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Acts of Smithville

1. THE APOSTLES’ CREED.

Most of our readers belong to a Canadian or Ameri-
can Reformed Church and have recently received the
Acts of General Synod held in Smithville, Ontario, from
November 4 - December 5, 1980. It is a book of 272 pages,
and we may congratulate the former first clerk, the Rev. J.
Visscher, and Premier Printing on this publication and
commend them for a job well done. The Acts are well
organized and indexed, the paper is of good quality and
the chosen lettertype is clear. Sure, the work is not
perfect. Appendix V is headed as a report about contact
with the Presbyterian Church instead of Orthodox Pres-
byterian Church; but the printing errors are amazingly
few.

Although the Acts of Smithville number more than
twice the amount of pages in the Acts of the previous
Synod, some will judge that they are too short. The
Church of Lincoln had proposed that from now on the
Acts of Synod will include all proposals, letters, appeals,
reports, etc. Synod Smithville did not accede to this pro-
posal. It considered that the Acts do not only record deci-
sions, but also observations and considerations in which
the material presented to Synods is summarized. Each
Synod decides what material submitted to her shall be
published as an appendix to the Acts. | can agree with
this decision; there would be no end if all proposals, let-
ters, and appeals had to be recorded. But | would make
one exception, and it concerns the reports of standing
committees. These committees have been appointed by
the previous Synod, and, although they send report to the
churches, their report is addressed to the General Synod.
As arule, all reports of standing committees or deputies
should be printed in the Appendix to the Acts of Synod.
Synod Smithville enclosed the reports of Governors and
Trustees of the Theological College, of the Committees
about Psalms and Hymns, contact with the OPC,
women’s voting rights, Bible translations, and corres-
pondence with churches abroad, with the enclosure of a
historical review of the Presbyterian Church in Korea.
These appendices make for captivating literature, and it
is my experience that the reports of standing committees
provide later generations with background information
and study material that often is of more lasting value
than many decisions of synods.

Therefore, | deplore the fact that the Synod of Smith-
ville published a revised text of the Apostles’ Creed (Art.
107) without providing the churches now and later with
the remarks of the deputies. Now several questions can-
not be answered. What was the textus receptus that the
standing committee took as basis for a new translation?
The answer is: the text published by J.N.D. Kelly, Early
Christian Creeds, 2nd. ed. 1960, p. 369, but you will not
find this important information in the Acts of Smithville.
Which were the new translations that the Committee
took into consideration? Why is ‘I believe” now repeated
in the second part, although it is not found in the textus
receptus? Answer: it underlines the trinitarian structure
of the creed and is in agreement with the International
Consultation Text. This answer was in the report of
deputies but you will search for it in vain on the many
pages of the Acts of Smithville. What were the arguments
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for translating “hades” or “realm of death” instead of
“hell”? The Committee referred to newer Bible transla-
tions of Matt. 11:23, 16:18, Acts 2:31, Rev. 1:18, to the In-
ternational Consultation Text (“‘the dead”), and to the
text of the Committee-Dankbaar in The Netherlands. It
proposed to take up this important point with the sister-
churches abroad. But you will not read anything about
this in the Acts. There you read that the Committee was
convinced that the early Christian Church understood the
word ‘“Hades” only in terms of ‘“‘the realm of death,”
while in reality the Committee wrote that the early Chris-
tian Church here thought of Scriptural notions of Sheol or
Hades or “the realm of death.” But nobody who only
reads the Acts can check Synod Smithville in its sum-
marizing or quoting the report of the deputies.

With a blush of shame | read in the Acts that ‘“the
definite article ‘the’ (with respect to the Church) may be
in the International Consultation Text, but is not found in
the original manuscripts.” The blush of shame is
because of the pseudo-scientific character of this
remark. The Synod speaks about the original manu-
scripts. Which are they? In which language were they
written? If Synod means the textus receptus of the
Apostles’ Creed, then it must be Latin, but the Latin
language does not have a definite article at all. It does
not have an indefinite article either. Then how can one
argue the way Synod Smithville does? The consequence
should be that we also speak about “a communion of
saints, a forgiveness of sins, a resurrection of the body,
and a life everlasting,” for the definite article is not found
in those clauses either. In my opinion, the International
Consultation Text had its virtues, compared to the text
now adopted by Synod Smithville. The International Text
maintains the trinitarian structure. It does not repeat “I
believe,” but reads: | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgive-
ness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. It may be left to Reformed preachers and
catechism instructors to make clear that we trust upon
the Holy Spirit and believe that He gathers the one, holy,
catholic and apostolic church. We do not put our trust
and confidence in the church, but in God alone.

Let me return to the Acts of Smithville. | hope that |
have made clear why the Reports of the Committee on
Translation and Revision of Confessional and Liturgical
Forms should have been published in the Acts. Let it at
least be known that the Committee did not argue on the
basis of a definite article in the Latin text of the textus
receptus. It came to its proposal because the definite ar-
ticle in the English language expresses the unicity of the
church of Christ. There is not a Catholic Church among
others. The indefinite article may give the impression
that the Church of Christ is a vague, unknown entity,
possibly future, but in any case indefinite. Therefore, the
deputies chose for the definite article in the English
translation, “the holy catholic church.” Moreover they
followed first the Committee-Dankbaar and later the In-
ternational Consultation translations as closely as possi-
ble. By way of analogy, they could have referred to other
early Christian creeds, namely, those written in Greek,
which language, different from Latin, has the definite ar-



ticle. In most early Greek confessions this definite article
is used in the clause concerning the one catholic church.
But enough about the new text of the Apostles’ Creed.

The churches would do well to test this text by using
it. | would only plead for allowance for revision at a
following Synod. The revision of the translation of the
Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed has not yet been
submitted to the churches. If a new edition of the Book of
Praise has to be printed before the following Synod,
would it not be best to leave all creeds and confessions
as we have them at the moment? The Committee on the
Book of Praise rightly suggested this (Acts, p. 83). Synod
thought that this advice was well presented, but never-
theless charged the new committee “to make certain that
the Creeds, the Confessional and Liturgical Forms, and
the Church Order are included in a new edition as soon as
these have been adopted by General Synod” (p. 89). One
could argue that the Aposties’ Creed has now been re-
vised and adopted by a General Synod, and that therefore
this new text should be included in the new edition of the
Book of Praise. My interpretation — or at least my advice
— is that the Committee of the Book of Praise should
deal with the Creeds as a unit and therefore should not
include the revised text of the Apostles’ Creed in a new
edition of the Book of Praise. For the time being it could
be published, together with the adopted provisional
Forms, in a separate booklet.

2. THE LITURGICAL FORMS.

This brings us to the provisionally adopted Liturgical
Forms. One of the most intriguing parts of the Acts of
Smithville is Appendix IV. There we find the Forms as pro-
posed by the Standing Committee and slightly emended
by General Synod. Now all members of the Canadian
Reformed Churches have the opportunity to check the
work that the Committee did. One of the things that will
strike the reader is the way in which the Forms are divid-
ed into subheadings. It is a didactic device employed by
the Committee and approved by Synod, and it serves an
important purpose of Liturgical Forms: they teach and in-
struct the congregations of Christ. To this end the Com-
mittee placed many Scripture references in the margin,
and it may be hoped that also in this way the Word of God
itself will dominate the liturgy of the church.

In Article 128 of the Acts we read that Synod left the
use of the Lord’s Prayer in the Liturgical Forms (and the
manner in which this prayer is used) to the freedom of the
churches. In the Form for the Celebration of the Lord’s
Supper the Lord’s Prayer is still printed in full. In other
Forms (for excommunication, readmission, solemniza-
tion of marriage) it is indicated with the beginning words:
“Our Father who art in heaven ... .” If | understand cor-
rectly, it is now left to the freedom of the churches to add
the Lord’s Prayer or to leave it out; and if it is added, to
have it recited by the minister or said in unison by the
congregation. It will be interesting to see what the prac-
tice will be in the coming three years of experimentation.
Will the freedom that is given to the churches not lead to
a complaint about lack of uniformity in the liturgy in the
Canadian Reformed Churches? At least | would like to
see more "niformity in the manner in which the Lord’s
Prayer is indicated in the respective Forms. Could this be
done by the Standing Committee?

Now that | mention the Committee, | must immedi-
ately add that it is not clear to me which Committee is
supposed to do this work. We read in the same Art. 128
that Synod requested the Committee on Translation and
Revision of the Confessional and Liturgical Forms to
submit this approved text for language correction to the

sub-committee appointed for that purpose. The Commit-
tee is also charged to have the adopted and linguistically
corrected Liturgical Forms published either separately or
with the adopted Psalms and Hymn section of the Book
of Praise as soon as possible in 1981 for provisional use
in the churches. Finally, the Committee is charged to pro-
vide the Deputies for Correspondence with sister-
churches abroad with ample copies to fulfill their man-
date in this respect. Therefore, this Committee has an im-
portant task in executing the decisions of Synod Smith-
ville.

But when we read the appointments in Art. 155, we
see that the Synod did not appoint a new Committee on
Translation and Revision of the Confessional and
Liturgical Forms at all. We now have separate commit-
tees. There is the Committee for the publication of the
Book of Praise. Then we have the Committee on Transla-
tion and Revision of the Confessions (subdivided into a
Committee on the Heidelberg Catechism and a Commit-
tee on the Belgic Confession and Canons of Dordt).
Besides this, there is a Committee on Translation and
Revision of the Prayers and Forms. May | conclude that
this last Committee is now supposed to do the work that
is indicated in Article 128?

In a previous editorial | remarked that it will be inter-
esting to see what Synod Smithville — without consult-
ing the Standing Committee — changed in the Liturgical
Forms. One of the most striking changes is found in the
list of sinners mentioned in the Form for the Celebration
of the Lord’s Supper. Synod not only restored and up-
dated the list of those who should abstain from the table
of the Lord but enlarged it in the following manner:

all idolators; all sorcerers, fortune-tellers, and all who
engage in astrology and the occult; all who despise
God, His Word and the holy sacraments; all who
blaspheme, curse and use foul language; all who pro-
mote disunity and schism in the church or revolt
against the civil government; all perjurers; all who
disobey their parents and superiors; all murderers; all
who are contentious and those who live in envy and
hatred against their neighbours; all adulterers, for-
nicators, those who live common-law- or practice
homosexuality; all who abuse alcohol or drugs; all
thieves or robbers, all gamblers and covetous persons;
and all who lead offensive lives [emphasis mine, J.F.].
It is a touchy topic. In a time of declining morals, Reform-
ed Churches will use all means of admonition and exhor-
tation, also with a view to the holiness of the table of the
Lord. But truly Reformed Churches exercise discipline,
and there is the strict preaching of the law of God, for in-
stance, in ten Lord’s Days of the Heidelberg Catechism.
Therefore, when | read the decision of Synod Smithville, |
thought: Is it now really necessary that on each and every
festive Lord’s Day when God’s congregation celebrates
the Supper of her Saviour, she is reminded of those who
live common-law or practice homosexuality or abuse
drugs? And what then about those who perform abor-
tions or have abortions performed? And what about ... ;|
could continue a list of contemporary sins and sinners,
but let me leave it at this. | ask the question: Did Synod
Smithville not overdo it a little bit? Is the distinction be-
tween falling into sin and living in sin still always clear?
Does the list not become sensational and time-condi-
tioned? Should we not use more Scriptural language? |
am only asking.

The churches have to use these provisional Forms in
the coming years. | am really curious about their experi-
ences and the outcome. Time will tell. J. FABER
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Our Dwelling Place

“LORD, You have been our dwelling
place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever
You had formed the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting
You are God.” Psalm 90:1

Fragments from Psalm 90 can be
found in many places. Verse 12 —
“that we may get a heart of wisdom”
— may be carved in the headstones
of our school buildings, in which case
the mathematics regarding ‘“our
days” is not overlooked. The “estab-
lishing of the works of our hands
upon us” of verse 17 forms the ideal
conclusion to any shoulder-to-the-
wheel, nose-to-the-grindstone annual
meeting speech. The brevity of our
lifespan is mourned most effectively
Wwith the “threescore and ten” of
verse 8, and the lament in verse 5 on
the grass and its metamorphosis be-
tween dawn and dusk still echoes
from the hollow of many a grave in
our burying places. Really, Psalm 90
is a treasure of quotable quotes, say-
ing the things we wanted to say
ourselves, only doing it so much more
effectively. However, when we use
these verses for such isolated pur-
poses, we are in danger of ignoring
the instruction above this psalm. This
is the instruction: Fold your hands,
you children of the earth, and unfold
your wings, you angels in heaven, and
brace yourselves for a heaven-and-
earth-involving moment of liturgical
activity. And look strongly at this
Moses, this man of God! For see, he
prays.

