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“All covenant children are
holy . . . set apart and
dedicated to God”

E

DITORIAL

By J. De Jong

Sister-Church Relationships
and the Church Order
Over the course of the years, there have been a considerable number of changes with regard to our relationships
with other Reformed Churches. The most recent synod of
Fergus also had to deal extensively with a growing list of
churches, some of which qualify as sister-churches, others
which are potential sister-churches. If you look at the number of churches in the International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC) and the number of churches our
Dutch sister-churches are dealing with, all this can become
a veritable maze. My remarks in this editorial are offered to
suggest some pattern of order in an ever more complicated
ecclesiastical environment, and to suggest some modifications in our approach to churches close to us, but with a
different background.

Churches from Holland, and what carried over into the various Reformed Churches as they sprang up around the world.
The regulations for sister-church relationships grew in the
19th century context in which mission churches began to
form and immigration took place to other parts of the world.
The sister-church relationships as they developed then were
seen as relationships of close contact. They were maintained
with churches of the same confession and essentially the
same historical background. The rules for the relationship
called for a careful watching of one another in terms of
doctrine and life.2 Those rules indicated that in many respects sister-churches were much the same as our own, all of
one common heritage. So they were maintained in our
“parent church,” the Reformed churches in Holland. Any
proposed changes in doctrine or practice had to be reThe older view
ported to the other sister-churches. This is the sort of relaAlthough the term is never explicitly mentioned in the
tionship the Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRC) enold Church Order, sister-church relationjoyed from the beginning with churches in
ships have always been implicitly asAustralia, South Africa and Holland.3
sumed in it as a normal part of church
Essentially this relationship was
We have a much
life. Article 85 of the old Church Order
seen as congruent with the line of the
wider margin of
of Dort stated that in non-essential matChurch Order. It was felt that to have a
ters foreign churches were not to be resister-church relationship required full
acceptance
embedded
jected. Non-essential matters referred to
confessional unanimity.4 All the referin the new rules of
specific liturgical customs or traditions
ences to a sister-church relationship in
which differed from those practised in
the revised (new) church order presupecclesiastical
fellowship
the Reformed churches. 1 One then
pose this view as to what the relationthan functioned under
thinks specifically of Reformed churches
ship involves. The church order
of different countries in which certain
“thinks” in terms of a very close relathe old set of rules.
aspects of the order of worship or the
tionship, especially in the area of the
manner of participating in the sacraments
ministry and sacraments.
had developed in a different way. Confessional or major difThe more recent approach
ferences of church order were not in view.
This old article has since been transformed into a new
It is only in the more recent years that a new approach
Article 50 which includes the same provision, and specihas surfaced, one in which the rules were altered to allow
fies that the relationship between sister-churches is govfor participation by Presbyterian churches as well. Since
erned by a general synod. This article, which marks the in1992 we have a new set of rules for a sister-church relatroduction of the term “sister-churches” into the Church
tionship, now termed a relationship of ecclesiastical felOrder, now speaks of “minor points” rather than “non-eslowship.5 The relationship now covers both Presbyterian
sential” matters. There are also references to sister-church
and Reformed churches. This naturally assumes the acrelationships in Articles 4 and 5, and in Articles 61 and 62
ceptance of other Reformed confessions, even if one has
of the new Church Order. In the case of the latter two artimisgivings about various phrases or formulations reflected
cles “sister-church” can refer to a church belonging to the
in a particular confession, and also assumes acceptance of
federation, or a church of a federation with which we have
different traditions with regard to church government even
a sister-church relationship.
if full unanimity cannot be gained on more or less substantial points, as for example the equality of officers, and
So the revised Church Order first gives us the official
the connection of officers to local churches. In other words,
term “sister-church relationship.” But this does not mean
we have a much wider margin of acceptance embedded
that a sister-church relationship was not understood before
in the new rules than functioned under the old set of rules.
this revision. Here the revised Church Order simply brings
From allowing strictly differences of custom or usage, we
to expression what for years had marked life in the Reformed
98
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have now also allowed differences of
confessional formulation and ecclesiastical government to enter the equation as well.6
Throughout this process, with its
new nomenclature – we now speak of
ecclesiastical fellowship rather than a
sister-church relationships – the
Church Order has never been amended
or adjusted. The changes of the early
nineties were considered to be minor
enough as to fit in our existing Church
Order. But is this the case? I do not
think so. Rather, the net result of this
process has been a lack of congruency
between the Church Order and the current relationship we maintain with sister-churches, especially those of Presbyterian background. The new rules
cannot really be imposed on the old
Church Order.
Even with all our revisions it is difficult to stretch the old Church Order of
Dort to get it to wear the new dress of
a full and unconditional recognition of
churches with a Presbyterian background. For example, ministers coming into the federation from other federations are not required to submit to
an extensive ecclesiastical examination. They only undergo a colloquium
which has a particular emphasis on
the polity and history of the CanRC. 7
But does this rule adequately deal with
ministers coming from a Presbyterian
background, with an entirely different
history and practice regarding church
government? Our own history and experience indicates that these transitions
are far from smooth.

Complications on the road
Over the years the churches have
met with a few other thorns on the road
as far as other churches are concerned.
For example, we have consistently
dealt with the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church (OPC) with a view to a full sister-church relationship, much in the
same way that we maintain relationships with churches of a Reformed
background. This goes back to the view
of sister-church relationships prevalent
in the sixties and seventies. Even
though there is a marked difference of
history, polity, and practice, as well as
some differences in confessional expression, we have considered it our
obligation to aim for a full sister-church
relationship with the OPC. As the new
relationship of Ecclesiastical Fellowship of 1992 took effect, this relationship was extended quite readily to
other churches with a Presbyterian
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background – the Free Church of Scotland (FCS) and the Presbyterian Church
of Korea (PCK). Naturally, this has led
some people, including various committees of the OPC, to regard us as
maintaining a double standard with re-

Somehow we feel
there’s more at stake
with regard to a full
sister-church
relationship with a close
neighbour than with a
church that is
farther away.
gard to our relationships with other
church federations. And even if we
grant there are differences in approach
between one Presbyterian church and
the other, these differences are not of
such weight as to fully account for the
approach we have taken. A part of our
hesitancy also concerns the proximity
of the churches about which we have
expressed our reservations. Somehow

we feel there is more at stake with regard to a full sister-church relationship
with a close neighbour than with a
church that is farther away.
Recently, the synod of Fergus decided to try put some “order in the
chaos” by dividing the churches we
deal with along continental lines.
Hence, we now have a Committee
dealing with churches in the Americas,
and a committee dealing with foreign
churches. The Committee for the Americas has various sub-committees to deal
with specific church groups. But such a
division can also bring new problems of
its own. Churches in the Americas are
also foreign, and the division of labour
may well create a situation where many
committees are working on all kinds of
different things without a unified leadership policy.8

Another approach
We might consider the approach of
other churches in our own environment rather than follow in all respects
the approaches adopted by our sisterchurches in Holland. The United Reformed Churches of North America
(URCNA), the Free Reformed Churches
of North America (FRCNA) and the
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stricted, we need to find more innovative ways of holding
OPC are all developing a tiered approach to fraternal relaon to each other and sustaining relationships of mutual
tionships. Their categories have different labels in each of
support and encouragement.
their respective cases, yet the idea is the same.9 There are
churches with whom you come into contact of which you
say: This should end up in a full federative union. Domestic
1
The Latin text of the older articles on this subject use the word ritus:
churches of the same confession and commitment are here
custom, rite, or ceremony, see F.L. Rutgers, Verklaring van de
the most likely candidates: the FRCNA, the URCNA, and
kerkenordening van de Nationale Synode van Dordrecht van
the Protestant Reformed Churches (PRC). There are also for1618-1619. (Rotterdam, 1916) 166
2
F.L. Bos refers to the decision of synod Amsterdam 1936, which,
eign churches of the same shape and colour with whom we
“with a view to the danger of possible heresy with foreign churches”
would desire to maintain a full sister-church relationship:
required the provisions of a previous synod concerning the admisforeign churches of a common heritage and background.
sion of ministers and candidates to the pulpit to be carefully obHowever, there are other churches that, considering their enserved, cf F.L. Bos, De orde der kerk, (‘s Gravenhage, 1950) 341.
tirely different history and culture, should fall under the
3
The rules were adopted at the Synod of Hamilton, 1962, cf Acta,
area of a relationship one step removed from a full sisterArticle 139, (p. 39).
4
church relationship.
See Acts Synod Edmonton 1965, Acta Art. 141, 30.
5
This may be a more helpful and productive way to
Acts Lincoln 1992, Article 50, (p. 31).
6
deal with our Presbyterian neighbours. This would allow for
In its historical overview of the discussions with the OPC, Synod
Fergus speaks of a “natural process and development” rather than
a form of provisional or qualified recognia shift in approach, cf Acts Synod Fergus 1998,
tion with a commitment to discuss outArt. 130, (p. 151). However one interprets
standing issues over an extended pethe pattern, the change cannot be denied.
The exercise of
riod of time. We could then cooperate
7
Acta Edmonton 1965, Art. 14, (p. 60).
on various levels, for example, on mis8
a full sister-church
Here I share the concern of Rev. J. Visscher in
sion projects and team work in the conthe Clarion (January 8, 1999: “Inter-Church
relationship (which
text of the ICRC. Yet out of respect for
Relations: Where Are We Headed?”) that to
one another’s differing traditions and
includes the right
have 22 people working on what he calls
histories we would limit implementing
“inter-church relations” of whom most are
to
call
ministers
from
all the rules concerning the calling of
ministers, is rather excessive. On the other
hand, I do not share his suggested solutions,
one another’s
ministers according to Articles 3 to 5 of
which, I think, will be clear in this article.
the Church Order. These articles clearly
federations) should
9
The categories adopted at the 64th General
only apply to the full sister-church relaAssembly
of the OPC (1997) are a) Ecclesiasbe kept on hold until
tionship. The arrangement could allow
tical Fellowship, b) Corresponding Relations
for occasional pulpit visitations and exdifferences with respect (“a relationship in which mutual contact with
changes, and allow for admission of
another church is undertaken to become betto government and
guests to the Lord’s Supper; however,
ter acquainted with one another with a view
the exercise of a full sister-church relaother lesser points
towards entering into ecclesiastical fellowship
tionship (which includes the right to call
at some time in the not-too-distant future,”
of practice have been
and c) Restricted Contact, (“a relationship
ministers from one another’s federawith another church with which it is desired
thoroughly discussed
tions) should be kept on hold until difto have some form of mutual contact...even
ferences with respect to government
and some form of
though present circumstances are such that
and other lesser points of practice have
we are unable to have either Corresponding
accord
has
been
been thoroughly discussed and some
Relations or Ecclesiastical Fellowship with
form of accord has been reached.
reached.
her” Minutes 1997, 30). Apparently this form
I would think that this particular cateof contact will be pursued to replace the Ecclesigory of relationship should be counteastical Fellowship relationship with the Christian
nanced not only with the more geographically distant PresReformed Churches.
byterian churches such as the FCS and the PCK but also with
The Study Report on Church Unity and Fellowship submitted to
Synod 1997 of the Free Reformed Churches in North America also
a more proximate federation like the OPC. Is it really neclists three categories in the process of arriving at relationships fosessary for us to develop a full sister-church relationship
tering church unity: Full Correspondence, Limited Corresponthat includes the calling of one another’s ministers and a
dence and Restricted Contact, Acts 1997, 117.
complete mutually agreed upon system of attestations with
The Ecumenical Relations Committee of the United Reformed
churches of a completely different history and background?
Churches has adopted a tiered approach to dealing with other
Why not opt for a relationship of table fellowship with some
churches based partly on the Rules for Ecclesiastical Fellowship of
form of an ecclesiastically responsible procedure regarding
the Canadian Reformed Churches.
10
guests, and an occasional pulpit exchange policy without
This would blend with the rules of the OPC which speak of occa10
the right to actually call ministers from either federation?
sional pulpit fellowship and intercommunion, but call for “suitable
inquiries upon requested transfer of membership” (Minutes, 29).
In this way the advantages of a closer relationship can be
So too, Synod Lincoln spoke of “certificates of good standing” with
exploited while, in deference to the varied traditions, one
regard to guests, ostensibly allowing for other forms of memberleaves time for the more detailed aspects of the relationship recognition than that determined by our idea of “attestation”
ship to be worked out.11
(Acts 1992, Art. 50, p. 33).
I believe the tiered approach as it is currently develop11
My remarks should not be construed as being critical of the deciing in other orthodox Reformed churches is one that merits
sion of Synod of Fergus 1998 with regard to the OPC. The suggescloser consideration. This approach, to my mind, does justions given here really aim for a broader focus on this issue not
tice to the phrasing of Article 50 of the Church Order
only with regard to the OPC but other churches as well, and, in the
which calls us to maintain a sister-church relationship as
case of the OPC, may help to integrate the concerns of the various
synods dealing with this matter since 1965.
much as possible. Wherever those possibilities are re100
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REASURES, NEW AND OLD

