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Marriage Under Fire

EDITORIAL
By J. De Jong

Marriage Under Fire
A beleaguered institution
Probably no institution has suffered from the onslaught
of secularism as has the marriage institution. Divorce rates
have skyrocketed in western countries, and an increasing
number of people prefer to live a single life. Take for example John Taylor’s description of marriage in his recent book
called Falling: The Story of One Marriage.1 After twelve
years of living with his wife, and after going through the birth
and growth of one daughter, his marriage became “a mechanism so encrusted with small disappointments and petty
grudges that its parts no longer closed.” He can hardly account for the reason why he married: “It seemed a good idea
at the time.” But over the years “something went wrong,”
and while living together, they were actually miles apart.
Taylor quotes the German writer Hermann Keyserling who
called marriage a “state of tragic tension” between selfinterest and duty, freedom and responsibility. A good marriage is “just a matter of luck.” Why be so big on faithfulness?
Says Taylor: “Surrounded by disposable goods, we were
urged every day to switch brands, trade up, discard, gratify
every appetite – our times encouraged faithlessness.” After
all, if everything else is disposable, why not your husband or
your wife?

Other alternatives
Dissatisfaction with the monogamous relationship has
caused a proliferation of new and imaginative alternatives to sprout from people’s minds. In the legal world, the
term “spouse” has even been applied to what is called a
“same-sex union” – as if that is even possible. Then there
are the promoters of the so-called new celibacy. For example, Elizabeth Abbot, the dean of women at Trinity College on the campus of the University of Toronto, says that
because sex has become such a depersonalized, athletic
activity in our post modern culture, more and more people are choosing to live without it. She opted for the
same alternative after having taken the journey through
marriage and childbearing. Why choose celibacy after
marriage? She says:
This is because for me, as for most women, celibacy has
major tangible benefits, namely respite from the time
consuming burdens of housewifery to which even liberated professionals succumb. I am particularly grateful to be relieved of that aspect of previous relationships.
No longer do I need to plan, shop for, cook, serve and
clean up after a week’s meals, or iron the shirts I once
foolishly boasted I could do better than the dry cleaner,
or answer that infernal question, “Honey, where are
my socks?”2
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In her own polite – or less than polite – way Elizabeth has
told men, and especially the man in her life, where to get off.
She’s done with the “burdens of housewifery.” The price she
pays is no sex at all, but for her – in her situation, she admits – the deal is well worth it.
Or as another new alternative, consider the route chosen by Celine Davies (not her real name), a Toronto actress
and producer. She used the avenue of the “Voice personals”
to find a special partner. She says :”I decided to seek a lover
after 10 years of celibacy in a 20 year marriage.”3 For her,
celibacy was decidedly not an alternative. “Frankly,” she
says, “my hormones eventually got the better of me.” She
tells her story of carefully choosing a Mr. Right from the barrage of options open to her. It was an elaborate process,
but as far as she’s concerned it worked. “I am happy. My
husband is happy. My lover is delirious. But . . . there is a
real danger. Our affection for each other continues to
deepen. And it has become a struggle to keep our emotions in check.”
Emotions in check? And that in the context of what is
(or, let me say, should be) full marital intimacy? It’s almost
too absurd to believe. For here a relationship that is designed to bring one’s emotions to their fullest expression
is being exploited with the implicit proviso that the emotions be curtailed, so that a part of them can still be reserved for someone else. Oh, the bizarre meanderings of
modern day people!

The root of the problem
One note strikes me in this selection of examples that I
have listed above – a package which could easily be multiplied by hundreds of similar pieces in our day and age.
People have lost sight of the purpose of marriage and its
place in the God given created order. Marriage is no
longer seen as an institution designed to serve God and his
purposes in the world. The result? The pursuit of self-interest takes over, and takes precedence over the responsibilities to the other persons (spouse and children) that marriage
itself requires. Such a pursuit of self-interest in marriage is
the exact formula required to ensure its failure and eventual
destruction. For it is by definition not a relationship conditioned by self-interest. It may initially be prodded by personal interests and the call of the created order itself, the
call to reproduction that comes with our created structure.
But it remains an institution of service in which personal
interests must be complemented and overcome by service
to your partner, and above and before this, your service of
the one true God!
Marriage ultimately remains a duty and calling. The call
of nature itself is filled out and entirely qualified by the call
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of God. And when He calls, his call is
always a call away from the pursuit of
self-interest to a life of service. Marriage, too, is an institution designed to
serve God, church and country, and
whoever sees it as an arrangement to
satisfy his own pursuits can never escape the world of “tragic tension.” The
tension is born out of apostasy! Only

What’s inside?
Can marriage survive the onslaught of secularization? Alternatives
to marriage, redefinition of “spouse”
to include same-sex couples, cynicism, the acceptance and even expectation of adultery – the church
looks pretty old fashioned in the face
of all that. How do we hold the old
biblical line on marriage? Dr. De Jong
writes about this in the editorial.
Have you ever been lonely and
homesick? Undoubtedly. Read Rev.
Slomp’s meditation.
Some of our churches have silver collection pots on the Lord’s
Supper table. What are they about?
Dr. C. Trimp in an article translated by the Rev. J. Mulder informs
us in an answer to a question he
once received.
Have you heard of “postmodernism”? You probably have. Dr.
F.G. Oosterhoff has written a very
interesting and accessible book on
the topic. Dr. De Jong reviews it. In
turn, Dr. Oosterhoff writes an article about Dr. N. Postman’s most
recent book on the topic of postmodernism.
Finally, Mrs. Ravensbergen has
sent us her last “Ray of Sunshine.”
After almost a decade of writing her
cheery column, she has decided to
pass the pen on to others – Mrs. Corrine Gelms and Mrs. Erna Nordeman. I think I speak for all us readers when I say: “Thank you very
much, Mrs. Ravensbergen, for the
wonderful way you always pointed
us to our faithful heavenly Father, to
his promises, and the comfort we
have in knowing that He has extended his covenant of friendship to
us.” We trust that Mrs. Gelms and
Mrs. Nordeman, while adding their
own touches to the column, will
continue it in a similarly biblical and
comforting way.
GvP
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when the human heart is directed to the
service of the Creator, only then can a
marriage achieve its real goal and find
its true end. That is why the apostle enjoins marriage only in the Lord (1 Cor 7:
39). Marriage can only find its deepest
meaning in its submission to the lordship of Jesus Christ, (cf Eph 5:21ff).
We also do not need to spiritualize
marriage, as if it can only function as an
institution for the sake of the church, and
the building of the church. To be sure,
that is a big part of a Christian marriage.
But each and every marriage, also the
Christian marriage, represents a calling
from God to serve Him and his purposes.
God calls man and woman to live in
this special bond of companionship and
fellowship, and still desires the expansion and growth of humankind! The one
human race needs to come to its completion in order that from that whole, a
new humankind can be shaped to the
furtherance of God’s glory.

A continued task!
Therefore the church still has an important calling and task with regard to
the marriage institution today. In the
face of widespread secularization, we

need to witness concerning the true
purpose of marriage. It is an institution
not just for the church, but for society as
a whole. It’s an institution representing
the deepest relationship of human love
that can be expressed. As such it also is
instrumental in serving the stability and
harmony of society as a whole. Therefore the church must call the authorities
to enact and promote laws that protect
this institution in the face of increasing
ridicule and hostility.
Marriage is under fire. How do we
meet the challenge? First, foster a marriage which is still on fire – fire for the
Lord, nurtured by the flame He kindles. And second, let your marriage
too become part of the living voice, the
testimony of the church against a
wicked and a perverse generation.
Then, also through this institution, God
will complete his purposes and lead
his church to glory!
I am quoting from a review by Anne
Kingston in The Globe and Mail, March 6,
1999.
2
Quoted in The Globe and Mail, March
6,1999.
3
Writing in The Globe and Mail, (Facts and
Arguments) March 9, 1999.
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REASURES, NEW AND OLD

T

MATTHEW 13:52

By W.B. Slomp

“At that time, I will gather you; at that time,
I will bring you home.”
Zephaniah 3:20
When I was fourteen years old, I
was anxious to have a summer job. I
was a full of confidence in my own
abilities and was willing to tackle anything. When some good friends of the
family, who lived in the big city of
Rotterdam, arranged a job for me in the
same factory as their own son, I
jumped at the chance. Although Rotterdam was more than 100 kilometers
from where I lived, I did not give being away from home a second thought.
I set off by train. However, I disembarked at the wrong station. I was in
completely unfamiliar territory, I did
not know anyone and was too ashamed
and proud to ask anyone for help. My
“uncle’s” son who was supposed to
pick me up figured out where I might
have gotten off, and finally fetched me
from the train station.
The job was in a pop factory. They
put me at the end of a conveyor belt
where I had to grab the bottles, put them
in a crate, and stack them. I had a very
difficult time keeping up with those
across from me. Although I did my utmost, the older, more experienced boys
poked fun at me. At the end of the day,
I was exhausted and miserable. My
hands were full of blisters and cuts,
and every bone in my body ached. My
misery was compounded by the fact
that I had to stay in a strange house,
without family or friends, without my
mother tending to my wounds. As you
can imagine, after a few days of this I
was longing for home. There is nothing
like being away from home that makes
you once again appreciate it. Only then
do you realize what a wonderful place
your own home is. It gives you a totally
new perspective.
Zephaniah writes about Jerusalem.
That is the central dwelling place to
God’s people. It is their home. For that
is also where the Lord God manifests
his presence and that is where his tem56

ple is. There the people gather together
to celebrate the various yearly feasts,
to offer sacrifices and to receive atonement for their sins. It is a place of fellowship, of restored relationships with
the Lord God and with each other. It is
a place of peace and well being.
However, at the time that Zephaniah wrote his prophecy, the people
were not showing appreciation for their
home. Although outwardly the people
went along with the reforms of Josiah
that were going on at that time, in reality their hearts were not in it. The vast
majority of them did not appreciate the
wonderful riches they had received
from the Lord God. They wanted to be
independent. They wanted to do things

