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The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want;
he makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I fear no evil;
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff,
they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil,
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 23
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Is ther still Hope?

IS THERE STILL HOPE FOR THIS WORLD?

Two opposing world powers are building up their
arsenals of both conventional and nuclear weapons.
Aware of the immensely dangerous situation, President
Reagan proposed to the new Soviet leader to make even
more secure the prevention of a nuclear attack by acci-
dent from either side. Is it a wonder that many cry for dis-
armament?

A new year is about to begin. Is there still hope?

Behind the Iron and Bamboo Curtains, as well as be-
hind the Berlin Wall, many cry for freedom: freedom of
speech, freedom of religion. And when they take their
freedom, mostly secretly, they live in the constant tension
of unceasing fear: when will the secret police knock at
our door?

A new year is about to begin. Is there still hope?

Behind the fences of their camps, the boring, miser-
able lives of thousands of refugees drag on. They are
fugitives. Many of them fled when a communist revolution
took over the government in their land, claiming to bring
freedom and life. Or there are the thousands of citizens,
caught in between the fire of warring government troups
and revolutionary terrorists, and perishing.

A new year is about to begin. Is there still hope?

Within the walls of their house or of a hospitalorofa
nursing home are the thousands who are weak, handi-
capped by accident or iliness, disillusioned, depressed,
lonely on account of death or divorce, bored because of
unemployment, and dull under the impoverishment due
to insufficient income. And nobody seems to care.

A new year is about to begin. Is there still hope?

It all depends what we hope for.

If our hope is that this life will become a paradise
through man’s own efforts, our hope is vain. The hard re-
“ality is that the adversary of God, the devil, is still around.
‘“We are not contending against flesh and blood, but
‘against the principalities, against the powers, against
world rulers of this present darkness, against the
tual host of wickedness in the heavenly places”

:12). That is the reality of life today. That was also
in the days of Paul, and of the days when Christ
s born. But when, in that situation, the angel
unced the birth of God’s Son as the great Son
oclaimed salvation and hope. In Christ Jesus

GABRIEL’S MESSAGE TO MARY:
YOUR SON WILL BE GREAT

Six months after his first mission to the earth, to the
temple in Jerusalem, to a priest, the angel Gabriel is sent
again with the announcement of a birth. This time he is
sent to a virgin, a young woman, the fiancée of Joseph,
who is the legal heir to the throne of David. Her name is
Mary. There is a further similarity between these two an-
nouncements. To the priest, Zechariah, the angel said:
“Your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name
John (the LORD is gracious); joy and gladness there will be
for you, for he shall be great before the Lord.” We focus
our attention first on that word “great.” To Mary the an-
gel says: “You will conceive and bear a son, and you shalli
give him the name Jesus (the LORD is salvation). He will
be great.”

The word “‘great” is used to indicate that something
is beyond what is normal; it exceeds the normal mea-
sure: a great shout, a great cry, a great earthquake. The
word is also used with respect to people. The great men
in the city of Samaria were the nobles and other men with
a high position, Il Kings 10:6. Il Kings 5:1 says that “Naa-
man was a great man before his master,” the king. Esther
9:4 tells us that Mordecai became “great in the king’s
house” after he had received the position of Haman. In
Exodus 11:3 we read that “the man Moses was great in
the land of Egypt,” while concerning David Il Samuel 5:10
tells us that he “became greater and greater.”

Our conclusion from these texts can be that the word
“great,” when used for men, refers to men with high posi-
tions and great power and might, who have important
functions and fulfil their tasks with remarkable ability
and skill. This proof of ability and power brings them the
great respect of the people (Moses, David), and honour
from the master or king (Naaman, Mordecai). Now Luke,
writing about John, says that “he will be great before the
Lord.” Like Naaman was great before his master, the Syr-
ian king, and like Mordecai was great in the house of King
Ahasuerus, so John is great before the Lord. As faras |

can see, this “Lord” means the LORD, Yahweh, the God .

of Israel. John will have a high position with a very impol
tant task in the service of God with regard to God’s |
ple. He will fulfil this calling with great power and akb
which are given him through the Spmt of God




with the spirit and the power of Elijah. His task is like that
of Elijah: to convert many of the Israelites to the LORD,
their God, and so to make the hearts of the fathers turn to
the children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
just. In that way he will prepare the people of God’s cove-
nant for receiving the Lord whose herald he is and whose
coming he will announce.

About John the angel said: ““He will be great before
the Lord.” About Christ, who is the Lord Himself, he speaks
in an absolute way. He says simply: “Mary, this child that
you will bear will be great. He will excel among men. He
will have a very important position. With superior power
and strength He will fulfil His task, and with astonishing
capability” (see Matt. 7:28). The fact that Gabriel speaks

about the greatness of this child of Mary’s as such, with-

out adding the words ‘‘before the Lord,” shows that this
child will be greater than John. He is great with the ab-
solute greatness of God. In many a place in the Old Tes-
tament also God is called great. “Great is the LORD and
greatly to be praised,” Ps. 48:1, 96:4, 145:3; *“. . . great . ..
is the Holy One of Israel,” Isa. 12:6, etc. And just as the
greatness of John was worked out in what the angel said
further, so the greatness of Mary’s child is also described
in what follows. This Son of Mary will be called the Son of
the Most High, on David’s throne.

GABRIEL’'S MESSAGE TO MARY:
YOUR SON WILL BE THE SON OF GOD

When the angel says to Mary that her child will “‘be
called” the Son of the Most High, we must not diminish
the strength of this “be called” to merely the giving of a
name. He will “be called” the Son of the Most High on the
basis of the fact that he /s what He will be called. He is
the Son of the Most High. He is the eternal, natural Son of
God. This name of God, “the Most High,” occurs four
times in Genesis 14: Melchizedek is king and priest of the
Most High; we find it several times in the Book of Psalms,
nine times in Daniel, and in some other places. In the
New Testament it is mainly Luke who uses this name. It
indicates the glorious power of the Almighty who is exalt-
ed so far above the earth and all creatures, and who has
His hand in all what happens. He creates, He governs, His
power will overshadow Mary (v. 35), so that she can con-
ceive without knowing a man. Of this Most High, the al-
mighty God of Israel who rules all the nations, Mary’s Son
will be the Son.

