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The Doctrine Concerning the Covenant

An ambiguity?
The second point of divergence which our Deputies dis-

cussed with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and evalu-
ated in 1986 was the teaching concerning the covenant. Our
Deputies stated that there is “an ambiguity in the Westmin-
ster Standards with respect to the question with whom the
covenant of grace [was] made.”

Notice the choice of the word “ambiguity.” An ambigu-
ity is not a heresy. It simply means that the Westminster Stan-
dards speak in two ways about the covenant, and that this
dual manner of phrasing may be unclear or even lead to
heresy. It should be noted that we, too, use ambiguities when
we try to clearly formulate difficult matters. 

I think, e.g., of the way in which we use the Latin terms
“congregatio” and “coetus” to explain different aspects of the
church. This confessional distinction is not clear sometimes
to our own members, let alone to those outside our
churches. It is clear to me, but not to all, and my under-
standing of it is not shared by everyone in our churches. 

There will always be a certain ambiguity in our speak-
ing and writing, because it is not easy to formulate things
clearly in such a way that there is no room for any misun-
derstanding. The Bible tells us that “we all stumble in many
ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a per-
fect man. . .” (James 3:2). This is true of any human formu-
lation, in speaking or writing. 

Of course, we must avoid ambiguities and strive for clear
and simple formulations. This is precisely what our Deputies
have been discussing with the OPC delegates for many
years. It may be clear that the two churches have come to a
better understanding of each other’s viewpoint in this matter.

The Deputies of 1986 concluded that “although also in
this respect continued discussion is desirable, since weak-
nesses and imperfections in the Westminster Standards could
benefit from a careful emendation, the divergency (should
be: divergence, Cl.S.) now discussed was not an impediment
to recognizing the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as a true
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

With whom is the covenant made?
The issue at stake here is the answer to the question: with

whom is the covenant made? The answer to this question
can impact on the use of the sacraments and the organizing
of the liturgy of the church. It is not merely an unimportant
theoretical question.

The Westminster Standards state that the covenant “was
made with Christ as the second Adam and in Him with all
the elect as His seed.” (Larger Catechism, answer 31). The
Canadian Reformed churches prefer to say that the covenant
is made with “believers and their seed.” In the Westminster
construction the covenant and those who are in it become
rather nebulous and unclear. Who knows the elect, except
God? We come here close to the first divergence about the in-
visible church. The OPC delegates and our Deputies noticed
and mentioned this parallel.

To bring this down to a simple, practical matter, the
OPC would have to say that Esau was not in the covenant
but Jacob was. Hence people like Esau could not be
covenant breakers. This view seriously undermines the re-
sponsibility and position of disobedient covenant children.
The OPC does not wish to say that. There are some other
concerns here as well. The Westminster view on the
covenant leads to undue tolerance for those who want to be
called Reformed but yet reject infant baptism. It also has a
bearing on the question who shall be admitted to the
Lord’s Supper celebration.

The OPC is well aware of the importance of the matter.
They answered our Deputies as follows, “Together with you
we would seek to avoid the misappropriation of the doctrine
of election by proper attention to the doctrine to the covenant
of grace which is made with believers and their seed” (Italics
mine, Cl.S). It is a positive response with which we can work. 

Essential agreement
In essence, then, when it comes to the point of doctrine,

we have much common ground on the question: with whom
is the covenant made? Children of believers are seen as
covenant children with all the incumbent privileges and
obligations. There was no valid reason not to enter into a
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sister church relation with the OPC because of the diver-
gent doctrine of the covenant. 

The OPC Delegates remarked that “there is no doctrine of
the covenant in the Three Forms of Unity, except by impli-
cation.” I think that this is partly true. Our understanding of
the doctrine of the covenant was shaped and sharpened by
the conflicts about baptism and other things in 1939-1944,
the time of the Vrijmaking (Liberation). The OPC never had
this struggle. Remember that we then pleaded for tolerance,
not any binding beyond our confession. We should show
the same graciousness in 2003 to others as we have asked
for ourselves in 1939.

It is also true, however, that our confessions do give a clear
answer to the question who belongs in the covenant. I think of
answer 74 in the Heidelberg Catechism: infants as well as
adult belong to God’s covenant and congregation. Notice
the parallel usage here of the terms “covenant” and “congre-
gation.” The congregation of believers and their children is the
covenant people of the LORD. This understanding impacts
greatly on how we preach and how we address the congre-
gation. I think we need to discuss this with the OPC on an
ongoing basis. Also the Free Reformed Churches of North
America could benefit from such a discussion. In preaching
and sacraments is where the rubber hits the road.

We’ll have to work with the ambiguity which our
Deputies noticed. In this respect our Deputies even wrote
about “careful emendation” of the Westminster Standards.
Imagine how we would react if the OPC said the same to
us. Yet the matter is of such importance that “careful emen-
dation” must be pursued.

Our Deputies and major assemblies did not gloss over the
divergences. The agenda for the future has been set. It will
not be an easy road, but we owe it to the Lord and one an-
other to travel together as we ponder these weighty matters.
We will have to walk humbly with our God (Mic 6:8).

1This is a continuation of Rev. Cl. Stam’s editorial in issue 4.
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What’s inside?
Rev. Cl. Stam’s editorial continues his evaluation

of the divergences between the CanRC and OPC. In
this editorial, he evaluates the doctrine concerning
the covenant.

We often talk about the persecution of the church.
A graduate from our Theological College who is now
minister in Indonesia, Rev. Yonson Dethan, writes
about the horrible persecution which his people face
continually. He also speaks about the comfort and hope
which they have in the Lord God. A report is also at-
tached to this by his mother-in-law, sister Ann DeBoer.

The meditation in this issue is by Rev. by P. Aasman.
We also have our column, Ray of Sunshine, along with
several press releases.

A reader’s forum and a letter to the editor show
that our readers do not always agree with what is writ-
ten in Clarion. We like to keep an open forum. See
what you think.

RA

Rev. Cl. Stam is minister of the Canadian Reformed Church
at Hamilton, Ontario. clstam@canrc.org



Suffering brings out the very best, or
the very worst in people, and the dif-
ference between the two is razor thin.
Many are the people who have good
intentions, but who abandon them
when they are obliged to suffer for
them. We easily abandon what is right
when the pain of doing it becomes too
great for us.

Cain intended to worship God, for
he offered a sacrifice to Him. But when
worship toward God demanded of him
a certain price, he gave up his good in-
tention. God demanded of Cain to give
up his pride and to humble himself be-
fore his majesty. The price was too high
for Cain. Judas, too, had very good in-
tentions as a disciple of Jesus. He had so
distinguished himself that the disciples
appointed him their treasurer. Yet when
he realized with a sinking feeling that
Jesus would not bring about political
glory for the Jews, and instead that He
was leading them on a path of suffer-
ing, he rejected it. His good intentions
perished when he realized he would
have to suffer to fulfil them.

But no person can escape suffering.
Philosophers come back to it again and
again as the fundamental principle of
human life. Historians discover it again
and again as the central lesson of his-
tory. Technology forever pursues the
elusive dream of alleviating suffering,
and succeeds only in transforming and
deepening it.

To be human is to suffer. The ques-
tion is: How will you face it? Will it
bring out the worst in you, or the best?

Jesus Christ fully participated in the
human condition, so He also suffered.
But how did He suffer? We are fond of
the image Isaiah uses of the suffering
Messiah: “He was led like a lamb to
the slaughter.” Indeed, Jesus passively

yielded to his arrest and was silent be-
fore his accusers. But we should not
get from this the idea that Jesus suffered
in quiet serenity. He did not look upon
his suffering as a Stoic, insensitive to the
rejection of the people and immune to
the pain of crucifixion. Nor was He
like the Buddha who sought to tran-
scend suffering by withdrawing into
himself to become oblivious to the pain
of the outer world. 

His solution to the problem of pain
was not to escape into himself nor to
dull the pain, but to endure it fully.
One of the writers in the early church
named Ambrose wrote, “He would not
have taken so much for me if He had
not taken upon Him my feelings. The
praise of fortitude is not for those whose
wounds are dull but for those whose
wounds have pain.” Christ’s wounds
had pain. That is why He asked the Fa-
ther to take the cup from Him. There
would be no avoiding the agony of cru-
cifixion itself. That suffering would mul-
tiply when the people whom Jesus had
loved so deeply would reject Him and
demand He be crucified. He would not
protect Himself from the agony of re-
jection. He would not dull the pain of
rejection by hating them back. Nor
would He lessen the pain of suffering
the wrath and abandonment of his Fa-
ther by hating the Father back.