T

MATTHEW 13:52

By J. Louwerse
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return to it without watering
the earth and making it bud and flourish so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my
word that goes out from my mouth: it will not return to me empty (Isaiah 55:10,11).
As the rain and snow has an effect,
so does the Word. Rain and snow. This
is the season for it to fall to the ground.
After all, this is Canada. This is the great
white North. As I walk through the
northern bush on snowshoes, the several feet of powdery snow is being
packed. Not just by me, but also by
the rain that is now falling fast and
hard. If you have not had the time or
opportunity for snowshoeing, skiing,
or snow-mobiling, perhaps you had
your fill of the rain and snow of winter.
Perhaps you are wishing that it would
now stop falling and go away. For does
not snow and rain have some destructive effects? Can snow not paralyze a
city as big as Toronto? Can it not bring
traffic on the highways and byways to a
skidding stop? Can rain and snow not
cause collisions and even deaths? Here
in Canada it would be so easy to see
snow and rain as a nuisance or even as
a curse. Nevertheless, it would also be
so easy to take all that snow and rain
for granted. For what would our country and our lives be like without all
that rain and snow?

In Israel, God’s people would not
take snow and rain for granted. Snow
and rain were a blessing from heaven
for the dry and dusty land of Israel.
Snow and rain were a sign of God’s care
and provision for his covenant people.
Without that snow and rain coming
down in the hill country of Ephraim
and Judah there would be no growth –
no green plants; no seed; no food. The
rain and snow which came out of the
heavens on Israel had a powerful and
life giving effect. That is what Isaiah the
prophet tells us as he compares snow
and rain to the Word of God.
In proper season, the heavens
opened over Israel and the rain and
even the snow came down on the Land
of Promise. Then, in a mysterious yet familiar way, the land of Israel would
come alive with new growth. The rain
and snow did not return without watering the earth and making it bud and
flourish. With the rain and the snow
the Promised Land would turn into a
beautiful paradise of green plants of all
types, and of flowers in abundance. The
watered earth would produce a harvest

What’s inside?
ICRC, URCNA, CanRC, FRCNA, FCS, PCK, GKN (Lib.), ERQ, RCUS, OPC,
RPCNA, RCNZ, ABCDEFG…… Many different churches! We pretty well use
the whole alphabet to name them all. In the Americas, as in Australia and South
Africa, we experience the phenomena of transplanted traditions. Churches
whose historical and church political roots are in the British Isles meet with
churches rooted in the Continental European tradition. How ought we to promote the unity the Head of the Church prayed for and commanded? Since we
as Canadian Reformed Churches take the call to unity seriously, this is something
we struggle with. Dr. J. De Jong puts forward a proposal in the editorial. Read it
and talk about it.
From the Great White North, the Rev. J. Louwerse has contributed a meditation about rain, snow, and the mighty Word of God.
We publish part 2 of Dr. J. Faber’s speech on the Confessional History of the
Canadian Reformed Churches. He begins outlining the doctrinal issues that led
to the ecclesiastical Liberation of 1944. Reading this will bring back many
memories for those who underwent the struggles and will be very instructive for
those who did not.
For the rest, Dr. N. H. Gootjes clarifies some things about the expression: “Articles of the Christian Faith,” Mrs. Ravensbergen provides a “Ray of Sunshine,”
while Dr. J. De Jong updates us on mission work being done in the Congo. We
round things up with a letter and a couple of press releases.
GvP
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and there would again be seeds for the
sower. There would be bread for the
eater. The rain and snow in the
Promised Land had a very good and
powerful effect.
The water of rain and snow went
into the ground; seeds germinated;
plants and flowers grew. Moreover,
there were seeds for the sower, and
there was food and drink for the eater.
The physical needs of God’s people
were well supplied. So it is with the
Word of God, Isaiah the prophet tells us.
The Word that goes out from the mouth
of God also has a good and powerful
effect. The Word of God, which comes
to us, does lead to a harvest. The Word
does not return to God empty. The
Word accomplishes what God desires.
The Word achieves the purpose for
which God sent it. Indeed God’s Word
does always have an effect. Just like
rain and snow. God’s Word has a twofold effect. It is as a two-edged sword.
God’s Word brings about blessing
or curse, salvation or judgement. The
Lord God is emphasizing blessing in
this passage from the prophet Isaiah.
God’s Word does have the effect like
that of rain and snow upon the ground
in Israel. God’s Word does have a good
and blessed effect. God’s Word brings
about salvation and blessing for us.
However, do we always realize this?
Are you listening to God’s Word as it is
preached to you on Sunday? Are you
working with God’s Word during the
week? Are you reading and studying
God’s Word? Can you see that all your
growth comes by way of the Word of
God? Or is there no growth in your life
of faith? Remember the Word does not
return to God empty. The Word of God
has an effect like snow and rain. May
the effect of the Word be as snow and
rain with you. May it not be as a curse
but as a great blessing for you today and
every day.
Rev. John Louwerse is the minister of
Houston, BC (where there is much
snow in the winter).
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The Confessional History of the Canadian
Reformed Churches* (Part 2 of 3)
By J. Faber
Second part of a speech first delivered
at Wellandport, Ontario on May 9,
1998 and subsequently also in a similar evening at Wyoming, Ontario on
October 2, 1998. The speaking style has
been retained.
In part one, Dr. Faber recounted the
confessional history of the Canadian
Reformed Churches by relating the
events of the Secession (1834), the
Doleantie (1886), and the Union of
1892, as well as its confirmation in
1905. In part 2, Dr. Faber speaks about
the doctrinal issues leading to the ecclesiastical Liberation of 1944, dealing
specifically with the topics covenant
and election, and covenant and holiness. – Editor

IV. Liberation (1944)11
In 1942, in the midst of the Second
World War, Synod Sneek-Utrecht of
the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands pronounced doctrinal statements
about five topics that had been hotly
debated during the thirties. They dealt
with common grace, the covenant of
grace and self-examination, immortality of the soul, and the union of the
two natures in Christ.
Most important was the pronouncement on the covenant of grace. Synod
reiterated a part of the declaration of
Utrecht 1905 and stated that the seed
of the covenant, by virtue of the
promise of God, must be held to be regenerated and sanctified in Christ until,
upon their growing up, the opposite
should become apparent from their
conduct or doctrine.12 This statement
was only part of the Pacification Formula of 1905. It was, so to speak, only
the Kuyperian part. Synod 1942 left out
that it is less accurate to say that baptism is administered to infants on the
ground of their presumed regeneration,
since the ground of baptism is the mandate and the promise of God. It also left
out that in the preaching we should be
admonished seriously to examine our102

selves, since only those who believe
and are baptized, will be saved. It left
out that it cannot be proved from Scripture or confession that every elect child
is really regenerated before baptism,
since in his sovereign pleasure God fulfills his promise at his time, be it before
or during or after baptism. In other
words, 1942 left out the doctrinal concerns and emphasis of the Secession.
Moreover, Synod 1942 accompanied its pronouncements with an explanatory statement that was called
Toelichting (Elucidation) and worst of
all, Synod attached to its doctrinal pronouncements a strict binding.13 Classes
had to examine candidates for the ministry on these doctrinal points and to
assure themselves that the candidates
agreed with Synod’s pronouncements.
In this way Synod placed its doctrinal
statements on the same level as the
Three Forms of Unity. In reality they
became a fourth Form of Unity and they
were binding for all office-bearers who
had signed the Form of Subscription.

“All the children of
believers are children
of the covenant
(Acts 3:25)”
The following Synod, the Synod of
Utrecht 1943-1945, not only rejected
all objections against the contents of
and the binding to the doctrinal statements of 1942, but issued another explanatory statement. It was called
Praeadvies (Pre-advice). It made the
drift of the Synod’s doctrine, especially
with respect to God’s covenant and
baptism, abundantly clear.14
In November 1943, six concerned
ministers – among whom was my catechism teacher, the Rev. M.B. van ‘t Veer
– sent to Synod a Verklaring van gevoelen (a Position Statement) in which they

positively declared their views and
stated what they thought of God’s
covenant and baptism.15

Doctrinal Differences
In order to see now the doctrinal differences that played a role in the Liberation of 1944, let us deal with the following topics:
1. Covenant and election
2. Covenant and holiness
3. Covenant and promise
4. Covenant and baptism
5. Covenant and responsibility

1. Covenant and election
God’s covenant is the wonderful
relationship He established between
Himself and his people. It is the reality
in which God speaks to us and we may
respond to Him.
The question, however, was and
still is: How do you define and describe
God’s covenant? There are here two
different approaches. I call the one approach that of an election covenant and
the other that of a promise covenant.
There is no Reformed person who
will not speak of God’s sovereign election before the foundation of the world.
And there is no Reformed person who
will not speak of the covenant in which
God gives his promise of salvation.
But one of the main questions is the
relation between God’s election and
God’s covenant. Is God’s election distinct from God’s covenant or are the
two to be identified? Are election and
covenant identical and has the doctrine
about God’s covenant at least to be dominated by the doctrine of God’s election? Or is there a difference between
God’s eternal decree of election and his
covenant in the history of this world?
Or to put the question a little bit
differently: Who are the parties in God’s
covenant? With whom did God establish his covenant? With the elect or with
Christ as the head of the elect? That
would be what I called an election
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covenant. Or did God establish his
covenant with Abraham and his descendants and therefore with the believers and their children? This is what
I called the covenant of God’s promise.
You will understand that in these questions we touch the tremendous realities
of eternity and time, of God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility.
With respect to the order of God’s
eternal decrees – his decrees of creation, fall and predestination – there
had always been the difference between infra- and supralapsarians. The
most important theologians of the Secession of 1834 – men like Helenius de
Cock, Lucas Lindeboom, T. Bos in the
Netherlands and men like Beuker, Hulst
and Ten Hoor in America – had been
infralapsarians. Abraham Kuyper and
his followers in the Netherlands and
men as Van Lonkhuyzen and Herman
Hoeksema in America were supralapsarians. Supralapsarians let the doctrine of God’s covenant be dominated
by the doctrine of his election. The essential covenant or the internal
covenant is established only with the
elect or with Christ as the Head of the
elect. Only the elect are both in the
covenant and of the covenant.
Infralapsarians, however, regard
God’s election as one of the hidden
things and God’s covenant as one of
the revealed things. And does Moses
not warn us, “The secret things belong
to the Lord our God; but the things that
are revealed belong to us and to our
children for ever . . .” (Deut 29:29)? The
CLARION, MARCH 5, 1999

covenant is not a secret thing at the
election but a revealed thing for us
and our children. God therefore established his covenant with the believers
and their children, all their children.
He established it with Esau as well as
with Jacob.
The doctrinal pronouncement of
Synod 1942 stated that the Lord, in the
promise of the covenant, no doubt
promises that He is the God not only of
the believers but also of their seed (Gen
17:7); but that He no less reveals to us
in his Word that they are not all Israel
who are of Israel (Rom 9:6). This doctrinal statement placed the doctrine of
God’s covenant under the domination
of the eternal election.