What does this word ‘“son” mean? | said: He is the etern-
al, natural Son of God. Not all agree with this. Many are of
the opinion that this word “son” must be explained in the
light of the Old Testament prophecies to David about his
son after him. When David calls Solomon to succeed him
as king, David tells his son what the LORD had promised:
his son, Solomon, would sit upon his throne after him,
and he was to build a temple for the LORD; of him the
LORD had said: “He shall be My son, and | will be his fa-
ther, and | will establish his royal throne forever, “I Chron.
22:10. This corresponds with what David sings in Psalm
2:7 about the decree of the LORD: “You are My son. Today
| have begotten you.” It is based on God’s Word through
Nathan to David, which we find in Il Sam. 7:11-16: “The
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a
house. . . . | will raise up your offspring after you, who
shall come forth from your body, and | will establish his
kingdom . . . forever. | will be his Father, and he shall be
my son. And your house and your kingdom shall be made
sure forever before Me; your throne shall be established
forever.” See also Ps. 89:26-37, 110:1, 2, 132:11, 17; Jer.
23:5, 33:15; Hos. 3:5; Amos 9:11; Zech. 3:8, 6:12; as well as
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Isa. 11:1, 10. Also Isa. 9:6, 7 and Dan. 7:14.

On the basis of the fact that God’s promise is that He
will be a father for David’s son, Solomon, and that Solomon
is called son of God as king on David’s throne, many say
that the word “son” in the mouth of the angel Gabriel,
speaking to Mary about her son, must not be seen as an
indication of the eternal, natural, divine sonship of
Christ, but of His sonship of David, His Messiahship.
Others deny this and maintain that we have to see here
the divine sonship of Christ. So do Calvin and Greijdanus.
In my opinion we do not have to make a choice here. Also
later, at Christ’s baptism, when the voice of the Father
is heard saying: “This is My beloved Son; with Thee | am
well pleased,” Matt. 3:17; cf. Luke 3:22, | am convinced
that both the eternal sonship of Christ and the Messiah-
ship as son of David are included.

It is very remarkable that God has spoken about
David’s son who would sit upon David’s throne also as a
son for the LORD, for whom He would be a father. It is
clear that King Solomon is meant, in the first place. But it
is also obvious from God’s words to David that His prom-
ise was not exhausted with Solomon. David would have a
son of his own, a descendant of his own upon his throne
forever; a son who would have God as father. He would be
the everlasting Messiah: the everlasting “Anointed of the
LORD.” His kingdom, built on justice and righteousness
would never end. The words of the angel make clear that
this sonship in the house of David is certainly included.
Nevertheless, | am also convinced that the words ‘“Son of
the Most High” in the first place mean that eternal son-
ship: He is God the Son. This is the message of the whole
New Testament. It can, therefore, not be excluded here in
the words of the angel, speaking in such a special way:
Son of the Most High.

GABRIEL’S MESSAGE TO MARY:
YOUR SON WILL BE THE SON OF DAVID

That He is the eternal, natural Son of God who will
be born as Son of Mary, does not exclude, but includes,
that He is the Son of David. That is clear from the words
of the angel as well. But before | say anything more on
this point, | would like to mention another aspect. In order
to become fully the Son of David through Mary, but with-
out Mary’s knowing a man, God must do one of His won-
derful works: He must create a new man. That is explained
by the angel in answer to the question: “How can this
happen, since | do not know a man?” The reply of Gabriel
is: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy, the Son of God.” Mary was speaking here
about the child as born from her: a human child. So also
Gabriel speaks here about the conception of Jesus as a
human child. He explains that conception as God’s work.
The Holy Spirit will come upon you.” Upon this word and
the word of Gabriel to Joseph in his dream (“that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit,” Matt. 1:20), the
church has based its faith concerning Jesus’ conception
by the Holy Spirit and His birth of the virgin Mary. In this
way Gabriel makes clear to Mary how she can bear a hu-
man son without knowing a man. That is possible be-
cause the power of the Most High will overshadow her.
God’s almighty creating power will, like a cloud, over-
shadow her and work in her. The Creator will create a new
Adam in her. When Luke gives us the genealogy of Jesus in
chapter 3, he goes back via David and Abraham to Adam.
He calls Adam “the son of God,” v. 38. This is most likely
based on Gen. 5:1-3. Adam can be called God’s son, be-
cause God created him “in the likeness of God.” By not



using Joseph or any man, God breaks the line of the first
Adam, the line of original sin, of a sinful, polluted hu-
man nature. God creates a new Adam, who is not pollut-
ed, and who, also as man, is holy again, which means
here: without sin. Because we need such a highpriest:
“holy, blameless, unstained, separated from sinners,”
Heb. 7:26. Mary’s child will be holy Son of God, also as
Adam was a holy son of God. He will be without sin, yet
fully and completely a man, a human child, created in the
image of God, in His likeness, in true righteousness and
holiness, with the true knowledge. See also Daniel 7:13:
“one like a son of man.” By being created as the new
Adam, the new man, and blameless, He can now also be
the true promised Seed of David, that Offspring, that
Branch, that will receive the eternal dominion. When He
gave the promise of an eternal kingship to David’s house,
the LORD also spoke about sin. If David’s son would sin,
the LORD would chastize and punish him. This means:
such a sinful son of David could not be an eternal king.
The great Son of David who would receive the eternal
kingdom could not be “produced” by David in his own
power. David ('s house) was also polluted. Only through
divine intervention, through a new work of God Most
High, could David now receive His great Son, through
Mary as mother, but without any male activity of Joseph,
the heir to David’s throne. Joseph can only provide the
legal ground for Christ Jesus to be the heir of the throne
of David. And also that is under the glorious rule of the
Most High.

However, as the new Adam, the new Son of God in
that double way as God and as Man, Christ Jesus will
also be the Son of David. This means that now in Him all
the rich promises of God for David, and via David for Is-
rael and for all the nations of the earth, will begin to re-
ceive their fulfillment. It would be too much to work that
all out here. But one thing must be mentioned, because
that is stressed by the angel Gabriel. “The LORD will give
to Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever; and of His kingdom there
will be no end.”