His wounds had pain. That is why
He prayed, “Take this cup from me.”
But He did not permit suffering to cor-
rupt his good intentions. He had come
into the world to save God’s people.
So He adds, “Yet not what I will, but
what you will.” And then He did the
Father’s will.

And so can you. You have good in-
tentions. Do not disappoint them.
Christ held fast to his good purpose

despite his suffering and as a result,
He won glory, power and dominion.
He will give you power to live up to
your good intentions too, so that when
you suffer, it will only bring out the
best in you.
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TREASURES, NEW AND OLD
MATTHEW 13:52

By P. Aasman

Good Intentions
“Abba, Father,” He said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. 

Yet not what I will, but what you will.”

Mark 14:36

Rev. P. Aasman is minister of the Cana-
dian Reformed Church in Grand Val-
ley, Ontario. paasman@canrc.org

CHURCH NEWS

Examined by Classis Niagara of
March 19, 2003 and declared
eligible for call:

Candidate E. Dethan

• • •
Called by the church at Smithville,
Ontario for mission work in
Indonesia:

Candidate E. Dethan
• • •

Called by the Free Reformed church
of Rockingham, Western Australia
for mission work in Indonesia:

Candidate E. Dethan
• • •

Please note that the phone number
for Rev. W.B. Slomp was incorrect
in the Yearbook, it should be:

(780) 486-2721

more Church News on page 198.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters:
“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form

of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or
in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to
the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,
but showing love to a thousand generations of those who
love me and keep my commandments.” When we read
this second commandment, we may wonder what is re-
ally the difference between this commandment and the
first. In the first we are taught who we are to serve, namely
the one and only God. In the second commandment we
are instructed how we must serve the LORD our God.

This commandment contains both a warning and a
promise. The manner in which we serve the LORD is so
important that it either leads to a blessing or a curse.

How then must we serve the LORD? Let us go to God’s
Word in Deuteronomy 4:15-19. The warning is given;
“You saw no form of any kind the day the Lord spoke to
you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefore watch yourselves
very carefully, so that you do not become corrupt and
make for yourselves an idol, an image of any shape.”
God wants to be worshipped through our hearts by faith
and not by any mere image in whatever form. We are
commanded to serve God wholeheartedly. We may not
make a visible image of God in any way, or to serve God
through them.

Deuteronomy 4:23,24 teaches us; “be careful not to
forget the covenant of the LORD your God that He made
with you; do not make for yourselves an idol in the form
of anything the LORD your God has forbidden. For the
LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.” Time
and again we have seen how the Israelites had gone astray
from worshipping Him alone, and worshipped through
images or other means; and God became very angry and
jealous. Already at Mount Sinai, they made a golden calf,
and later Jeroboam made golden calves at Dan and Bethel
(1 Kgs 12:28-30).

We too must be careful that we do not worship God
in a selfish manner, and that we do not form wrong men-
tal images of God. We must be very careful that our hu-
man imagination does not rule over God’s holy revelation.
For He remains the Almighty Creator of heaven and
earth, incomparable, and exalted above every creature.

God has blessed us by giving us the covenant. He
makes himself known through this covenant. Through
the working of the Holy Spirit we may confess Him truly

with our lips. Through this we may grow in knowledge
and in serving Him in no other manner than com-
manded in his Word. 

He wants his people to be taught; not by dumb images
– but by the living preaching of his Word. Remember
also our ministers in prayer that the true preaching of
God’s Word may continue to grow. For the manner in
which we serve the Lord is indeed of great consequence
for our children and grand children.

Let us continue to be diligent and faithful, showing
our thankfulness to Him alone. For the Lord has also
promised to show his love to thousands of those who
love Him and keep his commandments. Continue to
pray for the Holy Spirit to work mightily in our hearts,
so that we may live in accordance with God’s Word, and
also show fruits of faith. Then this too, will receive
God’s blessing!

You shall not serve a graven image:
A jealous God am I, the Lord,
Who punish evildoers’ offspring
But cherish those who heed My Word.

Hymn 7:3

Birthdays in May:
4: DEBBIE VEENSTRA will be 29

RR 1, Sherkston, ON  L0S 1R0

10: ROB DE HAAN will turn 38
Anchor Home
361 Thirty Road, RR 2, Beamsville, ON  L0R 1B2

30: BERNIE DE VOS will be 28
40 Kerman Avenue, Grimsby, ON  L3M 3W5

Congratulations to you on this your special day. May
our heavenly Father continue to surround you with his
love and care in this new year. Have an enjoyable day!
Till next month,

Mrs. C. Gelms and Mrs. E. Nordeman
548 Kemp Road East

RR 2, Beamsville, ON  LOR 1B2
905-563-0380

P.S. Last month Marinus Foekens celebrated his birth-
day. As of recent he has been diagnosed with cancer.
Marinus really enjoys receiving cards, and maybe he can
be remembered through this way, and also in prayer.

RAY OF SUNSHINE

By Mrs. Corinne Gelms and Mrs. Erna Nordeman

“Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for
yourselves, and do not place a carved stone in your land to

bow down before it. I am the LORD your God.” Leviticus 26:1



Many of you may have heard about
the persecution of Christians in Indone-
sia. First of all, before I tell you about the
persecution in my country Indonesia, I
should let you know that Indonesia is
quite a large country and it has the
fourth largest population in the world.
We have about 120,000,000 people
living in Indonesia, and about ninety
percent of the population is Muslim
(both moderate and radical Muslim).

Indonesia is an archipelago (it has
lots of islands). It has more than 1,500 is-
lands and more than 600 languages/di-
alects. This easily opens the way for war,
which includes persecution.

There are lots of kinds of persecu-
tions that happened in Indonesia, but I
would like to focus just on the places
that have had the most persecution, in-
cluding my home province in Indone-
sia. Those places are in Java, Ambon,
Selebes and Timor (East and West). I
hope to give the solution to face this les-
son of faith and its conclusion based
on God’s Word.

Java
Java is one of the five biggest islands

in Indonesia beside Sumatera, Kaliman-
tan, Selebes and Irian/Papua. This is the
island where we have our capital city of
Indonesia (Jakarta). Here we have all
kinds of Muslims both radical and mod-
erate. We do have some Christians there
but only as a minority. Thus it is easy
for them to be persecuted there. Many
churches there have been bombed and
destroyed by the radical Muslims. It is
interesting that after the bomb in Bali last
October 2002, many of those that were
being caught were also found as the
ones who bombed the churches in Java
and on the other islands. While I write
this, I learned in the latest newspaper
that the policemen caught these peo-
ple. Also, I heard on a cassette about
some radical Muslims who had been
trained to be radical leaders and had
destroyed some churches. These Mus-
lims suddenly repented and became

Christians. In their speeches they said
that they were the ones who bombed
this church or that church.

Up until now the churches in Java
(both Christian and Catholic) are still be-
ing the targets of radical Muslims. In
1992 there were about twelve churches
being bombed and from those bombed
there were some people in the congre-
gation and ministers who died with their
families. However we also heard that af-
ter this, a few of them who did it re-
pented and became Christian. They gave
witness that they were the ones who
went to destroy this or that church. 

Is not that amazing? Sometimes when we
hear this, again we remember that Ter-
tullian’s words, “the blood of martyrs is
the seed of the church” are very true.

Selebes and Ambon/Maluku
I would also like to let you know

about persecutions that happened in
Poso, Selebes and Ambon where there
were lots of Christians who died and
churches that were destroyed. The
Christians in Poso Selebes suffered as
much as those in Ambon. Up until now
we still have some refugees from Am-
bon. Some of them are still coming to
our churches very faithfully but still are
refugees. They have been coming to us
since the year 2001. We are trying to
help them materially but also spiritu-
ally. When we see this we remember
what happened to the people of Israel in
the Bible times, when they had to go out
from the Promised Land to go to a
strange land and live there as refugees.
If you go on the Internet to the Ambon
and Poso persecution then you can see
and read there how terrible the perse-
cution was. We have some information
in the newspaper here too but seeing it

on the Internet was quite something;
people were being slaughtered, preg-
nant women were being cut and also a
baby in front of the husband was
burned up by fire, etc.