John Calvin, in his Institutes,
deals with the subject ‘“prayer” in
fifty-six numbered paragraphs of
most flowery prose.! Our Catechism
uses superlatives: “Chief part of the
thankfulness which God requires of
us.”? The apostle Paul gives a prime
example of the strong language of
the Bible, with his comfort that the
Holy Spirit overcomes our verbal in-
competence with ‘‘groanings which
cannot be uttered.”” All this adds up
to the conclusion that the house of
prayer in a power plant, from which
strong energies emanate, where there
can never be a dull moment, where
high voitage hums.

Unfortunately, we have accepted
a special language for prayer, ad-
dressing the Lord with Thee and
Thou, which makes it necessary to
adjust the verbs accordingly. There is
for this practice, which requires of
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our little ones a proficiency in Shake-
spearean grammar before we can
teach them to pray, no proper
linguistic excuse. It has nothing to do
with the acknowledgement of God’s
eternal majesty. And therefore, the
sooner we are rid of it, the better.

It has been said that praying is
an art which must be learned. But
then it is also obvious that levels of
achievement differ. It is not so long
ago that people in their endless dis-
cussions about ministers would say:
“that man has such eminent gifts of
prayer,” a remark that would fetch
knowing nods of agreement from the
others.* In Psalm 90, then, Israel was
given a working model of the greatest
eminence. What artistry! See how the
misery of life after the fall is des-
cribed, and notice that all this beauti-
ful expressiveness only serves to
deepen our sense of misery. Thus
poetry reinforces lament. But then, so
does it with the call for deliverance:
Return, come back, O LORD! How
long? Have pity on your servants!
Notice how Moses teaches his peo-
ple to cry out for a total change of
direction — on the side of the Lord!
Only then is a life of gratitude possi-
ble, a life adorned with the manifesta-
tion of God’s steadfast love as des-
cribed in verses 14 to 17. Truly, these
are, O Paul, groanings which are
most utterable!

However, with or without poetry,
a discourse on those three: misery,
deliverance, and gratitude, is not
quite complete without a preamble.
Therefore: O Moses, you man of God,
what is your only comfort in life (in
the desert) and death (on the boun-
daries of the promised land)? And
Moses looks at the sun-scorched
desert sand, trampled by thousands
of Jewish sandals, which under God’s
care never quite wore out.’ In this
world, which since the fall into sin
has become a hostile environment,
Moses wanders around with his peo-
ple in a more-than-hostile wilderness,
full of deserts and pits, a land that
none passes through, where no man
dwells.® Would comfort then be in a
green oasis, with white plastered
buildings between the trees? In the
trembling heat above the barren land
one could see the vision: Palm trees
waving lazily in the cool breeze;
mysteriously veiled women carrying
pitchers of water on their heads,
walking stately between inviting
buildings; dwelling places providing

safety and comfort, where it would be
so pleasant to stretch out and to
nurse your calloused feet . ... What
mirages! What fata morgana! This is
the reality: Faded canvas and some
frayed strings. The camp: a most
unlasting city. Temporariness beyond
a doubt.

Where else can one then look for
comfort? Lift your eyes up to the
mountains. The mountains, born from
of old, are forbidding. Danger lurks
there: mountain lions and other
predators. Or, if it is safe for human
habitation, bands of thieves and rob-
bers will settle in the caves, spying on
every motion of helpless passersby.
But then Moses raises his gaze above
the mountains, and, overcoming all
those circumstances of despair and
misery, he summarizes all his hope
and all his comfort in the one state-
ment: “The LORD our dwelling
place.” And with a grammatical para-
dox he contrasts the temporariness
of the affairs of creation with the eter-
nity of the Creator: before any of this
ever was, O LORD God, You are. The
LORD had long ago introduced Him-
self to Moses, the barefooted appren-
tice man-of-God, as: “l am.” That
God, who is from eternity, is our
shelter.

The construction of human shel-
ters has greatly changed the face of
the earth. The house was the focal
point of family life. But it was also the
basic element from which greater
things were formed. Where several
houses are found together, they
usually form a street. That is so their
nature. And where several streets
cross each other, cities are born.
Build a wall around it — with gates
that can be closed to keep the ene-
mies at bay or opened to let in the
bringers of peace — measure the
thickness of the walls, and shiver
with delight at the secure feeling that
danger has been shut out! Psalm 48
instructs the daughters of Judah to
rejoice in God’s judgments and then
continues with an inventory of ram-
parts, towers, and citadels, informa-
tion to be passed on down the genera-
tions. Zechariah paints a street scene
to emphasize comfort and safety:
grandfather and grandmother super-
vising playing children in the streets
of Jerusalem? There was comfort in
this promise of stability, although it
was a relative one, and eventually
total destruction would not leave one
stone upon the other. This idealism of
the scene of children feeding pigeons
around the town pump was summed
up by 20th Century T.S. Eliot:

A man’s destination in his own
village



His own fire, and his wife’s
cooking;
To sit in front of his own door at
sunset
And see his grandson and his
neighbour’s grandson
Playing in the dust together.
And then Eliot was telling this only to
explain that an Indian who died in

Africa was really out of place,

because

A man’s destination is not his
destiny

Every Country is home to one man
And exile to another ... .®

Our modern times have seen the
growth of some formidable metro-
poles and urban sprawls, testifying to
this contention: we have here indeed
a lasting city; there is none else to
come. Here we enjoy our thermostat-
controlled comfort; here we lead our
wall-to-wall family life, in our oak-
panelled dens; and, while the roast is
cooking in the eye-level oven design-
ed by G.E. in olive green, we plant our
elbows firmly on the plastic of our kit-
chen table and learn from the papers
about the goings on in the American
great society and the Canadian just
society. And although there are signs
of restlessness, of trends towards
more mobility, we are, by and large,
firmly established. Stability is the
main feature of our life together in an
organized society.

But Moses had no such things.
Once he had pleaded: “Let my people
go” and he had been on the go ever
since, to lead them. Yet it was not his
destiny in this world ever to reach his
destination, the country that would
be home to his people. Mind you, the
LORD did show it to him® in the terms
of fulfilled promises: Look, there is all
the land of Judah up to the western
sea, and there is the land of Gilead,
as far as Dan . .. . But he died in
Moab, with the LORD arranging for
his secret funeral.® What conclu-
sions would such a man derive from
empirical knowledge? Behind him
was a recalcitrant nation, witnesses
of Jehovah’s great deeds at the Red
Sea, whose thousands of graves in
the desert were as many reminders of
their disbelief. Someone who puts his
hand to the plow should not look
back, but for Moses there was
nothing to look forward to either: A
horizon without a hope of break-
through held him in a forbidding cir-
cle, under the deadly burning sun.
And over all there was the horrible,
horrible anger of God, the LORD. But
then, praise be to God, Moses did not
rely on empirical knowledge. For,
when Moses lifted up his eyes to
heaven to profess this great comfort:

“God our dwelling place,” he did not
speak what flesh and blood had
revealed to him. Later the apostle
Peter would testify that this man did
not prophesy from his own impulse,
but rather, moved by the Holy Spirit,
spoke he from God.” And so, He who
is before the mountains were born,
reveals Himself as our dwelling
place, through the prayer of Moses,
that wanderer in the desert, that great
leader of God’s people.

It is quite remarkable that Jesus,
the One greater than Moses, when
the Jews engaged Him in a debate
about His identity, applied Moses’
grammatical paradox on himself;
“Before Abraham was, | am.”'? And
well did He have to explain to a
would-be follower that less than
Moses had He became, since Moses
could pitch his tent, just as birds have
nests and foxes have holes, whereas
the Son of man had no place to put
His head." But His mobility served to
fulfill the prophecy: See, | come to do
Your will, O Lord."* And therefore, this
doer of God’s law could teach His
people a prayer that is less a lament
and a more complete prayer: Our
Father . ... And when He lifted up His
eyes to the heavens, He could, more
than Moses, be specific about the
dwelling place. Moses had only
pointed to it, and so he provided com-
fort. The Christ deals with details
when He describes the house of His
Father as having many rooms, where
He will be busy putting things in
order, and so He provides assurance.

That assurance He gives also to
us, suburbanites or city-dwellers in
our easy chairs. We are used to
repeating that phrase: “we have here
no lasting city.” But sitting so com-
fortably, we may have difficulty get-
ting up. Yet, we are looking forward to
the day of the Lord. That is our con-
fession. We do that with great intensi-
ty, with high voltage, “with a most ar-
dent desire.” And this is what we look
forward to:

That He who sits on the throne will
shelter them with His presence. ...
What a landscape does that vision
paint!
. . . there shall be no hunger any-
more, nor thirst, there shall be no
striking by the sun, nor scorching
heat . ...
Those are the negatives. And on the
positive side:
the Lamb in the midst of the throne
will be their Shepherd. And He will
guide them to springs of living
water.'®
And who are they? They are the ones,
leaders and followers who may often
have rebelled, who did indeed come

with filthy clothes, but who have
washed their garments in the blood of
the Lamb. And they shall nevermore

lament, . . . for God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.”
JOHN DEVOS

' John Calvin, Institutes, Book 3, Chapter
XX.

? Lord’s Day 45, Q & A 116, Heidelberg
Catechism.

3 Rom. 8:26, KJV.

* Among the ultra-Reformed — the ex-
pression “Een lood gebedsgenade is meer
dan honderd pond gebedsgeven.”

5 Deut. 29:5.

8 Jer. 2:6.

7 Zech. 8:4-5.

8 T.S. Eliot: “Occasional Verses.”

® Deut. 34:1. Note that the tribes of Israel,
not the present inhabitants, are mention-
ed.

° Deut. 34:6.

" |l Pet. 1:21, recited in Art. 3, Belgic Con-
fession.

2 John 8:58.

3 Luke 9:58.

4 Psalm 40, as recited in Hebrews 10:7.
s Rev. 7 from verse 15.
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‘ INTERNATIONAL

News items are published with a
view to their importance for the Re-
formed Churches. Selection of an
item does not necessarily imply
agreement with its contents.

ROME (ANP)

The 40,000 Waldensians and
6,000 Methodists in Italy declared
that they are not content with the at-
titude of the Italian Government con-
cerning the Protestants in the coun-
try.

Already in 1978 it was agreed
that finally an agreement was to be
executed speedily — the agreement
dates from 1948 — which provides
that the Protestant denominations re-
ceive the same rights as the Roman
Catholic Church in Italy. However,
nothing has improved since 1978,
they state.

The agreement of 1948 provides
that the Protestant denominations
shall receive the same rights with
respect to bringing pastoral visits in
hospitals, barracks, and prisons. Pas-
toral care in these establishments is
at present the exclusive privilege of
the Roman Catholic Church. The ltal-
ian Protestants want the same rights
in the matter of religious instruction
at public schools. (ND)

* kK

ERLANGEN (EPD)

For the first time since the Berlin
Wall was built in 1961 missionaries
have been sent out to another part of
the world from out of East Germany.
They are a couple who are going to
teach at a theological institution in
India. The leader of the Institute for
Ecumenical Research in Strassburg
said this in a speech in Erlangen. (ND)

* Kk *

A remarkable growth of unoffi-
cial church activities in Czechoslo-
vakia is leading to countermeasures
by the authorities. Secret agents in
the eastern (or Slovak) half of the
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country have been trained to track
down clandestine gatherings such as
Bible study groups or retreats for
young people. The West German
Catholic Information Agency, KNA,
reports that 30 such agents operate
in Bratislava University alone.
Reports suggest that 200 secret
police have been recruited from the
western (or Czech) half of the country
to help comb the mountainous Slo-
vakian countryside for prayer meet-
ings and discussion groups inspired
by the “Oasis youth renewal move-
ment in Poland. (CT)

* * *

The Anglican Church will no
longer be allowed to function in Iran.
That was the announcement made by
the Iranian Prosecuter General Ali
Qoddousi last month at the same
time he announced the release of the
three Anglican missionaries wrongly
held for six months. This latest anti-
Western move by Iran would appear
to have limited effect, since most
Anglican churches had already clos-
ed during the course of the revolu-
tion. Back in England, Jean Waddell
revealed that her captors had choked
her unconscious and then shot her in
the arm. The three said they were
treated well in confinement and John
Coleman said of himself and his wife
Audrey, “Our feelings toward the Iran-
ians have not changed one iota, and
our great desire is to return eventual-
ly.” (CT)

* *x *

Government aid to private
schools in Australia has been vindi-
cated by its high court. The 6-to-1 rul-
ing last month rebuffed an eight-year
effort by a colation of groups that
favour strict separation of church and
state. It argued that such tax support
violated the constitution by ‘“‘estab-
lishing” religion. The chief justice re-
plied that a law which may “indirectly
enable a church to further the prac-
tice of religion is a long way from a
law to establish religion.” (CT)

* Kk K

DALLAS (RNS)

Two Dallas ministers have been
suspended from the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S. and the United
Presbyterian Church and directed to
appear before a church court to show
cause why they should not be
dismissed.

