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Covenant Education .

Brothers and sisters, boys and
girls, friends and guests:

First of all, | express my thanks
for being invited by the school board
to speak to you tonight at the official
opening of The Covenant Christian
School.

The name “The Covenant . . .
School” occasioned the title of this
address: covenant-education. We will
see that the name ‘‘Christian” has
everything to do with such education.
To understand our topic, let us pay
attention to the covenant concept.

I. CONCEPT OF THE COVENANT

In the past century many theolo-
gians recognized the covenant as a
central, unifying theme of the Scrip-
tures.

Simply put, the covenant resem-
bles a marriage bond. Two people
pledge loyalty to live with each other
in love. By recognizing and practising
mutual rights and obligations, husband
and wife express their intimate
thoughts and emotions to each other.
Likewise, God and His people give
each other the pledged love and
loyalty.

God takes the initiative. God
comes to man. God lays down the
terms of the covenant. Of course, a
covenant also resembles an agree-
ment, a treaty, or an alliance between
partners. As such it has legal require-
ments. To establish such a covenant,
mutual vows are made. Yet, in God's
covenant, God is sovereign and Lord.
Man as a ‘“‘partner’”’ remains the crea-
ture, a subject. God is Bridegroom,
man is the bride.

To speak of a covenant then
points to a bond of fellowship between
God and His people. As in a marriage,
this fellowship includes privileges and
obligations. Mutual love and loyalty is
its essence.

II. HISTORY OF THE COVENANT

To make this real, let us look at
the history of the covenant. Often God
took His prophet or apostle to a high
mountain to survey the complete
sweep of His great deeds. Let us climb
the mountain, too, to enjoy a com-
manding view of the panorama of
covenant history.
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The covenant started with the
wonderful, close fellowship between
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Based
on this, God established His covenant
with Adam. God gave Adam fantastic
rights and privileges. After creating an
orderly, wonderful paradise, God said
to Adam, “It is all yours. You exercise
dominion over it all. Be a king. Name
the animals. Cultivate the earth.” In
addition, God laid down a prohibition
not to eat of that one tree. But the
most marvelous part of this covenant
occurred when God came down in the
breeze of the day to walk and to talk
with  Adam and Eve. Fellowship.
Sharing one another’s insight, wisdom,
cares, and joys.

Then . . . out of ungrateful greed
and pride Adam and Eve turned traitor.
Listening to the sly deceiver, they
agreed with him. Breaking their friend-
ship with God, they made a covenant
with the devil. Disaster! Total disaster!
They ruined everything in that wonder-
ful covenant.

It takes God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit centuries
on centuries to restore paradise. In
united concert, they prepare and work
until the last chapters of the covenant
book about the new paradise come
true.

From paradise to paradise, God
takes the initiative. He goes out to
seek man in order to save man who is
lost. To do this God disrupts the cove-
nant with the devil and establishes His
covenant with man. God places enmity
between the devil and man. He en-
genders love in man for God.

So God starts anew with Adam
and the faithful, holy line. God cut a
covenant with Noah and the whole
world, preparing the way for the new
and everlasting covenant.

God cut a covenant with one man
and his family and household-with
Abraham. That one man became a na-
tion.

At Sinai God married Himself to
Israel in a covenant of grace and laws.
He initiates the covenant by rescuing
Israel from Egypt. Then He puts His
arms around lIsrael in a covenant. This
covenant includes teachings, rules,

blessings and curses, signs, prohibi-
tions and obligations, promises and
vows of loyalty from both parties. But
again, God dictates the arrangements
of the covenant.

This covenant paves the way for
the new covenant. When our Lord
Jesus Christ shed His blood, giving His
life, He established and ratified the
new covenant. “This cup is the new
covenant in My blood.” All the holy
days, holy places, holy orders, holy
sacrifices, and so on, of the covenant
at Mt. Sinai become fulfilled. Then
that wonderful fellowship of covenant
springs to blossoming fulness when
God the Spirit comes down to dwell
with, and in, the new covenant people.
In this new covenant the old one
reaches its climax and fulfillment. God
promised Abraham that in him and in
his seed, Jesus Christ, all nations
would be blessed. And now all nations
hear the good news of the covenant
signed with blood. The double
promise of forgiveness of sins and
everlasting life reaches all races and
languages.

This in turn leads to the new cov-
enant in the new paradise. Revelation
21 and 22 describe that paradise in
brilliant glory, in unbelievable richness,
and in terms of overflowing life. But
again the most marvelous of all is the
fellowship of God and the Lamb with
God’s people, the bride adorned for
her husband. God tabernacles amongst
men. They are His people. They see
God and the Lamb. Basking in His
glorious presence, they serve and
work in the bustling city of God.
Heaven and earth are one. God and
man walk in close fellowship again.
The covenant is fully realized!

Il. CRUCIAL ISSUE IN THE
COVENANT

At the heart of the covenant lies
the bond between God and man. “I
am the LORD your God.” You are My
own possession, My special and
chosen people. You shall be to Me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
Yes, you are My people, | am your
God. You belong to Me. The almighty
Creator and faithful Father announces

Continued on page 75.



REFLECTIONS ON

“I Pledge You My Troth’.

Reflections on / Pledge You My Troth (by
James H. Olthuis, Harper and Row, 1975).

The following, as the title indi-
cates, is not meant as a regular review
of the book of the professor of ethics
at the Institute for Christian Studies at
Toronto. It would be way too long for
that and be presented at an inexcus-
ably late date. The late date, however,
at which this article is written, has pro-
vided time to read and re-read the
book, to consider it somewhat closer,
to reflect on it, talk about it, and form
an opinion on it.

The book, as mentioned in the
Preface, is a crystalization of the writ-
ing of speeches and of discussions at
Summer Conferences, sponsored by
the Association for the Advancement
of Christian Scholarship.

The subtitle of the publication is:
“A Christian View of Marriage, Family,
Friendship.” A book, dealing with
these topics, deserves sympathetic-
critical reading and reflection; sym-
pathetic, because | fully agree with Dr.
Olthuis that the only thing which can
stop a further deterioration and break-
down of marriage and family life, and
which can restore the rightful place of
friendship in our society, is a return to
the scriptural norm for these relation-
ships; critical, because. what is pre-
sented as a “‘Christian View"" should
be examined in agreement with the
apostolic injunction: “Do not despise
prophesying, but test everything; hold

COVENANT EDUCATION (continued)
that He embraces you with His care,
grace, teachings, presence, and love.
Fantastic!
For the covenant people the
crucial matter of utmost importance is:
Hear, O Israell The LORD is our God, the
LORD alone. And you shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might
(Deuteronomy 6:4, 5).
In the totality of life, and with the
totality of your being, love the LORD.
W. HUIZINGA

* An address delivered at the official open-
ing of the Covenant Christian School of the
Canadian Reformed School Society of Lon-
don and District on November 19, 1976.

fast what is good” (I Thessalonians
5:20, 21).

Since you as reader should be
able to check and test me in my test-
ing of the book of Dr. Olthuis; | will not
just write about Dr. Olthuis’ views, but
summarize these views on the main
points as they are presented in the
book. Reflection on and evaluation of
them follows at each turn, whereby |
will try not to skip any of the argu-
ments advanced by the author.

UNITY AND BI-UNITY

Dr. Olthuis begins his book with
an introductory chapter on “Mankind:
Male and Female,” followed by one on
“Marriage.” The unity of mankind,
men and women, determined by the
creation of man and by the one calling
“to fear God and to keep His com-
mandments’’ (Ecclesiastes 12:13), is
the book’s point of departure. Since
the image of God wherein man has
been created, was distorted by the fall,
restoration of it is necessary and is
realized in the fellowship with Jesus
Christ (pp. 3, 4).

This unity of mankind is actually a
bi-unity, i.e. man is a “twofold being,”
according to what is written in Genesis
5:1, 2: “When God created man, He
made him in the likeness of God. Male
and female He created them.”

Man and woman, the creation
record tells, belong together (p. 4).
That is also the meaning of the well-
known passage which relates that God
took one of man’s ribs and made it in-
to a woman (Genesis 2:21, 22). This
passage, Olthuis interprets, ‘“‘simply
and beautifully declares that man and
woman together constitute humanity’’
(p. B). The consequence is, in Olthuis’
view, that man and woman were cre-
ated as equal partners. Man’s wedding
song “this at last is bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2:23)
speaks of this equality and the partner-
ship of man and woman included in it.

The fall also ruined this equal
partnership.

Sin distorted the relation between man
and woman from a helping-and-needing-
each-other-biunity to a denying-and-
hindering-each-other-disunity’’ (p. 9).
Man and woman bring the curses of
Genesis 3:16, 17 over themselves.

These curses should not be treated as
if they were injunctions.
The domination of man and the subor-
dinations of woman is a distortion of the
original intention of the creator’ (p. 10).
Thus, the words of curse are not norms
to guide our male-female relations”
(pp. 10, 11).
Normative is the creation order of
equal partnership as confirmed by Ga-
lations 3:28 where the apostle declares
that “in Christ,”” whom the believers
have put on in their baptism, there is
“neither male nor female,” just as
there is ‘“‘neither Jew nor Greek,”
“neither slave nor free,”” because all
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are one in Christ Jesus. It is the church
fathers’ fault not to have understood
the restoration of this coequality and
copartnership in Christ. This fault is
maintained up till the present day in
“the Church’s unwillingness to shake
off the archaic and mistaken notion of
the inferiority and subordination of
women”’ (p. 15).

WHAT ABOUT IT?

Let me stop here a moment for
some reflections.

| agree with Olthuis that the
curses which God spoke on account of
the fall and the disobedience of man
and woman should not be read and
understood as if they were ‘‘norms”
for man’s conduct. That's the reason
why for a long time | have had some
trouble with the form for the solemni-
zation of marriages on this particular
point. After the well-known words of
Genesis 3:16 “‘your desire shall be to
your husband and he shall rule over
you'’ have been quoted, the form con-
tinues: “You shall not resist this or-
dinance of God.” By calling that which
is a curse in Genesis 3 an ordinance,
and by not taking into account that
this curse was lifted by the suffering
and obedience of Jesus Christ, the
form slips, as far as | can see. It is,
however, back on the right track when
it continues in the same sentence,

but (you shall) be obedient to the com-

manc  ent of God and follow the ex-

ampi. of godly women who trusted in

God and were subject to their husbands.
I'll come back to this injunction.

First, | want to mention another
point, made by Olthuis, with which |
agree. It concerns his protest against
what he calls “the archaic and mis-
taken notion of the inferiority . . . of
women’’ (see above). The idea that
woman would be “inferior’” to man is,
as | am firmly convinced, unscriptural.
A Bible-believing Christian should not
want to have anything to do with it for
that reason. It surprised me, therefore,
to read in the book that the Church
has been unwilling to shake off this
notion of the inferiority of women. |
have not been able to trace that per-
sistent unwillingness in the history of
the church. Unless ““subordination” is
considered to be the same thing as
“inferiority.”” The placing of the one
word in juxtaposition with the other,
“inferiority and subordination” sug-
gests that this is Olthuis’ view indeed.

This is not the only place where
the two are linked up with each other
by Olthuis.
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Biblical givens, (it is stated on p. 6), show
us the way in today’s situation, forcing
us to reject any suggestion of male su-
periority and female inferiority and the
corresponding male domination and fe-
male subordination as contrary to the
partnership proclaimed in Genesis.

See for similar statements pp. 27, 39,
135ff. As a matter of fact “partner-
ship’’ in contrast to “subordination” is,
in Olthuis’ view, the key to the solu-
tion of the marriage- and family-break-
down. He writes:
In the study | grew in the conviction that
the Biblical teaching of the co-partner-
ship of man and woman under God must
be recovered if we are to experience the
meaning of liberation . . . (Preface I).
Likewise we read on p. 147, regarding
the exegesis of Genesis 1-3 by Krister
Stendahl, that he is “failing to dis-
tinguish the partnership of creation
from the subordination of the fall.”

| totally disagree with Olthuis on
this point. That whole idea of co-part-
nership based on a complete equality
of man and woman in their bi-unity is
in conflict, if not with the qualification
of woman as “a helper fit for man” —
people may differ on it — then certain-
ly with the way woman was created.
Olthuis may qualify this way of crea-
tion of woman as a declaration “that
man and woman together constitute
humanity” (see above); there is more
to it than that.

That appears from Paul’s refer-
ences to Genesis 2:18ff. Why is it that
he calls woman “the glory of man,”
whereas he speaks of man as “‘the
image and glory of God,” when he
deals with the mutual relationship be-
tween the two, | Corinthians 11:7?
That is so, Paul writes, because “man
was not made from woman, but wom-
an from man,” | Corinthians 11:8. In
other words the way in which woman
was created may not affect her rela-
tionship to God, since she as well as
man was created in the image of God,
Genesis 1:27, but it does have implica-
tion for her relationship to the man to
whom the LORD brought her; the im-
plication, namely, of her subordination
under him, being the glory of man.

The prohibition, issued by Paul to
the sisters in | Corinthians 14:34, to
speak in the Church, in the meaning of
“to teach” in the church service, is
based by the apostle on the ground
that the women “should be subor-
dinate, as even the law says.” What
kind of law is meant by the apostle ap-
pears from | Timothy 2:2, where the
same prohibition is based on the fact

that “Adam was formed first, then
Eve.” | Corinthians 14, in turn, makes
it clear that the order followed in the
creation of man and woman is really
one of place ordained by God since it
speaks of subordination as testified by
the law (verse 34). It is not the only
text to do so. In Ephesians 5:22 (com-
pare Colossians 3:18) Paul addresses
the married sisters with the words:
“Be subject to your husbands, as to
the LORD.” According to | Corinthians
11:3, Paul wants his readers ‘‘to under-
stand that the head of every man is
Christ, the head of a woman is her
husband, and the head of Christ is
God.”