There is nothing
like being away from
home that makes
you once again
appreciate it.
on their own, in their own strength.
They rejected God. So Zephaniah
warns the people of Judah about the impending exile. He writes about it as a
fait accompli. There is no doubt that the
exile will take place.
But now, at the end of this
prophecy, Zephaniah writes about the
time during and after the exile. By the
rivers of Babylon they will sing their
songs of lament, expressing their sorrow and misery, being away from their
home. Zephaniah comforts those who
mourn their loss with the words that the
Lord God is going to bring them home
once again. He will again gather a remnant to himself.
Why would they yearn for their
homeland and particularly Jerusalem so
much? Would it be because of the fa-

miliar streets and market places, and
their friends and relatives? Is that what it
is all about? No, that cannot be, for
Jerusalem will have been destroyed,
and the temple as well. No one is left.
Everything is gone.
What then will they be longing for?
Well, they will be longing for restored
fellowship with the Lord their God.
The exile happened because God was
angry with them because of their sins.
They believed that they could do without God. They did not think that they
needed Him for protection and care
and love. Nevertheless, they will come
to the realization that they cannot do
without Him. Their true home is with
the Lord their God, who manifests his
presence in Jerusalem. They will be
looking forward to rebuilding the temple, and the walls around Jerusalem.
We now live after Pentecost, and
God chooses to dwell in our bodies as
temples of his Spirit. God sent his Holy
Spirit so that we can live in closeness
to Him, so that we may experience his
wonderful presence. However, sometimes it happens that we want to look
for new experiences, for this world has
so many things to offer. We want to try
to make it on our own. Then God calls
us back. He comes with his Word and
Spirit to have us come home to Him.
We must not be too proud and stubborn
to heed his call. No, then we have to
leave everything behind and allow Him
to gather us. We must always long to be
with Him. For we are but aliens here
on this earth. Our true home is with
the Lord our God. Are you longing always to be with Him? If you do then
He will have you come home to the
New Jerusalem, where you will never
be miserable.
Rev. Slomp is the minister of the Canadian Reformed Church of Neerlandia,
Alberta.
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The Lord’s Supper
and Deaconry
By C. Trimp
Dr. C Trimp, Professor Emeritus of Diaconiology at the Theological University
in Kampen, once received a question
about the offerings taken at the Lord’s
Supper Table. We thought that the
question and the answer may be of interest to our readers. This article first appeared in the Dutch periodical for office-bearers, Dienst (1974) and was
translated and slightly abridged by the
Rev. J. Mulder.

The question
On our Lord’s Supper table
there are always a few collection
bowls in which those who attend
the Lord’s Supper put their donations. Originally these gifts were
designated for the ministry of mercy
(deaconry), but at the moment they
are for the building fund of the Theological University. In our council
meeting the question was raised
whether it would not be better to
do away with these collection
bowls and have a normal collection during the service so that every
one who attends can contribute.
This “problem” was handed over
to the deacons because they had
agreed to give up the proceeds which
in the past went to the deaconry.
These collection bowls may
have an historical, maybe even a
symbolic origin of about twenty centuries. That is why we come with this
question: does it still make sense to
keep up this tradition today? Or is it
better to give up this practice since
not every one who attends church
also attends the Lord’s Supper?

The love meals and the Lord’s
Supper
When we trace the long history of
this custom we soon discover the rich
meaning of this thanksgiving offering at
the table of our Lord. From the New
Testament we know that caring for the
needy brothers and sisters and the celeCLARION, FEBRUARY 4, 2000

bration of the Lord’s Supper were closely
related. Maybe even so close that both
activities took place at the same table.
The reader only needs to turn to Acts
2:42 and Acts 2:46 and read them together in order to get an idea of how this
matter was dealt with in the life of the
congregation just after Pentecost
We don’t know the details and the
exact order in which they did things in
the worship services of this first Pentecost congregation. But we do know of
the so-called love meals or love feasts of
that early time. We read about them in
Jude 12 and 1 Corinthians 11:17-33.
The richer members of the congregation
brought along so much food and drink
that also the poor brothers and sisters
had enough to eat.

The joy in
God’s salvation
is the framework for caring
for each other
in the congregation.
In 1 Corinthians 11 Paul warns the
congregation that their love meals tend
to develop into something which was
the opposite of what they were supposed to be. The intention of this meal
was that it reflect the fellowship and
communion described in Acts 2:42.
But in Corinth they were in danger of
letting it degenerate into something totally different. It is this table of love and
the Lord’s Supper which is also meant
in Acts 6:1.
In time this custom developed in
such a way that the believers brought all
kinds of food to their church buildings.
We get the impression of a very colourful scene when we read that in those
first centuries bread and wine, oil and
cheese, olives and other fruit, plus all
kind of birds were brought to the
church. The deacons were always the

ones who were active in collecting and
distributing these donations of food.
During the Middle Ages this colourful
scene changed when instead of all these
various donations, money was taken
along to church.
We also know that a small portion
of these various donations was taken to
be used as food and drink for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. All the rest,
and that was quite a bit, was designated for the clergy and the poor. These
poor brothers and sisters lived off the
donations that had been reserved for
them at the Lord’s Supper table.

Thanksgiving and generosity
to the poor
There is something beautiful and
meaningful in this practice. In the Christian church the poor will not go hungry
but they may live from what they receive in a direct manner from the hands
of Christ. The love of the Lord Jesus
Christ which made possible the Lord’s
Supper table in this world also incites
much love and fellowship in the hearts
of the believers so that the poorer brothers and sisters may expect their sustenance from that love and that table.
Although we know that already
quite soon these donations became
part of the “good works” and the “sacrifice” that at the Lord’s table was offered to God (the beginning of the so
called offertorium in the framework of
the Eucharist), all this may not keep us
from continuing to appreciate the Scriptural idea behind it. Despite that historically these donations later degenerated to “sacrificial gifts of atonement”
offered by men to God, originally they
were gifts of praise and thanksgiving
for forgiveness received.
This custom of the New Testament
church is also completely in line with
the Old Testament stipulation that an
Israelite not appear before the Lord
empty-handed when he went to celebrate the feasts of salvation. Precisely
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when he remembered God’s deliverance from Egypt, the house of bondage
(Passover), and God’s taking care of his
people in the desert (Feast of Booths),
he had also to remember those who
were so vulnerable among God’s people: the widow, the orphan and the
Levite (e.g. Deut 14:28, 29; 16:11,14). It
was a good Jewish custom to remember the poor especially on the Passover
evening. If we keep that in mind, we understand better a passage such as John
13:29.
The joy in God’s salvation is the
framework for caring for each other in
the congregation (see Acts 2:46). It is
there where the deep roots of the work
of the deacons are.

A meaningful tradition
When we keep in mind what we
have learned so far, then it is clear in
which direction we must go to answer
the question. The presence of collection
bowls at the Lord’s Table is not just an
age-old tradition. It is also a meaningful tradition which provides a direct link
to the church of the New and Old Testament. Those collection bowls remind
the brothers and sisters who approach

the Lord’s Supper that the celebration of
God’s salvation also means caring for
those members whose joy is dimmed by
worries for their daily needs. The powerful symbolism of the Lord’s Supper is
in an essential way enriched by these
thank offerings.
Another aspect is that also the deacons are reminded that the roots of
their office become visible at the Lord’s
table. Their work and visits in the congregation find their origin at this table.
They distribute that which the believers
have brought to the Lord’s table out of
love for his salvation. But, it is of course
essential that we always designate these
offerings as being for the work of the
deacons! In the congregation where this
question was raised things went wrong
when the deacons allowed these gifts
to be designated for something else.
No wonder that then the question
comes up whether it is not better to replace this custom of Lord’s Supper
bowls with an “ordinary” collection!
We would regret it very much if we
would go in that direction. It would be
to the detriment both of the celebration
of the Lord’s Supper as well as the appreciation of the office of deacon. There

is already among us a lack of recognition and an underestimating of the symbolic-power of the Lord’s Supper. We
should go into another direction. We
have to learn again as congregation
and deacons that the Lord’s Supper donation is the offering for the deaconry,
and the other so called “ordinary” collections of every Sunday are an extension of that Lord’s Supper offering.
The argument that not everyone can
bring his offering to the Lord’s Table is
really no argument and no way to discuss this beautiful custom. Any baptized member who has a donation
which he or she wants to offer will also
able to find a way to hand in these gifts.
If we lose the right perspective in
this matter then indeed the collection
at the Lord’s Supper table turns into a
“vulgar” way of “making money” in the
church. Then it would indeed be better
to quickly remove these collection
bowls from the table. But if that would
happen we would be going in the
wrong direction both with respect to the
liturgy as well as in appreciating the office of deacon.

Neil Postman’s Advice for the
New Century
By F.G. Oosterhoff
Neil Postman is no stranger to
many of us. A professor in the department of culture and communications at
New York University and the author of
some twenty books, he is a widely-read
cultural and educational critic whose
work has received attention also in
our circles.
Postman’s areas of concern are several. They include our society’s uncritical acceptance and idolization of technology, its enslavement to the media of
entertainment, its refusal to pay attention to the lessons of the past, and its
apparent inability to provide a sound
education for its youth. As an educational critic he consistently asks for an
approach to schooling that stresses the
development of the children’s mind,
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rather than one that manipulates them
into becoming docile producers and
consumers. These various concerns are
addressed in such well-known books as
Amusing Ourselves to Death, Technopoly, Teaching as a Conserving Activity,
The Disappearance of Childhood, and
The End of Education.
This past year Postman has added
yet another book to the list. It is entitled
Building a Bridge to the Eighteenth Century: How the Past can Improve our Future (Knopf, 1999, $ 35 Cdn). As the title suggests, his aim is to show that
there is wisdom in giving heed to the
lessons of history, but in the process of
doing so he returns to several of his
other concerns as well. They include the
evil effects of our over-reliance on tech-

nology, the unwise equating of “information” with knowledge, and the urgent
need for educational reform. The book
also deals – as previous ones have done
– with the need for finding a worldview that can replace the fragmentary
and relativistic postmodernist one.