“All covenant children are
holy . . . set apart and
dedicated to God”
Two texts are here brought into contrast with one another. Synod says: Indeed, there is Genesis 17:7 but there is
also Romans 9:6. And Romans 9 speaks
of eternal election and reprobation of
individuals like Jacob and Esau. The
doctrine of predestination from Romans 9 becomes a wedge in the doctrine of God’s covenant of Genesis 17.
In its Elucidation Synod acknowledged
that the offer of the gospel is to be presented to all those who have been baptized. But Synod immediately declared
that this does not give us the right “to

identify this special position of all those
who are baptized with the covenant
and to let the covenant consist of this.”16
So the position of all those who are baptized may be called special but it is not
the covenant position. The covenant is
more and this more is not for all those
who are baptized but only for the elect.
Or to quote another phrase, the position
of all who are baptized is only a position of those “who outwardly have received a place in the covenant and in
God’s congregation.”17
The Pre-advice explains the Synod’s
decisions as saying “that being a
covenant-partner or being a realcovenant-partner is not the privilege of
all those who outwardly belong to the
covenant. . . . Covenant-partners are
those who are saved . . . .” 18 “God’s
election or disposition reaches as far as
the covenant and is therefore to be
taken either in a broader or in a narrower sense.”19
It is clear: Synod basically identified election and covenant. What did
the six concerned ministers declare in
their Position Statement? Well, after
having confessed that all children are
conceived and born in sin and therefore
subject to all sorts of misery, even to
condemnation itself, they stated that
God in Christ has established his
covenant of grace with the believers
and their seed (Gen 17:7; Gal 3:14 and
29) and that therefore all the children
of believers are children of the covenant
(Acts 3:25). We are not amiss when we
place the emphasis here on the word
“all.” “All the children of the believers”
means here: not only the elected children, but Esau as well as Jacob. In Acts
3 the apostle Peter says to the Jews in
Jerusalem who had crucified the Lord
Jesus: You are the sons of the prophets
and of the covenant which God gave
to your fathers. Peter calls them sons of
the covenant, covenant children, and
they were.
It is clear: the concerned brothers
did not want to know of an identification of election and covenant. They did
not want to speak of a twofold covenant
either: an external covenant and an internal one. God established the one relationship of his covenant of grace in
history. And He did so with Abraham
and all his descendants, when He said:
And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to
be God to you and to your descendants
after you.
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2. Covenant and holiness
The doctrinal statement of Synod
1942 read that, therefore – according
to what the Synod of Utrecht 1905 declared – “the seed of the covenant must
be taken for regenerated and sanctified
in Christ in virtue of the promise of
God until the opposite shows when
they have grown up; even though the
Synod (1905) correctly added that this
“does not mean at all that therefore
every child truly has been regenerated.”
This pronouncement calls for consideration of several points of doctrine,
namely covenant and holiness,
covenant and promise, and covenant
and baptism.
Let us begin with the expression that
“the seed of the covenant must be taken
for regenerated and sanctified in
Christ.” The Dutch original has the famous expression “houden voor wedergeboren en in Christus Geheiligd.”
“Houden voor” can be translated as “to
hold for”, “to take for”, “to regard as”
or “to presume or assume to be.”
Kuyper had spoken of “veronderstelde
wedergeboorte”, that is, “presumed (or
assumed) regeneration.”
Synod 1942 meant the expression in
this sense. For we have to read it in context. The previous statement said: Indeed, there is Genesis 17 but there is
also Romans 9. There is the eternal
election of individuals. This is a secret
or hidden reality. And therefore – note
this word “therefore” – the seed of the
covenant is to be held for regenerated.
It can not be known to be born again
but at least it is presumed to be so.
Another element is that covenant
children are to be held for “regenerated
and sanctified in Christ.” What does
“sanctified in Christ” mean? There is a
combination and order of words in Synod’s expression “regenerated and sanctified in Christ.” It leads to the idea that
according to Synod “sanctified in
Christ” is the same as “regenerated.”
The issue is important because the
words are well-known from the first
question at baptism: Do you confess
that our children . . . are sanctified in
Christ and thus as members of his
church ought to be baptized? So the
expression “regenerated and sanctified
in Christ” in the doctrinal pronouncements provoked controversies about
covenant and baptism and about the
meaning of the sacraments in general.
The Pre-advice stated that the first
question at baptism only speaks about
the children that are elect. Literally it
says, “The first Baptismal question has
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neglected the exceptions – those who
are not elect.”20 But one may ask: How
can parents then confess that our children are sanctified in Christ and how
do they know that this their child does
not belong to the exceptions that according to Synod the baptismal question has neglected? And are these socalled exceptions, according to
Scripture and our experience, not numerous? What did the six concerned
ministers in their Position Statement say
about this point? Well, after they had
declared that all the children of believers are covenant children and had referred to Acts 3:25, they continued by
saying “that all those children are holy
(1 Cor 7:14) or sanctified in Christ
(1 Cor 1:2, Form of Baptism)”

“Eternal election and real
regeneration are not
implied in the word ‘holy’
or in the expression
‘sanctified in Christ.’ ”
Again, the emphasis is on “all.” All
covenant children are holy. In 1 Cor
7:14 the apostle Paul writes about the
marriage of a Christian woman who
has a husband who is an unbeliever.
She should not divorce him. “For the
unbelieving husband is consecrated
through his wife, and the unbelieving
wife is consecrated through her husband. Otherwise, your children would
be unclean, but as it is they are holy.”
We may ask: What do the words
“consecrated” and “holy” in this text
mean? The answer is: “Consecrated”
means “sanctified” and “holy” means
“set apart and dedicated to God.”
But Synod took “sanctified in
Christ” as identical to “regenerated.”
The apostle Paul, however, does not say
that the children in such a mixed household are regenerated. He assures us
that also this marriage relationship and
the children therein are set apart from
the godless world and dedicated to
God. I do not think that we should use
here the term “objective holiness” but
rather “covenantal holiness.” Those
children are within the covenant and
characterized by covenantal holiness.
It does not say anything about their real
regeneration or their presumed regeneration. Eternal election and real regeneration are not implied in the word
“holy” or in the expression “sanctified
in Christ.”

At the baptismal font parents should
not presume that their child is regenerated. The question is not: Do you assume
that your child is sanctified in Christ?
We assume an unknown thing. But the
question reads: Do you confess that our
children – and we may add: therefore
also your child – are sanctified in Christ
and thus as members of his church ought
to be baptized? If we assumed, then it
was an unknown thing but we confess
on the basis of God’s revelation. The hidden things are for the Lord our God, but
the revealed things are for us and our
children. God reveals that all children of
believers are covenant children and
therefore sanctified in Christ and members of his church.
So, while in the synodical construction “sanctified in Christ” meant the
same as regenerated, the concerned
ministers took the expression “holy and
sanctified” as meaning “distinct from
the world and included in God’s
covenant and church.” “Sanctified in
Christ” indicates covenant holiness.
11
This part is an abbreviation of my essay
“The Liberation: the Doctrinal Aspect” in C.
Van Dam, ed., The Liberation: Causes and
Consequences (Winnipeg: Premier, 1995),
pp. 1-29.
12
Acta van de voortgezette Generale Synode
van de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland
gehouden te Sneek en te Utrecht, 19401943, Art. 82. It can also be found in G.
Janssen, De feitelijke toedracht (3rd ed.;
Groningen: De Jager, 1955), pp. 268-269.
For an English translation see Van Dam,
ed., The Liberation, Appendix I.
13
See Acta, 1940-1943, Bijdrage CVII. For
the text of the Toelichting, see G. Ch.
Aalders, G.C. Berkouwer, S.J. Popma, J.
Ridderbos, Toelichting op de uitspraken
van de Generale Synode van de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland inzake
eenige punten der leer, in opdracht der synode opgesteld (Kampen: Kok, n.d.).
14
For the text see Praeadvies van Commissie
I inzake de bezwaarschriften tegen een zinsnede uit de verklaring van Utrecht 1905 of
(c.g. en) tegen de uitspraken van SneekUtrecht 1942 en tegen de daarop verschenen
toelichting (Groningen: Niemeijer, 1943).
15
For the Dutch text see Janssen, De feitelijke
toedracht, 270. For an English translation
Van Dam, ed., Liberation, Appendix II.
16
Aalders et al., Toelichting, p. 16.
17
Aalders et al., Toelichting, p. 17, Emphasis
is mine.
18
Praeadvies van Commissie I inzake de
bezwaarschriften, p. 44.
19
Praeadvies van Commissie I inzake de
bezwaarschriften, p. 45.
20
Praeadvies van Commissie I inzake de
bezwaarschriften, p. 24.

(To be continued and concluded in the
next issue.)
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The Articles of the Christian Faith
By N.H. Gootjes
The expression “articles of the
Christian faith” is well-known among
us. These words occur in three places in
the official documents of the church: in
the Heidelberg Catechism (Lord’s Day
7, QA 22), in the Form for Baptism (the
second question, where the phrase has
been changed in our Book of Praise to
“the confessions”) and in the Form for
Public Profession of Faith (the first question). What does this expression mean?
Br. R. Dykstra has recently brought
up this issue in Reformed Polemics,
(November 1998). He follows the conclusion of J. Munneke published in Diakonia (June 1989):
The phrase following “taught here
in this Christian Church,” however,
makes it clear that our fathers intended the articles of the Christian
faith to mean the three forms of
unity for they are taught here in the
Christian Church. Evidence for this
is to be found in the form for public
profession used in the church at
Batavia (1621) where the confessor
promises “to acknowledge all the
doctrines of God’s Word and the
Christian reformed religion briefly
explained in the Belgic Confession
and the Heidelberg Catechism.1
This statement of Munneke is surprising.
As said, the expression “articles of the
Christian faith” occur three times in our
official church papers. Of these, the
Form for Public Profession of Faith does
not help much for the original meaning. This form was made in this Century,2 and the expression is undoubtedly

dependent on the Catechism and the
Form for Baptism. Both of these were
made in the early 1560s. Then why
does Munneke prove this with a quote
from sixty years later and in a different
country altogether? The church of
Batavia was not even located in the
Netherlands; it was in Indonesia.
There is another problem with Munneke’s statement that the expression
“articles of the Christian faith” refers to
the Three Forms of Unity. Both the Heidelberg Catechism and our Form for
Baptism have their origin in Germany,
in the Palatinate in 1563. By this time,
the Belgic Confession existed only in a
French version among the churches in
Belgium. It is unlikely that the theologians of the Palatinate would know
about this confession, let alone recognize it. Even more problematic is the
Canons of Dort, which was made at
the Synod of Dort in 1619. How could
the brothers in the Palatinate refer to a
confession which would be made more
than 50 years later?