PAUL IN OLTHUIS" INTERPRETATION

Dr. Olthuis knows, of course, the
texts just mentioned just as well as ev-
eryone else; he also deals with them in
an Appendix added to his book. Paul’'s
prohibitions addressed to women
should be explained, Olthuis states,
against the background of the situa-
tion which existed in the Christian
churches. Oppressed for centuries, not
all women who were converted to
Christianity used their new acquired
freedom in Christ in the right way.
Some, probably also under the influ-
ence of Gnosticism which denied all
differences between the sexes, went
totally overboard. Instead of realizing
that they had received freedom in
Christ to serve the LORD alongside
their husbands, they bossed over
them; they budged in on the discus-
sions wherein the prophesies were
tested on their agreement with Scrip-
ture, they removed their veils, wore
their hair short, and conducted them-
selves in that way in an unfeminine
and, as far as those times were con-
cerned, improper and shameful way.

In this light Paul’s admonitions
and exhortations addressed to women
become clear according to Olthuis.
They intend to call the women back
from an unbecoming and an essential-
ly rebellious behaviour, to a conduct in
agreement with her feminine calling of
partnership with the man. The refer-
ences to her creation have nothing to
do with the place under the man
which would have been assigned to
woman. It reminds her that she cannot
exist on her own, but that holds as
well for man, ““for as woman was
made from man, so man is now born
of woman.” The call issued to the sis-
ters to be subordinate consequently

Continued on page 78.



‘‘REGINA DEI GRATIA”’

Because of their full acceptance
of the Holy Scriptures, the Reformed
people have traditionally been strong-
ly anti-revolutionary, and have culti-
vated a deep-rooted respect for and
allegiance towards established gov-
ernments, even when this govern-
ment is embodied in a (constitution-
al) Monarchy.

Does the Lord not say to His
people, “There is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have
been instituted by God” (Romans
13:1). And among the first instruc-
tions which Paul gives to Timothy
we find this remarkable word, “First
of all, then, | urge that supplications,
prayers and thanksgivings be made
for all men, for kings and all who are
placed in high positions, that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life, godly
and respectful in every way”(l Timo-
thy 2:1).

Church and State are two dif-
ferent realms (for the Kingdom of
Christ is not of this world) but the
Church is called to support the gov-
ernment in allegiance and prayer in
all things which are in accordance
with God’s Word. And it is from out
of this Scriptural background that we
wish to congratulate Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il with the twenty-
fifth anniversary of her reign. Such
congratulations may not be forgotten
in a Canadian Reformed Magazine!

| realize that many Canadians of
Dutch descent (like the readers of
Clarion mostly are!) have a historical
bond with the Dutch House of Or-
ange and some of the older brothers
and sisters may have found it diffi-
cult to make the emotional switch
from Juliana to Elizabeth. But citizen-
ship in this country simply includes
allegiance to the Queen of England,
who is also Head of the Common-
wealth of which Canada is an unmis-
takable part, and in the course of
time most of us have come to ap-
preciate Elizabeth /I also as “our”
Queen.

Queen Elizabeth Il is the 42nd
Monarch on the British throne since
William the Conqueror defeated
Harold in the historical battle of Has-
tings. She received the throne on
February 6, 1952 after the sudden
death of her father, King George VI.
The Queen was only 25 years at the
time, and she certainly did not face
an easy task. The effect and impor-
tance of the traditionally strong mon-
archy seemed to be dwindling away

in a rapidly disintegrating empire, de-
flated by post-war developments.
Everywhere throughout the world
revolutionary forces were upsetting
established thrones and many not-
able (even notorious) royal Houses
like the Austrian Hohenzollerns and
the Russian Romanoffs had disap-
peared almost overnight. To use an
expression perhaps too common for
the occasion: the deck seemed stack-
ed against Elizabeth.

Twenty-five years later, we may
conclude that Queen Elizabeth has

done a fine job. She managed to
maintain the dignity of the throne
and develop herself into a central
figure and a binding factor in the
remnants of the former empire. The
Queen’s consistent soberness in both
her family life and government is a
reflection of the oath that she took
before the Privy Council on February
8, 1952, I do solemnly and sincerely
in the presence of God profess, testi-
fy and declare that | am a faithful
Protestant and that | will, according
to the true intent of the enactments
which secure Protestant succession
to the Throne of my realm, uphold
and maintain said enactments to the
best of my powers according to
law.”” In the presence of God, indeed,
that’'s how we like to regard Her
Majesty: Regina Dei Gratia, Queen
by the grace of God.
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The Queen’s power is not mere-
ly symbolic and the institution of the
Monarchy is more than just a relic of
faded glory. The Queen has the legal
right and authority to disapprove of
certain legislation and hinder its
operation. Even if the Queen makes
much less use of this sovereign right
than we would sometimes like to
see, she does in this way keep her
finger on the pulse of Parliament.
And for most Britons it is a reassur-
ance, as the London Times once ex-
pressed, that the “central institution
of the monarchy is sound.” Amidst
all the uncertainties and change, the
Queen remains composed, calm,
with true royal poise. Here lies her
major contribution to our turbulent
times.

Canada has in the past not un-
dividely acclaimed Her Royal Majes-
ty. Revolutionary powers are also in
this country, and in these days of
French secessionism we are sadly re-
minded of the disgraceful reception
which the Queen suffered in Quebec.
For this reason we are grateful that
the Canadian government and peo-
ple will partake in the festivities com-
memorating this silver jubilee. A
series of beautifully coloured stamps
has been printed for the occasion,
and these could prove valuable in
time.

We sincerely hope that the Ca-
nadian people will enthusiastically
greet the Queen when she honours
us with a visit. Not because we glori-
fy persons or royalty as such, but be-
cause we are bound by the Lord’s
decree to love and honour those set
above us by God’s hand. And we
have reason for joy and gratitude,
because under this earthly Queen we
are able to serve our Heavenly King
in all freedom.

Let us continue to pray for our
Queen, who in principle also heads
our government, so that under her
continuing reign our life may indeed
be quiet and peaceable, even godly
and respectful. And in praying let us
thank the King of kings for the many
blessings He has given us in a Queen
who professes to stand “in the pres-
ence of God.”

God save our gracious Queen.

Cid.

77



| PLEDGE YOU MY TROTH — (Cont.)

does not mean to be subordinate to
man but to be obedient to their calling
as women, and if they were married,
to their calling as wives, who are
bound by the commitment to their
husbands. Any idea as if these texts
would refer to a distinction in place
and station in the church or in mar-
riage, should be given up.

It is not different with the head-
ship of the husband of which | Cor-
inthians 11:3 speaks.

If we conclude from this passage, (Olt-
huis writes), that man is by nature superi-
or to woman, we must likewise conclude
that Christ is subordinate by nature to
God. The Church has denied the second
conclusion; it is time she emphatically re-
jects the first (p. 137).
Headship indicates prominence. To be
the head means that the husband ““has
the responsibility and authority to call
the marriage — his wife as well as
himself — to obey the norm of troth”
(p. 27). It is the same, Olthuis feels,
with the call issued to women to keep
silent in the churches (I Corinthians
14:34; cf. | Timothy 2:11). This call is
considered by many as a universal
norm, valid everywhere and at all
times. This is, however, not done by
these same people with the call of
Paul to wear the veil.
To select one call as relevant for today
but not the other, is simply arbitrary
(p. 141).
Actually, the call to be silent, as all the
others, has to do with the office of
women, not to domineer over, but to
be a fellow worker with man. And if
they do not want that, they should,
even though they are entitled to pray
and to prophesy in congregational
meetings, according to | Corinthians
11:5, keep quiet until their attitude has
changed (p. 140).

REPLY

It might be a good thing to make
another stop here for some critical re-
flection. First a word about the alleged
inconsistency of the Church which
would deny that Christ is by nature
subordinate to God, but maintain that
man is by nature superior to woman.
No more than | accept the word “in-
ferior’” for woman, do | accept the
word ‘‘superior’” for man. It is not a
matter of superiority or inferiority, but
as Ridderbos rightly observes, in his
Paul (p. 307), of “priority.”” This prior-
ity holds as well for God in His relation
to Christ, in His quality of Servant of
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the LORD, as it holds for man in his re-
lation to woman. The Church con-
fesses both.
And as to the relevance of the
call to be silent in contrast to the al-
leged irrelevancy of the call to wear a
veil, and to wear the hair long, | deny
that the Church metes with two meas-
ures in this respect. The Church may
no longer demand the wearing of a
veil, because that is a thing of the
past. Just as the ox and the ass of the
fourth commandment are work and
transportation animals of the past, that
which was symbolized by the veil, the
subordinate place, namely, which the
LORD had assigned to woman in His
creation, is fully recognized and finds
expression not only in the silence
which the women keep in the chur-
ches by abstaining from the teaching
office, but in the whole conduct of the
sisters in the midst of the congrega-
tion.
For the rest, Olthuis is certainly
right when he derives from | Corinthi-
ans 11, 14, and | Timothy 2 that the
women abused their freedom in Christ,
but that does not entitle him to water
down Paul’s admonitions to the sisters
to a call for a conduct in agreement
with their feminine calling of partner-
ship with the man. Such an interpreta-
tion is in conflict with the simple and
clear meaning of the word ‘“‘subor-
dinate’”” and with the equally simple
and clear meaning of ‘“headship.”
Moreover, such an interpretation is not
required by Galatians 3:28 either. Let
me quote Ridderbos on this passage:
For in Christ, (he writes), the husband
does not have an advantage over the
wife (Galatians 3:28). The distinction that
exists between them by virtue of creation
is not abolished, anymore than that be-
tween Jews and Greeks; to be in Christ
does not therefore mean natural equality.
But all, both male and female, are one in
Christ. That is to say, they together con-
stitute one body (cf. | Corinthians 12:13).
And this must govern natural relation-
ships as well, so that in marriage it is not
one’s own concern or asserting one’s
own superiority, but love in Christ that
must determine the relationship (Paul/,
p. 307).

Or, as Ridderbos writes with respect to

the place of women in the Church,
on the one hand the woman shares fully
in the salvation given in Christ, and there
is complete equality between men and
women in that respect, just as between
Jew and Greek, master and slave, etc.
(Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:11; cf. | Cor-
inthians 11:11, 12); on the other hand fel-
lowship with Christ does not remove the

natural distinction between man and

woman, and man’s position of leadership

with regard to woman (Paul/, p. 460).
And as to the bi-unity of man, which
would imply equality and partnership
of man and woman, Olthuis may posit
this bi-unity and speak of man as “a
twofold being,” (p. 4), but Scripture,
as far as | can see, does not do so.
What is that anyway: a twofold being?
The Bible tells us that God, after He
had made the animals, made man, i.e.
a new kind of creature. When it next
reads: “Male and female he created
them” (Genesis 1:27; 5:2), the mean-
ing is that this new kind of creature,
this genus man, consisted of two sorts
of members: man and woman. How
closely these two kinds of members of
the human race are related appears
from the creation of woman out of
man. However, this creation also tells
that the relation between man and
woman is not one of equal partner-
ship, but of leadership of the man and
of subordination of the woman. Is that
strange, ununderstandable, unfair? Not
at all. Just the opposite! That is in per-
fect agreement with the plan of God
for woman, namely, to be a helper fit
for man. How could she ever be a real
helper unless in union with and in sub-
ordination to man?

Now just before Paul admonishes
the wives to be subject to their hus-
bands in Ephesians 5:22, the apostle
exhorts the whole congregation: hus-
bands-wives, fathers-mothers-chil-
dren, masters-slaves, to be subject to
one another in the fear of Christ (p.21).
It is clear, as is indicated by the refer-
ence to Christ, the servant of the
LORD, that this call to submission, to
put it in the words of Olthuis, is ““the
calling to serve each other in order to
fulfill God’s demands” (p. 144). Does
that mean, however, that the admoni-
tion to the sisters to be subject to their
husbands tells them to be good wives
for their husbands in equal partnership
with them as Olthuis suggests? It
would, indeed, if the LORD had given
woman the place of equal partner. But
He did not. He gave her the place of
helper under her husband, according
to the history of creation. To be sub-
ject to her husband means, therefore,
for the wife to accept the leadership of
her husband and to be his helper. And
as to the husband, the general calling
of verse 21 to be subject to one an-
other means for him, in its application
to marriage, as Paul states in verse 25,
to love his wife. L. SELLES



News items are published with a view
to their importance for the Reformed
Churches. Selection of an item does
not necessarily imply agreement with
its contents.

ANNIVERSARY UCCI

Tel Aviv, Israel. The United Chris-
tian Council in Israel (UCCI), com-
prised of 20 churches and organiza-
tions, this year celebrates its twentieth
anniversary. The Council was set up to
form an association through which the
members could regularly meet for
mutual advice and cooperation in vari-
ous projects relating to the “Holy
Land.” Most of the participating chur-
ches are non-indigent churches which
work in Israel. Some of these organiza-
tions were active in Palestine already
in the previous century. Each group
works independently (in mission and
medical work especially) and the UCCI
only functions as an avenue for con-
tact and mutual aid. However, during a

Pope Paul: “indulgences . . .”

recent commemorative congress, the
UCCI decided to organize a permanent
committee (in which both Jewish and
Arab believers would partake) to in-
crease ‘'mutual respect and under-
standing’’ in Israel.

INDULGENCES STILL IN FORCE!