There will be no end to His saving kingship and king-
dom, because He establishes it on righteousness and
justice. It is the justice which God requires in the cove-
nant. It is the perfect satisfaction: the perfect loving obe-
dience of God’s child and creature to God’s will, together
with bearing the terrible punishment, the terrible wrath of
God against sin. Sin against the Most High must be pun-
ished with eternal punishment: with hell. Christ Jesus,
the eternal son of God, became the Son of man; He re-
mained what He was: God’s eternal Son, God Himself. He
became what He was not: He took upon Him our human
nature; He became the new Adam, the new man, without
sin, righteous before God, and thus also God’s new Son,
created in the likeness of God, as Adam was, King and
Priest, according to Psalm 110, according tv the order of
Melchizedek. So He paid the ransom for His people. He
died for their sin and guilt. He fulfilled all righteousness
of God's law in their place for them. Being forsaken, He
still loved and obeyed His and our God. On that justice
He built and builds His never-ending kingdom.

And He builds it on His love. He has mercy. He is fuli
of mercy. The needs and the struggles of people on earth
move Him. For sinners lost in their sin and guilt He be-
came a man. He was born and He died for them, preach-
ing to them the gospel of salvation through His blood and
Spirit. That love and mercy is still the same. Therefore the
gospel of His love is still being preached. On that love He
continues to build His never-ending kingdom.

CONCLUSION

We started with the question: Is there still hope? The
powers of darkness and hatred and destruction seem so
strong. The answer must be: Yes, there certainly is hope.
It is the hope of Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the assur-
ance of things hoped for, and the conviction of things not
seen.”

Only those who believe in this Christ Jesus with a
true faith have hope. They believe that their Saviour is
their God and their Brother. They believe that their sins
are forgiven them, through His blood. They believe that
through the Holy Spirit Christ Jesus makes them believe
and live as God’s children with Him toward His great Day.
They believe, knowing that awfully destructive weapons
are kept ready to destroy. They believe, whether they be
in a slave camp or psychiatric ward in the Russian archi-
pelago, or in a boring refugee camp. They believe, wheth-
er they be enclosed within the walls of a hospital or of
their own house, weak or handicapped. They all believe
that they are strangers and sojourners here on earth who
are looking forward to their homeland. And living with
Christ Jesus, their mighty God and Brother, their Helper
and Saviour, they work with Him towards His Day of their
salvation, witnessing of Him and confessing Him with
word and deed, showing His love in spreading love for
others, even enemies; showing His care in caring for
others in their needs; showing His forgiveness in forgiving
others; showing Christ’s holy and just life for God by liv-
ing in holiness before God through Christ and helping
and supporting those in need.

Is there still hope? Yes, there is. For the Son of God,
who is the Son of Man, the Son of David, is the Redeemer
and mighty King on the eternal throne. There is hope for
all those who believe in Him.

J. GEERTSEMA

He will feed his flock
like a shepherd, ik
he will gather the i
lambs in his arms,

he will carry them in
his bosom, A
and gently lead
those that are with

young.
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- For those among our readers
‘who have followed the events in the
“midst of the Churches during the
past year this review will not contain
anything new. A review never can
give something new: it always scans
the past and relates what happened
in the course of a year. No new facis
can be disclosed, only the facts of
the past can be recalled so that we
can sort of “'relive’’ the past year.
Thisis extremely important.
Was it not one of the rebukes
which oftentimes were uttered
against israel that they “forgot” the
works of the LORD their God? This
means that they no longer let them-
selves be guided and directed by
what the LORD did in the past. Those
works of the covenant God were no
longer an incentive to trust in Him, to
serve Him, and to expect from Him
all good. And when these words of
the LORD are no longer held in such
remembrance that they urge His
people on to remain obedient to Him,
the desire to tell them to their chil-
dren diminishes as well. In the long
run the descendanis no longer know
the works of the LORD: these pages
have disappeared from the books
which describe the hisiory of each
one’s life and experiences.
it is, therefore, mandatory that
we recall what the LORD did during
the past year, even though we cannot
reiate any new events; yet the
mercies of the LORD were new every
_morming.

As for the evaluation of the var-
ious happenings, in many instances
it'is far too early to give any. Some-
times it is said that one can evaluate
history correctly only when it con-
cems the history in which one was
ot personally invoived. Leaving the
errec’(ness or incorrectness of this
ment for what it may be, we
confine ourselves mainly to
1ing the events as such, without
~upon an evaluation, al-
1lso realize that the man-
h they are recalled 1o a
t does express evalua-

Mandatory Recall

The Churches
As far as the number of
Churches is concemed, this re-

mained the same, aithough it won't
be for long. No Church had to be
“disbanded’” due to loss of member-
ship; on the contrary, almost every-
where some growth could be report-
ed. In some instances buildings
which were designed with a view to
future growth appear to have become
too small.

in the Smithville Church the
problem of “overcrowding” will have
to be solved in the near future.
Expansion of the seating capacity is
not well feasible; the solution will
have to be institution of a new
Church.

Hamilton sought a (temporary)
solution in the building of a balcony,
as did Burlington West. However, in
the latter Congregation efforts were
made to institute a Church in the
Flamborough-Waterdown area. When
this could not find sufficient support
among the members living in that
area, another action went under-
way which appears io have suc-
ceeded: in the beginning of January
1983 a Church will be instituted in
Burlington South. This new Church
will be of a sufficient size to guaran-
tee viability as far as our human cal-
culations go, whersas a sufficient
number is left in Burlington West so
as not to bring the “mother-Church”
into difficulties. The balcony in the
latter’s building can now be used for
other purposes.

Speaking of buildings, the
Brampton Church building was made
more useful for all soris of congrega-
fional activities by the installation of
walls in the basement whereby
nursery, Consistory room and meet-
ing room were obtained. Brampion
also decided to look for possibilities
to acquire a parsonage, although up
tilt now their efforis to atiract a
minister have not succeeded.

Ancther Church that acquired a
parsonage is the Providence Church
in Edmonton. Winnipeg buill a new

parsonage, and Barrhead did the
same. o
The Immanuel Church in
Edmonton is in the process of
acquiring their own Church building.
For one who has to get all his
information from the weekly bulle-
tins, it is not completely clear in what
stage the plans of their execution
are. The economic conditions wili
also play a part in the decisions and
therealization of the plans.

One piece of “equipment”
which is very important for our
worship services is an organ.

Langley could dedicate their organ
and there are plans to add an impor-
tant stop. It was already used for a
concert which must have been
enjoved by all those attending.
Guelph signed a contract to put an
addition to its organ, while Hamilion
is considering a complete overhaul
of its instrument, something which
will require a considerable cash out-
lay.