Flaws
Like earlier books by Postman, this
new volume has drawn a good deal of
attention, also in Canadian media. This
is not surprising. Postman’s cultural critique is generally to the point, and many
of the educational and other guidelines
he provides are worth considering.
Therefore, being acquainted with some
of his earlier books, I expected that I
would be able to review this latest
CLARION, FEBRUARY 4, 2000

volume in a largely positive manner.
Now that I have read it, however, I realize that I can recommend it only with
important caveats.
True, there is much in the book that
is attractive, especially for those who
are not familiar with the author’s previous works. (To them I would especially
recommend the chapters on Technology, Language, Information, Children,
and Education.) But those who have
read any number of Postman’s earlier
books will find this latest volume repetitive. This does not necessarily invalidate the work: it cannot hurt to be reminded of the author’s often sound
advice on how to counter the inanities
of our postmodern culture. There are,
moreover, some topics – for example
in the chapter on language – that he has
not dealt with in any detail before. But
the fact remains that most of the issues
he discusses in his latest book have
been covered – and often in much
greater depth – in previous ones.
This repetitiveness applies not only
to the critical parts of this volume, but
also to the solutions it proposes. It is
here that we encounter the serious
weakness – not only in the present
work, but also in a number of the author’s previous ones. Postman realizes
the close connection between our society’s discontents and its loss of a coherent world-view – or “narrative,” or
“story,” as postmoderns call it – and
he tries to help us recover such a
world-view. He knows that religious
convictions must be at its basis. They
are necessary because only religion
can give an answer to the nagging
question – the one that every thinking
being struggles with, whether consciously or not – as to why we are here
and what is expected of us. Religious
faith, he says, is also among the means
that provide us with a transcendent
authority to which we can turn for
moral guidance. But being a convinced
humanist, he is unable to construct a
world-view on a truly religious basis
and concludes by proposing a narrative
that is almost indistinguishable from
the defunct modern one.
In the end, therefore, the book
serves to show the inability of modern
humanism to solve the problems of
fragmentation and meaningless that
plague our postmodern society. Seen
from that point of view – the one I will
adopt in this report – the book is no
less instructive than any of the previous ones.
CLARION, FEBRUARY 4, 2000

Back to the Age of Reason
Postman is concerned about the future. The twentieth century has been
one of almost unrelieved disaster, and
he warns that unless we change our belief systems the prospects for the twentyfirst century are gloomy. The necessary
changes can be accomplished, he says,
if we look to the past and imitate the
positive examples we can find there.
While agreeing with the philosopher
Santayana that those who neglect history will be forced to repeat it, he thinks
that this famous saying stresses the negative aspect of the lessons of history too
much. We should turn to the past not
only to learn what to avoid, but also to
find out what works. Having done so,
we can imitate these good examples. It
is the only means we have of influencing the new century, for “the future” in
itself is non-existent. Its nature will depend on what we bring into it from the
past. It follows that we should choose the
best part of that past to “fill” the future.
In short, while it is bad to forget our
culture’s mistakes, it is worse to forget
its successes.

Only religion
can give an answer
to the nagging question
as to why we are here and
what is expected of us.
The past to which Postman wants us
to go for guidance is the eighteenth century, a period that is also known as the
Enlightenment or the Age of Reason. A
self-confessed enemy of the twentieth
century, he sees nothing positive in the
immediate past. He briefly considers the
possible relevance of the teachings of the
ancient Greeks and the Christian Middle Ages, but concludes that these
sources are too far away and too abstract
to be of much relevance for our scientific
and technological age. It is in the eighteenth century, he believes, “that we
may find ideas that offer a humane direction to the future, ideas that we can
carry with confidence and dignity across
the bridge to the twenty-first century.”
These ideas, he says, are not abstract, nor will they appear remote to
us. It is in the eighteenth century that
we find the origins of our present-day
beliefs about science, about religious
and political and civic freedoms, popular education, the reality of progress,

CHURCH NEWS
ACCEPTED the call from the church
of Cloverdale, British Columbia for
urban mission in the Greater
Vancouver area:
Candidate Frank Dong
***
DECLINED the call from the church
at Kelmscott, Australia, for mission
work via radio broadcasts to
mainland China:
Candidate Frank Dong
***
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British Columbia:
Rev. P.G. Feenstra
of Owen Sound, Ontario.
the need to fight superstition, and the
importance of adopting a skeptical attitude with respect to all truth claims.
Postman agrees that there were reactionary beliefs and practices in the Age
of Reason, but reminds us that it was the
same age which criticized and helped
remove many of these shortcomings.
He concludes that the roots of practically all that has been good in the modern age are found in the eighteenth century. The wise men of that century
should be able to help us put the disastrous late-modern and postmodern eras
behind us, if only we diligently study
their works and enter into their spirit.

Searching for a narrative
Eighteenth-century thought will be
particularly helpful in any attempt to
construct a satisfactory narrative. The
term narrative refers, as we noted, to
what used to be called a world-view –
that is, to the set of commonly-held beliefs about ultimate questions (questions
about God, the nature of the world, and
the duties and destiny of man) which
serves a society as a guide, ensures coherence, and provides a sense of purpose. Such narratives can have different
origins. They can be based on the Bible,
or on pagan religions, or on the modern
faith in science and progress. They can
also be inspired by the idolatry of class
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“. . . as tales, as limited human renderings of the Truth.”

Knowledge and faith

Neil Postman

or by that of folk and blood and race,
as happened in the twentieth century
with the rise of communism, Nazism,
and fascism.
It was these twentieth-century
aberrations that played their part in
the postmodern dislike and rejection of
narratives. Rather than asking for an
overarching world-view, which they
say can be “terrorizing” to minorities
and dissenters, postmodernists promote pluralism and multiculturalism.
The result, however, has not been as
expected. Instead of getting rid of narratives, postmodernism has given rise
to a new type of collective belief system, one that in denying the need for
cultural unity and unchanging norms
has greatly contributed to the fragmentation, scepticism, and relativism
of our postmodern society. To ensure
an “agreeable encounter with the
twenty-first century,” Postman says,
we need a different narrative. It must
be one that ensures cultural cohesion
and provides us with a sense of purpose and with guidelines as to how
we must behave and why.
In the process of outlining such a
narrative the contradictions in Postman’s position become apparent. On
the one hand, he wants us to adopt
eighteenth-century values, such as the
period’s faith in reason, science,
progress, and in a “naturalistic foundation of morality.” He also wants us to
follow the Enlightenment in its rejection
of “fundamentalism” (a category that for
Postman includes any kind of orthodox
faith), and in its belief in doubt as the
royal road to all truth, both religious
and secular. Scepticism, in fact, is to become a primary value, also in education. The skeptical attitude, he says
(with typical overstatement) in his chapter on education, “is the principal
legacy of the Enlightenment. There is
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nothing more profound to do than to
carry that legacy forward by making an
effort at conveying it to our young.”
But he also states – without resolving the contradiction – that the new narrative must have a religious foundation,
since only religion can provide us with
answers to the all-important questions
as to why we are here and what our destiny is. Because of his hatred of “fundamentalism,” he sees no other way of
inculcating religious values than by the
teaching of comparative religion, a
subject he says should be on the curriculum of the senior grades of elementary schools and on that of the high
school and beyond.
The implication is that young people will have to make up their own
mind on the religious question. This
was also the opinion of the Enlightenment philosopher Rousseau and his
many modern and postmodern followers, and it has done its share in nurturing the relativistic attitude which
Postman finds so objectionable in
post- modernism. In his fear of “fundamentalism” he ignores the fact that
we can have neither a coherent worldview nor an overarching moral code if
we leave it to the individual to decide
what is true and false, good and evil,
praiseworthy and contemptible. Relativism, as he admits elsewhere, can
hardly be avoided unless we believe in
norms which come to us from a transcendent authority and therefore have
universal validity.
In the end he concludes that we
should settle for a world-view that combines aspects of the Christian and the
modern-scientific one, but that does not
portray either of these narratives as conveying ultimate truth. We have to act
“as if” they were true, always remembering that they are to be read simply

Postman’s contradictory conclusions show that he fears modern absolutism as much as postmodern relativism. He rejects the modern faith in
absolute truths because it has given rise,
on the one hand, to systems like communism and Nazism, and on the other
to the idolization of technology. It was
because of their belief in the infallibility of scientific knowledge, he reminds
us, that people admitted the right of
technology to produce whatever it can
produce, no matter what the consequences. He fails to tell us, however,
that we inherited this idolization of science from the very century he wants us
to adopt as our guide. Its origin is in the
Enlightenment idea of unlimited
progress by means of science. And it
was the realization of the groundlessness of this promise that contributed to
postmodern disbelief in truth. There is
a direct connection between eighteenth-century rationalism and twentieth-century irrationalism.
To help us find our way in postmodern times, Postman should have
mentioned that connection. He should
also have reconsidered his decision to
ignore the Bible and the Christian tradition as sources of wisdom. Had he
turned to these sources, he would have
received confirmation of his belief that
as finite beings we cannot claim absolute knowledge. To assume that we
can know as God knows is to re-enact
the sin of paradise. But he would also
have learned that while we are incapable of reaching exhaustive knowledge, our knowledge can nevertheless
be reliable. God created us as rational
beings, so that we might use our reason
in his service. The postmodern claim
that no true knowledge can be had is
not simply a reaction to Enlightenment
arrogance; it is also an act of rebellion
against God. The message of postmodern scepticism is that if we cannot know
truth as God knows it, then we deny
the very existence of truth.
Although this is not the conclusion
Postman would want us to draw, his
“as if” attitude to ultimate truths has
similar implications. His position differs from the postmodern one not in
kind but only in degree – which suggests that Enlightenment rationalism
can indeed not deliver us from the
morass of postmodern irrationalism.
Our rescue depends on the acknowledgment of a Wisdom higher than that
of the Enlightenment philosophers.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Testing the Spirits
By J. De Jong
F.G. Oosterhoff, Postmodernism: A
Christian Appraisal, Premier Publishing, Winnipeg, 1999, Soft cover 126pp
$8.00.
In this book, Dr. Freda Oosterhoff
has published five lectures on postmodernism which she originally held
in the fall of 1997 in Western Australia
at the invitation of the Free Reformed
Study Centre of the Perth area. The first
lecture provides a general overview of
postmodernism, particularly in its relation to modernism and previous periods. The following lectures are more
specialized treatments illustrating how
postmodern ideas work themselves out
in the areas of language and literature,
religious perspectives (which for postmodern means narrative), and education. The last two lectures on education
allow Oosterhoff to expand upon her
own vision of how Christian educators,
and Reformed educators in particular,
should be approaching their task. Here
one will find many small gems of personal wisdom and the depth and insights gained through years of experience along the way.

