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Editorial
diloria

For He became man

that we might become divine;

and He revealed Himself through a body

that we might receive an idea of the invisible Father;
and He endured insults from men

that we might inherit incorruption.

(d.154)

Two names stand out in the history of the early Christian
Church, Augustine and Athanasius, the former for the Church
in the West, the latter for that in the East. Both are our broth-
ers in the Lord, although we often call them church fathers,
and both are beloved brothers because they fought against
the secularization of Christ’s congregation. Augustine battied
in Latin for the doctrine of grace over against Roman
moralism, and Athanasius wrote his fierce Greek treatises on
the doctrine of Christ in order to ward off Eastern speculation.
His name is attached to our third ecumenical symbol, the so-
called Athanasian Creed, and our Book of Praise mentions
not only his years 293-373 A.D. but cails him “the champion
of orthodoxy over against Arian attacks upon the doctrine of
the Trinity.” Did he, the young secretary of the bishop of
Alexandria, not attend the Council of Nicaea {325), and did
he, soon bishop himself, not spend seventeen years in exile
for the sake of God's truth?

In our worship services on Christmas we often hear the
catholic confession about the only begotten Son of God, very
God of very God, Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man. It is good to
hear these words as an echo from Holy Writ: In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth; we have beheld His glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father (John 1), It is also good to hear
in these words a summary of Athanasius’ teaching.

Let us together glance over one of his books. It is the
second volume of an apologetic work. Our brother defended
the Christian faith and tried to convince Jews and Greeks that
Jesus is the Christ. This second volume is entitled On the
Incarnation of the Word, and his manifestation to us through
the body. It is one of the classics of the Christian Church and
typical for the Eastern orthodox understanding of our Chris-
tian faith. Will it not be good to listen to our brother Athana-

sius? Let me tell you of some of the features that struck me
- when [ reread this book in these weeks before Christrnas,

First of all, it is characteristic of Athanasius that he
stressed the harmony between God’s act of creation and His
work of redemption. Qur Creator is our Redeemer and our
Redeemer is our Creator. Right in the beginning, Athanasius
states: "We must first speak about the creation of the
universe and its creator, God, so that in this way one may

congider as fitting that its renewal was effected by the Worc
who created it in the beginning. For it will appear in no way
contradictory if the Father worked its salvation through the
same by whom he created it"” {1). Time and again the authol
comes back to the same point: God the Word created anc
God the Word redeems. Who was needed, he asks, excep
the Word of God, who also in the beginning had created the
universe from nothing (7)?7 He was needed not only to restore
God's grace but also to make us know the Father. “So again
who was needed but God the Word, who sees both soul anc
mind, and who moves all things in creation and by then
makes known the Father? For it was the task of him who by
his providence and regulation of the universe teaches abou
the Father, also to renew the same teaching’” {14). in creatior
the providence God the Father operates through His Son, the
Logos. Would redemption be possible, except through the
same Word of God? Only God can restore us to the com
munion with God. In the Lord Jesus Christ we are redeemec
by God Himself. Athanasius does not mention Arius once
and therefore some scholars think that he wrote this book
before the struggle against the Arians began in 318. | follow
the opinion of those who date the book later {arcund 335). Be
that as it may, it is clear how important this struggle was. We
possess the text of a letter that Arius wrote to his friend anc
fellow student Eusebius. He complains bitterly “that the
bishop greatly injures and persecutes us and does all he car
against us, trying to drive us out of the city as godless men
since we do not agree with him when he says publicly
‘Always Father, always Son'. ... We are persecuted because
we say, ‘The Son has a beginning, but God is withou
beginning.”” Arius spoke of the Son as a mere creature
“constituted by God’'s will and counsel.” But how could ¢
creature bring us back to God? Athanasius was right: Goc
Himself had to come and redeem us.

A second characteristic of Athanasius’ book in his stress
on the motive for the incarnation. Why did the Son of Goc
become man? Answer: For our salvation. The Word of Goc
came to our realm; he is incorporeal and incorruptible anc
immaterial but “in his benevolence towards us he conde
scended to come and be made manifest” (2}, In his Greek the
bishop of Alexandria uses for “benevolence” the wort
“philanthropy.” The Word stoops down and shows his
lovingkindness. Does it not remind us of the words of Scrip
ture? When the goodness and lovingkindness of God ouw
Saviour appeared He saved us in virtue of His own mercy
{Titus 3:4, 5). In an illustrative passage Athanasius writes
about a figure which has been painted on wood. He may havs
had in mind the portraits on wood, such as Egyptians
attached to their mummies of the dead, as we may see in ou
museums today. The theologian from the land of King Tu
used this illustration: “For as when a figure which has beer
painted on wood is spoilt by dirt, it is necessary for him



vhose portrait it is to come again so that the picture can be
enewed in the same material — for because of his portrait
he material on which it is painted is not thrown away, but the
jortrait is redone on it — even so the all-holy Son of the
‘ather, who is the image of the Father, came to our realms to
enew man who had been made in his likeness, and, as one
ast, to find him through the forgiveness of sins; just as he
aid in the gospels: / have come to save and find that which
vas lost’ "' (14). Does this quotation from Luke 19:10 not indi-
:ate the motive for the incarnation of the Son of God? He did
10t come to Bethlehem to honour mankind, but to save it.
Ne should know the reason for the manifestation in the body
f the Word of such and so great a Father. We should not
hink that the Saviour put on a body as a consequence of His
ature. “‘Although he is incorporeal by nature and Word, yet
hrough the mercy and goodness of his Father he appeared to
1s in a human body for our salvation” (1).

When | read these passages | visualized those Greek
inbelievers in Athanasius’ days. They saw a great contrast
)yetween spirit and matter. Was it not folly to Greeks to speak
f the incarnation of the Logos? How could the Word
yecome flesh? Could He not reveal Himself through other
)arts of creation? Why did He not use a better instrument
such as the sun or moon or stars or fire or air, rather than
nerely a man? Athanasius has the answer: ““The Lord came
10t to show himself, but to heal and to teach those who were
wuffering’”” (43). It is the task of a healer and teacher to be of
iervice to those in need and to appear in a way that they can
year. Man had to be saved, and the Word, therefore, used a
wman body as an instrument for the true revelation of the
‘ather. Who would not think of the text quoted somewhere
yy Athanasius, about the children who share in flesh and
slood, and about the Son Who Himself likewise partook of
he same nature (Hebrews 2:14)?

It brings us to a third aspect of Athanasius’ doctrine of
edemption. He puts a strong emphasis on the contrast
yetween death and life, corruption and incorruption. The
zastern Christian does not think primarily in relations of guilt
ind forgiveness, but in categories of death and immortality.
Vian in paradise, Athanasius says, had received the promise
»f immortality in heaven. But if he transgressed, he “would
suffer the natural corruption consequent on death and would
10 longer live in paradise but in future dying outside it would
emain in death and corruption” (3). If man would keep his
ikeness to God Who exists, he would have remained incor-
uptible. ““Being incorruptible he would thenceforth have
ived as God, as also somewhere the Divine Scripture
leclares, saying: 7 said that you are gods and all sons of the
fighest: but you die like men and fall as one of the princes’
Ps. 82:6-7).” Butdeath entered the worldand corruption took
1 strong hold on men. What should God have done? Allow
:orruption to hold sway over men and allow death to capture
hem? It would have been improper that what had once been
reated rational and had partaken of the Word should perish.
should what had been created “’logical’’ by the Logos, return
o non-existence through corruption? Here Athanasius
jictures the work of salvation by the Word that became flesh
ind dwelt among us. “He had pity on our race, and was
nerciful to our infirmity, and submitted to our corruption, and
lid not endure the dominion of death. And lest what had
reen created should perish and the work of the Father
imong men should be in vain, he took to himself a body and
hat not foreign to our own” (8). He surrendered this body to
leath on behalf of all and offered it to the Father. But because
f the Word Who was dwelling in it, the body remained incor-

ruptible, and so corruption ceased from all men by the grace
of the resurrection. Christmas and Easter are directly related
in Athanasius’ thought. Life and immortality have been
brought to light. The bishop of Alexandria becomes lyric,
when he meditates on the incarnation of the Word. The incor-
ruptible Son of God became united to all men by His body
similar to theirs. The corruption has been overcome.
As when a great king has entered some great city and
dwelt in one of the houses in it, such a city is then greatly
honoured, and no longer does any enemy or bandit come
against it, but it is rather treated with regard because of
the king who has taken up residence in one of its houses;
so also is the case with the King of all. For since he has
come to our realm and has dwelt in a body similar to ours,
now every machination of the enemy against men has
ceased and the corruption of death, which formerly had
power over them, has been destroyed (9).
What shall we say? | hope that our readers have listened
attentively to our brother from Egypt who lived more than
sixteen centuries ago. | do not know of any Christian writing
in which the coming of our Saviour is proclaimed so clearly as
the way to victory over death. In this light | explain the
famous expression that the Son of God became man that we
might become divine. In the Library of Christian Classics you
even read the translation, “For he was made man that we
might be made God.” Athanasius literally wrote, ‘‘He was
humanized that we might be deified”” (54). To be sure, | think
that the bishop of Alexandria misunderstood the words of
Psalm 82 in which those to whom the word of God came are
called gods (cf. John 10:35). We should prevent all misunder-
standing and never use ambiguous words. Therefore, | would
not advocate that our ministers should preach that the Word
became man that we might become divine. It is dangerous to
speak of a deification of man. But it is evident that Athanasius
never meant to eradicate the boundary between Creator and
creature. Man does not sink into God, and he does not lose
his created nature. Athanasius tried to express for the Greek
readers of his days what Paul had proclaimed as our wonder-
ful expectation: the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the
children of God. We wait for adoption as sons, the redemp-
tion of our bodies (Romans 8). Deification with Athanasius
means sanctification and glorification.

We may be thankful for Anselm and Luther and Calvin
and all those other brothers who in the light of the Scriptures
tried to answer the question Cur Deus homo? Why did God
become man? We may be thankful for our Heidelberg Cate-
chism and its pointed question: ““What benefit do you receive
from the holy conception and birth of Christ?”” Answer: “‘That
He is our Mediator and with His innocence and perfect holi-
ness covers, in the sight of God, my sin wherein | was con-
ceived and brought forth.” “The sight of God” indicates God
as our Judge. Our Catechism knows about sin and guilt and
the need of a Mediator between God and us. There was the
need of reconciliation, and the Man Christ Jesus gave Him-
self as a ransom for all (I Timothy 2:5, 6). Christmas is con-
nected with Easter, but, first of all, it is a preparation for Good
Friday. The letters of the Apostle Paul are deeper and broader
than the writings of Athanasius. Nevertheless, also our
brother in Alexandria helped us to understand something
more of the mystery of our religion: God was manifested in
the flesh. Hallelujah. J. FABER
N.B. The quotations are taken from Robert W. Thomson (ed.)

Athanasius-Contra Gentes and De Incarnatione (Oxford: Clarendon,
1971).

539



I

What follows is, the translation of
an article in De Reformatie of August
11 of this year. August 11, 1944, is the
official date of the Liberation. Again
this year quite some attention was fo-
cused on the Liberation in The Nether-
lands. A book was published: Het Vuur
Blijft Branden (The Fire Continues to
Burn). And in two consecutive issues
of De Reformatie the two speeches of
Prof. Dr. K. Schilder, held on that date
before and after the reading of the Act
of Liberation or Return, were pub-
lished. it may be a good thing to have
all the speeches with the “Act” trans-
lated into English and put together.
What follows here is the first speech. |
have taken this over in our magazine as
a tribute here in Canada and the USA
to the Liberation of thirty-five years ago
— a gracious act of our Lord for which
we here also can and must be thankful
every day again. Without it we would
not be what we are.
The Rev. W.G. De Vries prepared
the speech for publication and gave it
an introduction. | give that introduction
first:
It is with great pleasure that in this issue of
August 11, 1978, we can publish the
speech which Prof. Dr. K. Schilder held
thirty-five vears ago at the well-known
meeting in the Lutheran Church in ‘s-
Gravenhage.
Until now only the speeches of Rev. H.
Knoop, Prof. Dr. S. Greijdanus, and Rev.
D. van Dijk, delivered at that historic meet-
ing, have been published. The opinion
took shape that nothing of Prof. K. Schil-
der’s words at that meeting had been re-
corded. In 1970 Prof. H.J. Schilder wrote:
“Miss Brandsen has not recorded any-
thing of the words of Prof. Dr. K. Schilder,
which he spoke at that meeting, because it
~ was deemed advisable that nothing of his
- be put in print in order to avoid, as much

' as possible, further possible difficulties
with the occupying power” (Handboek
1970 ten dienste van De Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland, page 205).
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Who, then, has made this report (ob-
viously in shorthand), is not known to me.
It has been “in hiding”’ in the Schilder-ar-
chives for years. We are thankful that it

can be published precisely this year.

Thereby we also publish the explanation
of the Act of Liberation or Return given by
Prof. Schilder at the same meeting. It is set
up in the form of a report, but it clearly
renders what was at stake.

Besides the other things that have been
and will be published this year in remem-
brance of what happened thirty-five years
ago, these two speeches, in my opinion,
are an important contribution toward the
understanding of the lasting significance
of the Liberation as a gift of the LORD to
His struggling and — in faith — over-
coming church.

After this the speech itself follows:

The Hague, August 11, 1944

Brothers and Sisters,

When | lectured to the students in
Kampen for the last time in the month
of June 1942, | never could have
thought, at that moment, that this
would be the last time that, in the name
of the Reformed churches, the way to
do so remained open to me and the
charge was given. And when | had left
the pulpit on Sunday, July 5, 1942, in a
church of that time which was known
to us all in the federation of our chur-
ches, | could not have suspected either
that the next time | should see and
mount a pulpit would be in the Luther-
an Church on the Burgwal in The Hague.
Nevertheless, God wanted it this way;
and the first manner, the first condition,
for speaking and for hearing rightly this
afternoon and this morning is that we
take our startingpoint here: in what has
happened lies a decision of the LORD
that we must begin to honour as being
incomprehensible, in order to think of
that other pillar which rules our think-
ing as well, and which must direct our
way; that other pillar which stands be-

Prof. Dr. K. Schilder

side the one of "It happened,” namely,
“It is written.” What has happened is,
in as far as it is deterrnined in God's
counsel, unfathomably deep in wisdom
and in justice, and, | believe, at the
same time also full of grace. But when
we, from our side, must take a step on
the way we have to go every day, that
next step can and may only be taken in
complete obedience to the revealed
Word, that is, to what is written. Only
in this way does our deed, which re-
mains our deed, correspond, in a God-
pleasing manner, with His deed which
we know from His counsel; and only in
this way can we, with fear and trem-
bling, usher in this day and tomorrow,
and, if necessary, even ring it in as a
new day in the fear of the LORD and
according to His own will.

When we face the question today
what must be done in our churches, a
very short outline of the most impor-
tant features of the picture of our chur-
ches of this time may be added, on one
point, to the word of the chairman; and
that one point is the life of the churches
in their General Synod. When |, there-
fore, from my side, indicate with a
single short word why, according to
my positive conviction, a total corrup-
tion — “total” in the sense of “irrevoc-
able for the present” — has entered
the ecclesiastical synodical life, | point
out several matters which, in my
opinion, are decisive for knowing the
situation. Personally and frankly, | con-
sider the evil of hierarchy to be the
main cause and the main sin of ow
ecclesiastical synodical dealings of late.
When Dr. A. Kuyper brought the
people together in 1886 for the churct
struggle of those days, he spoke of the
second hierarchy. The first one was



1at of Rome, against which the fathers
yught in the Church reformation in the
xteenth Century; and the second was
1at of the Dutch Reformed Church of
10se days, in which God is possibly
oing things today that can put us to
rame. If | see things rightly, the third
ierarchy is present today in our chur-
1es. | immediately admit, the circum-
ances are different, the manner
. different, the intentions also differ
ntirely in many respects, but it is and
)mains hierarchy, i.e., interfering from
e top in the life of Christ's own
hurch; and interfering, without being
:quired to do so by God's own Word
nd will, in the free act of the believers
/ho are gathered and organized in
ach place in the name of Christ. A
/pical mark of hierarchy is always that
board at the top places itself above
1e church assembled and gathered by
hrist in each place. Who does not see
1at this is the characteristic and, at the
ame time, the sin of what people have
ared to do these days in our chur-
hes? Men have been suspended and
ave even been deposed from office,
/hile the local churches have not been
ackoned with whatsoever, nor the
ond between the church which calls
1 the name of the Lord, on the one
and, and the minister called by her, on
1e other hand, honoured. It is as if the
‘hurch Order no longer contains Ar-
cle 79, in which the rights of the local
hurch fully are acknowledged; or Ar-
cle 85 in which is stated that no
hurch nor office-bearer shall lord it
ver any other church or office-bearer.

When De Cock in 1834 saw the
lassical board as a summoning and
rosecuting power, he still had a con-
istory that said, “Hear us, for he is our
vinister.”” When today in our liberated
hurches a different meeting comes —
ot even a classical one: the Classis is
Iso bypassed; not even a regional one:
1e Regional Synod is also bypassed;
ut the General Synod — and starts to
uspend and depose, the consistory no
»nger even get a chance to say:
Come and hear us.” This is hierarchy
1 the most absolute form.

When in our church life today the
uestion arises how, in practice, we
ave to recognize the synodical deci-
ions, then on the one hand — and cor-
ctly so — we state emphatically:
emember well, God is a God of order.
Vith equal emphasis, we also say: Bear
1 mind, synodical decisions or synodi-
al dealings must be recognized by
'e churches, as long as things go

according to the good, established
order, in the church-orderly way; |
emphasize: the church-orderly way.
But when, at the same time, something
else is being concealed, trouble
develops from it; it causes the ruin (?)
of our church life with regard to these
matters. Our Church Order also
contains that good, solid means of de-
fence against all hierarchy, which
states: A decision agreed upon by a
majority vote shall be considered
settled and binding, unl/ess it be proved
to conflict with the Word of God or the
adopted Church Order. On the one side
God’'s Word, and beside it, boldly
beside it, also the Church Order; like
two standards both usable; and like
two boundaries, both describable; for
the obedience of consistory and indi-
vidual, whoever he be, over against the
decisions of major assemblies. God's
Word and the Church Order; what goes
against that will not be obeyed. If that
statement had not been in our own
Church Order, the floodwaters of hier-
archy which always preys upon us like
a spring flood, could not have been
held back. But, thanks to God'’s grace,
with this means of defence this flood
has been held back up till now. But
recently God has permitted that our
churches fell short on this point in
theory and practice, and that they have
constantly and knowingly said: It indeed
says, “considered settled and binding,
unless, once again unless, it conflicts
with Scripture and Church Order,” but
we make something else of it; we make
this of it: considered settled and bind-
ing in any case, in any case until the
next synod, until that synod may have
changed it. If this would be true, then
every Synod, or the very next Synod,
that made a decision violating the
Word of God and binding the con-
sciences against the Word of God,
would be able to break up the church
and scatter its members. If we have to
do what goes against God’'s Word, be-
cause the Synod says: | want you to; if
we have to do that, in any case for
three years, and even then still have to
ask: Synod, please change it, otherwise
we have to do it again; then reforma-
tion has been drawn to a halt; revolu-
tion has silently crept in; the church
and her life have been poisoned, yes,
paralyzed; and the life of the church
misses the safe boundary behind
which she has to seek refuge and, at
the same time, has to appear, in order
to take a firm stand against the stream
of sin and enmity coming from all
sides.

Theological College in Kampen.

You will say: Alright, hierarchy;
here and there we see a small begin-
ning of it. But perhaps you say: There
are other things at stake, especially
doctrinal decisions; and on that point
hierarchy is not the stumbling block. |
would love to do one thing: | wish |
could say, “With regard to the doctrin-
al matters, that is a doctrinal matter,
and only a doctrinal matter, and as far
as that is concerned there is no hier-
archy involved.” If that were so, the
matter would be much easier. Then |
would have been deposed, not be-
cause of causing a schism, but because
of false doctrine and heresy. Then Prof.
Greijdanus, whom the churches owe so
immensely much, also would have
been suspended, not because of fight-
ing against a doctrinal pronouncement,
but because of false doctrine and
heresy. Then would have been main-
tained, also afterward in the Acts of the
meeting, and thus maintained before
God’s own countenance, what has
been stated publicly by Synod and also
has been in the newspaper; namely,
that a candidate for the holy ministry,
called by a church in the name of the
Lord, a man whom we as professors
have acknowledged as having passed
his examination with full honour; that
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such a man was deviating, as it was
called, from the confession, Articles
33/35 concerning the sacraments. |
wish it were so that they said and main-
tained: Whoever does not fully accept
the doctrinal pronouncement, is a
preacher and importer of a false doc-
trine and heresy. Then everyone would
know what he was up to. Then clarity
would have been created, and then
spirituality, with her sister, objectivity,
would have gone hand in hand in our
churches. But so deeply has the dis-
tress come over us and the sin been
brought into our [church] life, that even
these doctrinal questions are seen from
the angle of hierarchical or non-hier-
archical church-government.  Prof.
Greijdanus has been suspended be-
cause he fought the doctrinal pro-
nouncement of Synod. If there is one
man who, if the Synod had been right,
these last years has deserved to be ex-
communicated because of false doc-
trine and heresy, it would be he. For
during the past months and years al-
ready he has used his pen indefatigably
to say loudly, frankly, and freely,
““What is being said, is not true. For
God says something different and the
Lord speaks different words; and the
binding on earth is [to be] different, for
it is different in heaven.” But even the
man who said this loudly, repeatedly,
emphatically, in public, has not been
suspended because of false doctrine
and heresy, but because he was fight-
ing ecclesiastical [synodical] doctrinal
pronouncements.

I admit, God is and remains a God
of order in every church formation.

That is true for Prof. Greijdanus, for
Rev. D. van Dijk; that is true for the
candidates; that is true for me; that is
true for all; that is true for elders and
deacons; God is a God of order. But if
the order which He establishes is
indeed His order, not just a matter of
putting our affairs in order; if it is His
order, then it follows that the church
which judges someone who has to say:
“| cannot agree, | cannot do it, | may
not be spared herein,”” does either one
of two things: either she says: he who
says he cannot do it comes in conflict
with what we regard to be the revealed
truth of God on the basis of His clear
Word, and thus he is a heretic and
importer of a false doctrine; or she
says: we do not dare to do that; and if
we do not dare to do that, we have
confessed at the same time that we
have said too much. Our binding was
not God'’s binding; our conditions were
not His conditions. We have said too
much, and therefore we go back. We
seek the brethren. We never bind on
earth, unless we know, know for cer-
tain: our binding-on-earth is His bind-
ing-in-heaven. And since we do not
dare to do this in the present situation,
we go back for the sake of peace,
knowing that the reward in heaven is
great for those who are not concerned
about prestige and about saving face
but who ask what the revealed will of
God is, and that alone. Fighting a pro-
nouncement is what a revolutionary
does, certainly; but also a reformer: he
does so just as well. Fighting a pro-
nouncement is what Beelzebul does, in
the church; but also the Holy Spirit; the

Fagu/ty of the Theological College in Kampen in 1946. From left to right: Lecturer Ds. D.K.
Wielenga, Prof. C. Veenhof, Prof. P. Deddens, Prof. Dr. S. Greijdanus, Prof. Dr. K. Schilder,

Prof. B. Holwerda and Lecturer Drs. D.J. Buwalda. (Lecturer Dr. H.M. Mulder is missing from
this picture.)
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servant of the One, the satellite of the
other. Fighting a pronouncement can
and may never be the ground for
suspension and deposition, but that
[ground] may only be that a person
fights what the church states and pro-
pounds and confesses in His name.
And if that is missing, the suspending
assembly, which evades that question
and yet says: ““l expel you, when it
comes to the point, from the Lord’s
Supper,” has put the stigma of hier-
archy on its forehead — even if this
assembly objectively is right, that its
pronouncement was indeed according
to the Word of the Lord. And that is
why — alas — the conclusion remains
that hierarchy is the great distress and
sin of the church these days among us.
Because of this hierarchy one begins to
see bitter off-shoots; going here and
there you can find them vyourself:
elders and deacons who are deposed in
the final process, while no one can
show that it is according to the Form
for the Lord's Supper — suspensions
and depositions, which they bound to
the right and to the left with accommo-
dation proposals and small pacification
ideas, with efforts to trim and compro-
mise.

In a time like this it is precisely the
people who try to compromise who are
the greatest stumbling-block that Satan
places on the path of those who are led
into the fire. Certainly, when it can and
may be done for the sake of the peace
and the unity of the church, everyone is
in duty bound, for the sake of Sion, to
yield where his own person can yield,
and to give what he can give, with the
recognition of the Lord’s justice. But |
say at the same time: Woe to him who,
in order to save his own cause and to
guarantee his own rest, no longer
binds the church to her own words. If
the church says: in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit | baptize you and later says:in the
name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit | excommunicate
you, then may God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit keep
every man, whoever it might be, who
wants to connect the one thing with
the other by compromising and mud-
dling. Let him say one thing: a people is
lost when the golden standard is gone
and the sound guilder; and the church
is marred and violated and reviled and
ruined from within when her papers are
devaluated, when her oaths are looked
at as if they no longer are oaths, and
when her bans are looked at as if they
were moves on a chessboard in order



-t gatnd of, or to bring in, whomever
mév want, according to the need of the
‘And therefore, | have refused to
aacemaﬂy effort of mediation which
would give in on the one point, but
would deny the other, which would
_deny that a disciplinary measure is at
stake and not simply a conflict be-
tween one party and another party.

And now, if this is the Lord’s rule,
vou know how things stand in the
matter of the binding of candidates to
the pronouncement that the seed of
the covenant must be considered
regenerated and must be considered
sanctified in Christ, until the opposite
shows later when the child grows up.
Against that binding we must continue
to fight — precisely because binding, if
done by the church, is not a matter of
church-politics, but a matter of the
justice of the Lord, or of violating the
justice of the Lord; precisely because
binding to such a formula, and to
others, does not simply mean the
possibility to impose silence upon a
certain group for a certain time, but has
to be and fo remain an action with
which the church, with God's authority,
opens the pulpit and the pulpit-books
for whom God opens them to adminis-
ter, and closes for whom God closes
the administering.

it is not the doctrinal pronounce-
ment as such, therefore, that has been
the cause of the division, although
there are many who, objectively,
cannot bring its contents, sharply
analyzed, in agreement with the Word
of the Lord, but it is the binding which
causes the big trouble. For if the bind-
ing remains, the church of today, even
though she adorns the graves of proph-
ets in an excellent way with much elo-
quence at set times, nevertheless, with
words of abuse, has hooted after many
prophets in their grave who have
served her with honour also in the
vears before and after 1892. If she is
now going to bind to a formula, she
has, through this addition to the
confession, precisely as confession,
placed an obstacle in the way of seek-
ing unification with all those who have
said in this church, drenched with the
blood of the martyrs, that the believers
have to come together in churches,
and that the churches have to come to-
gether in a federation of churches, on
the basis of the Three Forms of Unity,
and of these only.

Certainly, we -recognize the
church’s right to say, when the forms
are violated, “It is not this way,
but that way.” Think of Assen 1926,

Without a doubt, the church has the
right and even the obligation to tell a
person who wants to teach something
that conflicts with the Forms; “Your
teaching is in conflict with the Forms of
Unity, and therefore we throw you out.
But then the church, saying this, must
also dare to maintain that what she has
put down here now in this situation as
a new pronouncement has been drawn
from the old. It is the old contents and
not a new formula.

And | have already said: that is
something the church today does not
dare to say. She does not dare to say
that this pronouncement of 1942 is so
definitely, from a to z, the Word of
God, revealed from above, that every-
one who says it differently violates the
Forms and is known by God and by us
as a heretic. But, if she does not dare to
say this, then every pronouncement,
even if objectively correct, is still a
stumbling-block in the church, because
it is an addition to the confession and
thus a narrowing of the basis on which
everyone is obligated to join the true
church. And if it pleases God, in the
Dutch Reformed Church perhaps, or
perhaps among the Christian (Free) Re-
formed (Christelifk  Gereformeerd)
brethren to prepare soil in which the
plant of willingness can grow, namely,
of the willingness to find under one
pulpit all those who accept the confes-
sion in good faith, then we must not
beforehand stand in the way of this
holy duty of ours to say to these
people: “Here we are,” by binding
above the confession where God does
not bind and by putting in the block
feet which are ready to preach, saying,
““You may not preach,” and by playing,
with churches that call and ciasses that
examine, a game of hierarchy, in which
there is no seriousness any longer, and
from where the rhythm of the Holy
Spirit has gone, where it merely is and
remains a matter of what the majority
says. Safe in the arms of the majority.
May God grant us to say: Safe in Je-
sus’ arms; safe at Jesus’ breast; Safe,
where binding and ministry stand only
on the ground and basis of His holy
Word, of the unabridged, yes certainly,
the unabridged confession, and in that
way to call, to call together, to drive to-
gether, if need be, the church in the
whole country which we may call
catholic; that means the church of
Christ Jesus, which never can and may
be known from the tracts of sects with
their narrowing and their particulariza-
tion, but which we know and must
know from the marks of the true

church, that is: the pure pi
the gospel, the pure adminis
the sacraments, and pure chu
pline, which rescunds in heave
tually: which sounds in heav
sounds on earth a discipline which
avails itself of God's own gospel with
great grace, and which otherwise bears
the mark of objectionableness and can - .
be sure of the indignation of God in its
consequences. | shall not say one more
word now about the fact that, in my
opinion, the principles of justice were
used wrongly, principles which even
the world knows and applies. Every
bitterness and incident be contraband.
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Prof. Dr. S. Greijdanus.

We ask to see the line which God
draws and nothing else.

But, having said all this, and stick-
ing to the main issue, the question
arises “What to do? What to do?”” May
we say: “Well, it is terrible, and we are
very concerned, but we shall be on the
look-out (uitkijken) for what happens
further?”” if you wish to replace the
word “look-out” by “look” (kijken),
“see,” then | say: “Oh, yes; let us see
what happens further.” That means
one thing in the first place: do not walk
away obstinately in an angry mood,
and never be the man of whom the
angels can say that he, without neces-
sity, has caused a schism, or that he
has enlarged the schism. | am con-
vinced that the schism has been made,
not by some concerned person, but
only by the decisive, maintaining action
of the General Synod which rejected
mediation. And in so far as we now see
the schism which exists, and say, “It
has happened,” we simply do a Chris-
tian action.

However, | said already: we know
two pillars for our actions. The one is:
“It happened,” and the other is: “It is
written.”” The Synod caused the
schism, and made it. This | take as the
“It happened.” Now | myself and you
yourself. We today stand in a church
and in the midst of a people which
says: What are you yourselves going to
do now? Then we, from our side, may
not take the very next step on the way
of the order and policy of the day
except it be according to the written
Word: “It is written.” And what does
that mean? Among other things also
this: though others made the schism,
you must say, ‘“That deed has its
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consequences and requires an answer
and reaction from me,” but you may
never say, “They made that schism,
andInow eagerly shallbroaden it.”” May
God almighty keep us from doing that!
And every action from our side which
broadens the schism for which we
have to give account, comes from the
evil one. But acting as if there is no
schism also comes from the evil one;
acting as if parents, who have to say at
the baptism of their child this coming
Sunday that they acknowledge the
doctrine taught in this Christian church
to be the true and complete doctrine of
salvation, may say that, while they may
not say it, also comes from the evil one.
It is also wrong to act as if it is not pos-
sible that every office-bearer who ad-
ministers baptism on Sunday asks: Do
you swear the oath that you will in-
struct and bring up your child in this
doctrine,”” while those parents can and
must say: ““That | do not want to, and
cannot, promise, according to my con-
viction.” In other words, the schism
which exists is urgent; with every deed
the schism is present, making wry
faces at us and asking, “What are you
going to do now?”’

When the Lord’s Supper is ad-
ministered, he who administers it and
hands out the bread and wine to those
who sit at the table must say, “This | do
in the church of today, in that church-
federation which excludes those whom
we honour as brothers in Christ, who
are not excommunicated by Him and
are not expelled by Him from the table
of the Lord.” Yes, when it is Sunday
morning, and there is no baptismal font
and Lord’s Supper table present, but
the bells toll 10:00 o’clock, and a man
ascends the steps to the pulpit, and
says: in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and that
man comes in this way (with the gesture
of blessing), lifting up his hands, with
authority, over the assembled people,
and says: this gesture is not mine, poor
soul, but Christ's, Who says through
my service: | bless you in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit; then, at that moment, in
which the minister comes in this way
(with the gesture of blessing) to the
church people, the question is appro-
priate: Man of God, how is it with the
schism? In what federation are you
standing here and are you coming so
(with the gesture of blessing)? In
whose name are you standing here and
coming so? Who authorizes you to say:
", a little man of flesh and blood, stand
up with authority and say: ‘He who

blesses is more than the he who i
blessed.” ” And, further, another ques
tion: You man who blesses, the federa
tion to which you belong, and the
name in which you are authorized
excludes from the right to do so (ges
ture of blessing) brothers who are
called your brothers according to you
conviction, if you are concerned.

Has the federation been broken
yes or no? On that question there mus
be an answer. And where the one lin¢
is: never cause a schism in a self-willec
way, and the other line: never heal ¢
schism in a self-willed way; or where
the one line remains: If Thou dost no
come along, LORD, do not make ut
break up from here, but the other line
remains: If Thou dost not stay here
LORD, do not make us stay here; if the
one line says: keep what you can keep
but the other line is concretely: breal
what God has already broken, so tha
breaking becomes your only answe
according to God’s Word, then you wil
understand that herewith the one line
cannot be complete. And those whc
called you together today for this meet
ing are of the opinion that they mus
point out and say here that it must be
possible to find the word and that it al
ready has been found which answer:
and recognizes the double line. On the
one hand, we may not, in a self-willec
way, break down that work of God's
grace, which God gave in this country
and which | call the Reformed Chur
ches in The Netherlands, and we may
not cut off the possibility of a restora
tion of the breach. But, on the othe
hand, we may not resign ourselves t¢
the situation for three years instead o
marching as soldiers of the Lord, an¢
so viclate our prayers; we may no
spend a few years muddling, trimming
compromising, and saying, “It will be
alright, medically and juridically,” while
we live under a preaching, even
Sunday, which is only a matter o
craftiness(??). But what has to be don
now, is also, by virtue of the recogni
tion of these two lines, pointed out in ¢
draft act which has not been, and wil
not be, signed today by anyone; whiclt
also is not meant to serve as a mode
for all; but which locally, here anc
there, and perhaps also at other places
has served, and can serve, as a delinea
tion of the two lines. | propose to reac
this draft act to you in order to say tc
you, “That is the way we see it, anc
that is the way in which we have to an
swer in the fear of the Lord, according

tous.”
J. GEERTSEM/
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THE CHURCH:
THE BODY OF CHRIST

Here follows most of the last arti-
cle from the hand of Prof. L. Doekes in
his series about the Church. Itappeared
in the issue of June 23 of this year of
De Reformatie. Above the article he
placed the heading, “The Body of
Christ.” First we read:

The Body of Christ is constantly in motion:
it grows every day. It will be clear that we
mean His congregation which, in the lan-
guage of God’s Word, is named with that
beautiful name: His body.

It strikes us time and again that Scripture
uses this name very concretely and direct-
ly as an indication for the church as a total-
ity in this world, but at the same time and
not less of a local congregation.

Prof. Doekes then gives an example of
the Bible's speaking of the body of
Christ as a totality and points to Ephe-
sians 1:23,
where the Holy Spirit speaks about the
glory of the exalted Christ. The glory
which God has granted to His Son as the
Mediator finds its fulfilment especially in
that He as the heavenly gift is given by the
Father to His congregation to be her Head
and Lord. Of that congregation it is said,
therefore: she is His body, connected as
completely with Him and belonging as
much to Him as our human body forms a
unity with our head.
Prof. Doekes writes that this name of
the church is placed at the end of
Paul’s words in Ephesians 1 about the
glorious gifts of God in Christ to His
people. He continues:
In these riches the church may praise Him
wherever, in His Name, the congregation
is gathered out of this world. It is the uni-
versal bliss of that church in its totality,
joined together by Jews and Gentiles who
believe, the great multitude out of all the
nations. Of that church it may fully be said:
she is the body of Christ.
Before | continue with what Prof.
Doekes writes about the local church’s
also fully being body of Christ, | would
like to point out a very important
aspect with respect to the church’s
being called the body of Christ. Some
time ago | had the privilege to listen to
a lecture by Prof. J. Faber at the Col-
lege in Hamilton. It was a lecture on the
church as the body of Christ. Now
what | am going to render from that
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lecture here is my own reproduction for
which Prof. Faber is not responsible.
But he showed and stressed that the
background of Paul's speaking about
the church as the body of Christ is not
Gnosticism or some kind of biotistic
mysticism, but it is the Old Testament,
in Psalm 118:22, “The stone which the
builders rejected has become the head
of the corner.” In that word “head”’ we
must first of all hear the idea of a king
and ruler who has authority. That this
meaning of authority is dominant for
the headship is clear also in Ephesians
5 where we read about the husband as
head of his wife as Christ is the head of
His church, while the characteristic of
church and wife is there: submission to
the authority of the head. We can
compare this with | Corinthians 11:3
where the same is expressed. From this
we may again conclude that also in
connection with the church as body of
Christ the stress has to be on the bibli-
cal norms. That is what our Confession
does too. Characteristic of the church
as the body of Christ is the obedient
submission to Him and, consequently,
to His Word. In Prof. Doekes’ article
this also comes out again. Let us return
to what he writes further:

But Scripture uses the name of honour
“the body of Christ’” no less directly and
concretely as predicate of a local con-
gregation with her various members.
What Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus
and in other places he impressed, in a
more elaborate way, on the members of
the church at Corinth, the congregation in
which so many spiritual gifts drew atten-
tion, but in which at the same time so
many dissolving and destructive powers
were at work. It is not by accident that pre-
cisely in the letter to this congregation he
wrote so extensively about the reality of
the body of Christ, and about the place
and the task of each of the members of
this body with respect to each other (I Cor.
12:12-27). As all the members of our body,
however many they may be, form one
body, so it is with the body of Christ, His
congregation; and that are we, for by one
Spirit we are all baptized into one body,
and we have all drunk of one Spirit.

One Spirit, one body — that is the reality
in the church of Christ. Every member of
the congregation has to be deeply aware
of this. And in order to mark this once
more as a direct reality Paul concludes his

explanation with the concrete word di-
rected to all: You are the body of Christ
and each one individually a member (I Cor.
12:27).