The Ckanagan Valley also exper-
iences the effects of the economic
recession: varicus families made
enquiries and had plans to move
down there, but the uncertainty con-
cerning the work-situation and
econcmic prospects thus far prevent-
ed the so fervently hoped-for growth:
The Churches of Classis Pacific
decided to provide the house congre-
gation in the Okanagan with pulpit
supply once a month.

Ministers Sought

During the past year the calling
of ministers continued, and there
was some moving around although_;
not all that much. L

Chatham had to extend a call
only once: the Rev. Van Rietschoten
accepted and is serving this Chur
now. Edmonton Providence also s
ceeded in receiving a minists
first time they called one
VanBeveren left the [
region and exchanged ;t fOr

Rev. VanSprons



give himself for the work among the
Carrier Indians, he did not hesitate
but saw his way clear to accept this
call. This left Smithers vacant, and
they extended their second call to fill
the vacancy. At this moment it is not
known yet whether the second call
was accepted or not.

Chilliwack did see its second
call accepted, when Cand. CI.
Bouwman came to the conclusion
that his way led to the Fraser Valley.

Uncertainty is also the only term
we can use with respect to the call
which the Ebenezer Church in Bur-
lington extended. Before year’s end
we shall know the answer.

Orangeville extended two calls,
and the more recent one has not yet
led to a decision. The same is to be
said regarding the second call which
Neerlandia extended this year; if it is
accepted the number of ministers
will be increased by one, for this time
they called one from The Nether-
lands.

Carman extended three calls

after the departure of the Rev. Van-

Rietschoten; they were declined.
Brampton and Ottawa called once,
both with negative result.

Especially for those Churches
that have been vacant for a long time
it must be sort of frustrating that they
are still struggling on without a
minister of the Word. In a few years
we hope to have some more candi-
dates available from our College, and
this should alleviate the shortage
somewhat, although then, in all likeli-
hood, there will be more vacancies
as well.

This brings us to our Theological
College.

At this year’s Convocation the
Master of Divinity degree was
awarded for the first time. Only one
brother had completed his studies so
that we could see this degree con-
ferred upon him.

The lectures could be given
without interruption, although the
absence of Prof. C. VanDam necessi-
tated some juggling around of the
hours. We are thankful that also
others become more and more aware
of the existence of our College and of
the Scriptural character of the in-
struction given. This has attracted a
few students not belonging to one of
the Churches or sister Churches. We
are thankful that in this manner we
are allowed to impart some of the
treasures which the LORD has given
to us, the greatest treasure being
that we have His inerrant, infallible
Word. Whatever deficiencies the
instruction at our College may have,

this certainly is not there: that the
trustworthiness of the Word of God
is doubted. However, we are con-
vinced that also in other respects it
may compare favourably with other
institutions for higher learning.

Ministers of the Word

Some particulars about the
ministers of the Word may not be
omitted.

The Rev. A.B. Roukema was the
one who celebrated the longest time
as a minister: he remembered that he

[srael,

until the time

brought forth;

[srael.

And he shall stand and feed his
flock in the strength of the
LORD, in the majesty of the
name of the LORD his God.

And they shall dwell secure, for
now he shall be great
fo the ends of the earth.

Micah 5:24

But you, O Bethlehem
Ephrathah, who are little to be
among the clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for
me one who is to be ruler in

whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up

when she who is in travail has

then the rest of his brethren
shall return to the people of

was ordained forty-five years ago. Dr.
Faber celebrated the thirtieth anni-
versary of his ministry, and the Rev.
VanBeveren his twenty-fifth.

One of the number of the minis-
ters was taken away by the Lord. The
Rev. H. Scholten was called away
form his earthly habitation to be re-
ceived into the everlasting taber-
nacles.

The Netherlands appeared to
have some attractive powers: Prof.
VanDam went there to continue his
studies towards a doctor’s degree.




Rev. Stam spent a year in The Nether-
lands and returned to Canada in mid-
summer; Rev. Huizinga spent some
time in Kampen as did Rev. G.H. Vis-
scher. Rev. J. Visscher went to Phila-
delphia, to Westminster Seminary in
pursuit of a Doctor of Ministry de-
gree. The Churches cannot but bene-
fit from this zeal to increase knowl-
edge and skill.

We already mentioned a few
ministers who went to serve a differ-
ent Congregation. With their number
should be included the Rev. Tigge-
laar who began his ministry in Barr-
head as that Church’s first minister
of theirown.

Our missionaries were partly in
the news as well. The Rev. Meijer
finally received a visum which al-
lowed him and his wife to work in
Brazil on a more permanent basis.
The Rev. Boersema and family were
on furlough in our midst and they
visited the Western Churches plus
some in the East. Especially the
Hamilton Church made use of their
presence in Canada to become more
informed about the mission field
chosen by them. Hamilton does not
have a missionary as yet.

The Rev. M. VanBeveren and
Rev. J. Visscher attended the Interna-
tional Conference of Reformed
Churches on our behalf. Our readers
can be informed about this confer-
ence via the extensive report which
the Rev. Visscher sent us for Clarion.

Various Activities

Mention was made already of
the mission work which the Church
at Smithers is going to undertake
with the support of all the Western
and of some of the Eastern Church-
es. This will be the first official effort
to discharge our responsibilities to-
wards the original inhabitants of our
country.

The work of the broadcasting is
still going on and here and there
some response is received. It
remains a thing to be deplored that
participation in the preparation of
the tapes is not general and that the
promised cooperation has not
materialized as yet so that the On-
tario ministers have to carry the
burden.

Other means used to reach
those who are without are the Vaca-
tion Bible Schools which become a
more regular feature in several
Churches. Others have been con-
sidering this possibility or are having
definite plans to organize one next
year.

The and

elementary high
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schools could continue their opera-
tion even though here and there
financial difficulties and lack of
teachers forced societies to cut
down on years of instruction given.
No new schools were opened this
year, but we are very thankful already
that the existing ones could keep
going to the benefit of the children
who, at this stage, may not fully see
the value of what they receive in this
kind of instruction. Even though the
number as such is not decisive and
each graduation is equally impor-
tant, it does fill our hearts with grati-
tude when we see the large crowd of
graduates of the Guido de Brés High
School in Hamilton, pictured on page
435 of this volume of Clarion. How
blessed are our children that they
can receive instruction which is
based wholly on the Word of our God
and which is completely in accor-
dance with the confessions we cher-
ish.