When the brothers and sisters from
Ambon arrived in West Timor, we
asked them to come to church and we
let them speak in front of the congrega-
tion. They told us about how they were
being persecuted. All their churches
were bombed and burned up. Who-
ever was found in their houses, they
would kill or rape. Some of them were
being raped in front of their husbands or
parents. Some of them were scared and
climbed up to the ceiling to hide them-
selves, but then forgot about their wives
and children and just saw from above
how their family was killed. The stu-
dents in the university were being per-
secuted. The persecutors even tried to
kill them. These brothers and sisters also
told us about how their families were
hanged and were burned up and they
just saw it happen from far away.

Many of these people ran away to
the forest to hide themselves in order to
save their lives. We heard from the
brothers and sisters from Saparua/Am-
bon that when they ran out, there were
some enemies trying to help them and
told them to go to a big factory. Thus
there were about 250 people who went
there but it was a trap. When they went
in some of the men were asked to go out
one by one, being told that somebody
outside needed them. When they went
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Tertullian’s words “the
blood of martyrs is the seed
of the church” are very true. 



out they never came back. Some of
them hid themselves in the ceiling and
were able to get out. The others could
not. When there were not many cap-
tured men left in the factory the enemies
came in and raped the girls and women
in front of their husbands or parents
and then killed them off after that.

Some of the Ambon refugees in
Timor could not go home any more be-
cause their land was not theirs anymore.
The government tried to make peace
but it is always hard for the Christians
over there to live in their homeland.

We heard before that Ambon was a
Christian province. Thus we from Timor
were surprised when we heard about
this. Finally we got an answer from our
brothers and sister from Ambon that,
yes, Ambon was a very strong Christian
island but the numbers are decreasing.
Slowly the Muslims came from Java and
Selebes for trading. This is a strategy.
Once they see in a Christian district
that it is twenty percent Muslim and
eighty percent Christian, they try to get
their Muslims’ friends, brothers and sis-
ters to come to that specific district in
order to make an equal population, thus
fifty/fifty or at least forty percent Mus-
lim and sixty percent Christians. Once
they know it is at this level then they
make a war or what they called “Jihad”
or holy war!

The brothers and sisters from Am-
bon told us that they already tried to go
back to their homeland, but they could
not stay there any more because their
houses had already burned up and the
land was not theirs anymore. Or if their
house was still there they could not
stay there anymore because it was not
safe. When they left their homeland, the
enemies came and picked up all their
goods and took them away.

Let me continue to my homeland.

Persecution in East Timor
In Timor we have not had such bad

experiences like ours brothers and sis-
ters in Ambon. However we have had
some trouble in East Timor. In East
Timor we heard that the Muslims were
not persecuting the Christians but in-
stead the Roman Catholics. The Roman
Catholics did this to the Christians be-
cause they thought they were the ma-
jority thus they wanted to dominate
everything there. They did not like the
Christians growing there in East Timor.
Thus the Christians in East Timor suf-
fered persecution before the big war.
However the persecution there was not
as bad as in Ambon, Selebes or in Java. 

Persecution in West Timor
By the government

I should let you know that we in West
Timor suffer different persecutions, specif-
ically us, the Reformed churches. Since
1995 our government did not recognize
our churches (GGRC) as legal churches
and that goes up until now. It is so inter-
esting that in our province we can say it
is a Christian province, for Christians are
the majority, but our churches are still
having difficulty from this Christian gov-
ernment. You would probably think that
as a Christian province, things like this
should not happen. But that is what we
are experiencing. We have been trying to
ask our government here to register our
church federation but they do not seem
to give in.

By religion
Radical Muslims were not able to

do bad things in our province here.
Why? Because they are not the majority
here. There are only about twenty per-
cent of them. The rest of the population
in West Timor is Christian, Roman
Catholic or others. Thus if the Muslims
do something bad they will probably
have a hard time here in West Timor. 

By the state church
This church still thinks that it is the

biggest and the majority. Thus it has to
organize everything. We always have a
hard time and have lots of problems if we
want to build or establish a church or a
school. But for their federation it is not
too hard. Why did this happen? Because
they have some access to the govern-
ment. All the positions in government are
in their hands. The head of the village,
head of the district, head of the religion
and head of the province is in the hands
of this state church. Thus it is not easy
for us to deal with the government for
our churches. 

By other churches
Our church was also having some

problem with other churches here in
Timor. After the split in our federation in
1995, the other part of our federation
was still trying to get all our assets, say-
ing these belonged to them. They used
intimidation; they beat us up and even
tried to kill us. Some of our ministers
were being beaten up and had to go to
the hospital. One of them lost two of
his teeth. Up until now these people

are still trying to give us some prob-
lems and still try to fight with us and
persecute us physically.

Solution: facing it in the Lord
After seeing, hearing and experienc-

ing the persecution we conclude that
there is only one way to face the prob-
lem of persecution. This is by faith, by
prayers (Eph 6:17-18), by singing praise
to God (Phil 3:26); and by hope in the
Lord based on God’s Word such as in 2
Timothy 3:15, Philippians 1:29, Ro-
mans 8:28 and Revelation 1-3. Of
course I would like to hear from you all
here how to face it too but this is what
we can think of and we use it in order to
face this lesson of faith.

Conclusion
Persecution does not happen by

chance (Rom 8:28). We believe that
nothing happens by chance including
this persecution. God is the one who
controls and rules over all and has the
power over everything as the Alpha
and Omega God. Thus we know that
this was allowed by the Lord with a spe-
cific purpose for us, as Roman 8:28
says: “And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who
love him who have been called ac-
cording to his purpose” (NIV).

Persecution brings double blessings
for Christians. We believe that through
this persecution comes blessings from
the Lord, even double blessings. This re-
minds us of the Word of God in Philip-
pians 1:29, that we are granted not only
to believe but also to suffer. “For it has
been granted to you on behalf of Christ
not only to believe in him, but also to
suffer for him” (NIV).

Also we remember the word of God
in 2 Timothy 3:12 where it says: “In
fact every one who wants to live a godly
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
while evil men and impostors will go
from bad to worse deceiving and being
deceived” (NIV).

Thus persecution is: 
For testing our faith (Phil 1:29).
For purification (Rev 2).
For building us up.
For the glorification of God’s name

(Rom 11:36).
“For from him and through him and to
him are all things. To him be the glory
forever! Amen.” 

Romans 11:36 (NIV). 
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Persecution brings double
blessings for Christians.

Rev.Yonson Dethan is minister of the
Calvinist Reformed Church in Kupang,
West Timor, Indonesia.



The GGRC and efforts to establish
a school

First a bit of history about the
church. The GGRC (The Calvinist Re-
formed Churches) is a federation of
churches which was not too long ago
called the GGRM (The Pilgrim Re-
formed Churches). It is a sister church of
the GGRI (the Reformed Churches of In-
donesia) and the Liberated churches of
Holland, and also has contact relation
with the Free Reformed churches of
Australia. Rev. Yonson Dethan gradu-
ated and received his Master of Divin-
ity at the Theological College of Hamil-
ton on September 6, 1997 and is now
minister of the GGRC in Kupang, West
Timor, Indonesia. (For his ordination,
etc. see Clarion Volume 47, No. 21).

The report tells us that ever since the
church federation had been established
in 1950, their children had to go to pub-
lic, Roman Catholic or even Muslim
schools. The funds were not there but a
desire to educate their children on the
basis of the Scriptures and Reformed
Confessions grew. With much prayer
for wisdom and the help of many peo-
ple in Canada they were able to first
start a kindergarten in one of their
church buildings, namely in Tarus.
Then in 2001 they started collecting
funds from their own members. They
worked very hard cooking and selling
meals as well as selling calendars and
book dividers with the name of their
school on them. They also organized a
sale of items made from traditional
cloth, such as ties (which the ladies
sewed themselves), Bible covers,

purses, etc. These items were brought to
Canada by Mrs. Mary-Lynn Dethan and
sold there. This created much aware-
ness about the school building project
and as a result, many donations were
received from people in Canada, from
both east and west. The construction of
a Junior High School could begin. 