That is enough. The church has her
hands full with this task till the last day.
From | Corinthians 12 it is clear how the
exalted Christ wants to give a place to the
gifts and offices in His congregation, in
good order, through His Spirit, in order
that this body receive the care which it
needs. To that body belongs the regular
administration of the Word of God and the
sacraments, and the faithful application of
discipline, in order to nourish and preserve
the unity of the church and to keep every-
thing in obedience to God. Just love, true
love to God and to the neighbour, will let
itself be led herein by Christ's Word (I Cor.
13). He who does not reckon with this
commandment of the Lord will experience
his judgment: he is not acknowledged by
God (14:38).

On the basis of these and other clea
Scripture  passages, our Confessior
speaks about “the body and the com:-
munion of the true Church” (Art. 29, B.C.)
It is remarkable that this notion of the
body of the church has a dominating place
in our Confession, not only in Articles 2¢
and 29, but also further in Articles 30-32,
where the instituting and establishing of &
certain Church Order is called useful anc
beneficial for maintaining the body of the
Church.

How plain and clear and real the body of
Christ is depicted in our Confession, anc
how much it is reckoned with in faith, car
be seen especially in Articles 28 and 29.
Over against every intention of our flesh tc
keep ourselves away and to isolate our-
selves from the life and struggle of the true
church in pride or in dejection, it is empha:
tically confessed in Article 28 that all are
duty bound to join and unite themselves
with it and to maintain the unity with it “‘as
mutual members of the same body.’
Separating oneself from the church, or fou
whatever reason not joining oneself to it, is
not extenuated in a gentle way, but is
frankly indicated as going against God's
commandment. This type of language is
offensive in our time of ecumenical anc
pluriformity thinking. It seems a daring
pretension of the Reformed church tc
have the courage to put things so strongly
Nevertheless, Calvin and De Brés and theil
fellow-believers have presented them
selves with this Confession. That was no
the consequence of a kind of obstinacy
and stubborn desire to voice a separate
“Reformed” sound in the multi-voicec
chorus of the many Protestants. They
have brought this Confession to the fore
as the obedient answer to the revealec
Word of the exalted Christ [Italics mine
J.G.]. For the church is not our business
She is His body, the temple of God.

In this connection it is also important tha
our confession, in Article 29, discerns
clearly between the body and communior
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of the church and the attitude and conduct
of the members of the church.

>rof. Doekes points to the fact that the
Jible teaches us that there are hypo-
rites and unbelievers in the church,
ind people who do not live a Christian
ife. Also the practice of life shows this.
‘But,” says he,
on account of this, indicating and recog-
nizing the body of the church does not be-
come an unclear or impossible thing to do!
That there are, temporarily, harmful ele-
ments in the church who have a disastrous
influence, is a fact. But by it the existence
and the upbuilding and the growth of the
church as the body of Christ does not
result in an unclear problem. For the Word
of God is not unclear: It is a shining light,
which makes the twilight and the shadow
disappear and causes the contours of
God’s church-gathering work to be clearly
evident.

In that light we learn to discern the body
and the communion of the true church.
Every doctrine and organization which
does not accord with what Christ, our only
Teacher, has taught us in His Word, does
also not serve His body. The church is not
being gathered and united through those
(deviating doctrines and organiza-
tions), but is being scattered: they hinder
the growth of the body. Where a congre-
gation or a group of churches permit
themselves to be guided by a tradition or
doctrine which does not serve the unity of
the body of Christ, we are not allowed to
say: that is another revelation of the body
of Christ [Italics mine, J.G.]. What really
serves the formation and preservation of
that body is not a product of human wis-
dom, but can only be learned from the re-
vealed Word of God. Therefore, all
proclamations, all organizations, and all
ecclesiastical practices have to be
measured according to the standard of
that Word. And everything that does not
accord with it has to be done away in
humble obedience.

Prof. Doekes refers here to Ephesians
4:15. By way of binding us in obe-
dience to the truth we build the
Church. And he continues:

If we are guided by the data of the Scrip-
tures as they come to the fore in our Con-
fession we can and have to come, “dili-
gently and circumspectly,” to a judgment
with regard to all kinds of ecclesiastical
communities which ask our attention
these days; and more than that: they try to
legitimate themselves as the congregation
of the Lord Jesus Christ and seek contact
and ask for recognition.

We cannot avoid determining what our
attitude has to be with respect to them. It
is not by accident that we meet other
Christians who press us to establish our
position . ... Our spiritual isolation does
not mean that we hide in this world. Our
Confession about the church as the body

of Christ is precisely meant to be a public
testimony and a call: Come and go with us
in the way of the church, the way of God's
Word.

What Prof. Doekes writes here is
important. He places the emphasis on
the local church and the federation of
local churches when he speaks about
the church as the body of Christ — that
in the first place; and in the second
place, the emphasis is on the obe-
dience of the church to the Word,
which characterizes the body of Christ.
In this connection | would like to come
back to what was dealt with in the first
Press Review in this series about the
church. It was about the fact that many
do not seek and find the Church or the
communion of saints in the local
church and a church federation, but
precisely beyond the walls of the
denomination and outside of that
church. Prof. Doekes stated that that
was not right. It was not the royal way
of the Holy Spirit, the way of obe-
dience to the Word of God: every one
who calls upon the Name of the Lord
must break with iniquity, and, in that
way of obedience, must maintain the
unity of the church. Other ways of
seeking unity and the communion of
saints, across the church walls, he
called “by-ways.” We may say:
“human by-ways.”

Therefore | am of the opinion that
also we must not seek the communion
of saints and the body of Christ else-
where than in the church which we
indicate to be the true church, whereof
we are, and believe we must be,
members: that church that can be dis-
cerned from other communities by the
norms of the Bible as confessed by the
church. Let us bind our calling to
practice that communion of saints to
that church, to that body of Christ,
which is the true church according to
Articles 28 and 29 of our Belgic Confes-
sion. Even though we do not deny that
we find sincere believers outside our
church(es); and even though we can
say that they also belong to the true
church of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the
sense that they also ought to be fully
members of that church now and
should not separate from it — they
should come and join the true church
because they actually belong there;
and even though that faith in Christ
Jesus joins and draws the members
toward each other, at least when there
is the sincere willingness to go the obe-
dient highway toward true unity in the
truth; we should not use this fact as

cornerstone for building the com-
munion of saints on it.

This will have its consequences with
respect to all kinds of organizations.
There is, for instance, the school
matter. | consider it not right to be
separate in the matter of church
membership on the ground of what
one sees as obedience to the norms of
God’'s Word for gathering the church
as we confess that in our Creeds, and
say, therefore, that the communion of
saints must be practiced here in this
true church; and then to use the “com-
munion-of-saints”” as the basis for co-
operation in all kinds of organizations,
like, e.g., a (more or less general) Chris-
tian education. With respect to the
church we say we cannot be one, one
communion of saints, because of
certain deviations and disobedience;
can we, then, in the school matters turn
around and be one, one communion of
saints, while also there the same
people, members of an unfaithful and
deviating community, lead and teach?

The reader should keep in mind
that | do not judge Canadian Reformed
parents who send their children to a
(general) Christian institution of learn-
ing, because, e.g., there is not an own
Canadian Reformed institution of learn-
ing available. That is not the point. | do
not object to the fact that parents
would much rather send their children
to a Christian school than to public
school. No; | object to the fact that
some do this on the basis of the com-
munion of saints that they think they
have with others with whom we are
not one on the point of church
membership. | could also cooperate
with my Roman Catholic neighbour in
fighting against the legalization of abor-
tion, and against abortion anyway. But
| do not cooperate here with him on the
basis on the communion of saints. |
want to keep the practicing of the com-
munion of saints to the church, and to
together listening to the preaching of
the gospel and to receiving the sacra-
ments together, and so to that concrete
body of the church.

Prof. Doekes continues his article
by pointing to the situation in The
Netherlands: In the Dutch Reformed
Church there is doctrinal freedom, like
in the Synodical churches, so that there
cannot be cooperation with them,
since there is no unity in true faith and
in obedience. He also points to the fact
that the Netherlands Reformed Chur-
ches do not maintain the Reformed
Standards, nor a Reformed Church
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Order. He speaks about the negative
and disappointing attitude of the Chris-
tian (Free] Reformed (=Christelijk
Gereformeerde} churches which still
have not shown from the Word of the
LORD why there cannot be unity on
the basis of having and maintaining the
same confession. Further he mentions
the contacts that are made with be-
lievers and churches abroad and the
communion sought with them. He then
writes:
Also here apply the above-mentioned
marks of the body of Christ as He has re-
vealed them to us in His Word. Our feeling
of amazement and joy about the discovery
of a communion which calls itself after

Christ may not prevent us from having the
Word of God enlighten and lead us. A
communion which, e.g., reverently keeps
and maintains the Lord’s Supper, but
rejects the sacrament of infant baptism
which also is given by God, obstructs the
growth of the body of Christ. In such a
case one cannot confess gratefully: one
body, one Spirit. That is also an impedi-
ment to taking part in the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper there. We may not over-
look this when we are invited to take our
place at the table there. It seems hard and
loveless, but for the sake of the truth in
Christ we may not create the impression
of a unity which really is not there.

Is, herewith, everything said about
the body of Christ? Fortunately not! For

His Spirit works not only there where, in
obedience of faith, the communion of this
body is revealed. The Spirit also works to
the outside in order to penetrate in erring
communions, and to open eves and hearts
there for the truth of the gospel. He calls
unto reformation, unto leaving ways of
error, and unto the practicing of the true
communion of the church according to the
Scriptures. Also with regard to that we
may say: the body of Christ grows every
day.
That is how Prof. Doekes concludes his
series of leading articles. | hope that
taking most of them over in Clarion has
been useful and instructive.

J. GEERTSEMA
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“Parsniing is probably the most
demanding and challenging oooupation
in modern society, and yet little or no
frgining s g}rwidea@ for i other than
that of example.” These words form
the Introduction %:e:; recent newspaner
article on the growing popularity of
tocal child care dlinics and information
cantres, These organizations offer ad-
vica to andous parents who fes! inade-
aquate and ill-prepared for the difficult
task of rearing their children. Many
books have also been written by self-
styled experts in the field, including
pediatricians, child care workers, and
peychoiogists. So uncertain have many
parents fell sbout their own abilitiag,
that an entire generation of chiidren
has been raised on the wisdom of the
wall-known Dr. Benjamin Spock. Each
crisis was met by a quick perusal of the
well-worn  volume Bashy and Child
Dare, and the appropriate advice was
zeglously followed. Many of today's
parents, howsver, have become disifiu-
sioned with this method of raising
ong’s children “by the book,” but their
search for answers continues. Parent
Eftectiveness Training (P.ET.), a pro-
gram pioneered by a Dr. Thomas Gor-
don, has gitracted thousands of par-
ants by promising o reveal the hidden
secrets of thelr difficult task, From all of
this it is evident that we have become a
child-centred society, as is being so
clearly demonsiiated in this “Interna-
tional Year of the Child.”

No one should be more keasnly
aware of the difficulty of being a parent
than they who wish 1o raise their chil-
dmﬂ by Biblical standards. Living in a

socisty that has largely abavdw d the
;i‘&ém{?ﬂd “Jdudeo-Chyistian”  values,
we are faced with the formidable task
ot eguipoing owr children 10 serve their
Creator amidst the decadence and
apostasy of these modern times, Thay
face Hfe in an age of unprecedentad
mioral and spiritual decay, wherg abor-
ton, pomography,  homosexuality,
sthelsm, and pofitical and social revolu-
ton are not only openly advocated, but
puaarded by many as & natural and
wealthry state of affairs. The mass
nadia have shrunk our world 1o a glob-
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illage, so that the problems of hun-

W siam racism c_ﬁw‘mm? us 23

suttering sround mem, am“ hdsvmr no
hope or faith in the futt e, many of
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wday's young people have entirely re-

jected all vaditional valuss., Some, In
rebellion, wun o viclence and crime.
Others withdraw into the escapist
world of the drug addict, Sl others,
and thelr numbers are increasing in
alarming proportions, give the only
answar they know 1o the futility of thelr
axistence — they commit suicide.
Faced with the task of preparing
their children for life in such a world, it
should not surprise us when also many
Christian pavents fee! inadeguaie and
ii-prepared. Is being & good parent a
skili that is acguired by observing
othars, such as parents and friends? is
it sumething we develop through ex-
perience, so that we improve with
practice? {This would suggest that the
yvoungest child should turn out much

better than the oidest, something
which the members of my family
would be qguick 1o disprove. 'UN there

perhaps & good reason for us 1o look
outside of ourselves, and also atternpt
1o raige our children by the book'?

For {‘%“misn parenis the m.;mary
sourcebook must, as in all areas of if
undoubtedly be the Bible, It is in zr%
book that we find the basic guidelines
for all our reletionships, including that
of parent and mied, in the first place,
the Bible reveals that both we and our
hildren are by nature sinful, inclined to
# rather than good. This knowladge
should make us more m:&éiﬂ*i«: in our
expactations, both of ourselves and of
them, &t z«z%m rﬂeimﬁ us o refute the
popular nulation and environment,
the mnam qmﬁd'&%@ of the child will
predominate. Rather than being “blank
tablets” upon which society in general,
and parents in particuiar, maks their
H“‘;}’”%‘Eﬁﬂ,ﬁ& we know that our children
are "born and concelved In sin.” While
the world may continue 1o blindly be-
lieve in the innocenge of childhood,
there are few parents among us who
have not been confromted by the wil
fuliness of aven a newborn infant, and
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amazed at the speed with which such a
gmall bundle of joy can becoms a
tyrant in the homae,

in ﬁ&mems 12 we are confronisd
with the sobering thought that the par-
ent’s relationship with hiz child should
be ms::r:ﬁe%ed gfter God's relationship
with man. This implies a grest re-
xsg:m*,gtam‘« - ong which we can only
hope to fulfil through the aid of the
Holy Spirit. The task de@m ands not only
much fervent prayer for divine assist-
ance, but also grest diligence and

Hort on our part. 1 is no part-time job,
a fact which was long ago pointed out
by Moses to the people of lsrasl in
Deuteronomy  6:8,7, "These woids
which | command you this day shall be
upon yvour heart, and vou shall teach
hern diligently to your children, and
shall talk of them when you sit in vour
house, and when you walk by the way,
and when vou lie down, and when you
rise.”” From this it is evident that the pri-
mary task fawng the Christian parent is
to educate his children in the knowt-
edge and fear of the Lord, It Is urgent
that this is begun at g very early ags,
ﬁ‘e::s;r Proverbs 22:8 instructs us 1o “Train
a,hu& in the way he should go, and
whm e is old he will not depart from
it.”” A modern saving echoes this sentl-
ment when it states: “As the twig is
bent, so the tree inclines. “The sarly
formative vyears are seen as vital in
determining the future cowse of 2
perons’s fife.

Although it provides ,s essential
frarnework for the ;u.&rem hitd relation-
ship, the Bible does not amays give

§
the

apecific answers for the many prob-
lems involved in the sveryday a@;}eﬂ"is
of childrearing. Even though thay
undersiand and belisve the Biblical
injunctions concerning thelr role, many
Christian parents may vet feel bewil-
dered w%“m confronted with the com-
plax demands of parenthood in todav's

worlkd, it isin “rwa context that L would
fike to discuss some of the books

which may prove hsipful in relating
Biblical principles to our daily responsi-
bilities as parents. | would like 10 focus
particular attention on the work of two
men, namely, D, Jay B, Adams and Oy,



James Dobson. Although they differ in
style and approach, these two authors
possess unusual insight into the prob-
lems faced by Christian parents. Keep-
ing in mind that all human endeavour is
bound to be far from perfect, it is im-
portant that we test also these works
as to their reliance on God's Word.

In his book Christian Living in the
Home, Jay Adams deals first with the
primary relationship in the home,
which is that between husband and
wife. Since our children learn far more
from our example than from our words,
it is vital that the renewing power of
the Holy Spirit be evident first of all in
our marriage. We must not demand
more of our children than of ourselves,
for it will soon become apparent that
they follow, not the path we have indi-
cated, but the footsteps we ourselves
have made. This matter of example is
especially important in teaching our
children one of the most vital skills
necessary to their future spiritual and
mental health, namely, the ability to
solve their problems in a Christian way.
Children do not need to regard their
parents as perfect, but need to see
them confessing sin and solving con-
flicts in a Biblical way. Rather than
blaming his sinful behaviour on others,
or on circumstances, the Christian
must focus on his own reaction to the
problems of life. The early years of a
child’s life offer parents an excellent
opportunity to counsel him in this
regard, both by word and example.

It is the father who must, accord-
ing to Adams, accept the primary re-
sponsibility for the instruction and
discipline of his children. This may
sound somewhat unrealistic today,
when many mothers undoubtedly
spend much more time with the chil-
dren than do their husbands. Although
children are commanded to honour
both parents equally, the authority of
the mother is none the less delegated
to her by the father. As the head of the
household, he is held responsible by
God for all that happens in his home,
even during his absence, and this re-
sponsibility extends also to the educa-
tion of his children by others. Although
this principle may be accepted in
theory, it is often sadly neglected in
practice. Fathers are often too busy
providing for the material needs of their
children to become personally involved
in their education and discipline,
whether in the home or at school. By
abdicating their position of leadership,
they have neglected the words of
Ephesians 6:4 which instruct them to
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bring up their children “in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord.”

In regards to discipline, Adams
emphasizes that it must be charac-
terized by dignity. A parent’s position
of authority may never be abused, for it
does not depend on superior strength,
size, or even wisdom, but is delegated
directly from God. As a child matures,
he should become increasingly aware
that obedience to parents means sub-
mission to the will of God. The dignity
of discipline can only be maintained
when it is exercised according to Bibli-
cal standards, and Adams therefore
stresses that the extremes of both
underdiscipline and overdiscipline
must be avoided.

Parents are guilty of underdiscipline
when they fail to be clear and consist-
ent in their demands. Children may be
“provoked to anger’” when the rules
are arbitrarily changed according to
parental whims and moods. To be
consistent is one of the most difficult
requirements of parenthood, and once
again it may benefit us to pay heed to
the example which God gives in deal-
ing with His people. Throughout the
Old Testament He made very clear to
Israel the laws they were expected to
obey. Secondly, both the blessings of
obedience and the punishment for dis-
obedience, were fully understood. And
lastly, when rebellion against His com-
mands occurred, the predetermined
penalty was applied. In this connection,
Adams suggests that, with older chil-
dren, parents may wish to discuss with
them beforehand a definite “‘code of
conduct,” so that the rules are clearly

established and mutually agreed upon
In this way, parents will avoid the pit
falls of a haphazard approach based or
anger and frustration.

Overdiscipline is the opposite side
of the coin. In their eagerness to be
good parents, many Christians over
react against the permissiveness of the
secular world. They equate discipline
with punishment, rather than seeing i
as a training process which includes
both love and authority. Such parent:
may make too many rules, all of whict
cannot possibly be enforced, or they
inflict penalties which are not appropri
ate to the infraction involved. For ex-
ample, the use of the rod, although Bib
lically sanctioned, is not appropriate ir
all instances, especially when parenta
demands are unrealistic in terms of the
capabilities and maturity of the child
Adams also reminds us in this regard
that Christian discipline should involve
rewards as well as punishment
According to Ephesians 6:2, “honou
your father and mother” is the firs
commandment with a promise. By the
use of rewards, we should not try tc
manipulate our children, but should at
tempt to reflect the blessings whiclt
God also promises his people wher
they live in faith and obedience before
him. In this way, the rewarding of gooc
behaviour may be as effective a meth
od of training our children as is the rod.

The second author whose works
would like to discuss is Dr. James Dob
son. His first, and perhaps most well
known book, is Dare to Discipline. In i
he issues an urgent appeal for disillu
sioned parents to abandon thei



'hands-off”’ policy, and again accept
he responsibility of instilling in their
hildren a healthy respect for authority.
\Ithough he agrees with Adams on
nany issues, his training as a psycholo-
jist predisposes him to different meth-
yds. For example, there is some contro-
'ersy about his strong emphasis on the
ise of rewards in discipline. He urges
yarents to employ the “Law of Rein-
orcement,” which states that ““Behavi-
wr which achieves desirable conse-
juences will recur.” For instance, if
lohnny finds that each time he cleans
1p his room he receives a candy, he is
ikely to keep up this “good” behavi-
wur. Dobson advocates the reward
iystem because of its effectiveness in
)btaining the desired results, implying
hereby that the end justifies the
neans. But should children obey
simply to obtain a material reward, or
should parents strive to develop in
hem a sense of responsibility, as well
is an understanding of why they must
»e obedient? Unlike Adams, Dobson
ends to neglect the spiritual develop-
nent of the child in this regard, espe-
sially when he is mature enough to
inderstand the motives for his be-
1aviour.

Criticism of some of Dobson’s
mnethods should not obscure the fact
‘hat he shows great insight into the
difficulties faced by both parents and
children. He is not an abstract philos-
opher, but deals plainly and frankly
with the everyday problems of life. He
‘eserves a special sympathy and con-
sern for parents involved in raising two
of the most difficult age groups —
toddlers and teenagers. During the first
years, the basic rules of discipline and
oehaviour must be formulated. If prop-
erly established, such early patterns
will hopefully carry the child through
until he reaches one of the most diffi-
cult stages of his development — the
transition from childhood to adulthood.
Because these two periods of chiid-
raising seem to present the most ten-
sions and problems, Dobson devotes
much of his time, in both this and sub-
sequent books, discussing how they
can become a little less turbulent for all
concerned.

Dobson feels that the most vital
aspect of a child’s personality which
determines his development in his self-
image or self-esteem. In his second
book, entitled Hide and Seek, he warns
parents that, while it is essential that
they mold the will of the child, they
must take great care to protect the
spirit. The will may be as strong as iron,

even in an infant, but the spirit is deli-
cate and easily damaged. In his work as
a pediatrician and child psychologist,
Dobson has seen scores of children
whose characters have been perma-
nently scarred by the abuse or neglect
of their parents. The horrors of child
abuse are regularly and graphically de-
scribed in our daily newspapers, and
the psychological and emotional dam-
age inflicted on children in this way can
well be imagined. Although Christian
parents are, hopefully, not guilty of
such extremes, it is possible that they
do fail to instil in their children a healthy
sense of security and self-confidence.
This may be due to one or both of the
following reasons. 1) Parents may
place far too much emphasis on the
worldly standards of beauty and intelli-
gence, rather than on the unique
importance of each child in the eyes of
God. Children who are physically
unattractive, or who cannot compete at
school, are thus placed at a great dis-
advantage. 2) Parents may fail to sepa-
rate the child from his misbehaviour,
directing their displeasure at him per-
sonally rather than at what he has done
wrong. Consequently, the child does
not feel the love that should permeate
all aspects of discipline, and the result-
ing insecurity may have long-term
effects.

At a very young age, children be-
come adept at building defences, so
that their insecurity and feelings of
inadequacy will not be obvious to
others. Just like adults, they often wear
masks in public, in order to protect
themselves against criticism or ridicule.
Some children withdraw into them-
selves, while others become loud and
belligerent. Dobson feels that both par-
ents and teachers must learn to see life
through the child’s eyes, in order to
recognize these defences for what they
are. To say that misbehaviour is always
a matter of wilfull disobedience is to
greatly oversimplify a complex issue.
This does not imply that we should
excuse such behaviour, but that we
should try to understand the reasons
for it in order to deal with it effectively.

All children have strengths and
weaknesses, and, like adults, they are
often much more conscious of the
latter than of the former. As parents we
must try to see our children objectively,
difficult as this may be. Ratner than
making unfair demands of them, be-
cause of what we would like them to
be, we must help them develop their
particular, God-given talents. In this
way, children can learn to compensate

for their failures in other areas, while at
the same time they obey God’s com-
mand to develop their talents to His
glory.

Dobson’s last book, entitled The
Strong-Willed Child, is not concerned
with a special category or group of chil-
dren, for he feels that the child with a
strong will is not the exception, but the
rule. After again emphasizing many of
the points we have already discussed,
he has some special advice for the par-
ents of that most trying child — the
troubled teenager. Although many
older people like to reminisce about the
carefree, happy days of youth, they for-
get that for many the adolescent years
are among the most difficult and turbu-
lent of a person’s life. Although Dob-
son feels that tensions during this
period are inevitable, if parents keep in
mind the following points, the conflicts
during this time can be greatly re-
duced.

1) The teenager desperately needs
the acceptance and security of his
family. Peer group pressure is strong-
est during this time, and there are daily
assaults upon his dignity and self-
esteem.

2) There must be an open line of
communication, so that the problems
he faces can be shared. In order to give
the necessary guidance, parents must
be interested in, and well-informed
-about, all matters affecting the lives of
their children. Rather than shying away
from sensitive topics, they must accept
their responsibility in preparing their
children for the often traumatic physi-
cal and emotional changes of puberty.
It is not enough to say, “Children today
know too much already,” for it is often
the wrong kind of knowledge from the
Wrong sources.

3) Parents must be prepared to
grant their children progressively more
freedom and responsibility as they
mature. The aim of all discipline should
be self-discipline, so that the young
adult is prepared to make his own sen-
sible decisions in life, rather than
remaining overly dependent on his par-
ents. Authority should gradually be re-
placed by equality, although this does
not imply a decrease in respect on the
side of the children, or of concern and
interest on that of the parents. The
time for “letting go”” may be a frighten-
ing one for parents, for they realize the
kind of world into which their children
are going. It is a comfort at such a time

Continued on page 579
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The seventh day:

Around the Sea of Galilee;
The Golan Heights;

The Galitee “Panhandie”

THE SEA OF GALILEE
AND SURROUNDINGS

On the afternoon of the sixth day,
Tuesday, the group was kept in sus-
pense cnce again. Just as on Friday of
the week before as we approached the
Dead Sea, another surprise was ahead:
the first view of the Sea of Galiles. On
the way from Nazareth and Kafr Kana
once again we were going down
through the hills to well below sea
level. As in the vicinity of the Dead Sea,
a sign indicated the point, but this time
the Sea was already close by. “Sea of
Galilee’” is its official name. You may
also say: Lake of Tiberias. Writing for a
Canadian reading public, acquainted
with their magnificent lakes, some of
which-belong to the most extensive on
earth {the Great Lakes}, | had beiter
speak of “Lake of Galilee” | hope you
don’t hold it against me that | keep
speaking of the Sea of Galilee

Let me provide you with some fig-
ures first. The Lake, | mean the surface
of the water, is only 208 m below sea
level;, onfy 208, if compared to the
Dead Sea. its depth is from 42-48 m; its
greatest length from.the north to the
south is 21 km; the breadth where the
western and eastern shore are farthest
from each other, 12 km; and the sur-
face 144 km? (if | am well-informed; the
data provided in the various handbooks
vary here and there). Our tour guide,
Amos, seemed like he was juggling
figures when he told the group that — |
guote him — 300 million m® of water
are taken out of the lake annually and
sent all through the land as far as the
Negev desert over against
1,000,000 m® the Lake receives from
the Jordan river.” In other words, this
sweet water reservoir is the main sup-
ply of the whole land. The Jordan
water project was completed in 1964,
and on our tour we have seen a part of
the concrete-lined canal carrying the
fresh water to Megiddo, from where it
is led farther {0 its destination via pipes.

Following the way from Kana to
Tiveriya {= Tiberias}, we saw on our

h.f?
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right hand the lovely valley of Jabne'el,
one of the valleys of Lower Galilee.
Right in front of us Qarn Hattin (Arab
name meaning: the Horns of Hattin}, a
ridge shaped like the profile of animal
horns, arose. At the foot of this in-
active volcano is the alleged Tomb of
Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, and his
daughter. Anyway that is what the
Druzes say; the Druzes are that peculiar
sect that broke away from the Islam
and which we were going 1o mest
more often on our way through Galilee.
Once a year Druze pilgrims come to
visit this spot. The place is also known
for the crushing defeat the Crusader
army suffered at the hands of Saladdin
in 1187 A.D. It heralded the beginning
of the end for the Latin Crusader king-
dom in Palestine. As we descend
through the hilly region, the western
suburbs of Tiberias begin to iake form,
and when we rounded a corner we
came face to face with another of those
superlatively beautiful views in lsrael:
the Sea of Galilee,

There it lies, the harp-shaped lake
of blue. It is said that the name by
which it was known in the Old Testa-
ment, “Sea of Kinnereth,” is borrowed
from its particular form, that of a harp
{Hebrew: kinnor), but we cannot tell for
certain. Although it may diminish fo
insignificance if compared 1o the 1 wzmy
large lakes Canada can beast of, | still

would like to ask the reader which of
them all is swept by such a great his-
tory. No soconer does the traveller real-
ize what area he is entering, than the
history of the Gospels rises before his
eyes. i is mentioned only three times
in it he Oid Testament — Numbers

#:11; Joshua 12:3; 13:27 — but in the
Mew Testament it § zs really in the centre
of interest. it is here that our Lord
Jesus Christ began to preach: “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is nearl”;
that He called His first disciples; that He
performed His miracles; that He uttered
His blessings; the beatitudes, and ...
His “woe’’ to the cities that would not
repent: Chorazin, Bethsaida, Caper-
naum {Matthew 11:20ff.).

The historic sites along the shore
were visited by the two groups in a dif-
ferent order. in my report | take the lib-
%Z"{‘} to mention the cities and towns in

a geographic order beginning from the
southern-most  point. The second
group was taken here aiready on Tugs-
day afternoon, right after its arrival in
Tiberias. Instead of going to the hotel,
the bus crossed the city and left it
again. Passing Poriyyah we are in the
n@ighbc«mmad of such very famous
kibbutzim as Deganya, named the
mother of all kibbutzim, founded in
1908 and birth place of Moshe Dayan.
Soon we have reached the point where

the Jordan leaves the Lake, at its west-



wn rather than at its southern shore.
fou can hardly speak of a southern
»ank, because the Lake tapers down
oward the south. The bus had a stop
1ere, and the group left the bus to go
icross the bridge on foot to enjoy their
stay on this unforgettable spot by
nalking on its two banks. At the other
side of the Lake is the country of the
Serasenes (Luke 8:26ff.), the beginning
»f the Golan heights, once part of
Syria, now lsraelite occupied territory.
—ooking southward, just distinguish-
ible is the course of the Yarmuk river,
~hich empties into the Jordan south of
‘he Lake, the boundary between
Jordan to the south and Syria and
(since the 1967 war) Israel to the north.
Someplace at a distance is the point
where the three nations meet (het
Drielandenpunt).

Back from the Jordan the group is
now taken by bus through the city to
the hotel, after a stop in the centre of
town for banking and shopping pur-
poses. The Golan Hotel was the place
where both groups stayed for two
nights. It seemed to be right at the
edge of the sea, but, in reality, if you
would go for a walk down there, it
would take some time before you
reached the beach. Whether close or
not so close, the hotel commanded a
wonderful outlook, which all of us
enjoyed immensely, be it from the win-
dow of the hotel room or sitting on the
sun deck, staring out over the water
even after it had become dark, taking in
the scene. Is there any experience com-
parable to the quiet of a summer even-
ing? This applied the more now that it
was enjoyed here.

The Golan hotel, comparable to a
high-rise apartment building, towered
over the Lake, the other bank of which
was clearly visible. For one thing En
Geyv, the first settlement on the eastern
shore, was visible. One of the founding
fathers of this settlement was Teddy
Kollek, currently Mayor of Jerusaiem.
During the night the windows had to
be kept open a little, because the air
conditioning did not work properly,
but, consequently, the guests of the
hotel were bothered by the mosquitos
Tiberias is notorious for. Early in the
morning many of us were awakened by
the many-voiced choir of the roosters
of Tiberias. While some took it ill of
them, | learned of one in our group who
benefited from it, receiving the oppor-
tunity to take surprising pictures of a
sunrise over the Sea of Galilee. I've
seen his slides.

Let me now tell a little about

Tiberias. At present a city of some
24,000 inhabitants, centre for recrea-
tion and water sports, and a well-
known health-spa, it was founded in
New Testament times by Herod Anti-
pas. In honour of the then-emperor
Tiberius, he gave the city the name it
has borne ever since. Founded by
heathen, it was shunned by the ortho-
dox Jews since the foundations of the
city had been laid on a cemetery, in
clear contradiction to the law of Num-
bers 19. Grave sites had been laid open
and the bones of the dead exposed.
You read no where in the New Testa-
ment that our Lord has been in this city.
Born under the Law, He kept the Law.
He has had his followers here though,
for Joanna, the wife of Chuzas, Herod’s
steward (Luke 8:3), must have lived
here. However, later things would take
a turn, as Jews who survived the
devastation of Jerusalem apparently
took a different view. The name of the
city was reinterpreted and explained as
going back to the Hebrew word Tabur
= navel. Settling here and overcoming
the scruples of the forefathers they
turned the place into a centre of Jewish
learning and scholarship (t Kan ver-
keren/). The Jerusalem Talmud was
written here between 200 and 400 A.D.
The Masoretes lived and worked here
from the eighth to the beginning of the
eleventh century, to whom we owe so
much for the study of Hebrew. They
were the men who provided the He-
brew script, written only with conso-
nants so far, with vowel signs in order
to safeguard the correct reading for
coming centuries. They did anunbeliev-
ably painstaking work, by which they
really have indebted us to them. It is
here that you find the tombs of famous
Rabbis, of whom | would like to men-
tion Yohannan Ben Zakkay, founder of
the rabbinical academy of Japhne;

Rabbi Akiba and Me'ir Ba'al Haness,
giver of light and worker of miracles as
he was believed to be, both of the
second century; and of Moses
Maimonides, the renowned phi-
losopher and physician of the twelfth
century. In the sixteenth century a
wave of new immigrants, Jews ex-
pelled from Spain, moved into the
then-ruined city, permitted to do so by
decree of sultan Suleiman the Magnifi-
cent — a nice gesture of the magnifi-
cent sultan! The destruction was due
to a terrible earthquake, one of many
this area was afflicted with throughout
the centuries. One may consider that
wave of immigrants as the forerunner
of later Zionism; a kind of Zionists
avant la lettre, as they say in French.
This leads me to another subject,
related to this area, which | cannot pass
over in silence: the Hot Springs. For
what reason was a city founded right
here? All because of the hot springs!
Apart from a strange legend linking the
place with the name of King Solomon
— which we leave for what it is: a
legend — Herod Antipas, the founder,
was the first to build a bathhouse here,
with its lush facilities. He must have
known how much the Romans loved
them. He did everything to please the
Romans. On our tour we passed the
Roman bathhouse and saw school chil-
dren lining up in front of it. The waters
of these hot springs are volcanic in
origin and naturally heated to 60°C, and
are rich in various minerals. Ever since
the first bathhouse was built some
2000 years ago a tradition of remedies
against rheumatism, infertility in

women, and all sorts of ailments, has
been established. The curative baths
together with the tropical climate of
this sub-sea-level lake make Tiberias a
popular health spa. We did not visit the
baths nor the ancient synagogue with
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Ruins of a synagogue SR
. -
in Capernaum.
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its fantastically well-preserved mosaic
floors. Tiberias served as point of de-
parture for us for trips in the area,
rather than as a goal in itself. Well, the
reader will understand, you have to be
selective in your visiting; during a tour
to a land like Israel, | mean.

You can leave Tiberias by bus and
by boat. Both groups have made the
boat ride on the Sea of Galilee, the first
in the morning on the way to Caper-
naum, and the second in the afternoon
on the way back from Capernaum. It
was an experience by itself and a sight
we'll long remember. Unimaginable!
Unbelievable to be around, and now
on, the Lake where we meet our LORD
and His disciples so many a time; to
see all those scenes from the pages of
the Gospel come alive before our eyes.
To many it is the most beautiful spot in
the land. A cruise by launch across the
mirror-like Sea of Galilee is something
for which there is no substitute, in
order to truly relish the tranquility of
this lake. However, from the Gospels
we know that this placid body of water
can turn into a tempestuous sea. By
what is that caused? The reason is that
deep in the bowl of this lowest-fresh-
water lake in the world, because of the
heat above the surface, the air expands
and ascends with a depression result-
ing. Since around the lake the sur-
rounding hills come down to the shores
on almost all sides, it is the winds rush-
ing down from the hills that cause the
sudden storms. The air from the high
atmospheric pressure area is sucked in
through the valleys, so to speak, “and a
great storm of wind arose and the
waves beat into the boat” (Mark 4:37).

During the first tour we shared the
boat with another “religious” group
from the U.S.A., whose minister sat in
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Restaurant on kibbutz
in Golan Heights.

the cabin beside the helmsman, read-
ing passages of the Bible related to this
part of the land and then closing with a
long prayer. All was spoken into the
mike. “Helmsman,” | said, but it might
have been a helmslady just as well, for
during the boat ride we noticed our
tour guide, Luba, at the wheel, proving
her mastership in many fields. Well, be
it a he or a she, the boat was piloted to
the Capernaum landing stage without
problems. From the boat we had an
excellent view of the coastline.

Beginning from Tiberias, going to
the north, we first see the remainder of
Arbel, where the Jews put up a tough
resistance against the Syrians (in the
time of the Maccabees), and, a
hundred years later, against Herod's
army, but this time in vain. Following
the coastline our eye discerns the ruins
of Magdala, encircled by a stone fence.
Mary Magdalene was born here. It was
the most important town on the lake-
shore before the building of Tiberias.
Turning our gaze farther to the north
we discover Tabgha, the traditional site
where the Lord Jesus performed the
miracle of the multiplication of the
loaves and fishes. A church is built on
the site of an old Byzantine church. Of
this old church the mosaic flocr and a
remnant of the original altar remained.
Some time on this day, whether in the
morning or in the afternoon | cannot
remember, our groups could visit the
church. We were quite impressed by
the mosaic we could see in the semi-
dark, of which | would mention the
basket with loaves and the fishes, the
peacock, the heron, and the goose.

We are already on the northern
shore here, for the harp-shaped lake
does have a northern shore. Rising
above Tabgha is a gently sloping hill,

which also has its links with the life of
our Saviour; the Mount of the Beati-
tudes is the traditional place where He
opened His mouth and taught His dis-
ciples, saying: “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, etc.”: the Sermon on the Mount.
The round chapel on the top was built
by an ltalian order of Franciscans in
1937 and financed by the Italian gov-
ernment and its leader: the Duce
Mussolini. Our tour guides were not so
pleased, as was apparent from the face
they pulled in passing on this piece of
information. When |, in the most casual
sort of way, remarked that Mussolini
himself had never persecuted the
Jews, Amos retorted: “That may be
... although I'd say: Tell me who your
friend is and | will tell you what kind of
a man you are.” | could only agree with
him. We did not enter the church, we
only cast a quick glance through the
windows. | wonder whether it would
have been worthwhile. Moreover we
needed our time for Capernaum.