Utrecht, The Netherlands. In a
rather remarkable article in the maga-
zine of the Confessional Society of the
Dutch Reformed Church, Prof. Dr. G.P.
van ltterson has asked due attention
for the fact that despite all “ecumenic-
al sounds”” the Roman Catholic Church
has fully maintained the infamous
practice of the indulgence up to date.
The indulgence is a means to buy off
penance in this life and in Purgatory
and to receive remission of sins by a
pre-paid act of the Church. Prof. van
Itterson points out that on Christmas
Day the Papal speech and blessing
(“urbi et orbi,” for the City and the
world) is combined with an indulgence
(forgiveness of sins) for all who listen.
The New Catechism of the Roman
Catholic Church carefully but positive-
ly maintains this practice of indul-
gence. During the Second Vatican
Counci’ the Pope decided, despite
much criticism, to maintain the indul-
gence.

NO FEMALE PRIEST

Vatican City. In a declaration to
the Bishops, the Committee on Doc-
trine of the Vatican has officially de-
clared that the office of the priesthood
is reserved only for men. No statement
was made, however, about the office
of the deacon(ness). The bishops were
called upon to convey and explain this
viewpoint to the believers in their re-
spective dioceses. This doctrinal state-
ment is remarkable in view of the fact
that the Anglican Church has opened
the priesthood for women, a move
which the Pope termed ““a new ob-
stacle on the path to unity.” The Vati-
can tradition is based both on tradition
and Scriptural arguments, especially
the notion that Christ was a male and
the disciples also. The decision doesn’t
mean, however, that the man would
be “higher’’ than the woman, but only
that there is a “factual difference in
function and service."”

ANGOLESE CHRISTIANS
REPRESSED?

Luanda, Angola. According to
Jonas Savimbi, the leader of the West-
ern-oriented Angolese Liberation Front
Unita, the Christians in Angola are be-
ing repressed by the present (commu-

Prof. Dr. L. Doekes
“Speaker on evangelism.”

nist) government. This statement is
made in an interview with the Austrian
newspaper “‘Kleine Zeitung.” Savimbi
accuses the World Council of Chur-
ches of a one-sided support of the
Marxist MPLA. The Austrian news-
paper claims that 90% of the Angolan
population is “Christian.”’

MEXICAN WOMEN AGAINST
ABORTION

Cuernavaca, Mexico. The Mex-
ican National Urban Society of Wom-
en has sent telegrams to both Pope
Paul and the lItalian Parliament in
which it strongly condemns abortion.
The telegram congratulated the Pope
for making the statement, “If you
want peace, you must defend life.”
The telegram told the Parliament that
legalization of abortion would lead to
“irresponsible murderings.” The lItalian
Parliament, however, did legalize abor-
tion.

CHILD EVANGELISM

Amersfoort, The Netherlands. A
while ago a steering-committee was
set up by members of the Reformed
Liberated Churches in The Netherlands
with the goal of “coordinating and
stimulating”’ child-evangelism. The
committee is the result of a meeting
held last year in which more than nine-
ty evangelism workers, who were ac-
tive with children, (e.g. at Vacation
Bible School, etc.) participated. The
committee intends to form a definite
board and to attend to principle and
practical matters concerned with evan-
gelism directed towards children (and
their parents). Meanwhile, Prof. Dr. L.
Doekes will speak for the youth or-
ganization “Evangelism and Recrea-
tion” on the important topic “‘Evangel-
ism and Election.” Cl. STAM
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:
LOVE IN ACTION

In The Banner of January 28,
1977, page 23, a question about the
World Day of Prayer is asked and an-
swered. This year, that Day of Prayer
will be on March 4th. In a pamphlet
that | received about this day it says
on page 1:

Christian women of the German Demo-
cratic Republic who have prepared the
World Day of Prayer for 1977 on the
theme, LOVE IN ACTION, send warm
greetings to all who belong to the family
of God around the world who are uniting
on this day.

The question from ““a man in Ontario,”
as it appeared in The Banner, was:

Is it true that this day of prayer is spon-
sored by the World Council of Churches
or by the National Council? And do we as
a denomination have anything to do with
it?
The first question was answered as
follows:

The day is promoted and sponsored by
Church Women United, which is an af-
filiate of the National Council of Chur-
ches of Christ in America. Its goal is to
unite all Christians on that day in the
bond of prayer and take up an offering
for some worthy cause.

The idea goes back to 1887.

That year, Mrs. Darwin James, appalled
at the tragic plight of immigrants to
America, overworked, underpaid, and in
general exploited in this new land, sug-
gested that Presbyterian women (she be-
longed to that denomination) come to-
gether to pray for these deprived folk
and take up an offering for them. The
idea proved to be contagious and soon
other denominations joined in the ven-
ture. The movement received a great
boost when two women, Helen Barrett
Montgomery and Lucy Waterbury Pea-
body made a world tour. They went off
the beaten track of the tourists and the
poverty, crime, vice and slum conditions
that they saw made an indelible impres-
sion on their souls. They also contacted
Indian and Chinese Christian women
who met regularly in order to pray to
God to alleviate these evils. Thus the
idea of a world-wide day of prayer was
born.

Compassion with those in need and
misery is good. As children of God we
should all have that compassion and

80

view

show it in deeds of help and support.
For our heavenly Father makes it rain
and makes the sun shine on the right-
eous and on the unrighteous alike,
(Matthew 5:45). However, can we join
in this World Day of Prayer? That was
the second question: Do we as a de-
nomination - (Christian Reformed
Church, that is) have anything to do
with it?

In the answer to this question it is
first mentioned that the Christian Re-
formed Church has a regular day of
prayer each year in the springtime.
Then the Lord’s blessing is asked for
the coming growing season. The an-
swer then continues:

But, since the World Day of Prayer usual-
ly falls on a day in late winter or early
spring, this might be one point where we
could synchronize our day of prayer.
Why not join with Christians all over the
world on that day in prayer and interces-
sion? And why not use that day also to
express our concern as Christian Reform-
ed Christians for the needs of men
throughout the world? Why not a de-
nomination-wide offering on that day for
the causes handled by the Christian Re-
formed Church World Relief Committee?

So, in fact the question, ‘“Have we
anything to do with it?”" is answered in
the affirmative insofar that it is recom-
mended to join. But can we join? | give
a shortened rendering of the above
mentioned pamphlet. It is sort of a
program which is meant to serve as
guide for the prayer meeting. It is pro-
duced by the Women'’s Inter-Church
Council of Canada. We read:

Opening Hymn:

CALL TO PRAYER:

Voice 1: Love in Action — under this
theme Christian women from
the German Democratic Re-
public call for meditation and
for prayer.

Voice 2: Since God, out of love for this
world, never ceased to hope,
we can affirm:

ALL: Love gives hope!

Voice 2: Since Jesus Christ, out of love
for this world, gave his life, we
can affirm:

ALL: Love risks life!

Voice 2: Since the Holy Spirit incites us
to love, we can affirm:

ALL: Love becomes action!

. LOVE GIVES HOPE

Voice 1: “How great is the love that the
Father has shown to us! We
were called God’s children, and
such we are . ..” (I John 3:1).

Voice 2: It is God who grants every per-
son a unique value. He entrusts
this value to us — to guard it
carefully and to develop it in
every way.

Voice 3: God has hope for us. God gives
hope to us. Therefore, we have
hope for one another, for we all
belong to God.

Voice 1: God believes we are capable of
keeping his commandments:

And then the last six commandments
of God'’s law follow. (Why not also the
first four?) After this, Psalm 119:127-
131 is quoted in which we read about
the love for the wonderful command-
ments of the Lord. Then the summary
of God's law is quoted as given by
Christ: ““Love the Lord your God with
all your heart . . . . Love your neigh-
bour as yourself,” with another quota-
tion from Psalm 119. What then fol-
lows in the form of a hymn is this:

Voice 1: What do we Christians make of
God's hope for us?

ALL: We are exploitingiit. ...
When we are not willing to
give, but only to receive;
When we do not unite, but
seperate;

When we do not respect,
but neglect one another.

Voice 1: What do we Christians make of
God's hope for us?

ALL:  We are exploitingiit. ...

When we should hope, but
are discouraged;

When we should rejoice,
but are sad.
After this, a sort of confession of our
human indifference is made, and we
are assured that there is forgiveness
with God and that God’'s hope is
stronger than our fears.

The second part, ‘‘Love Risks
Life,”” says that Christ ““gave up his
divinity and came into our frailty,”
showing us His love in that way. With
reference to Christ’'s washing the feet
of thedisciples, it is shown that Christ’s
doing is an example for us. And the
pamphlet continues:

Voice 1: We who believe that Christ has
taken our frailty are impelled by
his love to accept the frail ones.

Voice 2: From the handicaps of others,
we discover our own handi-
caps:

Voice 3: The addicted make us see our
own bonds.

Deserted children, lonely youth,
neglected old people are a re-



buke to our self-centeredness.
The blind reveal the weakness
of our perception.

The mentally limited remind us
that we do not use our intelli-
gence fully.

ALL: All of these call into question
our concepts of a full and
complete life.

Accordingly the “ALL" later in the pro-
gram have to sing:

Christ opens our eyes to those whose

distress we do not see because they

are too close to us.
In the last part, ‘‘Love Becomes Ac-
tion,’’ it first is said that ““Jesus Christ
expresses his love in action,”” and that
He “calls his followers to act in love,”
after which the “ALL"" have to sing:

God’s spirit gives us strength to act in

love and live in fellowship.

After this there is a repeated call for
prayer for different people in several
serving professions, like in hospitals,
for parents and children, for those who
work in production and science, in
politics and economics, briefly, for all
people.

Praying for all (kinds of) people is
according to the Word of God (I Tim-
othy 2:1, 2). And to show one’s “love
in action” is a demand of the gospel.
However, expressions like “God . . .
never ceased to hope,” and “God be-
lieves we are capable of keeping his
commandments,” show but human-
ism. And so does what we read about
Christ Jesus and our discipleship, fol-
lowing Him. Our Heidelberg Catechism
asks: ““From where do you know your
misery?”’ The answer reads: “Out of
the law of God.” Here the misery is
known from the needs of men. Any
reference to the atoning death of our
Lord is missing. It is all: we as good
men must be good by following the
example of the love of Christ. Here we
have the error of Pelagius, of the Re-
monstrants, of liberalism. Here and
there the terms are the same, but the
contents differ. Hope is hope for this
life, for a better world here. It is not
the hope of which the Bible speaks.
The decisions of the Synod of Dort in
1618/1619, the Secession in The Neth-
erlands in 1834, and the “‘Doleantie” in
1886, as well as, for example, the es-
tablishing of the Orthodox Presbyteri-
an Church in America in 1936, were a
necessary protest against and sepera-
tion from this “‘Christian” liberalism
and humanism.

Therefore | would answer the sec-
ond question of the ““man in Ontario”
in a totally different way than is done

in The Banner. | would say: “Do not
join. What does a Reformed Church
that wants to continue in the way of,
for example, the Secession, have to do
with humanism, even when it comes
in a Christian garment? We may not
join what according to the Word of

God does not belong together. But let
us, in the meantime, not cease to pray
for this world in its needs, of which
the need for redemption from human-
ism is not the least; and let us help
where we can and may.”

J. GEERTSEMA

school

“WHITE OUTS” INSTEAD OF
NORTHERN LIGHTS

In the last School Crossing | more
or less promised to inform you how
brightly the lights are burning in other
congregations. Well, to start with one
of the larger schools, SMITHVILLE's
John Calvin School has seen no lights
at all for several days. The worst snow-
storm they can remember (the news-
papers say the worst one in history),
left several children stranded at other
people’s homes in various areas. The
storm was predicted but hit so hard
and furiously when it did that it caught
everyorz by surprise. When we say
this we believe, of course, that it is the
LORD Who gives snow like wool and
casts forth His ice like morsels (Psalm
147). School was closed for more than
a week and even at the moment of
this writing, the children are at home.
Several Guido de Breés students had to
find shelter with families in Hamilton
instead of going home to Lincoln,
Smithville, or Dunnville. Some of them
did not mind too much. Apparently
they had a great time staying with
friends. Some of them even found an
excuse not to learn their catechism
simply because they were not at
home!

We are thankful that the children
and teachers were spared. Let us also
not forget the bus drivers, of whom so
much was asked in driving dozens of
students in blizzards that caused com-
plete “white-outs.” Perhaps we should
remember those who drive our chil-
dren every day a little more often in
our prayers, too!

Smithville’s Board met on the
average once every month in the past
year. Various committees they have
appointed do quite some preparatory
work and so save the Board consider-
able time. The committees come with
well-founded proposals which do not
need much discussion at the Board
meetings. That is the way to do it. In
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the past year they again had one
teacher for every grade, and now have
an additional remedial teacher. After
the teacher they “loaned’’ to Chatham
has returned, all will be normal again.
Children who have their birthday be-
fore March 1st are allowed to enter
school in September of the previous
year. It would be interesting to find
out what policy is followed in our
schools across Canada. Perhaps the
School Bulletin editors could give
some information on this point some-
times? They now have an enrolment
of 240 students. This includes the chil-
dren from the Lincoln congregation.
They have 92 tuition paying members
and 48 donor members. Without the
donor members, the tuition would be
much higher.

One student started exploring the
attic of his home and discovered a
copy of The Canada Spelling Book of
more than 100 years ago. It was sur-
prising to find in this book several ap-
plications of Biblical principles. It men-
tions that the students must keep the
Sabbath Day holy! It also adds that the
student remembers that in God’'s
house it is wrong to stare around him,
etc. We do not have to agree with ev-
erything in this old school book, but it
shows that religion was not altogether
out in the public schools. | like to
quote one more rule: ““The Christian
should always regulate his conduct by
the Word of God.” Indeed! We could
use more emphasis on this rule even
today!