The essays
The strongest feature of these essays
is their descriptive approach that is sustained and deepened as the reader goes
along. For novices in this area, which, I
would venture to guess, will include a
big part of the readership, it requires
some effort to work through the essays,
especially at the outset. However, the effort pays off double dividends when the
reader finds Oosterhoff referring back to
earlier descriptions and sources, and
building on them as she treats the impact of postmodernism in specific areas.
The essays exhibit a fine balance
between detail and overview, and between description and evaluation. Following her on her journey, the reader
discovers that postmodernism represents
a fundamental shift of thought affecting
all areas of life and society. Whereas
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the older modernist model was thoroughly secular, progressive, optimistic
and humanistic, the new model is much
more spiritual (in a broad quasi-religious
sense of the word) and holistic. Postmodernism is romanticist rather than humanistic – that is, it postulates the unity
of human beings with all nature, rather
than accents the headship of humans
above nature and all creatures. Finally,
the new model is more reflective and
conserving than progressive. Postmodernism’s accent is conserving unspoiled
nature and the human environment
rather than exploiting it for economic
and material gain.
In the area of language and literature, Dr. Oosterhoff introduces a further
set of prominent characteristics of postmodernism. Postmodernism shows a
new openness to paganism, reflected in
a movement even as early as National
Socialism. Nazism was essentially a
postmodernist phenomenon, not a modernist one. Another important feature is
that postmodernists reject universal
truths and promote fragmentation and
tribalization. In this model, truth represents nothing more than the metaphors
and pictures you grew up with, or the
view of reality your specific cultural milieu handed down to you.

The interspersed evaluations have
many positive features, the most prevalent being that Oosterhoff is by no
means an iconoclastic interpreter operating with rigid black and white categories. She’s very open about the positive elements that postmodernism
brings to society and to the world of
ideas in particular. Perhaps the more
dominant positive feature which she
highlights in a number of ways is the
increased toleration for Christian perspectives that postmodernism, at least
in its moderate variances, is inclined to
allow. The openness to holistic approaches, spirituality and the need for
spiritual dimension all amounts to an
increased willingness to at least tolerate those who defend the worship of the
God of the Bible.

A global critique?
If there is any point at which critical
notations could be made, I would say it
falls here in the area of evaluation. In her
appraisal, Dr. Oosterhoff is strong on
what is generally called immanent criticism, but the force of the transcendental critique could be more thorough.
What I mean is this: granted that postmodernism represents a corrective to the
excesses and one-sidedness of modernism at many points, and granted that
in itself it shows certain weaknesses
and one-sided, even arbitrary, aspects,
what is the overall impetus of this new
philosophical paradigm? My fear is that
the initial declamations of toleration to
all forms of religiosity including Christianity will soon gave way to the birth
of a new, dramatically more aggressive,
form of intolerance for any sort of absolute viewpoint – which, of course, remains the essence of the Christian position. In other words, there is more room
for a global appraisal as well, and that
is one area where Oosterhoff’s critique
of postmodernism could have been
stronger. Indeed, the critique would, in
my view, put postmodernism at a point
farther removed from even the worst
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Postmodernism and preachers

F.G. Oosterhoff

aberrations of modernism. Also in these
philosophical or “life and world-view”
developments, we cannot escape the
conclusion that the spirit of apostasy is
only increasing all the time, and the way
is being paved for the ultimate battle between the man of lawlessness, (and his
propaganda!) and the defenders of the
true Christian confession.
I do not mean to suggest that this
perspective is lacking in the book. Indeed, there are references to the judgment of God working itself out in
modern hedonistic culture, and Dr.
Oosterhoff also highlights the inner
contradictions of postmodernism
which expose it as a potentially threatening force to the Christian walk and
talk. She does not hold back her critique, uncovering elements of arbitrariness, incoherence and nihilism. Yet on
the whole, she is softer in her judgments on more moderate forms of postmodernism, namely, those forms in
which reason is not so ruthlessly
thrown overboard, but still exploited as
a tool given to humans to apply responsibly for the care of this world.
And here she may well be right, as far
as current circumstances are concerned; but my question would be:
where will all this end up? Is it not clear
already, as she herself intimates, that
the more radical forms of this new perspective are out in front, and at the
end of the day, that view will hold the
centre stage? And does not this inner
direction of this new paradigm require
us to articulate a more global or all encompassing rejection, in spite of whatever positive gains one can glean from
the insights of even its wisest and most
moderate champions?
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Then a note on a topic which for me
is a little closer to home. Dr. Oosterhoff
suggests that the current postmodern
climate has also led to re-evaluations
in homiletics, that is, in the art and nature of preaching. In this assessment,
she is correct; in fact, most of contemporary homiletics is built up from the
point of view of the hearer. I also share
her view that some aspects of Dr. C.
Trimp’s second look at the development of the redemptive-historical approach and the debates surrounding
this development has some positive aspects to it, namely, greater attention to
points of application, and the needs of
the hearer in the pew, and so on. However, I am not as convinced as she is
that the modern day interpreter of the
Bible must incorporate the present situation of the hearer into the actual interpretation of the biblical text. And, although she does not explicitly say this,
she seems to allow the door to be
opened in that direction by asserting
that our preachers and interpreters of
the Bible “give attention to the author,
the times in which the text was written,
the original recipients, the text, and the
contemporary reader,” (p. 48).
It is particularly the last figure in
the row above that troubles me; the
others can keep their position there just
fine. But the “contemporary reader”?
When Ernst Fuchs, the pupil of H. G.
Gadamer (to whom incidentally Oosterhoff refers as spearheading the new
approach in hermeneutics) who applied Gadamer’s approach to the New
Testament, said that we are responsible
not only for what we say, but also for
the state in which our word arrives in
the ears of our hearers, there were
many who hailed this as the new and
long-searched for truth in hermeneutics. But was it? As they say in
Dutch, there was a snake in the grass.
Behind this new hermeneutic was a departure from the obedient and humble
interpretation of the biblical text, that
is, that interpretation which lets the text
speak first and foremost. Therefore, in
spite of Trimp’s marginal corrections, I
would still say today: first the preacher
must present to the congregation what
the text says; only secondarily, that is,
within the bounds of a paradigm
shaped by the text, is he then obligated to bring this message to the hearers in words that they can understand
and appropriate today.1
But all this is only a small piece of
criticism between us, moreover, one

which, knowing her, she will deal with
gracefully. At any rate she may take it
as a sign that her book sets even preachers to thinking, which, with a book like
this, they surely ought to do. I only mention it because this is an area about
which I am particularly concerned. And
it does not take away from the fact that
I have great appreciation for the balanced and careful way Dr. Oosterhoff
has chosen to package her message.
It is especially in the section on education that this book is very strong,
and deserves an even wider readership. And who would expect otherwise? After all, she has given her life to
the cause! On the whole she falls on the
side of more traditional approaches, defending the classical emphases on content, memorization, and, especially,
universal truths in learning, over against
the current more postmodern approaches. And she ends her book right
in the middle of that which she has always done best and, I would guess,
loved the most: teaching history. She
promotes an integrated and historical
approach to the whole curriculum in elementary, but especially secondary education. I would almost call it the analogue to the redemptive-historical
approach in preaching! To be sure,
she’s right: we need to think about people and their emotions, conflicts and
struggles in the world today. But – and
here we endorse her main conclusion
– this can only be done by showing the
learners their historical context, shaping
that context before their eyes, and fostering its own formation in their consciousness, having packaged it in a
solid, theocentric, Reformed “world
and life view.”
I can only heartily recommend this
book, and along with my congratulations to the author (to whom I have
other reasons to be grateful as well),
voice the hope and wish that she may
receive all she needs to complete whatever supplements there are planned for
this volume. Any reader, but especially
preachers and educators, will gain insight with this book. It is a substantial
contribution to assessing the times in
which we live, and a forceful encouragement for educators in particular to
keep their ship moving steadily forward even against the forces of prevailing winds and rising tides.
All this has implications for the matter of
Bible translation as well, but I cannot pursue
this here.
1
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RAY OF SUNSHINE
By Mrs. R. Ravensbergen
“For here we have no lasting city, but we seek
the city which is to come.” Hebrews 13:14