An official committee of the two
denominations also suspended the
session, or local ruling body, of the
ministers’ Casa Linda Presbyterian

Church, and the 17 members of the
18-member session who recently
voted to withdraw from the PCUS.
(CN)

* kK

HANNOVER (EPD)

The Evangelical Church in Han-
nover has fired the 43-year old
minister Klaus Brinker because he
openly lives in a homosexual relation-
ship. In the letter sent to him, the
Church says that such is in conflict
with what the Bible says about the
relationship between man and
woman as God has instituted it,
which is directed towards the prop-
agation of the human race. The
Church offered Mr. Brinkler help with
his search for other employment. (ND)

* Kk *

ROTTERDAM

The students association “lo
Vivat” of the Reformed School Com-
munity Rotterdam recently had their
Great Evenings which have become
traditional. Four evenings in a row
tickets were sold out for the perform-
ances in the theatre Zuidplein.

As has been the custom for
years, the main dish was also this
time a play written by Mr. J.C.
Polhuys, this time with the title
“Emancipation.” (ND)

| am wondering where our brotherhood
in The Netherlands is going and what
the end will be. | recall that quite some
stir was caused when the Students’ As-
sociation at the Free University per-
formed a play for the first time. That was
the sign of deformation and backsliding!
Perhaps it was after all. See what has
become of the Free University.

| recall that our people frowned upon
skits at an annual meeting of the young
people’s societies. Performing a play
was totally out of the question.

It would not be hard to quote extensive-
ly from publications within the Reformed
Churches proclaiming aversion against
such evenings and performances as now
apparently have become customary in
Rotterdam.

I don’t claim that what | quoted above
is in itself a sign of deterioration or de-
formation. Yet | would rather stick to the
practice as it was found within the Re-
formed Churches before the second
world war. Perhaps | am too old-fash-
ioned, but rather that than giving in
gradually to a trend which in the past
has shown itself to be leading from the
one thing to the other.

Sorry.

* Kk *

EMMEN

The Reformed deputies for cor-
respondence with Churches abroad
gradually have become so busy with



their foreign contacts that they will
propose to the forthcoming General
Synod not only not to seek expansion
of the work and more contacts for the
time being, but also urge the appoint-
ment of a minister as part-time secre-
tary of the deputies. (ND)

Also with respect to this development |
cannot say that | am very happy with it. |
am afraid that this will become the first
step on the road towards having minis-
ters-at-large with all sorts of “federal”
tasks. If | am not totally mistaken such a
suggestion would have been unthink-
able in the first years after the Libera-
tion. It is good to have contact with each
other, and it is good to seek contacts
with others wherever they may be found
to be faithful to the Scriptures; but the
development as it is described in the
Nederlands Dagblad of March 28, 1981,
seems to be a little too “big” to my
taste, and | see dangers here, too. We
don’t need world-organizations; the con-
tact which has been entertained thus far
was quite satisfactory, | think. It would
be nice, of course, for some ministers if
they could travel all over the globe seek-
ing new and renewing old contacts; but |
have serious doubts as to the actual
benefit which the Churches would ob-
tain from such a considerable cash-
outlay. Until this very moment | have not
felt that the absence of a ‘‘Reformed In-
ternational Conference,” such as has
been proposed by the Dutch deputies,
hampered Church life in any way or that
having such a Conference would be of
great benefit. We are busy enough with
the things going on within the Churches
here so that we don’t need any further
employment. And we are not ready yet
for part-time secretaries. | think that, if
things get that far, we take too much
upon our shoulders.

And when the article in the Nederlands
Dagblad mentions from the report of
Deputies that a constituant assembly is
to be convened which is to speak ‘“about
by-laws (‘huishoudelijke regelingen’), the
name of the conference, the meaning
and the authority of its pronounce-
ments’” (emphasis mine, vO) then | wish
to raise a warning voice. Here we go into
the direction of a super-synod, being in-
troduced under the name of ‘“‘confer-
ence.”

Caveant Ecclesiae!

Let the Churches beware!

VATICAN CITY (RNS)

Saying that a 1974 ruling had
been widely misinterpreted, the
Vatican has reaffirmed its centuries-
old ban on Catholic membership in
the Freemasons.

A new statement by the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
the church’s doctrinal watchdog, said
there was no.change in the church

law that bars Roman Catholics under
penalty of excommunication from
joining Masonic associations and
other secret societies regarded as
hostile to the church. (CN)

PROVIDENCE, R.l. (RNS)

Roman Catholic Bishop Louis E.
Gelineau says he will probably con-
tinue to permit Catholics of the Pro-
vidence Diocese to join the Masons,
considering each request individually
as he has in the past.

Commenting on the recent
Vatican statement reaffirming the
church’s centuries-old ban on Free-
masons, Bishop Gelineau said he
would like to know more about the
reason for the step and noted that in
1974 the Vatican modified the ban to
allow local bishops to make excep-
tions. (CN)

ST. PAUL, MINN. (RNS)

Any legislation to give equal
time for teaching creationism is op-
posed by Minnesota’s Roman Catho-
lic bishops.

“We are against this procedure
on the basis that the state should not
be in the position of determining reli-
gious truth and causing this to be
part of the curriculum of the public
schools,” wrote Msgr. James Habiger
in the Catholic bulletins.

If this belief in creationism is
translated into law, what will be the
next state-determined religious truth
that must be taught?”

For Catholics who believe that
God created all things and could have
given the component atoms and
genes the power to grow and to devel-
op in a process like evolution, there is
no need for a law demanding equal
time for teaching Creationism and
the theory of evolution....” (CN)

vO

ONTARIO
A Big Win

When the ballots were counted
in the March 19th provincial election
in Ontario it became evident that On-
tario Premier William Davis had not
only thwarted a Liberal attempt to
end the Conservatives’ 38-year rule,
but he also ended up with a comfort-
able majority. The New Democrat Par-
ty under Michael Cassidy ended up as
the big loser, coming out of the con-
test with a loss of 12 of their 33 seats.
Cassidy’s career will now be in
jeopardy and also that of Liberal
leader Stuart Smith. Smith had said
before the election that he would quit
as leader unless the Liberals signifi-
cantly improved their standings. They
failed to do so and just managed to
hang on to their 34 seats.

How did Premier Davis manage
to increase his 58 seats in the Legis-
lature to 70, giving him easy control
of the House? For one thing, the Con-
servative “Big Blue Tory Machine”
staged a lavish expensive campaign,
and Davis promised goodies wher-
ever he went across the province.
His promises were estimated to
cost approximately $400 million dol-
lars. Just before the election was
called, the government announced a
1.5 billion dollar program for econ-

For Davis

omic development in the 1980’s call-
ed “BILD” (Board of Industrial
Leadership).

During the campaign the Tories
refused to be drawn into a serious
discussion of Ontario’s economic
problems with the opposition parties.
Instead, Davis emphasized that the
issue in the election was leadership.
Bill Davis managed to convince the
voters that he was the man with the
experience and the leadership quali-
ties to represent Ontario’s interests
on the national scene.

Ontario’s interests on the nation-
al scene are widely seen in that pro-
vince as the continuation of the
policy of paying bargain basement
prices for energy to the western pro-
ducing provinces. It is considered a
good idea to insulate Ontario’s indus-
try from high world energy prices by
paying Alberta about 50% of the real
value of its oil.

Premier Davis as a politician had
obviously sensed the mood of the
voters right when he decided to back
Trudeau’s Liberals on the constitu-
tional proposals and the Liberal Na-
tional Energy Program. This program

Continued on page 171.
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O//icia/ :Z)eo/icaﬁon o/
Céi//iwacég %ew CAurcA gut'/aling

The evening of February 27,
1981, was an evening of joy for the
congregation of Chilliwack. After
eleven years they now have their own
church building. Many brethren and
sisters from all other four Churches
in the Fraser Valley came to celebrate
with us. To start the program, br. J.
Oostenbrug invited the audience to
sing Ps. 136: 1, 2.

O, give thanks unto the Lord,
God of gods, with one accord.
For His steadfast love is sure:
It shall evermore endure.

He read Il Chron. 6:40-7:5 and 7:11-16
whereafter he led in prayer.

Then he spoke a word of
welcome to the many people who fill-
ed the Church to capacity. A special
word of welcome went to the
representatives of the local council
and the pastors of the Seventh Day
Adventist Church, from whom we
rented the church building and en-
joyed so many years of hospitality,

and also the Mennonite Brethren
Church, from whom this church
building was purchased; also to the
delegates of the four sister-Churches
in the Valley, a warm welcome was
extended. The chairman of the com-
mittee of administration, br. A.C.
Lengkeek, gave a short report on the
work done by the commitee. Br.
Lengkeek officially presented the
church building to the consistory,
when he handed a beautiful, large
symbolic key to Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar,
chairman of the consistory. Rev. Tig-
gelaar, who was also Master of
Ceremonies, then delivered his ad-
dress on the theme of Il Chron. 6 and
7 which was read. In his address, Rev.
Tiggelaar spoke of the gratitude felt
in the congregation, that after eleven
years, the Lord blessed us with this
new building.

He then drew our attention to the

front of the program, to the fact that it
did not say “Official Opening of the
New Church” but “Official Opening

Br. Lengkeek presentmg sy)nbo]ic key to
Rev. Tiggelaar.
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of the New Church Building.” With
this, we were to remember that as
much as the new building gives us
joy, the important thing s never-
theless still the Church, the body of
Christ, in_ living communication with
God. To underline this, Rev. Tiggelaar
drew our attention to the events of
11 Chron. 6:40 and following. Here too,
there was a dedication of a new
building, the temple built by
Solomon. But the focus of the
passage was not so much on the tem-
ple as it was on seeking God's
presence in that temple as a sign of
His being with His people. Here there
was an eye for the idea of church. The
temple was to serve that living rela-
tionship between God and His peo-
ple. Our joy this evening has to be the
same, for also this building is to serve
the same purpose. In Christ this joy
may be greater, for in Him the com-
munication has been made even
fuller. In this way the building and the
evening were dedicated to the praise
of God’s glory.

After the addresses of the local
representatives, br. G. Breukeiman,
chairman of the Men’s Society, gave
a resume of the history of the church.
Several facts were remembered: who
the first office-bearers were; the first
chiid to be baptized, Altan David Hut-
tema. Almost every Sunday there
were two reading services until Rev.
VanderWel came to Abbotsford. And
finally, in January 1978, Chilliwack
got its own minister. Allan David Hut-
tema presented to the Church a bap-
tism bowl. The Women's Society
sang a number of songs and the
Young Women’s and Young Men’s
Societies presented a chair for the
pulpit. The Boys’ and Girls’ Societies
presented the church with a per-
colator and 150 glasses.

Br. D. Bijker and Yvonne Bijker
gave a musical performance on the
trombone and organ: “The Holy City”
and “Abide With Me.”

Hilda Tams sang Handel's “A
Prayer” accompanied by Yvonne Bij-
ker on the organ.

The Churches in the Valley sent
delegates who spoke words very fit-
ting for the occasion.

The Churches at Houston and
Smithers sent their congratulations
by letter.

Rev. Tiggelaar spoke a word of
thanks to everyone who made this
evening successful.