“TIMOTHY"

Even in our days there are people
who in all reality deny the tie between
the Church and the School. In Hamil-
ton’s “Church and Child” | read a quo-
tation of Rev. Dr. Judson Levey who,
on behalf of the Canadian Council of
Churches, addressed the Second Ca-
nadian Conference on Education in
Montreal, 1962. | quote: “We see the
Church and the School as belonging
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together in a divinely planned partner-
ship which is not to be put asunder.”
Well, that is quite a statement! Does
that not put many among usto shame?
He said further: “Thus do Church and
School stand side by side in what is
not merely a tolerated but a necessary
relationship.” We agree wholehearted-
ly with this statement. Dr. Arntzen on
his trip in Canada and the U.S.A. has
also pointed out to our own people
and the “concerned” of the Christian
Reformed Church that there is a close
relationship. When a Church is no
longer Reformed, we cannot expect
the teachers, who belong to such
churches and who are influenced from
the pulpit, to be Reformed in their
teaching. History has shown that.

Hamilton used Dr. Levey’s state-
ment in their presentation to the On-
tario Government protesting the pro-
posed property tax reform. They had
an opportunity to appear before the
“Blair Commission,” together with
their students and also the Grade 12
students of Guido de Brés. Premier
Davis has already reacted in some
way. He said: . . . we do not propose
to change our position that these
schools (the Roman Catholic high
schools and the Christian schools,
MW) make a worthwhile contribution
to the educational mosaic of Ontario
and as a Government it is not our in-
tention to jeopardize that contribution
in any way.” These words are en-
couraging, but the battle for justice is
not won by a few personal remarks.
Let us keep praying to the LORD Who
has the king’s heart in His hand as
rivers of water. He turns their heart
where He wills (Proverbs 21:1).

Hamilton also points to the ex-
ample of three other Canadian prov-
inces where some form of assistance
is given. What happens when the pro-
posed Property Tax Reform is accept-
ed? We would then pay for our own
schools (but we should not mind that)
plus paying for the public schools via
our personal property taxes. On top of
that we would be taxed on our own
school property. This tax, again, would
be used to fund public education! That
is injustice! Hamilton proposes to the
Government to declare their property
tax exempt or to guarantee by law that
these taxes will be refunded.

REPORT CARDS

“Timothy’s” principal writes that
report cards are often an eye-opener,
and not always a pleasant one — for
the parents, that is. Some parents are
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not aware of the specific problems
that their children meet in class. As
some report cards may have shocked
the parents, hopefully the result will be
that the parents take a closer look at
the performance of their children. Ac-
tually, such report cards are really the
report cards of the parents! Let us as
parents not sit back and relax, thinking
that the teachers must do it all. We
can at least encourage and even help
our children in several respects. Of
course, it is the child who must do his
homework and not the father or moth-
er. | think many parents will find it
hard, if not impossible, to even help
their children with math, for instance!
Could the parents not take a course in
math with the help of the teachers?
That way their burden in the class-
room may be relieved somewhat.

“Timothy” was visited by mem-
bers of the Education Committee and
even by members of the Consistory!
After all, their new minister teaches
catechism in school. The Consistory
members were very fortunate because
during that catechism lesson a superb
lemon cake with almond icing was cut
up and consumed, all on the happy oc-
casion of the birth of their new minis-
ter's second son! Wonder if those eld-
ers knew that beforehand! | wouldn’t
blame them. | also wonder what kind
of a report card the elders will present
to the Consistory!

TEACHERS' SHORTAGE

Hamilton’s principal will be mov-
ing back to the old country this sum-
mer, much to the regret of everyone. It
was also proposed to the membership
to appoint a fourth teacher for next
September. There will be an increase
in students and they will not have the
benefit of a teacher’s aid next year.
With plans in at least two other places
to open a regular day school, the ques-
tion arises: “Where are all the teachers
going to come from?” Answer: from
the hand of our heavenly Father, when
it pleases Him. At the same time, we
have the responsibility to be active in
word and deed. It clearly shows the
need for our Teachers College.

“IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL"”

That is the name of the new
school in Winnipeg, which opened last
September. This school is already in
the possession of items like a filing
cabinet, a tape recorder, etc. That is
the result of the work of the Ladies’
Aid. There are 44 students attending
school, one from a family outside of
our membership.

Winnipeg has had a problem with
textbooks. First they didn’t have them
and later on they did not know where
to put them! They are now temporarily
stored on tables in the main hall. They
are going through the regular prob-
lems that come along with starting a
new school. Take into consideration
that they have students from at least a
dozen different schools in the area,
with different customs, different areas
of instruction, etc. Now these same
students are placed in a multi-class-
room. This demands of the students,
as well as of the teachers, some sig-
nificant adjustments.

Their closest neighbour is Car-
man, and the teachers of both schools
have their in-service days, like the cur-
riculum days in Ontario. Before the
year came to its end, they had 3 such
days already, almost at the average of
one a month! The children, of course,
will not mind these days off.

All their library books have been
catalogued. That is quite an achieve-
ment for any school. The sooner you
start the better. To keep up a system
is not half as hard as to start one.
Some sisters are repairing and cover-
ing the books. Their help always
comes in handy. The Education Com-
mittee is studying ways to add grades
1,2 and 3 or 3 and 10 by coming Sep-
tember. We hope that they are suc-
cessful either way, preferably both
ways! A visitor from The Netherlands
donated fl. 700, which was gratefully
acknowledged. Some new members
have joined the School Society, all of
them ‘‘young ones.” In a way that
stands to reason: they have, fairly re-
cently, missed what these children by
the grace of our heavenly Father, may
now receive, truly CHRIST-ian educa-
tion.

Let me close with one more quo-
tation from that very old Spelling
Book: ““The Teacher’s Counsel to His
Pupils.”

Ye docile youths, who learning love
And would in various arts improve,
And to be taught to me repair,

These precepts in your memory
bear.

When morning first unseals your
eyes,

And bids you to your labours rise,

To God with pious ardour pray,

That He would bless the passing
day.

For all your studies are but vain,

Which no celestial blessing gain.

M. WERKMAN



Dear Brothers and Sisters;

So, we're back in Manggelum
(Mgl.) again; back from having been in
Sentani for two weeks, doing shop-
ping, looking around, having a busy
but enjoyable time.

Let us go back and see what all
happened in November. On Monday,
November 1st, we were flown to Kouh
to attend the Z.G.K. conference. First,
however, we had a meeting with the
brothers from Sumba, who left Kouh
on Wednesday the 3rd. They, together
with the representatives from the con-
gregations in our area plus the mission
workers discussed establishing a closer
contact between the churches in Sum-
ba and the churches here — the ulti-
mate goal being one Reformed Church
in Indonesia. Contact will also be
sought with the congregations in Kali-
mantan. On Tuesday evening the
Christians in Kouh had organized a
farewell supper. It was there that we
met our first sago larvae, carefully con-
cealed between 2 layers of sago. They
don't taste too bad, but wouldn’t want
to eat them every day either.

After the Sumba brothers had
left, another Z.G.K. conference started.
This conference dealt with the Central

Bible School in Boma. Later on | will
send the official report of this confer-
ence.

Monday, November 8, we were
flown back to Mgl., leaving us five
days to prepare ourselves for our trip
to Sentani. One of Joanne's “patients’’
was brought to Kawagit, while our
gurus received instructions on how to
prepare a baby bottle and how to
change bandages for a few people
that still needed regular attention. And
so we left Mgl. again for Kouh on Sat-
urday, November 13, to be flown
through to Sentani the following Mon-
day.

On Saturday, November 20, we
were privileged to welcome Dr. Kees
Louwerse, his wife Rennie and their
son Arjan. We had been stand-by for
several days, but finally they did arrive
on Saturday afternoon. It was nice that
we could show them around and intro-
duce them to people and places in
Sentani and Jayapura. We had a very
enjoyable time with them. They hope
to be able to fly into the interior on the
6th of December, after the paperwork
with T.M.F. is finished.

Our plane was to be flown back
on Monday, the 30th, but due to thick
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rain clouds in the mountains, we had
to turn back again. We tried once
more very early the next morning, and
this time there was no problem cross-
ing the ranges. Only the air-strip in
Kouh (grass) was quite wet, so that
we left tracks of 4-5 inches deep. You
will notice again that flying is not with-
out danger here, and we hope that
you do pray regularly for safe flights
and more pilots so that the work in His
Kingdom may be done.

Undoubtedly you are wondering
how our nurses are doing. Well, they
were in Sentani for a couple of days.
We were with them most of the time
and we talked a lot together. Their
general condition was fairly good, but
they were a bit down, because they
had just come to know the results of
recently taken x-rays. The x-rays show-
ed that Corrie has a broken sternum
and that Jannie has a fractured verte-
bra. It was a pity that they were flown
out in the morning of the same day
that the Louwerses came in, so that
they could not meet them, which
would’ve been very nice.

Right now our nurses are in
Boma, where they will stay until
they’re ready to go to their own vil-
lages and continue their work there.
The nurse of The Netherlands Reform-
ed Congregations is doing quite well,
although she also will first stay in an-
other village, as will be understood.
The pilot is still in Mulia. He has much
pain; also self-reproach. Please re-
member Jerry and also Mary, Corrie
and Jannie in your prayers, that He
may give them health again and
strength to continue their work in His
vineyard.

In the last week of November the
guru course in Kawagit started; it will
continue next week and our plan is to
attend this course. More about this
later.

Regarding our own health, we all
are doing very well. Joanne’s hands
are all okay again and we hope and
pray that it will stay this way. Emily is
still doing the things every 8-month-
old baby does and yours truly is also in
good health.

While in Sentani we were very
pleased to see all our drums and our
case back again; everything seems to
be in good order. In the meantime it
has gone to Kouh, and we hope to
have everything in Mgl. before the end
of December.

With Christian Greetings,
BRAM and JOANNE VEGTER
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Want to have a good breakfast?

On Saturday, February 12th, the Ladies’ Circle of New
Westminster provided a Pancake Breakfast, as it was called.
It was to be served from 9 - 11 in the morning, so you even
could sleep in a little and then (for economy’s sake) combine
breakfast and lunch, eat “brunch” as some people call it.
The price was reasonable considering that for $1.75 you
got three hotcakes, two eggs, three sausages or three
bacon (must be three strips of bacon), plus juice, coffee or
tea. | always like those “communal meals,” for they promote
the fellowship.

Since we are in New Westminster anyway we may as
well pay attention to some other particulars. The Consistory
decided to establish a fund ad article 19 Church Order, and
to have a collection for that purpose. For those of our
readers who have no clue as to what article 19 Church Or-
der speaks about, it be mentioned that this article provides
that the Churches shall endeavour that there are students of
theology who are supported by them. The article also con-
tains the words “as far as necessary,” and there has beena
controversy about it for a long time already what exactly
those words ‘“‘as far as necessary” refer to: should the
Churches see to it, as far as necessary, that there are
students of theology? Or are the Churches obligated to sup-
port them as far as this appears necessary? | am convinced
that the “as far as necessary’’ refers to the financial support.
But that is not so important at the moment.

“The Consistory also decided, since support of
theological students is a matter of common interest for the
churches, to request the forthcoming classis, to be held in
April, to establish a classical fund so as to share the respon-
sibility with the sister churches.”

That is quite a statement but one which needs better
proof than is offered here. From the “category” of “common
interest” the argument jumps to the “category” of “sharing
the responsibility.” That is an unwarranted jump! There are
oodles of things which are matters of “common interest” but
those matters do not ipso facto, by that very fact, become a
matter of common responsibility! | do not believe a word of it
that the churches have to share the responsibility in the mat-
ter of eventual support of students who need some financial
aid. And a “classical fund” would mean that something were
introduced in “the West” which in the past has been per-
sistently rejected. One who would wish to introduce that
could point to the practice in The Netherlands Churches in
this century; but for the opposite one could point to the
practice of Churches in the days of the great Reformation
and even in the ancient Church.

We won’t make this into an article, and for that reason
proceed.

Stopping over in Calgary, | remind you of what we
quoted the other time about the collections. This time the
bulletin contains some basic guidelines for giving, as it is ex-
pressed. To give you food for thought | quote the following.
“Generally speaking your giving should not be determined
on the basis of how much the church needs. That should
make a difference generally only with regard to whether you
will give less to other kingdom causes in order to be able to
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give more to the church. Your giving should not depend on
how much or how little others give, nor on the basis of how
the consistory budgets . . . . The basic guidelines for giving
should be, how has the Lord blessed you, how thankful are
you for what He has done for you, and how important do you
consider (on the basis of the Bible) the ministry of the
Word.” Think about it.

The Calgary Church plans to have a social hour with
coffee every month on the third Sunday of the month after
the afternoon service. That promotes the fellowship. They
will remain at the present place where they conduct the ser-
vices, but meanwhile look out whether they can find
something better. And this “better” refers then especially to
the financial side of the matter: the rent was raised to
$150.00 per month. Renting someone else’s facilities also
brings with it difficulties regarding the times of the services.
Calgary has its share of those difficulties too, and they may
change the times to prevent unnecessary driving. On the
other hand, of course, one does not want the services to be
too close together, for otherwise it might make the im-
pression of “we have to have two services, so let’'s have
them close together and get it over and done with!”’

Up to Edmonton. The Committee which investigated
possible sale of the manse to the minister reported, but was
instructed to make further investigation into this matter. It is
good to do things only when all aspects have been carefully
considered.

As for the school society, they report that good
progress is made with the building, and they have set their
fees until such a time as the school will open. It is marvelous
when a good cooperation can be reported. That’s all | want
to say about that, for | should leave sufficient material for the
school-crossing.

Yes, and now | must make a correction. | wrote a
previous time that in Neerlandia they were considering the
possibility of a kindergarten. In a letter | was berated for not
reading well. | went through the bulletins of Neerlandia
which | used for that medley, and could indeed not find what
I had written. | can draw only one conclusion, that | jotted
down such information from another bulletin and that that
note was too close to the ones about Neerlandia, so that |
got mixed up. This information be hereby passed on,
although no harm was done, | presume. Otherwise, just
send the bill.