In New Testament times Caper-
naum was a thriving town. People liv-
ing here had mainly two means of sub-
sistence: Fishery and levying of taxes;
the latter because one is close to the
Jordan River, once the boundary be-
tween the tetrarchy of Antipas and that
of Philippus (cf. Luke 3:1). It was here
that our Lord had His domicile for some
time (John 1:39); that His prominent
disciples plied their trade; that they
were called and made fishers of men;
that He entered the synagogue and
preached. That was Capernaum in
times long ago. Today it is “‘agraveyard
of stones worked by the hand of man,”’
as | read somewhere as a striking
characterization. There are still clear
traces of the layout and size of a
second or third century synagogue,
probably erected over the one where
the Lord preached. The synagogue is
built of white limestone and is for that
reason conspicuous amid all the black
lavastone used for the other buildings.
Amid the ruins, the elaborately carved
capitols and friezes of Biblical and other
motifs meet the eye. The large rectan-
gular room was divided by columns
into nave and aisles. Best known
among the finds is a base relief of the
Ark of the Covenant in the form of a
temple on wheels. That is the repre-
sentation the Jews of 1600 years ago
had about the journey through the
wilderness of their ancestors another
1600 years ago in that century. Of the
other symbols | mention the seashell,
about the background of which our



tour guides had their questions; e.g.,
Was it originally heathen or Jewish?
They had the same question with
respect to the Star of David, wondering
whether it was originally a star or a
combination of two triangles, a super-
stitious use of an amulet to avert the
evil eye; the menorah or candelabrum,
etc.

The members of the second tour
certainly will remember the meeting
with the young man from Jamaica. He
was on a holiday trip or pilgrimage,
and, accordingly, was dressed very
casually, and for that reason refused
admission to the holy site of the syna-
gogue. Our group was not so surprised
about it, since some of them had
experienced the same at the holy sites
in Jerusalem, where bare legs and
shoulders had to be covered before
they were admitted to some church or
chapel. This applied to men just as well
as to the ladies, and we had learned
how to help ourselves in such a situa-
tion with a shawl or wrap. Outwardly,
they submitted to the rules on the Via
Dolorosa and now again in Capernaum.
But the young Jamaican wouldn’t
stand for it. He raised a loud protest,
and, standing in the midst of our group,
professed his faith along the lines of
the Apostles’ Creed, winding up by
saying that the Lord did not care how
someone was dressed and that Jesus
loved him in his shorts and knapsack.
Leaving this scene, we noticed a little
farther to the east, a nice, small Greek
Orthodox Church with five cupolas,
which we had seen already from the
window of our hotel room.

Less than three miles northwest of
Capernaum is Chorazin, and eastward,
just across the Jordan, is Bethsaida,
where Philip came from (John 1:44).
Only ruins are left.
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THE GOLAN HEIGHTS

Later that morning, at around
10 a.m., we crossed the Jordan River,
just north of the Lake. A great moment,
not only because we could see, close-
up, the river we'd heard so much about
— the bus had a stop and the pas-
sengers went down to the river to try
its water by tasting and paddiing,
enjoying the river landscape and each
other's company by splashing or other
innocent surprise attacks — but also
because we had the opportunity to be-
come acquainted with Trans-Jordan. In
the days of the Old Testament this was
the territory of the tribe of Manasseh,
in the New Testament its name was
Gualanitis, at present arabized to
Dzjolan or Golan, a part of Syria now
occupied by Israel. The land east of the
Jordan river rises to a height of over
1000 feet above the valley floor. It is a
black basalt area, the western edge of
Bashan which stretches farther to the
east. The soil is volcanic, and therefore
very fertile. In olden times it was re-
nowned for its particular breed of fat
cows (Amos 4:1) and sturdy bulls
(Psalm 22:12), great oak forests and
succulent fruit. Today the southern dis-
trict of the Golan Heights is covered by
wheat, while in the northern district
apples are grown.

In this occupied territory the Israel-
is have established no fewer than
twenty-six settlements, fifteen of
which are kibbutzim. Asked why the
Israelis had done so and whether it was
wise — it might create extra problems
in the course of negotiations — our
guide answered: ““Sure! Now our army,
encamped here, has something to care
for, namely, a civilian population.”
However, the kibbutzniks themselves
know the ropes when it comes to de-
fensive works. Every kibbutz here is
surrounded by two fences of barbed

Bridge over the
Jordan.

wire with a mined area in between and
a watchtower at the gates.

“It will take quite some doing
before Israel will cede this territory,”
Amos went on. “Why? Strategically, it
dominates all the land in the Jordan
valley below and the narrow strip along
the river — what | would call the Gali-
lee Panhandle — for nineteen years
the Israeli settlements were sitting
ducks for Syrian artillery and snipers.
This lasted until June 1967 when the
Israeli army and air force hit at the
heights. It seemed like a suicide mis-
sion; for, in addition to the bunkers, the
heights were sown with hundreds of
thousands of mines. Under a continu-
ous cannonade the Israelis managed to
punch through in two sectors. Casual-
ties were heavy. The Syrians agreed to
a cease-fire when the Israelis were less
than forty miles from Damascus. The
subsequent battles were followed by
peace talks ... which are still going
on,” the guide told.

The first group saw only a small
part of the heights, but enough to get
an impression. The bus made a stop,
and the group followed Luba on a
narrow path leading up to a military
monument on top of a hill, command-
ing a wonderful outlook over the
Jordan valley, the waters of Huleh as
far as Mount Hermon. For safety
reasons we were not permitted to go
further that day, so the bus returned,
crossed the Jordan via the ““Bridge of
the Daughters of Jacob” and went to
Hazor. As to the name of the bridge,
according to a tradition it is named
after the daughters of the patriarch
who wept on hearing the tiding of their
brother Joseph’s end, whereas, in the
opinion of others, the name is bor-
rowed from a convent of nuns, the
daughters of St. James.

The secona group went as far as
the farthest frontiers of the Heights.
The area and its history set Amos off
on Syria (Hij zat op zijn praatstoel). Of
all Israel’s enemies it was Syria he had
the poorest opinion of. The Syrians
were the ones who had had no
scruples about torturing Jewish
P.0.W.s, some to death, while others,
who returned alive, had to be taken to a
mental institute. The Syrians are
beasts, he said. Yet, we could live in
neace with all our Arab neighbours. But
for the superpowers, there would be
peace. However, it is impossible as
long as Russia keeps pumping guns
and tanks into Syria. We cannot give
up this area! After passing the sign to
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Ortal, he remarked: “Do you see in
front of you those three inactive vol-
canoes?’ Yes we saw them, clearly
recognizable by their typical, cone
shape. “Well,” Amos continued,
“those are the three lousy hills of Henry
Kissinger. You have heard of him. In
my cpinion, he is a brilliant scholar, but
a bad diplomat. We should return the
three volcanoes to Syria,” he said.
“What is the fuss all about? It is just
three lousy hills! But Israel cannot
return them. They are our eyes and our
ears. As soon as a plane takes.off from
Damascus airport we notice it by
means of the radar installations we
have built here. If it is a war plane head-
ing for, e.g., Haifa, it can reach its tar-
get within seven or eight minutes. Now
we are able to do something about it.”

Meanwhile the bus goes on. We
pass the kibbutz El Ram, and now we
see the majestic Hermon right in front
of us. The Hermon is a spur of the Anti
Libanos mountain range. One part of
the triple-peaked Mt. Hermon lies in
Israeli-administered territory. The high-
est peak is almost 7000 feet.

Our way now really leads through
the high mountains. We pass several
Druze villages. | mentioned the Druzes
already before in my first article. Now |
return to the subject. Although they re-
vere Jethro as a prophet, their actual
origin does not lead us farther back
than the tenth or eleventh century;
more precisely: the time of the mad
caliph Hakim of Egypt, who died in
1021. This caliph was proclaimed as an
incarnation of Allah by a certain Darazi,
after whom the Druzes are named. In
the odour of heresy he (or his compe-
titor Hamza) had to flee (from Egypt?)
and managed to reach northern Pales-
tine. Departing from the Qor’an, they
developed their own canon, which con-
tained a secret doctrine. The Druzes
are recognizable by a white head shawl
wound around the head and a black
cloak. They are loyal subjects of the
State of Israel and serve in the Israeli
army. Another part of the Druzes is
settled in Lebanon and in Syria.

At the foot of Mount Hermon the
bus had a stop in a Druze village for
some refreshments. We were at a
height of 3000 feet here. It was in this
vicinity that we saw a volcano with a
lake in its crater; the level of this crater
lake never gets lower, no matter how
much water is drawn from it. It is a geo-
graphic riddle not solved so far. During
this stop — | forgot the name of the
place. Was it Majdel Shams? — many
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pictures were taken, now that the
opportunity was offered.

From here the bus took us to the
sources of the Jordan, through a land
of huge mountains, springs, and falls.
This is the area where the author of
Psalm 42 was once forced to sojourn
(cf. verses 6-8 of this Psalm). He did
not enjoy what the modern tourist
enjoys. “I remember Thee from the
land of Jordan and Hermon, from
Mount Miz'ar. Deep calls to deep at the
thunder of Thy cataracts; all Thy
billows and waves have gone over
me.”’

* ¥ ¥

THE GALILEE “PANHANDLE"

Yes, we are entering the Jordan
area again. Crossing the border, we
leave the Golan Heights and enter
Israelite territory. The northernmost
part of the land is lifted up like a long
finger. That's why | like to speak of the
Galilee panhandle. Readers on this
continent know what to understand by
it, a narrow strip of a state clasped be-
tween two other states: like the Texas,
Oklahoma, or Idaho panhandle. | think
it does not mean so much to citizens of
the U.S.A. whether they live there or
not, but to the lsraelis it is a matter of
life or death, to be surrounded by
enemy territory. Squeezed into the
northernmost tip of the uplifted finger
is Metullah, which we did not visit. To
go there would have implied a detour
made for the sole purpose of seeing a
comparatively young town. The first
historic site we met on our way was
Banais, the Arabic corruption of the old
Greek name Paneas, named after and
consecrated to the god of the forests,
Pan. (Our word “panic” is derived from
this name, since people who happened
to see the wild deity out in the woods
were seized by panic.) Eariier in the Old
Testament there must have been a
sanctuary here of Ba'al Gad or Ba'al
Hermon (Joshua 11:17; Judges 3:3). In
Roman times, Herod the tetrarch
honoured the Roman emperor and had
a shrine built here. To distinguish it
from the Caesarea at the Sea of Herod
the Great, it was called Caesarea Phil-
ippi. It was in this place of idolatrous
worship that, face to face with the
Canaanite Ba’al, the Greek Pan, and the
Roman cult for Caesar, the Lord Jesus
was professed by His disciple Peter:
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
Living God” (Matthew 16).

Walking over the small bridges
spanning the little stream, the visitor

can approach the small cave cut into
the face of the high mountain. The
spring gushing out of the cave is
one of the sources of the Jordan River:
Nahr el Banias. The temples for Pan
and the Caesar were destroyed by an
earthquake. There is a legend about
this water: If women drink of it they
give birth to twins.

On our way down along the river
— whose name ““Jordan’ also means
"“the going down,”” we pass the ancient
Tel Dan at our right hand, situated at
the second source river of the Jordan:
Nahr el Leddan. Here was ancient Laish
of Judges 18, and a little farther down
the road is the modern kibbutz Dan;
then we pass Kibbutz Daphne, and the
third source river of the Jordan.

One of the cities whose population
knows what a life in the panhandle is
all about is Qiryat Shemonah, with
15,000 inhabitants. In the course of its
existence, quite a few of its citizens
have sacrificed their lives repelling at-
tacks of the Arab enemy. Maybe the
reader remembers the Arab terrorist
massacre of April 1974, when members
of the P.L.O. crossed from Lebanon
and murdered eighteen people, includ-
ing women and children. Each apart-
ment has a concrete bomb-proof
shelter, we were told. People must be
very couragecus here.

We now are taken south through
the bottleneck, the Jordan valley. At
our right hand are the very high moun-
tains of Upper Galilee; sometimes they
look enormous; at our right hand is the
water of various springs.

We are going straight on into the
former marshlands of what once was
Lake Huleh. My readers acquainted
with an atlas of the Bible, especially,
the Map of Palestine in olden times,
know that north of the Lake of Tiberias
there is another small lake: Luke Huleh
(not the waters of Merom as long has
been assumed). It is one of the greatest
land reclamation schemes undertaken
in Israel. The Jordan River was deep-
ened and straightened so that water
could be led into it from the valley. In
1957 the marshes were drained. Fin-
ished in 1958, drainage has criss-
crossed the landscape with a seven-
mile network of canals. That is not the
only thing. It is still a paradise of wild
geese and ducks and many migratory
birds. Malaria, the curse of the marsh-
lands, has disappeared altogether.

H.M. OHMANN
(To be continued)



unday, October 28, 1979, was a
on which there was much joy
the members of the Church at
. For, ever since March of 1967,
ngregation had been without its
vn pastor and teacher. But now that
Candidate G.H. Visscher had accepted
the call extended to him, he was to be
ordained.

__In the morning service, hisbrother,
the Rev. J. Visscher of Cloverdale, of-
ficiated. He chose as his text the words
of Isaiah 62:6, 7:

“Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,
| have set watchmen;
all the day and all the night
they shall-never be silent.
You who put the LORD in
remembrance,
take no rest,
and give him no rest
until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it a praise in the earth.”

Rev. J. Visscher has summarized
his sermon for us as follows. “Thisis a
special day for you, members of the
Church at Houston, and for you, Can-
didate Visscher. The former sees her
long vacancy of over twelve and a half
years filled, whereas the latter sees his
many years of study crowned. In light
of this event | have chosen this portion
of Isaiah 62 as my text. The theme is
Through Isaiah the Frophet the Lord
Comforts Jerusalem By Promising Her

finister Again!

Faithful Office-bearers and a Glorious

Future:

a) the watchman's proclamation guards
Jerusalem’s foundation;

b} the recorder’'s imploration insures
Jerusalem’s continuation;

c)the earth’'s adoration greets Jeru-
salem’s consummation.

This text is found in one of the
most marvelous portions of all of Scrip-
ture. The prophet Isaiah proclaimed it
in a special time and under special cir-
cumstances. Judah is about to go into
exile because of her unfaithfulness to
the Lord. isaiah had reprimanded her
repeatedly and predicted what her end
would be. But then in the latter part of
his ministry and his book, he also
reveals that God will not totally forsake
His people. There will come a time
when Judah — the remnant — will
return from exile, and then God will
give to His people faithful watchmen,
faithful office-bearers, to watch over
His Church. It will be their task not only
to proclaim good tidings but also to
warn the people against the dangerous
influences of sin. They must watch
over the flock and raise the alarm when
danger threatens. As such this respon-
sibility still rests with the servants of
God, the office-bearers of the Lord,
especially the ministers.

Yet they have a task not only to
raise the alarm in the face of false doc-
trine and sinful living; they also have a

Canadian Reformed Church of Houston, B.C.

duty to bring the n
gation continually b
words of our text "whn
in remembrance” refer to an
track of what royal promises have
made, what decisions have been img
mented, and then to remind the Kir
these things.

With reference to our text, it is th
office-bearers in the Church who must
act as recorders with respect to the
Lord. They must keep on reminding
Him of His promises and calling for
their fulfillment. They must do this in
such a persistent way that the Lord is
not left to dwell in silence. Silence on
the part of God means inactivity. it
means that He no longer intervenes on
behalf of His people. To prevent this
from happening the prayers of God's
children must continually ascend to the
throne of His grace. indeed, especially
the prayers of the congregation at wor-
ship are of great value in this regard.
There, the office-bearers have a sacred
charge to remind God of His promises
and so to keep Him active.

Yes, and this is a constant calling.
It must continue until such a time as
Jerusalem, the city of God, is estab-
lished forever and made a praise in the
earth. Only then does this calling ex-
pire. For then the people of God, the
Church of God, the new Jerusalem,
will finally have reached her point of
consummation.

Nevertheless, at the present time
we are not that far yet. No one sings
your praises, O Church at Houston. But
that day will come. In the meantime,
continue to work and pray, sure and
cerfain in the conviction that the
Church-gathering work of Jesus Christ
continues. As minister and congrega-
tion, labour faithfully in anticipation of
that day of glovious fulfillment that is
coming.”

in the afternoon service, Rev. G.H.
Visscher chose as the text for his
inaugural sermon | Corinthians 4:1, 2:
“This is how one should regard us, as
servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God.”” The following is his
summary of that sermon. “In the early
chapters of | Corinthians, we often find
the expression “power of God"” (1:17,
18, 24; 2:4, 5; 4:20). Yet it is striking
that Christianity as a whole does not
seem to exert that much power today.
For how much impact has the cross of
Christ had on the town of Houston?
How much influence has it really had
among us? Undoubtedly, this is caused
by a number of factors. One of the
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main causes lies in the fact that people
have failed to see the offices correctly;
that was actually the crux of the prob-
lem at Corinth and it is still a greatprob-
lem today. Therefore it will be bene-
ficial for us to re-examine the whole
matter of the offices in the Church. We
do so under the following theme: The
Lord Jesus Christ, the only universal
Bishop and only Head of the Church,
cares for His Church by appointing
Ministers of the Word. They are to be
1. servants of Christ, 2. stewards of the
mysteries of God.

Our text should be seen in the
context of the preceding chapters.
There Paul deals with the tendency of
the Corinthians to form parties within
the Church. In itself that tendency was
not surprising, for in Greek society
there were many different schools
grouped around different philosophers.
And in Jewish society, the leading
rabbis had their particular followers. So
in the Church at Corinth too, the one
preferred Paul, the other Cephas, the
next on Apollos; and some even had
the nerve 1o say that they, in particular,
were of Jesus Christ.

But Paul attacked that kind of
reasoning vehemently when he asked:
“Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified
for you . . . ? What then is Apollos?
What is Paul?” (1:13-17; 3:5ff.). And
Paul contradicts that line of reasoning
in our text when he says that these
apostles are servants. They are not
masters, or leaders who are to attract

their own followers, but they are
servants of Christ, and they are to direct
everyone to Him. They are instruments
whereby Christ gathers His Church. So
in the Church such party-spirit may
never be tolerated. There is only one
Master, Who is the only Bishop ang
only Head of the Church. That is what
also underlies the words of 3:21-23
where Paul means to say that you do
not belong to Paul, Apollos, or Cephas,
but they belong to you; they “all are
yours; and you are Christ’s; and Christ
is God's"’!

Moreover, ministers are to be
“stewards of the mysteries of God.”” A

A pen for one of your many tasks.
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The children say it with cards and gifts.

steward was one who was to manage
the household affairs of a wealthy land-
owner. We read of such figures often in
Scripture; Joseph had a steward under
him while he was in Egypt; Daniel and
his friends were committed to the care
of asteward whilein Babylon;and Christ
tells us much about the lives of such
stewards in His parables. The fact that
ministers are to be such stewards, has
many implications for their task. Just
as a steward does not feed the house-
hold with his own goods, so a minister
does not bring his own message. Just
as a steward is to take care of the
goods entrusted to him, so the minister
is to guard the gospel. Just as the
steward has an abundance of food
which he must dispense to the house-
hold, so the minister may not ride his
own hobby-horses, but he must
declare “the whole counsel of God.”
And just as the steward will wisely
change the diet from time to time, so
God’'s steward ought to preach ac-
cording to the particular needs of the
congregation at a certain time.

But that which the minister dis-
penses and is in charge of is “‘the
mysteries of God”’ — the secrets which
have been and are being revealed in
Christ. That may be nothing new to
you; for that has been done by all the
other ministers who stood on this pul-
pit in years past. But what a privilege —
to reveal God's mysteries! And what a
privilege it is, congregation, to have
God'’s mysteries revealed to you!

And what is required of such
stewards? Well, if we had to answer
that, the list would surely be long. But
the Lord puts only one thing on that



- list: “it Is tequired of stewards that they
be found trustworthy'’; that is, faithful.
Faithful to Him; Him alone do we strive
to please.

May it be that, when the Lord
Jesus returns, He finds servants
through whom the power of His cross
has been manifested! May He find that
His stewards have been faithfull”

# %

On Monday evening, October 28,
the congregation, together with many
visitors, gathered to welcome the new
minister and his wife,

A letter extending congratulations
and best wishes was received from the
family of Houston's former minister,
the late Rev. H.A. Stel. Delegates were
present and asked for the floor. Rev. C.
van Spronsen spoke on behalf of the
classical region, on behalf of the neigh-
bouring Church at Smithers, and he
spoke as Houston’s former counsellor.
Later Rev. D. van der Boom had some
witty as well as serious words to say on
behalf of the Church at Langley, and
Rev. J. Visscher relayed a message on
behalf of himself and the Church at
Cloverdale. Brother J. van der Linde, a
former member of Houston, also ex-
pressed his congratulations on behalf
of the New Westminster Church.

Brother van der Linde had also
brought along a movie which had been
made by Br. R, Byzitter, another former
member of Houston now belonging to
the New Westminster Church. The
movie was about the building of the
Houston Church some vyears ago. it
was surely enjoyed by alll A brother in
the congregation, Hank Visscher, had a
slide show with accompanying music
to present. The pictures were taken all
over the world as well as, best of all,
here in the Bulkley Valley. Very well
done!

Speeches were alsc made by
representatives of the study societies;
and some showed us their musical and
poetical skills.

The congregation also expressed
their “welcome” to Rev. and Mrs.
Visscher by means of gifts. They were
presented with many fine plants and
with a screen for the fireplace. The
young people provided them with two
fine budgies and a beautiful lamp. And
the young children each presented a
gift as they carried a letter of the phrase
WELCOME REV & MRS VISSCHER.

In ali these ways, we could rejoice
in the Lord’s goodness to the Church at
Houston.

R. FENNEMA
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Wat hebben wij ervan gemaakt?

Een feest van lekker eten, van geschenken,
waarop we en passant Uw komst gedenken.
Maar onze eerste liefde werd verzaakt. —

Wat hebben wij ervan gemaakt?

Een feest van tere liedjes en gebeden,

van medemenslijkheid, van vrede

die komt, wanneer de oorlog wordt gestaakt.

Maar hoe hebt U het feest gewild?

Een feest van boete, van vergeven,

van liefde, zonder vrees en beven,

van’t vallend kind, door U omhoog getild.

— NEL BENSCHOP

(From: Een viinder van God, published by KOK KAMPEN)
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feels after experiencing another vision,

s
%r# i”hw%

And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will

sat wp a kingdom which shall never be d%\ ved, nor
shall its soversigniy be left to another people. & shall
break in pleces all these kingdoms and bring them to an

end, and it shall stand for ever

Daniel 2:44

In the book of Daniel we moy recd how God used

nigl and his three friends os instruments in His plon,
o .m%? the future to King Nebuchadnezzor ond fo
hs'm him His power. God gove Dandel and his friends
bilities, ten times better than ofl the wise men in Nebu-
rg‘ad“u? zar's kingdom. This was the Lord’s doing, in
order to prepare them for their task.

When Nebuchadnezzar is given a dream, which
none of the wise men is able 1o interpret, s s is acknow

edged in verses 10 and 11 of chapter 2 E’am@ is given
an gnswer by the Lord, h& has Summaneﬂ‘ his three
j’rtwms and together they had pleaded with the Lord to
show them His mercy. For they, too, were to be killed
together with oll the other wise men, as the king hod de-
creed.

Daniel was used as an instrument in God’s hand,
to make known to the king what wos to happen in the
future. Notice Daniel’s reaction! {Plecse read chopter
2:20-24.) We may read how Daniel told the king his
dream, and, when we come o verse 38, we read how
Daniel starts by pointing owt to King Nebuchodnezzar
his responsibiliiy, showing him what greoi powers the
Lord of heaven has given to him. Several kingdoms w:
come and go, and even if King Nebuchadnezzar's king-
dorm is superior o all the other kingdoms, it is stll
perishoble and will not last. In his dream the king sees o
stone, cut oui by no human hond, and # smote the
image, s’:wmmg aff the kingdoms. In verse 44 we read
how King Nebuchadneszor is made to understand that
arnr everlosting kingdom will be sat up by the God of
heaven, which »sri{? nevgr be destroved, nor shall
soz:we;’f‘ ty be left fo another people.

The king was so impressed by Dandels wisdom

v~

T

that he gove him h high honours and many gifts, making
hirm ruler over the whole provinee of Babylon, and chief
prefect cuer ol the wise rmen of Babylon. Dioes ol this
honour go to Daniels kead and moke him pma; d? Let

us reod Daniel 320 Wp will see here that Doniel is
aware of his responsibility, nnd that he is only an insire
ment in God's hond, :swd jor the i}pé)bl:u:?”.{ of the
Eseriagtirq Kingdom. In {J’mmm 8 we read how Daniel
He was sick for

PT]

ome. dups and appa Hed by whot he hod seen and
t‘i?dffg not undgrstan %a‘ 1, he went abeu the king's
business, Just doing hw daify u ﬁmx. ?cﬁmfmwg

Tirne haos pmg'cswa since Daniells times A1 ihe
appointed time God gove His arn‘;r beloved Son Many
{ the visions Daniel was allowed to sse were fulfilled
and gre being fulfilled.

P

£

Ve, ke Daniel, may be appalled by the vis i S e
may read about in the book of Hevelation. We do not
understand them. The fuiure may score us, Em}}?)f‘" ally

whe‘% we think about the next generation.

¢ us then look to Christ. We may notice from re-
wmed f’x*siow that Ris kingdom and power was
always there, it is todoy, and i wx”i be for ever,
alse coniinue to do ow doily work faithfully, enirusting
ol things jo God's hand. He is M;i.s off

Letus

EO8 1

Now thank we all our God

With hearts, and .samds:, and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,

Iry whom His world rejoices;
Whﬂ from our mother's arms
essed us on our way
‘,i.%eﬂs gifts of love,

is ours to-day.

O rnay this bo szmzw God
Through a iife be near
With ever zcymi hear ta

Andkespusin ‘*’is grace,

And m.a(ie us when perplexed,
And free us rom all sza

{Of this world in the next.  Hymn 65 (Revised)

Book of Praise
¢ ek ow

Brothers and sisters, we have received a request

from Cz. rien fop Tt mmer

from o Clarion reader in Australia fo send cards to

f; en-year-old boy who has o heart condition and whf;
also h z;m aeuabpeﬂ rheumatoid orthritis. It is reaily hard

on kim. Brion is o member of ¢
Lr‘aurz:?* of Armadale. He cannot attend church. He hos
beer in the hospita! for several months, but now is able
o be af home @ ci to go for therapy freatmenis. Sholl
we cheer him up by sending him many cords and well
wishes? His aédra&;s is as foliows:
BRIAN RYSTENBERG
118 Bouth-West Hwy.,
Armadate £112, W, Australic

he Free Ei’gfo, med

» ox % oA

ming up, the E,ow

We have three é:éri?"zdays o
mark them on your ¢

.
willing, in Januory. Please

eer, Alberta

Liz will be celebrating her 19th birthday on

January Znd. She is very dear to her fomily but away
?mm ?zr.";maz She iz confined to her wheelchar and

taily severely handicopped.




ceive cards.

GRACE HOMAN
R.R 2 8t Ann’s, Ontario LOR 1Y0
Grace will be 24 years old on January 17th. She
loves organ music and singing and will be thrilled to re-

JANINE SMID
R.R. 1, Arkona, Ontaric NOM 1B0O
Janine will be celebrating her 10th birthday on
January 19th. She is a mentally-handicapped girl. She
will love to receive many colourful birthday cards.

Shall we make it a very memorable and happy
day for them, brothers and sister?
Send your requests to:
Mrs. J.K. Riemnersma
380 St. Andrew Street E:,
Fergus, Ontario NIM 1R1.
P.S. If there is any change in address or in the condition
of our birthday calendar children please notify me,
otherwise | will go by the old information which I re-

ceived.

League of Cana

dian Reformed

®

Women’s Societies in Ontario

It was a cold morning October 10,
1979, but for the sisters from Ontario
no reason to stay home. They came by
bus and car to Fergus, where their an-
nual convention was to be held in the
Maranatha Canadian Reformed Church.
Soon the halls were filled with laughter
and greetings, because it is always nice
1o see each other again.

It was a little after 10 o’clock when
the president, Mrs. Riemersma, opened
the meeting and asked us to sing Psalm
67:1, 2. Scripture reading was from
Ephesians 2. She then led us in prayer.
Her word of welcome was from
Ephesians 2: ““And you He made alive.”
Every year we may come together in
freedom. We are fellow citizens; let us
so enjoy this day and go home en-
riched. Everybody is welcomed, es-
pecially guests from The Netherlands
and one brother. Announcements are
made.

Mrs. Boot from Toronto is chosen
as our new secretary. The cause of the
collection today is for the Canadian
Reformed Association for the Handi-
capped. The next convention will be
held in Hamilton. A thank you letter is
received from the Netherlands sister
societies for the greetings sent them
for their convention in Assen. A few
days later we received the following
letter:

“We wish you a nice and educa-
tional day under God's blessing. It will
be for you who live so far apart a happy
reunion and stimulus to start your so-
ciety work again. May the Lord work
with His Spirit to enlighten and deepen
your study of God's Word, that also
through this work His Church be built
and He receive from us the glory.
Greetings from all sisters in The
Netherlands.”

A letter with greetings from Mrs.
Werkmanof London was read; the pres-
ident announced that cards for three
sick ladies will be passed around to be
signed. The book stand from Mr. Den
Bok is present again in the church hall.

Mrs. Bergsma is then given the
opportunity to read the minutes from
the last League day held in Chatham.
She is thanked by the president for her
work also done over the last five years.
The hosting societies have a surprise
for Mrs. Kuntz, one of the oldest mem-
bers of the League: she is presented
with a nice corsage. The treasury re-
port is given by Mrs. Stieva, and the
books are found in good order.

Roll call is held and 351 ladies are
present — a full house. A few lunch-
time announcements are made. After
the singing of the League song Mrs. R.
Van Raalte had the opportunity fo read
her essay on | Corinthians 12: “Varie-
ties of gifts by the same Spirit within
one body.” She showed us how Paul
used to proclaim the gospel also in
Corinth, a centre of activity and also a
centre of sin. Paul had planted there,
and the Lord had given growth, but
there was also a falling away. Thespirit-
ual gifts were given them for the up-
building of the church, but by many
these gifts were used for their own
honour. The members can only exist if
they live in the body the church found-
ed in Christ. There are apostles and
prophets, but the corner stone is Jesus
Christ. Therefore we have to use our
gifts in word and deed for the glory of
God and the upbuilding of the mem-
bers. After singing Hymn 46:2, 3, the
discussion followed, many questions
were brought forward and answered
by Mrs. Van Raalte. We sang Hymn
62:1, 2, 3, during which a collection

was held, and the meeting adjourned
1ill after lunch.

Everybody went by bus or car to a
big hall just outside Fergus where a
delicious lunch was enjoyed by all and
not to forget the talking with friends
and relatives.

At 1:30 p.m. the meeting was re-
opened with the singing of our national
anthem. The president announced that
tapes are available for anybody inter-
ested. The collection brought the nice
sum of $456.00.

A note of entertainment was pro-
vided by the Fergus Societies:
“Women in earlier days and today.”
They showed us that whatever has
changed, the task of the women stayed
the same. Two ladies, a guest from
Smithers and a member from Grand
Rapids, are welcomed.

After Scripture reading from
James and the singing of Psalm 42:5
the president gives the pulipit to Rev.
Van Oene who speaks to us on “Pray-
er.” We have read his speech in the
last Clarion; it was a very educational
topic, and indeed no “stamppot’’ of old
sermons. After we sang Psalm 1455 a
discussion followed. Many sisters used
this to ask questions; Rev. Van Oene
gave some more explanation. Mrs.
Riemersma then has some closing re-
marks. She thanks all the people in-
volved, the hosting societies. We all
know how much work is invoived. The
organist for today, Mrs. Lodder, Rev.
Van QOene, and Mrs, Van Raalte, for
their contributions. Mrs. Ludwig then
comes forward to thank our president
who leads us so well that we all look
forward to next year. We sing Psalm
145:1, 3 yet after which Rev. Van Oene
closes with prayer, and the president
adjourns the meeting. Everybody has
time for coffee or tea and some more
talking, and then it is time to go home,
more strengthened by the many gifts
within the one body, Christ our Lord.

The Board, J. Delcker
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“tmmanuel”: God with us. This
was indeed true on Saturday, October
13, when the school society of Winni-
peg could officially celebrate the open-
ing of its new school building.

The evening began with the
singing of God Save the Queen. The
master of ceremonies, Mr. Gerry Kuik,
then asked the audience to sing Psalm
89, stanzas 2, 13, and 20. He read from
the Scriptures Psalrm 83, verses 110 18
and 52. In these verses we were again
reminded of the steadfast love of owr
Father in heaven towards those who
walk in the light of His countenance,
who exalt in His name and extol His
righteousness. Our shield belongs to
the Lord. Mr. Kuik led in prayer, thank-
ing the Creator of heaven and earth
that we could be togsther, by His
grace, at the opening of Immanuel's
new building, a school instituted by
parents 1o educate their children in the
fear of the Lord.

Ir his opening remarks Mr. Kuik
welcomed all and invited them to par-
take in rejoicing before the Lord and
not 1o boast about our own efforts, that
after a number of years and many de-
tails involved in the planning and con-
struction we could be here now. After
many mesetings with the community
planning committee, BACM, and with
the help also of the Transcona-Spring-
field School Division, a permit was ob-

Immanuel Christian School.

tained and the building could proceed.
We thank God that He has given the
grace, faith, and strength to undertske
this project. The word of God is the
basis of Immanuel Christian School and
by this basis our children will be taught
to love the Lord and also our
neighbour, thereby training them to
become good citizens of this country.

We could then join in singing
Hymn 52, stanzas 1, 4, and 5: “Praise to
the Lord, the almighty, the King of
creation!”

Following singing, the Chairman

The Frincipal, M. H.J. Ludwig, and guests roaming the hallway.

of the School Board, Mr. Henry Slaa,
was invited to come forward. He stated
that this day could be considered the
crown upon our prayers and labour. He
gave a short history of the school
society’s journey from thirteen vyears
ago to the present. in 1966 a school
society was formed not only to main-
tain the existing Saturday School, but
also to begin plans for our own day
school. From old minute books Mr.
Slaa told of an important meeting held
in December 18971 where it was decid-
ed to bring both the church and school
facilities together in the new church
building. In February 1975 aspects of
opening the school were decided, and
the opening was set for September
1976. On September 6, 1976, the
school was started in the basement of
the church building with Grades 410 9
with & staff of 2, Mr. L. Hoogerdik as
principal and Mr. Jack Marissen. The
next year Grades 1 to 3 were added as
well as two more staff members, Mr. P.
Groenwold and Mr. J. Harthoorn, and
teacher’'s aid, Miss C. Koster. But,
faced with a lack of space, we were
thankful to the Lord that it was possible
to rent the Blessed Sacrament Parish
School, where the school operated
until June 1879, At this point gratitude
was expressed for the cooperation re-
ceived from the Transcona-Springfield



ion and the Manitoba
on of Independent Schools to
the establishment of our own
building., After all the careful
the building is ready for use,
ow it needs pravers, care, and
dedication to operate it. The school
__cannot operate without the responsibil-
ities of parents who seek the best for
their children. This can only be done in
true sincerity and faith, with confidence
for the future, We also ask God to be
_with the teachers in their difficult task
of working as a true extension of the
Christian home,

Following Mr. Slaa’s address we
could enjoy a presentation by the staff
and children of the school. Mr. Groen-
wold in his introductory remarks stated
that this was both a solemn and a
joyous and festive occasion which we
can celebrate only with the guidance of
our Heavenly Father.

In the first part of their presenta-
tion the children sang and acted out
the history of the accommodations of
the school. We were informed by their
humorous presentation about the first
year, the audience was even asked to
join in singing.

Mr. H. Ludwig, the principal, de-
livered an interesting and informative
address entitled: “The Year of the Child
in the Year of Our Lord.” | will not
elaborate on the speech, for it is to be
found elsewhere in this issue of
“Clarion.”

The children then came back on
stage to sing once more of the solemn
event we were witnessing in the history

-

Enjoying a cup of coffee in the basement of the school.

A presentation by the Students under the direction of Mr. P. Groenwold and Mr. J. Harthoorn.

of Immanuel Christian School, follow-
ing which the audience was asked to
join in singing Psalm 88, stanzas 1 and
4,

A number of special guests were
introduced to us: Mr. and Mrs. Quail
{Mr. Quail is present chairman of the
Transcona-Springfield School Divi-

sion), Mr. and Mrs. John Vaags (Mr.
Vaags is former chairman of the school
division), Mr. Allen Judd, (representa-
tive of the Manitoba Federation of In-
dependent Schools}, and Mr. and Mrs.
Terry Veenendaal (Mr. Veenendaal is

president of Carman’s School Socisty),
and our many guests from Carman.

Mr. Allen Judd spoke a few words
of congratulations, stating that the
MFIS is happy to have our participa-
tion, along with the fifty-nine other
independent schools in Manitoba. He
congratulated us on our new building
and sent us their greetings.

A congratulatory word was also
spoken by Mr. Terry Veenendaal, who
expressed the wish that the new build-
ing become profitable for the chiidren
and that its growth will result in the up-
building of the church of Jesus Christ.

Mr. Kuik asked us to sing Hymn
62, stanzas 1, 2, and 3, and Dr. C.
Poppe ended the program with prayer,

The assembly then moved to the
rather cool and windy outdoors,
meeting at the front of the new build-
ing, where the official ribbon-cutting
ceremony took place. The ribbon was
held by Mrs. E. Bruinsma and Mrs. L.
M. Toet and was cut by Miss Fenny
Kuik. As the flag was unfurled and
waved in the wind we all sang with
pride “O Canada.” Everyone was then
invited to enter and view the beauti-
ful new school building and enjoy re-
freshments.

The evening was truly one of re-
joicing and thankfuiness to our Father
in Heaven Who bas blessed us and up-
holds us in His grace. We now have our
own building in this free country!

“Yes, Amen, Amen! Blest be God
the LORD for ever!”

{Psalm 89:52)
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1973 has been declared the “Inter-
national Year of the Child” by the
{Inited Nations QOrganization. it is one
of many such years proclaimed as 2
way of focusing international atiention
on 8 group of on a ceriain problem,
Usually such evenis are acoompanied
by a great deat of publichy and hype-
articies in newspapers and magazines,
pooks, confersnces gaw - 1ot o
mantion the commercial spin-off,

in many ways it seems rather

ronde that so much atiention is paid 10
the child in 18789, Much time and
manay is being spent at the same time
0 ry and reisx the laws conceming
abortion in order to get rid of unwant ed
childran. The UK Hself has as goal Zero
Population Growth, Children ars fins,
bt iet’s not have too many of them.
The Biblical"inlunction, “Happy is the
man whose guiver's full of them™ has
besn forgotten. In some countries
peopie are paid not to have them and in
others they are fined when they exceed
their guota, 8.g., in China,

in spite of improved hyglens,

medicines, safety measuras, schooling,
E%g&e protection, eic., it is doubtful
whather a child's a}"aﬁ seg of survival
are any betler today than they were,
sav, fifty vears ago.