Open house of the junior high
school

On July 10, 2002, the Head of Ku-
pang Region, Mr. I. A. Medah opened
the new school building. It was very
encouraging to see him as well as some
other local members of parliament of
Kupang in their midst, even though the
government does not support the school
financially. The opening program was
well attended by approximately 200
people from the GGRC churches in Ku-
pang, Bolok, etc., from some neighbor-
ing Protestant churches, and a few re-
porters. Rev. Petrus Loka (from the
GGRC church in Bolok) led the people
in singing and prayer to the Triune God
and read Proverbs 12:1-3. In his ser-

mon, Rev. Loka said that if we hold on
to God’s teachings then we and our
children will be strong in our daily lives.
This new school should be based on the
Bible and the Reformed confessions.
Only then may we hope for our chil-
dren to grow in love and obedience to
our God. He concluded: “We hope
that the young generation of the church
can be prepared for the future of the
church, the family, and the nation."
Rev. Loka then ended with prayer. 

After the sermon by Rev. Loka, Rev.
Dethan welcomed all in attendance. He
started his speech by giving thanks to
the Triune God for his love and his care
in making this event possible. Without
his will this school cannot exist and
our plans would be in vain. He went
on to explain that in 1999 with the per-
mission of the government they formed
an organization called Yayasan Rindu
Sejahtera (YRS). Through this founda-
tion they could start many kinds of ac-
tivities in order to help people grow
both spiritually and economically. One
of these activities was to build a school.
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Christian Education for Reformed
Children in Timor

By A. DeBoer

Send us some wood and
we will make them into

arrows.

Unveiling the school sign.
To the left of the sign – head of the region; 

to the right of the sign – head of the M.P.s in the province.



This plan came about from their study
of the Scriptures on Deuteronomy 6:4-
9 and various other texts in the Bible,
plus learning experience from the Re-
formed Churches in Australia, Holland
and Canada. Rev. Dethan expressed the
hope that besides this junior high
school, if the Lord wills and the gov-
ernment allows it, they will also estab-
lish some other schools such as a high
school and an elementary school.
Proverbs 22:6: “Train a child in the
way he should go and when he is old he
will not turn from it,” and the words of
John Calvin: “Send us some wood and
we will make them into arrows” now
have become the symbol and logo of
their school. 

Finally, Rev. Dethan expressed his
thanks first of all to God for all his bless-
ings. He thanked all those who gave of
their time and energy and the many
brothers and sisters in Canada who gave
their generous donations for the school.
He also thanked the planning commit-
tee for all their work for the opening
program. Rev. Dethan closed his

speech with these words: “May the Lord
our Triune God bless you all.” 

Mr. Medah, the Head of Kupang Re-
gion, also had a speech and congratu-
lated the foundation for taking this big
step. He then signed the inscription stone
and unveiled the school sign. Everyone
had a chance to view the classrooms af-

ter which they all enjoyed coffee and
cake and socialized with each other.
Then Rev. Madah Biha from GGRI (The
Reformed Churches in Indonesia) closed
the program with prayer. 

SLTP “Plus” Reformasi Noelbaki
Thanks be to God, on July 14, 2002,

classes could begin, consisting of forty-
eight students in grade 7, coming from
both Timor and Rote Islands. They hope
to add grade 8 in 2003 and grade 9 in
2004, the Lord willing. The school
building consists of two classrooms,
one room divided into three small ar-
eas (for the principal, counsellor and of-
fice), and a bathroom. They have one
small typewriter, one stencil machine,
three cupboards, study tables and
chairs, a few blackboards etc. For now,
the children who come from far away
are staying with relatives or friends. This
is causing some problems, e.g., these
people are not all members of our
church and the children are not always
being looked after very well by their rel-
atives. This problem the Yayasan hopes
to solve, D.V., by building a small dor-
mitory for the children that come from
far away. Hopefully they can raise
enough money to do so. 

May God bless this Reformed edu-
cation in Timor, so that it may prepare
the future generation of the church for
the upbuilding of the body of Christ. To
Him be all glory. Soli Deo Gloria!
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Since my wife knew that I intended
to write what you read below, she
handed me one of our Cloverdale
liturgy sheets and pointed to the text on
the cover:

And let not any unwholesome talk
come out of your mouths, but only
what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may
benefit those who listen. . . Be kind
and compassionate to one another. . .

Keeping that Pauline and spousal cor-
rective in mind, I will follow the good
example of the Bereans. In Acts 17:11
we read that the Jews in Berea checked
out Paul. They did so in a fair and bal-
anced way. I want to see whether Rev.
J. Huijgen used a similar measure when
he wrote in Clarion about our sister
churches in the Netherlands. Do his ar-
ticles present a fair, balanced, and rep-
resentative image? Rev. Huijgen sum-
marized his impressions from a recent
visit to Holland, as follows:

We suspect the Dutch churches to
be relying on the same practices the
Christian Reformed Church in
North America embraced fifteen or
twenty years ago. We noticed a
general trend among the Dutch
churches which we summarize as a
fear. This fear involves being identi-
fied as a type of church with exclu-
sive truths. The Reformed character
is almost unrecognizable. The
Dutch churches are attempting to
reinvent themselves in hopes of es-
tablishing an identity.

While I read these observations, the one
question tumbled over the other.
• . . . comparison with the CRC

Which practices is Rev. Huijgen re-
ferring to? Did the Dutch churches
accept the CRC practices with re-
gard to women in office?

• . . .fear of being identified as a
church with exclusive truths.
This is a puzzling statement. Since
our Dutch sister churches whole-
heartedly accept the exclusive truths

of the gospel, Rev. Huijgen must be
targeting something else. Are the
Dutch churches less exclusivist then
Rev. Huijgen wants them to be?

• . . .the Reformed character is
almost unrecognizable.
Is this an impression or an accusa-
tion? Is it not mandatory, especially
in the context of such serious
charges, to provide ample proof for
such a far-reaching statement?

• . . .hoping to establish an identity.
Wouldn’t it be paramount to con-
sider the potential negative effects of
impressions, as presented in these ar-
ticles, by an official representative of
the Canadian Reformed Churches?
There are members of our churches
who claim repeatedly and with clear
transatlantic insight, that “Holland”
is on a slippery slope. Now, based on
Rev. Huijgen’s observations, these
members will conclude that “Hol-
land” has approached the bottom of
such a slope.

After reading the articles of Rev. Huijgen,
I decided to react publicly for the fol-
lowing reasons:
• Many readers of Clarion do not have

access to Dutch language resources
and are therefore unable to form a
fair and balanced opinion.

• General acceptance of Rev. Huijgen’s
evaluations may lead to profound
and prolonged distortions in our sis-
ter church relationship with the
churches in Holland.

• If the situation in the Reformed
churches in the Netherlands is as bad
as Rev. Huijgen described, should
we not extend a brotherly hand to
those churches in need?

This article has not been written as an
attempt to deny that our sister churches
in Holland are grappling with major
challenges. Nevertheless, the examples
Rev. Huijgen presented to show the poor
state of affairs in the Dutch churches, can
easily be countered with an equal or
greater number of positive samples. Such

an approach, however, fails to provide
our readers with the information they
need to make up their own minds. In an
attempt to offer adequate information, I
sent a copy of the articles to three broth-
ers in Holland and asked whether, in
their opinion, Rev. Huijgen’s findings are
fair, balanced, and representative.

One of the brothers is a former chair-
man of a synod, the second is the editor
of a Dutch periodical called De Refor-
matie, and the third was a member of
Synod Zuidhorn 2002/2003. This
brother wrote weekly synod impressions.

Before we summarize their reactions,
I will give the floor to Rev. K. deVries, a
grandson of Prof. Dr. K. Schilder. Rev.
deVries recently wrote an article entitled
“When will we again become positive
about the church?” (De Reformatie – Jan.
4/03). In a somewhat free translation,
we quote part of his observations about
the present situation in the Reformed
churches in the Netherlands:

Abuse from the right
For some time in the past, criticism
from the conservative wing has
been forbearing and moderate. As
of late, however, the criticism has
become sharp and harsh. On a na-
tional basis, this criticism has been
mobilized in the association Re-
formanda, a group which works
behind the scenes under the name
‘Information with regard to ecclesi-
astical developments.’ They pub-
lish a periodical Aanvullingen (=
Supplements). In these organiza-
tions there is a convergence of all
kinds of suspicions concerning al-
most any development in the Re-
formed churches. First the churches
are victimized. They are accused of
deliberately and consciously allow-
ing deviations in issues like: the se-
lection of new hymns, unity talks
with other denominations, and dis-
cussions about the fourth command-
ment. Additionally, the integrity of
specific people and titled individu-
als is attacked in the public press.
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Professors and ministers are tarred in
newspapers and brochures. The
synod and specific representatives
are occasionally accused of cow-
ardice. If there is criticism about their
initiative, they eagerly project them-
selves as the (only) watchers on the
walls of Zion. Though no one called
them to this office, they willingly put
on Jeremiah’s cloak.