The expression
“articles of the Christian
faith” indicates the
Apostles’ Creed.
To find out what the expression “articles of the Christian faith” means we
have to look at the people close to the
Heidelberg Catechism.
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Ursinus and Olevianus
The Catechism itself gives the first
indication of the meaning of this expression. Lord’s Day 7, Q22, asks: What,
then, must a Christian believe? The answer is: All that is promised us in the
gospel, which the articles of our catholic
and undoubted Christian faith teach us in
a summary. This is followed by the question: What are these articles? Then the
Apostles’ Creed is quoted. The Catechism gives the clear impression that the
expression “articles of the Christian faith”
refers to the Apostles’ Creed. Can that
be confirmed from the authors?
We are in the fortunate situation
that Ursinus gave an explanation of the
Heidelberg Catechism. Since he is the
main contributor to the Catechism we
will begin with him. Before discussing
QA 23 he says: “Further, the sum of the
gospel are the articles of faith, with
which we will deal immediately.” This is
followed by quoting the whole of the
Apostles’ Creed. Even clearer is what he
says after quoting the Apostles’ Creed:
“The Articles of the Christian faith are
called in Latin, taken from the Greek,
Symbol of the Apostles, that is mark of
the apostles.” And the first question he is
going to discuss is: “What is the Symbol
of the Apostles, and why are the articles
of the faith called thus.” For Ursinus,
the meaning of the expression “articles
of the Christian faith” is clear. It means
the statements of the Apostles’ Creed.
What about Olevianus, who was
heavily involved in the making of the
Heidelberg Catechism? Olevianus
wrote an explanation of the Apostles’
Creed. He opens the book with the sentence: “The kingdom of Christ, offered
to us in the articles of the faith, is now,
in this life, experienced by the believers.” This seems to imply that the articles of the faith are identical with the
Apostles’ Creed. A few pages later he
says so explicitly: “The articles of the
faith or the Apostles’ Creed.”
The other early source for the expression “articles of the Christian faith”
continued on page 106
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
It is a new condition

Clarification

Rev. Eikelboom in his letter to the editor (Clarion, Jan. 8,
1999) denies that Synod Fergus introduced a new condition
for ecclesiastical fellowship with the OPC and refers to Synod
Lincoln, 1992. But Art. 72 of the Acts of Synod Lincoln 1992
does not speak of a condition, but as a matter of continued
discussion. It was never judged to be a doctrinal matter but a
practical matter, which has never been proven to be in conflict with Scripture and Westminster Confession. Therefore it
is correct to say that Synod Fergus came with a new condition. The main barriers: Relationship with GKN (Synodical),
membership of RES and relationship with CRC have all been
removed. Synod Fergus should have offered full sister relationship to the OPC. Instead they came with a new condition.
Rev. Eikelboom asked for more evidence; may I refer you
to the Acts of Synod Abbotsford 1995. Art. 106B 3,4,5,6 and
also the bottom of page 72.c. Synod Fergus overturned a previous Synod decision without any solid reasons or grounds.
There will always be differences even among our churches
within our own confederation, and that in itself is not a bad
thing, it gives more reason for further discussions. But to tell
the OPC you must do things exactly as we do them or else no
Ecclesiastical Fellowship, is undermining their serious desire
to keep the table holy, and is doing gross injustice to our brothers and sisters in the OPC. This is no way to treat another
true church. It also means that we put no value in the OPC
church history with their traditions (for centuries).
John Werkman,
Edmonton, AB

Re: “Inter-church Relations: Where are we Headed?” Clarion
Vol. 48, No. 1.

Please mail, e-mail or fax letters for publication to the
editorial address.
They should be 300 words or less. Those published may be
edited for style or length.
Please include address and phone number.

is the Form for Baptism. C. Trimp writes
about the second question:
This question contains an explicit
reference to the doctrine of the
church, which is a very old element
in the administration of baptism. In
Calvin’s Geneva, the Apostles’
Creed was read at this point as summary of the doctrine of the church
and as early-Christian baptismal
symbol. Something similar used to
take place in the Palatinate.3
It can now be established that the expression “articles of the Christian faith”
indicates the Apostles’ Creed.
That leaves us with the question
how Munneke’s misunderstanding
could arise that the articles of the Chris106

Having been in the Advisory Committee of Synod Fergus
1998, which dealt with the Report of the Committee for
Contact with the ERQ, I would like to make a point of clarification. The Advisory Committee met with two delegates
from the ERQ who urged us not to make all sorts of statements
on the Report of the Committee appointed by Synod 1995.
They believed the report was inaccurate. Therefore Synod
Fergus was careful and refrained from evaluating the Report
or the many letters of the churches that were written against
the Report. It should be noted that before anything was discussed on the floor of Synod both the delegation of the ERQ
and the RCUS were consulted and they were very pleased
with what was being presented for discussion.
It should also be noted that the advisory committees of
Synod, while working with the material assigned to them,
spoke with members of the committees which had been
appointed by Synod 1995. For example, Advisory Committee III consulted with two out of the four members of the
ERQ Committee, who were present at Synod. Advisory
Committee I invited three out of the five members of the
CCOPC to speak with them. Synod also invited the faculty
of the Theological College and allowed them to participate
in the discussion during plenary session when matters relating to College were being debated.
Please do not let Clarion become a magazine that continually voices grievances against the decisions of the major assemblies. It will drive away an audience which is looking for a
magazine that gives constructive and positive direction as to
how we are to serve the Lord both in doctrine and conduct.
P. G. Feenstra
Owen Sound

tian faith mean the Three Forms of
Unity. The article translated in Diakonia
did not include the statement from 1621
that was the basis for his opinion. It can
be found in the Dutch original.4 Here
we find the document that formed the
basis for establishing the Reformed
church in Java, Indonesia, in 1621. At
the end of this statement it says:
In opinion, conviction and faith, in
everything in agreement with the
doctrine of God’s holy Word and
the Christian religion. Briefly summarized in the Belgic Confession
and the Heidelberg Catechism.
To this was added later: “Recently, in
the year 1619 at the Synod of Dort further explained and confirmed.”

This statement does not speak of
“articles of the Christian faith.” The interpretation of this as “Three Forms of
Unity” rests on a misunderstanding.
As churches, we have adopted the
Three Forms of Unity. We are confessional churches just as the Reformed
Church in Java of 1621. The expression
“articles of the Christian faith,” however, does not refer to the Three Forms
of Unity. It refers to the Apostles’ Creed.
J. Munneke, “The Church and the Confession,” Diakonia, June, 1989, 85.
2
C. Trimp, Formulieren en Gebeden (Kampen: Van der Berg, 1978) 43.
3
C. Trimp, Formulieren en gebeden, 39.
4
J. Munneke, Het historisch fundament der
kerk (Goes: Oosterbaan & Le Cointre,
1972) 26f.
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RAY OF SUNSHINE
By Mrs. R. Ravensbergen

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:10,11).

Dear Brothers and Sisters:
Have you ever seen a gun, or a sword? Or have you
ever touched one? Hopefully, you did not. We do not hear
often about swords being used anymore, but we do hear
about guns. And that is usually not much good. What is a
gun used for? It is something that is used to kill. Some
people go hunting, and they try to kill a deer, or a moose,
or a bear with their gun. That is a kind of a sport. But
even when someone goes hunting, he has to be very careful, for a gun is a dangerous weapon. If you are not careful, you can hurt or even kill yourself or someone else.
But a gun is not only used for hunting; it also can be
used to kill people. When there is a war, the soldiers use
guns. That is a scary business. We don’t like guns, because they cause death. Only when we use them to fight a
dangerous enemy, can guns be useful. Fortunately, most of
us never have used and never will use a gun.
Yet, maybe we should. Did you know that we do have a
dangerous enemy? He is always around us, even when we do
not see him. He is with us when we get up in the morning,
and he follows us around wherever we go: to work, to a birthday party, to the store, even to church! He will never leave
us alone, and he is trying to kill us! That is very scary!
That enemy is Satan. He is lurking around everywhere. He is not just in bad places. If that were the case, it
would be easy for us. We would just stay away from those
places and be safe! No, he is especially around God’s children. For that is where he can find people that are not in
his grip yet. That is why he is following us! We do not see
him. We do not hear him, and if we do not watch out, we
will not notice him at all. Yet, he is there, and he is very sly.
He tries to work things into our hearts. He may tell us all
kinds of things. Things like: You do not have to pray before you go to bed, or at lunchtime at work you do not
have to pray. You do not have to listen when someone
reads from the Bible. And why should you read the Bible
before you go to bed? He may try to make you go to
places where the Lord does not want us to go. He tries to
tell you not to believe what the minister is preaching. He
even might try to make you stay home from church on
Sundays. Yes, he is constantly trying to make us disobey
the commandments of the Lord.
Does that mean he is trying to kill us? Yes, that is what
it means. For the Lord is our God and Maker. He adopted
us, out of grace, as his children. Our Lord Jesus Christ
died for our sins. Through Him we belong to the Father.
Through Him we may trust that we receive eternal Life. But
that also means that we have to obey our Father. We have
to listen to his commandments on Sunday, and try to
obey them. We have to show in everything we do, that we
belong to the Lord. So if we disobey the Lord, and do all
the things that Satan tries to make us do, then the beautiful promises of the Lord are not for us anymore.
How can we ever be strong enough to fight against
Satan? We need something to fight this dangerous enCLARION, MARCH 5, 1999

emy! The Lord provides us with everything we need to do
that. We read that in Ephesians 6. We read there about
truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, the shield of
faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God. The Lord does not make us fight
our own battle, but He gives us all we need to be strong.
We will be strong when we read and study his Word,
when we pray to God constantly, and when we sing to Him
our songs of praise and thanksgiving. It may be hard for
us to read. It may be difficult for us to understand what the
minister preaches. But all of us can pray. Every one of us
can sing at least some of the beautiful Psalms. When we
do that with all our heart, there is no chance for Satan to
snatch us away and kill us. For then the Holy Spirit will be
there to fight for us.
Thanks to the Lord for his faithfulness to us, in spite of
all our sins. Thanks to the Son, who paved the way to the
Father for us. Thanks to the Holy Spirit, who fights our
daily battle for us. To God be the glory now and to the day
of eternity!
Thee, Lord, I love; Thou art my strength and power.
My fortress is the LORD, my rock and tower;
He, my Deliverer, to Him I flee,
My shield, my Helper, who will rescue me.
My stronghold and the horn of my salvation,
To Him I bring my praise and adoration.
I call upon the Lord; He hears my pleas,
And I am saved from all my enemies. Psalm 18:1

Birthdays in April:
2:

Derek Kok
Spruce Dale, 160 Fraser Street,
Strathroy, ON N7G 2C4

19: Marinus Foekens
290 Forest Street, Apt. # 4,
Chatham, ON N7L 2A9
23: Arlene DeWit
c/o P. DeWit, Barnston Island,
Surrey, BC V3T 4W2
Derek will celebrate, DV, his 29th birthday, Marinus his
47th, and Arlene her 38th. I wish you all a Happy Birthday!
Mary VandeBurgt writes:
I like to thank everybody sending me birthday cards and
presents. I got over 50 cards and Christmas cards. Thanks
a lot, appreciated very much. Thanks a lot again!
Thank you for the nice letter and the Christmas card,
Mary! It sounds like you have a very busy life with so many
different jobs!
Until next month,
Mrs. R. Ravensbergen,
7462 Reg. Road 20, RR #1, Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
(905) 957- 3007, email: rwravens@netcom.ca
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PRESS REVIEW
By J. De Jong

Mission in the Congo
In the Reformed Herald, the paper
of the Reformed Church in the US
(RCUS), Rev. Robert Grossmann writes
about the developments in the RCUS
mission in the Congo, formerly Zaire.
As readers may recall, their mission is
supported by our sister churches in Holland. Here follows part of Rev. Grossmann’s report:
The Reformed Church in the
U.S. has been engaged in mission
work in Africa for the last fourteen
years. Ever since 1984 when Rev.
Paul Treick and Rev. Aaron
Kayayan of the Back-to-God Hour
travelled to Lubumbashi in what
was then Zaire, but is now the Democratic Republic of the Congo, we
have been working with and supporting our brothers and sisters in
the Reformed Confessing Church of
the Congo (ERCC). Several years after the 1984 founding of the ERCC,
Rev. Treick and Rev. Maynard Koerner were in the capital city of Kinshasa helping the ERCC to become
recognized by the government of
Zaire as a legitimate church. This
was finally accomplished in 1990
after more paper work and expenses
than any of us wishes to remember.
The present work of the RCUS focuses on direct contacts and teaching with the ERCC congregations in
Kinshasa, and in supporting a minister and elder in the city of Lubumbashi, 1500 miles to the south,
where our partners, the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands (GKN)
(Liberated), operate a seminary for
ERCC ministers. We also provided
funds in the amount of $30,000 to
help construct the building which
houses the seminary, a congregation’s worship services, and the medical work of the ERCC in Lubumbashi. We and the GKN (Liberated)
have also provided funds to build a
number of local church buildings in
the area of Lubumbashi, and we supply funds for students to attend the
seminary operated by the GKN (Liberated). All of this work resulted from
following up response to the radio
preaching of Rev. Kayayan in the
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French language, which is the public language of the Congo.
Our mission work in Kenya officially began in 1998 when Rev.
Harvey Opp and the undersigned
visited a group of churches in the
Ogembo area of south Kisii which
had been founded by Elders Meshack Nyarango and Jarnes Aunga.
These men had invited the RCUS
to help them officially organize as
a church and to educate them in
the theology and practice necessary to church leadership. Mr. Kurt
Schimke, an elder of our congregation in Lodi, California, had laid
much of the groundwork for our
ministerial visit by himself visiting
the churches in Kisii during the
eighteen months he served as a missionary mechanic in Nairobi during
1996 and 1997. Mr. Schimke and
his wife Marlene also accompanied
the Revs. Opp and Grossmann on
their visit to Kisii in February 1998.
Our work in Kenya continues by
providing written materials and funds
to help the churches operate. While
the high mountain climate along the
Equator where Kisii is located is fairly
temperate, thunder storms are quite
regular and a good roof is necessary
for housing and church buildings.
The Synod of the RCUS budgeted
$6000 for Kisii in 1998 and part of
that has already been used to provide
a sound roof of corrugated steel over
the open-walled church in Rionchogu, which is near Elder Meshack’s home. The churches served
by brothers Meshack and Aunga,
who do all of the preaching, number
seven and are spread across an area
over thirty miles wide. The men walk
to these churches along mountain
trails in order to serve them.