We sang Hymn 65:1, 3 and were
led in prayer and thanksgiving.

A social hour followed in the hall
downstairs. It was a wonderful even-

ing.

uilding, Chilliwack.

The Women’s Society.

The Boy’s Society presenting the gift.
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O%cia/ Opening o/ fAe
C)anac[ian Ieeﬂrmecl CLurcA at Carman

March 6, 1981 7:30 p.m.

Most of the pews were occupied
in the new church building of the Can-
adian Reformed Church at Carman,
the occasion being the official open-
ing. The M.C. for the evening, Rev. J.
VanRietschoten, welcomed the mem-
bers of the congregation, various
levels of government, as well as ar-
chitects and contractors. After sing-
ing Hymn 46:1-2, he read from God’s
Word | Chronicles 29:1-22 and Ephe-
sians 2:11-22 and led In prayer. As
theme he had chosen “from the Lord;
to the Lord.” Our attention was drawn
fo verse 15a of | Chronicles 29, “for
we are strangers before thee, and so-
journers.” We heard that the word
“strangers” is here an honourable
term. David and Israel dwelt in Pales-
tine and were guests of God in His
country. They were God’s honoured
guests. But what are we going to do
with those words? We were once Gen-
tiles; our forefathers didn’t know God.
Ephesians says, “We have been

drawn near,” and God welded Jews
and Gentiles into the New Testament
church. “You have been brought near
and are of the household of God.” We
must remain in the truth, for in this
hope we were saved. To build a house

chairman of the building committee, Mr.
Auke Bergsma, with plaque.
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efcher, presenting

is one thing, but the all important
thing is to remain faithful. What is a
Christian? He is a stone cemented in.
Like bricks in a wall, so are God’s
people cemented into a human struc-
ture, men, women, and children. This
calls for activity within the ehurch for
we are no longer strangers. Every-
thing is His. We are not in any danger
when we give it back to Him. May this

Mr. Len Toet from the Church at Winnipeg
presents Rev. Van Rietschoten with a
clock for the consistory room.

building be used to that service day
after day.

Brother Auke Bergsma, chair-
man of the building committee, then
presented the key of the new building
to the consistory. He gave us some in-
sight into the history of the building
committee which was appointed in
1977, how additional land was pur-
chased from the CPR for parking
facilities, and how we managed to
have our services and weekly
meetings in the school building. We
were also told about the moving of
our old Church building, it being the
third time. The building committee
consisted of Martin Dewit, Peter
Veenendaal, and Wm. Scheper, be-
sides the chairman. The above-men-
tioned brothers probably agreed with

Chairman of ihe buildiﬁg‘éommittee, Mr.
Auke Bergsma, presenting Rev. J. Van
Rietschoten with the official key.

the chairman when he said, “Although
it has not been a troublesome burden,
we are glad that it is now finished.”
Rev. VanRietschoten expressed the
thoughts for all of us when he said,
“We are glad to have people willing
and able to serve on such a commit-
tee.”

Congratulatory messages were
received from Don Orchard, our M.L.A.
He conveyed to us the congratula-
tions from Premier Sterling Lyon as
well. He told us that he had watched
progress carefully in passing by twice
a week and knew, by talking to some
of the church members personally,
the great dedication that makes a
building like this possible.

We received greetings and con-
gratulations from the Council of the
Town of Carman. The mayor, Mr.
Doug Fletcher, thought that the older
members of the congregation must
be proud to see the younger genera-
tion carry on the morality and tradi-
tion that they have brought with them
from Europe. | hope that “proud” can
be translated into “thankful” and
“morality and tradition” into “faith.”
He presented us with a plaque from
the Town of Carman which reads
“The Town of Carman welcomes the
Canadian Reformed Church on the
dedication of their new house of wor-
ship, March ’81, Psalm 101.”

Next to take the floor was Winni-
peg’'s minister, Rev. Berends. He ex-
tended to us the congratulations on
behalf of his congregation. He felt
that if mother receives a new dress,
the daughter should come and see it
and compliment her on the new



dress. He said, “We could address
you as mother, for the congregation of
Winnipeg started as an offshoot from
Carman. We in Winnipeg thought that
for our new Church building, a rec-
tangular building would do very nice-
ly, nothing like your elaborate struc-
ture. It somewhat resembles a mother
hen sitting on her brood facing
toward Winnipeg. Is it that she is call-
ing us back under her wings? We can
do with a few more members our-
selves; therefore we would rather call
you sister than mother.” He con-
tinued that there is nothing we can do
better in this area than to go out and
proclaim Christ as King. “May this
building always serve this purpose.”
Rev. Berends felt that it would not do
to come empty-handed. Therefore br.
Len Toet, one of the first to move
from Carman to Winnipeg, presented
the consistory with a clock. This, | am
sure, is very much appreciated by the
wives of our consistory members.

A letter of congratulations was
read from our former minister, Rev. J.
Geertsema, after which the Ladies’
Society presented us with a new
fridge and stove. They also had ini-
tiated a birthday calendar scheme to
raise money for playpens in the new
nursery. It never fails to amaze us
how a woman has the ability to get
funding for the projects to which she
has turned her attention.

A large table was presented for
the consistory room on behalf of the
Political Study Society by br. Paul
DeRuiter. It had been produced by
members of this society, and was
presented in a humorous manner. He
said that the top had been made extra
smooth so that matters of consistory
could slide faster. This table had
strength because of a large beam
underneath, which he hoped would
not only keep it from collapsing but
would also keep any would-be politi-

The children’s choir.

Mr. J. Kuik Sr., first immigrant of the church and also the oldest member of the congre-

gation, officially unveils the stone, on the first Sunday of worship in the new building.

Mrs. J. Kuik Sr. looks on.

cian from doing business under the
table.

The Young People’s Society had
been mindful of the older and shut-in
members of the congregation, for
they knew that these members also
need the life-giving spiritual food.
Peter Groenwold presented the con-
gregation with a cassette tape re-
corder, a costly machine which is
self-reversible, able, also to accom-
modate our minister’s sermons.

A beautiful bulletin board was
presented by our Youth Society, who
under the direction of their leader, br.
Herman Veenendaal, gave us a series
of rhymes on each letter of the alpha-
bet.

The school board president, Paul
DeRuiter, in his congratulatory re-
marks brought to mind the most im-

portant part of the building, the
pulpit, along with the most important
link: home-Church-school, and the
conviction that there will be a Duffer-
in Christian School as long as there
will remain the true preaching of
God'’s Word.

After having received a choral
presentation by the Junior and Senior
choirs, and the Male Quartet, we sang
from Psalm 150. The vice-chairman of
the consistory led us in a prayer of
thanksgiving. It had been an evening
of experiencing great riches and an
outpouring of God's mercy. The
wonder of His grace in Jesus Christ,
the Holy Spirit working in the hearts
of His people and the gift of freedom
in this our, or rather, His beautiful
land, are truly reasons for a prayer of
thankfuliness. T.V.

New building.
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" if you should think that you are alone in your misery
because of the late arrival of your favourite magazine
(Clarion), you are mistaken. It is frustrating to receive the
issue long after the official date. The situation differs
from place to place, but in general we are all in a position
that we have just reasons for complaint. This past week
someone said to me, “| think that | could as well cancel
my subscription to Clarion, for | have read an issue
already with my friends or somewhere else before | get
my own copy.” If everyone should speak like that or —
worse — do it indeed, pretty soon there might be no
Clarion at all. But | hope better things of you.

In order to make you feel a little better and for the
sake of having some entertainment in our column, | will
tell you something from an article that appeared in The
Vancouver Sun sometime ago.

You are to know that Mr. Albert Vanderheide
publishes a twice-monthly Dutch language paper, under
the name The Windmill Herald (that is English, by the
way), and pays per year some fifteen to twenty thousand
dollars to the Post Office for delivery of his paper.

He is less than enthusiastic about the service he
gets. Let me give you a few samples, to make you feel
better.

Subscribers in New Westminster got the Dec. 20 issue,
from the NW post office, on Jan. 13, some on the 14th.
That’s 24 days to catch up with the latest news from
The Netherlands.

Vanderheide got his own copy on Jan. 13. His
mailbox is in the front of the New Westminster post of-
fice. It took 24 days for his copy of his paper to get
from the back end of the New Westminster post office
to the front end of the building.

Vanderheide challenged the system. When he mailed
his Jan. 13 issue, he took a BCTV camera crew with
him to the post office. That issue was delivered the
following day.

Vanderheide has been keeping a log on his mail.
Some gems: Jan. 12, received letter from Rexdale,
Ont., mailed Nov. 18. Jan. 12, received mail from
Willowdale Ontario, mailed Nov. 20. Jan. 12, received
first-class airmail letter from Netherlands, postmarked
Dec. 6. Jan. 13, received five copies of New Republic,

the Chinese daily printed in downtown Vancouver, -

published Dec. 23, 24, Jan. 8, 9, 10. Got them all in one
day.
Will you promise me that you'll never again complain
about receiving Clarion too late? After all, it has to come
all the way from Winnipeg, and — at least for Ontario —
has to go through the Toronto Postal Station “A”! Van-
couver doesn’t seem to be much better after all.

Our column is not a press review, and | keep that in
mind. Yet | do wish to communicate to you a little item |
read in the January 16, 1981 issue of Waarheid & Eenheid.
That issue contained the complete text of the official
report concerning the authority of Scripture, published by
the Synodical Reformed Churches in The Netherlands. |
won’t speak about that report; that is more in Dr. Faber’s
line. One little item, however, drew my special attention. |
thought, “Have times ever changed!” That little item was
intended to show the irrationality of sowing doubt con-
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cerning the trustworthiness of the Scriptures. | can ap-
preciate the effort as such. Itis irrational when people ac-
cept the trustworthiness of other ancient books but when
they sow doubt regarding God’s Word. However, when
one wishes to show that, he should be careful with what
he writes. The little boxed-in argument reads as follows.
There are ancient writings of Herodotus and Homerus.
At the secondary schools Latin is taught with the help
of, among others, Homerus. The authenticity of his
writings is never doubted. The Biblical writings are
older. Why are they always being tampered with?
When | attend high school, we also read Homer, but at
that time his books were written in Greek. Perhaps it has
changed since that time and a Latin version has emerg-
ed, possibly older than the Greek one we used. | am glad
that nowadays the students can learn Latin with the help
of Homerus. ‘Andra moi ’ennepe, Mousa! Maybe the
above explains why the Biblical writings (which for a con-
siderable part are not older than Homer’s writings) are be-
ing tampered with. Perhaps some people wish to use
them to teach Spanish!

Let’s become serious. About time, isn’t it?

In reaction to what | wrote about the latest Synod’s
treatment of the Book of Praise | received a telephone
call from a brother. He read in the Acts that Dr. W. Helder
and the Rev. G. VanDooren were present at Synod and
received the privilege of the floor. And now this brother
wondered how | could write what | did write. Did | not
know about the presence of those two committee mem-
bers? If so, the conclusion is obvious: there was some
lack of communication among the committee members.
If 1 did know about it, how could | make the statements
about having received an invitation?

Let me start with saying that | did know about those
two brethren going to Synod; that | even could have gone
along if | had not had a wedding on that Friday evening. |
also knew that one of the moderamen members of Synod
phoned the Rev. VanDooren that Friday evening after the
meeting and told him that, in his opinion, my colleague’s
presence was no longer required, since Synod was ready
with the matter; that Dr. Helder did go on Saturday; and
that — according to the Acts — it was not before Monday
that a decision was made.