Rev. deVries continues to describe some
extreme examples of ways in which crit-
ical church members express their frus-
trations. It is evident that Reformanda
specializes in cataloguing concerns. It
becomes clear that Reformanda majors
in expressing and presenting criticism,
but does little in providing contribu-
tions for the development of Reformed
churches living in the twenty-first cen-
tury. But, we have to be fair. One could
sympathize with Reformanda, not with
its tactics, when one reads what Rev.
deVries writes about:

Abuse from the left
Criticism has also been lodged from
the opposite side of the church. Of-
ten this criticism has a different tone.
Usually it sounds less or not at all ag-
gressive. On the contrary, you hear
disappointment, lack of surety, a
hunger for something else. These
feelings are expressed across the
country in a wish for newer forms of
preaching and confession (often
stated without specifics). They want
preaching that appeals to them, con-
gregational and church life in con-
temporary forms and structures,
completely differently structured
church services and a subdivision
into small groups. The church
should be more evangelical and/or
charismatic. The church should stop
talking about doctrine. Differences
between churches are not important.
The church should completely
abandon its passion to be in con-
trol, and abandon its desire to rule
over everything, and simply let the
Spirit find its way. As we mentioned
above, the tone is often soft and
searching. But with some, you can
find frustration, impatience, bitter-
ness, and a controlled rage because
their wishes and ideals have not
been recognized by the church. Or
they may have been recognized,
but not realized. Discussions have
become heated, contrasts have be-
come sharper. House visitations and
Bible study groups are tense because
of the differences in outlook. Activity
groups are struck to lead the consis-
tory and minister in another direc-
tion. And if all these efforts fail to

yield their expectations, people lose
patience. Some leave the church.

No third ghetto
The three Dutch brothers whom I con-

tacted are keenly aware of the present
challenges in Holland. The challenges
coming from secularization, indifference,
and an up-rootedness inherent to post-
modernity, are almost overwhelming.
They consider these threats more danger-
ous for the churches than the samples of
unreformedness Rev. Huijgen presented.

However, these brothers and many
others refuse to ghettoize, because that
is not what the church of Jesus Christ is
about. They refuse to allow criticisms to
preoccupy and drive their agendas,
since that restricts the growth of Christ’s
body. They desire to emphasize contri-
butions which will promote the devel-
opment of the church in the twenty-first
century, because the Scriptures com-
mand such an attitude: “. . .the men of
Issachar understood the times and knew
what Israel should do” (1 Chron 12:32).

They show patience, are firm and
flexible, and allow for mistakes, as they
realize that growth of the body is a
process. All three brothers thought that
Rev. Huijgen was too negative, that he
presented unsubstantiated generaliza-
tions. One of the brothers inquired
whether Rev. Huijgen perhaps acquired
a pair of Reformanda glasses during his
short trip to Holland. All three brothers
expressed as their opinion that Rev.
Huijgen did not do justice to a church
situation in which there is far more
faithfulness than Rev. Huijgen depicts.

A quick overview
In conclusion I will include a num-

ber of brief remarks about the present
situation of the Reformed churches in
Holland, which may help our readers to
make up their own minds:
The Word:
• With great faithfulness, the full gospel

of Jesus Christ is preached Sunday
after Sunday.

• It should also be mentioned that one
of the contacted brothers com-
plained about a lack of depth in quite
a number of sermons.

• In open, beneficial articles in De
Reformatie, those complaints about
sermons were frankly discussed.

• Faculty members of the Theological
University in Kampen continue to
serve a wide audience with their work.
For example, a recent publication
from Kamphuis, Trimp, Doedens, and
DeBruijne about the authority of Scrip-
ture is very helpful and stimulating.

Liturgy:
Synod Zuidhorn has provided a Re-

formed framework for liturgy. With this
framework, freedom for liturgical inno-
vation has been returned to the local
congregations. Synod Zuidhorn did, for
the time being, not accept proposals
for another substantial increase in the
number of hymns.
Fourth Commandment:

Historically speaking, the Reformed
churches have for hundreds of years lived
with differing views on the Sabbath/
Sunday. Recent Dutch synods have de-
cided to not favour one side over the
other. It was decided to stick with the
traditional approach of accommodating
both views.
Synod Zuidhorn:

The Dutch brother, a delegate to the
synod at Zuidhorn, suggested to Rev.
Huijgen that he should have attended
the synod sessions for a longer period of
time. He comments, “If that had hap-
pened, Rev. Huijgen would have writ-
ten differently about his brothers who,
in total submission to the Lord and his
Word, struggle to have the church sail
on his compass.”
Lifestyle:

Many faithful families are chal-
lenged by the influence of seculariza-
tion and indifference which continue
to make inroads. Just like in Canada,
consumerism and materialism often
shape lifestyles.
Postmodernity:

Postmodernity has also made deep
inroads in Dutch society. The influence
of fragmentation, relativism, and up-
rootedness can easily be detected, also
in the lives of church members.
Schools:

In the wake of a decision to allow
parents from the Free Reformed churches
to become members of Reformed school
societies, the schools are revisiting the
relationship between church, home,
and school.
Identity:

The gold of old truths must be re-
coined for use in the twenty-first century.
Some snowed-under parts of our heritage
may have to be dug up. This effort of ex-
ploration and exposure will lead to the
discovery of old and new treasures. All
explorers need steady hearts and dis-
cerning minds because, at times, claims
to bogus treasures are presented. By the
grace of God, their search, whether in
Holland or in Canada, will lead to the
discovery of treasures of great value.

Enough said.
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Press Release of the meeting of the
combined committees of the
Canadian Reformed and United
Reformed Churches to propose a
common church order held
February 13-14, 2003 at the Trinity
United Reformed Church of Grand
Rapids, MI

Present were: Dr. Nelson Kloosterman,
Rev. William Pols, Rev. Ronald Scheuers,
Rev. Raymond Sikkema and Mr. Harry
Van Gurp, representing the United Re-
formed Churches in North America
(URCNA), and Dr. Jack DeJong, Mr.
Gerard J. Nordeman, Rev. John Van
Woudenberg and Dr. Art Witten of the
Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRC).

Dr. Kloosterman opened the
meeting with reading Isaiah 12 and
prayer. He extended a word of wel-
come and acquainted the committee
members with the beautiful facilities
of the Trinity URC. The minutes of
the meeting of December 11-12,
2002 were reviewed and adopted
with some modifications.

A motion to re-appoint Dr.
Kloosterman as chairman, Rev.
Sikkema as recorder of the minutes, and
Mr. Nordeman to prepare the Press
Release for this and subsequent meet-
ings carried. An agenda and timetable
for the two days were adopted. 

The Common Church Order articles
provisionally adopted at the previous
meeting were carefully reviewed and
refined where necessary. Completed
are the articles with the following head-
ings: The Three Offices, Duties of the
Minister, The Calling of Ordained Men
within the Federation, Bound to a Par-
ticular Church, Bound for Life, The Sup-
port and Emeritation of the Minister.
The article dealing with “Ordained Men
without a Congregation Entering the
Federation” was for the most part com-
pleted, including the requirement of an
examination by classis, but still requires
a discussion on which assembly would
declare such men eligible for call. A fi-
nal review and appropriate numbering
will be done at the completion of the
whole Church Order.

Once again, a vigorous discussion
took place regarding jurisdiction; how
does a “broader” assembly relate to a
“narrower” assembly. Both committees

had brought proposals to the table. It
was decided to adopt a simple state-
ment as follows: “The broader assem-
blies shall exercise jurisdiction only and
exclusively relating to matters properly
before them.” Wording specific to del-
egation and the binding character of de-
cisions will be formulated later in article
for that purpose.