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Our life is full of changes. When it means that something is getting better, we like them. Maybe you change to
a better job, or a nicer house, or new furniture. But it happens also that we do not like the change. We may lose a
good friend, or some change at work may make us quite
nervous. We have to face changes often, because nothing in
the world is stable. It may happen that you have been going to the same store for many years and all of a sudden
the store closes its doors. Changes can make you scared, because something you counted on is gone out of your life. Especially when this involves a good friend, or a family member a change can really affect our happiness.
Sometimes changes need to be made. When your job
changes, you may have to move to another house or even
to another town or city. When your house is very old, you
may have to move to another house. When somebody at
work gets married, she may have to be replaced with someone else. There is nothing we can do about that kind of
changes: they have to be made. And as long as we live here
on this earth, we will have to cope with changes, pleasant
ones and difficult ones.
Yet there is something in our life that is stable and that
will never change. Whatever happens to us, it will be there
until we die. And what might that be? Our faith in the Lord.
No one can take that away from us. Even when something terrible happens to us, our faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ is there, and it will help us to cope.
How do we get that faith? We do not have to be very
smart to have faith; we do not have to pass difficult exams; we do not have to pay a lot of money; we do not need
a health check-up to receive it. Faith is a gift from heaven.
Faith is a sure knowledge that we belong to Jesus Christ
who died for our sins. We know that by reading God’s
Word. And also by listening to God’s Word when it is
preached to us in church.
When we go to church on Sundays, and try to understand what the minister is preaching to us, then the Holy
Spirit will work faith in our hearts. That is all we have to
do for it: go to church and participate in listening, and in
singing. When we do that, with all our heart, then the
Holy Spirit will do the rest. He will help us understand what
we found a little difficult.
Sometimes we can see some of the signs that the Lord
gave us, through the administration of the sacraments. When
a baby is baptized we can see the water that is sprinkled on
the head of the baby. When the Holy Supper is celebrated,
we can see (and taste) the bread and the wine. The water, the
bread, the wine – they are real. The sacraments help us to
see and believe that the Lord is real. Through the preaching
of the Word and the administration of the sacraments the
Holy Spirit makes our faith in the Lord stronger. He will
make us happy, so we can rejoice in the Lord and thank Him
for his Son, our Saviour, who died for our sins. If we cannot attend the church services because we are sick, or
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maybe very old, then we can still pray for the Holy Spirit,
and He will help us and comfort us.
Are there difficult changes in our life? Did we move to a
strange city where we do not know anybody? Is everything at
work messed up so our job has become very difficult? Are we
lonely because we lost a family member or a good friend? Do
not lose heart. Every week we may celebrate Sunday. Every
Sunday we can go to church. And even when this is a new
church in a strange city, it is still the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. The same Word is preached there, the same
sacraments are administered, and the same Holy Spirit helps
us to grow in faith and in love for the Lord.
As long as we believe in the Lord, who never changes,
we will be able to make it on our way to the everlasting
city Jerusalem. No change here on earth can change that!
For our Lord Jesus Christ has prepared a place for us in
that promised city. He has done all the work for us, and
we may just follow Him. Praise be to God, who accepted
us, sinners, as his children, out of grace alone!
Christ Jesus full atonement made
And brought to us salvation.
Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.
Thy grace alone, O Lord, I plead.
Thy death is now my life indeed,
For Thou hast paid my ransom.
Faith clings to Jesus’ work alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
By faith alone we’re justified;
Works serve the neighbour and supply
The proof that faith is living.
Hymn 24:5, 6

Birthdays in March:
3: TREVOR HOFSINK
C 106, 8920 165 Street, Edmonton, AB T5R 2R9
10: JAMES BOONE
22 Aberdare Road NE, Calgary, AB T2A 6V9
12: GERRY EELHART
9713 – 151 Street, Edmonton, AB T5P 1S6
15: JIM VANDERHEIDEN
1156 Diltz Road, RR 2, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W2
18: ROSELYN KUIK
68 Lynn Lake Drive, Winnipeg, MB R2C 4N7
26: COURTNEY POPKEN
9445 Windsor Street, Chilliwack, BC V2P 6C5
Trevor hopes to celebrate his 22nd birthday, James his
4th, Gerry his 38th, Jim his 41st, Roselyn her 26th, and
Courtney his 7th. Congratulations to all of you!
Mrs. R. Ravensbergen
RR 1, 7462 Reg. Road 20, Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Tel: 905-957-3007
e-mail: RWRavens@netcom.ca
63

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A few excerpts from recent Clarions
on which I would like to comment.…

Re: “Hymns”
Year end issue, 1999,
page 594 and 595
In this third article Rev. R. Aasman
came to the following conclusion
(amongs others): “Hymns which are
firmly based on Scripture and are to
God’s glory will be a blessing to the
church.” This is true only of rhymed
renditions of Scripture passages; others
are by the same token not firmly based
on Scripture. We could cite a few examples of the latter: Hymn 5 relates
that we are already kings and reign
with the Lord Jesus. This is however a
matter of the future. The singing of
Hymn 12 is acting as if the Lord Jesus
needs to be born yet, just like other socalled “Christmas carols.” Hymn 16
has “peace on earth to men,” which is
unscriptural. It also has the angels
“singing,” while Scripture states that
they spoke. Contrary to Hymn 22, we
possess no crowns, and are not yet
priests and kings; see Lord’s Day 24,
answer 62. Hymn 53 claims that we are
“pilgrims,” indicating that we are
“passing through.” This is nonsense
and contradicts Gen 1:28, according
to which we are to fulfill our mandate
on this earth, not merely pass through
life as though on a pilgrimage. We
could carry on a while longer in order
to prove that those hymns that are not
rhymed Scripture passages are in fact
not cognizant of God’s covenant, relating nothing about his wrath and
curse, and thus are not mindful of the
complete Word of God.

Re: “Special Days”
Year end issue, 1999,
page 594 and 595
Dr. J. DeJong attempts to contradict
Rev. G.I. Williamson in the matter of
the celebration of Christmas. It is beneficial first of all to read an article by
James Wanliss in Reformed Perspective,
December 1999, page 21. Mr. Wanliss
rejects, in my view correctly, the commemoration of “special” days. In the
first 335 years of the churches, no
thought was given to the celebration of
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the birth of Christ, nor do we find such
thoughts in the apostolic epistles. Dr.
DeJong states: “But the apostolic hint
and intimation is certainly present!”
However, he fails to prove this from
Scripture. The reference to 1 Cor 3:20
regarding the “dispensation of the
spirit” must be an error. Dr. DeJong also
points to the Church Order, article 53,
in which reference is made to maintaining special days. Such extra emphasis is unnecessary; the weekly
preaching of the Catechism pays sufficient attention to these special events.
In my view, the Dutch Synod of 1574
correctly rejected these special days.
H. DeJong
Edmonton

Re: Press Release of January 07:
Thank-you for the regular, informative, and helpful Press Review. However, today when I read it I was surprised by what Dr. J. DeJong writes
regarding the RCUS’s synodical committee on the days of creation. The
committee produced an Abstract defending the position that these days are
“six, normal, chronological days of light
and darkness . . . not only to the Hebrew shepherds and farmers who first
heard the words of God through Moses,
but also the 20th century person reading them today.” (quoting Press Release in Clarion).
Dr. DeJong comments that we
should be “wary of binding ourselves
beyond the explicit teaching of Scripture.” I agree (depending on what “explicit” means). He then writes, “In the
early chapters of Genesis, Scripture
clearly refers to a normal day in straight
forward historical language.” This
agrees with the RCUS Abstract. However, his next sentence appears to directly contradict this: “But to insist, as
the synodical Abstract does, that this
was a 24 hour day exactly as we know
it today goes beyond the testimony of
Scripture.”
Could Dr. DeJong explain what he
means, since the two last-mentioned
sentences appear contradictory?
Pastor T. Van Raalte
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Re: Unity in Discussion
I have some questions regarding Dr.
De Jong’s article on “Unity in Discussion” (the part on “Days of Creation”) in
the January 7th issue of Clarion.
Dr. De Jong says that to insist, as
the RCUS does, that a day of creation
was a 24 hour day exactly as we know
it today goes beyond the testimony of
Scripture.
I’m sorry now I’m really confused.
Here are my questions: 1) Do you not
believe that the word of God is infallible? 2) Do you not believe that our
GOD has the power to create the world
in 6 (24 hour)days? I have no problem
believing that our God, as great as He
is, could have created the world in far
less time than 6 days.
Your statement seems to suggest
that it is okay to believe that God created the world in 6 days, but that may
not be the case. I mean these days could
then be a billion hours or more. This of
course could translate into billions of
years in our time as we know it, thus
giving in to the evolution theory. If this
is what you are saying than that would
make me doubt the whole Bible. I have
faith in our God that when He inspired
Moses to write the first 5 books of the
Bible, He gave him the truth. The whole
truth and nothing but the truth. Please
don’t get me wrong. I’m not trying to
be disrespectful, but your statement
does raise a lot of questions.
Then you write: “Let us avoid the
danger of binding ourselves beyond and
above the requirements of Scripture,
especially where this does not appear to
be necessary.” What does that mean?
Please explain these things for your
readers. Thank you.
Barry Post
Abbotsford, BC

A brief response:
Pastor Van Raalte sees two statements which in his view appear to”directly contradict” each other. But I
should not know why this must be the
case. For while the text (Genesis 1)
speaks of a day like the one we experience, it does not insist that the day was
exactly 24 hours long, and I would not
see the value of insisting that it has to be
exactly that long. In other words, while
the day was a normal day, there may
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be differences in its length relative to
what we experience today. Given the
magnitude of the cosmological and
catastrophic changes that came upon
the earth through fall and flood, I would
consider this to be a possibility. Even if
Pastor Van Raalte thinks it is unlikely, I
would not want to bind him or anyone
else to one particular view, and that
seems to me to be the tenor of the Abstract on this point.1
Br. Post raises the question that if
the day was not twenty four hours, what
then? A billion years? Frankly, I would
have hoped that a reader of good will
would have suggested a time period a
littler smaller than that. After all, I did
speak of a “normal day” and it is a little
hard for me to conceive of a normal day
as being that long. My only point is: I
see no need to tie the length to a specific number of hours, and that with
binding authority. This certainly does
not take away anything from the authority of the scriptures. We must hold
to all of Scripture. But holding to all of
Scripture also means admitting that
there are things we do not know with
absolute certainty. And where there is
not absolute certainty, there can be no
ecclesiastically binding authority.
J. De Jong
1
The Abstract says: “Our subject is the length
of the creation days, and our purpose is to
defend the position that the days of creation, as recorded in the book of Genesis
and interpreted in the fourth commandment,
were of normal length, i,e. approximately
twenty-four hours,” 63. Then: “Since we
admit no exceptions or scruples to our doctrinal standards , the RCUS requires all officers to teach, defend and promote the belief
that God created the world in six normal
days,” 70. This seems to me to bind the officers to the notion of “approximately twentyfour hours” – something which I would not
dare to do.