The present situation in Congo
In recent months there has been
sporadic fighting in several areas of
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo as another group of rebels
tries to overthrow the government
of Laurent Kabila, who attained
power in 1997 by military victory

over the forces of the former dictator Mobuto. This fighting has been
mostly in the Eastern border regions
of the Congo, where its forces are
the most vulnerable, and around
the capital city of Kinshasa in the
extreme northwest of the country.
The southern regions, especially
around Lubumbashi where the
ERCC has most of its congregations,
has been quite free of fighting and
the missionary professors of the
GKN (Liberated) are living and
working peacefully in the area.
There is always some danger in an
unstable society and they are aware
that military danger may erupt quite
quickly. Therefore they are prepared
to move south into nearby Zambia on
short notice. Nevertheless, their work
does carry on and we have been in
regular contact with them by e-mail
over the past several months.
The fighting in and around Kinshasa has caused most of the problems for our churches in the Congo.
The four congregations we help support there face great difficulties in
finding food or medical supplies, and
other necessities of life. Of course
these items have vastly increased in
price and we have sent them our
whole budget for the year in the first
six months since our Synod met in
May. We have described some of
these problems in another article requesting extra giving to help our
brothers and sisters there.
In spite of the dangers and problems, the three Responsible Elders
(elders who are empowered to
preach and do the sacraments) are
safe and continue their work among
the four congregations. These men
are all survivors who have skills at
travelling and living in conditions in
which westerners are completely
lost. We have been able to receive
communications from them through
fax since they seem to be able to
find functioning phone lines out of
the Congo all right. We have had
much more difficulty finding phone
lines into the Congo that work. The
English bank we use for transfers of
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funds still functions as well, so that
we have been able to provide help
for them with the funds we have had
available. Clearly the banks are necessary for both government and
rebel alike, so they seem to be off
limits to military activity, although
there were soldiers on guard at all
banks when we were in Kinshasa in
February of 1998.
The unity we were able to establish among the Churches in Kinshasa
during our visit in February is also
holding up very well. The brothers
have seen the great benefits of working closely together and they meet
together quite often. The receipts we
request for funds distribution among
them are always signed by the elders of each group receiving help.
They report that the work of their
churches in preaching and teaching
goes on quite well. Their hunger for
more Reformed teaching material
continues strong. This causes a great
problem since almost every package
sent to them is opened and looted
before it arrives, if it even arrives. We
are able to mail things to Lubumbashi quite reliably by sending them

to nearby Kitwe in Zambia, where
the Dutch have a courier pick up the
mail regularly.

Extra help needed
In the midst of worldwide focus
on problems in Central and South
America due to hurricanes, we
sometimes miss the other problems
in the world. In the providence of
God there is another revolution sputtering in the Congo. The fighting
has been limited mostly to the border areas and the area of the capital
in Kinshasa, but there have been
many problems for ordinary folks to
live. This is especially true for our
Christian brothers and sisters in the
four main congregations in the suburbs of Kinshasa. The fighting has
not spread to the far South of Zaire
where the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands (liberated) maintain a
seminary. The Dutch folks are in
Lubumbashi and at last report things
remain quiet there.
It is encouraging to hear that despite
many difficult conditions, these young
churches are continuing to grow and
the move to federational cooperation
is accelerating. We wish the RCUS well

CHURCH NEWS
CALLED to the Free Reformed
Church in Legana, Australia
Rev. C. Bosch
of the Fellowship Canadian
Reformed Church in Burlington, ON
***
CALLED to Aldergrove Canadian
Reformed Church
Rev. M.H. Van Luik
of the Chilliwack Canadian
Reformed Church

in this mission. It’s also a blessing to
hear that the colleagues in Lubumbashi are safe. May God guide and protect them in their politically volatile circumstances!

Farewell Rev. J. DeGelder
On January 26th the congregation
of the Canadian Reformed Church at
Smithville gathered in the church to
say their good-byes to Rev. J. DeGelder
and family. Several presentations were
made, representing the various societies
. . . songs were sung, skits were performed, and the consistory put Rev.
DeGelder to a final test. Although it was
both an enjoyable and a sad event, the
refrain throughout the evening was
thankfulness to the Lord. The evening
could be closed with the surety that as
the Lord has blessed both minister and
congregation in the past, He would
continue to do the same in the future as
well. Rev. DeGelder then closed the
evening in prayer, after requesting us to
sing of the unchanging faithfulness of
the Lord in Ps. 63.
On Sunday, January 31st we all
gather together again to listen to Rev.
DeGelder’s farewell sermon. The text
CLARION, MARCH 5, 1999

Chairman for the evening
Br. P. Oosterhoff

Rev. DeGelder and
Vice-Chairman
Br. G. DeBoer
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for this sermon was taken from 2 Peter
3:17,18. The theme was The urgent
call for the Church of Jesus Christ on the
way to the glorious future. The points
were: 1. Constant watch; 2. Spiritual
Growth; 3. Everlasting glorification.
1. We must be watchful, Peter writes
this warning from Rome where he
would later die a martyr’s death. We are
confronted as well with the teachings
of lawless men, and the false prophets
may sound reasonable. Those who
stand firm are scoffed, but this scoffing
cannot nullify the truth of Christ’s imminent return. This stability does not
come from the teachings of men but
from the foundation of Jesus Christ.
2. But constant watchfulness is not
enough. We must be active in our faith.
There will be either development or
deterioration. Faith is not stagnant. This
growth must be in grace and in knowledge. In order for this grace to grow we
must remove ourselves from things that
frustrate this growth. Our life must
therefore be determined by this grace.
Growth in knowledge is not primarily of
a factual nature. The nature of knowledge is to know that Jesus Christ is the
only source of salvation. This involves
facts, but so much more . . . it involves
life. This growth cannot come without
a balanced and wholesome diet. We
must pray for this. 3. The book closes
with praise, for He owns us, He delivers us, and He saves us. Thus He is the
only center for our lives. He only deserves this honour, today and everyday. He is worthy of praise for countless
reasons, for He is the faithful God of
the Covenant. People may come, and
people may go, but He never changes.
After the sermon the opportunity
was given for the churches of OntarioSouth to make comments. Some were
represented in person, and others by
letter. All were thankful for Rev.
DeGelder’s faithful execution of his
work, and wished him the blessing of
the Lord for his new task in Flamborough. They also wished the congregation the Lord’s blessing on finding a
new minister, and urged them to remain as faithful as the One Who had
called them. After this the vice-chairman, Br. G. DeBoer, said some words
of thanks on behalf of the congregation and wished the congregation’s
blessing for Rev. DeGelder and his
family. Rev. DeGelder closed this portion of the day by thanking the congregation and the consistory for the past
years in Smithville, and urged them all
to remain faithful to Him, the Lord and
Master of Life.
R. Hoeksema
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Mrs. DeGelder
accepting a gift
from the Women
Societies

Rev. and Mrs. DeGelder and family enjoying the farewell evening

Sister Vis and
Br. Yonson Dethan
accompanying
some singing

John Calvin School children singing at the farewell evening
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BOOK REVIEW
By J. De Jong

Hughes Oliphant Old, The Reading
and Preaching of the Scriptures in the
Worship of the Christian Church. Volume 1: The Biblical Period and Volume
2: The Patristic Age. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Vol 1: 387 plus
x pages US $35.00, Vol 2: 487 plus viii
pages, $42.00; Paperback.
Hughes Oliphant Old, a senior
member of the Centre for Theological
Inquiry in Princeton, New Jersey, has
taken on a mammoth project with this
initiation of a series of books on the
reading and preaching of the Scriptures
in the Christian church. The series,
which is being planned as an extensive
multi-volume project, has as its goal to
highlight the importance of the reading
and preaching of the Scriptures as a
central element of public worship
throughout the life of the Christian
church. In these books Old unravels a
fundamental thesis which, with a couple of necessary qualifications, we can
endorse, that is, that preaching is in itself an act of worship and so a central
element in the experience of the presence of God in a liturgical setting. Old
is not fully explicit about his view, but
one does get the impression that along
with the sacraments the reading and
hearing of the Word form central or focal points in the liturgy.
In working out his thesis, Old distinguishes five different genres or types
of preaching which he sets out to trace
in his subjects: expository, evangelistic, catechetical, festal and prophetic
preaching. In the course of the presentation, several of these categories overlap at various points. Yet on the whole,
Old is able to cover all these aspects in
each specific period he introduces.
Old is able to come up with some lesser
known representatives of each genre,
sometimes drawing on sources that for
the average scholar in the field are not
readily available.
Given the vast amount of material
he needs to cover, Old must be commended for striking a good balance between depth and breadth. Without getCLARION, MARCH 5, 1999

ting lost in details, he is able to give the
reader a distinct flavour of preachers of
the early era of the church and their primary areas of activity. Old has opted for
a popular, almost conversational style,
one directed more to preachers than to
academics, and this gives his books a
highly readable character among the
current stock of resource material on
the history of preaching. Yet one should
not be fooled by Old’s conversational
style. The treatment of each subject includes an extensive bibliographical
note, and the text also indicates that
Old has spent a good deal of time
preparing his work and reflecting and
meditating on the preaching of each
subject that passes his revue.

Problem areas
The essential weakness of Old’s
approach, however, is to hunt for evidence of preachers at every turn in antiquity and in Scripture, when in fact, all
who then spoke and wrote cannot be
said to actually fit the office of preacher.
In order to squeeze his subjects into this
mould, especially his Biblical figures,
Old relies heavily on conjecture. For
example more than once he says, “If we
may be allowed to read between the
lines. . . ,” assuming of course that his
readers will readily do so. Well, I suppose we can grant him his wish, but
with ancient texts the real art is to stick
to the lines themselves and interpret exactly what is there. On one occasion
he says, “We do not really know . . . ,”
and on others he often uses phrases
like “might have been,” “would have
been,” “he would no doubt have said. .
. .” Added to this are several turns of
phrase like “it is possible that . . .” or “I
would suggest that. . . .” All this arm
chair dialogue is helpful in portraying
an image of honesty and homeliness,
but does not really elucidate the subject
matter! In fact, sometimes one gets the
impression that for Old later developments colour his interpretation of earlier preaching situations.
The second volume of the series is
much better on this score than the first,

and it is in this volume that Old proves
himself to be a scholar in his own right,
one whose primary focus is homiletics, but without ignoring all the details
of doctrine, interpretation and exegesis. For in this volume, following
through on his freer conversational approach, Old has gone to great lengths
to paint a good picture of the preachers
he is reviewing, and takes fairly lengthy
chunks of space to elaborate on detailed aspects of the preacher’s theological situation before actually getting to his preaching. In fact, on some
occasions, after detailed and colourful
descriptions, Old is forced to come up
short shrift on the preaching. For example, after an interesting and fairly
detailed description of Theodore of
Mopseuestia’s theology of worship he
says: “Unfortunately we do not have all
the documents we need to study him as
a preacher.”