However, | knew very well what | wrote in the news
medley. And | know sufficiently how things go at a Synod
to stand by what | wrote: The Book of Praise Committee
should have been invited to meet with and discuss with
the Advisory Committee the things pertaining to our part
of the Book of Praise. Apart from the fact that by means
of all sorts of personal messages things become con-
fused and cannot be verified or controlled — | fully agree
with what Dr. Faber wrote about that — there is this sim-
ple reality: once an advisory report has been drawn up
and been presented to Synod it is awfully hard to change
things. That is not necessarily caused by the fact that a
committee or a reporter is not overly inclined to accept
criticism and to change their (his) report and conclu-
sions; that is also and perhaps primarily caused by the
fact that an assembly is inclined to rely on its advisory
committee and to trust that they have good grounds for
every word they write and every proposal they make. Pro-
posals for changes made from the floor of Synod are
oftentimes ill-formulated and hastily conceived. An
assembly is more inclined to adopt the recommendations
of an advisory committee than a proposal made on the
spur of the moment. For that reason | deplored the fact
that the Book of Praise Committee never received an invi-
tation to meet with the advisory committee. If that had



been done, the recommendation found on page 89 of the
Acts, D, 4.d.iii — “to handle the sale and distribution, in
whole or in part, of the Book of Praise and to deal with all
other related activities to the best interest of the Cana-
dian Reformed Churches” — would in all probability
never have been made by the advisory committee. It cer-
tainly was not made nor would ever have been made by
the Book of Praise Committee, for it means a total devia-
tion from what the Canadian Reformed Churches and
their Synods have always maintained: sale and distribu-
tion is not a work for ecclesiastically appointed commit-
tees. That can be verified from the Acts of previous
Synods. Here you see the danger of not asking a commit-
tee but going by private opinions and suggestions.
Private suggestions cannot be verified as to their motives
and validity; advice from a committee gives more
guarantees of impartiality and of being well-considered.

When two members of a committee appointed by the
previous Synod receive the privilege of the floor, they will
not act as if they were members of Synod, and do not
have the right to mingle in the discussion. They may be
able to prevent some accidents, but they do not have the
right to discuss the whole report of an advisory commit-
tee.

With the above | have given sufficient attention to
this matter, | think. And that | was not all that far out can
also be seen from a letter which the Standing Committee
sent to the Churches, stating the difficulties they have
encountered because of Synod’s decision to have ‘“old
46" replace “new 2.” | hope that all our Consistories in-
form the committee that its objections to “old 46’ are
shared. That is all the Consistories can do; the responsi-
bility for further action is the Committee’s. Even a
unanimous judgment of all the Churches cannot “over-
turn’’ a synodical decision. That can be done only by the
next Synod. When, however, by common sense, disasters
and blunders can be prevented, we are obligated to do so.

One more thing about the Synod 1980. That is in con-
nection with what | took over from the Rev. Stam about
closed-closed sessions. | think that I'll pass on to you a
few lines from what the Rev. D. DeJong writes about that
in the Calgary Tower (just to prove that | do get it!). “At
the time | did not know that Neerlandia’s appeal was
dealt with in closed session. | could not assume it either,
since it was, and had always been dealt with as a public
matter. | would apologize if | had knowingly divulged
secret matters, but | did not know. Besides, would
anyone expect that this vote would remain a secret mat-
ter anyway?”

No apology is needed. What | think about mention-
ing the number of votes for and against | do not have to
repeat: | made that sufficiently clear in the past. In order
to prevent misunderstanding: the Rev. DeJong agrees
with the Rev. Stam’s remarks about closed-closed ses-
sions.

A further item from Calgary is: the Ladies’ Aid met,
and “‘the ladies present felt in need of some contact from
April to September, when we don’t meet officially. So dur-
ing that time we will meet on the last Wednesday morn-
ing of each month . . . and our plan is to have coffee
together, send out cards to those in the Sick Corner of
Clarion and to the families in Brazil on their birthdays on
behalf of the Ladies’ Aid.”

| mention that decision because | think that it is a
welcome idea also for other Ladies’ Auxiliaries or Aids.

Another idea | found in the Church News of the
Fraser Valley. Yes, | speak on purpose of the Fraser
Valley, for although | do not know much about the

development in the Okanagan Valley, | am aware of the
interest that is shown from more than one quarter. By
this summer there may be a few more families there, and
thereby the possibilities will be increased.
Back to the Fraser Valley.
The Fraser Valley Young People’s Societies are or-
ganizing a leadership conference.
This conference has been organized to increase the
productivity of our present study society life. It will
deal with a number of practical aspects in the leading
of a society which will help it work together better.
Such aspects as leadership techniques, discussion
stimulation, curriculum organization, etc.

Sounds like a good idea, doesn't it?

The Churches in the Fraser Valley have no boun-
daries between them, as may be known. By the way, that
does not mean that someone can say, “I am fed up with
the Consistory in A, | am going to change membership to
B.” Not at all! It only means that no specific streets or
avenues have been designated as an artificial line which
is to be recognized by all as the legitimate reason why
the one living east of that line has to go to Church A, and
the one living across the street on the west side has to go
to Church B. If someone moves into the area from
another place, he is free to choose to which Church he
will go; and if someone moves within the Valley, he is free
either to remain a member of the Church to which he
belongs or to become a member of the Church whose
building is more conveniently located for him, or where
his friends and relatives go.

Anyway, the Abbotsford Consistory received a ‘“let-
ter from a brother and sister of the Congregation with
among others the request to re-instate and enforce
church boundaries. The Consistory is of the opinion that
as long as the principle, that members who are in the pro-
cess of moving are supposed to join the Church which is
nearest to their residence, is upheld (which is done by the
Consistory), there is no need for fixed boundaries.”

What | don’t understand is what reason a member of
the Congregation can have for and what interest a
member of the Congregation can have in having fixed
boundaries. Why in the world should | write a letter to a
Consistory asking for fixed boundaries? | cannot see how
someone can be personally involved in that. | could see
the opposite: that someone asked to do away with fixed
boundaries, but not the other way around. No one is per-
sonally bothered by the absence of such fixed lines. Then
one should not stir things up by asking for them.

I read quite a few bulletins, and read them faithfully.
| am appalled by the many letters which were written by
members of the Congregations to the Consistories. How
many hours are spent on reading letters, drafting a reply,
typing it out, discussing it, typing the final letter, etc., can
hardly be estimated with accuracy. This much is certain:
that many Consistories would enjoy their meetings much
more and that many, many meetings would be much
shorter, giving the brethren also some time at home, if
membeis refrained from writing so many letters. Often-
times | have the impression that a visit to one of the
office-bearers could have accomplished the same as
writing a letter, but that a letter is written instead
because personal contact is absent and because the
writer wants an answer-in-writing back, possibly to pur-
sue the matter and to appeal to a classis. Sometimes |
read of an exchange of letters between a member and the
Consistory which goes on for months on end. Then | can-
not avoid the impression that the issue is ultimately that
the member wants to have things his way. An unreason-
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able amount of time is demanded by one member which
is taken away from the other members and — not to
forget! — from the families, and possibly the business of
the office-bearers, not to mention the physical and men-
tal strain to which they are subjected. Not only do we
have to give account of how we spend our own time, we
are also responsible for the amount of time of others
which we demand for ourselves. It is my impression that
what we need more in our midst is a giving things into the
hands of the Lord when we have done our best to change
what we are convinced should be changed. We have done
our best when once or twice we have spoken to the per-
sons in charge, have given our arguments and reasons,
putting the matter before those who ultimately have to
make the decision. That is their responsibility.

We return to Abbotsford.

“The Committee of Administration reported that it
intends to start soon with the building of the Annex,
possibly by the end of this month, or in the beginning of
April.” The Rev. VanderWel writes, among others, “The
first thing which has to go is the old and, | suppose, to
several of us still beloved Church Hall.” | would not be
surprised one bit if there were indeed many to whom that
old hall is precious because of the memories connected
with it. That was the first church building which the Ab-
botsford Church possessed as their own, and it was re-
modelled with much care. In the basement we had our
lunch together between the services, and many discus-
sions were conducted there. It has, however, outlived its
usefulness and there is little sense in preserving it as an
historical monument.

You will be curious to know how far the Langley
Church is with their building-complex. No date for the of-
ficial dedication can be mentioned as yet. Measures are
already taken, however, to make sure that things go well.
One of the measures is the one concerning smoking.

1. Smoking on the premises will not be allowed on

Sundays or on any other day when there is a worship

service;

2. No smoking on congregational meetings and con-

sistory meetings;

3. To urge the Societies to take a similar decision,

4, To discourage smoking on the premises.
Gradually we are getting there! More and more it is realiz-
ed that smoking habits are not very appealing to others
who may come and worship with us, besides being
dangerous to the health of the person himself and others
who have to be in his neighbourhood.

The Organ Committee provides particulars and costs

of a pipe organ. It is decided to build the organ as pro-

posed by the committee. The total cost, in which the

purchase of organ pipes, etc., from the Surrey Church

is included, will be approximately $30,000.
| would be inclined to quote extensively from the thick
Mission News of the Surrey Church, but shall confine
myself to mentioning that the Rev. and Mrs. Meijer will be
on furlough the coming months, and that, after having
spent some time here, visiting the Western Churches,
they will spend part of their holidays in The Netherlands
in connection with family celebrations, we read. We wish
them pleasant holidays and new strength to take up their
task again. No news can be told as yet about a perma-
nent visum for Rev. Meijer and for Mrs. Meijer (this also
applies to the Boersema'’s), but the matter has been given
into the hands of Brazilian officials, and it is the Lord who
moves the hearts. Without any undue optimism, it may be
said that the possibilities seem to be better than they
were before.
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The Versteegs will be in Canada from Irian Jaya by
the time you read these lines. It is nice for our mis-
sionaries that they come to Canada when the weather
turns warmer, although they may have appreciated some
snow!

From British Columbia we go to Alberta. In Barrhead
““a building committee was appointed. ... Its mandate is
to look into the possibility of adding to our present
building, or buying the Alliance church building and sell-
ing our building.” | was wondering already how long it
would take Barrhead to come to a step like this. Seeing
names of newly-arrived members in quite a few bulletins,
| drew the conclusion that the present building would
soon become too small for the growing congregation.
We’'ll see to what solution they came.

In Carman it was decided that “tiles will be made,
one depicting the old church and one the new church.” |
do not know whether there are any among our readers
who would wish to have one, but if so, they will have to
hurry: only one “printing” is contemplated.

The Consistory also decided that the Congregation
shall stand with the singing of the first song and of the
last song. Therein the example of others is followed. |
don’t think that there are many Churches where the Con-
gregation remains seated at the beginning of the service
when the first song is sung, and at the end during the
singing of the last Psalm or Hymn.

Yes, and that brings us then to Ontario. It was a long
journey thus far, but we’ll hurry.

In Guelph, “the Consistory having discussed the
completion of the existing organ, would like to see this
done. An Organ Fund will be established for this
purpose.”

The Toronto bulletin mentions under the heading
“Credo Christian School”: “we are thankful to announce
that a further $13,000 has been received from our
brothers and sisters in The Netherlands. This brings their
total donations to a $163,000 which makes our school
building almost debtfree!” | wished we could say the
same (that ‘“debtfree’” namely).

The Ebenezer, Burlington, Consistory received a let-
ter which ‘“drew the attention of the consistory to the
shortage of seats during the morning service. It was
recommended that a committee be appointed to study all
aspects of the future of Burlington Ebenezer and to start
planning in this respect. The consistory appreciated this
advice and appointed a committee.”

The bulletin also contained a little note referring to
the previous contact with the Burlington West Church, a
matter about which | reported previously. | think that it is
good when | copy the relevant passage.

Last year a committee meeting was held between East
and West to discuss the possibility of instituting a
third congregation. After reporting to the consistory of
Burlington East there was some delay by mistake of
an answer to Burlington West. In due time the con-
sistory of Burlington East informed Burlington West
that they did not see a possibility to sensibly split the
two congregations into three congregations.

In the meantime your consistory has appointed
another committee with a very wide mandate, which
includes also to discuss the whole matter with Bur-
lington West again. You will also understand that the
consistory’s feeling leans more to splitting the East
church so that we eventually will cover a much wider
area than just the Town of Burlington.

Thus, instead of three, we may be looking forward to four
congregations? | certainly do hope so, for that would be



even better. Although no immediate result can be ex-
pected, the important aspect is that the matter is under
investigation and being kept alive.

There was another item in the Burlington East con-
sistory report which drew my attention and made me
sigh, “You can’t win!” “A letter from a brother objecting
to the publishing of the results of the election of office-
bearers. Last year the result was not published and the
consistory received complaints about that.” Who can
find a solution which will not be criticized?

As for the Rehoboth Burlington Church, the follow-
ing points were to be brought to the Congregational
meeting: “The following options have been brought to the
attention of the consistory and will be discussed at the
congregational meeting. 1. To finish the balcony to solve
the immediate need for more seats. 2. To start with four
services but to remain one congregation. 3. To split the
congregation in two with alternate services in the present
building.”