As requested at the previous meet-
ing, the Rev. Scheuers presented a pro-
posed introduction to the Church
Order. Again, an extensive discussion
took place regarding the exact word-
ing of the four components of this
introduction: 1) Biblical and Confes-
sional Basis, 2) Historical Background,
3) Foundational Principles and 4) Broad
Divisions. The Committee decided to
include in the Press Release the full
wording of the adopted Introduction.
The first sentence in the proposed Foun-
dational Principles will serve to clarify
the status of the Foundational Principles
in relation to our Church Order.

Introduction
Biblical and confessional basis

We Reformed believers maintain
that the standard for personal, public,
and ecclesiastical life is God’s Word,
the inspired, infallible, and inerrant
book of Holy Scripture. As a federation
of churches we declare our complete
subjection and obedience to that Word
of God. We also declare that we are
confessional churches, in that we be-
lieve and are fully persuaded that the
Three Forms of Unity, the Belgic Con-
fession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and
the Canons of Dort, summarize and do
fully agree with the Word of God.
Therefore, we unitedly subscribe to
these Reformed Confessions.

Both the Word of God and these Re-
formed Confessions demand that in our
ecclesiastical structure and rule we
openly acknowledge Jesus Christ to be
the supreme and only Head of the
church. Christ exercises His headship in
the churches by His Word and Spirit
through the ordained offices, for the
sake of purity of doctrine, holiness of
life, and order in the churches. The
churches of our federation, although
distinct, willingly display their unity and
accountability, both to each other and

especially to Christ, by means of our
common Confessions and this Church
Order.

Historical background
Our Church Order has its roots in

the continental European background
of the Protestant Reformation. The Re-
formed churches desired to be faithful
to God’s Word in practice and life as
well as in doctrine. Therefore, as early
as the mid-sixteenth century, and even
in the midst of persecution, the Re-
formed churches set down the founda-
tion of the Church Order at various
synods beginning in 1563, including
those in Wezel, the Netherlands (1568),
and in Emden, Germany (1571). For
the most part, the decisions of the as-
semblies in this period leaned heavily
on the church orders already in place
and used by the Reformed churches in
France and Geneva.

The Church Order adopted at Em-
den was revised at the Synods of Dor-
drecht (1574 and 1578), Middelburg
(1581), and the Hague (1586), before
being adopted by the well-known
Synod of Dordrecht (1618-1619). Our
Church Order follows the principles
and structure of the Church Order of
Dordrecht.

Foundational principles
The following list of foundational

principles, though not exhaustive, pro-
vides a clear Biblical foundation for,
and source of our Church Order.
1. The church is the possession of

Christ, who is the Mediator of the
New Covenant.
Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:25-27

2. As Mediator of the New Covenant,
Christ is the Head of the church.
Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:23-24; Colos-
sians 1:18

3. Because the church is Christ’s pos-
session and He is its Head, the prin-
ciples governing the church are
determined not by human prefer-
ence, but by Biblical teaching. 
Matthew 28:18-20; Colossians
1:18, 2 Timothy 3:16, 17

4. The catholic or universal church
possesses a spiritual unity in Christ
and in the Holy Scriptures.
Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 2:20; 
1 Timothy 3:15; 2 John 9
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5. The Lord gave no permanent uni-
versal, national or regional offices
to his church. The offices of minister,
elder and deacon are local in au-
thority and function. Therefore, a
broader assembly governs the
church only by way of delegation,
and exists only when it is in session.
Acts 14:23; 20:17,28; Ephesians
4:11-16; Titus 1:5

6. In its subjection to its Heavenly
Head, the church is governed by
Christ from heaven by means of his
Word and Spirit with the keys of
the kingdom, which He has given to
the local church for that purpose.
Therefore, no church may lord it
over another church, nor may one
office bearer lord it over another
office bearer.
Matthew 16:19; 23:8; John 20:22,
23; Acts 20:28-32; Titus 1:5

7. Although churches exist in certain
circumstances without formal feder-
ative relationships, the well-being of
the church requires that such rela-
tionships be entered wherever pos-
sible. Entering into or remaining in
such relationships should be volun-
tary; there is however a spiritual
obligation to seek and maintain the
federative unity of the churches by
formal bonds of fellowship and co-
operation.
Acts 11:22, 27-30; 15:22-35; Ro-
mans 15:25-27; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3;
Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 
4:9-10; Revelation 1:11, 20

8. The exercise of a federative rela-
tionship is possible only on the ba-
sis of unity in faith and in confession.
1 Corinthians 10:14-22; Galatians
1:6-9; Ephesians 4:16-17

9. Member churches meet together in
consultation to guard against hu-
man imperfections and to benefit
from the wisdom of many coun-
selors in the broader assemblies.
The decisions of such assemblies
derive their authority from their
conformity to the Word of God
Proverbs 11:14; Acts 15:1-35; 
1 Corinthians 13:9-10; 2 Timothy
3:16-17

10. In order to manifest our spiritual
unity, churches should seek con-
tact with other faithful, confession-
ally Reformed churches for their
mutual edification and as an effec-
tive witness to the world.
John 17:21-23; Ephesians 4:1-6

11. The church is mandated to exercise
its ministry of reconciliation by pro-
claiming the gospel to the ends of
the earth.
Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; 2 Corin-
thians 5:18-21

12. Christ cares for and governs his
church through the office bearers,
whom He chooses through the con-
gregation.
Acts 1:23-26; 6:2-3; 14:23; 1Timo-
thy 3:1, 8; 5:17

13. The Scriptures require that minis-
ters, elders and deacons be thor-
oughly equipped for the suitable
discharge of their respective offices. 

1 Timothy 3:2-9; 4:16; 2 Timothy
2:14-16; 3:14; 4:1-5

14. Being the chosen and redeemed
people of God, the church, under
the supervision of the consistory, is
called to worship Him according to
the scriptural principles governing
worship.
Leviticus 10:1-3; Deuteronomy
12:29-32; Psalm 95:1, 2 ,6; Psalm
100:4; John 4:24; 1 Peter 2:9

15. Since the church is the pillar and
ground of the truth, it is called
through its teaching ministry to
build up the people of God in faith.
Deuteronomy 11:19; Ephesians
4:11-16; 1 Timothy 4:6; 2 Timothy
2:2; 3:16-17

16. Christian discipline, arising from
God’s love for his people, is exer-
cised in the church to correct and
strengthen the people of God, to
maintain the unity and the purity of
the church of Christ, and thereby to
bring honor and glory to God’s
name.
1 Timothy 5:20; Titus 1:13; He-
brews 12:7-11

17. The exercise of Christian discipline
is first of all a personal duty of every
church member, but when official
discipline by the church becomes
necessary, it must be exercised by
the consistory of the church, to
whom the keys of the kingdom are
entrusted.
Matthew 18:15-20; John 20:22-23;
Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 5:13; 
1 Peter 5:1-3

Broad divisions
Since we desire to honor the apos-

tolic command that in the churches all
things are to be done decently and in
good order (1 Corinthians 14:40), we
order our ecclesiastical relations and
activities under the following divisions:
I. Offices (Articles 1- )

II. Assemblies (Articles - )
III. Worship and Ceremonies (Articles - )
IV. Discipline (Articles - )

We again discussed at some length
the question whose responsibility it is to
declare a man a candidate for the min-
istry. We agreed that, as in the deposi-
tion of a minister, in this matter the clas-
sis is also to be involved. The student
must sustain a classical examination.
We also discussed the necessity for, and
procedure of consistorial involvement
in the preparation and nurturing of a
man for the ministry. We agreed that
each committee, starting with article 4
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of Dort, writes a proposal for discus-
sion at our next meeting.

The committee took some time to re-
view the need for an article dealing
with admitting men to the ministry who
have not pursued the regular course of
study (old Dort article 8). This article
could be helpful in times of calamity or
distress. However, with a view to past
abuse of this article in some Reformed
churches, and the potential for abuse of
such an article in the future of the united
churches, it was agreed by both com-
mittees that the churches will be better
served by omitting such an article.

The issue of the role of regional
synod and the role of the regional syn-
odical deputies received some atten-
tion. Information was exchanged and a
better understanding gained by this dis-
cussion. More time is needed to come
to a final agreement. Also the method of
delegation to broader assemblies re-
ceived attention. The suggestion was
accepted for both committees to pre-
pare suitable adaptations of articles re-
garding the broader assemblies, includ-
ing classes, regional and general
synods, working from Articles 41, 44,
45, 47, 49 and 50 of Dort.