We are also thankful for the
possibility which exists to train
young men and young women to be-
come teachers in our schools. The
Teacher’s College has been in opera-
tion now for a sufficient length of
time to see that it works. We are cer-
tain that the ‘“products” of this
institution will be an asset to our
schools.

From young to old seems to be a
large jump, but distance-wise it is not
all that far from the Teacher’s Col-
lege (which operatesin the basement
of the Hamilton Church building) to
the Old Age Home which is built
adjacent to it. Ebenezer Villa is ex-
pected to open early in the new year
and this is the first Old Age Home or
Senior Citizens Apartment Building
which was built especially for our
people. In the Fraser Valley the plans
are still very much alive, but the
realization of the plans is not as
speedy as was expected some time
ago.

Of the activities we could still
mention the league days of men’s
and women’s societies, the study
weekends of our young people, the
ministers’ workshop which was held
twice in Ontario, the summer camps
which were held for the native youth
in the Smithers area and for the
Handicapped in Southern Ontario,
the work of the World Relief Fund
which is going on quietly and, small
though it may be when compared to
other actions, yet provides indis-
pensable support for younger people
and forthe hungry in the world.

Many more things happen and
are done which don’t make the head-

lines but which prove that our God is
faithful and continues to take care of
His children as He has promised. He
gives strength and ability, He works
faithfulness in the hearts of His own
and, amazing grace!, He even will re-
ward their faithfulness and labours.
Unto Him we entrust ourselves
anew, knowing that also in 1983 His
purpose of election is unchangeable
and His providence is still the same.
Therefore we have a good confi-
dence for the future; in the past we
were not put to shame. How could
this ever be as we have a God like
the LORD who has become our
Fatherthrough Christ?
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FROM THE SCRIPTURES

“Before she was in labour she gave birth;
before her pain came upon her she was delivered of a son.” Isa. 66:7

Birth Before Labour

Isaiah’s closing prophesy takes a startling turn at this
point, and after announcing the punishment that will come
upon the apostate brethren now suddenly announces the sur-
‘prising blessing that will come upon the remnant who remain
faithful to the LORD. So sudden and surprising will be the
LORD’s blessing that it appears as a woman giving birth even
before she has gone info labour; a son will be born before the
pains come. The natural order of things is, as it were, re-
versed. The prophet cannot but evoke amazement, wonder,
and surprise that something like this could take place. What
will the LORD do?

Although temple and city lie in ruins because of the righ-
teous judgment of God, the same LORD who brought punish-
ment also is hastening to bring His full redemption. These
words of prophesy are particularly directed to the believing
remnant who faithfully trusted the promises of the LORD,
. even fo the point of enduring the mockery and shame of their
brethren according to the flesh, their fellow Israelites in exile.
They had been ridiculed and mocked; they had even been

banned from the public meetings. They are, humanly speak-

ing, a pitiful group, of small number, with enemies without
and within. What can come of this?

The LORD who works wonders will bring His salvation
forth from this remnant. He will return to His city, and, in a
short span of time, what once seemed to be small and without
hope in the world will grow into a large community. Jerusalem
will have many sons and will be filled with joy. The abundance
of blessings will spill over to the nations, and many will enjoy
the prosperity of Zion. In the execution of His judgment, the
LORD arises to save and bring salvation. He never forgets His
own.

What time does the Lord speak of here? Even the context
makes it obvious that the LORD Himself looks beyond the
time of the return from exile, beyond the rebuilding of the sec-
ond temple, fo a better, richer day. Of course, the return to the
city is not completely excluded, as if that was not an important

 blessing from the LORD. But the prophet reaches much far-
‘ther ahead in his message and brings to the believing remnant
“among the exiles the hope of the new age that is coming. That
_is the focus of his words.
- So we see the words speak of the birth of Christ, the Sav-
~ His birth signifies the reversal of the natural order of
~things. He was not born in the ordinary way, strictly through
ral means. No, He was born by the power of the Word on
His birth was the miraculous wonder breaking into the

natural cycle of things. He was, as the prophet says in another
place, “‘a shoot from the stump of Jesse, a branch growing out
of his roots,” Isa. 11:1. Only after the tree is completely cut
down and removed can this shoot appear. His appearance is
like a miracle; He is born before pain arrives and before labour
sets in. :

When we reflect upon what Christ has done for His peo-

ple, we are able to understand why the prophet can speak this
way, using an image like this. For the Messiah coming forth
out of the remnant of Judah brings a fremendous reversal in
the order of things. Of course, the natural order is not totally
overturned, but it is fully renewed. In Christ the labour pains
have been removed; their sting is now gone. For in Christ
the cause of the toil and pain, namely, sin, has been fully dealt
with. His coming brings an end to the punishment that came
over man and woman in the beginning. He comes to take the
penalty, fo reverse the order, to remove the curse.
, Thus, lIsaiah can prophetically speak in jubilant tones
about our age, the New Testament dispensation. In Christ the
penalty is gone; the curse has vanished. Birth precedes la-
bour, blessing precedes pain. The work of Christ reaches out
to the Gentiles, who may be an ingrafted shoot. And for them
the reality of salvation is much richer than it was under the old
covenant. All this Christ gives us, too. We share the reversal
and renewal of all things. We share life before death, joy be-
fore sorrow, birth before labour. That is what Christ's coming
gives us!

For the Lord Jesus Himself returns to Isaiah’s image in
the night of His betrayal, John 16:20ff. Mindful of the sorrow
of the disciples, He nevertheless says that their sorrow will
soon turn to joy. The reversal was coming. The renewal of all
things was imminent, Matt. 19:28. And did it not come when
the Holy Spirit was so richly poured out upon God’s Church,
and when the good news of the preaching spread far and
wide? That is what makes our age so different. To be sure, we
also must endure sorrow and persecution, both from within
and without. We also cannot rely on our own strength. We
also live in a time in which the Church lives as a remnant in
the world. However, it is not like Isaiah’s time today. We have
the gift of God’s blessings, the lifting of the curse, the begin-

ning of eternal joy, the first fruits of the Spirit. Christ has come

in the flesh! He gave His Spirit, through His death and resur-
rection! Therefore we share the gifts of the new order as
old one is being thrown away. And we may share toda
that never ends!
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“Entertainment.