About the result of that Congregational meeting the
Rev. Pouwelse writes, among others, “The possibility of
an opinion poll about this matter was already discussed,
but has not been decided on yet. The structure of our
church-government is not a democracy: the consistory is
responsible, and has to take the final decisions. But
because we have to deal with a practical question of
priorities, and moreover a matter the congregation has to
pay for, it is not impossible to have an opinion poll and to
ask the congregation to make a choice out of some
specific options.”

Coming to Hamilton, we mention first of all: “Rev. W.
Loopstra is progressing, even if it is slowly.” When one
~ has reached the age of seventy progress isn’t all that
fast; yet it is gratifying that there is progress as such.

On June 14, Prof. H.M. Ohmann will deliver a
“farewell sermon.” He is, as is known, minister of
Hamilton, although the Hamilton Church has released
him from all Congregational work so that he could dedi-
cate himself wholly to the task at our College. | read that

the Church at Dokkum — where Prof. Ohmann was a
minister before coming to Canada — has called him
again, this time to declare him “emeritus’” as soon as he
will have been installed there, thus releasing him for the
work at the College in Kampen. | still find that a silly ar-
rangement, that a minister who is still strong and in good
health and can do all sorts of things, including preaching
and teaching, is declared a “minister-emeritus.” | am
convinced that we have a way which is to be preferred:
the Church of whom the appointed professoris a minister
releases him from all work in the Congregation, but he is
and remains its minister, not at all declared incapable of
doing the work of a minister.

During the reports on home visits, the suggestion
was passed on ‘‘to have the minister available at the front
of the church immediately after the service. This sugges-
tion is not followed up, for all of us are encouraged to
welcome guests.” It would be more effective, | think, if a
couple of families were “appointed” each week to take
that task upon themselves, so as to make sure that possi-
ble strangers are not forgotten. Recently | heard from a
couple who visited a certain Church that not one member
approached them after the service to talk to them or to
ask who they were. | fully agree with the reason given in
Hamilton’s decision not to load that task upon the
minister's shoulders. Personally | would not feel like do-
ing that at alil: walk to the front of the church building to
stand there till the whole auditorium is empty. The only
reason | could see for doing it is that the minister would
have an opportunity to admonish eventual offenders on
the spot. He could also develop some skill in giving ad-
monitions in a manner which could not arouse the anger
of the culprit, and speak approximately in the vein in
which a cartoon depicts a minister greeting a parishioner
after the service, “Well, X., you should come to Church
more often; it looks as if you can use the sleep.”

Shall we leave it at that for this time?

Have a good sleep.

But not in Church. vO

BIG WIN FOR DAVIS
— Continued from page 163.

calls for 50% Canadian ownership of
the Oil Industry by 1990. It appears
now that “Canadian” ownership
means state ownership through
Petrocan. This should be anathema
to all true blue conservatives, and
Davis must have shuddered when he
decided to back Trudeau. Indeed,
politics makes strange bedfellows!
What can be expected next from
Premier Davis when he turns his at-
tention on the national scene? On
election night he sounded more con-
ciliatory: “The energy matter must be
resolved in the interests of all the
country. Some way or other the first
step should be the reconciliation of
the provincial and federal figures, the
differential in those figures. | will do
anything | can to assist in developing
some sort of compromise if that is
possible.” Let us hope the premier
will transiate his words into deeds.
What are Davis’ ambitions for

the future? It has been speculated
that he may have his sights on Clark’s
job as leader of the federal Progres-
sive Conservative Party. | find that
highly unlikely, because his popular-
ity in the western provinces exceeds
that of Pierre Trudeau’s by very little.
They would both have problems get-
ting elected as the proverbial dog-
catcher.

We should pay attention to one
more thing, and that is the massive
use of government advertising in
election campaigns. Millions of
dollars were used in the Ontario cam-
paign by government departments
and agencies advertising their wares.
It seems rather odd to advertize On-
tario-grown vegetables right in the
middle of winter. We saw the same
thing in the last British Columbia pro-
vincial election with the Social Credit
government’s advertising all its
achievements just prior to the elec-
tion call and to some extent even dur-
ing the campaign. It is supposed to

be purely coincidental. In the case of
the federal government, its use of
public opinion polls and advertising
in selling the Liberal proposals to the
public at the public’s expense are
fast becoming a real threat to free
political thought and ‘“democracy.”
We, as Christians, should also be on
guard against this type of propagan-
da influencing our thoughts. Let us
keep our eyes wide open and be
aware of what goes on around us.

Reformed people must be in-
formed people!

ART LENGKEEK

OUR COVER

“Ready for travelling on the
Digul River in Irian-Jaya.”
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A
Ray of
Sunshine

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the Word of God, so that things which are seen were not made

of things which do appear. Hebrews 11:3

People who depend on scientific proof will not be able to
understand creation. It is through the revelation of God’s

spoken Word, written down by God’s servants, that we are

able to see a small part of the magnificent power of our
Creator. To our natural senses, it seems impossible that
things came into existence by the spoken Word of God. We
want to see, hear, smell, taste, or touch, before we will believe.

God in His infinite wisdom decided that through faith
only we would experience the truth of the creation of things
out of nothing. Our human minds need the enlightenment of
God'’s Holy Spirit. When in the Old Testament Job exclaims:
“I had heard of Thee by the hearing. of the ear, but now my
eye sees Thee,”” we realize that it was through believing God'’s
spoken Word that he was able to see. He was also able fo
know, for BELIEVING is KNOWING! “I KNOW that my
Redeemer liveth.”” With this confession Job was allowed fo live
for another one hundred and forty years. In order to compre-
hend the contents of what Job was believing we must read
Job, chapters 38-42.

In the New Testament we also read the expressions ‘“‘We
know! . ... lamsure!. ... This saying is true!” It is by the
ministry of God’s servants that we are called to repentance
and faith. Natural man does not believe. It is through the work-
ing of God'’s Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds that we are
being regenerated (brought back to life) again.

“What is true faith? True faith is not only a sure
knowledge, whereby | hold for truth all that God has revealed
fo us in His Word, but also a firm confidence which the Holy
Spirit works in my heart by the Gospel, that not only fo others,
but to me also, remission of sins, everlasting righteousness
and salvation are freely given by God, merely of grace, only
for the sake of Christ’s merifts” (Lord’s Day 7, Heidelberg
Catechism).

If by our nature we are prone to hate God, how can we
see the beauty of God’s creation, when left in this hostile
frame of mind? It was through Christ’s resurrection that the
dividing wall of hostility was broken down. By creating a new
man, Christ made peace and reconciled us to God.

New hope has been given to us. “Now hope that is seen
is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience” (Romans
8:22-26). Peter in his second letter writes: “‘But according to
His promise we wait for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells”’ (Il Peter 3:13).

63. I'll thank Thee, O my God and Saviour
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I know in whom my hope is founded
Through ever-changing day and night.
Thou hast me with Thy love surrounded;
Thou art my rock, | trust Thy might.
When once life’s evening veils enshroud me,
I’ll bring, though worn by ill and strife,
For every day Thou hast allowed me
Thee higher praise, O God of life!

Hymn 63:2
Book of Praise

* Kk ok kK

We have received two thank-you notes in our mailbox.
Fred Ludwig’s mother thanks all the brothers and sisters
who sent Fred a card for his birthday. He received many. It did
him a lot of good; he has even been home for a weekend. He
does not have a father anymore, but his mother hopes that he
will be able to come home on weekends regularly.

From across the ocean we received a letter from Mrs. T.
Trenning — Jager. / quote: ““Geachte zusters en broeders in
de Here. Wat een verrassing was dat om zoveel brieven en
kaarten uit Canada fe ontvangen. Mag ik jullie allen bij dezen -
heel hartelijk bedanken, en wilt u degene die mijn adres heeft
opgegeven ook hartelijk bedanken.”” Mrs. Trenning has had
trouble with her leg for three years and suffered a lot of pain.
When the holes in her leg became infected, the doctors were
afraid they would have to amputate, but thanks to God this did
not become reality. Mrs. Trenning and her children are very
grateful that the Lord made things so well. She is home again,
has help two days a week, and can even walk again, be it slow-
ly. She attends church in the morning, and listens to a church
telephone in the afternoon. She is very happy to be able to
participate again in church life.

Thank you, brothers and sisters, for your part in making
many people happy.

Send your request fo:

Mrs. J.K. Riemersma

380 St. Andrew Street E.,
Fergus, Ontario NIM 1R1
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Which Way
Blows the Wind .

TO BLAME SOMEONE ELSE. It
is one of the easier things to do.
Should we blame someone else?
Does it help the individual involved? It
certainly does not. No matter how
much we would like to shove respon-
sibility on someone else’s shoulders,
it does not give a cure!!

Parents will feel guilty about their
child if their child cannot cope very
well. They see things that their child
does and think, “l used to do some-
thing like that. Oh, | have a hard time
remembering a story in the correct
order. My wife does the letter writing
because it is so difficult for me to
write coherently!”

The causes of mental retarda-
tion, learning disabilities, or emotion-
al disturbances may be inherited. We
know this. We may blame ourselves
for them. One of the worst questions
we can ask a parent is, “From whom
does he have this problem?” | admit, |
have regretfully done this a number of
times. You, please, DON'T do it. It is
so natural for parents to find negative
things in their children that the
positive things are overshadowed.
Rom. 8:28 says, “We know that in
everything God works for good with
those who love Him, who are called
according to His purpose.”

To everything there is a purpose,
a purpose that the Lord gives us. If we
continue to blame ourselves, where is
the purpose of the child’s or relative’s
life? If we love each other we should
see love as Paul writes in | Cor.
13:4ff.: “Love is patient and kind; love

is not jealous or boastful . ... Love
does not insist on its own way; it is
not irritable or resentful . . . . Love

bears ALL things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.”
Then comes the reaction of the
parents: Is there a cure? Sometimes a
human cure is not possible. A child
with a learning disability may have
certain problems that may be remedi-
ated with an available program. Some
problems a person has to live with
and a program may be developed to
circumvent them so that he can com-
pensate for them and cope with them
during this lifetime, and lead a fairly
normal lifestyle to the glory of God.
It then becomes easier for
parents to accept and help their child

if just a slight bit of progress is made.
It gives a positive feeling for both the
child and the parents. Satisfaction
occurs. Something else to be thank-
ful for. They then continue to assist
their child in a positive way.

Church and school belong
together in the unity of faith. A cove-
nant family with children having
special needs may have a big prob-
lem. It is a problem which can defi-
nitely come up at home visits.

The majority of our children go to
our own schools. They have a pro-
gram catering to their own needs.
They are the building blocks of the
church, molded by parents and
teachers also belonging to God’s
covenant, teaching them in a Scrip-
tural manner. -

Are the differently developed not
as important? Do they not belong in
our schools?

The comment may be made,
“Our school does not have a program
for our child. We would like to with-
draw him.” What are you going to
say? “Don’t do'that? They’re bound to
pick up something of the Bible story,
and his friends are so important?
Think of all the bad language and
drugs in the public schools!?”

It's very easy to say this if you
don’t have a differently developed
child at home. What is more impor-
tant: the life of a covenant child
(always in the hands of God) who has
to be able to live to His glory, or a
book entitled, A Matter of Death On-
ly?

This may seem extreme at the
present time. It could happen.

What should be done? First, |
think that the covenant child is very
important. We should strengthen
each other in our faith. If our schools
cannot maintain the program for our
children, we have to turn to different
means, yet at the same time involving
them in our own school programs and
other activities as much as possible.

Secondly, the alternative that a
program is provided in our schools to
provide education not just for the
learning disabled but also for the
mentally retarded, emotionally dis-
turbed, and physically handicapped.
Why don’t we do this? Is it money?

A ‘severely retarded child has

been born from two Reformed
parents, YOU. He has to remain in an
institution for the rest of his life.
There is no growth. He lies in a cradle
and becomes older and older. He can-
not turn himself over but every hour a
nurse comes to turn him from side to
side.

Then, one day, the doctor calls
you. He tells you, “We can develop a
program for your child so that three
years from now he will be able to turn
from his right side to his back. It will
cost $8,000.”