The next meeting will take place
D.V. August 5-7, 2003 in Burlington,
Ontario, Canada. In the mean time both
committees will continue to study the
remaining articles. Any proposals
should be shared with other committee
members at least one month prior to
the next meeting. The Press Release was
presented and approved. Rev. John
VanWoudenberg closed the meeting
with a brief meditation on John 12:1-8.
He led in prayer of thanksgiving and
praise to God, our heavenly Father, for
another meeting that could be con-
ducted in brotherly harmony.

For the Committee
Gerard J. Nordeman

Press Release of Classis Pacific East
March 6, 2003, held at Aldergrove,
B.C.

On behalf of the convening church
at Aldergrove, brother H. VanDelft
called the meeting to order, requested
the singing of Psalm 90:1,7 and 8, read
Philippians 2:1-11, and led in prayer.
Brother VanDelft extended a special
welcome to Rev. J. Moesker, who was
present at Classis Pacific East for the first
time as a delegate from the Church at
Vernon. 

The delegates from the Church at
Abbotsford checked the credentials
and found them to be in order. All

churches were represented by “primi”
delegates, except the church at Ver-
non, which had sent an alternate dele-
gate. The Church at Aldergrove had del-
egated two elders because Rev. P.H.
Holtvlüwer had been delegated by a
previous Classis to attend the Western
Classis of the Reformed Churches in
the United States which was meeting at
the same time. There were no instruc-
tions from the churches.

Classis was constituted. 
The moderamen consisted of: Rev. R.

Schouten – chairman; Rev. C.J. Vander
Velde – vice-chairman; Rev. W.M.
Wielenga – clerk. 

The chairman of Classis thanked the
convening church for making the
arrangements for Classis. The agenda
was established.

Since the book containing the Sub-
scription Form for ministers serving
churches within Classis Pacific East
was not present, Classis decided to have
Rev. J. Moesker sign this Form at the
next Classis. 

Three appeals were declared admis-
sible; a fourth appeal was declared
inadmissible. The three appeals were
discussed in several rounds and com-
mittees were struck to deal with them.
The committees presented their reports,
with the result that all the appeals were
denied. 

A report from the treasurer of Classis
Pacific East was received with gratitude. 

A report from the Fund for Needy
Churches was received with gratitude.
The church for the inspection of the
archive reported that it had not in-
spected the archive in time to report to
this Classis. 

Question Period according to Arti-
cle 44 of the Church Order was held.
The ministry of the office bearers is be-
ing continued in all the churches, the
decisions of the major assemblies are
being honoured, and no church needed
the judgment and help of Classis for
the proper government of the church. 

The next Classis will be held, the
Lord willing, in Chilliwack, on Thurs-
day, June 5, 2003, starting at 9:00 a.m.
Alternate date: September 18, 2003.
Suggested officers: Rev. C.J. Vander
Velde – chairman; Rev. W.M. Wielenga
– vice-chairman; Rev. J. Moesker –
clerk. 

The following appointments were
made: 
– Committee for Examinations: Rev.

M.H. VanLuik, Rev. R. Schouten
– Examiners for the examination of

candidates for the Ministry: exegesis

OT: Rev. W.M. Wielenga; exegesis
NT: Rev. M.H.VanLuik; knowledge
of Scripture: Rev. W.M. Wielenga;
doctrine and creeds: Rev. R.
Schouten; church history: Rev. C.J.
VanderVelde; ethics: Rev. J.
Moesker; church polity: Rev. P.H.
Holtvlüwer; diaconiology: Rev. C.J.
VanderVelde

– Church visitors according to Article
46 of the Church Order: Rev. M.H.
VanLuik (convener), Rev. J. Moesker,
Rev. R. Schouten; alternates:
Rev. W.M. Wielenga, Rev. C.J. Vander
Velde 

– Church for taking care of the
archive: Abbotsford

– Church for inspecting the archive:
Yarrow

– Treasurer of Classis: br. R. Leyenhorst
– Church for auditing the books of

the treasurer: Vernon
– Committee for Financial Aid to

Students for the Ministry: br. K.F.
Huttema, br. J. Schutte, Rev. M.H.
VanLuik (convener) 

– Committee for Needy Churches: br.
G. Boeve, br. K. Louwerse (con-
vener), br. B. Vane 

– Deputy for preaching arrangements:
Rev. P.H. Holtvlüwer.

There were no questions for Question
Period. Censure according to Article
34 of the Church Order was not neces-
sary. The Acts were adopted and the
Press Release was approved. The chair-
man requested the singing of Ps 133:1
and 2, and led in prayer. The chairman
declared Classis closed. 

C.J. VanderVelde, 
vice-chairman at that time

Press Release of Classis Manitoba
convened in the Redeemer
Canadian Reformed Church in
Winnipeg on March 10, 2003
1. On behalf of the convening Church

at Denver, Rev. D.M. Boersma
called the meeting to order. He read
Isaiah 49:1-7, led in prayer, and re-
quested that the brothers sing Hymn
46. He welcomed all present, in
particular Br. Peter Verbeek from
the Providence Reformed Church
(URCNA) in Winnipeg. Rev.
Boersma noted that he had been in-
stalled as minister of the church in
Denver on February 16, 2003. Rev.
P.G. Feenstra declined the call to
the church of Carman East. Rev.
Boersma also congratulated the
churches in Winnipeg with the
fiftieth anniversary of the institution
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of the Canadian Reformed Church
in Winnipeg.

2. The delegates of the Church at Den-
ver reported on the examination of
the credentials. All was found to be
in order. There were no churches
with instructions.

3. Classis was constituted. The follow-
ing officers were appointed: 
Chairman: Rev. T.G. VanRaalte
Vice Chairman: Rev. A.J. Pol
Clerk: Rev. D.M. Boersma

4. Rev. VanRaalte thanked the Church
of Denver for the preparations in-
volved in convening the classis. 

5. The agenda was adopted after a few
adjustments.

6. The Certificate of Release from the
classis FRCSA (CO 5B1) pertaining
to Rev. D.M. Boersma was provided
as promised at the previous classis
Manitoba.

7. Rev. J. VanRietschoten and br. P.
Verbeek were invited to be seated
as advisors.

8. Br. P. Verbeek was given the floor to
address the classis. He thanked clas-
sis for the invitation, brought greet-
ings from the Providence Reformed
Church and wished classis the
Lord’s blessings. Rev. VanRaalte
thanked br. Verbeek for coming. This
is a fruit of the growing contacts be-
tween the Canadian Reformed
Churches and the Providence
Reformed Church in this classical
region.

9. A report was given concerning the
inspection of the Classis Archives.
Classis noted that it is the task of the
church responsible for the archives
to ensure that the archives are com-
plete and that if items are irretriev-
able, notice of this is given to classis
by the church for the inspection of
the classis archives. Rev. K. Jonker
reported on contact with the provin-
cial government concerning arrange-
ments for officiating at wedding
ceremonies. In closed session there
were also church visitors’ reports of
visits to the churches of Carman
East and West, and Winnipeg (Grace
and Redeemer).

10. A proposal from the Redeemer
Canadian Reformed Church at Win-
nipeg concerning the revision of
certain articles of the Classis Regu-
lations was dealt with and accepted.

11. Question Period according to Art 
44 CO was held. The Church of
Carman West requested advice re-
garding a position paper brought
forward by another church in our

federation. Only one of the
churches in the classical region has
adopted the position paper. The
consensus was that Scripture and
our confessions can be brought to
bear where applicable. A request
from another church for advice was
dealt with in closed session.

12. Correspondence: A letter was re-
ceived from the Providence Re-
formed Church asking about the
possibility of requesting pulpit sup-
ply from the churches in the classi-
cal region “as the need may arise
and is mutually convenient” given
the fact that Ref. F. Folkerts has ac-
cepted a call to Listowel, Ontario.
Given the decision of Synod Neer-
landia with regard to the URCNA
and the local developments in this
classical region, classis concluded
that there are no objections to this,
but emphasized that this is a matter
of the local churches.