Re: Authority
I would like to react to part 4 of the
series of articles entitled “Authority” by
G.Ph. van Popta. I commend the author for writing this series. For one
thing, it will serve as an effective resource for our Bible classes. I would just
like to add a few comments to the section called “Abuse of Authority.”
The author states that “as those in
positions of authority exercise their
power by serving those they are called
to lead, things will be well.” I believe
that the intentions of those in authority
in our councils, our schools, and our
homes is to do just this, and yet there
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are many people in our Canadian Reformed community who have reasons
to feel bitter about the way they have
been treated by any of these authorities. Some have even left our church to
overcome this bitterness. I believe that
one of the reasons for the existence of
this bitterness is that those in authority
(including principals and teachers) do
not pay sufficient attention to the manner in which authority is exercised.
Our authorities often do not follow
the rules of natural justice, which are:
a. Right to know the allegations
against you
b. Right to reply to your allegations
c. Right to an unbiased decisionmaker to hear your case/appeal
Sometimes our authorities are ignorant of
these basic rules of justice; sometimes, in

our enthusiasm to make judgments or
decisions they are simply forgotten.
I would like to urge all authorities
to etch these rules of natural justice on
their minds. Following these rules and
applying them in the widest sense will
take away the reason for at least some of
the hard feelings that often develop in
a conflict situation.
Henk Van Beelen
Smithers, BC
Please mail, e-mail or fax letters for
publication to the editorial address.
They should be 300 words or less.
Those published may be edited
for style or length.
Please include address and
phone number.

CD NOTE
By C. Van Dam

Psalms and
Sacred Songs
Unto the Hills. A Collection of Psalms
and Sacred Songs. Pro Musica Choir,
director Ian Sadler. Total time: 58:00
minutes. Audiocraft Productions.
Available from Pro Musica Choir, c/o
Marj Stieva, 4271 Forsyth Blvd.,
Burlington, Ontario L7L 2M2; phone
905 632 1347; Price: $ 20 CDN
This fine recording of the Pro Musica Choir gives one a renewed appreciation for the beauty and vigour
of the Genevan tunes as well as for a
range of other types of sacred music.
This Choir was formed about ten years
ago and has been active in southern
Ontario promoting a greater awareness of good music. Under its capable
director, Ian Sadler, it has now produced a second CD and I hope this
high quality recording gets the wide
distribution it deserves.
There is a good variety on this CD.
Five of the twenty selections are traditional Genevan tunes, mostly as
arranged by Claude Goudimel (ca.
1507-1572) and with the words coming from our Book of Praise. Other
Psalms are sung as arranged by
Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924),

Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967) and Barry
Rose (1935-). Traditional hymns as
well as selections from Mendelsssohn’s Elijah and Stainer’s Crucifixion
are also included in the choral selections. Ian Sadler, who besides degrees
in musicology has also earned degrees
in organ, presents two organ solos.
It is inspiring to listen to fine
choral and organ music. Happily all
the words of the songs are included
with this CD so that one can follow
the choir as it sings and also take in
the message being given. May this
CD also be an incentive and encouragement for improving our singing in
church. After all, when we worship
the Lord, our God, we must always
strive for excellence, also in our
singing.
Treat yourself or someone else to
this fine recording. By doing so you
will also be supporting the laudable
efforts of this choir to promote good
music. Also, for those who may have
missed the first CD, O Sing Joyfully. A
Selection of Psalms (1996), it is happily still available, both in CD and cassette format!
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CLARION
ADVERTISEMENTS
Births
Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say Rejoice. Philippians 4:4

With joy we would like to share the news that on December 15,
1999, God has blessed us with another one of His covenant children,
a daughter. We named her
RAE-LYNN FAITH
A sister to Carissa, Caitlin, Brett and Melinda
Parents: Adrian and Jacqueline Hamoen (nee Barendregt)
Box 31, Vega, AB T0G 2H0
With thankfulness to the Lord we announce the birth of our son
JOSHUA EDWARD
Born December 18, 1999
Harm and Annette Kelly
1st grandchild for both Ed and Alice Kelly and
John and Annette VanHengstum
447 Regional Road 3, RR 9, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W8
With great thankfulness to our heavenly Father, who has entrusted into
our care one of His covenant children, we joyfully announce the birth
of our first born daughter
MADISON EVA
Born November 23, 1999
Steve and Jackie Blokker
3rd grandchild for Bert and Eve Buikema
2nd grandchild for Bert and Jean Blokker
74 Eula White Place, London, ON N5Z 5C3
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be
called children of God!” 1 John 3:1a

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, we John and Heather
Broersma announce the birth of our first child
JUSTINE HANNAH
Born December 27, 1999
1st grandchild for Harold and Jane Holwerda
1st grandchild for Gerry and Henny Broersma
635 Colquhoun Street, Fergus, ON N1M 1S2
With thankfulness to the Lord we joyfully announce the birth of our son
LUKE PETER CASEY
Born November 15, 1999
Troy and Margaret Van Bostelen (nee Admiraal)
2859 264A Street, Aldergrove, BC V4W 3A9
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Thanks be to God for His precious gift of life.
LISA MARIE
Born January 12, 2000
Mark and Arlene Ludwig (nee Jansema)
Sharon, Jessica, Jonathan, Alaina, Kristen and Mark
7110 Canboro Road, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W1
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O LORD, Thou art our father; we are the clay, and Thou our potter; and
we all are the work of Thy hand. Isaiah 64:8

Our Father in heaven has entrusted in our care another of his covenant
children. And to Him we give all honour and praise.
Born on Thursday, December 9th, 1999
KATHARINE PATRICIA DEJONG
Thankful parents Henry and Corinne DeJong
A little sister for Nicole, Candice, Ashley, William, Carina, Victoria,
Samuel, Reuben, Steven and Shirley
RR 1, Rockwood, ON N0B 2K0
hdejong@albedo.net
Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what He has done
for me. Psalm 66:16

In thankfulness to our covenant God, who has entrusted another of His
children into our care, we announce the birth of
JOEL ANDREW
December 3, 1999
A brother for Matt and Aron
Ed and Marge Ludwig
16 Wade Road, Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Let Thy steadfast love come to me, O LORD, Thy salvation according to Thy
promise. Psalm 119:41

We praise our Creator for his precious gift, a covenant child
ANDREW WESLEY
Born December 27, 1999
Kevin and Christina Vanderzyl
A brother for Rebecca, Jorge, Flaura and Kurt
Andrew is the 50th grandchild for Andy and Tetje Viersen and the
10th grandchild for Walter and Betty Vanderzyl.
Box 97, Neerlandia, AB T0G 1R0

Engagements
Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm.
Song of Solomon 8:6
Thanks be to God our Father who brought us together and may He
be our strength and guide for the rest of our lives.
DANIEL HENDRICH BARTELS and RENA CORENE WOLSKI
announce their engagement.
December 3, 1999.
27 Hines Crescent, London, ON N6C 3A2
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He
chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind
of firstfruits of all He created. James 1:17

With thanks to the Father who gives us all good things, we
PAM SCHOLTENS and ROB STEL
announce our engagement.
December 17, 1999
20434 46a Avenue, Langley, BC V3A 3J8
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With thankfulness to our heavenly Father for guiding our paths together, we
CHRIS DE JONGE and ANITA VAN ZUYLEN
joyfully announce our engagement.
January 24, 2000
43-1300 Maple Crossing Boulevard, Burlington, ON L7S 2K7

Weddings
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths. Proverbs 3:5-6

With great thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. Simon Breukelman
are pleased to announce the marriage of their daughter
LAURA LOUISE to COLIN RICHARD
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Meerstra. The ceremony will take place, the
Lord willing, on Saturday, February 19, 2000, at 1:00 p.m. in the Bethel
Christian Reformed Church in London, Ontario.
Rev. J. Ludwig officiating.
Future address: 458 East Avenue, Apt. #6, Kitchener, ON N2H 1Z8

Anniversaries
1965 – March 5 – 2000
“I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the
peoples. For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness
reaches to the skies.”

It is with great joy and thankfulness that we may celebrate the love our
parents and grandparents share on this 35th Wedding Anniversary.
We thank God for being with you and may He grant you many more
years together as family.
GEORGE and HELEN VANDERVELDE (nee VanBodegom)
Barrhead, AB:
Barb and John VanLeeuween
Shaun, Joshua, Travis, Devon
Vineland, ON:
Lisa and Norm Leenstra
Shannon, Rochelle, Jamie, Laura
St. Anns, ON:
Tammy and Henry Mans
Jesse, Myles, Sheldon†, Aaron†
Vineland, ON:
Jack and Michelle VanderVelde (nee Roodzant)
Chelsea, Taylor
St. Anns, ON:
Trisha
RR 2, 4351 Regional Road 20, St. Anns, ON L0R 1Y0
1970 – February 20 – 2000
I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make
your faithfulness known through all generations. Psalm 89:1

With great joy and thankfulness to our heavenly Father, we announce
the 30th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and grandparents
RALPH and TERESA VANDERLAAN (nee Feenstra)
We thank the Lord for guiding and protecting them through these
past years and we wish them the Lord’s Blessing for the future.
Their thankful children:
Hamilton, ON:
Ed and Henrietta VanderLaan
Robert, Tyler, Bradley
Dundas, ON:
Rich and Cynthia VanderLaan
Nathan, Kendra, Natasha, Debra
Hamilton, ON:
Mike and Karen VanderLaan
Grimsby, ON:
Lloyd and Joanna VanLuik
Rachelle
Ancaster, ON:
Adrian, Janet
411 Book Road East, Ancaster, ON L9G 3L1
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1974 – December 7 – 1999
God has blessed us; let all the ends of the earth fear Him! Psalm 67:7

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, we were given a joyous gift
of celebrating the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our parents
BRAM and JOANNE VEGTER
We rejoice with you as we reflect on the special years the Lord has
given us through you. With lots of love:
Emily and Rob
Thaddeus
Joshua and Sheila
Melinda and Brad
Carolyn
Suzanna
Jessamy
#15-51528 Range Road 262, Spruce Grove, AB T7Y 1C1

THANK YOU
Since it would be quite a task to respond to each one of you individually, by way of this note we wish to express our sincere appreciation for all the good wishes we received in many different ways
from family, friends, and brothers and sisters in Christ on the occasion of our 50th wedding anniversary. You made it an unforgettable day for us. May the Lord keep us all in His care.
Gerry and Joanne Kuik