Christian freedom in the Scriptures

in this light it becomes all the
more important and interesting to
see what the Scriptures indeed
teach about Christian liberty. Since
the debate centers especially on the
question of the freedom in Christ,
that freedom which came through
the work of our Lord (“for freedom
Christ has set us free,” Galatians
5:1), we may restrict ourselves
conveniently io the New Testament
Scriptures, although it would be
worthwhile to explore the motif of
“freedom” also in the Old Testa-
ment.'®
The theme of freedom is already
prevalent in Christ’s teachings, but it
is not a freedom which man must
make for himself. Freedom is con-
nected to fruth (“‘the truth will make
you free,”’ John 8:32). Freedom is al-
ways freedom from the guilt, curse,
and power of sin. Freedom in the
truth and freedom from sin is meant
when the Lord says, “So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free in-
deed” (John 8:36). It is evident then
that this Christian freedom is not
something acquired by man, but al-
ways given in Christ! At the same
time it is clear that this “freedom” is
lost immediately when men stray
from the truth and sanction sin.
Freedom does not mean “being
able to do what you want.” The
same elements in the teaching of
the Lord return in the apostolic
teaching: ... having been set free
from sin, [you] have become slaves
of rightecusness’ (Romans 6:18). We
are no longer “under the law” (its
curse and damnation) but “under
grace” (Romans 6:15). This, again,
does not mean that we may live as
~ we please, for freedom means being
restored in and to the service of
~ God! “But now that you have been
free from sin and have become
of God, the return you get is
ification and its end, eternal
mans 8:22). God has set us

free in Christ from sin for service.
Justification by faith, through grace,
indeed, but this justification is fol-
fowed by and becomes apparent in
sanctification and renewal of life.
This new freedom (from self for
service) in Christ is imparted to us
by the Holy Spirit. In this light we un-
derstand the well-known text, “. ..
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there

is freedom’” (Il Corinthians 3:17). it is -

the Spirit who works faith and guides
us in all wisdom. It is the same Spirit
who works ‘sanctification” and
makes us “heartily ready and willing”
to live to God {cf. Heidelberg Cate-
chism, Lord’s Day 1).

All this is relatively simple to
understand, and the question may
therefore be asked, “Why is the mat-
ter of Christian liberty then so com-
plicated and controversial?”’ The an-
swer is that there soon was "an ai-
tack upon Christian freedom’ by the
Judaists.'” Not only did these Juda-
ists maintain the doctrine of justifi-
cation by works, but they also made
mandatory various Old Testament
rules and regulations which had
been fulfilled by Christ. The matier
first came to a head, after Paul's
first missionary frip, in the Church at
Jerusalem where ‘“some believers
who belonged to the party of the
Pharisees rose up and said, ‘It is
necessary to circumcise them [hea-
then-Christians] and to charge them 1o
keep the Law of Moses.”” But it was
decided after some debate o lay no
greater burden upon the heathen-
Christians than these things: abstain
from what is sacrificed to idols, and
from blood, and from what is stran-
gled, and from unchastity (Acts 15:5,
29). The issue, however, was a stub-
born one: time and again the apos-
tles had to batile this Judaism in
the churches.

ltis against this background that
we must understand the many state-
ments about freedom and the admo-
nitions to stay in the freedom of

Christ. No justification by works ang
no return o the ceremonies and ritu-

als of the Mosaic Law! All this is ech-

oed in Art. 25 of the Belgic Confes-

sion, “We believe that the ceremon-
. ies and symboils of the law ceased at

the coming of Christ, and that all the
shadows are accomplished; so that
the use of them must be abolished
among Christians ...." In the New
Covenant it must be fully what was
required essentially already in the
Old: a true and free service from the
heart.

It is against this influence of Ju-
daism that the apostie Paul warns,
e.g., in the letter {o the Galatians and

. defends “our freedom which we have

in Christ Jesus.” The churches are
not to vield to such Judaist pres-
sures, “For freedom Christ has set us
free; stand fast therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery”
(Gal. 5:1). This does not mean that in
the New Testament Church everything
goes, “For you were called to freedom,
brethren; only do not use your free-
dom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love be servants of one
another” (Gal. 5:13). 1t is and remains
“freedom for service” to God and one
another!

This “Christian liberty” is indeed
quite extensive. A Christian may be-
lieve that there is “nothing unclean in
itself” {(Romans 14:14) and that “svery-
thing created by God is good, and
nothing is to be rejected if it is re-
ceived with thanksgiving” (I Timothy
4:4). The Christian is free from “hu-
man precepts and doctrines” which
may have “‘an appearance of wisdom
in promoting rigour of devotion” but
“are of no value in checking the indul- -
gence of the flesh” (Colossians 2:22,
23). This “Christian freedom” is an
important matter, for, if it is take
away, the Church will soon ags
caught up in a maze of human
tions and man-centered pie
leads to the age-old heres
cation by works.




On the other hand, this Christian
liberty is not unlimited. As a matter of
fact, it is a freedom which is not only
bound by the Law of God, but is also
self-restricting. A Christian is called
to restrict himself for the sake of
brethren whose knowledge is lesser
and whose faith is weaker. This free-
dom is to be applied with the discre-
tion of love. When defending the liber-
ty of the Christian, Paul adds, “Only
take care lest this liberty of yours
somehow become a stumblingblock
to the weak’ (I Corinthians 7:9). The
ultimate rule is that we shall seek the
edification and good of the neighbour
(I Corinthians 10:24). Even if we feel
“free” to do something, we must con-
sider whether we give real offense to
our brethren, or not.'® The knife cuts
both ways: we must not quickly take
offense at our neighbour’s actions,
nor be quick to give offense to our
neighbour, even if we feel he is mis-
taken in his views. We shall not bind
others to our opinions, yet always be
prepared to consider the opinions of
others!

| feel that Luther and Calvin pre-
sented an excellently-balanced and
Scriptural view of Christian liberty and
that this view is worth defending today.
Christian freedom is freedom from the
guilt and curse of the Law, which is
fulfilled by Christ, freedom from all
external regulations and precepts of
men, a freedom to be used with the
discretion of love to the edification of
the neighbour and the glory of God. In
this respect | have no quarrel with the
principles adopted regarding Chris-
tian liberty by Synod 1966 of the
Christian Reformed Church.” Anoth-
er point, however, is whether these
principles have been correctly ap-
plied with respect to the ‘“‘amuse-
ments.”