Humour
Old’s homely American style
makes for some humorous descriptive
statements. Commenting on one of
the great Cappadocians of the fourth
century he says: “No Bible Belt evangelist of our grandparents’ day ever
argued his hearers into the creek more
unrelentingly than Gregory.” Describing Origen’s love for numerical speculations: “Such discussions in the sermons of Origen probably turned on
his congregation as much as if a
preacher in the Silicon Valley were to
present the gospel in computerese.”
And then comparing Hippolytus to Tertullian: “Whereas Tertullian is brilliant
and sparkling, Hippolytus, who comes
a generation later, is just plain stodgy.”
Well, if Old perhaps doesn’t quite
know his people, I guess he knows his
wines! Throughout he maintains a
steady, free-flowing pace in his writing,
which helps to keep the reader’s attention, but sometimes the words seem to
topple on top of him, as in one curious
phrase about Cyril of Jerusalem: “We
hear nothing of the daily preaching he
may or may not have done.”
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Perspective
Old’s theological perspective is
slightly stronger in the second volume
than in the first. In Volume I exegetes
and scholars of the most liberal stripe
are brought in to add support to his arguments, begging the question just exactly how Old sees Scripture. For example, Old leaves open the question
whether the book Deuteronomy is
dated in the mosaic period or whether it
is post-exilic; both ways, it is preaching.
It seems that here the written text only
qualifies as scripture in some curious
unexplainable fashion, that is, when a
preacher is properly using the older
texts. Essentially the Old Testament
writings are all seen as products of human reflection which in their own special way become the Word of God. Old
says: “The task of the minister today . .
. is to bring the written Word to living
speech.” How is this to be done? While
the same thought reappears in the next
volume it is less noticeable, and Old
even seems to lend credence to
Chrysostom’s view that the written text
is God breathed, the very Word of God
itself. However, some words of respect
are also directed to Ephrem of Nisibis’
more fluid and poetic view in which
Christ, or the text, or the preacher’s
sermon may constitute the Word of
God. And, perhaps to bolster this position, the name of Karl Barth is brought
in as a contemporary example of similar sort of prophet as graced the world
in the 4th century.
Here we can only wish that Old had
chosen a more clearly defined perspective and a more clearly circumscribed
view of Scripture. As it is his view seems
to allow you to take what route you
want with the text, as long as one doesn’t become too disrespectful towards
it. Hence the likes of a Fosdick and
Barth also come up as the great theologians and preachers of the modern age.
But that standpoint should be reviewed.
For while there may be some similarity
in motivation between Chrysostom and
Barth, the contrast is simply too overpowering for it to qualify: Chysostom
led his subjects into a world of ever
‘higher’ levels of asceticism, while
Barth relentlessly hammered on the
doors leading to increased secularism.
All this is an important point if Old
wishes his work to generate reformational reflection among the preacher’s
of his own day. For he is eloquent in
his description of the boldness of a
preacher like Chrysostom. Here was a
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preacher who dared to stand up to the
corruption in the imperial court! The
opulence of the court could be compared, says Old, to any dinner going
on in Washington DC today. “Luxurious entertainments seem to be a part of
the political process, be it at the imperial courts of antiquity or in the democracies of our own day.” “Luxurious entertainment” is an understatement for
the kind of things happening in Washington today, but at any rate, we can
certainly wish and pray for a ‘court
preacher’ like Chrysostom in that part of
the world.
One regrettable element in Old’s
approach is the conceptual framework.
He has not allowed an opening for the
continental tradition of textual preaching which in itself is different from the
American tradition of expository
preaching. Textual preaching has gone
through its own ups and downs
through the generations, but certainly
in the Reformed context, it is still the
form or genre of preaching that must be
highlighted before the other genres that
Old introduces. In fact, one wonders if
Old’s categories are not in part determined by his weaker view of Scrip-

ture. From a Reformed standpoint, we
would be more inclined to say that all
preaching is prophetic, but it should
first of all be textual, that is bound to a
specific text of Holy Scripture. And although festal preaching may be regarded as a genre coming to its own in
the patristic period, it remained a form
of textual preaching.
These critical notations are not
meant to take away from the great respect I have for this author and his abilities. Although he purports not to write
for academics, he clearly “knows his
stuff” and is able to pass it on with a
sense of passion and love for the material. The presentation shows that Old is
not the stuffy and distant scholar; rather,
his work reflects one who shows himself to be a seasoned minister of the
Word who has used his ministry to
avidly read and reflect upon the many
great preachers who have gone before
him. A laudable homage to the profession! These two volumes not only commend the patience and careful study of
the author, but also whet the appetite
for the rest of the series. We hope he
may receive the strength and the years
to get the job done.

PRESS RELEASE
HAMILTON – The editors and publishers of Clarion and the
editors/publishers of Reformed Polemics met in Hamilton on February 1,
1999 to discuss matters of mutual concern relating to their respective
publications. In attendance were Br. P. de Boer and Br. R. Dykstra of Reformed Polemics, Dr. C. Van Dam, editor of Clarion, and co-editors Dr. J.
De Jong, Prof. J. Geertsema, Dr. N. H. Gootjes, and Rev. G. Ph. van
Popta. Br. W. Gortemaker and Br. G. Kuik, organizers of the meeting, participated as publishers of Clarion.
It was recognized that both magazines have the stated goal to build up
the membership of especially the Canadian Reformed Churches by way of
articles based upon the Word of God and faithful to the Three Forms of Unity.
It was acknowledged that both magazines strive to inform and educate
while seeking the well-being and unity of the churches.
After a wide-ranging and brotherly discussion, the participants realized
that the two magazines have, at times, a different approach and method on
a number of issues. It was agreed that we would respect each other’s specific concerns and editorial perspectives.
Neither Clarion nor Reformed Polemics intends to be one-sided. Both
magazines want to deal incisively with the issues and avoid personal attack.
All agreed that the meeting was worthwhile. The meeting was opened
and closed in a Christian manner.
Editors/Publishers of Reformed Polemics
Editors of Clarion
Publisher of Clarion
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RESS RELEASE

Press Release of the February 12th
and 13th, 1999 Covenant
Canadian Reformed Teachers
College Board of Governors annual
meeting.
The meeting which was held in the
College’s library, was opened at 1:00
p.m. by the chairman Jack Pieterman.
He welcomed everyone present, especially the western governors who were
present for this annual meeting. After
adoption of the January 23, 1999 minutes and approval of the agenda, the
secretary read the incoming mail. A letter was received from the Abbotsford
Canadian Reformed School Society
which operates John Calvin Elementary
School in Yarrow, BC. The letter stated
that since the College’s graduates are
not certified to teach in BC, and due to
the lack of students at the College this
year and local budgetary constraints,
the school society decided to reduce its
funding to the College for this year.
They also urged the Governors to augment its distance learning program.
A letter was received from the College’s principal, Mr. Tony Vanderven
concerning his transfer to Timothy
Canadian Reformed School in Hamilton
next year.
The meeting then dealt with various executive reports including reports
from the Secretary, the Program and
Personnel Committee, the Academic
Advisory Committee, the League of
Canadian Reformed School Societies
(LCRSS), the Women’s Saving Action,
the Building Committee and the Finance Committee. The Treasurer reported that donations and membership
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fees are down substantially from previous years, but because of a significant
bequest received this year, the College
is currently operating without using its
line of credit. At the moment, the account has about one month’s operating
funds, and the College continues to
rely heavily on continued support from
its members and donors.
The meeting then entered into a
discussion concerning the future principalship of the College in light of Mr.
Vanderven’s upcoming retirement from
that position.
The budget for the upcoming academic year was placed into discussion
and approved. Following are some of
the highlights:
• Annual tuition fees are increased
from $3,000 to $3,500;
• The number of full time faculty will
be reduced from three to two;
• The budget is premised on the enrolment of six students;
• The membership fees are reduced
from $300 to $250 to reflect the
overall reduced costs of operation
for next year. It is hoped that faithful supporters will continue their
level of support and that new supporters will join as the College
struggles to maintain its operations
in a fiscally responsible manner.
• The overall budget is reduced from
the current year’s level of $322,500
to $234,500.
The Library Committee reported that it
has now computer-indexed 2,700 of the
College’s 11,000 titles using the new
Athena program.
The College’s representatives to the
LCRSS reported on a recent presentation they made to representatives of the
local school societies in which they
promoted the importance of hiring
graduates from the College.
Mr. Vanderven presented the Faculty report. The following decision were
made:
• The one year program will be continued;
• The two year program will be discontinued
• The previously popular three year
program will be revised, improved

and reintroduced for September
1999. It is noted that this program will
not lead to Provincial certification.
• A new distance education course
will be introduced next year. This
course will be offered to existing
teachers and will lead to a certificate
of Advanced Studies in Reformed
Education. This will be a post graduate program and a certificate will
require successful completion of six
university level courses. The faculty
will investigate whether these
courses could be recognized by universities such as Trinity Western.
• The teaching responsibilities for
next year will be as follows:
• Mr. Horsman and Mrs. Van Halen
will each teach three courses in
the first semester and four in the
second;
• Mr. Vanderven will be “on loan”
from Timothy Canadian Reformed
School to teach one course;
• Rev. Agema will again teach the
Bible Study course and Dr. Oosterhoff the Church History course.
The next day, after the opening, we
met in small groups to discuss board
governance issues. A committee was
appointed to review governance and local representation for the College and in
particular to address the question of
how governors should be appointed
and how they should report back to
their communities. The committee is
comprised of Mrs. M. DeGelder, Mr. J.
Stieva and a faculty member. They will
draft a suggested mandate and report to
the May meeting of the executive.
The local governors were each given
the opportunity to make comments concerning the relationship between their
constituency and the College. Many of
the governors expressed appreciation for
the faithful and committed work Mr.
T.M.P. Vanderven did for the College
over the last 18 years.
The chairman thanked everyone for
contributing to the Christian atmosphere of this two day meeting and the
meeting was closed with a prayer of
thanksgiving.
For the meeting,
T. van Popta
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UR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betty

Dear Busy Beavers
Are you enjoying school life? Have you got lots of friends
in your class? Do you have a really nice teacher, who lets
you do all kinds of fun things during school time? I remember when I went to school. We used to do lots of great activities – singing, art, sport, and lots more.
But there are also times when the things your teacher
makes you do aren’t so much fun. Yet you still have to do
them because that is all part of learning. And you have to
do them as well as you can because that is what God has
asked of you. He knows that there are subjects at school
that you can’t do so well, but through His Holy Spirit, He
helps you to do your very best. Make sure you keep trying
your best.
Lots of love,
Aunt Betty

WORDSEARCH
By Busy Beaver Diana Nobel

C
A
G
V
W
X
A
B
G
F
X
B

O
F
B
Z
Y
P
I
G
V
R
A
M

W
H
E
A
K
P
E
Y
T
N
Z
O

I
D
J
B
C
A
C
D
L
Y
O
U

K
M
G
E
M
H
N
M
U
Z
C
S

L
C
I
F
O
W
I
G
S
Q
I
E

H
N
R
G
N
X
K
J
A
P
R
G

O
O
A
N
K
L
W
A
L
R
U
S

R
T
F
I
E
L
V
W
F
K
O
D

S
P
F
J
Y
M
U
S
E
A
L
O

E
S
E
K
O
R
S
E
E
M
N
L

R
Q
U
N
P
Q
T
A
G
A
H
E

FIND:
COW
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GIRAFFE
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SEAL
KANGAROO
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MOTHERS

HELP THOMAS TO FIND THE
DELICIOUS ICE CREAM
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

What was the name of the mother of each of
the following?
Jesus
____________________________
Isaac
____________________________
Solomon
____________________________
Esau
____________________________
Samuel
____________________________
John Mark
____________________________
Benjamin
____________________________
____________________________
Obed
Cain
____________________________
John the Baptist
____________________________
____________________________
Mahlon
Absalom
____________________________
Reuben
____________________________
____________________________
Moses

FROM THE MAILBOX
Hello, Diana Nobel, for your letter and
puzzle. It was very nice to hear from you
once again. You must have lots of fun in
the snow you have now. And to have 21⁄2
snow days must have been great. I suppose you go home and play in the snow after school each
day. Write again soon, won’t you Diana?
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CLARION
ADVERTISEMENTS
Births
The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for
all whom the Lord our God will call. Acts 2:39 NIV