13. Appointments.
a. The convening church for the

next classis is the Grace Cana-
dian Reformed Church in Win-
nipeg. The classis is scheduled to
be held on June 2, 2003. Alternate
date: September 22, 2003.

b. The suggested officers for the
next classis are: 
chairman: Rev. K. Jonker; vice-
chairman: Rev. T.G. VanRaalte;
clerk: Rev. A.J. Pol

14. Personal question period was held.
15. No censure according to Art 34 of

the Church Order was necessary.
16. The Acts were adopted and the Press

Release approved for publication.
17. The chairman requested that the

brothers sing Psalm 92:1,6 and led
in closing prayer.

For Classis Manitoba, 
March 10, 2003

A.J. Pol, Vice-chairman at that time.

Press Release of Classis Alberta
held March 11, 2003 at Coaldale,
Alberta

On behalf of the convening church
at Coaldale, br. H. Lubbers called the
meeting to order. He welcomed the
delegates and guests. He asked the
delegates to sing from Hymn 2: 1, read
1 Peter 5:1 -11and led in prayer.

The credentials were examined. All
the churches were duly represented.
There were four instructions, one from
Neerlandia, and one from Coaldale.
The church at Taber and the Providence
church at Edmonton sought advice on

discipline matters. Classis was then
constituted.

The following officers were ap-
pointed: Rev. R. Aasman, chairman;
Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar, vice-chairman; Rev.
W.B. Slomp, clerk.

The chairman thanked the church at
Coaldale for the preparations made for
hosting this meeting. He welcomed the
students from the Coaldale Christian
School. The following memorabilia was
noted: the call and decline of Rev. T.
Lodder to Bunbury, Australia; the ex-
tended calls by the church at Neerlan-
dia to the Rev. D. Agema and Rev. P.
Feenstra which were both declined;
the twenty-fifth anniversary in the min-
istry of Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar; the difficult
circumstances in the church at Coal-
dale; the health of Rev. J. Van Popta;
well-wishes to Coaldale church and
Rev. Van Popta. He addressed the stu-
dent guests as to how classis functions. 

Adoption of the Agenda. After a few
additions, the agenda was adopted.
Due to the audience in attendance,
classis decided to deal with a request
for the institution of a new church in St.
Albert. After a brief discussion Classis in
gratitude gave approval to the request
for the institution of a church in St. Al-
bert. The Rev. R. Aasman was appointed
and will become counsellor when this
church is instituted.

Reports from Committees. Classis
dealt with the following reports:

Classis Treasurer Report. This re-
port was received. It was noted that the
bank balance was missing as well as a
fair mileage rate. The report was ap-
proved with thankfulness. 

Church for Inspection of Books of
the Treasurer. The Providence Church
reported that the books were found to
be in good order.

Church for Inspection of Classis
Archives. The Immanuel Church at Ed-
monton reports that it did not make the
required inspection.

Contact with Provincial Govern-
ment. The Rev. E. Tiggelaar reported
that he could serve the churches in
Alberta by requesting temporary au-
thority on the part of out of province
ministers to solemnize marriages in the
province. He also reported that he
could submit an annual list of ministers
to the government. 

Classis received a letter from the
contact person with the OPC of the
Dakotas, the Rev. R. Aasman recom-
mending that we concur with the de-
cision of the OPC of the Dakotas to
recognize Classis Manitoba as the
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contact Classis and in the future to re-
ceive reports of ongoing activity in the
OPC of the Dakotas from Classis Mani-
toba. Classis concurred with this deci-
sion. In the discussion it was noted that
the URC should be invited to the next
meeting of Classis. The Providence
Church was asked to report on the sta-
tus of the Free Church of Scotland and
to report to the next classis. 

The church at Neerlandia ques-
tioned the accuracy of the Regulations
of Classis as recorded in the Acts of Clas-
sis Alberta, October 8, 2002. Classis
deemed the Regulations accurate. Clas-
sis adopted some changes suggested at
the Classis meeting held in Barrhead as
this was not done previously. 

The church at Taber requested that
pulpit supply be given to vacant
churches once every four weeks instead
of every three weeks. This was not
granted. Classis decided that ministers
not able to participate in a given rota-
tion should inform the vacant church

about their inability to come. Classis de-
cided to grant both the new church to
be instituted at St. Albert and the church
at Neerlandia pulpit supply every three
weeks. 

Classis met in closed session. Church
Visitors reports: reports were read of vis-
its made to the churches at Taber, Coal-
dale, Barrhead and Neerlandia. 

Correspondence: Classis dealt with
several appeals from members of the
Coaldale church in closed session.

Question Period according to Arti-
cle 44 of the Church Order was held.
All the delegates on behalf of the
churches gave positive answers to the
first two questions asked by the chair-
man. Several churches in Classis re-
quested and received concurring advice
regarding matters of discipline.

Appointments:
Church for the next Classis: the Im-

manuel Church in Edmonton is appointed.
Suggested executive officers for the

next classis: Rev. R. Eikelboom, chair-

man; Rev. R. Aasman, vice-chairman;
Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar, clerk.

Date: June 24, 2003
Alternate date: October 21, 2003
Rev. R. Aasman is appointed to rep-

resent Classis at the institution of the
church in St. Albert.

Rev. R. Eikelboom is appointed to
make up a preaching schedule for the
vacant churches.

Personal Question Period is made
use of by several brothers. Brotherly
Censure (Art 44 CO) was deemed by the
chairman as not necessary. Adoption
of Acts and Press Release. The Acts of
Classis are read and adopted. Press Re-
lease is read and approved.

Closing: the chairman expresses
gratitude for the brotherly harmony. He
previously thanked the ladies for the
work they did. He requested the singing
of Psalm 122:1 and lead in prayer.
Classis was declared closed.

E.J. Tiggelaar, clerk e.t.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:
This is my position as opposed to

Mr. J.A. Roukema in regard to women
voting as published in the 2002 year
end edition of the Clarion.

It is my contention that voting in
the church is very much a matter of
headship and authority. The Christian
Reformed Church for a long time and
maybe still, would count their num-
bers as “so many families.” The fami-
lies are the building blocks of church
and society. Through families the in-
ternal growth of the church is realized.
The heads and future heads of families
should be very much interested in
which direction the church is headed,
and that also means electing the right
persons. By marriage the man be-
comes the head of the woman as
Christ is the head of the church and
God willing that marriage will be
blessed with children. That headship
comes with responsibilities as provid-
ing for and protecting his family and
taking a direct interest in the govern-
ment of the church. According to arti-
cle 3 of the Church Order the elders
and deacons shall give opportunity to
the congregation to give names to be

considered for elder or deacon. The
subsequent voting for elders or dea-
cons is not a matter of advice given to
the council. How could it be? The el-
ders and deacons vote with the con-
gregation! They don’t give advice to
themselves. The elders and deacons
are bound to honour the results of the
election. If after two weeks of appro-
bation before the congregation, one or
more are found to be subject to disci-
pline, then the office bearers as ser-
vants of the Lord cannot proceed but
must take action. But if the approba-
tion does not present problems, then
the council can proceed with the ap-
pointment and subsequent installation
and ordination of the brethren to their
respective offices.

Mr. J.A. Roukema asserts that
church members reject woman voting
because it will lead to woman in of-
fice, and reject it out of fear. I do not
deny there is a certain amount of truth
in that, but I have stated my reasons
based on Scripture, and also I do look
to other churches for trends. Most
Christian Reformed Churches had
women voting for something like thirty
to forty years. But they lost sight of

headship and the authority that comes
with it (1 Tim 1:12) and many now
have women in office. Should that
not tell us something?

Synod Neerlandia instructed the
delegates to Synod Zuidhorn to inves-
tigate the new marriage form. Rev.
Huijgen wrote in the year end edition
of Clarion, “Your deputies presented
us with the practical issues of living in
a secularized society which led up to
the formation of the new marriage
form. We urge you to consider that the
pressures of the world can only be
addressed by obedience to Scripture.”

I know that the world regards
headship of the husband and the
woman being subject to her husband
as archaic and outdated. If that kind
of thinking has made its inroads into
the new marriage form, then that does
not bode well for the church in Hol-
land. And since I believe that headship
and the authority that flows from it has
everything to do with the voting in
the church, is it then too farfetched to
think that in a future discussion about
woman in office this marriage form
will have its impact?

R. Bosman, Orangeville, Ontario