Think only of the many children
who have died in Cambodia recently in
& war which has decimated the popula-
tion by the millions; or the many chil-
dren of Vietnamese refugsss wm did
not make i 1o safety. What of all those
who never saw the light of day because
thay wers cut off from their mothers
befors they had an opportunity 10 sse?
Think of the plight of sl those children
who have to slesp on the sirests of the
wrban ghetices In Latin Americs and
who are forced to forage through gar-
bage Tor food. What of all those North
American children abused by parents
or other adults, not 1o mention the ris-
ing tide of child pomography and the
easy svaliability of drugs? The list could
o0 on and on,

This is what we can witness in the
“Year of the Child” which comes on
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the rwentisth anniversary of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Children’ mgﬁ'*&
This E’ieciara ion states w_iné‘s‘é “avery
child the workd over has the right to
love, affection, and understanding, fo
adegquate nulrition and medical cars, to
free education, to full cpportunity for
play and recreation, 10 a nams and na-
tionality, to special care if handicapped,
1o be first to recelve reliel in times of
disaster, to learn o be 2 useful member
of sodisty and 1o develop individual
abilities, 10 be brought up in 3 spirlt of
peacs and universal brotherhood and
1o enjoy these rights regardiess of race,
colour, sex, religion, nationsl, or social
or=gm ” These sre indeed fine sounding
idesis. I's true that, historicslly, chil-
dren have not always been well
regarded, Often they were mere eo-
nomic chattel necessary for survival
and self-perpetuation or they wers ne-
glected and iefl abandonsd In the
strests, 1o be fsken up in foundiing
homes or orphanages.

o owasn't umtil about the eigh-
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Miss C. Koster and he

students.

teanth century that children were re-

garded as anvthing more than mini-
adults. Throughout the years children

have been celebrated in song, postry,
art, and music. Also in our language
certain sayings reves! something of the
humanistic pae’tefﬂ‘{s@'ﬂ of children. For
axample, “poor  child,”  “innocent
child,” “childhood is unspolled” and so
on reveal what many think of that
period. Many aduits show an exagger-
ated reverence for the child and child-
hood — perhaps sxpressing thelr own
ionging for a past which they imagined
they had.

"*f{s?‘fh ically, as societies became
more industrislized and less dependent
on X,hs d labour, the schools grew,
Since a connecticn was perceived be-
tween  schooling  and  economic
advancement and the road 1o an gasy
life, pavents put & great dasl of emphs-
sis on education. Politiclans and eduns-
iors a“asgwndsd to this by seiting up
mors and bigger schools. Millions of
dollars were spent on the construction



o bpturions bulldines and prondding all
the latest In sducational echnology.
Bebhoods fin avery type of child were set
gl = the etusation of the child rom &
viry ety age became the business of
sturationst nstiivtions and  govern-
mients. Parends ware quite content 1o
{eave the tagk of education {whatever
s definition — we leave that for the
mornent) up 1o the sc-called “sxperis,”
the teachers,

What have been the rasults of all
this money and atiention bestowed
unon the school system? Students
gradusting from bigh school who are

funciionally  literate, oime i the
schools, militant  teachers’  unions,

parenis worried because “Johnny cant
read” and so on, The well-equipped
schools are being attacked by the very
pergons who are supposad 1o benefit
from them, We gl know of the increas-
ing vandshism in schools espacially. We
have sxpearienced this even with ow
owrn bullding before i was oocupied,

Frustrated youngsters are hitting
o a8l the nstiulions which are, o
tham, the hated symbols of authority
..o 50 many think! What have we
done for and to ow children? Do we
copy the world or do we choose 3 dif-
farent path?

We are heve tonight o celebrats
the opening of our new bullding. tis a
justifiably proud moment for many of
vou whao have worked long and hard to
achieve this goal. You are 10 be con-
gratulated. It would be unwiss, how-
aver, to think that now wa have @r-
vived. Tha taslk has just begun/

A SCHOOL 15
BIALDING

MORBE THAN A

One of ow neighbowing schools
is calied 5 "pommunity” school & s
percaived as 2 kind of naighbourhood
sarvice centre where the social and col-
el needs of the individuals and fami-
fies living In the gres are looked sfisr. in
an incressingly depersonalived world
there is an atternpt to fostsr 8 “pom-
rrunity spirit’” via the schools. But what
is the basis of such a community? We
shouid rather ask, YWhat is the basis of
a frue community? is it not that we
have & common basis shared by all?
We say that the root of our community
is. Jesus Chist. We are all membars of
the one body, brothers and sisters in
the Lord, And i all men do not confess
Chyist, Me cannot serve as the root of a
great community. Tharefore we will
teal owrselves excomumunicated from
that grest community — somatimes

=3
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ot usgder the label of the “demooratic
wiay of e’

H | were ssked 1o characterize our
sehool, t would be to oall & a "paren-
tal” school. For our school is conteolied
by the parents of the cohildren wiho
attend it, since the school is seen a8 an
extension of the education received at
home {as well 35 in the churehl, Thare
s a common caling and bond for
hame, church, and schood, dealing with
a common denomingtor “covenant
chilthen.” To gucts Hrom s spsech
given by Rev. CL Siam on Covenent
Fducation! 'in the horme basic attitudes
and skills will be developed; the church
will lead the children into the doctrine
of the Soriphures g3 8 credal unity; the
school will concentraie on aris and
gkills necessary so that children can
adeguatsly function as God's children
aceording 1o thelr talents and gifts.”

That iz what distinguishses our
schools from many others. In the svas
of many owr efforts would appesr 16 be
foolish and vain, What cen you expect
10 do with such s small group and with
s few talents? Yes, indesd! ‘The wis-
dom of rnan is the foolishness of God,”
the Soriptures say.

How do we perceive the sduca-
tion given gt this school? To refer once
more 1o the artcle of Rev, Siam men-
tioned previously, in this sducstion we
do nof seek what is in the ohild, but
whai God has said fo the child, and

works in ths child by Wis Wod a0
Spirit. This iz the sssentis! differenee
between Covenantal edunstion snd ol
other educetion, Chr task a8 teachare fn
10 seek the children's positive responen
o the promises and demands of the
Covenant and constantly 1o plecs the
children bsfore both, stressing Sodz
undeserved grace and thair ongoing re- -
sponathility. In other words, In all sub-
jscts, whather anguage, geogrephy or
scignee, the chiidren are 10 begome
more and more “maen of God,” Yoo
plete,” “sguipped for every good
work.” That is what characterizes the
education we may be privilsged to give
in our newr school buliding,

There was once a Child Who was
adored by the wise men. He was a very
special child and He profoundly af-
facted the education of today's child, &
is on account of the Child of Bethizhem
Whe bacame Man for us and Who re-
newed us in the covenam of His blood
that we call owr schoo! “Chrigtian.” In
M and through Him we have owr
being — mmanusl, That wa mayv cele-
beate here tonight. The Year of the
Child,  indeed!  But  only Ao
Domind,” inthe Year of our Lord,

H.J LUDWIG

*Speech held st the Office) Opening of
frynanuel  Christion School  Building  in
Winnipeg, Maniioba on Saturday, October
13, 1878 8:00 p.am.

4 peek inte Mr. J. Harthooiry's olgssroon,
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‘And so §would ke fo thank .

Thirty-nine students of Guide de
frés High School received their Hi 32‘3
School Diploma on Ocotober 28, 1
Like those of two previous years, this
graduation was a very impressive
gvent, but this tme there was soms-
thing special about it Most recipients
of this diploma had entered ow school
in Grade 8 when Guido de Brdsopened,
and could therefore bensfit from the
total program of a Canadian Reformed
High School. And agein, a very large
percentage of these slresdy had re-
caived sight vears of education in one
of owr own slementary schools, Who
would ever have balleved, say twenty
vears agn, thet this could be done? i
we aver had any doubt about the faith-
fuiness of our Lord toward His children,
g sure that this evert would quickly
grass the thought.

The joviul svent started with an
exceliont buffel dinner for gradustes
and parents, staff, board members, and
guests, The large auaﬁzmmm was flled
to capiscity, and §ﬂ spiie of the fact thet
more showed yp then expected, the
ladies from Smﬁm: i an{ﬁ Lincoln had
made sure that there was (,.nwgh 10

Bigar
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sat for us all, Wi Nisnhuls was in
charge of the protocol Wr. Pert s

prised us all with a “limerick” for svery
gracduand. Dwill give you a sample:

Go West, voung Jackie, Go West,

For ghe hegrd Hfe there is the best,

We are certzinly glad

Ot the travel she's had

And s now safely back with the rest,

There was a young lady named ‘-ée%a

Whose favourite school subject was
spetlin

The lessons she'd take

Caused her 10 maet up with Jake,

And that's gil the news that U'm teflin

Willing hands had converted the
dining room inio an au aatgrsum which
fitled up to capacity at 830 for the s
formal Commencement Exercizes, |
was very impressive t© watch the
graduands’ procession, the young
ladies in their best llong) dresses, and
the young men in a good sult. What a
difference in appearance with what our
tesnagers would ke o wear {some-
times). Since the graduation is an of-
ficial event of the Canadian Reformed
High Schoo! Asscoiation of Ontario,
Prasident J. Schutien conducted ths
opaning with reading of Saripture and
prayer, We sang Psalm 1031 and 7.

After a word of weicome hs an-
nounced thet this was the first gradua-
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tian whers our giudenis had the oppor
Junity 1o get into ow school gt Grade &
He also mentioned that we have iy
first three graduates in the two-ysar
program, two of whom were present,

O, R0, Costerhoff, cur Principal,
atddressed the students: “A iast end
fingl word with vou™ . . . desling with
the attitude of 3 Christian during his so-
journ in this world, For the believers
there ara no truly mundane osilings.
We may not withdraw from the world.
it is a8l service 1o God. Owr service to
Him iz not optional. Sod wants 1o be
acknowiedged as ¥ing to the end that
we may be told by Him: Well done vou
good and faithiul servant, snter into the
Glory of your Lord,

The meeting responded to this

with the singing of Psalm 8. One of our
aissﬁaﬁfs Anita Yanderee, played the
plano, and did it vary well,

The President of the Board pio-
ceadsd with giving the dislomas o
those gqualifisd; they came to the
podium when called and lined up after
for the many parents who wantad o
msae s picture of the happy svent. i

was sad that Anita Koster could not a1-
tand due 10 a serious iiness.

Our keynote spesker, Rev. ).
Muldaer of Toronto, was introduced by
"ﬁé%m DeBoersap, and Margaret Tan-

hage spoke & word of apprecistion

ri




m sysils ""m speech was entitled:
‘Gladiy 10 Serve.” He started with an
Bstration s}% a *ma map. What good is
it 10 you if you do not know your posi-
Hon? B your spot, mark & with g red
arrow, and then vou go from there,
Guido de Brés is behind you now, but
don’t fet the faith the school stands for
be feft behind you,

We are different from the rest in-
asrauch a8 we have leamed Christ as
ohildrén of the Almighty God. This is
our goal, 335 we are s chosen race,
Sod’s own people. We should always
know our position on the map. The
mgin road, the roadsigns, God has
given us: Love Me, Serve Me, Keep My
Name, Honour Me. Then, without hav-
ing to worry about the detalls — like
szl side streets, city streels — we
will reach our goal,

Rev. Mulder, ke a good minister,
gave us soma points on which he gave
some detail: God is around you, like a
circle around a dot. We are His unigue
possession. He gave us a place of privi-
lege, protéction, responsibility, and
finally of fellowship.

Rev. Mulder alzo had a good word
for our teachers: You have given much
of yourself to these graduates, and may
look back with mixed feelings at the
four years you have taught them. Once
the Lord will judge the work of studenis
and teachers and will ook for lovalty.
Fev. Mulder's final words were on be-
half of the parents: “Let the Light of
God shine upon the life of the children
of the Lord.”

The two-year diplomas were
presented o Alice Bosscher and Dan
Linde, followad by the proficiency
awards for Grade 12:

Dratting and

Electricity ... .. .. ... Alan Bethlehem
English ........... Wilma Hopman
French and Latin e Ron Faber

Jake Ruggl
History and

Geography . ... .. Margaret Tenhage
Mathematics and

Science ... ...... Margaret Tenhage
Shorthand .......... Mary Costdvk
Typing ........... Janice Hartman

The Student Council Award went
1o Shetley Lof for suistanding service.

The evening would not have been
complete without 8 word from the
graduates. They had elected Ron Faber
to deliver the Valedictory Address on
their behalf, He turned the clock back
10 the first day of Guido de Brés at the
old bullding on Wentworth  Sirest,
which was either 100 hot or o0 cold,

‘An excellent buffet dinner.”

and Hlustrated the differences betwesn
this oid scho 95 an z:i our é:) autiful new
one. Hehad ssenaiot o hame%, also
with respect 1o teachers and policies.
“The most important té‘nngs that have
remainad through the vears of change
are the lessons that our parents and
isachers have taught us. And so, |
would like to thank our parents, who
gave their time, effort and money, 1o
send us to Guido. The graduates thank
all the teachers who were patient
enough to see us through. And all of us
thank God, Who aliowed us to study
the subjects from Math to Phys. Fd. in

Paul Aasman
Alan Bethiehem
Andy Blokker
Wilma Bos

Jim Buist

Joyce DeBoer
Mark DeBoer John
Richard Degelder

Anne Denbok
Ron Faber
Janice Hartman
George Hofsink
Wilma Hopman

Jackie Hordyk
Andrew Kampen
Ed Knegt

Elaine Knegt
Anita Koster
Handy Kuniz
Ligtenberg
Jeannie Linde
Shelley Lof

Nick Mans

Mary Costdyk
Carl Qostarhoff
Nettie Post

a way He prescribed for us. It is
through His will that the first %mr years
of Guido have been a success.”

We sang from Psalm 107. Rev.
Mulder offered the closing praver. And
what had heen a beautifu! and joyiul
svening was ended with our National
Anthemn. There was time left for some
socializing, shaking hands with grad-
yates, and masting old friends from
other congregations, and we could
leave for home with a thankful heart.
The Lord is abways faithful,

Arie J. Hordyk

Jake Ruggi

Herma Selles

Halen Speijer
Henry Tenhage
Margaret Tenhage
Henry Togereiz
Mark Vandnds!
Phil VanAndel

Ann Vandenbos
Stan Vandenbos
Greta VanMeutagem
David VanZandwyk
John Werkman




Time and again it appears that our mediey is read well
and that, In fact, it is scanned to see whether any remark
could be made about | siwwmg g deficiency. | don't mind
that, for whosver writes can only be grateful for the fact that
what he writes is being read and discussed at all. That is
gomething which we most ceriainly can say about our med-
ey, Recently | was even introduced at a meeting as "the
mediey-man,” something which sounded to mes somewhat
fikethe ice cream-man.” Seeingthat someice cream can be
very welcome, we'll assume that our mediay, too, some-
times functions as cool water upon a hot forehead or a
cooled drink for a parched fongue.

it drew the attention of a brother that | am not very good
at calculating. | readily admit that, and hasten o add that
ministers do have a reputation that they are no good when it
comes to finances and to business matters; the few among
the ministers who are good in those poinis, on the other
hand, run the risk of being accused that they are too worldly
and should rather stick (o their task proper. You can’t win,
can you?

in any cass, the calculations concern the various clas-
ses held in British Columbla. | put that it would be more
economical 1o have the classes (with an e, please. That will
please the Rev. VanderBoom) held in the south of the Prov
ince. One of the northern methmz- comes with the fol hwm
correction: There are seven Churches in Classis Pacific. 2
Churches x 2 delegates x 5 times go Smih = 20 delegates,
5 Churches x 2 delegates x 2 times go north = 20 dele-
gates. wf*r**’s the difference?

i tried it with a calculsior, but pushed the wrong but-
fons. shai gave me such sirange resulis that | hastily went
back to pancil and paper, but | could not come 1o a different
conclusion than my brother did, and thus have 10 concede
defeat. One point for you!

There is still a sort of P.S. 1o that letter. It reads, “To
which one does Rev. VanOene refer when talking about the
Valley: The Bulkley Valley or the Fraser Valley?”

When | speak of The Valley, | am not referring to the
Hootenay Valley or the Okanagan Valley or even the Bulidey
Yalley, but to the Fraser Valley. it may sound somewhat
chauvinistic, but to me the Fraser Valley is The Valley. | hope
that all our readers can bear with this weakness of mine
Anyway, | have taken away the possibility of misunderstand-
ing and have clarified the term used. Now we can proceed.

We find brother and sister Luiten in Carman celebrating
their forty-fifth wedding anniversary on December 7ih. |
recall that at their fortieth wedding anniversary we wers told
that owr brother was very active in leading the cheir. |

wonder whether he is still d@éng that. Anyway: our sincere
C‘mqraﬁuiﬁtims on this occasion and many blessings for the
future,

Remaining in the personal sphere for a moment, we
mention that the Rev. W, mmpc,z was admitted 1o the hos-
pital for back trouble. He | is ﬁama, physictherapy at the
moment and we hobe that this may bring the desired relief

and improvement. We wish ou .s"k‘ other also patience and a
good confidence in our faithful God and Father.
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Othar news from the Homiiton Church s that &
ties and the whole congragation were "f*mm&ﬁy
listen fo two speakers and participgte in a d;%@ﬁwf%ﬂ ﬁn
Family Planning. The two speskers, namely Hev. G Van
Dooren and Dr. L. Loopstra, have agreed o spesk on the
Biblical and Medical aspects of the topic respactively.”

From Lincoin comes a word of advice for the Comi
tees of Administration. The following paragraphs ere of
inferest

The use of the Church building is free for all Church
members of Lincoln, for Weddings, Banquets, sic.

There is, however, a charge for the cleaning of the
building afterwards.

Due to the for gﬁ%‘?ui;‘*- s of many of us the consistory
has ss‘;simb%@ﬁ s not to consider the building booked
until paid for

S0, avoid bwmg

locked out!

That may be something to be considered b uy other Commit-
tees and Consistories, 2::;(3. There iz indesd a large measure
of forgetiuiness in this respect.

The Lincoln and Smithville uu"t jregati ions are going to
part in the matter of the Family Post. That is thelr weeldy bub
lefin, and at the beginning of the m& year they will issue
separate bulleting for the two Churches. | do not know what
the reasons are for the discontinuation of ih@ cooperation,
but | always deplore such a thing. From the Valley {and thag
means: the Fraser Vallev!) | sﬁiway& have good memories
concerning the excellent coopsration that we had. Theve
are five Churches in the Valley now, and they still have their
combined Church News. in this manner each and every
Church keeps abreast of the news in the other Churches.
For the Church members it is one of the means {o remain
well-informed about the things going on, the well-being and
the linesses of their friends and relatives who moved away.
Why can that not be done everywhere? Then | have in mind
aspecially those Churches which were one at one time, but
which became too large with the result that they now are
wo.

Personally | cannot see why such should not be possi-
bie. We had the same here in Fergus and Guelph, and | de-
plore until the present day that separate bulieting are issued.
Combination would also prevent mwh duplication of mes-
sages and work. In practically all bulleting which | received |
found the piece ssnt by some Toronto members concerning
the action against abortion. You know what | mean. That
means that in even so many Congregations the whole let-
ter was retyped for the bulletin. The same is the case with
messages from the Federation of Canadian Reformed Uni-
vwmty Students. Combined bm&ems could contain a column

“Gieneral News,” a3 is the case in the Valley.

Apparently | am too idealistic, although the examples
are there to prove that it is a2 workabie idea. | even think that
the Churches in the Valley would not be prepared to termi-
naie thelr coopearation in this respect. | wished that the co-
operation was extended 1o the Mission News.

Enough of that. P've had my say and hope
with much agreement.

We move on to Burlington. Both bulletins {ancther case
where combination would be only beneficial, | think) contain
information about the possibility of using Cable T.V. When |
quote from only one bulleting | do not in any way wish 1o dis-
criminate against the other. “En passant” we Insert some
information about activity in radio broadcasting.

that it meets



The “Voice of the Church” is continually expanding, as
you perheps know. Since Fergus-Guelph (and Orange-
vilie, vO) has joined in and London/Watford is on the
brink of signing & contract with a radio siation in their
area, the feeble beginnings of our broadcast committes
have changed into a complex set-up. For a smooth oper-
ation in all areas the Committee is contemplating fo
change its format and appoint sub-committees io look
after the regular routine. We anlicipate that the
participating churches will approve our proposals.

As you know, the taping for the forthcoming T.V. pro-
gram took place last Friday in the Rehoboth Church. We
are told that the program usually is aired 7 to 10 days
after taping and will try to give you accurate day and time
in next week's bulletin.

The bulletin prior to the one | quoted from above tells us the
foliowing.
The theme we have chosen is “The Lord . . . Our Shep-
herd,” and the program consists of organ and recorder
selections, narration, poetry, children, and congregation-
al singing.”

it is beautiful when the opportunities are given to us fo
speak the Word of God in every possible way and that we
have the brothers and sisters who are willing and able to
give their time and talents for that work. Personally | have
been “toying” with the idea of the purchase of a video-
recorder and camera, so that we can record whole services
and broadcast them via Cable T.V. Recently | received a let-
ter from a brother dealing with that topic. | hope {o pay at-
tention to that in the near future. For the moment let it suf-
fice 1o bring the point to the fore and to remind each and
every one that there may be more possibilities which we are
not aware of but which definitely are being used by the ene-
mies of the Lord.

Once in a while | listen o an all-news station, and aboui
a week ago | heard a tape being broadcast via that station
which was sent from Russia. It was a tape on which ques-
tions concerning Russia were answered. You can well imag-
ine in what vein that was being done. Could we not in the
same manner air tapes which answer questions about the
Word of God and about the Church of Christ? | only make a
suggestion.

Our new Hymn Section has been received by the Chur-
ches and in various ways it is being tested. The book with
four-part music is available now, and that takes away an ob-
stacle which was in the way of some. In Brampton “it is
planned to have an evening of singing and fellowship in the
church building on December 8, 1979, at 7:30 p.m.” Then
the Hymns will be sung and tried out. In by far the most
cases this will not cause any difficulty. There are, however,
songs in which the rhythm has been changed or where
changes have been made in the tune. Don't forget that it is
all provisional, and for that reason criticism is welcome. |
expect that I'll be able to write a separate piece about our
Book of Praise and all things involved in revising it, and to do
so for the next issue of Clarion.

In Fergus we started with the singing of the “Credo” on
the first Sunday of the month. The “practice-run’ did not go
too badly, and thus we dared to set out on this path.

One last piece of information from Ontario.

The Ottawa Consistory heard a report from its chairman
“on the bid on the property in Kanata. Due to a mis-
understanding with the real estate agent, our bid was un-
reasonably low. The property was, in fact, priced beyond

On Decernber 7th brother and sister J. Luiten celebrated their 45th
Wedding Anniversary. From Enschede, The Netherlands the couple
moved to Canada in 1954. Upon arrival they took up residence in
Carman, Manitoba, where they still live today. Although many people
at their age become residents of a senior citizen’s home, the Luitens,
who for many years worked in the Boyne Lodge, Carman, were able
to continue to live in their own cosy home upon retirement. Both
remain active in the life of the Congregation.

our reach.” That is too bad, for suitable properties are not all
that numerous.
in one jump we land in Alberta’s capital. The matter of to
split or not to split still occupies the minds. We wish the
brethren wisdom in this respect,
At one of the meetings of the Consistory a
complaint was voiced with regard to a certain confiden-
tial matter having “leaked out” of the Council meeting.
Since the name of the guilty party remained unknown, all
the members were reminded of their promise contained
in the Subscription Form, i.e, to keep all matters dealt
with in Council or Consistory in the strictest confidencs,
unless they have been published in the Press Release,
At first | frowned when reading that of the “Subscription
Form,” but then | thought | remembered that Edmonton did
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weld thmt provision o thelr Form of Subscoription. 1 am right
i ts, | st say that # s indesd a sarious matier when
sush g confidentislly s required in 3 fomm o which one
subsaciibed 8 vickied. That should not happen. Even with-
out 8 wpnature it should not be that matiers wiich are to be
kopt contidential are "revesied” © the one or the other. In
by far the most instances such reveiation 18 not 1o the up-
buliding of the Chureh,

The Edmonton Consistory also recsived

& recusest from our Korea Reliet Committes o approve &

gessation of £ f;@aﬂ Adal support to the Hanohon Gmhamr; &

in Korea. This is due 1o the fact thal this orphanags is
able o1 wewe m !?m et supnort in Korea from amar
mant, churches, and ofher agencias in the counbry. Per-
mission was granted. The commitiee will receive a nots
of gratitude for ail the work dong i ifs many vears of
gxigtence.
'{?@3 suoport 10 that orphanage is discontinued does
mean that the commities s rendersd inaclive. Mo, of
ways will be sought o show mercy o those far away.
inthe Edmonton bulletin the Rav. DeBruin discusses the
guestion whether a Teachers’ College would be of benefit o
the socisties and schools other than those in Ontanio. He
comes to the conclusion that such benefit would be only in-
diract. There s one paragraph in his articls in which | found
incorrect information, That ig In the foliowing paragraph.
“Forget about the governmeni grant,” you say: That is
sasy taikéﬁg for those fiving in Ontarie who have had their
high school paid for by the brothers ang sisters in Hob
land. For the isolated congregations in the West the foun-
dation grant is 8 God-send, Wahout i, secondary edu-
cation would be a virtual impossibility.
in those fines | do not find & description of the factua
tion.

in the first place: i s not true thet the brothers and
sigters in The Netherlands paid for the Guido de Brés High
Mhmé They did bring together 8 considerable amount of
mongy, and this pald for by far the largest part of the otal
oont Q= the building. That certainly was a fremendous boost,
saving a considerable amount on the yearly budget, but #
did not cover the total sum needed for the bullding.

Secondly: the Guido de Bres High Schooi is not the
only one in Ontaric, 85 s sometimes thought in other parts
of the couniry and as was aiso assumed in The Metherlands
by s0me.

The two congragations of Fergus and Guelph maintain 2
high school whicn by now numbers twelve grafie , andd Jzey
have never received evan one penny etther for :zrmﬂ% of

a buliding or for thelr current expensess. Stating that “that is
gasy sking for those living in Ontario” ignores completely
what has been done and is being done in paris of Ontario
other than H&m%ﬁcn and surroundings. it can, of course be
wnderstood as “those-lving-in-Oniaric-who-have-nad-their
high-schoolpaid-for,” but whe would ever read that as &
resirictive clause? Someons reading the ;sésv"stem@ simply
undersiands it as: “the peopie in Ontario.” Cur two com-
bined Congrsgsiions number st sbout 800, Ouwr iotsl
Schoo! budget for the vear 187271880 8 some
$180,000.00. Without 2 cent of subsidy or foreign help.
Eany s i«;mg)

Furiher | happen o know that Smithers had s fwelve
grades long befors the Province of British Columbia gave
any granis. Sscondary education did not appear 1o be 2
“wirtual impoasibility” thers.

not
e
¥

Lzig

{ situa-
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§ ooulkd mention more Orasa, but e abiovs Wil suitios, |
think, 10 show that there & more o-the malier (an the
above quotation would sugoest.

Let us end up k1 the Bulldey Valtey for this dme Wus,
ine Bulkley Yailey is indesd a valley and g besuliiul one 9t
that. In the shadow of the Hudson Bay Moundeins we find g
brother who “passed on a largs jar wéi‘%& méﬂ:s a8 & dongtion
for the Home Mission work, Aé: firet count i contained no
less than 514000 Good for umz%mm i you r%ﬁ&m
whether thers were sm ¥ vare coing in the pile? However, b d

not think thet | need 1o draw the attention of the brathren o
that possibility.

This then, peloved readers, is the ast mediey in 1878,
id, nay, the yvear of our Lord, Gratshsl for
you have paid o these pleces, | bid ya:m
an ‘« Scx yeat 'S :smwe i mff BXDTRSS t’"zg« wé’*h !Ehﬁa We e

i

the v :-aas m‘ tesé“ v““hi
he

3’3 ank ;@u ‘f’fzr wu‘ m"iue*ﬂw w:tﬁ f’a’“e wbgm may haw
been sorely Wed at imes these pieces have cone
ributed even i a small way o the upbuliding of the
Church and 0 a keepin :.; gveryihing in the right way, the
many pightly hours spent n writing them will have bomae a
rich fruit.

‘"’we Lord

our God bless you sz

A
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Hebrews 11

as an inhe

and he went out,
not knowing
where he was 1o go

asina foreign land,
living in tents
with fsaac and Jacob,

of the promise.

For
2 looked forward
o & city
-1 has 1 mmm ons.
> Ruilder and Maker

5 God,




we have informed you of
m of the Rev. P.K. Meijer
isa had been denied, more
ation of further developments
been received, /so that the whole
ion can now be seen in a some-
at more favourable light. In a letter
ed September 12, 1979, the Rev.
- Meijer wrote that his visas had not
‘been granted due to “lack of profes-
sional qualification! Rev. Meijer writes:
When | asked the same police officer
whether | could send in a new request, he
said | could, but | had to do it within eight
days . ... At the end of the short conversa-
tion he gave me the address of a so-called
despachante. Despachantes are people
who try to find the proper channels in the
bureaucratic tangle of departments and

offices. They can be very helpful. So, we

went immediately to the despachante (the
Kuiks were with us). The despachante
appeared to be a female lawyer, special-
ized in cases of foreigners as to passports,
visas, etc. This lady gave us new hope by
saying that sending proof of graduation in
Kampen and a new declaration from the
church in S3o José, stating that the
church still wants me as their minister,
would solve the problem. The next day
she would go to the Police to study the
process.

Two days later we went again to Recife
to the fawyer with some documents. She
made up the text for the new declaration
of the church. We also decided to send in
the declaration from Council of June, 1978
stating that | am an ordained minister. The
lawvyer explained that the Federal Police
does not like missionaries any longer since
many of them are doing things other
than preaching. Many of them are not or-
dained ministers. Besides that, there are
many foreigners illegally in the country.
So, the government is restricting the
number of visas. in our case, however, she
said there should be no problem. 99 to 1
that | would get the visa. Let’s hope she is
right.

The next day, August 30, | went again to
the lawyer with the new declaration. She
made a declaration by which we author-
ized her to handle our case before the
authorities. This declaration, signed by the
notary public in S8o José, | brought back
on September 3. Three days later, when
we were in Recife again, we heard that the
Police were analyzing the new papers. Up
to now we do not know for sure whether
the Federal Police in Recife have accepted
the documents, which is an important
stage in the process. | think they did, be-
cause otherwise we would have had word

from the lawyer. She expects an answer
from Brasilia within one month . . ..

This was quite a story, brothers. A story
with a lesson, namely, to continue our
prayers and to continue thanksgiving that
we are still here.

(Thus far Rev. Meijer’s letter.)

Rev.Boersema’s papersrequesting
permanent status in Brazil were accept-
ed by the Federal Police in Recife, so
that they can now stay in the country
until word is received on their applica-
tion. The despachante expects that
they will hear about those papers with-
in two months. it is encouraging to
note that the Rev. J.P.C. Simpelaar,
called to serve as missionary in Curitiba
by the church at Assen, has received a
temporary visa for two years. (When
applying from within Brazil you can
only apply for a permanent visa.) They
expect him in Brazil very scon.

Considering all the news and
information we have received we can
indeed be very thankful to the Lord that
the total picture seems less dark now
than it did a month ago. May He bless
the work for His Church with the
granting of visas.

Weaving through the bureaucratic
maze in pursuit of visas and other
necessary documents has devoured
much of the missionaries’ time. This is-
sue of Mission News therefore carries
no regular reports of their activities
from their hand. We do, however,
know that our missionaries and their
families are doing well and that the
work does go on. We also do have a
very welcome letter from Mrs. R.F.
Boersema.

Rev. and Mrs. Meijer have now
moved to Maragogi, although mission-
ary activities there have not really start-
ed in earnest as yet. Please note their
new address elsewhere in this Mission
News.

As you can also read in this issue,
the work of the Mission Aid continues
as well. There is concern, however,
about the drop in income received this
year as compared with the previous
twelve months. Let us (continue to)
remember -also this important work,
not only in prayer, but also in deed.

C.Van Dam
J. VanderlLinde

ADJUSTING

After receiving f
a new land, one has
adjusting to some changes
style and surroundings.
wrote to you before about first irr
sions, | would like this time t
with you some of our adjustments.

Adjusting to the weather. We
came here to Brazil in April, which is
during the spring in Canada. April is
during the fall here in Brazil. The tem-
peratures, however, were like summer
in Canada. They still are and it's winter
here now. (lI've just succeeded in
mentioning the names of all four
seasons in as many sentences!) The
humidity is quite tolerable, though we
have yet to experience summer here.
Though there have been some rainy
days this winter (we have to adjust to
no snow), the sun shines brightly most
of the time. It is quite different to us fo
spend a day on the beach in the middle
of winter. Indeed, it feels like August to
us. We will have to adjust to not seeing
the leaves on the trees change colourin
the fall and watch as the wind blows
them to the ground and, instead, see
our skin change colour and watch as
the fans blow! ‘

Adjusting to the people. The
people here in Sdo José€ are as human
as you or |. They have emotions and
feelings, though theirs may not be ex-
pressed in the same way as ours
would. They also have sin, as do you
and I. But we also experience God's
love, and the salvation we have re-
ceived is the same salvation we preach
in S3o José.

It is easy to become depressed
here by the poverty and to feel sorry for
these people. Wouldn't it be nice if
they could live in houses like ours, in-
stead of mud huts with dirt floors?
Maybe not. They have so little, but
maybe we have too much. Because
these people are so poor, they live day
by day, taking one day at a time. While
on the one hand it looks like just a
matter of survival, one could call it for
our brothers and sisters, a daily
dependence on God to supply their
needs. Maybe we are sometimes too
secure in our material goods to depend
on God for our daily bread. If you had
nothing today, wouldn’t you ask God
to supply you with what you need for
the moment, and not worry too much
about 15-20 years from now? We must
be thankful for everything we receive
from the Lord, each day anew. So, we
are adjusting to seeing the “poor”
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ple here and are learning that we do
d many material goods to live
“well as to be thankful for a//
Waaith is not measured in
matena! but spiritual, goods. We are
rich if we have salvation through the
death of our Saviour, and then He
promises to supply all our needs, day
by day.

As is a North American custom,
we always want to rush to get a job
done so the next job may be done, etc.
The people here seem to move very
slowly to us. But, what's all our rush? is
it to make another dollar? Is it because
we have to do everything ourselves or
the job won't get done right {so we
think)? Sometimes the people here
could and should go a bit faster. Things
go slowly because people are affected
by the weather, poor health, much
bureaucracy, etc. However, these de-
lays teach us patience. We are, there-
fore, adjusting to a slower pace of
living.

Adjusting to new eating habits.
Some of the foods are different here,
We eat brown beans. We eat chuchu
{pronounced “shoo shoo”) which is
the kind of vyellow-green squash
with a thin peel. By our own choice
we eat fess meat and get our pro-
tein instead from beans, eggs,
cheese, etc. We eat less food, in
general, because of the heat. We eat
our “warm’’ meal at noontime, whereas
we used to do so at night. We cannot
yet eat raw vegetables, since they
cause us various digestive difficulties.
Sometimes we cannot buy what we
would like to eat, because it is not
available for one reason or another.
Some foods which we could get in
Canada are not at all available here, and
we sort of miss them. The list includes:
celery, raspberries, whipped cream,

Post
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broccoli, and cheddar cheese, to name
a few. But, we still feast compared with
those here who do and don't come to
our gate begging for food.

Adjusting to the “wildlife.” Well, if
I mentioned before my firstimpressions
of all the animals and insects here, |
should take the time to tell you how |
am {and we are) adjusting!

It is so easy to find the bad points
in something. We need rather to look
for the good points. For one thing, it
seems that all the animals and insects
I've been “bothered” by are really
harmless to me. I'm still suspicious of
new insects in the house, but try to be
reasonable with these guests by telling
them that | won't hurt them if they
don’t hurt me.

As far as the ants go, as soon as
the house was cleaned regularly, the
ants seemed afmost to disappear.
Becky also had a way of using the ants
for her good. If she didn't want some
food on her plate, she'd say, “That's
okay (not to eat it). The ants will eat iti”

Adjusting to the distance. The dis-
tance I'm referring to is the distance
between here and Canada. Though we
are very busy, we are still quite aware
that we are far away from home. We
anxiously await news of Canada and
the U.S. through letters which tell us
about what is happening in our fami-
lies, through church papers and publica-
tions which tell us about what is hap-
pening in our churches and with their
members, and for 7ime magazine to
tell us of national news.

Yet, we realize that we're here for
a purpose, and we're certainly not
alone. We are surrounded by the fel-
lowship of brothers and sisters of like
faith and are in the care of our Heaven-
ly Father Who helps us to overcome
any loneliness we may have. Some

> — In the foreground the home of Rev. Boersema, in backgrond the
home of the Kuiks; and the church building in between.

things are very different here, and it
takes time to adjust, but we are ust»
ing in the Lord that He will gu r
paths and help us to ad;ust to what-
ever He brings our way. He does not
forsake us. ,

We hope that you are all in the
same way encouraged to do whatever
work God has called you to do and 1o
make adjustments in your lives as they
are necessary.

in Christ’s service,
Lucille Boersema

* * #*

MISSION AID NEWS
Report No. 81
Report for the month of July, 1979

The wmonth of July alreaay
belongs to the past, and it is therefore
time to write a few things about all the
activities of the mission aid. At the time
of this writing we have been in Brazil
exactly seven vyears (8th of August
1972). We are thankful that the Lord
has been with us in all these years and
that He called us to do this work also
on behalf of you who are supporting
this work of mercy.

From the committee at Cloverdale
we always receive encouraging letters,
encouraging in the first place as far as
the financial support of the people is
concerned. We sometimes fesl that we
have spent a little too much when the
financial statement is made up by the
end of the month. We have expressed
this feeling several times to the Com-
mittee, because we know that our
people have more to support than the
mission aid. We like to thank all those
who contributed to the fact that the
Committee in Cloverdale is able to say:
Do not worry about it, we are well sup-
ported by the churches. We are very
thankful that you all are willing to share
some of your riches with those who of-
ten have none, although we realize that
for many of you it probably means to
sacrifice something.