Winnipeg is our next stop. Hopeful sounds come from
there. Or would you not take courage when reading the
following, “After the intermission the congregation con-
fronted with several questions in relation to an organ for our
present Church building . . . . The organ Committee will have
to do some serious investigating, and will then undoubtedly
inform the Consistory with facts and figures about pipe and
electronic organs in order that the Consistory may be
enabled to make a decision as soon as possible.” Thus
there is still hope for Winnipeg!

| was wondering about the following item and assume
that the intention of the Consistory is not exactly what it
says. “Consistory came to the decision to instruct our
organists to spend up to $100.00 a year for music.” | did
read before that Consistories gave organists the right to
spend a certain amount on music, but this is the first time (in-
sofar as | can recall) that a Consistory instructed the
organists to do so. Taken literally, it does not seem like an
ecclesiastical matter to me.

The poor minister has to move again, for another house
has been purchased and since quite a few alterations have



to be made, it is no picnic. No wonder, | thought, that he is
taking off for a week. Perhaps he will tell me that | do not
have to pity him, and | don’t do that at all. Yet it is quite
something when one has to move two times within a rather
short period of time.

Of interest to all teachers and to all students will be
what is expressed in the following sentence: “There are still
some students who have the illusion that they will be able to
take something out of their head which they have never put
there.” And with this wisdom in our heads we move away
from Winnipeg.

Entering Brampton, we notice that they have completed
the first “Sermon Series” and are starting the second
volume already.

Of Orangeville we mention that the Political Study
Society scheduled a meeting where the topics to be dealt
with included “Closed Shop” and “-isms” such as com-
munism, socialism, etc.

Ebenezer Burlington tells us that the consistory had an
ample discussion about the question which matters were to
be dealt with in meetings with the deacons. By the way,
Hamilton, too, had a discussion on the question, “What are
items for discussion at combined elders and deacons
meeting and which are not.” Perhaps | can serve the
brethren in Hamilton and also in other places when | pass
on what | found in the Ebenezer Burlington bulletin. The
Consistory there decided that, according to the Church Or-
der, and in keeping with a practice, grown over the cen-
turies, in the following cases deacons should be invited to
the Consistory-meeting:

1. In the case of article 38 Church Order (waich does
not apply to us).

2. Nomination and appointment of office-bearers
(Church Order Article 4, 5, 10, 22, 24), in which cases the
deacons have a decisive vote together with the elders.

3. Internal Censura Morum (Church Order Article 81:
‘ministers, elders, and deacons shall exercise christian cen-
sure among each other in a friendly spirit’; whether this be
done in a meeting before the Holy Supper — as some chur-
ches do — or whenever the need arises, as we do).

4. Discipline of office-bearers (Church Order Article 79
f., in the light of a decision of Synod Middelburg 1591,
which stated that deacons should be present in such cases
because they also take part in nomination and calling of of-
fice-bearers, see sub 2).

5. Budget, appointments of Committee of Ad-
ministration members, salaries and in general important mat-
ters re: property, etc. (because decisions in such cases
might influence the work of the deacons who have to
‘collect the alms and goods’ for their work, Form of Ordin.).
In such cases deacons have an advisory vote.

6. Decisions on special offerings and support of In-
stitutions of Mercy, Charity, including Mission Aid.

7. Whenever deacons need the advice of consistory
re: their work.

8. When deacons ‘render account of their work to the
Consistory’ (Church Order Article 25). This set of regula-
tions is nothing new for us, because we, in general, always
have followed this practice. It is, however, good to state
this again, because sometimes mistakes were made.

It all boils down to the rule that the offices remain
‘distinct one from the other.” Deacons do not govern the
Church nor do the overseers take care of the needy, and
the ministers (who, together with the deacons, are under
the supervision of the overseers) preach and teach, which

mandate is not given to the elders or deaeach in his own
office” under the “government of grace” of the Head of the
Church.

In conclusion, it was stressed that there should be
good communication and co-operation between the offices
because the three offices are one in Christ.

Thus far the decision and its explanation. Although |
think that it is strange to speak of “decisive vote” and “ad-
visory vote” (just a translation of Dutch expressions) it is
clear what is meant. In any case, the above decision gives
more food for thought.

The Ebenezer Consistory also discussed the sects. No.
rest assured, they did not have a discussion about the sects
themselves but on how to advise members who are ap-
proached by representatives of the sects such as Mormons
or so-called Jehovah Witnesses. | like to quote the follow-
ing lines from the report on that Consistory meeting.

The general consensus was: only receive them if you are well-
versed in the Scriptures, and well-informed about such sects.
Mention was made of the series of lectures on sects, held this
winter . . .; also good literature available in the Christian Family
Bookstore. Pastor and elders are also available for advice and
help. Alas, it had also to be stated that those who need knowl-
edge of truth and errors most, usually stay away from such lec-
tures and study, including societies, etc. Such members should
most certainly close their doors against sects because, to their
shame, they are not able to defend the truth and unmask the lie
(see also Il John 9-11).
Yes, | fully agree with the above statements. You'll find
the same at catechism classes. Which students do their
best most? Which students pay the best attention? Which
students do not try to divert the attention of others? Those
of whom one would say that they need it least. That's how it
oftentimes goes. Whom do you never see at postconfession
classes, at lectures? Those who need it most as far as we
can see. And who criticize loudest? The very same persons.
And, alas, the very same persons will again shrug their
shoulders when reading these lines (if they read them) and
when reading the quote from Ebenezer’s bulletin.

One more thing from Hamilton.

“It is suggested to investigate the possibilities and
feasibility of having a missionary on behalf of Classis
South.” Other churches there will be contacted and then
the matter will be discussed again.

I would take exception to the expression “on behalf of
Classis South.” That, | am convinced, is a wrong approach.
A missionary is sent out by one specific Church. If that
Church cannot do it by itself, it can ask the help of sister
Churches and then, as a matter of course, she will approach
the Classis Churches first of all. However, when she suc-
ceeds in bringing the necessary funds together, that does
not mean that then a missionary is sent out “on behalf of”
the Churches in the Classis. It is done “with their help,” not
“on their behalf.” Let's keep matters straight right from the
beginning. Toronto does not send out a missionary on be-
half of all the Eastern Churches and New Westminster
does not do so on behalf of the Western Churches, al-
though with their requests for support they recognize the
“ecclesiastical boundaries.”

As for the rest, you’ll understand that | am happy with
this development.

In the assumption that | have not mixed up any notes
this time, | leave you now with all your ponderings and
mixed feelings. Try to sort them out before we meet again.

Most sincerely, vO
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Stewardship

TELEVISION . . . IN THE
FAMILY?

For some time now you (could)
have followed the discussion concern-
ing television. Most of those who have
written me were against possession
and usage of a television set. Some
arguments brought forward, indeed,
merit serious thought. And | hope that
you will continue to ponder all aspects,
making a conclusion “‘proceeding from
faith”” (Romans 14:23).

It has been my contention that
possession and usage of modern
media (newspapers, radio, phono,
even literature, novels and magazines),
of which television is a permanent and
integral part, falls under the command
of stewardship, within our possibilities,
but governed by the same limitations
and restrictions which govern every-
thing, 'All things are lawful, but not all
things are helpful”” (I Corinthians 6:12,
10:23). In a/l things we must glorify
God; so our usage of these media will
have to be directed both to the Lord’s
glorification and our own edification
(I Corinthians 6:20; 10:23).

Modern media are “‘multiple
choice” media. One doesn’t read the
whole newspaper, only selected parts.
Similarly, one doesn’t follow a// radio
or television programs, but learns to
restrict and limit his listening and view-
ing. At least, that’s how it should be. |
realize that one easily stumbles and
falls in his usage of the media, and
with television this stumbling is not
imaginary. Let us not act overright-
eously and overwisely (Ecclesiastes
7:15-18). Nevertheless, we must strive
towards a correct usage of all our pos-
sessions. Recognizing our weakness-
es, we must seek our strength in the
guidance and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit, also regarding modern media
like television.

DOMINION

Br. and Sr. Jans ended their sym-
pathetic letter with the question
whether television, generally speaking,
has enriched or impoverished church-
life. A good question, but it should be
rephrased somewhat. Has our usage
of the television (and, again, other
media!) been of such a nature that
church-life was enriched or impover-
ished? If we let ourselves be enslaved
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by the media, certainly our whole life
will be greatly impoverished! But the
fault is then our own.

| realize that control over the tele-
vision is not simple, but on the other
hand, let us not say too easily that we
cannot govern our possessions and
that control is virtually impossible. Be-
cause we do believe (do we not?) that
the Holy Spirit has been poured out
upon the whole church and that the
spirits must and can be tested? Are we
not ‘‘spiritual men” who judge all
things, but themselves are to be
judged by no one? (I Corinthians 2:12-
16). Or are we incapable of steward-
ship? We are even called to have do-
minion (Genesis 1:26) and, | wonder,
does this dominion suddenly exclude
modern media? | do not wish to pro-
mote an unwarranted cultural opti-
mism, but neither do | wish to suc-
cumb to an unscriptural pessimism
along the line of the foolish servant, so
afraid to fail that he buried even his
one talent (Matthew 25:25).

Perhaps television has damaged
our life of faith (at least where absti-
nence is not mandatory). Therefore we
must be taught to deal with it proper-
ly. For this reason | asked your atten-
tion for correct stewardship. We must
deal with the existing realities as “‘spir-
itual people having a new nature
which is being renewed in knowledge
after the image of its Creator” (Colos-
sians 3:11).

STUMBLINGBLOCK?

The argument was also used that
those who have television are casting
a stumblingblock before ““the weak.” |
assume that by ““the weak’” are meant
here ““those who cannot control their
television.” Indeed, there will be such
people who will not direct their life to
the right priority and let themselves be
enslaved. Let us not get puffed up. Do
we not all have our own specific weak-
nesses? And the point of the compari-
son seems to be that the “weak”
would justify their television set with
the fact that ““the strong” also have
one. Just like alcoholics always point
to the social drinkers, | believe.

| appreciate such deep concern
for others; it should show more often
in our federation. But if this is such a
basic argument, why not (I honestly

The Case

of the
Television

ask) use this same argument consis-
tently in all other things? My example
of the usage of alcoholic beverages
still stands. In this respect there are
many “weak” who are being coaxed
along by the “’strong.” | am always a
bit wary when we apply a certain argu-
ment only in one instance, and con-
veniently forget it in others. | wonder,
then, if one has really understood the
matter Paul is talking about in, for ex-
ample, Romans 14 and | Corinthians 8.
The matter requires additional
study (and | certainly have not said the
last word in this at all!) but a few
things may be noted concerning the
weak and the strong. They should not,
to start with, judge, despise and re-
ject one another (Romans 14:4). The
strong are sometimes quite ‘‘strong”
in condemning, I'm afraid, and the
weak so easily use weakness as an ex-
cuse. Also, the weak and the strong
should not dispute over ‘“‘opinions”
because such disputes are hardly edi-
fying (Romans 14:14). (Wonder what
we’ve been doing?) And they should
force neither their strength nor weak-
ness upon one another, for “everyone
must be fully convinced in his own
mind” (Romans 14:5). The Law of God
is one, but we must be careful in de-
manding a uniform application.
Certainly, we must not cast a
stumblingblock before anyone, weak
or strong. No one should, by his public
example, lead anyone else on a wrong
path. The majority of our people, how-
ever, have television, and since | can-
not demand abstinence, | can only
point to Christian stewardship. | fail to
see where the stumblingblock lies.
Besides, what is Paul speaking
about in | Corinthians 8, the text men-
tioned especially by Br. Bartels, “Only
take care lest this liberty of yours
somehow become a stumblingblock to
the weak’’? Let’s note that Paul does
speak of /iberty, something which Br.
Bartels seemed to overlook. And also,
Paul is not speaking of a private but of



a public matter, “‘For if anyone sees
you, a man of knowledge, at table in
an idol's temple, might he not be en-
couraged . . .” (I Corinthians 8:10). Let
us not forget, participation in an idol’s
temple was a public association with
unbelievers and despisers of God (not
to be confused with a private invita-
tion, (I Corinthians 10:27), and Paul
does not advise it with a view to the
weak.

Television is a private matter in
the home, and its usage determined
by strong rules, and therein no stum-
blingblock is laid. | realize that our pri-
vate life is fully governed by God's
Word, but, for example, my private life
is not object of general public scrutiny
in the churches at large! A certain
magazine may widely and greedily
publicize the fact that | have television
(talking about casting stumbling-
blocks!), but it is another matter if one
goes about publicly associating with
unbelievers and frequenting, for ex-
ample, idol's temples or movie-thea-
tres. Again, let us be careful in quickly
applying Scripture; the late Prof. B.
Holwerda warned us strongly for im-
pure parallels and exemplarism (in his
De Heilshistorie en de Prediking).

USAGE

Those who do not have tele-
vision, need not read the next para-
graphs because they are designed to-
wards an effective and correct usage
of this medium. (You might file it,
however, for future reference, because
one never knows what change of
mind may occur in the course of time

).

Someone has suggested that if
we take T.V. into the home, we great-
ly magnify the temptation for our chil-
dren. That is true, if we do not from
the very beginning teach them some
elementary rules of Christian steward-
ship. And let no one say that | advo-
cate "‘permissiveness’’ with regards to
television, because | advocate strong
rules which must govern our usage.

CHILDREN

Perhaps it indeed is good to start
with the children. In the book, Tele-
vision Child, Norman S. Morris writes
the following, “Without a doubt, tele-
vision is the most powerful communi-
cations force ever created by man.
Whether that force is positive, nega-
tive or neutral, depends on what you
do with it. Children have to be taught
to discriminate, to evaluate, to accept
or reject television’s varied input.”
This world today is unimaginable with-

out the modern media, and it is the
first task of those who possess these
media to teach their children the cor-
rect usage.