Entertainment

When we now proceed to investi-
gate what implications the above has
for “entertainment,” we should first
establish what we mean by entertain-
ment. The word originally means “to
receive and provide for,” but has
come to take the meaning of “amus-
ing someone.” This would imply that
one party is doing the entertaining,
while another party is being enter-
tained. The modern situation is that a
few are doing the work for many: the
entertainment or recreation of most
people is a passive recreation. It can-
not be denied that the character of
modern media has fostered this pas-
sive recreation, but that the same situ-

ation has precedent in the Roman
arena: thousands were “‘entertained”
by few.

Perhaps the word recreation is
better than the word “entertainment,”
for one simple reason: our free or lei-
sure time does not exist as a goal or
means in itself, for it is intended to
give new vigour for our work. it is not
so that we work only for recreation
(the typical modern T.G.I.F. mentality,
“Thank God, it’s Friday!”), but that
our times of leisure are meant to give
new strength for the work that lies be-
fore us. We need to be replenished,
invigorated, strengthened, and in that
sense: recreated. It is temporary relief
from the work for the work. Concrete-
ly applied to the study society this
means that we do not hurriedly get
the discussion over with in order to
plunge into the entertainment part,
for then the recreative element would
prevail over the real purpose: to study
God’s Word.

I do not think that anyone will ar-
gue the fact that recreation is an im-
portant aspect of our life, also the life
of the study society. A society has a
two-fold purpose: not only to deepen
knowledge of Scripture, but also to
promote fellowship and friendship
among the members. In this sense
the study society is just another in-
strument for shaping communion
among the members of the Church.
Recreation then is a worthwhile activ-
ity. It should be refreshing and edify-
ing, and should fortify a feeling of to-
getherness. Geesink has remarked

goats at the left.

= , Matthew 25:31, 32, 33

" “When the Son of man comes in his glory,

B and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on his glorious throne. Before him will be
gathered all the nations, and he will separate
them one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he
L will place the sheep at his right hand, but the

that especially “informal recreation”
is good to help people overcome “shy-
ness and crudeness,”® and to facili-
tate contacts.

“Redeeming”

This does leave the question,
however, concerning the kind of recre-
ation which we shall pursue. Should
we as Christians engage in secular
forms of recreation (theatres and
dance, e.g.) with the calling or claim
that we are to “redeem” these forms
for Christ and use them in a Christian
manner? You will recall that the Chris-
tian Reformed Synod quite strongly
put forward this notion of redeeming.
If this element was marginal in 1966,
it has become pivotal in 1982.

The verb “to redeem” is used
mostly for people and not for things.
We do read in Colossians 4:5 (KJV),
“Walk in wisdom toward them that
are without, redeeming the time.” The
original verb means “to buy out,” in
the sense: “to make the most of”’ (see
RSV). The element which must have
guided the Christian Reformed Synod
is that “redemption” not only implies
being freed from bondage, but also
restored to a former position.?' The
idea is that we must win back worldly
things for Christ by giving them a
Christian content, on the basis of the
“cultural mandate” | presume.

Itis true that, e.g., in the Old Tes-
tament (Leviticus 25) one may ‘“re-
deem” his possessions or have them
redeemed for him by others. This law
of redemption, however, deals with




matters of inheritance within the cov-
enant people, and it is highly ques-
tionable whether such a line of think-
ing can be applied to secular forms of
entertainment. | am afraid that this
notion of ‘“‘redeeming” (a better ex-
pression, perhaps, would be: reclaim-
ing) comes more from modern theolo-
gy than from the Scriptures: as Christ
redeemed us, so we must now ‘re-
deem” (in the sense of reclaiming)
creation. But, if | understand it well,
we are called to “‘expose’” the unfruit-
ful works of darkness, not to ‘‘re-
deem” them (Ephesians 5:11). Could
it be that the “theology of seculariza-
tion” is creeping into Reformed think-
ing)?

A good film can be made, but a
“bad film”’ cannot be redeemed. Simi-
larly a worldly form of expression (the
dance) cannot be redeemed either, be-
cause it was never “Christian” to start
with. It was heathen culture which first
discovered and subsequently deformed
dancing into blatant eroticism, con-
necting it with “courtship, puberty and
fertility rites.”?® Someone like Mick
Jagger of the Rolling Stones — who
knows modern dancing better than
many others — frankly admits, “All
dancing is a replacement for sex.”’?* It
is therefore imperative not to incor-
porate dancing as a legitimate seg-
ment of our recreation, especially
since the youth do not desire square-
dancing but social dancing and pos-
sibly even disco.

We must be very careful that this
“redeeming’’ does not become a cov-
er-up for mere “imitation” of the world-
ly forms. It strikes me that what is pre-
sented as “Christian entertainment”
is often a softened form but neverthe-
less an imitation of secular entertain-
ment. Perhaps this is due to the great
influence which secular entertain-
ment has on us. Anything that does
not “look” like the original, cannot
really satisfy. Instead of our “Chris-
tianizing” the secular world, we rath-
er run the risk of falling into a secular-
ized Christianity.! | have not become
convinced by the Christian Reformed
motif of “redeeming.”

Christian Freedom and Entertainment

The question remains: what free-
dom do we then still have with re-
spect to entertainment, or better, rec-
reation? | feel then that a general rule
must apply: we are free to engage in
any activity which does not conflict
with the Word of God and which is
edifying and stimulating for all in-
volved. | realize that this is a general
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statement and that many would, per-
haps, prefer a more concrete ruling in
order to stem “the tide of worldliness”
as the Christian Reformed Synod at-
tempted in 1926.

But we must avoid the two pit-
falls of escapism. We should not look
with envy at the casuistry of Roman
Catholic moral theology, where every-
thing is “cut and dried” by pre-set
rules and regulations. Neither should
we feel that the Reformation has de-
nied us the ‘solid undergirding”
which we need.?® We should not, out
of fear of certain rules, run into liber-
tinism, where everything is sanctioned
under the cloak of Christian liberty.
We should also not, out of fear of
breaking loose, run into legalism, into
a rigorous abstinence which only af-
fords a false security. Upholding
sound Christian morals, we shall
avoid all sectarian moralism.