Obituaries
8 July, 1923 - 11 January, 2000
Psalm 121:1-8

On Tuesday, January 11, 2000 surrounded by his family at home the
Lord in his wisdom took unto Himself into eternal glory our
beloved Father and Opa,
JAN. H. TEN HAAF
Preceded in death by his wife, Fredericka in 1984 and 2 sons
Alexander - 1969 and Anthony - 1963.
Grandville, MI:
Elizabeth and Mark Westrate
Rebecca, Alex, Michael
Grand Rapids, MI: William M. and Karen Ten Haaf
Rachel, James
Ellen Westrate and Ken Westrate
Kenneth Jr., Jan A., Mary, Deborah
William L. and Linda Ten Haaf
Kentwood, MI:
Julie, Jamie, Michiel
Mildred and Robert Hilliker
Dorr, MI:
Robert Jr., Amanda
Margaret and Harold Punter
Allendale, MI:
Kimberly, Steven, Bryan
Shirley and Andrew Wyngarden
Caledonia, MI:
Andrew Jr., Raymond, David, Jennifer,
Joseph, Sara
Grand Rapids, MI: John and Cherie Ten Haaf
Adrianna, Dustyn
Walter and MaryAnne Ten Haaf
Skylar
Allendale, MI:
Brian and Sara Ten Haaf
Kentwood, MI:
Eric and Karie Ten Haaf
Brianna, Bradley, Caleb
3106 - 68th Street, Caledonia, MI 49316
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Teaching Positions
Come and teach in the heart of the beautiful Fraser Valley where spring
comes early!
The Board of the Canadian Reformed School
Society of Abbotsford, B.C.
operating the John Calvin School invites applications for:
PRIMARY AND INTERMEDIATE TEACHERS
Successful applicants must:
• be a communicant member of a Canadian/American Reformed
Church or a sister church;
• be certifiable by either the Independent Schools Branch of the
Ministry of Education in B.C. or by the B.C. College of Teachers;
• be able to commence duties as of September 1, 2000;
• furnish two letters of reference;
• furnish a character reference from the applicants’ pastor.
For information contact the principal, Mr. P.H. Torenvliet,
1-604-823-6814 (school); 1-604-854-5851 (home)
1-604-823-6791 (fax);
jcsyarrow@uniserve.com (e-mail)
or Mr. F. Flokstra (chairman) 1-604-864-8029
Send applications to the
Secretary of the Education Committee:
Gerrit VanderHorst, c/o John Calvin School,
4268 Stewart Road, Chilliwack, BC V2R 5G3
The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of Winnipeg,
Inc. invites applications for
TEACHING POSITIONS
in the middle years division of
IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
•Information about the school:
– 195 students in the grades K-12
– most grades are single grades
– 13 full time staff members
– a resource program which is run by a full time resource teacher
•Information about Winnipeg:
– two Canadian Reformed Churches
– city of 600,000 with wide variety of services and cultural activities
– affordable housing.
For more information contact Mr. H. van Delden, chairman of the Board,
at (204) 224-1620 (home) or email at henryvd@home.com or contact
Mr. A. Gunnink, the school principal, at (204) 224-9206 (home) or
(204) 661-8937 (school).
Mail your application to: Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 3Z9
or email it to: immanuel@mbnet.mb.ca
The Board of Credo Christian High School
invites applications for
TEACHERS
for the school year 2000/2001.
Those with an aptitude and interest in Mathematics/Science, French
and/or other subject areas such as Foods and Nutrition, and English
are particularly urged to apply.
For particulars please contact the principal.
Mr. E. Vanderboom: (604) 534-8837 (home), (604) 530-5396 (school)
(604) 530-8965 (fax)
Please send correspondence to: Credo Christian High School
PO Box 3457, Langley, BC V3A 4R8
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Dr. K. Schilder School – Grand Rapids, Michigan
invites applications for
FULL-TIME TEACHERS
at the primary and middle to high school levels.
Duties to commence September, 2000.
For inquiries, contact Mr. Martin Verhey Jr.,
Vice-chairman of the Board.
Phone: (616) 255-8803 (home) E-mail: Verhey Jr@cs.com.
Applications of members of
American/Canadian Reformed Churches or one of their sister
churches may be sent to the vice-chairman of the Board:
Mr. Martin Verhey Jr., 1776 Sunny Creek S.E.,
Kentwood, MI 49508 USA
URGENT
The Canadian Reformed School Society of Dufferin –
ORANGEVILLE, Ontario
invites applications from suitably qualified persons for a
FULL TIME TEACHER
for September 2000 for the primary level.
For more information about this position please call the Principal
N. Mans at (519) 941-4368 (school) or (519) 928-3184 (home)
Or Board Chairman, R. Kampen at (519) 941-6392
Please send applications to:
The Canadian Reformed School Society of Dufferin
P.O. Box 175, Orangeville, ON L9W 2Z6
c/o Mr. Edward Groen, Secretary of the School Board
The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of
Smithville and Surrounding District Inc.
operating
JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
invites applications for the position of
TEACHER
Duties are to commence September 2000. Inquiries may be directed
to the principal, Mr. F.C. Ludwig, at:
(905) 957-2341 (school) or (905) 957-3111 (home)
Letters of applications stating experience, qualifications, grade
preference and references should be marked “Personal and
Confidential” and sent to:
John Hordyk, Secretary of the Education Committee
4121 Aberdeen Road, Beamsville, ON L0R 1B6
The Canadian Reformed School Society of Burlington, Inc.
operating John Calvin Christian School,
invites applications for the positions of
HALF-TIME JUNIOR DIVISION TEACHER
FULL-TIME INTERMEDIATE DIVISION TEACHER
for the 2000/2001 school year.
For information about this position,
please contact the principal, Mr. P. deBruin
Phone: 905-634-8015 Fax: 905-634-9772,
Home: 905-639-0470
Applications may be addressed to:
Mrs. M. DeBoer, Ed. Comm. Chairperson
c/o John Calvin Christian School
607 Dynes Road, Burlington, ON L7N 2V4
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TEACHERS NEEDED
The Niagara Reformed Christian Education Association which
operates HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL (K-OAC)
invites applications from qualified teachers for the following openings
in our High School division, effective September, 2000.
Art, Music, Physical Education, Computer Sciences
There is the possibility of combining the above positions with some
Administrative duties and/or site administration of our computer
network. Due to anticipated growth we also invite applications for
possible openings in our Grade School division.
Heritage Christian School, in the heart of the Niagara Peninsula,
serves a student body of close to 500 students. We are blessed with
a dedicated and supportive Christian community, a cohesive,
professional faculty and staff of 35 persons, and beautiful, modern
facilities. Qualified applicants who seek to serve Jesus Christ in the
area of Christian education and who submit to Holy Scripture as
interpreted by the Reformed confessions are encouraged to apply.
Please submit a resumé, with a statement of your philosophy of
education, a statement of faith, and references.
Please forward inquires and/or applications to:
Mr. A. Ben Harsevoort, Principal,
Heritage Christian School
Box 400, Jordan Station, ON L0R 1S0 Canada
Phone (905) 562-7303 • Fax (905) 562-0020
E-mail HCS92@AOL.COM
“Behold, children are a heritage of the LORD.” Psalm 127:3

The Free Reformed School Association (TAS) Inc.
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER (fulltime)
The Free Reformed School Association (Tas) Inc. of Launceston,
Tasmania invites applications from suitably qualified persons for the
above position commencing January 2001. The position is for the
grades 7 and 8 and it is desirable that you can teach
Mathematics and Science.
All inquiries are encouraged and will be dealt with in a prompt and
confidential manner.
Applicants should be member of the Free Reformed churches of
Australia or one of its sister churches and have a strong commitment
towards Reformed education.
Conditions and salary are in accordance with the Independent
Schools (Teachers) Award.
For further information please contact the chairman Mr. J. Wielstra,
phone 03 63937043 (home) or school principal Mr. G. Brouwer,
phone 03 6344794 (school), 03 63271800 (home)
Applications should be directed to: The Secretary, Mrs. B. Heys
P.O. Box 89 Launceston, Tasmania 7250
The Maranatha/Emmanuel Canadian Reformed School Society Inc.
of Fergus, Guelph and district
invites applications for
TEACHERS
for the 2000-2001 school year. For information contact the principal:
H.J. Nobel, School: 1-519-843-3029; Home: 1-519-848-3922
Applications to be addressed to:
Maranatha/Emmanuel Christian School
c/o Education Committee, RR 3,
Garafraxa St., Fergus, ON N1M 2W4
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The Free Reformed School Association (TAS) Inc.
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS (fulltime)
The Free Reformed School Association (Tas) Inc. of Launceston,
Tasmania, intends to reopen year 9 and 10 and hopes to start January
2001 and so invites expressions of interest from suitably qualified
persons for positions in the High School.
Teachers in all subject areas are required.
All inquiries are encouraged and will be dealt with in a prompt and
confidential manner.
Applicants should be members of the Free Reformed churches of
Australia or one of its sister churches and have a strong commitment
towards Reformed education.
Conditions and salary are in accordance with the Independent
Schools (Teachers) Award.
For further information please contact the chairman Mr. J. Wielstra,
phone 03 63937043 (home) or school principal Mr. G. Brouwer,
phone 03 63443794 (school), 03 63271800 (home)
Applications should be directed to:
The Secretary Mrs. B. Heys
P.O. Box 89 Launceston, Tasmania 7250
Guido de Bres Christian High School Hamilton, Ontario
Due to increases in student enrollment and possible staff
replacements, we require
FULL and PART-TIME TEACHERS
All positions would commence September 1, 2000.
A variety of subject specialties are required, but special consideration
will be given to applicants with qualifications in a combination of the
following:
Drafting, English, French, History, Latin, Music, Religious Education
For further information, contact the principal, Mr. VanDooren, at
school. Telephone: 905-574-4011 Fax: 905-574-8662
Letters of application should include university and teaching
qualifications, two letters of reference, and your statement about
Christian education. Mail to:
Guido de Bres Christian High School Education Committee
Box 20098, Upper James Postal Outlet,
Hamilton, ON L9C 7M5
The Board of Dufferin Christian School, Carman, MB
is inviting applications for
TEACHERS
to fill positions:
• at the Kindergarten level
• Primary/Middle years
• Senior Mathematics and Science
Applicants must hold a valid Manitoba Permanent Professional
Certificate (or equivalent credentials from another jurisdiction).
Duties to commence: August 1, 2000
Resumes should be sent to: Mr. Ron deRuiter
Box 1450, Carman, MB R0G 0J0, Fax (204) 745-3441
For more information contact the principal: Mr. S.F. Nap
Phone (204) 745-2278, (204) 745-3688 (home)
Closing date for applications: March 1, 2000
We thank all for applying, but only applications considered will be
notified by telephone for interview date.
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INTERMEDIATE TEACHER
Due to a possible opening on one of the Intermediate classrooms at
Credo Christian Elementary School, Langley, B.C.,
we may be in need of a teacher.
For information contact the principal, J.A. Roukema at:
(604) 530-1131 (school), (604) 530-4268 (fax), (604) 856-0544
(home). Please send applications, including resume to:
CCES 21919 52 Avenue, Langley, BC V2Y 2M7
The Free Reformed School Association (TAS) Inc.
LOWER PRIMARY TEACHER (fulltime)
The Free Reformed School Association (Tas) Inc. of Launceston,
Tasmania invites applications from suitably qualified persons for the
above position commencing January 2001.
All inquiries are encouraged and will be dealt with in a prompt and
confidential manner.
Applicants should be members of the Free Reformed Churches of
Australia or one of its sister churches and have a strong commitment
towards Reformed education.
Conditions and salary are in accordance with the Independent Schools
(Teachers) Award.
For further information please contact the chairman Mr. J. Wielstra,
phone 03 63937043 or school principal, Mr. G. Brouwer
phone 03 63443794 (school), 03 63271800 (home)
Applications should be directed to: The Secretary, Mrs. B. Heys
P.O. Box 89, Launceston, Tasmania 7250
The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of Chatham
and District, operating
EBENEZER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Invites applications for
FULL TIME TEACHERS
Our school has an enrollment of 65 students in grades K-8 with 4
full-time and 2 part-time teachers.
We are situated a short distance from the ‘golden horseshoe’ of
Ontario in a smaller city with lower housing costs and many ‘small
town’ advantages.
Qualified persons are asked to submit their letter of application and
resume to the chairperson of the Education Committee:
Mrs. Teresa Bergsma, 91 Harvest Crescent, Chatham, ON N7L 5C7
For more information about the school or the surrounding district,
please contact the principal, Mrs. WillaDale Smid
at the school (519) 354-1142 or home (519) 674-2356
RELIV, THE OPPORTUNITY YOU’VE
BEEN LOOKING FOR!!
Good Health & Financial Freedom
For more inf. call: 905-335-9357
Email: dvanderwal@home.com
Internet: www.relivonline.com/vanderwal