We have enjoyed our first holiday
in seven years, from the 9th to the 14th
of this month. The first day we spent
shopping in the city without rushing to
get ready in time so that you can be
back home before dark, and that was
an experience by itself. The remainder
of the week, four days, we visited
some places in the interior of this state
coming back to the apartment at night
in Recife. Back home on Saturday we
picked up our job again, because the
people soon found out that we were



back home again. Rev. and Mrs. Meijer
lived in ow home during that time and
are still hving in with us until they will
move to Maragogi in the near future.
At present we are working in a house
they have rented for one year. Many
things have to be done in order to
make it a livable place. | am sure that
they themselves will write more about
i,

The nursery is in operation again.
Alzeni Maria came back again right
away in order to undergo a worm treat-
ment. She was sent home under the
condition to come back right away
after our holiday. She is just doing
wonderfully now and is a really healthy
girl again. Next week she will go home
for good.

Ronildo Joseé came on the 16th,
He is a brother of Regildo, a boy who
went home last month. Ronildo was
skinny and sick when he came here
and is presently following a treatment
for intestinal parasites. He is doing very
well now and will go home in August.

On the same day Joao Ferreira, a
boy of six years of age came. Joav is a
very sick boy. After a few days in the
nursery he took a turn for the worse.
He is very anemic, and because of this
many parts of his body are badly swol-
len, making it hard for him even to walk
properly. We took his case to a doctor
in B. for a private consultation and she
decided that he needed biood trans-
fusion right away in order ic save his
life. After a few days he was back in
the nursery again. However, after a
couple of days he went back to the
hospital for another blood transfusion.
He is now back with us again, and the
swellings are slowly disappearing,
making him look very, very skinny. We
have now good hopes that he will pull
through, although it will take a long
time yet before he will be healthy
again. He needs good food, but the
problem is that he cannot stand it, so
we have to go very slow with him.
Joao comes from a big family and lives
in the town of Abreu in this same
municipality. Uncles and aunts, some
of them younger than he is, are already
going to the Sunday school for years,
and, it the Lord spares his life, he will
probably go too in the future.

Resiane Maria is seventeen days
old. She came on the 25th of this
month. She came down with diarrhea
and vomiting. At present she is doing
well and will go home very soon.

On the last day of the month
Antonia Henrigue came back into the
nursery. You have read his name be-
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f&?’;ﬂ SAO JOSE DA COROA GRANDE and MARAGOG!

To all our brothers and sisters in Canada and elsewhere: May the Lord
bless and keep you throughout the New Year.

A todos os nossos irméos em Cristo no Canadé e em qualquer cutra
parte: Que nosso Senhor lhes abencoe e guorde atraves do Ano

ALCINA MARIA da CONC’EI{;EO
ALB@RTINA MARIA da SILVA e familia
ANTONIA MARIA da CONCEE(;%O g
AMARO BARROS LINS e

MARIA ANGELITA CALACO LINS e familia
CLARINDA MARIA da CDNCEEQAO
CREMILDA do NASCIMENTO VIEIRA e familia
ESTER TENORIO CAVALCANTE e familia
JAIME G(/)NCALO dos SANTOS e familia
JOAO e ARDIS KUIK e familia
JOA{;UIM GOMES da SILVA
JOSE ANTONIO VIEIRA
JOSE PAULINO GOMES e )

EJEARIA JOSE da SILVA e familia
JOSE RODRIQUES de BRITO
JOSEFA TEREZA VIEIRA R
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MARIA ALVES de SOLIDADE / 5
MARIA AURENICE TENORIO FERREIRA ¢ familia ¥
MARIA CASSIMIRO dos SANTOS e familia ?‘ﬁ
MARIA de PENHA BARBOSA e familia
NOEMIA SANTANA da SILVA g
PASTOR PEDRO e DONA ALIDA MEIJER )
t PASTOR RAFAEL e DONA LUCILLE BOERSEMA

e familia

fore, because it was only last month
that he was released. That can happen,
although in his case it is also the
mother who is kind of careless. Even
with the proper aid it is hard to instruct
her to do a good job. This boy also
comes from the town of Abreu and the
problem there is that this town has no
running water yet, so they go to a
town-well which everybody is using.
Good water is a big problem there, and
this means that the water which is
available has to be boiled, and | doubt
that they always do this. After all, their
parents and grandparents never boiled
water, so why should they?

So far | have only mentioned the
cases we admitted to the nursery.
However, there were many others we
have assisted in some way or another,
People who choose to live in the
country-side often live under the most
miserable conditions, even though they
could do something about it them-
selves if they had some kind of educa-
tion. it seems that some of them no
longer care about how they live. Such a
case we met last week yet. In this case

the father came for help, carrying a
seven-year-old boy who was seriously
anemic. Working in Maragogi that day,
Rev. Boersema and Ardis brought him
to the hospital where he died a few
days later. We picked up another child
of the same family the same day, but
also this child died a few days later in
the same hospital. Twins of the same
family died last year, the parents told
us. That makes four within two years.
But life is like that, they say, and if that
is what the Lord wants, well, what can
you do about it? No tears in this case.
Deus € bom! {God is good). In the
meantime, something could have bsen
done, if they had only looked for help in
time. We see here something of the
tremendous guilt of a church which has

‘baptized them all without any instruc-

tion from her side.
I would like to end this report now.
We hope that it will reach you in due
time,
Receive our sincere greetings and
best wishes in the Lord.
Yours in Christ’s service,
John Kuik
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o Year-End lssue is complete with nuﬁ a long or short

revigw of the year - passed by and disappears all too
guickly into the hs nistory

%

) Ww:d show i gﬁ’?*iihﬁﬁ‘ towards the LORD if we
should it 1 some of the events that took place,
sOME O ngs we received, some of the difficulties
ihrough wi zdz the Lord guidad us by His wisdom and power.
Are God's chi s exhorted in Scripture 0
remember the dead > ? Are they not always urgsed
not 1o forget what the God ot the covenant did?

L«"ualﬁ
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the changing of the watch, at the wansition from
the old year into the new, people love fo look back, and they

are eager 10 ook into the future. The former they can do, the
latier appears to be impossible every time anaw.

But who is there who lets his expeciations and his hopes
be determined by what did happen in the past? Almost
gveryvone hopes i:é'“*t things wili be better, and his “heiter

A

judgment” telis him that, on the ground of his experiences in
the past, his hopes are o high. Did he not have the same
hopes last year, and was It not one big d%ﬁa;;epssrﬂm& W7

We, too, base our expectations for the future on what
we received a d rienced m the past, for we do not

“for Qe*”i he blessin gs 3?’ the Lord; that is: we let cursseives be
guided by those deeds; they ¢ fete mine our outlook on the
*fmf_sm

Christians certainly Ipok towards the future: it is the
future of Christ. But they ook in mw tirst place m * e past, for
what they can expsct in the ‘fusu is base
ceived in the past. Thus we “remember” and | 0’5:
gives us courage o look towards the wu 2, and we do s0
with confidence.

No one should expect new things in a review of the past
vear. in such a review we can only repeat that which we
heard and read before; we can mention only known facts. We
do so, however, in order that the blessings may stand out
clearly before our eyes

Blessings we have received indesd.

Let us recall some of them,

w R F B

Ajthough in some instanc
cancelled, either because -,:*:‘ gl
flooding, there was no ma;o d amp*mr Ma‘{ we
mgatmf to listen to s Word sing praise
Mame, to call upon 3mfém to n‘iw Christian 'zi'ms, wem.
having u’z be atraid of persecution or harassment. What tha
means is semething we realize whan we hear or read mcm
the ham&c’i which Christians in other parts of the world &ften
have 1o endure, Sometimes we wonder how long we shall
keep this privilege, and we wonder about that especially
when we see the growth of iniguity and the increase of sin,
the unashamed display of perversity. We do not wonder w*w
God can tolerate all the misery; we rather wonder how long
the Lord will stili tolerate all the inigu ‘:,f

In-some regions reading services were the exc

eption,
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other parts they are aimost the rule. Classis Ontario South
will soon have no vacancy left. | rfc not know how long ago
that could be said. Or was m re always at lgast one vacanoy?
The fruits of the work at our College are thus seen 1o the joy
of the Churches: one of *?w *ﬁme Candidates who completad
their course of mJuy at our College this vear was ordained as

Minister of the Gospel in the Watford Church: Candidate
PK.A. De Boer, arﬂﬁ “‘aa arrival filled the last-existing vacancy

south,

f‘% 2658 (‘mam North, on the other hand, saw ancther
vacancy created when %,4 Rav. Cl. Stam went 1o Smithville
from Burlington-West. The latter Church, on the other h and
extended a call to the Rev. W. ?‘ ‘,mess&rw %m‘m wheim, The
Netherlands, who accepted the call, When be has arrived ang
has been installed in his service in wnmgmm there will stil
he a vacancy in that Church, for the decision was made 1o call

in Ont

el

a second minister. Together with the vacancies at Bramplon,
Guelph, and Ottawa, that makes four vacancies in Ontario

North., Help from the Professors at our College and from the
minister-emeritus  of bmimr@“’@n %ﬁa%*' the Rev. G. Van
Dooren, alleviates the problem of pulpit supply somewhat.
Still the situation remains far from g fa al,

The other ministers-emeriti in Ontaric had some heslth
problems lately. The Rev. Roukema was experiencing a
sethack in his health, the Rev. Loopstra was even hospitalized
with back problems, and the Rev -.A"}h@iz&iﬁ saw himseif
compelled to resign as lecturer at our College because of il
health. Even though those brethren are not ame to conduct

services or 1o be otherwise ee:gﬁa%ﬂ in the work in the Con-
gregations, they do keep abreast of the news, and, by their
prayers and interest, by their ri vice and discussions with

others, they still contribute towa

body of Christ

Some of the other (
‘s gare for some

is the upbuilding of the

Ontario ministers, 100, were under
time. Hav. Stam was hospitalized for a
had to rest for a2 while at
§ not seem

brief period of time, and others
home. Yef they are all back &
have serious health problems.
Going to Manitoba, we mention that the Church at
Winnipeg will also see the vacancy filled when Candidate
Bw?” Berends ffi ﬂardaénaz,ﬁ as thelr minister. We hope that
> strength and wisdom fo serve
‘wch for m u’”W vears 1o its upbuilding, for this
> through severe trials during the years since
fhen the Rev. De E‘Sr;ﬁn ieft tor Edmonion,
-,ﬁ vacant again, and is therefore very happy

4 another ;*v"mmu of the Word out of the

doctor
T

=
el
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s hand.

In Edmonton another vacancy was created by the
decision to split the Congrega for the time bel ng into two
wards, with the intention that they will becoms two autono-
mous Churches. The vacancy is there already, And Eﬁ??h&&d
and Neeriandia are mm vacant, 1oo. That makes for three
vacancies in the classical region of Alberta/Manitoba

British Columbia, on the other hand, has no vacancy at

Lord’




all, as is the case with Ontario-South. Candidate G.H.
Visscher was ordained as minister of the Church at Houston,
and the Rev. C. Van Dam exchanged the Brampton par-
sonage for the one which the New Westminster Church built
for its new minister.

One of the ministers in the Fraser Valley, the Rev. D.
VanderBoom, celebrated the completion of twenty-five years
in the ministry, a fact that was gratefully remembered by the
Langley Congregation in a festive assembly.

Now that we are speaking of ministers anyway, we may
as well mention our Theological College, our Seminary, from
which three Bachelors of Divinity emerged this year who all
have found a place in the midst of the Churches. That is a
great blessing, and we are grateful to the Lord that He has
enabled the Faculty and students to continue the work at this
institution. In order that the work might not be interrupted,
the Rev. VanOene was appointed temporarily to take care of
the Department of Ecclesiology. Two new students were
admitted in September, so that the total number of students
at the moment is five. We do know of others who are prepar-
ing themselves for admission; and thus the future does not
look bleak, but somewhat brighter than it did a few years ago.

For their own development the ministers organized
some workshops. Those in the West came together in
Calgary, and it appears to have been so successful that they
are already looking forward to the next get-together.

The Ontario ministers have their workshops in the
College. The advantage is the presence of the Faculty. It has
become customary that one member of the Faculty lectures
on those days, and that the second lecture is given by a non-
Faculty member. It is a pleasure to be able to sit down and
listen, drinking in and being taught instead of having to give
and to teach.

This past year our Theological Seminary was brought
closer to the brotherhood in the West, since the Convocation
was held in the Fraser Valley. The reasons for this were that
two of the three Graduates come from the Fraser Valley and
that it was deemed good to celebrate the tenth anniversary of
this Institute for Higher Learning with the brothers and sisters
in the West. The benefits of that decision clearly outweighed
the extra costs by far.

When we speak of ministers, we do not forget those
who have been sent out to preach the Gospel to those far
away.

Rev. Boersema and family left for Brazil, where the Rev.
and Mrs. Meijer had gone earlier. Both missionaries are still
waiting and working for their permanent visas. Meanwhile
they do preach the Gospel, and the work goes on. The Kuiks
still take faithful care of the needs of the people on the
Brazilian mission field; the Vegters from Irian Jaya were over
and spent part of their furlough in Canada, but are back in the
field, much to the joy of the Rev. Versteeg and his family.

E R O O

From preachers to preaching-places is only a small step.
Thus we proceed to the building activities in the midst of the
Churches.

In Langley definite plans are being discussed and drawn
up for a Church building. Some sort of cooperation exists
between the Church, the High School Society, and the
Resthome Society.

New Westminster built a new parsonage to provide
shelter for the Van Dam family; Houston purchased a new
parsonage for its minister; Smithville sold Manse number 2,
but had to purchase another one now that the Rev. Stam

moved to that Church from Burlington West. Watford
purchased a house for its new minister.

Abbotsford decided to go ahead with the purchase of a
pipe organ for its auditorium; Cloverdale built an annex to the
Church building, an annex which is partially financed by the
School Society; for the use of this annex an arrangement has
been made with the William of Orange School. Chilliwack
had intentions of purchasing an existing Church building, but
could not yet succeed in its undertakings. Carman is talking
about a new Church building and has made quite some
progress in this respect, whereas Ottawa tried a few times to
acquire some property but did not get its wish.

* ¥ ¥ K K

As for the activities in the midst of the Churches: the
work of mission (both foreign and home) had the almost-
constant attention of the Consistories and Congregations.
Hamilton received permission to undertake mission work on
its own, in cooperation with the Churches of Ontario South.
Hamilton decided to seek a mission field in Brazil.

Burlington-East, on the other hand, decided to support
Toronto again in its mission work, a work which is now prac-
tically the work of the Churches in Ontario North.

As for the spreading of the Gospel round about us, the
work of broadcasting speeches grows. In the Fraser Valley
the 127% -year jubilee was celebrated; in Ontario the work was
expanded by adding more stations to the group over which
the programs are aired.

The possibilities which Cable T.V. offers have also been
explored and are being used.

Another form of contact with a view to spreading the
Gospel has been found in Smithers, where special ties are
being sought with young people of our native population, the
Indians.

In this connection we may also mention the work of
mercy, done for people far away. The support which was
given to Korea has diminished to a trickle, if it has not
stopped altogether yet. Help to orphanages and children’s
homes in other parts of the world has been continued and
even expanded. Add to that the help which is given to
refugees from Southeast Asia, and we can see that the
mercies which God has shown to us are not hoarded as if
they were our private possession which we are aliowed to
limit to ourselves, but that they are shown to others. We
hope that those who are being helped in this manner may
discover the basic reason behind our actions, and may also
learn to know the Lord Jesus Christ.

LR O O

As for our schools, they are expanding without much
fanfare and advertisement, both in number and in extent. One
new school was opened this year: the Credo School of
Brampton/Toronto. Other schools added grades and thus
came closer to their ideal coverage or even reached the limit
they had set for themselves.

Our teachers had their curriculum days, their study
sessions (not a camouflaged strike!), and their conferences.
The latter was the case in the West for the first time. A
Teacher’s Convention was held in Coaldale, and the reports
confirm that it was a very useful experience — a fact which
calls for a repetition of the event.

There are not many places left where no Canadian
Reformed School is found. Therein, too, we see the rich
blessing of the Lord.
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Qur Young People’s Societies had their study weekends,
our Men’s and Women'’s Societies had their League Days.
Sometimes such a League Day involved only two societies,
as was the case with the one in Winnipeg; sometimes there
were four or five societies involved, as was the case with the
League Day in Calgary; sometimes a whole province was

upset when wives and mothers left their homes and families
behind and travelled to a central meeting-place, as was the
case in Ontario where they came to Fergus, or in the Fraser
Valley where they met in Chilliwack. The men did thingsin a
somewhat more modest way, for | recall having read of only
one League Day, the one in Ontario, held in Guelph.

These all died

in faith,

not having received
what was promised,

but having seen it

FrEan and greeted it 2
Attention was given not only to those of youthful age or from afar,
of middle age; the elderly also received due attention. Rest : (.
Home Associations are still active in their discussions and and havmg aCknOWInged @
search; until now, however, no resthome has been built either that they were strangers J
in the east or in the west. and exiles “
Associations for the Handicapped are equally active; o,
realizing that especially this work is in the beginning stages, on the earth. @
we cannot expect too much as yet. Let it suffice that we 4
mention it. . N
Political associations display their activity in conducting For peOple ;r?'
meetings, in organizing campaigns to urge upon the who speak thus av
Members of Parliament the God-given obligation to protect . )
life, also the life of the as-yet-not-born infants, and in support- make it clear e,
ing candidates for various offices. that they are seeking “
Contact with others was found in Toronto, where the a homeland &)
Consistory met with the Consistory of the Willowdale Chris- : ‘Q
tian Reformed Church to discuss the differences which exist 2y
between them and us. Hamilton decided to take up contact .. -
with the Free Reformed Church in that place; in the Fraser If they had been thinking ;}\j
Valley discussions took place between the Consistories of the of that land Qf
Churches at Cloverdale and Langley and the Consistories of from which @
the Free Reformed Churches at Aldergrove and Pitt )
Meadows. they had gone out, 9
Little-known is the contact which we in Fergus have = they would have had %_9
been having for some time now with the members of the P . <
Christian Reformed Church who have broken with the latter ‘:f; opportunity (%3
because they can no longer take the responsibility for the i; to return. 7
deviation from the Scriptural path which they see within the ‘i{n @
Christian Reformed Church. It is hoped that this contact may &) )

strengthen the brothers and sisters and that from this humble oy But &

beginning a rich blessing may be received. One can never as it is e,
“plan” a reformation; one can only follow from step to step ’ @
where the Lord leads and guides. they desire g
a better country, @
IR . 5
that is, {:;I
We realize that the above review is very incomplete. b
There are hundreds of things that could have been men- a heavenly one. 5?
tioned. The above has been written in order that we should Therefore ;%‘3
remember with gratitude all the blessings which the Lord our God is not ashamed Q
God has bestowed upon us, and that we should continue, tob lled ]
having good confidence in Him Who in the past has be- 0 be calle fa
stowed upon us so many undeserved benefits for the sake of their God, @
Christ His Son. &/
To say it with the words of the rhymed Psalm 144: “May for He has prepared e
all those blessings to Thy praise incite us.” for them
Or, to say it with the words of the unrhymed Psalm 144: a city.

“Happy the people to whom such blessings falll
Happy the people whose God is the LORD!"”

vO
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Eataamad Brother,
i:‘ *h& i}ﬁm%:w Bih “i*wm Meav

Bt
‘“&'éﬂé"“ in Naw W w%*msﬁmef “mu writa:
“Ungil this present dav | have not been
gble o dignover the actusl maaning of
surha hahdehake,”

' This somowhat amazes me.

Fremember that, many vears ags,
when 1 st was an inguisitive Jed, |
asked my father about this meaning.
Ao the explanstion which | received
from him was, ss | remember I,
bastcally the same as ih@ ong which |
read yvears later in Rev. G. Van Hong-
an's book Zin schons dienst,

Now when one of vour colleagues
devotes an entire chapter of 2 book on
thig very subject, then | don't think that
#is proper for vou to write that you
have not been able o discover the
actus! meaning. You certainly should
have been able 1o “discoves” the book
and the chapter mentioned above.

You may of course not agree with
Rev, Yan Rongen on this “issus” but
that is 3 different matter from not hav-
ing been able 1o discover what ap-
parently in the churches of the Refor-
mation has been genersily undersiood
10 be the meaning.

Dhring my “sojournings” on thves
continents | was a member of a consid-
aratue number of %fnvm d churches,
Fhave zlse been visiting many worship
Services in sister "humha:s, Only in a
fow places in Canada did | notice that
the handshake was a problem. Which

Awavs struck me a8 strange, to say the
taast. 11 abways gave me the impression
that the minister {or elder} was gscend-
ing the pulpit on the strength of his
own authorily, instead of by & “given”
authority, symbeolized by a “given”
handshaks. T only that impression can
be avoided, | would think that this
handshake serves g useful purpose,

Even in Canadal

Al the same: what ssams 1o be

the difficuity with the explanation given
by Hev. Wan Bongsn?

With brotherly regards,
Len Van Zandwijk

COMMENT

The topic is not new. | do not
know whaether brother Van Zandwyk
saves his copies of Clarion, i he doss,
he can find some remarks on this very

same point on page 307 of Volum

ware that the Rev,

fam m:‘wm; 8
B YLels irms‘; tha hand-

o
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“devoies an
entire cha me; n‘? > ham: o this aefy
subject,” 25 brother Van Zandwy
writes. However, that "entire ahap%r”
covars only thres and one-third pages
a*ﬂ ’{?‘*at shows that not all that much
can be said about it

3&&35(2’&6%:2&; the above-gquoted book
{Ziin schone dienst} doss not give any
historical  proof for the statements
mmade or for the sxplanation given. The
guthor himself wiites, “"We cannot say
whan this custom came into exisience.
From the Tollowing lines it will become
avident that it was known already be-
fore the Secession, Why It was intro-
duced Is an open gusstion.”

When It s an "open question”
why # cerfain action or gasture of cus-
tom was introduced, it is clear 1o any-
one that it is slso an “open guestion”
what that gesiure or gotion or custom
means. i it is known what some action
means, we Can also draw conclusions
25 10 whiy B was introduced at that
specific moment or in that particulsr
pericd of history; and when, on the
othar hand, we knhow why a certain
action was introduced, we also would
be enlightensad a5 fay as the meaning is
concerned,

Mow we know neither “the reason
why' nor “the maaning of”

Conclusion: "Your guess is as
good as msz“ s, angd my guess is as good
as yours.”

t do obiect to the thought that the
myinister is “authorized” {symbolically)
svery time anew; and | deny smphati-
cally that the minister goes on the pul-
pit and does there the work of a minis-

v "Dy order” or “by the dirsction of
the Conslgtory,”

§ say this because brother Van
Zandwyk closss his lgtier with the
guestion, “Al the same, what seems 1o
be the difficulty with the explanation
given by Rev, Van Rongen?”

Neither 5 minister nor an elder nor

deacon does his speciiic work “by
C‘.‘*€‘f§€“ of the Consistory.” These
brathren have received their offica vis
‘,.*e:i through the Ch\mh of Christ, as it
e “represented by" the Consistory
‘Furm for the Ordination), but they re-

sive thelr charge from i::‘,eu:xt and do

]
&
i 2
ok
o ol
&

thelr work oo by arder of
Waither ministars who  presoh
ieach, nor sideis who bm,»ag
visits, do g0 “by order of the
tory,” 8oy na&*‘agng whinh, a!%%ggmﬁi*g, =
axprossed in @ g;mmﬁm manner on
Sundays by the handshake. Why than
net a “handshaeks” when slders biing
family visits?

The only time | a0 something by
order of the iimas%smw" 3 when the
Consisgtory sends me 10 o brother of
sigtey or to g family (o conyey 3 mes-
zage from the Corsistory and charges
meg to do 50 In person. As for the rest, |
have not been, neither am | being,
athorized by the Consistory in any
way. My authorization {iike that of sach
and every office-bearer) comes from
Chrigt, not from any Consistory.

i can well imaging that in the davs
of the Heformation, with persecutions
raging and pecple fleaing left and right,
& handshake would make sense, viz. 1o
maske clear to the Congregation that
this unknown preacher was indeed no
intruder, no imposter, but a legitimats
minister of the Gospel. This stranger
was then not “authorized” but only
identified as a true and faithful servent
of the Lord, ¥ anyone should wish to
use the word “authorization” in this
connection, he should use it onby in this
sense, that that unknown preacher was
shown 1o be authorized to conduct this

particular sarvice in this specific Con-
gr&gaﬁoﬂ. i will be clear that such
would not apoly to the local minister.

From the above [t will be clear that
| disagree with the explanation which
the Rewv, Wan Hongen gives in his

above-nuoted book.

From that book i iz also clear that
the Bev. Van Rongsn himsel, in spite
of his investigations in this field, "has
not bheen able 10 discover the actusl
meaning” either. He does not tell us
what & meant originally and admits
frankiy thal he cannot do so elther,
hecause he dossnt know, has not
haen able 1o find it out. It is an “opan
guestion,”” he says,

Thus | think that | was not making
an improper statement at all when wiit-
ing that, as litle as E‘m Rev. Van
Bongen was abls 1o do, so | have not
besn abie to discover the actusl mean-
ing.

If someons can give more jight, |
= ¢ such elucidation.

HMowever, before anyone olimbs
behind  the typewritar 0 give his

oniniorn, i@‘* me mention a few things
which will not help at &l with finding

—
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out what the original, actual meaning
of the handshake is.

First: if someone tells us what he
thinks about it, or what so-and-so says
to be the meaning of the gesture.

Second: if someone tells us what
they did then and there in the course of
history.

The only thing that will be helpful
is: When we hear from the works of
those who lived in the days when the
custom was introduced, or who lived
shortly after its introduction, and who
can tell us when and why it was intro-
duced.

As long as we remain in the dark
regarding those points, any (later)
“explanation” is doubtful in scholarly
respect, since it is not historically
founded, is qua explanation subject to
justified criticism, and is not “’binding”
on anyone for his understanding of the
“handshake.”

vO
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Dear Mr. Editor,

May | have space for a brief (be-
lated) response to-the “Meditation” by
Rev. M.C. Werkman in the July 19
issue of your magazine?

I am really kind of surprised, Mr.
Editor, that you continue to allow writ-
ing of this kind in your magazine. What
Mr. Werkman is saying is that it’s only
possible to have the communion of
saints when that communion is seen
and visibly expressed with members of
the same church. And those who do
not belong to the visible communion of
that “true church” are not brothers.
The implication is quite clear.

First of all, | would like to ask Mr.
Werkman how it is possible, on that
basis, for him to have the communion
of saints with brothers and sisters of his
sister churches in The Netherlands and
Australia?

| would further like to ask him
what the Heidelberg Catechism means
when it says “that believers, all and
everyone, as members of Christ . . .
must know themselves bound to
employ their gifts readily and cheerfully
for the advantage and salvation of
other members’’? That is the explana-
tion of ““the communion of saints.” Is
that possible only with those believers
whom we actually see, and who are
members of our particular church? And
if, as Mr. Werkman seems to imply,
there are “true believers'” in other chur-

578

ches, are these “true believers” not
part of the communion of saints?

| not only do not understand this
kind of talk, but it is also patently un-
biblical. The Belgic Confession says
that the church is composed of all true,
Christian believers who expect their
salvation in Jesus Christ, and that this
church “is not confined, bound, or
limited to a certain place or to certain
persons, but is spread and dispersed
over the whole world.” But they are
still joined by the power of faith in one
Spirit. That is the communion of saints.

When the Psalmist expresses the
beauty of brothers dwelling together in
unity, then he implies that this does not
always take place. When our Lord
prays for the unity of His Church, then
He realizes that such unity is not yet
complete. And when Paul urges us to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace, then the reason for that ad-
monition is that believers don’t always
do that. We wouldn't have to pray and
work for unity if that unity already
exists. And so it’s possible (and actually
happens) that believers belong to
many different manifestations of the
body of Christ, but are still one in
Christ, and can still have communion of
saints together, albeit in an imperfect
way.
I sincerely hope that Mr. Werkman
avoids writing which borders on sectar-
ianism in the future.

Sincerely,
J. TUININGA
Lethbridge, Alta.

REPLY:

| point out that a// believers are mem-
bers of Christ and are partakers of Him
and of all His treasures and gifts. Then |
pointedto and elaborated on the second
aspect that all believers must also be
members of each other! Everyone,
every believer is bound by the Lord to
join himself to the true church of the
Lord. Communion of Saints is not
something that hangs up in the air. It
must be visibly expressed. Why does
Psalm 133 start with “behold”’? Be-
cause there is something to see! The
first question is therefore not: how can
| have this communion with brothers
and sisters of sister churches far away,
but: how do | practice this communion
with the brothers and sisters here
where | live. Communion of saints is
practiced visibly first of all in the local
church. Then also in a wider sense with
the brothers and sisters in the same
country. And if possible we will also
seek that same communion with

brothers and sisters in different lands.
Is all of that then visible? Of course not.
Most of us will never visibly have that
communion with thousands of
brothers and sisters, for many, prac-
tical reasons. But we have and ac-
knowledge the same communion in
the unity of the true faith with others
across the borders. That means also
concretely that when | make a trip to
Australia, | take an attestation along
from my local consistory and celebrate
the Lord’s Holy Supper visibly in the
communion of saints over there. That
is no problem.

The problem arises when other
true believers do not want to join the
communion of saints in a visible way in
the Church of Christ. Are they not my
brothers and sisters? | say: if we are
brothers, why then do we not “dwell
together as brothers?”” Why is it always
so much more important to talk about
and praise the communion of saints in
various different ways outside the
Church while the visible communion
around the Table of the Lord is ignored
or minimized? s that sectarian? | would
like to ask: who were sectarian when
we came to this country as Reformed
brothers and sisters but were not wel-
come in the Christian Reformed
Church, except on the condition that
we be silent about the communion of
saints in, for example, The Nether-
lands? Rev. Tuininga’s church chose to
have communion of saints with the
churches in The Netherlands that have
become unfaithful to the Word of God
and the Confessions of the Church.
Were we and are we sectarian when
we seek the communion of saints in
the unity of faith? Apparently the com-
munion of saints with false teachers
like Dr. Kuitert to mention only one, is
more important to the Christian Re-
formed Church than with the Canadian
Reformed Churches. Rev. Tuininga
writes that the Belgic Confession says
that the church is “composed of all
true, Christian believers . . . .”” That is
not what our Belgic Confession says.
We confess in Article 27 a church that
is ““a holy congregation of true Christian
believers . . . .” That is not the same.
The Church is not the total number of
all believers. It is the congregation, the
gathering of the true Christian be-
lievers. Christ is gathering His Church
here and now and it is every believer’s
duty to join himself to that con-
gregation. If the Church is already
composed of all true believers, why
would it still be necessary to join the
Church?



. Taininps speaks of “different
mm%ﬁamm ot the body of Christ.”
ey the Confession noy the
sures speaic thet way, In 1 Corine
12 Paut says to the members of
the local church of Corinth that they are
the body of Christ and members in
particular. He addressed his e ‘:
e church of God at Corinth,
particutar church that bm*?y o.‘
inot the manifestetion of Y
that ﬁ*aw .—;hxmid be no %‘%’“ am in the
body but that the members should
have the same cere ong for another,
That is a church with office-bearers.
That is where Chrigt gathers the shaep.
That is why It is the duty of all rus
sheep to gather together with Christ in
ihat locsl church, There he must readily
and chearfully gmpsmf his jgiﬁ'v for m
advantage and wsm n m
members. Is sl this
cal?’
in the Form for the ﬁ:sﬂebmt?"‘n of

the Lord's Supper we confess: “Be-
sides, that by this same Spirit we also

should be united as members of one
body .. .. United as mbmbem of one
body! And then it follows: . . . and
show [visibly! MW this towards one
ancthear, not only in words but also in
d‘lé"h‘).'

it is rather easy to say in words
that we have '*a:;mmu on with all true
belisvers. But why don't ws show this
in deeds? What then holds us back

from showing this in the proclamation
of the Lord’s dew m ammm}‘ that one
Table? Our Lord J &;hrm prayed in
John 17 that th@y all may be one.
Indead. But He was praving first of all
for the unity of His disciples. Then He
also prayed for those who would *ﬁﬁ
iave In Him through the Word of 1
aposties {John 17:20). Is what F‘auz
writes i | Corinthians 12 excluded
from that Word?

Paul urges us to keep the unity of
the Spirdt in the bond of peace. He does
not say that we shouid tfv 1o establish
or work that unity ourselves. No, we

ﬁ:m} m%% bv Behoboth Canadian Re-
f urlington

REV. W. POUWELSE

of Bergentheim, The Netherlands.

shold f‘"{»m the unity that & there.
That unity is the work of v;ihr gt by His
Word and Spkit. There is one body.
And ong Spiit. And ons fm’f.h. The
Chureh of Christ s one. Let us keep
that unity,

Much more can be said about the
Communion of Saints. Fsm let the
abowve be sufficiant for now
Rev. Tuiningas and many oth *Zu ue by-
tievers in the Cheistian | es’:.m*ﬂﬁaté
Church will come 1o understand that
thelr speaking of the various “manifes-

tations™ of the church weskens the call
1o join the true Chuech of the ol
True, not becauss s membars aie 5o
true. But trus b@aause the Chuch &
frug, faithful © the Word of God,
¥ we ars brothers, let us then glao
show that “’w only in words, but also in
dé‘:‘ﬁ{b Let us then dwell togethar and
e our gifts readily and chesrfully for
the dwantgg@ and salvation of each
other as members of the Body of
Christ,

M. WERKMAN

0 know that they do not go alone, for
they are acc *c:im;waricd by many prayers
and by God's eternal, watchful cars,
Although time does not germit us
1o discuss them in detail, there are sav-
eral other books writien on this subiject
which some of you may find useful
Marriage in Honour by W.G. de Vdes is
already well-known 1o most of vou.
Like Adarmns, de Vries places the raising
of children within the entire framework
of the Christian family. When God's
guidance is continuously aamﬁv in afl
matters, then also the discipline a*‘;f% in-
struction of children becomes more
meaningful and rewarding. in this con-
text it may be sporoprigie 1o mention
that ouw children are given to us by
God, not as a burden, but a blessing
{Psalmy 127, 1281 We can become s0
obsessed with owr responsibilities as
pareris, that we forgst fo relax and
enjoy our children. Anr emphasis on
firm d"‘{"vi}ﬁﬂﬂx‘* need not exclude g
sense of humour, a5 well as an appre-
ciation for the §ﬁ'y am*s pleasure our chil-
dren nfwm «»r;r&g it owr fives. This
ing children is somewhat
Ms» e acm.: as Withhold

m’);@;, 1o ~i.n 2 ta W severe oneg, with its

i amphasis o b el

Rav also advocates that Bible texts be
o0 % ier 1o

quoted o childr
di&c;; inary measuy

in t'msw‘; & :“uhs“ﬂé:a—»

4 4P y«uﬂ g%r uk;;vyx ﬁyg i ,Ar e ;, ‘%{ 5’%‘
i Rt Y R LAY bl

Continued from page 551,

Anothsr book with which some
may be famifiar is The Cheistian Family,
by Larry Christenson. Since this book is
argely based on the writing of a
German pastor who lived In the middls
1800's one may rest assured that it
j&e not promote any modern, untried
ng about child rearing, but smpha-
séms the traditionsl, old-fashioned ap-
vach that has withsiood the test of

¥

ﬁ

P
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Lm%‘\, & book written ¢ saf« iatly

foy :aac:na is Murturing Children in the

Lord, by J k Fennema. Wrmen as 2
docioral th sig, this hook discusses the
implications of the teachers’ suthority
i the classroom, although much of it is
egually applicable 10 parentsl disci-

1 closing, | would ke 1o say that
it has not been my ;&urg:uaa 1o affer any
deceptively simple solutions to the
many mmpgm issues involved in rear-
ing and educating children. What has
beoome most clear 0 me, however,
through studving this 1ogpic, is the fact
that as Christian parents, we do have a
great advantage. Rathser than %}mng
tossed to and fro by the changing tide
of modern child psvchology, we have
the guidance of the unchangsable,
fallible Word of God. Rather than bu.f‘ﬁg
feft to our own fesble resources, we
lwe the promise of the help of the
Holy Spirit, May that encourage us 1o
approach this challsnging task praysr-
?f iHly, with hope and a:fsﬂrﬂdg*'em i the
faithfulness of cur Heavenly Father,
(MRS} JANEY VAN SETERS

*Soesch given at ong of the Wednesday
avening cowses in the Frazer Valley.




PRESS RELEASE

of Classis Ontario-South held November 14,
1979, at L.ondon, Ontario.

1. Opening. On behalf of the con-
vening church at Chatham, Rev. .J.
Geertsema calls the meeting to order,
requests the delegates to sing Hymn
17, reads Ephesians 4:1-16, and leads in
prayer. He welcomes the delegates and
the deputies ad Article 48, Church
Order, Rev. J. Mulder and Rev. W.W.J.
VanQene, and especially candidate
P.K.A. DeBoer, who will be examined
today. The church at Watford is con-
gratulated with the fact that candidate
DeBoer accepted the call to Watford.
The church at Smithville is congratu-
lated with their new minister, Rev.
Stam, and also the church at Chatham,
whose minister declined a call.

2. The delegates of Grand Rapids
examine the credentials and report that
all churches are duly represented. The
church at Watford has delegated an
elder and a deacon, while of the church
at Grand Rapids an alternate is present.

3. Classis is constituted. Chair-
man: Rev. P. Kingma; clerk: Rev. J.
Geertsema; assessor: Rev. M. Werk-
man. The chairman wished a good
recovery for the child of Rev. Stam. He
also congratulates the church at Hamil-
ton who started the action to become a
rissionary church.

4, The agenda is adopted. Since
the Subscription Form is not present
yet, Rev. Stam will sign this form later
in the day.

5. Peremptory  Examination  of
candidate P.KCA. DeBoer. The required
documents are found to be in order.
Candidate DeBoer delivers a sermon
proposal on | Peter 2.9, 10. In closed
session Classis concludes with thank-
fulness that there is no objection to
continue the examination. He is exam-
ined in the following subjects:

— sermon proposal on | Peter 2:9, 10;
examiners Rev., W. Huizinga and
Rev. M. Werkman;

— exegesis Old Testament — Il Kings
2, Psalm 8: examiner Rev. J. Geert-
sema.

— exegesis New Testament — Philip-
pians 3, Hebrews 1; examiner Rev.
W, Huizinga.

-~ knowiedge of Holy Scripture; exam-
iner Rev, M. Werkman;

— knowledge of the doctrine of the
Church, its history, its defence and
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its explanation; examiner Rev. P.
Kingma;

— knowledge of the commandments
of the LORD in thelr meaning for a
Christian  life: examiner Rev. L
Geertsema;

— knowledge of the history of the
Church; examiner Rev. J. DeJong;

— knowledge of the Church Order;
exarniner Rev. J. Dedong;

— knowledge of the requirements for
holding the distinct offices in the
Church; examiner Rev. P. Kingma.