From Klare Klanken (the publica-
tion of the "“Gereformeerde Omroep-
vereninging’”’ of our brotherhood in
The Netherlands) we take the follow-
ing (October 9, 1976):

Certainly for our children there are great
dangers with regard to television. Chil-
dren have special attention for sensation-
al and emotional happenings.

Does it go by unnoticed for our chil-
dren, when pictures are shown of dead,
wounded, starving people and all kinds
of disasters? The more exciting the pic-
ture is, the more intense the child will ex-
perience it.

Children also have much attention for
details. This increases their personal in-
volvement. How often, for example, do
children not identify themselves with
characters in books! How many children
wouldn’t like to be a courier in wartime?
For children it's often one big adventure;
the true reality seems to pass them by
(and certainly with boys this is the case).

They also forget quickly. New happen-
ings and new images take their attention.
Which means that the parents must keep
up the pace, too. One cannot let children
wat:h everything without guidance.
What has been heard and seen must be
discussed. lIs it really as the radio says?
What is our viewpoint in the matter ac-
cording to Scripture and confession? In
this the parents have a great task. They
will have to operate the set (especially
the ON/OFF knob). They must “chaper-
one” television.

In our opinion it is irresponsible to per-
mit children who cannot yet distinguish
critically (and which child can?) to look at
and listen to everything without guid-
ance. This guidance also includes that
the set is turned off when further watch-
ing is unwarranted. The atmosphere of
the media is not such that &ll things can
be watched. But the parents must choose.
They are responsible for their children.

Beside the discussion at home, guid-
ance is also possible at school/! Not to
shove off the task of the parents, but as
an extra possibility. The situation at
home and at school differs greatly, but
happily our Reformed schools do offer
possibilities. Teachers are prepared to re-
act to what the children say and tell.

In this way the child can be educated
by the parents according to the promise
made at baptism. Do you use Lord’s Day
10 in this respect? Do you make your Re-
formed confession concrete?

You will understand that | fully agree
with these words. Anyone who has
the audacity to bring modern media
into the home must teach the family
(and himself first!) a correct usage.
And | would like to suggest a few

practical rules which are very benefi-
cial in this respect.

* Children’s viewing should be
strongly restricted (in time) and the
programs rigidly pre-selected by the
parents. The T.V. should not become a
“baby-sitter” to which the children in-
discriminately adhere for long periods
of time. While the T.V. is “on,” the
parents should not go about their busi-
ness elsewhere, but at least one par-
ent should sit down and watch with
the children, making suitable com-
ments. To many children it is a “reve-
lation”” when a parent quietly criticizes
what is shown or said, and they them-
selves become critical. If the parents
approach the programs critically, the
children will learn not to take for grant-
ed what is offered.

* On certain days the T.V. should
remain off (especially Sundays, and on
weekdays when the weather permits
outside recreation) so that the children
are stimulated to engage in other ac-
tivities. Parents should encourage the
children to draw, colour, paint, or read.
Parents, too, should be active with
their children, reading to them or play-
ing with them, at least taking an active
interest in their affairs. You will find
that your children prefer your com-
pany to that of the T.V.! How many
parents have experienced this? A good
rule is that after supper (and before
bed) there is no television viewing, but
a “family hour” is maintained in which
the parents together occupy them-
selves with their children (in school-
work, relaxation, games, etc.). In this
way the children learn that television
may be present but is not important. It
should be a means which is used oc-
casionally, like radio and stereo.

*In selecting programs (just as
one selects books, etc.) the parents
should set a high standard, both ethic-
ally and aesthetically. The program
should have some educational quality,
not be profane in any way and ap-
proach the subject matter with hones-
ty. Violent and strongly emotional pro-
grams should be avoided, while family
stories (of the format like “The Wal-
tons’”’) are to be preferred. Programs
like “Sesame Street” and "’Mr. Dress-
up’’ are of value if parents offer critical
guidance. Cartoons (Saturday morning
viewing) should be restricted, because
of their strongly violent contents (al-
though Bugs Bunny’s arrogant antics
are so ridiculous that even most chil-
dren find them preposterous!). Chil-
dren also should be taught to spurn
the usual advertisements as being

87



quite insulting and often misleading.

* Make sure that when other chil-
dren come to play, they indeed do
play and are not grouped around your
television set. Do not make your home
into a public theatre, and cause a
stumblingblock for others. Television
viewing should be a regulated family
affair and not a public matter! That
holds true, by the way, also for the
adults: when you have visitors, com-
municate together and turn the T.V.
off. Don’t be so impolite as to see the
program out first. Your hospitality is at
stake, and your guests “deserve’’ your
undivided attention.

* As far as the o/der children are
concerned, forbid LATE-NIGHT view-
ing. In this respect I'm amazed that
some parents let their children watch
T.V. to all hours of the night. There
should also be an open relationship of
trust between parents and their teen-
age children. For example, when the
children are on their own and must
baby-sit, parents should discuss pos-
sible viewing before leaving and en-
courage other activities. Above all, one
cannot stuff his children into his own
pocket, but must teach them their
own responsibility as stewards of the
Lord in this creation so marred by sin.
In this way the children are being pre-
pared for independent life and are be-
ing motivated towards a critical stew-
ardship.

If those who possess television
strive to follow some of these rather
simple rules, I'm sure that the children
will not become addicted and the tele-
vision will not be ‘““detrimental,” but
they will develop a sober, critical atti-
tude towards the Media, learning to
apply the norms of Scripture. Then we
get children who are being equipped
for their task to be /n this world, but
are not of this world. Again, | do not
say that one must buy television; only,
if you have it, follow sound rules of
usage!

ADULTS

A few remarks must be made
about adult viewing. Parents, your ex-
ample molds the children in many
ways. Your viewing habits will be
taken over by your children. If you are
enslaved, you make slaves of your
children. If you are sober and critical,
your children too, generally speaking,
will be the same. And will the Lord not
bless a Scriptural upbringing?

Parents must stress priorities and
live up to them. T.V. is not at all so im-
portant in life. Neither is radio or
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stereo. The service of the Lord is deci-
sive. Never should T.V. (or anything
else, for that matter) interfere with
congregational life. Church-services go
before everything else, even hockey
games and cup finals. That should be
an unchallenged rule in the family.
Catechism, societies, and meetings all
surpass television-viewing. This should
become ““flesh and blood"" with us and
our children. Once you let television
prevail over these crucial matters, you
are on the wrong path, and if your T.V.
causes you to sin, you must throw it
away (Matthew 5:29).

Our life must be Christ-centered
and therefore Church-centered, and so
television, radio, and stereo are rela-
tively unimportant. And I'm convinced,
if the office-bearers find clear cases of
misuse in this respect (just like negli-
gence in financial contributions to the
Church!) discipline must be applied.
Usually, misuse will become apparent
because it is combined with a com-
pletely wrong attitude towards the
Lord and His service.

POINTS

Also to the parents, a few practi-
cal points to consider.

* Avoid day-time viewing, but go
about with full attention for your God-
given work. If you have some time on
your hands, do not immediately turn
on the set, but engage in active recre-
ation like sports, go out with the chil-
dren (if you have them) into the Lord’s
mighty creation, visit the brothers and
sisters (however, not to gossip, but to
edify and be edified!); in short, don't
waste precious time with passive
viewing. Daytime programs consist
mostly of low-level, poorly-directed
soap operas which elaborate on all
kinds of sickly themes. Seek out the
informative programs.

* Especially some sisters at home
should cut down on their daily portion
of T.V. Self-discipline is the first form
of all discipline. Read a good (Reform-
ed) book, and not just Harlequin Ro-
mances and the Reader’s Digest’s in-
digestible abridgements. Why not
study some Dutch and engage in ac-
tive multi-culturalism? Try a new reci-
pe, bring some green into the house,
experiment with your own possibilities
and develop your God-given talents.

* Restrict your evening-viewing,
so that it doesn’t take up a// evening.
Take some time to converse with one
another. Sr. Kingma was right when
she mentioned that T.V. seems to
destroy family communication. But |

add, misuse is the culprit! Many
couples have this exciting procedure:
they turn off the T.V., turn on the
light, and turn around! Discover one
another again, positively; speak with
one another and keep the line of Chris-
tian communication open!

* Avoid the serials, like police
serials and “‘sit-coms”’ (situation come-
dies) because these are not only ex-
tremely violent and profane, but
strongly addictive. One “must” find
out what Pepper and Kojak are up to
this time! But forget it, it's a waste of
time because these stories always
have the same pattern and fore-see-
able ending, just like the Harlequin Ro-
mances. |If you must watch, don't in-
sult yourself; select informative pro-
grams or responsible entertainment
which is truly relaxing. There are still
some educational programs, reports of
value, national programs, nature pro-
grams, documentaries and family pro-
grams and classics. Certain dramatiza-
tions can be enjoyed (don't we enjoy
certain novels? and a novel is a drama-
tization!) and even the odd sports
program is entertaining.

*The norm which must be ap-
plied in all cases is what Rev. Thomas
writes in his article (previously quoted
from De Reformatie): '‘Which pro-
grams may we watch? There are a few
important principles in Philippians 4:8
which might guide us, ‘Finally, breth-
ren, whatever is true, whatever is
honourable, whatever is just, whatever
is pure, whatever is gracious, if there is
any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these
things.””

CONCLUSION

It's high time | come to a conclu-
sion. Some are sorry that | ever started
this discussion. But may | be clear
once more? | do not encourage any-
one to buy a television set. Those who
disadvise such a move have my sym-
pathy, as long as they do not make
this abstinence mandatory for others. |
do not say that the time never comes
that we cannot have a T.V. But what-
ever we do, those who have a tele-
vision set must manage it as stewards
of the Lord.

“For you were called to freedom,
brethren; only do not use your free-
dom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love be servants of one
another. For the whole law is fulfilled
in one word, You shall love your neigh-
bour as yourself”” (Galatians 5:13 and
14). Cl. STAM



Chats on Politics

REACH FOR POWER?

Remember the
published two issues ago?

I would like to quote a few lines
from it this time.

""How would . . . ‘our representa-
tive in Ottawa’ deal with the Iron Cur-
tain?”’

“We, however, would suggest
that long before we aim for power
(Reformed representation in Ottawa)
we should first establish Reformed
Policies.”

letter we

* X ¥

That raises the question, “What
are we aiming for when we choose
someone to represent us in either the
federal or the provincial parliament?”

Is it correct to say that our repre-
sentative in Ottawa would have to
deal, e.g. “with the Iron Curtain’’? (and
who are the ones meant by “our”?
Just a group or the citizens in general?)

It is not.

When we elect someone, we
elect him to represent us, to represent
all citizens of the riding in which we
live, so that, as a member of the
legislative assembly, he may influence,
curb, check, correct, advise, help the
Government.

When we elect someone to parlia-
ment, either federally or provincially,
we do not elect him to govern. Then
we do not elect him to deal with all
sorts of foreign relations, with coun-
tries on this or on the other side of the
Iron Curtain or of the Equator; but then
we only elect him to deal with the
matters which the government puts
before parliament, or matters which
have to be brought to the attention of
the Government.

Parliament (federal as well as pro-
vincial) is not called to govern.

Election to parliament is no man-
date to govern.

Parliament is a legislative assem-
bly whose rights and duties are well-
defined. However much jurisdiction
Parliament may have, it can only in-
fluence the Government but is not
part of the Government. It is part of
our political system and the Govern-
ment is bound (to a certain extent) by
parliament. Parliament, however, does
not deal with countries behind the Iron
Curtain. Parliament can deal with mat-
ters pertaining to those countries and

relations with those countries when
the Government puts that before Par-
liament or when Parliament deems it
necessary to bring certain matters,
developments, happenings concerning
those countries to the attention of the
Government.

The mandate to govern does not
come from the people; it comes from
Her Majesty the Queen or, in her
name, from the Governor General who
represents her. When either the Queen
herself or the Governor General reads
the Speech from the Throne, we re-
peatedly hear the words “My Govern-
ment.” The one who speaks these
words is not the Prime Minister (who
humbly refers to the other ministers of
the crown as “my colleagues’) even
though he has written that speech, at
least for the larger part, but the one
who speaks these words is the Queen
or her representative.

Those who govern us and have
the pov.er are the Queen and her Min-
isters, who are Ministers of the Crown,
not the representatives or the servants
of the people or of the “party.”

Parliament is just the body which
exercises its influence to prevent those
who govern us from exceeding the
boundaries of their authority. Parlia-
ment guards the rights of the citizens
and the interests of the nation in the
midst of the world of nations.

The fact that the ministers of the
Crown are taken from the ranks of
elected representatives does not alter
their position as ministers of the
Crown at all, nor does it “elevate’’ the
(other) representatives of the people
to the rank of ““governors.”

To be represented by the best
available person — that’s what we aim
for.

To be represented by the person
whom | can trust to advise the (federal
or provincial) government well — that
is what | should try to achieve.

To be represented by someone of
whom | may expect that he will say
“No" to proposed legislation which
must be deemed to be in conflict with
God’'s will, and ““Yes” to proposed
legislation which promotes justice and
equity and may be deemed to be con-
ducive to good order and healthy
growth — that’s what | shall endeavour
to bring about.

| do not elect someone to govern
me; | elect someone to represent me
with the Government, and to do all
those things which are described in
the law, or have become the privilege
and the duty of the respective parlia-
ments.

If, through my vote, someone
may be called to govern, that is an
added benefit. | wished we could elect
sO many representatives that there
were no others who could be called to
govern except the people who in all
things wish to bow before the Word of
the Lord.

To say, however, that when elect-
ing someone, we “aim for power’ by
trying to get a Reformed person to
represent us, is wrong.