INTER-LEAGUE
Publication Board
PUBLISHER FOR REFORMED STUDY MATERIAL

YOU . . . HIS CHILD and YOU . . . HIS GUEST
by P.C. van Wijk
Is Now Available

In this small booklet the author takes the children by the
hand and leads them step by step to a better understanding of baptism and holy supper. In simple language he helps them discover the riches of their
covenant relationship with the Lord, their God.

Price: $5.95
15% discount when ordering from your local representative (postage paid) or directly from I.L.P.B.,
add $2.50 postage and handling.
Visit our web site at http://spindleworks.com/ILPB
BOX 783 LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA N6A 4Y8

A INSURANCE BROKER a

Independent General and Life Insurance office requires
an aggressive RIBO Licensed Sales professional to service
policy holders and to solicit new insurance accounts. This
is a rewarding position for a detail and career minded,
motivated person. Excellent communication skills and
integrity are absolute prerequisites. We offer full marketing, training and sales support.
Please forward your resume to:

P.V. & V. Insurance Centre
3050 Harvester Road
Burlington, ON L7N 3J1
Attn: Mr. Andy Vanderhout

VISITING EDMONTON?
Very close to West Edmonton Mall
Rent a new furnished 3 Bedroom home
by either the day or week.
Rates start at $80/Night.
Great for Families.
Dirk (780) 940-7927 or Fred (780) 913-3665

HELP WANTED:
“REFORMED FAITH AND LIFE”
A Broadcast and Literature Ministry
Proclaims the Gospel in Armenia.
For Information write to:
R.F.L.
12233 S, 70th Avenue
Palos Heights, Il 60463
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– Proficient in all parts of bindery operation.
– Offset experience desirable
– Opportunity for full time Press Operator in due
course.
Respond to:

Telerose Printing
14562 Yellowhead Trail
Edmonton, AB T5L 3C5
Attn: Ron Versteeg
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CANADIAN REFORMED
HOCKEY LEAGUE

garden city realty inc.,
REALTOR®

John Meerveld
Associate Broker

“A Proven Top Producer . . .”
(905) 333-3500

945-0660

(905)
SERVING THE
COMMUNITY SINCE 1979 Fax: 945-2982
PERSONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
www.remax-gardencity.com/johnmeerveld

Fax: 333-3616

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Landmark Design Ltd. is a landscaping firm dealing in
Interior and Exterior Design, Construction and Maintenance. We are expanding and need individuals to fill
the following positions for spring 2000:
FOREMAN and LEAD HAND
–
–
–
–
–
–

able to install natural and precast stone products
minimum DZ license AZ an asset (clean record)
operate equipment (Skidsteer, backhoe)
plant knowledge
carpentry skills
strong leadership qualities including the ability to
train others
At Landmark Design we offer good wages with room to
grow in an expanding business. We are located 35 minutes from Owen Sound. Send or fax resume to
Landmark Design Ltd.
Box 236, Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0
Fax 519-599-3991

FOR SALE
ELECTRICAL BUSINESS
Est. 1963
Owing to plans of retirement there is available a family
operated electrical business in Fergus, Ontario. We are
seeking to pass the business on to an individual that will
maintain the good reputation we have established over
the last 35 years.
Qualifications of interested licensed party should include
dedication to the trade, with commitment to a high standard of work. Good communication skills are an asset in
dealing with the public.
The business is available with, or without the existing
house, shop and property.
For more information contact:
John D. Gansekoele
c/o FERGUS ELECTRIC
R.R. #3
Fergus, Ontario
N1M 2W4
Ph. (519) 843-3560
Fax (519) 843-1600
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This year our hockey tournament will be held on April 14
and 15 at Chesswood Arena, Toronto, ON. We have
room for 12 teams in addition to the 18 league teams. Proceeds from this tournament will be going to the Anchor
association, so come on out to play or cheer for your favorite team and help support this worthwhile cause.
We invite all interested teams to apply by sending:
1. $375.00 payable to the Canadian Reformed Hockey League
2. Contact name, phone number, address
3. Rosters made up of only Canadian Reformed players
to the league office.
John Bos
7 Northridge Drive
Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
Deadline is March 10, 2000.
For more information call 905-957-2232

In LINK with you

Check out Clarion’s website at:
<premier.mb.ca/clarion.html>
Churches Note: We invite you to link Clarion’s
homepage to your church’s homepage.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
A CHANGE?
Consider Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, a beautiful prairie
city on the banks of the S. Saskatchewan River. With affordable housing and living costs, as well as all the
amenities of a city, Saskatoon and surrounding region
have a lot to offer you.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
A CHALLENGE?
JOB OPPORTUNITY: A competitive and ambitious general contracting business is seeking qualified carpenters
and experienced concrete finishers immediately. The
business is growing steadily and experiences a dynamic,
hard-working environment year-round.
JOB OPPORTUNITIES: Small businesses (especially
trades), import business or store, farm work.

Do you have questions?
Call 1-306-242-3121 or 1-306-221-1598 for
more information.
Check our web page linked with Providence C.R.C.,
Edmonton, or email: nienhuis@dlcwest.com.
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THINKING OF A MOVE – HAVE
YOU CONSIDERED MANITOBA?

Homelife-Riverbend
Realty Ltd.

JOE A. BOERSEMA, R.R.S.
Sales Representative
A professional who honours the Lord’s Day!
It is my privilege to assist you with
competence and confidentiality in all
your buying and selling needs.
Garden City Realty Inc., Realtor
720 guelph line
burlington, ontario L7R 4E2
bus: (905) 333-3500
res: 333-1753 fax: 333-3616

Virtually no unemployment
Great retirement town
Dairy, hog and grain farms
Business opportunities
Give me a call at 1-204-745-2984
or e-mail benvdmln@mb.sympatico.ca
Fax: 1-204-745-1974

Ben
Vandermeulen
CARMAN
& AREA

THE MUSIC GROUP
&
THE PIANOHOUSE
FOR

COUNTRY TOWN

CONTENT

REALTY INC.

HOME AND CHURCH ORGANS
&
Quality new and used
PIANOS and
GRAND PIANOS

“Serving the Smithville, Attercliffe
and surrounding areas.
Call today for area information”
(905) 957-5000
24 hr. pager

107 Griffin St. S.
Smithville, ON
L0R 2A0

Mark vander Velde
Sales Representative

Cell 905-517-1451
Res. 905-386-7494
Fax 905-957-1204

Call or
write
for a free
brochure!
Now Available:
“Glorify His Name!”

5205 Harvester Rd. #2 Burlington, Ont. L7L 6B5
Tel. & Fax (905) 631-1929 or 1-888-PIANO-81
Visit us at our web site
www.pianohouseburlington.com
and/or
www.musicgroupinc.com

van der Woerd & Faber
BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES PUBLIC
187 HUGHSON STREET SOUTH, HAMILTON, ONTARIO L8N 2B6
TELEPHONE: (905) 525-3786 FACSIMILE: (905) 523-8875
E-MAIL: FABERLAW@BESTNET.ORG

Real Estate, Business Law

A collection of sacred and classical music
for organ, flute, soprano and choir
performed by various artists.

Te Deum Music
606-2460 Weston Road
Toronto, Ontario M9N 2A4
Tel: 416-245-3940

DUTCH
SPOKEN

Wills & Estates, Family Law
Mediation Services
Half hour Free Consultation
We will visit your home!
Herman Faber, LL.B

Allan Buist, B.A., LL.B.

Attentive to Your Needs, Affordable & Fair
“And now introducing our new Fergus location!” . . .
162 ST. ANDREW STREET WEST, FERGUS, ONTARIO N1M 1P8
TELEPHONE: (519) 843-3222 FACSIMILE: (519) 843-2810
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