Classis meets again in closed ses-
sion and gladly concludes, with the
concurring advice of the deputies ad
Article 49, Church Order, that candidate
DeBoer can be admitted into the
churches as a Minister of the Word.
After candidate DeBoer and the guests
enter the meeting again, the chairman
addresses fitting words of congratula-
tions to candidate DeBoer and also to
the church at Watford. The chairman
then reads the Subscription Form,
which is signed by candidate DeBoer
and also by Rev. Cl. Stam. The chair-
man expresses the wish that the Lord
will use His servants to keep His
Church Reformed. Classis rises and
sings Psalm 134 after which the dele-
gates personally extend their best
wishes to candidate DeBoer and Rev.
Stam. The chairman thanks the depu-
ties ad Article 49, Church Order, for
their presence and advice, after which
they leave.

6. Approbation of the call to
Watford. The required documents are
found in good order and the call is ap-
proved by Classis.

7. Regional Synod. The church at
Lincoin has made the proposal to Clas-
sis to urge the convening church at
Burlington-East to convene the Region-
al Synod in the spring of 1980 in order
to give the delegates to the General
Synod adeguate time for preparation.
This proposal is adopted,

8. Reports. A special Church Visi-
tation is reported.

9, Question Period ad Article 41,
Church Order, is held.

10. Appointments. Convening
church for the next classis: Grand
Rapids. Date: March 12, 1980. Place:
London, Ontario. Time: 10:00 a.m.
Chairman: Rev. Cl. Stam, clerk: Rev. P,
Kingma, and assessor: Rev. J. Geert-

sema. Classis decides 1o continue the
Church Visitors till the next Classis.

11. Personal Question Period is
held. The church at Watford invites
Classis to send a delegate to the in-
augural service of their new minister on
December 2nd. Classis appoints Rev,
J. Geertsema, with elder S. Breukel-
man as alternate.

12. The Acts of Classis are
adopted.

13. The Press Release is approved.

14. Censure ad Article 43, Church
Order, is not necessary.

18, Closing. Classis sings Psalm
147:1, 6. The chairman leads in prayer,
after which Classis is adjourned.

For the Classis,
M. Werkman, assessor.

FRESS
RELEASE

of the Classis Pacific of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches meeting in the Maranatha
Canadian Reformed Church on Wednesday,
October 17, 1879.

1. Opening. On behalf of the con-
vening church, the Church at New
Westminster, the Rev. C. VanDam calls
upon the brothers to sing Psalm 92:1, 2
and reads Psalm 100. Me then leads in
prayer. He welcomes the brothers, es-
pecially Candidate G.H. Visscher and
the Deputies ad Article 49, Church Or-
der: the Revs. D. DeJong and J. Van
Rietschoten. He also welcomes sr.
G.H. Visscher.

2. Constitution of Classis. The
delegates from the Church at Langley
report on the credentials. All of the
churches are duly represented. Classis
is constituted. Serving officers: Rev. M.
VanderWel, chairman; Rev, J. Visscher,
vice-chairman; Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar,
clerk.

Rev. M. VanderWel urges the
Classis to remember the brothers la-
bouring on the mission field and wel-
comes the Rev. C. VanDam to his first
meeting of Classis Pacific.

3. Adoption of the Agenda. After
some additions are made, the agenda is
adopted.

4. Sigrning  of the Subscription
Form. This form is signed by the Rev.
C. VanDam, pastor of the Church at
New Westrninster, B.C.

5. Peremptory  Exarnination of
Candidate G.H. Visscher, All the docu-
ments required for this examination to



proceed are found 1o be in good order.
Candidate GH. Visscher receives the
opportunity to deliver his sermon pro-
posal on Genesis 28:12-18 and John
1451, After discussing this sermon and
hearing the advice of the Deputies, the
Classis declares that it has no objec-
tions to proceeding with the examina-
tion.

The Rev. C. VanSpronsen
examines Candidate Visscher on
Exegesis Old Testament {il Samuel 7;
Psalm 8). Rev. M. VanderWel examines
him on Exegesis New Testament (i
Thessalonians 4, 5). Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar
examines him on knowledge of Holy
Scripture. Rev. D. VanderBoom exam-
ines him on Doctrine and Creeds. Rev.
C. VanSpronsen examines him on
Church History. Rev. J. Visscher
examines him on Ethics. Rev. M.
VanderWel examines him on Church
Polity. Rev. J. Visscher examines him
on Diaconiology. After each subject the
other delegates receive the opportunity
to ask questions.

After hearing the favourable ad-
vice of the Deputies ad Article 49,
Church Order, the Classis decides with
thankfulness to admit Candidate G.H.
Visscher to the ministry of the Word
and Sacraments in the Canadian Re-
formed Churches. The Chairman com-
municates this decision to the Candi-
date and congratulates him as well as
the Church at Houston. Psalm 134:3 is
sung as a song of blessing to Candi-
date G.H. Visscher.

The call of Candidate G.H. Viss-
cher to the Church at Houston is appro-
bated. All the documents are in order.
The Candidate signs the Form of Sub-
scription.

8. Request ~—  Houston, The
Church at Houston requests financial
assistance from the Classis to the
amount of $5,000.00 for the year 1980.
This request is granted.

7. Proposal — Cloverdale. The
Church at Cloverdale proposes that
Classis adopt a ceiling on classical ex-
penses for the delegates. This is
adopted.

8. Reports. a) The Committee for
the Revision of Classical Regulations
submits its report. After some changes
are made the revised regulations are
adopted.

b} The Church for the Inspection
of the Archives, the Church at Houston,
reports that the archives are in good
order.

9. Question Period ad Article 47,
Church Order. Two churches ask for
advice.

10. Appointments. a) The Church
at Smithers is appointed the Conven-
ing Church of the next Classis, to be
convened on Tuesday, April 15, 1980.
Suggested Officers are: Rev. C. Van
Spronsen, chairman; Rev. E.J. Tigge-
laar, vice-chairman: Rev. M. Vander
Wel, clerk.

b} Church Visitors. The Co-ordina-
tor for Church Visitation, the Rev. D.
VanderBoom, proposes that Classis
increase its number of Church Visitors
from three to four persons. The Classis
agrees with this and appoints the Rev.
C. VanDam as the fourth Church Visi-
tor.

¢} The Classical Treasurer, brother

P. VanEgmond, is re-appointed.

d} The Representative of the Clas-
sis at the ordination of Candidate G.H.
Visscher will be the Rev. C. VanSpron-
sen of Smithers,

11. Question Period is held.

12. Censure ad Article 43, Church
Order is not necessary.

13. The Acts and the Fress Re- -
fease are adopted.

14. Closing: The Chairman thanks
the brothers for their co-operation and
requests the brothers to sing Hymn
50:1. He then leads in closing pravyer.

For the Classis,
J. Visscher {vice-chairman)

SHORT REPORT

Meeting of the Board of Governors, Theo-
logical College, held in Cloverdsle, 8.C.,
August 37, 1879,

1. The president, the Rev. D. Van-
derBoom reads from  Scripture,
Hebrews 6:1-12 and leads in prayer.

2. The Board of Governors meets
with the Board of Trustees.

a. It is decided to allow continued
operation of the Book Centre in its
present form, with the understanding
that the trustees shall have finalrespon-
sibility and set up regulations.

b. Since brother A.H. Oosterhoff
has resigned as member of the Board
of Trustees, the Board of Trustees will
appoint another person to fill the
vacancy for the balance of this term.

¢. As to acquiring other property
for the College building, the Trustees
report that no progress has been made.

3. The Board of Governors meets
with the Facuity.

a. Interviews with Mr. E. Kampen,
B.A., and Mr. B. Nederveen, who wish
to be admitted to the College are ar-
ranged. Prof. Ohmann, Prof. Selles, and
Rev. M. van Beveren are appointed.

b. Report on course work for the
academic year 1978/1979 submitted by
the Faculty is read and discussed.

c. The Series Lectionum for 1979/
1980 is discussed and approved.

d. From the Library report it ap-
pears that during the past year the
number of books increased with 425
acquisitions,

e. In connection with the vacancy
in the ecclesiclogical and the coming
vacancy in the diaconiclogical depart-
ment, the Board of Governors requests
the faculty to serve the Board with ad-
vice in order that Synod 1980 may fill
these positions.

4. After faculty left the Board con-
tinues to meet. Officers are elected:
Rev. D. VanderBoom, president; Rev.
W.W.J. VanQene, secretary; Rev. J.
Mulder, vice-president.

5. Correspondence sent and re-
ceived is reported on by the secretary.

a. Reports of visits to the lectures
are submitted by governors. The Board
thankfully noted that the instruction
given is biblical and scholarly.

b. Visits to the lectures are ar-
ranged for the coming year.

8. Arrangements for the College
Evening are made; date, September 13,
1980. Speaker for the Board of Govern-
ors, Rev. D. VanderBoom, M.Th. The
facuity appoints the other speaker.

7. Acts are read and adopted;
short report is read and approved of.
The meeting is closed with thanks-
giving.

For the Board of Governors,
J. Mulder.

FOR THE READER’S
INFORMATION

This issue of Clarion was mailed
from Winnipeg Central Post Of-
fice on Thursday, December 13,
1979,
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Dear Busy Beavers,

Christras is coming!

Even vyour very small brothers and sisters know about
Christmas, right?

They know about the baby Jesus and His little bed in the
hay in the stable.

Mavbe you have a smart little brother or sister who
knows ““Jesus came to die for our sins.”

We sing songs about the Saviour born in Bethiehem.

We remember how God loved His people so much that
He gave HIS Son to die for OUR sins.

it's true. We sing songs of the King born in Bethiehem.

But He is no longer small, He is not even here on earth
any longer.

He went back to His heavenly glory.

And what are we waiting for now?

Not like God's people long ago for a Saviour to be born!

No, the Bible tells us the Lord Jesus, the Baby of Bethle-
hem will come back as Lord of lords.

Then everyone on earth will bow to Him, the King of
kings.

And He will bring with Him His everlasting kingdom, so
beautiful you can't imagine it!

To think we may be there, too!

#EE R ¥

Busy Beaver lrene Schoen has a Christmas poem for us.

Thank you, lrene.
Some Shepherds

Some Shepherds in the field at night
were blinded by a heavenly light.
A light so bright
lit up the night.
it filled their hearts with fear.
It was an angel of the LORD
who brought to them God’s Word.
A Word of joy
because a boy
was born in Bethiehem.

The shepherds ran to Bethiehem
- as it was told to them.
Thers on some hay
the Christ Child lay,
all wrapped rswaddiing bands.
On their way back they praised the LORD
for what they'd seen and heard,
God's Son was born
this early morn,
just as the angel said!

We have another Christrnas poem, too. This one is from
Busy Beaver Marcella Veenman. Thanks for sharing, Mar-
cella,

#

Christ is Born
Christ is born;
Swaddling clothes by Him were worn
Mary was so happy
They wanted to pray,
on Christmas Day.
Three wise men looking at the stars
Saw a new one out afar,

“This must be the King.”
They wanted to sing. oy
Glory to God ' Z?@
in the highest
and on earth peace
good will toward men,

Clothes Tell THE Story

a Christmas quiz

If you want to, you may use your Bible to do this quiz.
1. She gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped Him in
and laid Him in a manger. Luke 2:7
2. ... He Who is mightier than | is coming, the thong of

whose lam not worthy to untie . . .. Luke 3:16
3. ... the appearance of His countenance was altered, and

His raiment became . Luke 9:29.

4, ... and throwing their garments on the they
set Jesus upon it. Luke 19:35

5.He . . . rose from supper, laid aside His garments and
girded Himselfwitha_______ . John 13:4

8. And they stripped Him and put a scarlet upon
Him and plaiting a of they put it on

His head . ... Matthew 27:28, 29
7. And when they had crucified Him, they divided His
among them by casting lots. Matthew 27:35
8. ... Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in a clean linen
—_,and laid it in his own new tomb . . . . Matthew
27:59, 60




9. An angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came
and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it, His appear-
ance was like , and his raiment white as
. Matthew 28:2, 3

10. . .. in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man,
clothed with a long ________ and with a golden
round His breast; . . . and His face was like the

sunshininginfull _______ Revelation 1:13, 16
{Answers on next pagel
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Soon you'll be home for Christmas holidays and wishing
for:
% - SNOw?
» Snow is puffy.
Snow is fluffy.
Snow is white
and very bright. A
i love snowflakes “
all the day. = 4
Oh the snowflakes
are so gay.
Snowfiakes falling in my hair.
Snowflakes falling everywhere.
by Busy Beaver,
Mary Van Raalte
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These are the people who first celebrate their birthday in
1980! From all the Busy Beavers “Happy Birthday” and
“Many happy returns of the day.” May the Lord bless and
keep you in the brand new year ahead!

Heather January 1 Marie Huttema  January 20

Van Middelkoop Henrietta Selles 22
Brenda Kobes 2 Aneta Van Seters 22
Nick Mans 3 Gerald Bosscher 23
Cathy Wendt 3 Clarence Blokhuis 23
Gerlinda Buist 4 Yvonne Byker 23
Nancy Van Raalte 5 Marnix Sikkema 23
Tim Togeretz 7 Dianne Holtvliuwer 24
Debbie Knol 11 Hilda Tams 24
Marian Lof 11 Helena Onderwater 26

Brian Vanderhout

Judy Jansen Van't Land 27

Helena Blokhuis 12 John Paul Van Amerongen 27
Joan Veldkamp 16 Marcella Veenman 28
Ena Beijes 17 Diane Breukelman 28
Linda De Boer 18 Janetta Gelderman 29
Walter Geurts 19 Peter Van Woudenberg 30
Debbie Hartman 19

From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Sharalee
Terpsma. We hope you will really enjoy sharing in
all the Busy Beaver activities. Do you help look after
Toby, Sharalee? And did you start your piano lessons yet?

And a big welcome to you, too, Lisa Harsevoort. We
hope you'li like being a Busy Beaver, reading Ouwr Little Maga-
zine, doing the quizzes, joining in the contests, saving money
for the BIRTHDAY FUND for our Theological College. Do you
help look after the little piglets, Lisa? Bye for now.

Hello, Darlene Lodder. A big welcome to you, too, Dar-
lene. | see you are a real Busy Beaver already sending us a big
word search puzzie! That will keep the Busy Beavers busy for
awhile. Thanks, Darlene. Write again soon.

Weicome to the Busy Beaver Club, Mary-Ann Van
Woudenberg. We hope you will really enjoy joining in all our
Busy Beaver activities. Did you receive your membership
card already? Thank you for a nice chatty letter, Mary-Ann.

Did you get a good snowfall already, Pau/ Kuniz? Thanks
for letting me know your new address and also for the guiz.
Hope you enjoy Our (Christmas) Little Magazine, Paul,

Look here, Busy Beavers!

i would like a pen-pal!
1 am 8 years old, in Grade 3 at school.

Roslyn Fokkema
Lot 13, Bushby Road, Lower King 6332, West - Australia.

QUIZ TIME
Can you find the names?
BIBLE PEOPLE

From Busy Beaver
Linda Knol.
Thanks, Linda.




A Riddle in Code

Code

Q—10 N — 36

T—9 R—16

P—-7 E—1

) 0—6 | —20
S8~ W —8 c—19
% A—12 Y — 17
H—286 vV —21

U—15 L—18

S —14 G-—22

10151114 9 20 6 36

96 821289 1912 36

123614 8 1116

17 6 15 3611211116

171114

121611 17615 14181111 7 203622
From Busy Beaver Greg Hofsink. Thanks for sharing,

Greg.
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STORIES FOR YOU

How | Spent New Year’s Eve

Our family and our Oma had a fondue. My family and
Oma loved it! We had to put a fork with chunks of meat or
mushroom into the pot. Whoever let meat or mushroom fall
off the fork had to kiss a girl. | sometimes (while no one was
looking) sneaked them off. Then our Mother and Father
spoke in Dutch because our Oma can’t speak English very
well. The fire was so hot | backed away. | was reading an “En-
cyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective’ story. It has lots of cases
and at the end of each one it says: “How did Encyclopedia
know? Turn to page 102 for the solution of the case of “the

Missing Roller Skates” or something like that. Then the
weather changed and it started snowing. | went to bed at 9
o’clock.

by Busy Beaver Pau/ Kuntz.

How Spent New Year’s Eve

On New Year's Eve our cousins came to our house. We
had fun. We were running around. We played games. We
played touch tag. It was fun because we had a party. We had
all kinds of things to eat. | like New Year’s Eve because you
have a party.

But on New Year's Eve we went to our uncle’s place to
stay for supper. When we went home our uncle and aunt
came along. When we got home we turned on the radio and
listened to the Voice of the Church. A little later another uncle
and aunt came with five cousins. That is when we were run-
ning around and having most of the party.

At twelve o’clock we wished each other a Happy New
Year and then our cousins went home. | went to bed at about
twelve thirty.

So we really had fun!

by Busy Beaver Cecile Van Woudenberg

Answers: %
Clothes Tell THE Story:

1. swaddling cloths; 2.sandals; 3.dazzling white; 4. colt;
5. towel; 6.robe, crown, thorns; 7.garments; 8.shroud;
9. lightning, snow; 10. robe, girdle, strength.

Riddle: To what question can you never answer yes? Are
you sleeping?

Did you get them all right? Good for you! Keep up the
good work. -

Have you sent in your entries for our POETRY CON-
TEST?

Don't forget!

You have the month of December, but time goes fast!

I hope you will ail enjoy your holidays very much.

Bye for now. Keep busy!

With love from your
Aunt Betty




Puzzle No. 58

Move the initial letter of the answer to the first clue to the end of the word to get the answer to the
second clue.

Example: Caesar’s city: Rome — omer: dry measure.

=« e I = - T & 1 B O R

d wed med med emd
HWN = O

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

. Son of Shem

. Man who divorced a foreign wife

. Father of Jehozabad, 1l Kings:12

. Unclean animal

. Paul hoped to reach there

. Babylonian god of science

. Wilderness stopping place

. Resting place for Joseph and family
. Village of the tribe of Simeon

. Skin disease

. Son of Shem

. Bird mentioned in Psalm

. Vegetables mentioned in Numbers

. Samuel placed a rock
between it and Mizpeh

City of Judah’s lowland

Reubenite, | Chronicles

Town of Judah 4
wydho

Jacob's son ﬁ%’*

Father of Esau’s wife

20. Son of Seth

cripple

cures

weights

fruit of the vine
aches

black (poetic)
citrué fruit
dining surfaces
domesticate
summons
Town allotted to Asher.
a pig in mud
smooth

fowl

title
Jerahmelite, | Chronicles
at that point

wicked

solitary
pry S. BETHLEHEM




Thy Law, My Guide

Thy servant, blest by Thee, shall live
And keep Thy Word with awe;

Lord, open Thou my eyes to see
The wonders of Thy Law.

A pilgrim in the earth am |,
Thy will to me reveal;

To know Thy truth my spirit yearns,
Consumed with ardent zeal.

Thou dost rebuke the proud, O Lord,
Who hate Thy holy Name;

But since [ keep Thy righteous law,
Deliver me from shame.

I on Thy statutes meditate,
Though evil men deride;

Thy faithful Word is my delight,
My counselor and guide.

Psalm 119:17-24

This Page Donated By:

PeterVan Egmond & SonsLid., The Different Pod & Petal importers Lid., Shelterclad Construction Lid.,
Burlington, Ontario



With thankfulness to the Lord,
we announce the birth of our
son:

DARYL BRANDON

Born: November 19, 1979.
A brother for: Jason.
Ken and Grace Mcintyre
(nee DeBoer)
50 Thackerey Place,
London, Ontario N6G 3E7.

With joy and thankfulness to the
Lord we announce the birth of
our son;

MICHAEL EUGENE
Born: November 11, 1979.
A brother for: Jeremy.

Hank and Mary Kamminga
Box 1125, Carman, Man. R0OG 0JO0.

With thankfulness to the Lord,
the Giver of life, we announce
the birth of our daughter and
sister:
CATHARINA MARGARET
(Margie)

Born: October 18, 1979.
A little sister for: Andrew.

Jake and Rita Sieders

(nee Visscher)

547 Dynes Road,
Burlington, Ontario L7N 2V3.

With thankfulness to the Lord
Who made everything well, we
are pleased to announce the
birth of our son:

STEPHEN BRADLEY

Born: November 22, 1979.

A brother for: Jason, Katrina,
and Vanessa.

Pieter and Anna Dejong
R.R. 1, Arthur, Ont. NOG 1AO.

With great thankfulness to the
Lord, Who has entrusted to our
care His covenant child, we an-
nounce the birth of our son:

JAMES DEREK

Born: November 19, 1979.
“Jamie" is a brother for:
Beth-Ellen.
Lloyd and Fenny Kingma
(nee Bartels)
R.R.2,
St. Ann’s, Ontario LOR 1Y0.

With thankfulness to our heav-
enly Father, we announce the
birth of our daughter:

ANGELA DENISE

Born on November 8, 1979.
A sister for: Monica,
Gregory, and Dennis.
Harry and Freeda Werkman

8039 - 180 Street,
Edmonton, Alberta T5T 0T2.

Psalm 127
With great joy and thankfulness
to our heavenly Father, Who
made everything well, we an-
nounce the birth of our second
child, a son:

SHAWN PETER
Born: November 20, 1979.
A brother for: Jeremy.

Arie and Lois Muis
(nee Oosterhoff)
302 William Street,
Beamsville, Ontario LOR 1BO.

Lo, children are an heritage of
the LORD. Psalm 127:3a

With thankfulness to the Lord,
the Creator of life, we announce
the birth of our daughter:

MARCIA LEE
Born on November 30, 1979.
A sister for: Teresa and Daryl.

Bruce and Davida Tuininga
Box 5, Neerlandia, Alta. TOG 1RC.

Lo, children are a heritage of the
LORD. Psalm 127:3a
Thankful to God for His precious
gifts to us, we joyfully announce
the birth of our children:

BENJAMIN JOHN
and
THERESA JOANNE

Born: November 11, 1979.
A brother and sister for:
Christina.
lke and Linda Bredenhof
(nee Wildeboer)

6504 - 184 Street,
Surrey, B.C. V3S 5M1.

Season’s Greetings and God’s
Blessing for 1980 to all our friends
and relatives.

TINIE AND GERRIT
VANDENHOVEN
Box 957,
Three Hills, Alberta TOM 2A0.

* * *

JOHN AND INEKE SCHULLER

wish their parents, relatives, and
friends, God’s blessings in 1980.

Deltastraat 34,
8303 HD Emmeloord,
The Netherlands.

* * *

The Board, the Staff, and the Stu-
dents of the Dr. K. Schilder School
wish you all a blessed New Year.

W. DENHOLLANDER
MISS H. MEESTER
REV.P.KINGMA - MRS.R.ROZA
A. KINGMA - MISS B. MEESTER

* * *

The Staff and the Teacher’s Aids
of the “Ebenezer” Canadian Re-
formed School at Smithers, B.C.,
wish all brothers and sisters in
Canada and abroad the Lord’s
blessing for the coming year.

RIEN MOELIKER - JOE PLUG
KLAAS JAGERSMA
WIM KANIS - KLAAS KORT
TINEKE HAMELINK
ALY MEINTS - BETTY KLAVER
ALICE VANVELDHUIZEN

* ok *

Season’s Greetings and God’s
Blessing for 1980 to my relatives
and friends in Canada and abroad.

THERESA FEENSTRA
Tukseweg 47
8331 LA Steenwijk
(Ov.) The Netherlands

* * *

We wish our families, relatives,
friends, and all our brothers and
sisters in the Lord, God’s blessing
and guidance in the new year.

From the Canadian students
at the
Gereformeerde Pedagogische
Academie,

Hereweg 77,
Groningen, The Netherlands.

ARLENE FEENSTRA
JEANETTE BOUWMAN
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Mr. and Mrs. L. Dekker and Mr. and Mrs. T. Werkman
are pleased to announce the marriage of their children:
BOUKE ANJE
and
SIETSE
The ceremony will take place, D.V., on Friday, Decem-

ber 28, 1979 in the Gereformeerde Kerk (vrijgemaakt),
Uithuizermeeden (Groningen) The Netherlands.

Rev. D. VanHoudt officiating.
Future address:

Noorderstraat 17,
Uithuizermeeden (Groningen),
The Netherlands.

Mr. and Mrs. S. Van Dam and Mr. and Mrs. E. Dokter
are pleased to announce the marriage of their children:
JOHANNA CATHERIENA
to
EDWARD JOHN
The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on

Saturday, December 15, 1979 at 3:00 p.m. in the Reho-
both Canadian Reformed Church, Burlington, Ontario.

Rev. Cl. Stam officiating.
Future address: 376 West Acres Drive, Guelph, Ontario.

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Vandenbos are pleased to announce
the forthceming marriage of their daughter,
HENRIETTA BRENDA
to
EVERETT JOHN

son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit Gritter.

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on
Friday, January 11, 1980 at 4:00 p.m. in the Corner-
stone Canadian Reformed Church, Hamilton, Ontario.
Rev. W. Huizinga officiating.

R.R. 2, Ancaster, Ontario L9G 3L1.

Psalm 127
With thankfulness to the Lord, we have celebrated on
November 23, 1979, the 35th Wedding Anniversary of
our parents:

JOHN DE VRIES
and
PEARL DE VRIES (nee Hoetmer)

Their grateful children:
Edmonton, Alta.: Anna De Vries
Surrey, B.C.: Clarence and Margaret De Vries
Abbotsford, B.C.: Dirk and Wilma De Vries
St. Albert, Alta.: Joe and Hilda De Vries
Devon, Alta.: Ralph and Alice Bosch
Yarrow, B.C.: Ted and Tineke De Vries
Abbotsford, B.C.: Pearl De Vries

and 16 grandchildren.

Covenant Christian School is in urgent need of a:
TEACHER’S AID

to assist in the primary grades either part-time (morn-
ings) or full time, from January 3rd to June 27, 1980.
To apply write or phone:

Secretary, Canadian Reformed School Society

of London & District
Mr. J. Heyink
325 Southdale Rd. E., London, Ontario N6E 1A2
Phone: (519) 686-9070

On November 23, 1979, the Lord, in His infinite wis-
dom, took unto Himself our dearly beloved wife,
mother, and grandmother:

TRIENTJE NIENHUIS (nee Koenen)

at the age of 77.

Psalm 17:15: As for me, | shall behold Thy face in
righteousness; when | awake, | shall be satisfied with
beholding Thy form.
New Westminster, B.C.: S. Nienhuis
Kamloops, B.C.: Jake and Willy Nienhuis
Wellandport, Ont.: Alice Nienhuis — Keizer
Aldergrove, B.C.: John and Ann Kuipers
Edmonton, Alta.: Bill and Frances Nienhuis
Hamilton, Ont.: Henry and Chris Nienhuis
Cloverdale, B.C.: Peter and Marian Nienhuis
with 22 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.
(She was pre-deceased by three of her own children.)
#201 — 340 - 9th Street,
New Westminster, B.C. V3M 3V6.

The Lord took unto Himself after a serious illness, our
beloved husband, father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather,

GERARDUS VAN WOUDENBERG

in his 80th year.
Psalm 23.
Dunnville, Ont.: C.Van Woudenberg (De Wit)
Surrey, B.C.: Annie Van Delft (Van Woudenberg)
Langley, B.C.: Jack and Ella Van Woudenberg
(Aikema)
Dunnville, Ont.: Jerry and Jenny Van Woudenberg
(Stam)
Dunnville, Ont.: Peter and Mary Van Woudenberg
(Aikema)
Surrey, B.C.: Ed and Audrey Van Woudenberg
(De Wit)
Beamsville, Ont.: William and Corrie
Van Woudenberg (Van den Haak)
George and Hilly Van Woudenberg
(Stam)
32 grandchildren, and 8 great-grandchildren.
November 27, 1979.

R.R. 1, Dunnville, Ontario N1A 2W1.
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FROM YOUR

CORRESPONDENTS

G. ARINK
NEW WESTMINSTER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

MRS. G. BROERSMA
FERGUS, ONTARIO

MRS.C.DEWITT
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

J. DE LEEUW
CLOVERDALE, BRITISH COLUMBIA

MRS. J. HEYINK
LONDON, ONTARIO

G. HOFSINK
SMITHERS, BRITISH COLUMBIA

J.H.HOFSINK
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

MRS. H. HOLTVLUWER
OTTAWA, ONTARIO

MRS. K.F. HUTTEMA
CHILLIWACK, BRITISH COLUMBIA

J. JANSSENS
WATFORD, ONTARIO

MRS. L. KAMPEN
THORNHILL, ONTARIO

G. LEFFERS
HOUSTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA

M. ONDERWATER
ABBOTSFORD, BRITISH COLUMBIA

D.S.POSTMA
EDMONTON, ALBERTA

MRS. A. RUGGI
SMITHVILLE, ONTARIO

P.SCHOON
BRAMPTON, ONTARIO

MRS. G. STIEVA
BEAMSVILLE, ONTARIO

H. TMMERMAN
GUELPH, ONTARIO

MRS. M. VAN BOSTELEN
COALDALE, ALBERTA

MRS. J. VANDENBOS
HAMILTON, ONTARIO

T. VANDENBRINK
BARRHEAD, ALBERTA

J. VANDERHORST
LANGLEY, BRITISH COLUMBIA

G. VAN DIJK
CARMAN, MANITOBA

MRS. H. VERHEY
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., USA

MRS. H. WEMEKAMP
ORANGEVILLE, ONTARIO

P. WERKMAN
NEERLANDIA, ALBERTA

A.J. YTSMA
CHATHAM, ONTARIO




Church News
CALLED:

by the Canadian Reformed Church
of Brampton, Ontario:

REV. J. GEERTSEMA
of Chatham, Ontario.

We would like to thank all the
brothers and sisters who sent the
letters and cards we received
after the passing away of my
wife and our mother, Trientje
Nienhuis. In this also, we have
felt the communion of saints.

S. Nienhuis and family.

To all of you: The Lord’s blessing
and guidance in the coming year.

MR. and MRS. JOHN BAKKER
PETER and BAUCINA SELLES
and family

Barrhead, Alberta

It is with joy and thanksgiving to the Lord that we announce the 30th
Wedding Anniversary of our parents and grandparents:

GERRIT KUIK
and
JOHANNA KUIK (nee Tiggelaar)

on January 6, 1980.
Their thankful children and grandchildren:

Winnipeg, Man.: Bill and Grietje Gortemaker
David, Theodore, and Allan.
Fenny Kuik
Neerlandia, Alta.: Bruce and Davida Tuininga
Teresa, Daryl, and Marcia.
Winnipeg, Man.: Bill and Henrietta Raap
Jason and Kerry.
Jacob Kuik
Benjamin Kuik
Anita Kuik

38 Rizzuto Bay, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 3Y8.

HOUSE FOR RENT

Two bedroom home in Beams-

ville; quiet residential area;

close to Lincoln Church.
AVAILABLE JANUARY 1ST

Call or write:

Rudy Ouwersloot
515 Ridge Road East,
Beamsville, Ontario
(416) 563-8686

Wighing A a Joyous Chiistmas and a
Progperons New Yeax
Vanderveens
Greenhouses [td.

BOX 957, CARMAN, MANITOBA ROG 0JO
PHONE: (204) 745-3534

Shalom Manor,
Grimsby, Ontario
is het rusthuis van de Christian
Reformed Church in Classis
Hamilton.
Wij hebben nog enkele

KAMERS

open voor echtparen of alleen-
staanden. Verzorging en lichte
verpleging- in een positief
Christelijke sfeer. Wilt U meer
weten? Hier is het adres:

Shalom Manor

112 Bartlett Avenue,
Grimsby, Ontario L3M 4N5
Phone: (416)945-9631

NEDERLANDSE
TUINBOUW VAKBEURS 1980

(THE 1980 DUTCH HORTICULTURAL FAIR)
Feb 1 — Feb 11, 1980 $466.00

We have arranged a special group tlight for the Tuinbouw Vakbeurs, departing
Torontoon Friday, February 1, 1980via KLM Royal Dutch Airlines.
Thepriceof$466.00inciudes e« returnairfare

e Canadian airport tax
* 5daysentrance fees(Feb.53incl)
» Tuinbouw Vakbeurs catalogue

(We will also arrange car and/or hotel should you ne&d it, at your expense)

BOOKNOW — SPACE LIMITED

SYalentine “Iravel Service Ltd.

( 323 Moore Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4G 3T6

(416) 429-2222
Baldwin Verstraete

(callcollect) Dirk Mast
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Goason's Grestings from . . . -~ ‘ H |
||y RL.BAKER
" ADVERTISING/SYSTEMS
@amelut Erapm’
BURLINGTON - LIMITED T-SHIRTS - BALLOONS - BUTTONS
' MATCHES - PENS - KEYTAGS
CUSTOM DRAPERY o COMMERCIAL o RESIDENTIAL
BOX 1031 “B,”
185 PLAINS ROAD EAST, GERRY BOSSCHER BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7P 3S9
L7T 2C4, PHONE: 639-5185 PETER BOSSCHER (416) 639-9812
Wood is our Specialty ,
imported and domestic angon g gﬂeeﬁﬂgg 6}10|m;
Hardwood - Softwood - Veneers
exotic and aircraft plywoods . .
oarving — turming 1o0ls Tidy Construction Ltd.
MAKITA POWER TOOLS
30 Grosvenor Bivd.,

s St. Albert, Alberta
(Exotic Woods) Tan iP5
2483 - INDUSTRIAL i 1 (403) 458-8296

BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7P 1A6
JOHN A. HORDYK 3358066 | | JOE DE VRIES

- ™€ Family Christian
Bookstore

A Blessed Chiistmag and a
Happy New Year fiom
the Staff of:

750 Guelph Line,(opposite Burlington Mall),
Burlington, Ontario L7R 3N5

PHONE: (416) 637-9151
THURS. ANDFRL. TILL9P.M.

=
0
BURLINGTON MOTORS

Repairs to all makes ® Foreign & Domestic

An early reminder of our annual JAN-
UARY SALE (Sat., Dec. 29 until Sat.,
Jan. 12). As usual: hundreds and hun-
dreds of brand-new books at half
price. Many best-sellers will be
drastically reduced: just to re-
duce inventory. What will be in-
cluded is the annual Big sur-
prise for you, but also for us.
See you.

1446 PLAINS ROAD EAST,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

e Alignments, Tune-Up
e Electrical

e Air Conditioning

e Brakes, Radiators

o Towing Wishing you a joyous Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
637-7303 Gerry Denbok, owner
JOHN BOSSCHER 637-1625 Mrs. |. Klaassens, manager
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BABCVRVC

EN.Simplicity

All Types of
Electrical

@ +hrl:p_(ri_n.:l:' Work

Appliance Sales

Best Wishes and God's Blessing
for a Progpetous New Uear

R.R. 4, FERGUS, ONTARIO
PHONE: 843-1642

CASEY AND BETTY DYKSTRA
AND FAMILY

ve
i

Courtesy with Dignity

Southall - Sieders
Dodsworth & Brown
Funeral Home

1391 ONTARIO STREET, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
PHONE: 634-6422

H. SIEDERS - Managing Funeral Director

M/i:i/u'n? you g()a/ ; g/eﬁdmg
al C/Lridlfmad time anc/ n
the Vew Uear.

DUCA
Hamilton Credit Union Limited

Complete Financial Services
HEAD OFFICE: 86 HESTER STREET (On the Mountain)

e Savings and Loans with Free Life Insurance
e Personal and Business Chequing

e 1st and 2nd Mortgages

e Deposits at Daily Interest Rates

DUCA Hamilton Credit Union Ltd.
86 HESTER STREET — P.O. BOX 545 — HAMILTON, ONTARIO
Phone: 387-2900 (3 lines)

Burlington Branch:
ROSELAND PLAZA — NEW STREET
PHONE: 637-2583

Brantford Branch

920 COLBORNE STREET, BRANTFORD, ONTARIO

(519) 759-1555
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Best Wishes for Chtistmas and a

Van Andel’s Progperous New Uear
Landscaping BUCK CREEK
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

BOX 66, HOUSTON, B.C. VOJ 1Z0

M/l:d/w:) gou a g/edaed PHONE: 845-7758
ﬂO/[C[d% \S)eadon

G. VAN ANDEL
H. DE JONGE

General Construction
679-6566 and

Backhoe Service

FRED, BILL, and HERMAN NYMAN

Best Wishes for 1980 from

Progressive Manufacturing Co. Ltd.

manufacturers of light fixtures
and fireplace accessories

100 BRAID STREET, P. VANDERPOL
NEW WESTMINSTER, V3L 3P4 J. VANDERPOL
(604) 525-8484

Best Wishes for 1980 from:
Del’s Christian Book Centre

SPECIALIZING IN REFORMED BOOKS

ARNOLD DE LEEUW JENNY DE LEEUW
933 PARKHURST BLVD,, 14385 RIDGE CRESCENT,
OTTAWA, ONTARIO K2A 3M8 SURREY, B.C.V3W 1B6

PHONE: (613) 722-4193 PHONE: (604) 594-4995
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Abbotsford

To all of you, the blessing of our God and Father for 1980.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Romans 16:20

REV. and MRS. M. VANDERWEL and family
A. BIKKER and family

MR. and MRS. P. BLOM and family
GEORGE and FLORENCE BOEVE and family
HERMAN BOSSCHER and family

BERT and JENTY BREUKELMAN

MR. and MRS. T. CREDIET

MR. and MRS. JOHN DEKKER and family
JOHN DE LEEUW and family

J.F. DE LEEUW and family

HANK and GRACE DE RAAD and family
JOHN and PEARL DE VRIES

TED and TINEKE DE VRIES, Anna, Ruby

HENRY and SHIRLEY VELDMAN and family
MR. and MRS. JOHN VELDMAN and Clarence
PETE and COBY VELDMAN and family
DICK and JEAN VISEE
MR. and MRS. MARTIN VREUGDENHIL and family
PAUL and WIEA WELFING, Marlies
G. WINKELAAR and family
HENK and LIZ WINKELAAR, George,
Bernard, Harriet
ALBERT and ROSA WITTEVEEN, Hetty,
Jim, Carol
Family WITTEVEEN

REINDER and HILDA EISSES and family
MR. and MRS. R. FABER and family (Sumas)
MR. and MRS. F.M. FLOKSTRA and family

Cloverdale

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad the Lord’s

blessing for the year 1980.