For as long as | cannot get the
“best available person” there, | shall
be content with the “next-best” for as
long as | know what his stand is re-
garding specific issues about which
we have an express word of the Lord.
| think here of the question of abortion,
just to mention that one point.

As for the points at which we do
not have an express word of the Lord,
in those cases we are to be extremely
careful not to make a “principle’’ out
of something which is just a matter of
practical wisdom. The speaking of
“everlasting principles’” in the past
oftentimes did more harm than good.

Take, e.g., an. Egg Marketing
Board. | think that such a board is a
wrong phenomenon. The sooner those
boards disappear the better it will be in
the long run. CEMA fortunately was so
wise as to withdraw its “‘order” to
supermarket chains to stop advertising
loss-leader egg prices. | wished it had
declared itself out of existence.

There may be others who are in
favour of such boards.

We could have a good argument
about it, | think.

| also think that there are
“principles” behind the pros as well as
behind the cons.

But since | do not have an
express word of the Lord, | grant
everyone his freedom to think about it
as he wishes. Leave me mine, will you?

vO

OUR COVER

Cap Rouak, Cabot Trail. Courte-
sy of Nova Scotia Communica-
tions & Information Centre
Photo.
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REPORT NO. 77

To the Consistory, Canadian Reformed
Church, New Westminster, B.C.

S30 José da Coroa Grande, PE,

November 30, 1976

MONTH OF NOVEMBER
Reverend and Esteemed Brethren,

After last month’s lengthy report,
| can keep it shorter this time. It has
been a busy month again, but, most of
it being the routine work, we will not
tire you with a monotonous report of
the regular activities. Not that these
activities themselves would be mono-
tonous in any way. On the contrary:
bringing the living Word of God to a
number of living people is always new
and fascinating. All the events in the
church building are the highlights of
our life here and there are always the
questions: Who will be there? How
will they receive the message? And we
always enjoy mingling in with the peo-
ple, the adults as well as the children,
before and after the service: a little
chat here, a question there, and simply
enjoy the growing communion of
saints.

New Catechumenes: Last month
we reported that another 7 persons in-
dicated their desire to become mem-
bers of the Church and to follow the
required pre-confession courses. These
classes started early this month, di-
vided in two groups. One consists of 6
women and the second of 2 men. (The
number increased to 8 this month.)

The class of the ladies is held on
Monday evening (Women Society was
switched to Friday evening) and the
two men come on Sunday afternoon.

Youth Club: Now that | use the
lessons which | prepare myself the
Youth Club is definitely running better.
It is easier to hold their attention and
to have them participate since it is
geared to their level and our situation.
A novelty for them is that we are now
rehearsing a song for the Christmas
program accompanied by some simple,
home-made musical instruments: tri-
angles and tambourines.

Girls” Choir: The ladies resumed
the practices with the Girls’ Choir this
month so that they will also sing some
songs at the Christmas celebration.

Registration of the Church: Even
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as every person here needs an identifi-
cation card and number, every society
is also required to be registered. We
are now in the process of meeting
these requirements which means that
the equivalent of an Administration
Committee (complete with Constitu-
tion) has to be chosen from among the
Brazilian members. Even though this
would not function internally, it is a re-
quirement to obtain a number which
may be essential for obtaining visa,
etc.

Offerings: Every week the people
bring their offerings. From them we
pay the water and the light bill and
have some projects to improve the
facilities. This month an exterior light
was installed above the classroom
door, an improvement indeed. Other
projected improvements, to be paid
from the offerings, are an additional
piece of sidewalk and benches in the
church yard.

A Personal Note: We wish to take
this opportunity to extend our greet-
ings to all the readers. As family we
wish you the Lord’s blessings for the
coming year. May the Lord grant that
through your and our labour His King-
dom may draw nearer.

With kindest regards and best
wishes, also on behalf of my wife and
our children,

Yours in the Lord’s service,
C. Van Spronsen.

* ¥ ¥

MISSION AID REPORT NO. 52

REPORT OVER THE MONTH OF
NOVEMBER 1976

Esteemed Brethren,

Once again a month has slipped
by. Time is flying and before you
know, it is reporting time again. Yet,
there is very little what we would call
“news’’ to report. What is news any-
way? Is it not great news that we
could do our work unhindered, that
we could be of help to people in need
and received enough courage to stay
awake, sometimes for a few nights in
a row, to watch two small children
which were very sick, etc.? From our
last report you learned that one little
one died during the night without us
being present at that particular time;

although the mother was there she
didn’t notice it. We know that these
things can not always be avoided but
you nevertheless like to be there when
it happens. Therefore we paid a little
more attention this time.

First there was Cecleide, a 3
month old girl we received already last
month. We had our problems with her
and still have, although she is much
better now. Then we admitted another
little boy of about the same age this
month. His name is Luciano and he
also gave us some worries, especially
the first few days and nights. His con-
dition is also greatly improved so that
we can now sleep more peacefully.
This is the fourth child of the same
family we now take care of. The moth-
er went often enough to the doctor
but nothing seemed to help. We have
concluded that this mother some how
does not know how to take care of
little children and if it was not for the
help via mission-aid, her four children
would be, humanly speaking, all born
for the graveyard. Actually we are
helping her to raise a big family, see-
ing that she is very young yet. Here
sometimes questions come up in our
mind. Does she really like to have all
those children, being herself born in a
family and raised in a society wherein
they lose sometimes more than 50%
of their children? Would she not be
much better off, after all, having only a
few children? Can she later on provide
for a big family?

Putting up these questions is also
to answer them. Are these good ques-
tions? No, they are not in my opinion.
Sure, sometimes you are apt to think
into that direction. But is not man
made after the image of God and is
not therefore all life really precious.
Does the commandment of the Lord
“thou shalt not kill"” not also imply that
we should promote life under all cir-
cumstances, everybody in his own
place?

True, these people may not al-
ways understand this, but should we
not therefore show them also by our
way of life that this is the truth? Only
looking at it from this angle we are as-
sured that we are doing the right thing.
The rest we can then leave up to the
Lord. With this fixed in our minds we
can look forward again and do our
work in confidence.

In our previous report we also
mentioned that we had officially ap-
plied for some land suitable for plant-
ing. So far we never have received
word yet. Via the town-representative



| have kept in touch with the issue and
he has still high hopes that the plan
will be accepted. The above mention-
ed representative has been chosen as
mayor for this town in the elections
held a few weeks ago. This could help
us to reach our goal. At the present
time we can do nothing more than
wait.

The weather picture changed un-
expectedly this month. The wet sea-
son has been unusually dry this year
but over the last few weeks we re-
ceived a lot of rain. As always, the
weather is still unpredictable. The
thirsty soil sure could stand it.

At the time of this writing we
have already entered the last month of
the year. It is the time of the year in
which we tend to look back for a mo-
ment to see what we have accom-
plished. It also is the time of the year
to count the blessings of the Lord.
These blessings were many. The Lord
spared our lives and the lives of our
beloved ones. We could do our work
unhindered most of the time. Yes, we
also encountered difficulties and dis-
appointments at times but in all this
the Lord showed His faithfulness and
lovingkindness towards us. Therefore
we are thankful.

In the first month of the new year
we hope to receive some visitors from
Canada. First 2 members of the mis-
sion aid committee will visit us,
namely Mr. W.H. Bredenhof and Mr.
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T. Pothoven, and of late we heard that
also Miss Jenny Deleeuw will travel
with them. Needless to say that we
are looking forward to this visit. You
can therefore in due time expect a
visitors’ impression in Mission News.
Later a few friends from Carman, 2
girls, hope to visit us. Also to that visit
we look forward. It will be a welcome
break for us.

Since this will be one of the last
reports over this year, we like to take
this opportunity to wish each and ev-
ery one of you a blessed Christmas
and a happy New Year. We also like to
thank those who remembered us on
our birthdays in October and Novem-
ber. Thank you very much for the
cards we received at that time.

This will end my report. May the
Lord bless you all and surround you
with His care. Until the next time.

Yours in Christ’s service,
John Kuik.

* ¥ ¥

NEW YEAR'S LETTER

S3o0 José da Coroa Grande,
December 1976

Dear 3rothers and Sisters,

We will soon enter another year
again, D.V., and that is usually the
time that we send a newsletter to our
family and friends in Canada and The
Netherlands. We will do so again this
year.

Many of you already know from
the reports and personal letters how
things are going here, so we do not
have to write about this.

First of all we would like to wish
each and everyone of you a blessed
New Year. May each of us in his own
place be faithful in His service.

Being in a country with palm
trees and much sunshine, it is very
hard to imagine that you are in the
middle of the winter. Likely with snow.
We have what we call ““summer’’ here.

Our family is doing fine and our
children have grown a lot in the past
year. They always have a good ap-
petite. Very soon they will have their
holidays from December till February,
but they will continue the lessons with
Lynn Metzlar, the girl who is teaching
our children in English. The children
are enjoying those lessons and it sure
is a big help for us.

The heat doesn’t seem to bother
the children at all, because they are al-
ways active. Ronald is always busy
making something with electricity.
Jacob loves to play soccer and Alinda

is happy when she can be on her bike,
even when the sun is right above her.

Likely you are curious about our
nursery. I'll take you along but be very
quiet because the little ones are sound
asleep. The little girl of 4 months has
coughed a lot today and has settled at
last. Although just a little more than a
month at our place, you don’t recog-
nize her anymore. Her weight was a
little over 2 kl. when she came, and
she had to be fed every 45 minutes.
She has improved a lot since then, al-
though she is still vomiting quite often.
She is such a cute, tiny baby.

In the other crib is a little boy,
also 4 months old. He came 2 weeks
ago with the same symptoms as so
many others: malnutrition, diarrhea,
vomiting, anemia, and very badly
swollen. In the first week he became
critically ill and we feared for his life. It
was a great tension, but our heavenly
Father has heard our prayers which
were sent up for this little one, and he
has improved a lot and is out of dan-
ger.

This afternoon we had 4 mothers
with children who had been at our
place for some time. Seeing those
healthy children again, you can only be
so very thankful for those blessings.
Zezinho, who has been a half year
with us, still knows the place where
the cookies are. Some mothers come
quite regularly to show us how their
children are doing after they have
gone home.

Remember the work here in your
daily prayers. That is urgently needed.

Those who come now to church
and have answered the Lord’s calling,
are often still very weak in faith and
the temptations are great. Only sup-
porting the mission with your money
is not enough, although that is a must
also.

We already said that we are all in
good health, even though we also en-
countered some problems in that re-
spect. The Lord made everything well
again and we could do the things we
had to do. For that we are thankful.

May the Lord continue to give
you His blessings according to His
promise. Also the year 1977 will be in
His hands.

We will end this letter now.

We hope that you may receive
this writing being in good health and
expecting everything from above.

Many greetings from us all,
John, Ardis,
Ronald, Jacob and Alinda.
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Puzzle No.

1

/

1 2 2 4 5 |6 7 8 9 70
11 2 13 14 15 16
7|18 9 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31 32 3B |34 35
36 37 38 39
40 |42 a3 44 45
a6 |47 |48 49 |50 51 52 |53
54 55 56 57
58 59 |60 61 |62
63 64 |65 66 67 68 |69 |70 71
72 |73 74 75 76 77
78 79 80 81 82
83 84 85 |86 87 88 89
90 9 92 93 94
95 ] 9% 97
ACROSS 58. Form of “to be" 9. Is sticky
1. Skill 59. Public relations (abbr.)  10. Part of Bible
4. Invited friends 61. Medical title 11. Fruit
9. Lord 64. Form of ““able” 13. Oily substance
12. Tennis term 66. Vegetable 15. Liquor
14. Skin of fruit 68. Creature 16. Raised platform
15. Deep track 72. Point of land 18. Look
17. Postscript (abbr.) 74. Rodent 20. Joke
19. Sleep 76. One of the senses 22. Tricky
21. Definite article in 78. Strip of wood 23. Recent
22. Sum grammar 79 Number 25. Fishing equipment
23. Part of Bible 80. Target 27. Sleep
24. Writing tool 82. Part of the foot 28. Before
26. Fast walk 83. Indefinite article 29. To hit lightly
28. Tree 84. Musical note 31. Knock out
29. Beverage 85. Conjunction 33. Friend
30. Vegetable 87. Floor cover 34. Fixed point in time
32. Table linen 89. Saint (abbr.) 35. Programmed instruction (abbr.)
35. Figure in chess 90. Joke 37. Map reference (abbr.)
36. Boy's name 91. Hard work 39. Steamship (abbr.)
38. To trim off 93. Jack as in cribbage 40. Fruit
39. To drink a little 95. Member of family 42. Sense organs
41. With regard to 96. Monetary unit 44. Metal
43. Musical note 97. Fish 45. Hunted animal
44. Left side (abbr.) 47. Indefinite article (in grammar)
46. One of the senses 48. Right (abbr.)
49. Pronoun (old English) ~ DOWN 50. Elevated railroad (abbr.)
51. Symbol for Tellurium 2. Right side (abbr.) 51. Symbol for Tellurium
52. One of the senses 3. Number 52. Elevation (abbr.)
54. Insect 5. Not down 53. Pronoun (old English)
55. Elevated railroad (abbr.) 6. Fish 58. Preposition
56. Each (abbr.) 7. Look 59. Vegetable
57. Shelter 8. Symbol for Thallium 60. Revelation (abbr.)

. Room (abbr.)

. Faith of a Muslim
. Citation (abbr.)