Engagements
We are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren, as is fitting,
because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of
you for one another is increasing. 2 Thessalonians 1:3

With joy and thankfulness to the Lord, the giver of life, we wish to announce the birth of our second child, a daughter whom we named
TAYLOR MACKENZIE
who was born on January 11, 1999 weighing 7 lbs. 11 oz.
A sister for Chelsea
4th grandchild for Ed and Paddy Roodzant
12th grandchild for George and Helen VanderVelde
Jack and Michelle VanderVelde
3265 Tintern Road, Vineland, ON L0R 2C0

We,
HILDA THALEN and CHRIS NIEZEN
with thankfulness to our LORD, are pleased to announce our
engagement.
December 24, 1998.
6899 Elora Road, RR 1,
Elora, ON N0B 1S0

For You, O LORD, have made me glad by what You have done, I will sing
for joy at the works of Your hands. Psalm 92:4

For this God is our God for ever and ever; He will be our guide even to
the end. Psalm 48:14

Our Covenant God has richly blessed our family by granting us a
daughter. We named her
ALEXA KATELYN
Born February 8, 1999
Alexa is a little sister for Jordan and Luke
Ray and Hannah Buitenbos (nee Kingma)
1413 N. Cascade Way, Lynden, WA 98264

With thankfulness to the Lord who brought us together we,
GARY VIS and JONI BUIKEMA
joyfully announce our engagement.
January 29, 1999
1048 Clearview Avenue, Burlington, ON L7T 2J1

Psalm 8

Let love and faithfulness never leave you, bind them around your neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart. Proverbs 3:3

With joy and thankfulness, we announce the birth of
AMY ROSE VERHELST
Born January 8, 1999
Will and Lori Verhelst
Jessica, Stephanie, Leon and Matthew
RR 2, Site 45, Comp 9, Smithers, BC V0J 2N0
How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth!
Psalm 47:2

With thankfulness to the Lord Most High, we wish to announce the
birth of our daughter and sister
LAURENNE NADINE
on January 8, 1999
Peter, Ebelien, Aylien and Erin Wattel
Box 382, Watford, ON N0M 2S0
With thankfulness to our heavenly Father who has graciously blessed
us with another covenant child, we announce the birth of our second son
ZACHARY SPENCER
Born January 4, 1999
Errol and Melanie Hooimeyer
A little brother for Jackson
Box 123, Neerlandia, AB T0G 1R0
Loving Shepherd, ever near. Teach Thy Lambs Thy voice to hear; Suffer
not their steps to stray. From the straight and narrow way.

With great thankfulness to our heavenly Father, we announce the birth
of our daughter
MEAGAN JOANNE
Born December 28, 1998
A little sister for Matthew and Ryan
James and Marlene Hoogerdijk (nee Leffers)
2209-14 Street, Coaldale, AB T1M 1C7
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Weddings
Secure in the knowledge that the Lord guides the steps of His children,
we Mr. and Mrs. R. Visscher and Mr. and Mrs. G. Vandeburgt joyfully
announce the marriage of our children
MICHELLE JEANETTE and JAMES ANTHONY
The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on Saturday, March 13,
1999 at 2:00 p.m. in the Canadian Reformed Church, Langley, BC.
Rev. D. Vandeburgt and Rev. J. Visscher officiating.
Future address: 19632-50th Avenue,
Langley, BC V3A 4J2

Anniversaries
1959 – March 24 – 1999
Ephesians 5:33

With thankfulness to the Lord, we are happy to announce the 40th
Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and grandparents
DICK and TINEKE BYZITTER (nee Idema)
We pray that the Lord will continue to bless them and keep them in
His care.
Chilliwack, BC:
Jane and Dale Willsie
Justin, Desiree, Danielle, Nicholas,
Nathaniel, Courtney
Grande Prairie, AB: Hank and Sandy Byzitter
Amanda, Shawn
Rick and Wendy Byzitter
Cloverdale, BC:
Sara, Shane, Brendan, Jeffrey
Andrew and Grace Byzitter
Surrey, BC:
Kayla, Kurtis, Michael
#401, 9118 - 149 Street,
Surrey, BC V3R 3Z6

115

1954 – March 26 – 1999
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. 1 Corinthians 13:7

With thankfulness to the Lord our God who has guided and blessed
them, we joyfully announce the 45th Wedding Anniversary of our
dear parents and grandparents
ENGEL and JANNY VANDERVEEN (nee Boog)
May the Lord continue to surround you with His love and care. Their
thankful children and grandchildren.
#301-46966 Vale Road, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2S7

Obituaries
My flesh and heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my
portion for ever. Psalm 73:26

On February 10, 1999 it pleased the Lord to take to Himself at the
age of 91 years our beloved mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Her own life style and her spiritual strength will be remembered by us all. Lord’s Day 1 Heidelberg Catechism was her only
comfort.
GERARDA JOHANNA (Grace) PADDINGE (nee Spans)
Widow of Jan Paddinge since May 9, 1970
Abbotsford, BC:
Alice and George Yntema
Surrey, BC:
Harry and Teresa Paddinge
Parksville, BC:
Jan Paddinge
Surrey, BC:
Gerald and Dolores Paddinge
Delta, BC:
Grace and John Dam
Grandchildren and great-grandchildren
7653 Sutton Place, Delta, BC V4C 7R3
September 17, 1943 – January 19, 1999
The Lord in His wisdom took unto Himself our dear brother, brotherin-law and uncle
HERMAN BUITENHUIS
at the age of 55.
Dear husband and dear father of:
Milton, ON:
Hanne Buitenhuis (nee Larsen)
Flamborough, ON: Nancy and Jamie Lawrence
Milton, ON:
Christopher Buitenhuis and Kathy
Waterdown, ON: Donald and Lesley Buitenhuis
May the Lord comfort and sustain them.
Smithville, ON:
Zwany and Pete Linde
Freelton, ON:
Hennie and Piet DenHollander
Burlington, ON:
Henk and Nellie Buitenhuis
Winfield, BC:
Cindy and Simon DeBruin
Campden, ON:
Leo Rozema and his wife Christine
nieces and nephews
Psalm 103: 15-17

THANK YOU
We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to everyone who
made our 55th Wedding Anniversary such a special occasion. We
were overwhelmed by the many best wishes, flowers and cards. It
was a great joy to experience in this way the communion of saints.
Mr. and Mrs. S. Van Dam, Freelton, ON
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Blessed are those who die in the Lord.
On Monday, January 18, 1999, the Lord took to Himself our dearly
beloved mother, grandmother and great-grandmother
ANNA VELVIS-OOSTERHUIS
at the age of 92 years.
We thank the Lord for all He has given us through her.
Barrhead, AB:
Leonard and Tina Hoogerdijk, nee Velvis
Sardis, BC:
Mary-Ann Hoogerdijk
Armadale, WA:
Mark and Linda Hoogerdijk
Hamilton, ON:
William and Evelyn Hoogerdijk
Sardis, BC:
Stephanie Hoogerdijk
Brandon, MB:
Joe and Alison Ruiter
Edmonton, AB:
Derek Hoogerdijk
Jennifer Hoogerdijk
Mother is also survived by 5 sons, 5 daughters-in-law, 3 daughters,
2 sons-in-law, 32 grandchildren and 23 great-grandchildren in Holland. She was predeceased by her husband, Wubbo on April 1, 1988,
and also by two grandchildren, Jan Marten Hayema and Hans Velvis.
5522-60 Avenue, Barrhead, AB T7N 1C8
January 31, 1948 – February 21, 1999
I lift up my eyes to the hills –
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,
The Maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 121: 1&2

After a courageous battle with leukemia the Lord in His infinite
wisdom called to himself our wife, mother, mother-in-law and
grandmother,
MARY OUSSOREN (Dalhuisen)
Coaldale, AB:
Jake Oussoren
Infant son†
Henny and Albert Engels
Brandon and Michael
Gordon Marinus Oussoren†
Medicine Hat, AB: Gary and Tracy Oussoren
Kira
Vernon, BC:
Sherri and Matt Hofsink
Samantha and Jasmine
2714 - 8th Avenue North, Lethbridge, AB T1H 1C2

Teaching Positions
Due to increasing enrollment, the
Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of Smithville
and Surrounding District Inc. operating
JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
invites application for the position of
TEACHER
Since grade placements for the next year are yet to be determined,
all interested parties are encourage to apply. Any inquiries may be
addressed to the principal, Mr. F.C. Ludwig, at,
(905) 957-2341 (school) (905) 957-3111 (home)
Letters of application stating your experience, qualifications and
views on Reformed Education should be marked “Personal and
Confidential” and sent to:
John Hordyk, Secretary of the Education Committee
4121 Aberdeen Road, Beamsville, ON L0R 1B6
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FOR THE 1999-2000 SCHOOL YEAR
Because of increased enrollment and staff replacement the
Canadian Reformed School Society of Flamborough, Inc.
operating Covenant Christian School
is in need of
TWO FULL TIME TEACHERS
for PRIMARY GRADES
Qualified persons are asked to send their letter of application and resume by February 15, 1999.
For further information, please contact the Principal: Mr. G. Hofsink
(905) 689-3191 (school) (905) 383-6782 (home)
Applications may be sent to:
Education Committee – Covenant Christian School
497 Millgrove Sideroad, PO Box 2, Millgrove, ON L0R 1V0
The congregation in Calgary and the school society
operating Tyndale Christian School
have been experiencing significant growth during the recent past. As we
have many small children in our community continued growth in the
school is anticipated. Therefore,
TEACHERS
interested in teaching multiple grades in Calgary are invited to contact
us and apply for a position beginning with the 1999/2000 school year.
For further information,
please contact our principal, Otto Bouwman, at 403-226-3707
or our Board Chairman, Eric Vanderveen, at 403-280-6480.
Applications should be sent to: Tyndale Christian School Board,
Box 15, Site 8, RR 6, Calgary, AB T2M 4L5
Canadian Reformed School Society
Vernon, BC, Canada
Invites applications for the position of
TEACHER
Teaching multiple grades
Commencing September 1999
Vernon, B.C. is an attractive city located in the beautiful Okanagan Valley and home of Okanagan University College. Our school presently has
26 students with 2 teachers.
Applicants must be certifiable by the Independent Schools Branch of
the Ministry of Education in British Columbia.
For more information contact: Henry van der Molen – Principal
5151 Alain Road, Box 20043, Vernon, BC Canada V1T 9L4
Tel: (250) 549-3789, e-mail: hvandermolen@sd22.bc.ca
Please send applications to the Secretary of the school board:
Nancy van Delft, 5720 Heritage Drive, Vernon, BC Canada V1H 1A5
Tel: (250) 545-9270 Fax: (250) 542-4746
The Canadian Reformed School Society of Coaldale, Alberta
immediately requires a
TEACHER
for its Junior High Grades. Preference will be given to those who have
strength in Mathematics and Science.
We require teachers as of August 1, 1999 in the elementary and secondary grades. For the High School we would like to have teachers with
expertise in Mathematics and Science, although we encourage all
suitable applicants to apply.
Interested applicants can obtain information from
Mr. G. Van Spronsen, Chairman of the Board
Phone: (403) 345-4852 or Mr. J. Harthoorn, Principal
Phone: (403) 345-4055 (school), (403) 345-4891 (home)
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Come to the Beautiful Valley
Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School of Smithers and Houston,
B.C. invites applications for the following positions:
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER (Arts subjects)
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
GRADE ONE TEACHER
GRADE 6/7 TEACHER
for the 1999/2000 school year.
Direct inquiries to the Principal, Henk Van Beelen at
(250) 847-3492 (school), (250) 847-5924 (home),
(250) 847-3912 (fax), or ebenezer@bulkley.net (e-mail).
Submit applications to the Secretary of the Board,
Mr. Walter VanGrootheest, Box 3700, Smithers, BC V0J 2N0
The Canadian Reformed Society of Burlington, Inc.,
operating John Calvin Christian School
invites applications for the position of
JUNIOR DIVISION TEACHER
for the 1999-2000 school year.
For information about this position, contact the principal
Mr. P. deBruin
Phone: (905) 634-8015, Fax: (905) 634-9772,
Home: (905) 639-0470
Applications may be addressed to his attention at the school:
607 Dynes Road, Burlington, ON L7N 2V4
The board of Credo Christian High School
invites applications for September ’99 for
TEACHERS
Those with aptitude and interest in
MATH, SCIENCE and HUMANITIES
are particularly urged to apply. Applicants with training in other
academic areas will also be seriously considered.
For further details please contact the principal: Mr. E. Vanderboom
School: (604) 530-5396; Fax: (604) 530-8965
Home: (604) 534-8837
Please send all correspondence to: Credo Christian High School
PO Box 3457, Langley, BC V3A 4R8
The Canadian Reformed Society of Burlington, Inc.,
operating John Calvin Christian School
invites applications for the position of
PRINCIPAL
for the 1999-2000 school year.
For information about this position, contact the Board Chairman,
Mr. Koos Torenvliet at school, (905) 634-8015, fax: (905) 634-9772,
or at home: (905) 528-0453
Applications may be addressed to:
Education Committee, c/o John Calvin Christian School
607 Dynes Road, Burlington, ON L7N 2V4
The Maranatha/Emmanuel Canadian Reformed School Society Inc.
of Fergus, Guelph and district
invites applications for
TEACHERS
for the 1999-2000 school year.
For information contact the principal H.J. Nobel
School: 1-519-843-3029 Home: 1-519-848-3922
Applications to be addressed to:
Maranatha/Emmanuel Christian School, c/o Education Committee,
RR 3, Garafraxa Street, Fergus, ON N1M 2W4
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The Canadian Reformed School Society of Winnipeg, Inc.
has opportunities in the
ELEMENTARY and SECONDARY LEVELS
and invites applications from
TEACHERS
Duties to commence August 1, 1999
Immanuel Christian School has 12 full-time teachers and an enrollment
of 200 students in the grades K-12.
Interested applicants may obtain information from:
Mr. H. van Delden, Chairman of the Board,
phone 204-224-1620 (home)
Mr. A. Gunnink, Principal, phone 204-661-8937, 204-224-9206
Please forward your application to:
Immanuel Christian School, 215 Rougeau Avenue,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 3Z9
Fax No. 204-669-7013, email: agunnink@total.net