J K. FLOKSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. K. FLOKSTRA

JOHN and GINA HEETEBRY and Richard
RON and BETTY HILLMER and family
NIEL and ANKE HUTTEMA and family

MR. and MRS. P. HUTTEMA

JAKE and GRACE KOBES and family
KLAAS and FENNY KOBES and family

SID and TINA KOBES and family

MRS. B. LINDE

KLAAS LINDE

MARTIN and HENNY ONDERWATER

MR. and MRS. L. OOSTENBRUG

SID and PAT OOSTENBRUG and family
MR. and MRS. J. PEETOOM, Sr. and family
MR. and MRS. B. PELLEBOER

HARRY and JENNIE PELLEBOER and family
CLARENCE PETTER and family

MR. and MRS. J. POORTINGA

FRANK and ALICE SCHOUTEN and family
KEES and JEAN SELLES and family

JOHN and BETTY SIEBENGA and girls
DAVE and GERRIE TERPSMA and family
DON and IDA TIESSEN and family

MR. and MRS. A. VANDEBURGT and family
MR. and MRS. B. VANDEBURGT

MR. and MRS. J. VANDEBURGT and family
MRS. A. VANDERHORST

MR. H. VANDERLINDE, Sr.

MR. and MRS. K. VANDERLINDE and family
MR. and MRS. C. VAN DRONGELEN and family
JAKE and LIZ VAN LAAR and family
MR.and MRS. T. VAN LAAR and family
MISS RENEE VAN OENE

JOHN and JANE AIKEMA and family
MR. and MRS. H.A. BERENDS and family
MR. and MRS. B. BIKKER and family
JAKE and LEE BREDENHOF and sons
Family W.H. BREDENHOF

Family K. BROERSMA

Family C.J. BULTHUIS

MR. and MRS. AW. DE LEEUW

JENNY DE LEEUW

Family CL. DE VRIES

DIANE DE VRIES

Family P. DE WIT, Sr.

MINNIE DIEK

MR. and MRS. R. DYKSTRA and family
MR. and MRS. A. HUISMAN

MR. and MRS. J. JONGS

Family W. JONGS

Family C. LEYENHORST, Sr.

MR. and MRS. H.J. LEYENHORST and family
Family D.H. MULDER

Family A. NAP

H. SCHOEN and family

W. SCHOUTEN and family

Family C.T. SIKMA

MR. and MRS. D. SIKMA

MR. and MRS. PETER VANDERGUGTEN and family
MR. and MRS. BILL VANDERPOL and family
Family P. VANDERPOL

MR. and MRS. W. VANDERPOL, Sr.
JENNY VANDERZYL

REV. J. VISSCHER and family

MRS. G.B. WENDT
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! - ADVANCE WELDING
Season's Geetings ///\ & MANUFACTURING LTD.

General Welding — Custom Fabricating

33 MORLEY STREET,
HAMILTON, ONTARIO L8H 3R6
ol (416) 544-2057
Best Wishes for Christmas
and a HOFSINK
Happy New Year Insurance Agency

Home, Auto, Commercial, Life,
Health, Group, Fire, Theft, Liability,

JOhn J. Van ’t Land Sickness, and Accident

Painting and Decorator Contractor BOX 11458,

BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7P 3S9
(416) 634-0672

590 DYNES ROAD, JOHN H. HOFSINK
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
PHONE: 637-2056
M/L'é/u'ng you a /f?/éddec! C/Lriéfmaé

anJ a ﬂappy Wew year.

Season's (Jreetingg
to alll oux Friends and Customers!

J. HULLEMAN CONTRACTING (1978) LIMITED

5192 REEVES ROAD, BURLINGTON,ONTARIO,L7L 3)9,
| TELEPHONE(416)637-0341




Burlington
REHOBOTH CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad the Lord’s
blessing for Christmas and the New Year.

PETE and MARGARET AIKEMA and family
SID and HILDA ALKEMA and family

MR. and MRS. STAN BAKER and family
MR. and MRS. FRED BEINTEMA

MR. JOHN BEINTEMA

MR. STEVE BEINTEMA

BILL and SJANIE BETHLEHEM and family
ART and JACKIE BLOKHUIS and family
MR. and MRS. T. BOERSEMA

MR. J.BOL, Sr.

MR. JOHN BOL, Jr.

CHRIS and RITA BOSCH and family

MR. and MRS. J. BOSMA and family

MR. and MRS. B.H. BREMER and family
BERT and EVE BUIKEMA and family

GUS and BINI BUIST and family

HANK and JANE BUIST and family

MR. and MRS. M. BUIST and family

DICK and MARTHA DEGELDER and family
LEN and AUDREY DEGELDER and family
MR. and MRS. T. DEGELDER and family
MR. and MRS. J. DEJAGER and family
GERRY and PAULINA DENBOK and boys
BART and JANNA DOUMA and family

MR. and MRS. E. DYKEMA

BILL and EL DYKEMA and Rachel

GERB and JANE DYKEMA and boys

TIM and BESSIE EVINK

MR. and MRS. J. GELDERMAN and family
MR. and MRS. L. GEUSEBROEK and Evelyn
MR. and MRS. L. GROENWOLD and family
MR. and MRS. J. HARKE

MR. and MRS. K. HARKE and family

MR. and MRS. B.J. HARSEVOORT, Sr.
MISS FRANCES HARSEVOORT

HARRY and TINA HARSEVOORT and family
JOHN and JANET HARSEVOORT and boys
JAKE and TINY HOEKSEMA and family
JOHN and GRACE HOFSINK and family
JOHN and PAT HOFSINK and children
MISS JACKIE HORDYK

LEN and RHEA HORDYK and family

BILL and EVELYN HORSMAN and family
HANK and EVELYN HUININK and children
Family H. HUMMEL

HARRY HUTTEN and JOANNE HORDYK
MR. and MRS. J. HUTTEN and family

JACK and JANE JAGT and family

JERRY and JOLANDA JAGT and family
LAMMERT and MARIANNE JAGT and family
MISS GRACE JELSMA

LUKE JELSMA and JILL VANYKEN

JOE and HENNY KLOOSTERMAN

MR. and MRS. P.W. KNOOIHUIZEN

ART and PAT LINDE and boys

HENRY and MIRJA LINDE and Jason

MR. GERALD LINDE

MR. and MRS. J. LINDE and family

MR. and MRS. A B. LOOPSTRA and family
HARRY and IRENE MALDA

JOHN and JACKIE MALDA and boys

FRANK and IRENE MARCHESE and family
BERT, ANNIE, and Michael NEDERVEEN
BERT and FENNIE NYENHUIS and Judi

BEN and DIANE OOSTERVELD and family
MR. and MRS. H. OOSTERVELD

HENRY and BERNICE OOSTDYK

MR. and MRS. JOHN OOSTDYK, Sr.

MRS. MARY POST and Michael

PETER and BETTY SCHENKEL and family
MISS BONNIE SIPKEMA

LOUIS and NANCY SIPKEMA and family
WILBUR and MARIA SIPKEMA and family
MRS. C. SMOUTER

HENRY and JACKIE SMOUTER

JOHN SMOUTER and JOANNE MUIS
KLAAS and MARG SPITHOFF and girls
JOHN and JANE STEGENGA and family

MR. ERIC STRATING

GEORGE and DIANE STROOP and girls
CHARLIE and WILMA VANDAM and family
CHAROLETTE and KERRI ANN VANDAM
JACK and LINDA VANDERHORST and Jack, Jr.
MR. JOHAN W.VANDERJAGT

MR. and MRS. J. VANDERLEEST, Sr. and Dianne
YOGl and SOPHIE VANDERLEEST, Jr. and family
MATT and RUBY VANDERMOOREN
ALBERT and SHARON VANDERVEEN

MR. and MRS. E. VANDERVEEN and family
TED and HILDA VANDERVEEN and girls
HARPERT and MARGARET VANDERWEL
JOHN and GRACE VANDERWOUDE and family
JOHN and HELEN VANHUISSTEDE and family
BERT and ANNIE VANSTRATEN and Alison
MR. and MRS. W. VANYKEN and family
BERT and ALFREDA VANZUYLEN and Anita
MR. JAN VISSER

JACOB and JACOBA WERKMAN and family
OSCAR and DIANE WERKMAN and family
JOHN and ANN WITTEN

] e 1Y
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Season's Qreetings to AN from:

2238 HAROLD ROAD,
BURLINGTON

335-4922

e TRUCK LETTERING

e DEVELOPMENT SIGNS

e PLASTIC ILLUMINATED
SIGNS

e DISPLAY BUILDING

e POSTERS/BANNERS

TON AND GERRIT BYL




Dutch Kitchen Ltd.

RESTAURANT AND TAVERN

71 Lakeshore Road E., Phone: 278-2296
PORT CREDIT, ONTARIO

De zaak waar U het lekkerst
Hollands of Indonesisch eet.

RESERVEER EEN DAG VAN TE VOREN.

_/46111 a/é A/anlen een e/uééi
V4 9

%Mf eesl en een voors oeJL'
Poedty

%euw aar foegewenét.

DUTCH KITCHEN TAVERN
EERSTE EN TWEEDE KERSTDAG GESLOTEN

Bake
g@@ Shoppe and
Delicatessen

FRESH BAKED GOODS DAILY

Home Style Bread — Pastries
Cakes for all Occasions

Meat Pies — Meat Rolls
Almond Pastry Rings

Party Snacks

CATERING

Cold Cuts and Cheese Trays
Imported Delicacies

EASTWAY PLAZA (BURLINGTON),
PHONE: 637-6333

Season’s Greetings from
Ralph and Betty Scholtens and Family.

Best Wishes for 1980

Nick’s Garden Service
Grounds keeper and

Landscaping since 1954.

Snow Removal
Licensed Lawn and Tree Spraying
Pruning of Trees
Stonework — Rockeries, Walls and Patios
Interlocking Stones
Evergreens, Trees, Shrubs,
Perennials and Bulbs

NICK TORENVLIET SR.
TONY TORENVLIET
NICK TORENVLIET JR.

966 Parkhill Avenue,
P.O.Box 368,
Burlington, Ontario L7R 3Y3

(416) 637-2672
(416) 528-7853

ALBERT SCHMID

Jewelers

and
Watch Makers

/geat M/L'déed /or C)/Lridlmad
anc[ a

ﬂappg Wew year.

393 JOHN STREET,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

634-4983
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Daily Fresh Eggs

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

L. Hopman & Sons

POULTRY FARMS LTD.
Dunnville, Ontario
R.R. 9, PHONE: 774-3065
CLARENCE, BERT, ARTHUR

Wishing you a Joyous Christmas
and a
Happy New Year

gl

Season's Greetings
ED VANDERVELDE
LIVESTOCK DEALER

SPECIALIZING IN BOB CALVES

R.R.NO. 2, ST. ANNS (416) 386-6766

May you daily enjoy the riches
of His wonderful birth
this season and throughout
the New Year.

FROM THE STAFF OF

Smithville .G .A.

STORE

Oreetings to all our customers and friends
and Best Wishes for 1980.

Les Van Egmond - Construction Ltd.

Utility Contractors — Trenching — Sewers — Hydro and Telephone Cables
Horizontal Earth Boring and Equipment Rentals

R.R. 1, ST. ANN’S, ONTARIO

TELEPHONE: 957-3463
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Smithville

The following brothers and sisters wish all their brothers and
sisters in Christ the blessing of the Lord for the coming year.

MR. M. BARTELS

MRS.R. BARTELS and family

MR. and MRS. K. BARTELS and family

MR.and MRS. J. BARTELS and family

MR. M. BEIJES

MR. and MRS. T. BEIJES and family

MR. and MRS. H. BEIJES and family

MR. and MRS. C. BLOKKER, Henry and Pam, Andy
JOHN and DONNA BLOKKER, Johnny, Tonja
LAWRENCE and GERALDINE BLOKKER, Jacqueline
GERRY and RICKY BLOKKER, Sherri, Laurie
MR. and MRS. I. BOS and family

JOHN and DIANE BOS, Johnny, Ryan

DON and L1Z BOS, Marion, Wayne, John, Donny
JAKE and WINNIE BOS and family

MRS. F.BOS and Ed

FRED and RICKY BOS, Ian, Tracy, Kim
DONALD and TIENA BOS and family
RICHARD and MARGARET BOS and family
EVERT and JOANNE BREUKELMAN and family
GERRY and NELLIE DE BOER andfamily
JOHN and JOANNE DE BOER and family

MR. and MRS. K. DE BOER and family

MELLE and DIENIE DE BOER and family

MR. and MRS. H. DEJONGE, Marg, Harriet, Charmaine
TOM and JENNY DEKKER and family

BILL and JACKIE DEKKER, Billy and Tommy
JOHN and TINA DEKKER

HANS and ROSE DIEK, Nathan, Stephanie

MR. and MRS. H. DIEK

MR. and MRS. HARRY FEENSTRA and family
MR. and MRS. J.G. FEENSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. C. FEENSTRA, Geraldine, Andrea
MR. and MRS. A. GUNNINK and family

JOHN and JENNY HAVEMAN and family
CASE and ANN HEEMSKERK and family

PETE and HILDA HEEMSKERK

MR. and MRS. W. HOEKSEMA and family
MURRAY and LIZ HOFSINK and family

MR. and MRS. H.J. HOMAN, Johnny, Francine
MR. and MRS. W.E. HORLINGS, Harold
GEORGE and ELLA JANS and family

MR. and MRS. J. JANSEMA and family

MR. and MRS. F. JONGSMA and family

MR. and MRS. R. KINGMA and family

MR. and MRS. L. KINGMA, Beth-Ellen, Jamie
MR. G. KREMER

MR. and MRS. H. KROES and family

MR. and MRS. H. LINDE, Asn. and family

MR. and MRS. H. LINDE, Vinemount

PETE and ZWANY LINDE and boys

Ottawa

The following brothers and sisters and their families from the Cana-
dian Reformed Church at Ottawa wish you God’s Blessings at Christ-
mas time and throughout the New Year.

ARNOLD and SISKA DE LEEUW
HENK and SUSAN HOLTVLUWER
JOE and JENNY JAGER

HITTJO and INEKE PLOEGER
BILL and WILMA SCHEPER

KEES and ALIE TORENVLIET
GAR and MIEN VAN WEERDEN
ALBERT and AAF ZUIDHOF

1 ) e e e

MR. and MRS. K. LINDE and family

JOHN and RENNIE LINDE and family

ARNO and ALICE LINDE, Merika, P.J.

MR. and MRS. J. LOF, Pete and Marg

DIRK and BEATRIX LOF and family

PETE and ALICE LOF and family

JAKE and LIZ LOF, Angela, Johnny, Mary-Lynn

MRS. R. LUDWIG arid family

PETE and LINDA OOSTERHOFF and family

PETE and NELLY OOSTERHOFF and family

MR. and MRS. R.W. RAVENSBERGEN and family

MR. and MRS. G. RAVENSBERGEN and family

HENRY and ANN RIESEBOSCH and family

FRED and LINDA RUGGI and family

REV.and MRS. H. SCHOLTEN

ANKO and THERESA SCHOLTENS, Tracy

MR. and MRS. J. SCHULENBERG and family

REV.and MRS. CL. STAM and family

MR. and MRS. H. SCHUTTEN and family

MR. and MRS. G. SCHUTTEN and family

BOB and DIANE SPOELSTRA, Christopher,
Kerri-Ann, Jim-Bob

GEO. and GRACE VAN ANDEL and family

HENRY and JOANNE VAN BREDERODE, Shane, Kyle

MR. and MRS. N. VANDERHEIDEN and family

EDDIE and WILMA VANDERVELDE, Glen, Ronald

MR. and MRS. GEO. VANDERVELDE and family

MRS. ELIZABETH VANDERVELDE and family

ART and JEANIE VANDERVELDE, Ann-dJolene, Christina

MR. and MRS. S. VANDERWOUDE

[EPO and ANN VANDERWOUDE and family

ADRIand JANET VANEGMOND, Gordie, Vicki

LES and ANN VANEGMOND and family

MR. and MRS. H. VANIEPEREN

MR. and MRS. G. VANWOUDENBERG and family

MR. and MRS. P. VANWOUDENBERG and family

MR. and MRS. H. VIS, Geraldine

BERT and JOAN VIS, Ralph, Henry, James
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Season's Greetings

SODDING -
NATURAL STONEWORK

G [anDsCAPING LTD.

AS &M “Lithography L.

491 KAREN DRIVE, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
JAN GELDERMAN

7300 VICTORIA PARK AVENUE,
MARKHAM, ONTARIO L3R 1J1 Ny
Wighing you ol
495-9393
o Blessed Chuistmos and 1980.
SAM RIEMERS JAN HANK
BURLINGTON, OTJ'?ARIO 637-7152 689-5433

Mac Vanderhout Insurance Agency Ltd.

795 KING STREET EAST, HAMILTON, ONTARIO
PHONE: 544-2837

(reetings and Best Wiishes for a Joyous Chiistmas and o Happy New Year.

As we did in the “Seventies,” we pledge prompt service for all your
Insurance needs for the “Eighties.”

MAC VANDERHOUT ANDY VANDERHOUT
PETER VAN DYK TONY VANDERHOUT

A Blessed Christimas and a Progperous New Uear to AL.
F.E. Metal Products Ltd.

CUSTOM BUILT FARM STABLING

Manufacturers of Farrowing Crates, Feed Hoppers,
Hog & Cow Stabling, Feed Carts, Live Stock Scales, Etc.

585 ORANGEVILLE RD.,
FERGUS, ONTARIO J. VAN ROOTSELAAR - PROP.
PHONE: (519) 843-1673 PETE AND JACK
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Burlington

EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

Wishing you a joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year.

RICHARD and JOANNE AASMAN and Laura
HARRY and HENNY ALKEMA

GERRY and ANN BOSSCHER and family
PETER and GERALDINE BOSSCHER and girls
MR. and MRS. R. BOSSCHER and family
MR. and MRS. B. BREMER

RON BREMER and MARION DOKTER

MR. and MRS. W.J. BUIST and family

MR. and MRS. H. BUITENHUIS and family
MR. and MRS. H. DANTUMA and family
HERMAN and TRUDY DEBOERSAP and family
MR. and MRS. H. DEBRUIN, Sr. and family
MRS. A. DEGELDER

MR. and MRS. W. DEJONG and family
JOHN and FLORENCE DYKSTRA and family
BOB and JOANNE EUESDEN and Laura
MR. and MRS. A. HOEKSTRA and family
HENK and MINNIE HOOGSTRA and family
ARIE and ANNIE HORDYK and family

MRS. JH. HORDYK

JOHN and JENNY HORDYK and girls

MR. PETE HORDYK

MR. and MRS. J. HUIZINGA

ALBERT and JOYCE JAGT and Daniel

MR. and MRS. G.J. JANS and family

MR. and MRS. H.J. KAMSTRA and Pat
MR.PETER KAMSTRA

MR. and MRS. J. KIEFT and family

MR. and MRS. P.M. KONING and family
MRS. E.J. KRUID

MRS. G. LINDE

MR. and MRS. J.B. LUDWIG and family

MR. and MRS. J. MALDA, Sr. and Elizabeth
BEN and DINEKE MULDER and family

MR. and MRS. G.J. NORDEMAN and family
BILL and ELIZABETH OOSTDYK and family
JOHN and JOLANDA OOSTDYK and family
MRS. C. PIEFFERS

MR. and MRS. G. PLANTINGA and Norman
MARTEN and JOANNE POSTMA and boys
REV. A.B. ROUKEMA

ABE and LINDA ROZA and Abraham

MR. and MRS. H. SANDINK and family
HENRY and ATTIE SANDINK and boys
HENRY and GRACE SIEDERS and family
JAKE and RITA SIEDERS and family

MR. and MRS. K. (JIM) SIEDERS

MR. and MRS. W.G. SIKKEMA and Chris
ALBERT and HELEN SMOUTER and girls
BOB and ANNETTE SMOUTER and sons

Guelph

EMMANUEL CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

The following brothers and sisters would like to wish all the readers of
Clarion, a joyous and blessed Christmas season, as well as a pros-

perous New Year which is lived in close harmony with the Lord.

MR. and MRS. H.J. BAKER, Richard
BEREND and RIKA BOUWMAN
MR. and MRS. H. BOUWMAN
RUDY and JENNY DORGELOOQOS, Albert and Carl!
JOHN and HENNIE HELDER and family
EDWARD and MAUREEN KAMPEN and family
RICK and SHIRLEY KNOT, Annet,
Bert, and Ricky
JAKE and MARGARET KUIZENGA, David,
Richard, and Robert
LEONARD and JOSINA LODDER
ANDY and JENNIE LODDER and family
GEORGE and MARGARETHA LODDER, Wendy.
Ralph, and Margaret
KEITH and AUDREY LODDER, Emma,
Dan, and Calvin
HAROLD and SHARON MEERVELD and family
PIETER and ELS NIJENHUIS and family
MRS. CORA POLDERMAN
KLAAS and INA SIKKEMA and family
GLENN and TRUDY STEINACKER and family
HERMAN and YKE TIMMERMAN, Agnes, and Mark
MRS. A. VANDELDEN, John
JOHN and MARG VANDELDEN
COR and HELEN VANDERPOL and family
HANS and MARION VANDOOREN, Mark, and Derek
NICK and ELLA VANDOOREN and family
BRUIN and CAROLINE VAN HUISSTEDE
GEORGE and GERDA VANLAAR, Erik, Angela,
Gerry, and John
TONY and HISKE VANTOL and family
HENRY and FENNIE VERSTEEG and family
HANK and JACKY VERSTEEG, Jaclyn
FRED and RIKI WESTRIK and family
SIMON and ELSIE WILDEBOER and boys

JOHN SMOUTER and JOANNE MUIS

FRED and MIENEKE STOFFELS and children

MR. and MRS. K. TERPSTRA and Corinne

REV. and MRS. M. VANBEVEREN and Bea

JOHN and ALICE VAN DASSEL AAR and family
MR. and MRS. J. VANDEREE

REV. and MRS. G. VANDOOREN

HANK and RITA VANDOOREN and family

ARIE and BETTY VAN ES

JACK and BETSY VANSYDENBORGH and family

603



Best Wishes for 1980

Begt Wishes for 1980 {rom: om

Maple Leaf Motors Chilliwack
W.J. HUTTEMA — Owner E I ect ron ics
49562 Chwk. Central Road, AR G Southgate, Chilliwack, B.C. Phone: 795-9516
Chilli k, B.C. Gulf ulf
PHONE: 794-7611 Ny o MR. JERRY BREUKELMAN

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to All
from Management and Staff of:

Nadina Truck Service

Heavy Duty Truck Repairs and Parts
2235 NADINA AVENUE, P.O.BOX 1019, HOUSTON, B.C. — PHONE: 845-2212

ADRIAN, ARCHIE, LINDA, HENK, REGINA, RALPH, HERMAN, HARRY, JOHN, JOE

JOHN VAN Protecting your health and property. ROBERT KIND

B. C. PEST CONTROL LTD.

2511 WEST BROADWAY, VANCOUVER, B.C. V6K 2E9 — PHONE: 731-2711 or 731-2715

Wighing all Readers a Blessed 1980.

wal d i C Walter’'s Welding Ltd.

‘““HERE COMES SERVICE”’
TRUCK PARTS & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES LTD.
We’ve got what it takes to get what you want. e General Welding & Fabrication e Machine Shop

P.0. BOX 3220, SMITHERS, B.C. VOJ 2NO P.O. BOX 893, SMITHERS, B.C. VOJ 2NO.

We wish all friends and relatives
a Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous 1980

WALTER, TINY, RON, WALTER VAN GROOTHEEST.

e L e ——




Smithers
Transport Ltd.

LOCAL and LONG DISTANCE MOVING
INSURED — BONDED

Serving The Great Northwest

e Free Estimates
e Modern Heated Warehouse
TELEX:

847-2057 047-83134

NIGHT CALLS: JOHN BANDSTRA - 847-2395
DICK BANDSTRA - 847-9455

HOUSTON OFFICE: 845-2805

Across Town or Across the Nation
3394 YELLOWHEAD 16, SMITHERS

\S)eadon; greel‘inga %om
:Z)ké anc/ Jo/m

e Storage

e Reasonable Rates A
e Sanitized Vans @
e Crating

Tatlow
Greenhouses

FLOWERS
AND FRESH VEGETABLES

Greetings and Best Wishes
for Christmas and the New Year

from the

I. VERHELST FAMILY

BOX 2172,

SMITHERS, B.C. VOJ 2NO PHONE: 847-3079

ELECTRIC

E’O O _—~%Z~LTD.~ %
Wishes all Friends and
Customers
A Joyous Christmas
and a Happy New Year

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

L. STAM

OFFICE: 591-3308
RES.: 596-5007

106-13375 76 AVENUE,
SURREY, B.C.

TOWING

USED AND REBUILT AUTO PARTS

“SUDDEN
SERVICE”

BABINE LAKE ROAD,
BOX 462,
SMITHERS, B.C.

847-2114

Season’s Greetings.

HARRIS 72
Wrecking & Towing

CASEY, ANDREW, and DICK BARENDREGT
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Best Wighes for 1980 from:

LLOYD’S TIRE SERVICE
24 HR. SERVICE

New Tires e Retreading
Vulcanizing e Industrial Solids

2464 DUNDAS STREET (HWY. 5),
BURLINGTON ONTARIO

L. DEKKER

DAYS
DIAL “0” OPERATOR
ASK FOR
MOBILE OPERATOR JR7-9697

NIGHTS
PHONE: 335-4193

gedl M/L'j/wd %)r C/m’dlmaa
anJa \_A/(l/?/?y WQW year

Bouwman
Contracting Ltd.

4179 UPPER MIDDLE ROAD,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

PHONE: 335-3400

KING’S Horist

(1st) DISCOUNT FLORIST

Specializing in Tropical Plants
and Cut Flowers
JAN AND DENYSA van Herwynen
637-0522

1376 Plains Road East,
Burlington, Ontario

606

3086 ST. CLAIR AVENUE,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7N 1L3

DENBOK

Real Estate Ltd.

Out very Best Wiishes for a Blesced Christimas
and a Happy New Yeat.

PHONE: 634-2331

FOR REAL ESTATE

in the Burlington, Waterdown,
Aldershot and surrounding areas.

CALL

Henry Denbok

AT
634-2331




Neerlandia

The following mémbers of the Church at Neerlandia wish all their
brothers and sisters the Lord’s blessing and guidance for the coming
year.

NICK and FAY BARENDREGT and family
HARRY and GEZINA DE BOER and family
HELEN DORGELOOS

ADRIAN and LIES HAMOEN and family
MRS. H. HAMOEN

KEES and DINIE HAMOEN and family
JAKE and STIJN HOEKSTRA and family
MR. and MRS. JOHN KIPPERS

JOHN and ALICE KIPPERS and family

MR. and MRS. ART PETERS and family
HENRY and GRACE PETERS and family
MARTIN and BERNICE PETERS and family
MR.and MRS. J. ROWAAN

LAWRENCE and LUCILLE TERPSMA
BRUCE and DAVIDA TUININGA and family
JOHN and RITA VAN ASSEN and family
MR.and MRS. A. VIERSEN and family
JAKE and IRENE WERKMAN and family
PETE and CAROL WERKMAN and family
BERT and TENA WIERENGA and family

Coaldale

We wish all our brothers and sisters, a blessed Christmas and the
Lord’s guidance in the New Year.

MR. and MRS. G.G. BEUKEMA and family
MANCE and MARY BREUKELMAN and family
MR. and MRS. D. DANIELS, Sr.

HENK and MAGGIE HOFSINK and family
MRS. M. HOOGERDYK

HERMAN and ANN HOOGERDYK and family
LEONARD and TINA HOOGERDYK and family
DICK and RIKA HOOGERDYK and family
DON and ELSIE KALMA

MR. and MRS. P. KOK

DIRK and MARY KOK and family

MR. and MRS. H A. LUBBERS

HARRY and LINDA LUBBERS and family

MR. and MRS. H. LEFFERS

JOHN and JANE LEFFERS, Howard, Cornelius, Sylvia
KLAAS and JACKIE LEFFERS and family
ANDY and HELEN LEFFERS and family

JACK and WILMA MARISSEN and family

SID and BETTY OOSTENBRUG

HENRY and CHRIS PIEFFERS and family
MRS. H. TAMS

MR. and MRS. J M. VAN SPRONSEN, Sr.

Edmonton

Rejoice in the LORD always for “The LORD by wisdom founded the
earth, by understanding He established the heavens.”
Proverbs 3:19

MR. and MRS. R. BOSCH and family

MR. and MRS. T. BOUWSEMA and family

MR. and MRS. J. BOS

MR. and MRS. J. BULTHUIS

Family H. DENIJS

MR. and MRS. JOE DE VRIES and family

MR. and MRS. K. DUKER and family

CLAIRE and ELSIE EELHART

MR. and MRS. P. EELHART and family

MR. and MRS. S. EELHART and family

PHIL and JENNY GEUSEBROEK, Philip, Lisa

NICK GEUSEBROEK and ESTELLE BOS

JOHN and MARGARET HELDER, Marjorie,
Mary-Jane, and Tina

MR. G. HOEKSEMA and family

BEN and RHEA HOFSINK and family

MR.and MRS. M. HOORMEYER and family

SID and MARILYN KOK, Carolyn, and Darren

MR. and MRS. E.C. KONING, Jr. and family

BILL and RHEA MUIS, Darren and Ryan

HARRY and GRACE NOOT and family

MR. and MRS. J. OUSSOREN and family

MR. and MRS. J. PETERS and Hank

DOUWE and JOAN POSTMA and family

MR. and MRS. P. STIKSMA and family

MR. and MRS. S. STIKSMA and family

MR. BONNE STIKSMA

MR. and MRS. W. VAN ASSEN

MR. and MRS. K. VANDERLAND

MR. and MRS. D. VANDER VEEN and family

MR. and MRS. B. VAN RAALTE and boys

MR. and MRS. C. VELDKAMP and family

RON and COBI VERSTEEG

GARY and CATHY VISSCHER and Lorna

MR. and MRS. HARRY WERKMAN and family

MR. and MRS. J. WERKMAN, Jr. and family

MR. and MRS. J. WERKMAN, Sr.

PETER and SADIE VAN SPRONSEN, Diane, Marvin,
Sandra, Sheila, Sheldon

MR.and MRS. C. VAN SETERS

ARIE and MARGARET VAN SETERS and family

GEORGE and MARIA VAN BOSTELEN and family

GRIETHA VAN DYK

MR. and MRS. A. VERSTEEG and family

RICHARD and AMIE VELDKAMP and Harold and Doug

MR. and MRS. H. VELDKAMP

JOHANNA VELDKAMP

JACK and GRACE VOORHORST and family

KEES and RIA VAN VLIET
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Raap Bros. Drywall and Construction Co. Ltd.

*ENPRO INSULATION *BUILDERS AID
ATTIC INSULATION WHOLESALE CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS

132 MEADOW GATE DRIVE, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2C 4G3

QWishes ol and everyone a Metry Chiistmas and o Blessed and Prosperous New Uear!

BILL RAAP CURTIS RAAP
222.5989 AND FELLOW WORKERS 222-5421
Season's CJreetings
) 6![0"1:
Kingma
Meat Smithville Garage
P rOd u CtS SMITHVILLE, ONTARIO PHONE: 957-7035
Ltd. We take complete care
of your cars
and trucks
R.R. 2,
ST. ANN’S, ONTARIO MURRAY HOFSINK JOHN DEKKER
PROPRIETOR MECHANIC
SMITHVILLE, ONTARIO CBQSt CM}'LSIAQS 601[ 1()80 PHONE: 957-3111

TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS FROM

CENTRAL MOTORS

JOHN SCHULENBERG HENRY RIESEBOSCH
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Winnipeg

The following brothers and sisters of Winnipeg wish all brothers and
sisters in Christ, friends, and acquaintances in Canada and abroad,
God'’s blessings at Christmas time and throughout the New Year.

JOHN and MARGARET BARON and family
MR. and MRS. B.J. BERENDS and family

EEF and ALY BRUINSMA

BILL and SIEPY DE WIT and family

COR and TIENIE DE WITT and family

DERK and BEP DE WIT and family

CHRIS and SHARON DOW

BILL and GRIETJE GORTEMAKER and family
PIET GROENWOLD

JOOP and JANNY HARTHOORN, Martin and Peter
JOHN and HELEN JISSINK and family

JACK and IMMY KOS and family

MR. and MRS. B. KUIK and family

MR. and MRS. G. KUIK and family

HAROLD and TINA LUDWIG and family
MRS. J L. OVERBEEKE

LEEN OVERBEEKE

KEES and YTJE POPPE and family

BILL and HENRIETTA RAAP, Jason and Kerry
CURTIS and WENDY RAAP

SY and BETTY RAAP and family

VIC and GRACE SCHRIEMER and family
HENRY and FRANCES SLAA and family
DENNIS and ANN TEITSMA and family
ALBERT and JANE TIGGELAAR and family
JOHN and FIJGJE TIGGELAAR and family
IVAN and HILDA TIGGELAAR

JACK and WILMA TOET, Arlene and Brendan
JOHN and AUDREY TOET, Martin and Amanda
MR.and MRS. L. TOET and family

HENK and ELLY VAN BEEK

TINA VAN BEEK and ED HARKE

JOHN and JANET VANDENBERG, Jessica
RALPH VAN GOOR

ALBERT and WILMA VANDERPLOEG and family
BILL and MARY VAN VEEN, Ryan and Christopher
HENRY and HENNY WEESSIES and family
JANNES and CATHY WIERSEMA and family
NICK and GRACE WIERSEMA and family

Carman

The following brothers and sisters wish all their relatives and friends a
blessed Christmas and the Lord’s guidance in the New Year.

REV.and MRS. J. VAN RIETSCHOTEN and family
WAYNE and FINA BERGSMA and family
AUKE BERGSMA and family

MR. and MRS. A. BERGSMA

PAUL and NEL DERUITER and family

MR. K. DE WIT

FRED and CELIA DE WIT and family
MARTIN and ELIZABETH DE WIT and family
ED HARKE and TINA VAN BEEK

HANK and MARY KAMMINGA and family
MR. and MRS. H. KIERS

BERT AND EKE KLOS and family

MR. and MRS. H. KLOS

MR. and MRS. J. KUIK, Sr.

JAKE and RITA KUIK and family

MR. and MRS. J. LUITEN

SJOERD and AT NAP and family

ART and ALICE POPPE and family

MR. and MRS. K. ROOK and family

MRS. L. RUITER

MR. and MRS. JAKOB SCHEPER

RALPH and GRIETJE VAN ASSEN and family

MR. and MRS. G. VANDERSLUIS, Sr.

THEO and MARGARET VAN DASSELAAR and family
GUS and CORRIE VAN DASSEL AAR and family
MRS. J. VAN DASSELAAR and family

JACK and FRANCES VANDERMEULEN and family
GERRY and ALICE VANDERSLUIS and family
GUS and FREDDIE VEENENDAAL and family
HANS and FIMKE VEENENDAAL and family
PETER and TRUDY VEENENDAAL and family
HERMAN and GRETA VEENENDAAL

ARIE and ALICE VEENENDAAL

ED and ANNE VERSTEEG

BILL and MARINA VELDMAN

JOE and JENNY VAN DIJK and family

IRMA VAN DIJK

| -
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Burlington Coffee Service Ltd.

882 DANFORTH PLACE, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
MR. L. KNEGT

Com{a/imenfd 0/ If/w \g)eajon lo m'enalj am[ customers

greelin?d anJ/fgedt M/id/wé Van der Gaag & Sons
to AN Construction

GENERAL CARPENTRY
rom

SMITHERS, B.C.

Pete Barendregt
Wishing to olll a

P. & D. Repairs Blessed Chiistmas
Automotive Repairs and @ Happy New QUear

BOX 182, ART, AUBREY, PETE, and BILL
TELKWA, B.C. PHONE: 846-5439 P.0. BOX 2233 — PHONE: 847-3488

SMITHERS LUMBER YARD LTD.

SMITHERS 3528 Yellowhead Hwy., No. 16, Smithers, B.C. — P.O. Box 938 — Phone: 847-2246

LUMBER YARD

BUILDING  SUPPLIES

EVERYTHING FOR THE BUILDER

‘“‘EVERYTHING FOR THE BUILDER”’
A FULL LINE OF RUGS AND CARPETS

Season’s Greetings from
Fred, Ben, George, Henk, Willie, Henry, Arnold, Shelley, Thys, and Dennis.
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Wishing You a Blessed Christmas
and a Happy New Year

Riewald
Garage Ltd.

FOR BETTER AUTO REPAIR

To all our customers

and friends

a Joyous Christmas

and a
(t co-op trust
Happy New Year REAL ESTATE CO. OF CANADA
OWNED BY CREDIT UNIONS & CO-OPERATIVES
Bugjf“g';'g'f ';‘mR o BEA SPITHOFF K. (Jim) SIEDERS
’ 518 BRANT STREET, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
PHONE: 634-0243 637-3883

VAN DAM PRODUCE

Season's (Jreetingg

BURLINGTON FREELTON
637-5759 659-3450

May the Joy of the Christmas Season remain with you throughout the New Year.

designhaus interiors inc.

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE
3225 FAIRVIEW STREET, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

(416) 637-7494
JOHN J. BUIKEMA GERALD J. LOCK
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ARC-FAB

Burlington
1339 Mountain Grove, L7P 2H1
Portable Welding & Repairs
Ornamental

Res: 637-0483
Bus: 637-6177

Privacy Screens & Fencing

..|||||||[ cELLEX)

CELLEX FENCING CO.
A DIV. OF MIKE'S LANDSCAPING LTD.

JOHN LINDE
GERALD LINDE
HENRY LINDE

R.R.2,
HAMILTON, ONTARIO L8N 227

(416) 689-4946

JOHN DeJAGER

Season's Greetings from the Stoff of;
Qe Gar Manq,

division of 41087 Ont. Ltd.

JOHN HULLEMAN
JIMPATTERSON
BOB WILFORD
(416) 681-0415

93 PLAINSRD. W,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

634-7354
Ralph Terpstra W

CARPENTER
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

512 WALNUT CRESCENT,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7N 2V8

Season's Greetings

RALPH, TRUDY, GERALD, and THERESA.

Best Wishes
for the New Year from:

:/l/(oc[s’m Canadian Shoe Store

Men’s ® Women’s ® Children’s Shoes

Village Plaza, Waterdown, Ontario

Phone: 689-6819
Franck Marchese, Prop.

Res: 689-6049

Best Wiishes for Chuistmas
and a Prosperous New Uear.