. Preposition

. Boy's name

. Beverage

. Indefinite article

. Negative

. Vegetables

. Cookware

. Ten decibels

. Part of a wheel

. Distress signal

. Weight measure
. Creature

. Celestial body

. Musical note

. Combustible substance

88. Part of the foot
90. River in ltaly
91. Telegraph office (abbr.)
92. Musical note
94. Symbol for Beryllium
G. DE BOER
Letters-to-the-Editor

Dear Editor,

The last few weeks we read many
opinions about T.V., “Yes” or “No.”

| still think that the most important
point in this matter has not been mention-
ed as yet. When we purchase a television
set, we have to do something, a deed, an
act: Money has to be used, money received
out of grace from our God and Father to
serve Him with it, and for nothing else in
daily life. Using the money to purchase a
television set of which we know before-
hand that it is a medium in the hands of the
“world,” can we then, in all sincerity pray,
“Thank Thee, Lord, that Thou hast given us
ways and means to obtain a television set
to serve Thee and to praise Thy Name,”
also in the media of this world? Does this
medium have any value? It is not a ““dead
thing,” but what is shown affects our
minds and actions. (See article Una Sancta,
dated November 20, 1976.) We have to
give an anwer for we have used money re-
ceived from the Lord to be used for His
Kingdom.

Secondly: As soon as we have obtain-
ed a television set we have to make deci-
sions daily. Which program will be on?
Father prefers this one and Mother that one
and the children a third one. (The media
take care that every one has something to
enjoy!!!) We see that it is not an easy deci-
sion, for we know (or don’t we?) that we
are weak and miserable sinners. Once
Adam and Eve had to make a decision, too,
no, not by force, not at all, but freely. All
the trees they were free to use; only one
was forbidden. They knew from the Lord
what would happen if they ate from the for-
bidden fruit. They chose . . . even in Para-
dise while being sinless, the forbidden tree.
Are we stronger today? (I did not quote just
indiscriminately a text, but the full “‘story”

of the Scripture.) W. VANDERMOLEN
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Hello Busy Beavers,

What do you like best about winter? Do you like mak-
ing slides at recess-time at school? Building big snow forts?
Tobogganing? Or drinking hot chocolate when you come in?

Some Busy Beavers have been very busy writing
poems about winter. And I'll let you read them right now!

In Winter

| wanted to make a showman
on a windy day.
But it was too cold.
| asked my mother
if she wanted to play.
She said she was too old.
Then | saw a snowflake
falling from the sky.
I wanted to catch it
But it was too high.

So good-bye.

by Busy Beaver Jacqueline Riemersma

My Snowman

| will make a snowman

I will give him a carrot nose

Then to find blue marbles for his eyes

He will stand like a showman

And when he has to, he will pose

To anyone who looks up at him with surprise.
My snowman will have a corn-cob pipe
He will have a woolly scarf and hat

He will have five buttons down his middle
Though he isn’t the type

To sit on a mat

In front of a fire playing a fiddle.

by Busy Beaver Helena Blokhuis

From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Caro/ Ann
Lubbers. We are happy to have you join us. Be
sure you join in all our Busy Beaver activities, Carol
Ann!

And a big welcome to you too, Car/ Dorgeloos. | see
you are a real Busy Beaver already, sending us a poem with
your very first letter! Thank you, Carl. Keep up the good
work.

Of course you may join the Busy Beaver Club, Faith
Schoen. We hope you will join in all our Busy Beaver activi-
ties and really enjoy being a Busy Beaver. Write again soon,
Faith.

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club /rene Schoen. We
are happy to have another set of twin sisters join us! We

hope you will really like being a Busy Beaver. Bye for now,
Irene.

And a big welcome to you, too, Karen Wiegers. We are
always happy to have a new Busy Beaver join us. | think you
had a very nice Christmas holiday, didn't you, Karen?

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Henriette Bosscher.
We hope you too, will be a real Busy Beaver and join in all
our Busy Beaver activities. | think your big sister will like to
help you sometimes, am | right?

I'm glad you like “Our Little Magazine,”” Karen Schout-
en. That's very important for a new Busy Beaver, of course.
| hope your brother is all better again by now, Karen.

Hello Cathy Bouwman. I'm glad you had such a nice
Christmas holiday. Are you still having fun in the snow?
Thank you for your letter, and the quiz, too, Cathy.

How are your organ lessons coming, Yvonne Byker?
Does your family enjoy your new organ? And thank you very
much for your contribution to the Birthday Fund, Yvonne!
Sometimes | think some of the Busy Beavers have forgotten
we have it!

Thank you for your letter, Karen Ellens, and your poem
and puzzle too. Sounds as if you had a really good time at
Christmas and New Year, Karen. Bye for now.

Hello Cynthia Dam. It was nice to hear from you again.
Thank you for making up such a nice quiz for us, Cynthia. |
think the Busy Beavers will enjoy doing it!

Your riddle was very funny, Jacqueline Riemersma. |
think the Busy Beavers will like it, and your poem, too.
Thank you for your letter.

Thank you for your story, Caroline Marissen. It was nice
to hear from you again. Write again soon, Caroline.

How do you like living in your new house, Helena Blok-
huis? I'm glad you live so close to your friend now. Thank
you for your poem. Keep up the good work, Helena!

Thank you for the puzzle, Jane Vreugdenhil. The Busy
Beavers will enjoy doing it, I'm sure. Write again soon, Jane.

* X K K ¥

QuUIZ TIME

Here is a riddle for you from Busy Beaver Jacqueline
Riemersma. She wrote:

“Once there was a policeman who caught a man
speeding. He gave the man a ticket.”

The man said: “l have permission to speed. It says on
my licence.”

The police said, “Let me see.”

The man said, “’See, it says right here: Tear along the
Dotted Line.”

| think you will like Busy Beaver Karen Ellens’ puzzle.
Can you fill in all the Bible names?
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Who Am [?
1. | led the people of Israel to Jericho.

11. How many disciples did the Lord Jesus have?

2. | hid the two spies under some drying flax.

3. 1 went inside a fish’s mouth.

4. | saw a well when God opened my eyes.

5. God asked me to offer Him my only son.

6.1 am a queen who saved my people.

Do you know the names of all these Bible people in
Busy Beaver Cynthia Dam’s quiz? Answers next time!

How Many?

1. How many times did Peter deny the Lord Jesus during

the trial?

2. How many of the ten lepers returned to thank the Lord

Jesus for healing them?

3. How many times did the devil tempt the Lord Jesus in

the wilderness?

4. How many men were appointed to assist the apostles of
Jerusalem with the business affairs of the church?

5. How many men carried the paralytic to Christ and lower-
ed Him through the roof?
6. How many loaves of bread did the Lord Jesus have to
start with when He fed the 5,000?
7. How many years did the Lord Jesus live on earth?

8. How many people did the Lord Jesus meet on the Em-
maus Road?
9. How old was Abraham when Isaac was born?

10. How many times did God cal! Samuel in the night?

12. How many days did it take Nehemiah and his men to re-
build the walls of Jerusalem?
13. How many men did Gideon have in his army when he
fought the Midianites?

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

Now let’s see how well you did on last time’s quizzes.
First let's check the Tools of the Bible quiz.

1. potter’s wheel 7. pruning hook

2. hammer 8. axes
3. saw 9. yoke
4. nail 10. sling
5. plow 11. threshing instrument
6. wine press 12. goad

And here are the answers to Finish the Sentences:
verse 1: Ramathaimzophim; Ephraim; Elkanah
verse 2: Hannah, Peninah
verse 3: Lord; Shiloh; Eli; Hophni; Phinehas; Lord
verse 9: Shiloh; Hannah; Eli; Lord
verse 12: Lord; Eli
verse 14: Eli

Busy Beavers, NEXT TIME | hope to announce WHO
was the WINNER in our Birthday Finish-the-Story Contest!
Hope to see you all then. Bye for now.

With love from your,

Aunt Betty.
With thankfulness to the Lord, xlttl:' g:g:?lj(jy tvovet;lr?n(ihl?rr\ge iﬂg Engaged:
\S/\éioirénso;:.ce the birth of our birth of our son: JACKIE NIJENHUIS
' ADRIAN DAVID and

Born on January 15, 1977.
A brother for: Michael.
Henry and Anne Schouten
(nee Beukema)

8946 - 154 Street,
Surrey, B.C. V3R 4J2

Born on February 1, 1977.
A brother for:
Michelle Antoinette and
Walter John
George and Marta Bartels
(nee VanderWoerd)
R.R. 2, Ancaster, Ontario.

February 5, 1977.

18 Dumbarton St.,

Guelph Line, Ontario N1E 3T3.
444 Victoria Road,

Apt. 106, Guelph, Ontario

N1E 5J8

With great joy and thankfulness
we announce that God has en-
trusted to our care another child:

BRENDA TERESA

Born: January 24, 1977.
A sister for: Geraldine, Frederick,
Scott, Sandra, Kevin.
Donald and Tiena Bos
R.R. 3, Smithville, Ont. LOR 2A0.
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Immanuel Christian School, Winnipeg, Manitoba,
requires:
1 TEACHER
for Grades 1,2, 3

Duties to commence September 1977.

The Board of the School Society invites applications
for this position. Please direct all applications and/or
inquiries to:

Education Committee, c/o Mrs. W. Gortemaker
506 Winona Street,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 2N8

Phone: (204) 222-7095

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Surrey,
B.C., is in need of a:

TEACHER

Duties to commence September 1977.
For information contact:
Mr. S. VanderPloeg, Principal
809-14th Street, New Westminster, B.C.
Send applications and correspondence to the secre-
tary of the Board:
Mr. W. Dam,
19671-46A Avenue, Langley, B.C.

Because of vacancies in our Staff, the Board of the
"Ebenezer”’ Canadian Reformed School of Smithers,
B.C., invites applications for:

A. For High School: A teacher for general academic
subjects, preferably English and French. Subject
package can be discussed with the Board and
Staff.

B. For Elementary Grades: 2 teachers. In both cases
it is possible to apply for the position of teacting
principal.

For information write to the principal: Mr. J.J. Hoek-

stra or the Board of the “Ebenezer’’ Canadian Reform-

ed School at: .
Box 2439, Smithers, B.C.

VO0J 2NO
Please submit all applications to the Board.

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Edmonton,
Alberta, requires a:

TEACHING PRINCIPAL
and
ONE OTHER TEACHER

for its 9 grade, 3 teacher school, scheduled to open,
D.V., in September, 1977. Please direct your inquiries
or applications to the secretary:
c/o H.J. Noot
13315 - 139 Street,
Edmonton, Alberta T5L 2C3
Phone: (403) 454-2174

Due to expansion and the possible addition of a Grade
XIll, Guido de Bres High School in Hamilton, Ontario,
will need:

Three or Four Additional
TEACHERS

in the following subjects or combinations:
Bible, Church History and Confessions — English —
German — Senior Science — Mathematics — Draft-
ing and other vocational subjects — Some commer-
cial — Junior-level academic subjects.
Applications to be sent, if possible before March 15th,
to:
Prof. Dr. J. Faber,
Chairman of the Education Committee,
374 Queen Street South,
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 3T9

For information please contact the principal;
Dr. F.G. Oosterhoff,

c/o Box 6247, Station “’F”’, Hamilton, Ontario
Phone: (416) 525-9800 (school); or
(416) 388-4747 (residence).

The John Calvin School of Smithville, Ontario, is in
need of:
TEACHERS

for the term 1977-1978.
Applications and references for these positions should
be sent to the secretary of the Board before March 1,
1977:
Mr. D. VanAmerongen,
Russ Road, R.R. 1, Grimsby, Ontario

Information can be obtained from the principal of the
school:
Mr. M. VanderVelde,
295 Aberdeen Road, Beamsville, Ontario
Phone: (416) 563-8383

Opportunity in Houston, B.C.

Heavy Duty Truck Shop in Houston, B.C., requires
fully qualified and experienced

HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC

Apply in writing to:
Nadina Truck Service
c/o A. Brienen
Box 44, Houston, B.C. V0OJ 120
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PUBLISHED 5 TIMES A YEAR — 20-24 PAGES PER ISSUE PLUS COVER
Each issue contains 5 or 6 Outlines

CONTENTS OF LATEST ISSUE:

GENESIS (19)

(Translation of a third booklet containing eleven outlines on Genesis (Chapters 25-50) by Rev. | de
Wolff. Published by the Bond van Gereformeerde Meisjesverenigingen in Nederland, Theo Thijssen-
plein 26, Utrecht, 1973. Translated by Mr. Joe Plug — Abbotsford, B.C.)

JACOB AND ESAU BLESSED (Genesis 27, 28:1-9)

The Church and Her Confessions

(The following is the text of an essay written and delivered by Mrs. F. Ludwig at the occasion of the fif-
teenth annual convention of the League of Canadian Reformed Women’s Societies in Ontario held in

Burlington (East), Ontario, October 13, 1976.)

Numbers (17)

(by the Rev. Prof. H.M. Ohmann)
Numbers 20:1-13

THE MINOR PROPHETS — AMOS (1)

(English version of Schetsenbundel — De Kleine Profeten by the Rev. P. Lok of Kampen, The Nether-
lands. It was published by the Bond van Gereformeerde Vrouwen and “De Vuurbaak,” Postbus 189,
Groningen, The Netherlands. Translated by Mrs. Rita Kuik, Carman, Manitoba.)

AMOS 1 AND 2

Christ and the Family (6)

(English version of W. Meijjer, Leven met Christus in het Gezin, 2nd ed., “De Vuurbaak,” Groningen
1973. The translation is by Mrs. G. Ravensbergen, Smithville, Ontario.)
Chapter X — The Atmosphere in the Home

Anlmals Of the B'ble — D. Teitsma

If you did not subscribe yet — DO IT NOW.

SUBSCRIPTION $5.00 PER YEAR.
GROUP SUBSCRIPTION THROUGH YOUR SOCIETY — $4.00 PER YEAR.

PREMIER PRINTING LTD.

1249 PLESSIS ROAD, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2C 3L9