Would you do it? The child will
never get out of his crib. It will never
be able to talk and may die anytime
because of lung congestion due to
the nondevelopment of his rib cage
and his expanding lungs. It is a cove-
nant child.

We live for our families. Disabled
children are an integral and unique
part. In them lies much of our hope.
They also are the light of our lives.

Office-bearers, you are privileged
beyond measure to help parents and
also their children. You are the wind
which can help the sailboat make a
wonderful journey, filling the sail so it
will confidently find its course in
record time. You can also fight and
struggle against the sailboat, under-
mining the strength that it once had,
causing it to become a weak and dis-
abled structure.

“The startling waves leap over it;
the storm

Smites it with all the scourging of
the rain,

And steadily against its solid form

Press the great shoulders of the
hurricane.

(from, “The Lighthouse”
H.W. Longfellow)

Lost. Broken. Or . . . as strong and
hopeful as ever. You may decide. Will

you? Thank you.
J.W. VANDERJAGT

*  * ¥

Board Members
Canadian/American
Reformed Men’s Societies

“The League of Canadian/American
Reformed Men’s Societies an-
nounces that the following persons
form the Board for the League: Chair-
man: Mr. Nick VandenHeiden, R.R. 2,
Smithville, Ontario; Treasurer: Mr. Bill
C. VanderHaak, 391 Canboro Road,
Ridgeville, Ontario; Secretary: Mr.
Tony Torenvliet, 2100 Parkway Drive,
Burlington, Ontario L7P 1S4; Board
Member: Mr. John TenHage, 14 Kings-
mere Crescent, Brampton, Ontario.”
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Letter To My Daughter

Dear Jean,

Just at the time that | wrote my
previous letter there was a strike on
of government employees. That used
to be called “revolution.” These days
people talk about “legal strikes” even
of government employees. And that is
not all. These government employees
were given the RIGHT to strike by no
one else but the government. That is
what they call “enlightenment.”
There is nothing new under the sun.

But now the results! These peo-
ple are fighting the government, their
employer. They know very well,
however, that picketing their own of-
fices will not get them anywhere. So
they set up picket lines at other
government buildings: post offices,
airports, and the like. And they ask
the “brotherhood” in other unions to
respect those picket lines. This has
been done already, and tonight it
looks as if it will be done on a grand
scale this week. Post offices closed,
airports closed, customs offices clos-
ed, etc. The whole economy of the
country disturbed. Everybody in the
country suffering the consequences,
including the strikers, except the
government and the union leaders. |
think it is time to write the prime min-
ister a short note, something like:
“Who is running this country, you or
the union bosses?”

Also this development did not
just start in the last couple of years. It
has had a long history already. In
fact, although it was tempered
somewhat at times, it is still a contin-
uation of the teachings of Voltaire
and Rousseau to which Marx and
Engels added their ideas, and it was

Remember!

When taking photos for the
Clarion they MUST be
black and white to be repro-
duced clearly!
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taught in our public elementary
schools, high schools, and universi-
ties, to which you and | are also con-
tributing through our tax money. And
if you write the premier of your prov-
ince about the injustice of having to
pay for your own schools and also for
the public school (you don’t want
your own children poisoned, but you
pay to poison your neighbour’s chil-
dren), then you get the reply “that the
establishment and maintenance of
an educational system determined by
denominational and sectarian
considerations would fragment the
present public system and would be
to the detriment of education in this
province and that the importance of
maintaining a strong and viable
public system of education is such
that he does not envisage the present
policy being changed in the foresee-
able future.” A premier who is said to
be a Christian. | wonder how a ‘“‘gay
liaison committee” to ‘“help homo-
sexual students, teachers, and staff
members understand their
sexuality,” as is being studied by a
subcommittee of the school board in
Toronto, is going to prevent the
‘“detriment of education” and “main-
tain a strong and viable system.”

| could go on for a while talking
about what the ““gods” in high places
are doing and the laws they are mak-
ing with respect to abortion, homo-
sexuality, feminism, capital punish-
ment, and so on and so forth, but let
me stop for now with some criticism
of ourselves. For, in my opinion, we
are just as much to blame for this
development as the unbelievers. It is
still true that “all it takes for the
forces of evil to succeed is that the
other forces remain quiet.” Sure,
there are some people who try to
awaken our country, but they are a
minority, and, besides, there is no
united front. | wonder why?! Also . ..
we are very much concerned about
our own schools, and our sacrifices
are great. The aforementioned Groen
van Prinsterer said: “Our power is in
isolation!”” Right!, but if it stays
there, what good will it do? What is
the advantage of a latent power?

Sometimes | think that this
minister was right when he said that
our attitude generally is: ‘| am saved!
God did well to me! Let perish now
that evil world!” We are building
schools to bring up our children in the

aforesaid doctrine, something which
the parents should do first of all; we
are drawing teachers to do this; we
are even setting up a teachers college
to ascertain an ample supply, but it
looks as if those teachers do not have
to be qualified to teach in public
schools. | think the devil laughs. As
long as we do not bring the battle to
his domain, he is quite satisfied. He
is lord and master in that “evil world,”
and from there he is able to send his
guerilla forces into our domain. And
from history | must say: usually with
enormous success. Let’s be ashamed
and let's wake up.

Love,
DAD

Church News

DECLINED from Surrey, B.C.:
REV. J. VISSCHER
of Cloverdale, B.C.

NEW CHURCH INSTITUTED
AS OF APRIL 1, 1981

Canadian Reformed Church of Ed-
monton, Southwest, minister:
Rev. S. DeBruin.
Mailing Address:
18412 - 91st Avenue,

Edmonton, Alberta T5T 1N9
Phone: 487-0885

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

Canadian Reformed Church at Ed-
monton, North East:
c/o Mr. J. Deemter
14817 - 103 Avenue,
Edmonton, Alberta TSN 0V2

NOTE: The Church at Edmonton has
been divided into two congregations.
A proper name for the North East
Church will be announced at a later
date.



Letters-to-the-Editor

Dear Editor:

The Thamesville Men’s Society would
like to have this published in Clarion:

In the recent Clarion br. Hank
Veenema wrote about an issue that is also
very important and dear to us. We strongly
feel that addressing God as ‘“‘you” has no
place among us for the following reasons:

1. It is speaking irreverently of God. Even
though the modern translation of
“thou” is “you,” this does not
necessitate us to use “you.” We do not
need to concede to this apparent
weakness in the English language
where U and jij translates into you.
Would you address the Queen, a judge,
a cabinet minister as “you”?

2.The R.S.V., in use by the church for
about four years, and the newest Revi-
sion of the Book of Praise all use
“thou” instead of “you.” It is irreverent
to have just completed singing or
reading “only Thou art holy” and then
in the next sentence pray, “Oh Lord,
*You Who alone art holy.”

3. Let there be uniformity in the home,
church, and school so that one person
does not address God as ‘“you” and
another as “thou.” When a brother
considers the use of “you” in address-
ing God as sacrilegious let us refrain
from its use.

The Thamesville Men’s Society

“THOU” or “YOU”?
Dear Mr. Editor:

This is in reply to Hank Veenema'’s re-
quest in Clarion of March 13.

Although | personally also prefer to
use “Thou” when addressing the Lord,
there is a very strong argument in favour
of using “You,” and | am really surprised
that this argument has never (or not more
often) appeared in Clarion as yet.

In various languages there are dif-
ferent pronouns for the second person
singular and the second person plural,
whereby the plural is also used for these
singular second persons who are to be
treated politely and/or respectfully. So we
have in Dutch “jij”” for a friend and “Gij” or
“U” for a respectable person or a stranger
with whom we were not familiar. In the
course of time, this “Gij”’ changed to “U”
for a single person or to “Jullie” for plural,
but remained “Gij” for the Lord, although
lately there is a trend to use “U” for the
Lord also. In French there is a similar pat-

tern: “tu” for a friend and ‘“vous” for
somebody not so close. The Frisian has
“Dou” for a friend, “Jo” for a stranger,
and ‘“Jimme” for plural. It stands to
reason that the Dutch and French also
use “U” and ‘“Vous” respectfully when
talking to the parents. The Frisians go
even further and do not use a pronoun at
all'when addressing their parents.

Germans, however, take a different
view. They say that parents are our
closest friends and therefore they use the
familiar “Du” when talking to their
parents and ‘“Sie” when addressing a
stranger. And since God is our heavenly
Father, and therefore also a close friend,
they use “Du” as, for instance, in the
Lord’s Prayer.

In English we have “Thou” and
“You,” or rather (at this time) “You” and
“Thou,” but it has not always been that
way. Literature from the time of the KJV
seems to indicate that at that time the

English also had “Thou” for a friend and
“Ye” for strangers and plural. In the
course of time, “Ye” has changed to
“You,” and “Thou” has disappeared
altogether except in prayer. But it seems
to me that this “Thou” in prayer
originated in the same way as the German
“Du.” The Lord was supposed to be a
familiar, close friend. Perhaps we should
keep it that way, but | just cannot imagine
anybody being consistent and address
the Lord with “Jij” when praying in Dutch
or with “Dou” when praying in Frisian.
Therefore my preference for “Thou” in
English is just a habit, and, if | were con-
sistent, | would change to “You.”

* * ok

In short: “Thou” corresponds with
the German “Du,” with the Frisian “Dou,”
and, consequently, with the Dutch “Jij”’;
whereas “You” corresponds with the Ger-
man “Sie,” the Frisian *‘Jo,” and the Dutch
“U” or “Gij.” Therefore there is no reason,
other than habit and close relationship, to
stick to “Thou,” whereas reverence cer-
tainly would be a point for changing to
“You.” Is it not strange that just the
Dutch, for reason of reverence, want to
stick to “Thou’?

Yours truly,
H. METZLAR

applications from:

fered.

Admission requirements:

The Board of the Canadian Reformed Teachers’ College invites

prospective STUDENTS

for the 1981/82 academic year.

Itis anticipated that both the 1-year Graduate pre-service course
as well as the 3-year Non-graduate pre-service course will be of-

Part-time students can enroll in selected units of study.
Please state: secondary/tertiary qualifications;

teaching preference;

mode of study (part-time/full-time).
Please contact the Principal for further information.
Applications close June 15, 1981.

For the 1-year pre-service course: a suitable B.A. degree.

For the 3-year pre-service course: an advanced level Grade XlI
diploma with an average of at least 65% (plus a minimum of 30
credits — Ontario students only).

Part-time enroliment after consultation with the Principal.

The Principal C.R.T.C.,
T.M.P. van der Ven
43 Yeoville Court, Hamilton, Ontario L9C 5W4
Telephone: (416) 387-0574

The Secretary C.R.T.C.,
H.J. Homan
R.R. 1, Wellandport, Ontario LOR 2J0
Telephone: (416) 899-3733
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Dear Busy Beavers,

Don’t you think it’s time we had a NEW contest?
Busy Beaver Annette Haan sent in this picture.
Now we can have a:

GUESSING CONTEST!
WHY IS THIS CREATURE CALLEDA HORELAFFANT ?

Send your to:

Aunt Betty
Box 54,
Fergus, Ontario N1M 2W7

* ok Kk Kk *

Time for birthday wishes! All the Busy Beavers join
in wishing all the celebrating Busy Beavers a very, very
happy day, and many happy returns. The same wishes as
always — but they are sincerely meant and for each of
you! May the Lord bless and keep you also in the year
ahead.

Henrietta Huinink May 2 Charlene
Sheila Van Sydenborgh 2  Van Woudenberg May 16

Rolean Hulzebosch 3 LesHaan 17
Sharon Knol 4 Sandra Veenema 19
Mary-Ann Carol Doesburg 20
Van Woudenberg 4 Keith Doesburg 21
Geraldine Hamoen 5 Cecile
Theresa Terpstra 6 VanWoudenberg 21
Jennifer Jelsma 7 Henny Oussoren 21
Vicky Van Egmond 7 Derek Hoogstra 23
Lawrence Stam 8 Carl Mulder 25
Alice Sandink 9 Florence Visser 26
Linda Knol 10 Jim Witteveen 26
Yvonne Wiegers 11 Elaine Hamoen 27
Peter Kok 12 Jacob Kuik 27
Rona Kleefman 12 Anna-Lynn VanderWoude 27
Jody De Groot 13 Audrey Knol 30
Theresa De Gelder 15
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Busy Beaver Darlene Lodder has two riddles for you.
1. Why was Joseph the straightest of his brothers?
2. What can a monkey hold in his left hand that he can’t
hold in his right hand?