GERRY BOSSCHER CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL — RESIDENTIAL
REPAIRS — CUSTOM HOMES

PHONE: 637-9271

411 PINE COVE ROAD,
GERRY BOSSCHER  BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

Jabric art,—

An International Collection
of Fabrics and Wallcoverings

754 GUELPH LINE, PHONE: 637-2144
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7R 3N5

Blest be the God of Israel,
The Lord Who visited His own.

co-op trust
realtor

(t

Frnée ﬂ ﬂfozdyé, REPA,RRA

Appraisals, Sales, Consulting

Res.: (416) 632-2125
Mobile Telephone: Hamilton YP7-5063
3386 REGALROAD,  BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7N 1L8

Wishing You His Peace and Joy in 1980
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Chatham

The following brothers and sisters of the Canadian Reformed Church
at Chatham, Ontario wish all their brothers and sisters, relatives,
friends, and acquaintances in Canada and abroad, the LORD’s

blessing for 1980.

MR. and MRS. G. BEINTEMA, Betty

ANDY and INA BEINTEMA and family
LOUIS and MARG BEINTEMA and family
MR. and MRS. AUKE BERGSMA and family
MR. and MRS. BERNIE BERGSMA and family
PETE and TERESA BERGSMA, Michelle
TALBOT and THERESA BERGSMA, Tera
JOHN and CAROL BOS and family

SIMON and BETTY BREUKELMAN and family
MR. and MRS. G.J. BRINKMAN

HENRY and JEANNE BRINKMAN, Tracey
JOHN and ANN BULTJE and family

MR. and MRS. MIKE DE BOER and family
MRS. T. DE JONGE

MR. and MRS. P. DE JONGE and family
LENNY DE VRIES

MRS. MARIE FOEKENS and family

REV. and MRS. J. GEERTSEMA and family
RICK and SHIRLEY ELLIOTT

MRS. C. GOOSSEN

RICK and ANNA HAMMERTON, Chris, Barry
JOHN and WILMA HUTTEN, Gerald

JERRY and CLAIRE HUTTEN

MR. and MRS. G.J. HEYINK and family
HENRY and JUDY HEYINK and family

MRS. S. HOLSAPPEL and family

BEP HOOGLAND

MR. and MRS. FRED JELSMA and family
MR. and MRS. A. JONGBLOED

JOHN and ANN JONGBLOED, Bryan, Kerri
DEWEY and DIANNA JONGBLOED, Cynthia
JERRY and LIZ KERPEL and family

ADRIAN and IETI KOSTER and family

MR. and MRS. C. LANTING and family

BILL and RETA LUDWIG, Michele

GARNET and SIENIE MATTHEWS and family
JOHN and TENA OOSTERHOFF and family
PETER and SHERRY OOSTERHOFF
MR.and MRS. J. POOL

MR. and MRS. C. PEET and family

MR. and MRS. A. PIETERMAN and family
MR. and MRS. JOHN RAVENHORST and family
JOHN and CLAIRE ROZA

MRS. W.ROSIER

BILL and PAT ROSIER

AREND and WILLA DALE SMID and family
MR. and MRS. E. SNIPPE and family

KEITH SIKKEMA

MIEK TALEN

MR. and MRS. T. TAMMINGA and family
STEVE and FLORENCE TEMESY, Stephanie

Orangeville

The following brothers and sisters and their families from the Cana-
dian Reformed Church at Orangeville wish you God’s blessings at
Christmas time and throughout the New Year.

REV. and MRS. C. OLY and family

BEN and JOAN KOTTELENBERG and family
HARRIS and JO KOTTELENBERG and family
MRS. N.K. BROUWER and Kees and Ena

JOHN Wm. and CONNIE VAN OMMEN and family
KLARE and JANE KNOL and family

RON and TRUDY BOSMAN and family

ALBERT and NELLIE VAN SYDENBORGH and family
MELIS and JOANNE BROUWER and family
LOUIS and GERRIE DOEKES and family

MR. and MRS. G. SPANNINGA

MR. and MRS. R. GRIT

MR. and MRS. S. BOERSEMA

JOHN and HANNAH VAN BODEGOM and family
MR. and MRS. K. DOEKES

MR. and MRS. A. ROODZANT

MR. and MRS. R. NIEUWENHUIS and family
HERMAN and GERRY WEMEKAMP

MR. and MRS. JERRY TILLEMA and family

MRS. L. TILLEMA

MR. and MRS. C. VAN ANDEL and family

JAKE and NEL VANDERGAAG and family

MR. and MRS. P. VANDERGAAG and family
JERRY and MARY VANDERGAAG and family
JOHN and INGRID VANDERGAAG

MRS. J. VAN DER HEIDE

MR. and MRS. S. VAN DER HEIDE and family

MR. and MRS. JOHN VAN DER VEEN and family
MR. and MRS. SIDNEY VAN DER VEEN

HERMAN and BARBARA VAN DER VEEN and family
MR. and MRS. J. VAN DIEREN

FRED and PAT VAN GORKUM and family

TED and HENNIE VAN GORKUM and family

MR. and MRS. J. VAN MIDDELKOOP

GEORGE and JO ANNE VAN MIDDELKOOP and family
MR. and MRS. A. VAN OVERBEEKE and family
HENRY A. VAN SPRONSEN and family

MRS. K. VAN VEEN and family

MR. and MRS. HANK VEENEMA and family

JOHN and WANDA VEENEMA, Christopher

KEES and BONNIE VEENMAN and family

MRS. M. VEENMAN, Mary, Pauline

MRS. G. WESTRIK

KONNIE VAN WEERDEN

MR. and MRS. K. WIERSMA and family

CLARE and EVELIEN WIERSMA, Joeline, Chandra
MR. and MRS. J. WILDERDIJK and family

MR. and MRS. AJ. YTSMA, Andrew
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We wish all our Friends a
Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous 1980.

Walinga Body and Coach Ltd.

R.R. 5, GUELPH, ONTARIO

Bost AWishes
60/! 1980 6nom:

Duthler
Textiles Limited

602 UPPER JAMES
HAMILTON, ONTARIO

HAMILTON e KITCHNER e LONDON
e ST.CATHARINES e

A blessed Christmas

and a

prosperous New Year

to all from

the
DUTCH TOKO

100 MACDONNELL ST.,
GUELPH, ONTARIO — PHONE: 822-4690

MOUNTAIN PLAZA,
HAMILTON, ONTARIO — PHONE: 383-2981

Instant Citizenship
and Passport Pictures

Camera Sales & Rentals.

’
\Sjeadon s g'eelingd

d"n(on / a\ llll' ghl Burlington, Ontario’
L7G 3L5
Photo Finishing, ’ cn n‘

3350 Fairview Street

634-5545

A LIMITED COMPANY
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Hamilton

CORNERSTONE CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad the Lord’s blessing at Christmas and His guidance in the New Year.

MR. and MRS. G. ALKEMA and family

MRS. BERTHA A. BARTELS

MR. and MRS. BEN BARTELS and family

GEORGE and MARTA BARTELS and family

MR. and MRS. JOHN BARTELS and family

MR.and MRS. Wm. BARTELS and family

MR. and MRS. HENRY BARTELS and family

HANS and COBY BARTELS, Michael, Anita,
and Karen

MR. and MRS. JOHN BEINTEMA and family

MR. and MRS. H. BEINTEMA and family

MR. and MRS. G. BONTEKOE and family

MR. and MRS. J. BOOT and family

MR. and MRS. C. BUITENHUIS, Hilda, Leo, Julie

ALEX and YOLANDA DEBOERSAP

DR. and MRS. H. DEBRUIN, Tabitha, David

MR. and MRS. H.J. BRUINSMA and family

NELLIE DEKKER and CORY LINDE

MR. and MRS. K. DEJONG

CASE and TRUDY DEJONGE, Derek, Nicole

HENRY and RIKA DEJONGE, Chris, Tanya, Jodi

ED and ELLEN HEKERT, Rebecca

DR.and MRS. J. FABER and family

MR. and MRS. A. FLACH and family

MR. and MRS. G. GRITTER and family

EVERETT GRITTER and BRENDA VANDENBOS

MARGARET, JANNY, and JOHN GROENWOLD

MR. and MRS. A. HAARSMA and family

HERMAN and JANE HARSEVOORT and family

GERRIE and NEL HART, Michael, Brian, Eric

MR. and MRS. P. HELDER

JOE HELDER

BILL and ANNE HELDER, Alison, Kirsten,
Susan, Lois, Hannah-Lynn

REV. and MRS. W. HUIZINGA, Gerrilynn, John,
Dean, Bruce

JOHN and MIEKE JAGER, Rosaleen, Darryl

MISS J. KINGMA

MR. and MRS. A. KLAPWYK and family

MR. and MRS. L. KNEGT and family

MR. and MRS. A. KOPPERT

MRS. J.C.J. KUNTZ

MR. and MRS. J.J. KUNTZ and family

REV. and MRS. W. LOOPSTRA

DR.L.W.LOOPSTRA

MISS R. LUDWIG

STEVE and JENNY MANDULA, Stevie

MR. and MRS. H. METZL AR, Alice

JERRY and MINNIE MEYER, Marlene, Ron,
Harold, Michelle
HEIDIMEYER and HARVEY VANDERGAAST
MR. and MRS. H.D. NIENHUIS and family
HENK and ANNETTE Nobel
MR. and MRS. N. NYENHUIS, Jackie,
Martin, Nicky, Bert
PROF. and MRS. HM. OHMANN
F.G. OOSTERHOFF
MR. and MRS. D. OSTERMEIER and family
CORRIE OSTERMEIER
CHARLIE and ANNA PIPER, Charlie, Melissa
MISS H. SCHULLER
HERMAN and CHRIS SCHUTTEN, Justin,
Angelina, Shawn
MR. and MRS. WF. SCHUURMAN and family
PROF.and MRS. L. SELLES
MR. and MRS. M. SLOMP
MR. and MRS. W.D. SLOMP and family
MR. and MRS. G. SMINK and family
MR. C. SPEIJER
MR. and MRS. H.G.C. SWANWICK
MR. and MRS. H. TOGERETZ and family
MR. and MRS. H. VAN AMERONGEN
HENK and MARIA VANBEELEN, Marieke,
Jeremy, Lennaert
MR. and MRS. JOHN VANDENBOS and family
MIKE and BARBARA VANDENBOS and family
TONY and DINY VANDERHOUT, Brian, Marian
RALPH and TERESA VANDERLAAN, Edward-John,
Richard, Michael, Joanna, Adrian
MRS.F. VANDERVELDE
MR. and MRS. G.J. VANDERVELDE and family
MR.and MRS. IKE VANDERWOUDE and family
MR. and MRS. B. VANDERZWAAG and family
BEN and JOANNE VANDERZWAAG, Kim, Kevin, Charlie
RON and DEBBIE VANDERZWAAG, Benjamin
MR. and MRS. A. VAN ES, Henrietta, Nell, Kar!
HENK VANHALEN and CHRISTINE FABER
MR. and MRS. E. VANMEETEREN and family
MR. and MRS. H. VANVEEN and family
FRANK and JESSIE VENEMA, Henry, Rick, Frances
MR. and MRS. C. WALINGA
MRS. H. WIERENGA
MR. and MRS. W. WILDEBOER
ART and EBELIEN WITTEN, Theodore, Aron
GERARD and DIANE WOUDENBERG, Lisa, Ab
TOM and CARLA ZIETSMA, Jonathan,
Jared, Nadine
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Best AWighes for 1980 from:
13645 - 100th AVENUE n‘lnnp,, 7155 KINGSWAY

KING GEORGE CENTRE HOME CENTRE LTD.
SURREY, B.C. V3T 1J3

PHONE: 585-1537 PHONE: 521-1517

414 MIDDLEGATE CENTRE
BURNABY, B.C. V5E 2V1

JOHN A. VANDERPOL AND STAFF
“ .. Qur Customers Recommend Us”’

A blessed 1980 to all readers is the wish of all of us at

VANDERPOL'S EGGS LTD.

Processors of eggs and egg products

SURREY, B.C. (604) 596-71 55 W. VANDERPOL, Sr.
8592 - 148th STREET, B. VANDERPOL
V3S 3G4 H.A. BERENDS
Wishing you ol a Joyous Chistmas and a Happy New Year
* Cabins
* Campsite :
 pamps Pine Crest Resort

* Hot Showers
* Boat Rental

WEST YELLOWHEAD NO. 16, 10 MILES WEST OF HOUSTON, B.C.
BOX 245, HOUSTON, B.C.V0J 1Z0
PHONE: 845-2268

GEORGE AND SOPHIA LEFFERS and FAMILY

A Blessed Chistimas and a Prosperous New Uear to AN

Tower Communications Ltd.

BOX 1001, HOUSTON, B.C.V0J 120
2-WAY RADIO EQUIPMENT
CARL DYKSTRA Sales — Service — Rentals

PHONE: 845-7306




New Westminster

MARANATHA CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

We extend to all our brothers and sisters in the Lord, Season’s Greet-
ings and pray for a blessed 1980.

REV.and MRS. C. VAN DAM and family

GARY and JANE ARINK, Adeline, Yolanda, Gerard
M.J. BERENDS and family

MR. and MRS. HW. BISSCHOP and family

DICK and CHRISTINA DE BOER and family

RON and SHIRLEY DE HAAN

MR. and MRS. J. DEVOS

MR. and MRS. J. DYKSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. W. EENKHOORN and family -

MRS. C. HOLWERDA

MR. and MRS. H. JANSEN

MRS. H.S. KIENEKER and family

MR. and MRS. C.H. KLEEFMAN and family
MR. and MRS. G R. KLEEFMAN

MR. and MRS. F. KLEINE DETERS

MR. and MRS. L. STAM and family

MR. and MRS. J. VANDER LINDE

ANNIE VAN DELFT and family

DICK and FREDA VANDER LINDE

JOHN and CHRISTINA VANDER STOEP, Kevin, Darryl
RICK and NORA VAN OENE, Willy

MRS. J. VRIEND

MR. and MRS. J. VANDER MOLEN

Family GEO WENDT

MRS. G.J. WIEGERS

MR. and MRS. B. WIEGERS and family
MISS H. WIERENGA

Chilliwack

The brothers and sisters of the Canadian Reformed Church at Chilli-
wack, B.C. wish all their brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad a
blessed 1980.

DICK and JENNY BYKER and family

PETE and MAY BOES and family

RUDY and MARY BOEVE and family

JERRY and CORRY BREUKELMAN and family
HANK and GERTIE BUIT and family

MEL and JANIE DEGLINT and family

ED and FLORENCE DE HAAN and family
BEN and HILDA DEVOS and family

JOHN and JOANNE DEVOS and family
HENRY and HILDA GELDERMAN and family
MR. and MRS. W. GELDERMAN

GORD and TRUDY HUEBERT

JOHN and MINNIE HUTTEMA and family

KEN and MANEY HUTTEMA and family
HERMAN and MARTHA KOBES and family
ADRIAN and MARTHA KRABBENDAM and family
HARRY and HENRIETTA LANGFORD and family
ART and HANNY LENGKEEK and family

RAY and INA LOUWERSE and family

MR. and MRS. J. OOSTENBRUG

KLAAS and HILDA TAMS and family

MR. and MRS. H.J. TENBRINKE

REV. and MRS. E.J. TIGGELAAR and family
JOHN and GRACE VAN and family

MR. and MRS. W. VANDERMOLEN

JACK VAN ELLENBERG

BERT and HENNY WOELDERS and family

JOHN and LINDA WOELDERS and family

i

Lincoln

The following members of the Canadian Reformed Church at Lincoln
wish all their relatives, friends, brothers and sisters the Lord’s blessing

for 1980.

MR.and MRS. H. ALKEMA

TOM and MARY ALKEMA and family

MR. and MRS. H. BREUKELMAN and family
RAY and AGNES ELLENS and family

NICK and HENNIE MANS and family

ARIE and LOIS MUIS, Jeremy and Shawn
JAKE and GRACE OOSTERHOFF and family
MR. and MRS. KEN POST and family

ERNIE and JANE SCHULENBERG and family
WILLY and LYDIA SCHULENBERG and family

MR. and MRS. P.L. SCHULLER
MR. and MRS. A.C. STIEVA and Andy
ERIC and GRACE STIEVA and family
GERALDINE STIEVA and girls
MR. and MRS. C. VAN ANDEL and family
MR. and MRS. A. VANDENHAAK and family
MR. and MRS. HP. VAN IPEREN. Henry, John,
and Jason
MR. and MRS. H. VAN LUIK and family
MR. and MRS. J M. VAN SYDENBORGH
WAYNE and HELEN VAN SYDENBORGH and family
GEORGE and HILLY VANWOUDENBERG
BILL and CORRIE VANWOUDENBERG and family
REV. and MRS. M. WERKMAN and family
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Best Wishes for 1980

Greendale Motors Ltd.

owner HENRY GELDERMAN
Complete Automotive Repairs

6412 SUMAS PRAIRIE RD., R.R. SARDIS, B.C.

PHONE: 823-6713

Season’s Greetings from

Burlington Lawnmowers
K. (Casey) Kieft
Lawn-Boy and Toro Dealer

New and Used Sales e Repairs and Parts
Sharpening e Saws e Scissors e Skates e Etc.

380 Pine Cove Road, Burlington, Ontario
PHONE: 637-3088

Wishing You His Peace and Joy in 1980.

With Compliments of the Season!

M/idlu'n? a// a
g/eﬁdec] C/widtma;i anc[ a
ﬂappg %w year.

Plaza Jewellers

Diamonds — Watches — Fine Jewellery

G. GUDDAT
Certified Watchmaker and Goldsmith

ROSELAND PLAZA,

BURLINGTON, ONTARIO PHONE: 637-5533

Mike's Landscaping
Limited

JOHN LINDE

HAMILTON
PHONE: 689-4946

* Sodding and Seeding
* Grading

* Walks

* Loam - Sand - Gravel
* Planting

Out very Best Wishes
for & Joyous Chuistmas
and o Happy New Year.

Best Wishes for 1980 fom:
Adri’s

TRENCHING AND EXCAVATING

OWNED BY A. VANEGMOND CONSTRUCTION LTD.
BOX 131,
SMITHVILLE, ONTARIO LOR 2A0

Horizontal Earth Boring
Underground Public Utilities Contractors

Van’s
Importing

BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

Seagon's (Jreetings
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Smithers

O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love en-
dures forever. Psalm 136:1
We wish all brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad blessings for
1980.

MR. GEORGE ANTONIDES

DICK and RENA BANDSTRA and family
CASEY and INEKE BARENDREGT and family
DICK and DOROTHY BARENDREGT and family
MR. D.M. BARENDREGT, Sr.

MR. and MRS. PETE BARENDREGT and family
MR. DOUG BOERSEMA

JELLE and AUKJE DEJONG

PAUL and HELEN DEJONG

WARN and JENNY DEVRIES and family

MR. and MRS. J. HAMELINK and family

BILL and CALLIE HOFSINK and family

BEN and DOROTHY HOFSINK and family
FRED and PLOON HOFSINK and family
GEORGE and SUSIE HOFSINK and family

Houston

O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.

The following members of the Canadian Reformed Church at
Houston wish all their relatives and friends, brothers and sisters, a
blessed Christmas, and the Lord’s guidance in the New Year.

REV.and MRS. G.H. VISSCHER

ARCHIE and JEAN BRIENEN and family
MR.and MRS. J.C. BRIENEN, Sr.,

MARION BRIENEN, Shane, Kevin, and Katrina
ART and SHARON DYKSTRA and family
CARL and JENNY DYKSTRA and boys
RALPH and SINA FENNEMA and family
BARRY and CARLA HOFSINK and family

MR. and MRS. G.J. HOFSINK

MR. and MRS. J W. HOFSINK, Sr.

MR. and MRS. W. KANIS and family

RICH and BETTY KLAVER and family

KEN KOOPMANS and LINDA KANIS
ARNOLD and GRACE LUBBERS

ANDY MEINTS and BERNICE LOUWERSE
TIEME and ALY MEINTS and family

RIEN and HANNIE MOELIKER and family
RALPH and CLARA PAIZE and family
HENRY and ANN PENNINGA and family
MR. and MRS. J. PENNINGA

MRS. ALIDA STAD

CLARENCE and TINA STAD and family

MR. and MRS. H. VANBOSTELEN

ART and MINKE VANDER GAAG and family
AUBREY and JANE VANDER GAAG
GERRY and HETTIE VANDER GAAG and family
MRS. G. VANDERVELDE

REV.andMRS. C. VAN SPRONSEN and family
LARRY and JENNY WIERENGA and family

GEORGE and SOPHIA LEFFERS and family
MR. and MRS. A. MEINTS and Henry

AUKE and FENNIE MEINTS and family

ANDY and SANDRA MEINTS and family

BILL NYMAN

FRED and MINNI NYMAN and family

ANNA SCHARTZ

JOHN and FIMKE TENBRINKE and Clara
JOHN and JO VANDEN MOOREN and boys
ONNO VANDENHOEK and BARB LOISEAU
WALTER and ANN VANDEN HOEK and family
HENK VISSCHER

BILL and TRUDY WOELDERS and Rhonda Jo-Anne
GERRY WOELDERS

Langley

We wish all the brothers and sisters in Canada and U.S. and abroad
the Lord’s blessing for 1980.

IKE and LINDA BREDENHOF, Christina,
Benjamin, Theresa

Family J. BYSTERVELD

MR. and MRS. W. DAM and family

DAN and HENNY DOESBURG and family

Family HARRY DE GELDER

JOHN and DINI DE HAAS and family

JACK and JOAN DE WIT and family

CORY and EMMA FLOKSTRA and family

Family H HANSMAN

BOB and COBY HELLEWELL, Jodie,
Lanny, Jamie, Robbie, Deanna

Family P. HOEKSEMA

HARRY and MARTHA MOES and family

Family L. OSTERMEIER

Family P. POTHOVEN

MR. and MRS. S. SELLES, Bill, Rita,
Chris, Jonn

FAM. J. VANDERHORST

MR. and MRS. P. VANDERSTOEP

GEORGE and DORA VAN POPTA

MRS. G. VAN WIJK and family

Family J. VAN WOUDENBERG
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Geason's
Qneetmgs ALUMINUM PRODUCTS

e WINDOWS e DOORS e AWNINGS

GERRY JANS

4187 UPPER MIDDLE RD., BURLINGTON, ONTARIO — 335-3733

_/4 /.?/éédec/ C/widfmad anc! a Jé/appg %w year %'om:

Zietsma Electric

Electrical Installations and Repairs
Domestic — Commercial — Industrial

2310 HEADON ROAD,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7R 3X5 PHONE: 335-2992

Brant Travel Service Ltd.

552 BRANT STREET — BURLINGTON, ONTARIO PHONE: 632-0720

HET REISBUREAU BIJ UITSTEK VOOR AL
UW REISBENODIGDHEDEN.

Lucy Meyer en Bert Van Gageldonk
wensen U Gezegende Kerstdagen en een Voorspoedig Nieuwjaar.

Ceason's Geetings fom:

Hutten’s Farm

Ground Maintenance

WATERDOWN, ONTARIO
689-6539

FAMILY HUTTEN
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Toronto

BETHEL CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

The following members of the Bethel Canadian Reformed Church at
Toronto, Ontario wish all brothers and sisters across Canada and
abroad, the Lord’s blessing for 1980.

ANDREW and MARIANN BAARTMAN and family
MR. and MRS. KLAAS BLOKHUIS

JOHN and HETTY BOOT and family

MR. and MRS. FRED BOUWKAMP

ALBERT and GRACE BULTJE and family

JOHN and HILDA DEBOER and family

ADRIAN and JOANNE DIELEMAN and family
WUBBO and LIEN EDSKES and family

WILFRED and AGNES GRIFFIOEN and family

BEN and HANNA HARSEVOORT and family
GERALD and FRANSES HEIKENS and family
JACK and EVELYN HERES and family

JOHN and SANDRA HUIZING, Sr.

JOHN and JANE HUIZING and family

FRANK and DIANE KAMPEN and family
HANK and MARY KAMPEN and family

LEO and DIANE KAMPEN and family

BERT and JANE KOMDEUR and family
CHUCK and CLAUDIA LOOPSTRA and family
REV. and MRS. J. MULDER and family

HUGO and SHIRLEY PILON and family
WILLIAM and RINY SALOMONS and family
HERMAN and JANNY SELLES and family
IZAK and LINDA VANDEREE and family
HENK and DIANE VAN DIJK and family

MR. and MRS. WILLIAM VISSCHER and family

London
PILGRIM CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

To all our brothers and sisters we extend Season’s Greetings and pray
for the Lord’s blessing and guidance in the New Year.

BILL, GRACE and Andy BALCH

DICK and ANNEMARIE BERGSMA, Richard, Marianne,
Heather

FRED and CORRIE BOERINGA and family

BERT and JEAN BLOKKER, Kenneth, Michael,
Steven, Wesley

RALPH and CORRY DE GROOT, Jody, Jeffrey,
Josh, Christopher

PASTOR J. DE JONG

JOHN and ELISABETH DE VRIES, Danielle, Nadine

MARY DOEKES

RALPH and INEKE HAAN, Monique

JOHN and THEA HEYINK, David, Laura, Kevin

COR and ATTIE HOFF and family

ANNETTE HULZEBOSCH

JIM and JOANNE KOOLSBERGEN

MR. and MRS. C. LINDHOUT, Sr.

KEES and JULIE LINDHOUT, Bob, Marcelle, Marlissa

PETER and LORRIANE LINDHOUT, Laura, Rachel

UBBO and MARIAN MEINEN, Jonathan, James

RIEN and HILDA OLTHOFF, Alicia

JACK and RENNIE PIETERMAN, Arthur, Shane,
Tammi, Chad

KEITH and TERRY TEMPLE, Jeffrey, Erin

JOHN and MARGRIET VAN AMERONGEN and family

ADRIAN and MARGARETHA VANDERWOERD,
John, Jacqueline

BERT and GRACE VANDERWOERD, Deanna, Marjorie

MR. and MRS. FRED WILDEBOER

MR. and MRS. HENK WILDEBOER

THEO and NANCY VANDERPOL, Sean, Jason

Brampton

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad God’s
blessing for the coming year. Romans 15:13

BERT and HARMINA BOERSEMA and family
MR. and MRS. HK. BOSKLOPPER and family
KLAAS and VAL GRIT and family

HANK and MARG JAGER and family

ANDY and MARTI KEEP and family

MR.and MRS. A. KEEP, Sr.

JOHN and TONI KOTTELENBERG and family
MISS BETTY MAAT

FRANK and ANNETTE LUDWIG and family
MR. and MRS. C.Y. NOBEL, Bill and Helen
JOHN and KAREN NOBEL

CHRIS and CAROLINE NOBELS and family
MRS. W.NOBELS

ED and PADDY ROODZANT and family
PETE and BIENY SCHOON and family

SITA SCHUTTEN

GERT and CHRISTINE STIEVA and family
MRS. E. TENHAAF

BERT and JANE TENHAGE and family

COR and HENNY TENHAGE and family
JOHN and ALICE TENHAGE and family
LARRY and ALICE TENHAGE and family
MR. and MRS. H. VANBODEGOM, Sr.
HARRY and ANN VANBODEGOM and family
LEO and LIZ VANBODEGOM and family
GERRY and BRENDA VANMIDDELKOOP and family
MR. and MRS. J. VANMIDDELKOOP

MR. HENRY VIS

JOHN and NEL VIS and family

RALPH and GRACE VISSCHER and family
BERT and HELEN WANDERS and family
JOHN and MARG WANDERS and family
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Bill T BOX 938,
Warren SMITHERS, B.C.

Harry VoJ 2NO

Del L
RS & Eogaa ORK Lrp

3516 FULTON AVENUE,
PHONE: 847-2117

Ross

Garry 1

greefingd am{ ge:&f M/idéea %)r CAridfmad am[ f/w %w year

Season’s Greetings

CONSTRUCTION * INDUSTRIAL * COMMERCIAL « INSTITUTIONAL « AND RESIDENTIAL
(FERGUS) LTD.

e DESIGN e PLANNING & e PROJECT MANAGEMENT

525 GLENGARRY CRESCENT, P.O. BOX 215, FERGUS, ONTARIO N1M 2W8
PHONE: (519)843-1301

Season’s Greetings to All from

Fraser Valley Automotive

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

13350 BOLIVAR ROAD, SURREY, B.C.
PHONE: 584-8644 JOHN and BILL VANDERLINDE

POSt Construction e TERRA STEEL BUILDINGS

e RENOVATIONS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
FERGUS, ONTARIO ¢ PHONE: 843-4200 e FARM STRUCTURES

M/L'J/u'ng _/4// ana,/ gl/eryone a Jogoud C}/Lriétmad aml a Z%ma’ aru[ /9 rosperous %w year

E. JOHN AND ENA POST AND FAMILY R.R. 4, FERGUS, ONTARIO
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Grand Rapids

We wish you all a blessed 1980.
“. .. peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine house, a peace be
unto all that thou hast.” [ Samuel 25:6b

REV. and MRS. P. KINGMA and family

MR. and MRS. JOHN BUITENBOS and family
MR. and MRS. R. BUITENBOS

PIM and GERTHE DEN HOLLANDER and family
MR. and MRS. JISSINK

DR. J. KAPTEIN

DR. and MRS. W.D. MEESTER and family

MRS.ROZA

MRS. W. SIKKEMA and Betty

MR. and MRS. J.H. TENHAAF and family
MR. and MRS. P.A. TENHAAF and family
MR. and MRS. W.P. TENHAAF and family
MR. and MRS. DICK TENHAAF

MR. and MRS. HARRY TENHAAF

MR. and MRS. A. VANDERSLUIS

MR. and MRS. M. VERHEY, Sr., Maria
HARRY and KATHY VELDMAN and family
MR. and MRS. A. GELDERMAN

MARTIN and HENNIE VERHEY and family

Watford

A blessed Christmas and a joyful 1980 to all our brothers and sisters in
Canada and abroad.

Now the Lord of peace Himself will give you peace always by all
means. The Lord be with you all. Il Thessalonians 3:16

BUD and ANITA BLANCHARD and family
MRS. ELLY BOERSEMA and family

JOE and ENA BOERSEMA and family
JOHN and JOANNE BORK and family
REV.PK.A.DE BOER

WILLEM and SINA DE HAAN and family
BILL and LINDA DOKTER and Julie
HANK and RUTH HAAN and family
LUUT and AAFKE HAAN and family

KEN HAMMER

GERRIT and JANKE HUTTEN and family
JOHN and ALIE JANSSENS and family
MRS. GRACE KOK and family

PAUL and PAT LEBEL and family

MRS. J. LENTING

JACOB and GRACE LENTING and Gerald
RICK and JUDY LENTING and family
RICK and MARY LENTING and Richard
ANDRIES and ANN SMID

MR. and MRS. J. SMID

MAYNARD and SUSAN SMID and family
GERRIT and BOUWCHIEN TAMMINGA and family
TALO and DINA TAMMINGA and family
DON and IRENE VAN GORKUM
GEORGE and ANNIE VAN GORKUM
JOHN and GERDA WUBS and family

Fergus

MARANATHA CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

The congregation of the Maranatha Canadian Reformed Church at
Fergus, wish all the brothers and sisters a blessed 1980.

Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is com-
ing. Therefore you also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming at
an hour you do not expect. Matthew 24:42, 44

MR. and MRS. J. BEUKEMA

MR. and MRS. HARRY BOUWMAN and family

GERRY and HENNY BROERSMA, Swanieta, Joyce, Peter,
Cornelius, and John

MR. and MRS. B. BULTENA, Cor, Audrey, Albert,
Edward, and Stanley

HAROLD and JOANNE BULTENA

W.H. DEVRIES and family

HARRY and MARY DEWITT, Jane, Hilda, Betty

JOHN and TRUDY GANSEKOELE and family

MR. and MRS. H. HUTTEN and family

MR. and MRS. MARTEN, Jansen, Swanieta, Clarence,
Keith, Richard, Edward, Jeannette, Wendy, and Christa.

DICK and DINA LODDER, Gregory, Ian, Randy, and Scott.

JACK and MARGARET LODDER

BOB and TRUDY LODDER and family

ALICE LUBBERS
JOHN and RITA MEDEMBLIK and family
MR. and MRS. H. MOESKER, James, Mary, and Henry.
JACK and CHRISTINA MOESKER, Erica, Henry, Marsha,
and Karen.
BERT and DIANE, Brian, David, Eddie, and Chris NIEZEN
HEINE, CHRISTINA, John and Rebecca PENNINGA
JOHN and ENA POST, Herman and Neil
The RIEMERSMA family
ANNE SCHNIEDERS
JOHN and BETTY SCHOLTEN, Melanie and Heidi
MR. and MRS. K. SIKKEMA
ONNO and ANNETTE SIKKEMA and family
PETER and GRACE SMID and family
WILLEM and ROELIE SMITH, Bert, Diane,
John, Angela, Harold, and Frank
JOHN and SHIRLEY SWAVING and family
KEITH and ANN VAN LEEUWEN and family
REV.and MRS. WW.J. VAN OENE
MR.and MRS. A. VAN RAALTE
CLARENCE and RYMA VAN RAALTE and children
MR. and MRS. J. VAN RAALTE and family
MR.and MRS. J. VAN ROOTSELAAR and family
BILL, PAT, and Melissa VAN VEEN
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John de Vos
& Company

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANT

OFFICE:
STE. 203 - 419 YALE ROAD WEST,
CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 2M6

792-0736

RESIDENCE:
6811 PREST ROAD,
SARDIS, B.C.VOX 1Y0

858-6668

L

Fairview Travel
Service Ltd.

Wishing you a Blessed Chiistmas
and o Happy New Yead

NOW TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:

3350 FAIRVIEW STREET, FIESTAHALL
FAIRWOOD CENTRE, 102 HIGHWAY #8,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO STONEY CREEK, ONTARIO
PHONE: 639-3171 PHONE: 662-1550

NO MATTER WHERE, WE'LL GET YOU THERE!

Wishing you a Joyous Chiistmas
and a Progpetous New UYear
fom the Staff of:

APPlé.EBY 3
heating and -

co. lid.

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING - VENTILATION
RESIDENTIAL AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL
OIL AND GAS

SHOP

2235-4 INDUSTRIAL STREET,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7P 3E1
SHOP PHONE: 335-3203

s

air conditioning - N

=

Bartwoude
Sod Supply

Wishing you a
Happy Holiday Season

and a

Progperous New Uear

J. VANDERWOUDE W. BARTELS, JR.

632-3121 648-3205
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO ANCASTER, ONTARIO




—
Voortman’s

almond pastry

rings

filled with

100% pure almond paste

a delicious

holiday tradition
S in the same quality
Fy you'’ve enjoyed for years
4 Voortman

Burlington Ontario
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A Beautiful Gift. . . BOOK
A Lasting Gift... a

VlSlt Only a few copies left of the following:
yOUT LASTING FOOD

A book for daily family worship. Written by J. Geertsema, C. Oly,

. . A.B. Rouk , D. VanderB , G. VanDooren, W.W .J.

Local Distributor oA s G VenLooren, WL Ve Cete
for a INHERITANCE PRESERVED

Rev. W.W.J. VanOene, The Canadian Reformed Churches in His-

t 1 ti R torical Perspective .. .......... ... .. ... ... ... $9.80

'grea selechion n THE GOSPEL UNDER

. THE SOUTHERN CROSS
Readl ng and W.H. Bredenhof. A report on the important task being carried out

by the missionary and Mission Aid in Brazil.

S tu dy BOO ks Plasticized softcover ............................. $4.50

NONE LIKE THEE

for y O u ng a n d Old' Rev. Cl. Stam. A meditative excursion into the prophecies of Micah
ofMoresheth . ..... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... $3.95
PREMIER PUBLISHING

1249 PLESSIS ROAD, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2C 3L9

—£— 8.S. Plumbing & Heating Co.

] WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

e Plumbing e Hydronic Heating e Air Conditioning

M/ié/zing you a// a ﬂappg ﬂo/i(jay \S)ea./»on
aml a /9 rosperous %w year.

“HENRY”’ — “‘HANK”’ — ““‘JACK’’ — ‘“HENRY JR.”’
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. 27 Outlines
by Rev. |. DeWolff

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth.”

It is with this statement that the Bible begins.

The first chapter is the announcement that and how God
has brought forth everything . . ..

... In it He reveals Himself to us as the Creator Who
brought forth everything with wisdom, orderly and purpose-
fully, since it was His sovereign will (cf. Revelation 4:11); we
learn from it that everything is therefore His legitimate pos-
session (cf. Deuteronomy 10:14, Psalm 24:1, 2); that every-
thing finds its purpose in Him (Proverbs 16:4, Romans
11:36), and is created to His glory; for who is there among
His creatures for whose glory God could have done it all?
(cf. Psalm 104:31) And so we know immediately that we aiso,
as creatures, are called to His service and honour.

ISBN 0-88756-018-0
Soft Cover, 142 PAGES ... ................ $4.90

/1],
e
[ e
1

i
// /%

REV. CL. STAM

This book intends to give an introduction to the Christian faith as it is
summarized in the Beigic Confession. Originally a course for pre-
confession students, the book includes outlines on church history,
church polity and liturgy. Emphasis has been placed on Scriptural
references, with cross-references to the Heidelberg Catechism and
the Canons of Dort. Well-suited for study material for societies,
schools and homes.

In the introduction, Rev. Stam writes, “There are many superstitions;
there is only one True Faith. This book intends to defend the posi-
tion that the Christian Faith, in its true Biblical form, is unique and ex-
clusive, proclaiming the one way of salvation in Jesus Christ.”

An elaborate table of Contents makes topic-finding easy.

Ideal for instructor and those to be instructed.

ISBN 0-88756-016-4
Soft Cover, 152PAGES ... ........ $4.95

A series of essays about sects and ideas which confuse
the mind of the believer.

Sects and ideas dealt with are:

1. Jehovah’s Witnesses
2. Neo-Pentecostalism
3. Horizontalism

4. Mormonism

5. Roman Catholicism
~ 6. Dispensationalism

SAVE SOME, SNATCHING THEM FROM THE FIRE

Contributors: J. Faber, W. Huizinga, Cl. Stam,
C. Van Dam, and G. Van Dooren.

ISBN C-88756-011-3

Soft Cover 138PAGES ................. $4.75

Available at your favourite bookselier or

PREMIER PUBLISHING
1249 PLESSIS ROAD, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2C 3L9
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A great and mighty wonder

Es ist ein’ Ros’ Cologne, 1599

e =
+ } f
great and might

men!”

2. The Word became incarnate — 3. Sing praise to God, the Father

Made flesh, yet very God. Join with the heavenly bands
The angels hailed His coming

With songs o’er fields abroad. And oceans, clap your
Repeat the song again: Repeat the song agai
“To God on high the glory,

And peace on earth to men!”

4. Since He came us to ransom,
Let Him now be adored,
The King once born in Bethlehem,
Qur Saviour and our Lord.
Repeat the song again:
“To God on high the glory,