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Dufferin –
Orangeville, Ontario
invites applications from suitably qualified persons for the positions of
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
GRADE 1/2 TEACHER
GRADE 3/4 TEACHER
for the 1999-2000 school year with duties to commence
September 1999.
For more information about this position please call:
Mr. Nick Mans, Principal
at (519) 941-4368 (school) or (519) 941-0464 (home)
Mr. Jack Kottelenberg, Chairman Education Committee
at (519) 939-1998 (work) or (519) 942-8695 (home)
Please send applications to: The Canadian Reformed School Society
of Dufferin, PO Box 175, Orangeville, ON L9W 2Z6
c/o Mr. Robert Allen, Secretary of the School Board

TEACHERS NEEDED – FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME
The Niagara Reformed Christian Education Association which
operates Heritage Christian School (K-OAC)
invites applications for the following openings for the 1999/00
school year:
Senior grade school teacher (full-time)
High School Math/Science (full-time)
High School French (part or full-time)
High School History (full-time)
High School English (full-time)
We have been blessed with strong and supportive families for a total
enrollment of more than 450 students, a cohesive, professional staff
consisting of 30-plus full-time and part-time personnel, and beautiful new
facilities. Qualified applicants who seek to serve Jesus Christ in the area
of Christian education and who submit to Scripture as interpreted by
the Reformed confessions are encouraged to apply. Applicants should
submit a resumé, a one-page statement of their philosophy of education, a one-page statement of faith, and references as soon as possible.
Please send inquiries and/or applications to:
Attn: A. Ben Harsevoort, Principal
Heritage Christian School, Box 400, Jordan Station, ON L0R 1S0 Canada
Phone (905) 562-7303 • Fax (905) 562-0020
E-mail hcs92@aol.com

Providence Reformed Collegiate
invites applications for a
TEACHER
in the areas of History, Geography, and French beginning in the
1999/2000 school year. PRC is a small, growing high school in its
second year of operation.
Please submit a resume with a statement of faith, philosophy of education, and a letter of reference from your church consistory.
Providence Reformed Collegiate
Attn. Education Committee. PO Box 114, Komoka, ON N0L 1R0

The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of Chatham
and District, operating
EBENEZER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
invites applications for the following position:
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
(2 – 21⁄2 days a week)
as well as applications for the position of
TEACHER
(Full-time, multiple grade, elementary level).
In addition, those applicants who feel they are also capable of assuming
PRINCIPAL’S duties should indicate so on their application.
Abilities in French and Music would be a definite asset for applicants
for the full-time position.
The school has a current enrollment of approximately 85 students from
kindergarten to grade 8. At present, our staff consists of 4 full-time
and 2 part-time teachers.
For more information, contact the principal: Mrs. W. Smid
70 Main Street East, Ridgetown, ON N0P 2C0 (519) 354-1142
Send applications to the chairman of the Education Committee:
Mr. John DeBoer, 116 Valley Road, Chatham, ON N7L 5L4
Email: john.deboer@at.siemens.ca
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The Canadian Reformed School Society of Burlington, Inc.,
operating John Calvin Christian School,
invites applications for the position of
HALF-TIME INTERMEDIATE DIVISION TEACHER
for the 1999-2000 school year.
For information about this position, please contact the principal
Mr. P. deBruin
Phone: (905) 634-8015, Fax: (905) 634-9772,
Home: (905) 639-0470
Applications may be addressed to his attention at the school:
607 Dynes Road, Burlington, ON L7N 2V4

EBENEZER VILLA
Stone Church Road East
Hamilton, Ontario
For your enjoyment we offer: 35 apartments for senior
citizens with rent subsidy possible, if available.
Rewarding atmosphere, close to all amenities
Audio/Video linkup with the Cornerstone Canadian
Reformed Church.
For further information, please contact
Ike Vanderwoude (905) 639-8110
Tony Vanderhout (905) 692-3986

HOUSE FOR RENT
House available for rent in West Hamilton area. Close
to the Ancaster or Hamilton Canadian Reformed
Church. The option of renting the upstairs and/or
downstairs as separate apartments is a possibility.
Please call (905) 318-9769
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ROOM & BOARD
Richmond Hill, Ontario
Furnished single bedroom, meals, parking, laundry
facilities, close to transit. Suitable for responsible,
mature person. No smoking.
For more info, please call (905) 763-7347
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Landscape Foreman & Labourer
Required for Spring of 1999
Medium-sized firm seeks self motivated, well organized individual to act as foreman over a crew averaging 2-3 people. AZ licence an asset. Must have excellent knowledge of natural stone installations as well as
plant identification. Three or more years experience.
Labourer also required. Experience an asset. Wages to
be negotiated based on experience. Please sent resume
with references to:
Landmark Design Ltd.
Attention: Gary Nordeman
Box 236
Thornbury, Ontario N0H 2P0

The
Christian Counselling Centre
in St. Thomas, an agency which has provided family,
marriage and individual counselling on
South-Western Ontario since 1990, invites applications
for the position of
COUNSELLOR AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
to begin work in May 1999.
Qualifications:
A Masters Degree in Social Work or its equivalent; a
member in good standing in a Reformed church; willingness to travel.
Please send your resume, transcripts, two letters of reference, a letter from your church council and a onepage statement of philosophy on Christian counselling
by March 31, 1999, to:
Christian Counselling Centre,
15 St. Catharine Street,
St. Thomas, ON
N5P 2V7
Attention: Chairman of the Board
All correspondence will be kept strictly confidential.

IN CONCERT
THE HOSANNA MIXED CHOIR
- THE MATTANIAH MALE CHOIR
Combined over 190 voices
under the direction of Herman den Hollander with
organists Andre Knevel and John VanderLaan.
Also participating will be the RCS School Choir and
trumpetist Jack ’t Mannetje.
Date: Friday - March 26
Place: Park Bible Church
(Kerns Rd. and North Service Rd.)
Burlington, ON
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Admission at the door.
CANADIAN REFORMED HOCKEY LEAGUE
This year our hockey tournament will be held on April
16 and 17 at Chesswood Arena, Toronto, ON. We have
room for 32 teams with proceeds going this year to the
Theological College Library Fund.
We invite all interested teams to apply by sending:
a) $375.00 payable to Canadian Reformed Hockey
League.
b) Contact name, phone number, address
c) Rosters made up of only Canadian Reformed players
to the league office.
John Bos
7 Northridge Drive
Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Deadline is March 19, 1999.
For any information call John Bos 905-957-2232
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BURNHILL REALTY
LIMITED

Call me at no
obligation
l

TO LIST
l TO SELL
l TO BUY

JOHN MEERVELD
Associate Broker

1(905) 639-3355
1(905) 528-2177
1(905) 563-4185
FAX 1(905) 639-7852
CAR 1(905) 572-0677

PERSONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FOR YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
Serving the COMMUNITY SINCE 1980
Burlington, Waterdown, Flamborough
Grimsby and Beamsville Area
SELECT LAWN SPRINKLERS
a growing company serving the greater Hamilton/
Burlington area, invites applications for personnel
experienced in installing and servicing lawn sprinkler
systems and also for a secretary to work in the office.
Experience preferred, but training is available.
Please submit resumes to:
Fax (905) 689-6001
or mail - 545 Evans Road
Waterdown, ON L0R 2H1
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ROOM FOR RENT
in bright, spacious house in Guelph. All utilities
included. Close to bus route, and amenities.
Great for students!
Call Will after 5 p.m. at (519) 763-3467 for more info.

JAN GELDERMAN LANDSCAPING

CHRISTIAN
GUIDED TOURS

BIBLE LANDS
CRUISE & TOUR

invites applications for the following positions:

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE FOREMAN
minimum 3 years related experience
we offer: full time April to November employment
benefit package

GENERAL FOREMAN
to be responsible for handyman / odd jobs
we offer: full time April to November employment
benefit package

NOV. 3 TO NOV. 18, 1999
INTERESTED IN SEEING THE SIGHTS WHERE SO MANY
BIBLICAL EVENTS TOOK PLACE?

GENERAL LABOURERS/STUDENTS
summer employment position
excellent for college/university students

15 WONDERFUL DAYS
VISIT: Italy, Crete, Cypress, Rhodes, Turkey,
Athens and Israel
FR $4121.00CDN
(INC. CRUISE, AIR, HOTEL AND MEALS)
SUNDAYS FREE WITH WORSHIP SERVICE
JOIN US ON THIS EXCITING TOUR

For more information on any of these positions, please contact
our office at (905)689-5433 during business hours.
Please mail or fax resumes to:
Employment Opportunities
Jan Gelderman Landscaping
491 Karen Drive, Burlington, ON L7R 3J2
Fax (905) 689 8591 or email gelder@gelderman.com

For more information call:
GRACE or RALPH VISSCHER
C/O Visscher’s Travel & Cruise Ltd.

www.gelderman.com

1-800-811-2388
BC. Reg. # 3076-2

THE MUSIC GROUP
&
THE PIANOHOUSE
FOR

CONTENT
HOME AND CHURCH ORGANS
&
Quality new and used
PIANOS and GRAND PIANOS
5205 Harvester Rd. #2 Burlington, Ont. L7L 6B5
Tel. & Fax (905) 631-1929 or 1-888-PIANO-81
Visit us at our web site
www.yellowpages.ca/pianosorgans

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

•
•
•
•

PREMIER PRINTING LTD.
invites applications for the following positions:
Customer Service – Graphic Arts experience
required.
Estimator
Pressman – experience required.
Press helper

Training for the positions can be provided.
Remuneration depending on qualifications and
experience.
Excellent fringe benefits package offered.
Contact

Mr. Bill Raap for more information by
Phone: 1 (204) 663-9000
Fax: 1 (204) 663-9202
e-mail: premier@premier.mb.ca

and send resume to
Mr. W. Gortemaker
Premier Printing Ltd.
One Beghin Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2J 3X5
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