‘puey
10 mog|e ybu siy-g dsins e sem ydesop | siamsuy

QuIZ TIME
Spring Word Search
by Busy Beaver Diane Smith

A X F P D S Y A D I L OMH
Il § L C E R DUMD V E A
A R O B I N S N A S P B D
N AWNF B O F Y A B E P
I G E Q G G S DR I B U Q
M L RS G Q K R B E D Y X
A H S H S C 1| B DD S MB
L C O S Y A Q OL HC F F
S KJ NP SREHSGGE
B T S J I RS GCM zZ G W
E R D 2Z P I I P QR A U G
L E E L T Y L N NO X L N
E E E E K T O R G W N K |
A S WM S UMHUC CTCS I G T
v bR I DA MW I HATD L
E J VEUE J T S TR C E
S UNNBIB Y UMUW R Z M
u L T T UTL A OO A V S
F VS SR S F VWTC N I
u EwW 1 UPV S RV E J N
N OD OWTNNEDR A

animals flowers mud song

beauty fun nest spring

birds garden puddles sun

buds grass rain trees

crows holidays robins weeds

dirty leaves sing wet

eggs melting slush worms



SCRAMBLE!
by Busy Beaver Jane Meints

9. gtlins
10. oorsd

Can you unscramble these words that name things

in the house?

1. sehuo 5. deb

2. hicras 6. somro
3. bitae 7. tacepr
4. cohcu 8. Ipntas

Bye for now.

11. oksbo
12. ocerdr yalper

Answers next time!

Hope you enjoyed our quizzes, Busy Beavers.
And be sure to send in your Contest entry soon!

With love from your,
Aunt Betty

With thankfulness to the Lord,
Who made everything well, we
announce the birth of our son:

GEORGE DEREK

Born: March 24, 1981.

A brother for: Michelle,
Walter, Adrian, Amanda

George and Marta Bartels
(nee VanderWoerd)

R.R. 2,
Ancaster, Ontario L9G 3L1.

Praise God from Whom all
blessings flow. Psalm 134
With great thankfulness and
joy we received a child, a gift
from our heavenly Father, a
daughter:

PATRICIA LYN

Born: March 21, 1981.
Bill and Irene Kroes
(nee Haarsma)
19 Wallis Avenue,
Smithville, Ontario LOR 2A0.

We may announce with joy
and thankfulness to the Lord,
the Creator of life, for entrust-
ing into our care our fourth son
whom we’ve named:
MICHAEL ROBERT
Born: March 24th, 1981.
A brother for: James,
Brian, John
Art and Pat Linde
(nee VanYken)
304 Delaware Avenue,
Burlington, Ontario L7R 3B2.

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Lodder are happy to announce
the marriage of their daughter:

EMMA JOANNE
to
ALBERT

son of Mr. and Mrs. Henk Hutten.

The ceremony will take place, D.V., May 15th, 1981
at 7 o’clock in the Christian Reformed Church, 287
Water Street, Guelph, Ontario.

Rev. R. Aasman officiating.

Future address:

145 Union Street West, Fergus, Ontario N1M 1V2,

1951 — 1981

With thankfulness to the Lord, we are happy to an-
nounce the 30th Wedding Anniversary of our par-
ents and grandparents, on April 23, 1981:

KLAAS NIJENHUIS
and
FEMMIGJE NIJENHUIS (nee Mos)

Their grateful children and grandchildren:
Fergus, Ont.. Aaltje Nijenhuis
Geert and Mary Nijenhuis
Klaas, Marlene,
Gary, and Eric
Anne and Jeannette Nijenhuis
Margaret and Florence
Neerlandia, Alta.: Jane and Harold Holwerda
Heather and Kevin
Salem, Ont.: Margaret and Jack Lodder
Fergus, Ont.: Anita Nijenhuis
Mary Nijenhuis
Klaas Nijenhuis
Martha Nijenhuis
Ralph Peter Nijenhuis
Elizabeth Nijenhuis

199 St. Patrick Street E., Fergus, Ontario N1M 1M3.

1941 — May 2 — 1981

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct thy paths. Proverbs 3:6

Thankful to the Lord, Who has kept them for each
other and for us all, we hope to celebrate, D.V., on
Saturday, May 2, 1981, the 40th Wedding Anniver-
sary of our dear parents and grandparents:

WILLIAM GELDERMAN
and
GERTJE GELDERMAN (nee Buit)
Their grateful children and grandchildren:

Sardis, B.C.: Henry and Hilda Gelderman
(nee Sikma)
Gerald, Kenny, Kathy,
Karen, Gordy
Langley, B.C.: Nick and Henny Lieuwen
(nee Gelderman)
Danny, Debbie,
Darrell, Darlene
Picture Butte, Alta.: Sid and Betty Oostenburg
(nee Gelderman)
Juliet, Wayne, Mark
Abbotsford, B.C.: Dirk and Wilma De Vries
(nee Gelderman)
Lorretta, Darren,
Valerie, Carolyn
Langley, B.C.: John and Diny De Haas
(nee Gelderman)
Rosemary, Patricia, Richard
Picture Butte, Alta.: Jerry and Chris De Jong
(nee Gelderman)
Sardis, B.C.: Gord and Trudy Huebert
(nee Gelderman)
Langley, B.C.: Al and Liz Hendricks
(nee Gelderman)
Picture Butte, Alta.: David Gelderman
Ryan, Robbie
42498 South Sumas Road, R.R. 1,
Sardis, B.C. VOX 1YO0.
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The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou
shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy
life. Psalm 128:5
The Lord willing, we hope to remember and cele-
brate with our dear parents and grandparents, their
40th Wedding Anniversary:

JOHN MANS
and
MARRIGJE MANS (nee Groenink)

on May 2, 1981.
Their thankful children and grandchildren:
Calgary, Alta.: Harry and Minnie Mans

Margie, Arnold, Rolean

Klaas and Jane Mans
John, Ralph, Mark

John and Alice Mans
John, Ken,
Sandra, Kevin

Andy and Margaret Mans
Angela, Michael,
Stephen, Ryan

Gaye and Arrie Donker
Jeffrey, Gregory

702 Sumbler Road, Fenwick, Ontario.

Fonthill, Ont.:

Fenwick, Ont.:

Rynsburg, 1936 — April 30th —  Smithville, 1981
With gratitude to the Lord, we will celebrate the
45th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and
grandparents:
HENDRIK JOHANNES V. EGMOND
and
ANNA V. EGMOND (nee de Mooy)

Their thankful children and grandchildren.
Box 224, Station Street, Smithville, Ontario.

VANDERHOUT
INSURANCE

780 KING STREET EAST,
HAMILTON, ONTARIO
(416) 522-6200

Cll Tony today!

Kes. (416) 387-0247

Zuidwolde, Drente — Abbotsford, B.C.
1936 — May 8 — 1981
Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good; for His steadfast love endures forever.
Psalm 106:1
With thankfulness to the Lord we hope to celebrate

with our dear parents and grandparents their 45th
Wedding Anniversary:

KLAAS FLOKSTRA
and
JANE FLOKSTRA (nee Linde)

Surrey, B.C.: Cory and Emma Flokstra
Emily and Henry
Clarence, Dan, Joanne
Dunnville, Ont.: Tina and Ken Linde
Jeanie, Tony, Lorraine,
Liz, Cindy, Marian, John,
Christine, and Sheryl.
Abbotsford, B.C.: John and Rita Flokstra
Elaine, Harold,
Andrew, and Sharon
Surrey, B.C.: Bernie and Hilda Flokstra
Debbie, John,
and Andrea
Abbotsford, B.C.: Frank and Henny Flokstra
Darlene, Ken, Dennis,
Karen, and Diana
Delta, B.C.: Margaret and Bill VanEgmond
Michelle, Rob,
Yolanda, Yvonne
Aldergrove, B.C.: Cynthia and Casey Admiraal
Richard, Sylvia,
Margie, Andy
3060 Immell Road, Abbotsford, B.C. V2S 4L2.

“Advertise in Clarion”
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Filman’s Men’s Wear

MOUNT ROYAL PLAZA
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

ook voor U

Great Selection

Filman’s Men’s Wear
2031 Mount Forest Dr.,
Burlington, Ontario
Phone: 637-0814

CLOSED MONDAYS
TO FIND US: %2 mile north
of Plains Road on Brant Street,
in the Mount Royal Plaza.




CASSETTE LIBRARY, LUISTERPOST N.A.

Reformed Dutch sermons, lectures, and musical
programs available on tape cassettes.
Ask for a catalogue and create your own radio pro-
grams! Please call or write:
Cassette Library, Luisterpost N.A.
2638 Alger S.E.,
Grand Rapids, MI. 49506 U.S.A.
Telephone: (616) 949-7423

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Carman
Inc. urgently needs:

one TEACHER for Grades 2 and 3

to fill an upcoming vacancy in September 1981.
For information phone collect or write:

Mr. C. Meliefste, Principal
Box 908, Carman, Manitoba ROG 0J0
Phone: School: (204) 745-2278
Home: (204) 745-2663

Applications to be sent to the secretary:

Mr. P. Veenendaal
Box 908, Carman, Manitoba ROG 0J0

The Board of the John Calvin School of Burlington,
Ontario invites applications for the position of

TEACHER
Duties to commence on September 1, 1981.

inquiries should be directed to the principal:
Mr. H.E. Hoogstra
607 Dynes Road,
Burlington, Ontario L7N 2V4

Applications stating qualifications and experience
should be sent to the secretary of the Board:

Dr. H.A. Scholtens
R.R. 1,Freelton, Ontario LOR 2KO0

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Dufferin
Area Inc., Orangeville, Ontario, is in need of:

TEACHERS

Duties to commence September, 1981.
Please direct inquiries to the principal:
Mr. A. VanOverbeeke
clo Dufferin Area Christian School
Laurel, Ontario
Phone: (519) 941-4368

Applications are to be sent to the secretary of the
Board:

Dr. G. Veenman
R.R. 5, Orangeville, Ontario L9W 272

WILLIAM OF ORANGE CHRISTIAN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

We are in the immediate need of a teacher for the
Grade 3 class. Also for the 1981/1982 school year
we will need several teachers for our lower grades
starting, D.V., September 1981.
For information please contact the board or our
principal:

Mr. S. VanderPloeg

809 - 14th Street,

New Westminster, B.C. V3M 4P5

Submit your applications to the board:
c/o Mr. D.S. Doesburg
20237 - 52 Avenue,
Langley, B.C. V3A 3T5

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS
URGENT NEED
LANGLEY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
and
PRINCIPAL
We are presently understaffed and are in urgent
need of additional staff members and also for next
year additional staff will be required.
Send inquiries to the principal:
Mr. P. Blom
21846 - 52nd Avenue,
Langley, B.C. V3A 4R1
Phone: School (604) 534-5711
Home: (604) 859-4727

Applications to the secretary of the board:
W.J. Huttema
49562 Chilliwack Central Road,
Chilliwack, B.C. V2P 6H3

Come live and work in the beautiful Bulkley Valley
in Northwestern B.C. The Canadian Reformed
School Society Ebenezer of Smithers requires a:

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

Duties to commence September 1981. Preference
will be given to those qualified to teach math and
science. Principalship opportunities exist for the
applicant with the right qualifications and experi-
ence.
Direct your inquiries to the principal:
Mr. Moeliker
Box 3700,
Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO

Applications to the Board of Directors:

Box 3700,
Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO

JOURNEYMAN MECHANIC
needed for Chrysler Dealership in the beautiful
Bulkley Valley of Central B.C.
Clean environment, centre of hunting, fishing,
snowmobiling, skiing, and hiking.
Rate of pay: $13.50/hr. with excellent benefits and
good working conditions.
For more information contact:

Service Manager
Frontier Chrysler Ltd.
Box 188, Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO
Phone: (604) 847-2332
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Books are a Perfect Gifft.

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL Novels by Grace Irwin
BOOK DISTRIBUTOR, BOOKSTORE Least of All Saints
OR éndtrewdcv?lptrr:lagton
onten | orses
PREMIER PUBLISHING

The Seventh Earl
1249 PLESSIS ROAD, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2C 3L9
PHONE: (204) 222-5218