There is a difference, too, be-
tween what we do privately and pub-
licly. Paul has written, “For why
should my liberty be determined by
another man’s scruples?” (I Corinthi-
ans 10:29). If | am convinced that what
I am doing is not contrary to the Word
of God and | partake with thankful-
ness, what is that to my neighbour
who is not involved or implicated? In
this respect we are told not to judge
our neighbour, ... for it is before his
own Master that he stands or falls”
and “‘so each of us shall give account
of himself to God” (Romans 14:4, 12).
Whenever something, however, is or-
ganized for the recreation of many,
we shall take into account also the
viewpoints of others and arrive at
those activities which are mutually
considered edifying. Then we shall
“try to please all men” in everything
we do (I Corinthians 10:32). While no
one need to dictate to me how | shall
live my personal life (except the Lord),
so we shall all decide together with
respect to our communal recreative
activities.

Study Societies and Fellowship

The study society’s main pur-
pose, indeed, is to engage together in
the examination and learning of God’s
Word. At the same time the society
provides an excellent opportunity to
foster true Christian fellowship. As
stated earlier, there is room and rea-
son for the recreative element. But
then the activities organized should be
of such a nature that everyone can
participate. In my opinion, therefore,
the society should not be too con-
cerned with providing “passive enter-

tainment,” where a few are prevailed

upon to amuse many.

The first form of participatory rec-
reation is the free intermission, when
members can mingle informally and
engage in mutual conversation. It is
not so that something must always be
organized, for the free association of
the members can be relaxing and stim-
ulating. | know that during intermis-
sions, regular groups tend to form,
and the members should see to it that
they approach those members also
who leave themselves out or are left
out. It is here that we begin to help
others overcome their shyness and
tendency to withdraw. It is here also
that personal contacts are laid which
might be pursued privately.

If for annual meetings and rallies
special “‘entertainment events” must
be organized, there is a variety of pos-
sibilities which can be explored and
utilized, depending on the enthusiasm
and talents of the members. Commu-
nal singing, light drama, and amateur
film-making, e.g., are avenues which
should seriously be considered. These
forms do not have to be “redeemed,”
but may simply be used for mutual edi-
fication.

There is also a large variety of
communal sports activities from
which to choose, depending on the
season and the facilities. Car rallies,
swimming, skating, bowling, and
sports such as baseball and volleyball
have in the past provided much enjoy-
ment, and there is no reason why such
events now cease to be of true recrea-
tive quality.

If much of the above is consid-
ered to be too “tame” and boring by
the majority of the youth, we should
ask ourselves the question whether
we have already not accustomed our-
selves too much to a worldly style of
entertainment. Many events are mar-
red by excessive drinking of alcoholic
beverages and indulgence in vandal-
ism. In this respect sometimes our
youth go even farther than many youths
of the world. It must be a standing rule
that no alcoholic beverages are per-
mitted at society functions and those
who do bring such materials in should
be suspended from the activities forth-
with. Here, certainly, “discipline” must
be maintained, if need be by the office-
bearers in the Church.

We are not isolated from the cul-
ture in which we live. We undergo the
influence of this culture in more ways
and to a greater extent than we possi-
bly realize ourselves. Of great impor-
tance in someone’s life is who his
friends are and whose fellowship he



i great importance is also the
h his community maintains,
grything is done to mutual
tion according to the Word of
i that Word is at the core of our
_life and if our striving is indeed mutual
-edification, we will have little prob-
~ lems with “entertainment,” even in the
~changing attitudes of our times. If
these things are not the basis and pur-
pose of our lives, we have already in-
wardly succumbed to the world and
witl be slowly but steadily enslaved by
the forms of this world.
Christian freedom is a great gift.
We shall defend it also over against a
corrupt and ensiaved world. Also in en-
tertainment or recreation we shall re-
main free from sin and free for service,

CL. STAM
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No Generation Gap? cow

Bridging the "Gap”?

Firsi, let’'s bridge the gap between
this second instalment on the subject
and the first. The “gap” is not a differ-
ence in age between two or more gen-
erations; it is a break-up of communi-
cation between, for example, grandpar-
ents and grandchildren.

Without generalizing or accusing,
| wondered whether some grandpar-
ents did not create or even widen that
gap from their side. All this, of course,
comes from our conviction that the
LORD does not want that gap but fikes
communication.

Now we will approach the gap
from the other side.

What about the grandchildren?

It is fashionable and customary to
complain about the “younger genera-
tion.” The present old one was also
young once. | want to break with that
fashionable custom, therefore. | am no
longer so sure that (of course again “in
general”) grandparents are “betier”
than grandchiidren. Grandparents who
know themselves should be the last
ones to proclaim that nonsense. Yes,
there is a difference, in experience to
begin with, and hopefully also in wis-
dom. But there is also the undeniable
fact that nowadays young people grow
up faster and are “adults” sooner than
about half a century ago. in this re-
spect “our” young people are no differ-
ent from those “outside.”

Yet, something has changed.

I'm not tatking now about the be-
haviour of teenagers at home, although
I've heard some dark sayings about
that. | would like to say something on
the way our beloved young people act
in their activities and organizations. |
remember that, when | was their age
{and that’s not that long age), we had
our conventions, our study congresses,
our “Bondsdagen.” | remember two
things about them that, to my knowi-
edge, have by now completely disap-
peared.

In the first place, on such occa-
sions there were as many older ones
present as there were younger ones.
Parents and grandparenis showed
their interest and were obviously wel-
come. Not now anymore.

In the second place, such conven-
tions were in the leading hands of old-
er pecple. | know, that is still the case
outside our small circle. | have seen

proof of that in Calvinist Contact and
other magazines. My impression: good
leadership, enthusiasm, sven glory to
Christ!

It seems to me {| want to be care-
ful) that on the local as well as on the
inter-local level today’'s young genera-
tion — in our midst at least — no long-
er like it that way. They want to be on
their own. They don't need (so they
think} older and wiser men and women
to give guidance. If | am not too far
from the truth here, then | must say
that the “gap” between the genera-
tions Is not bridged by the young
either. Maybe it is even widened be-
cause they think that parents, let alonse
grandparents, are so old-fashioned in
their ideas, etc., that they can do no
good for them. | hope | am wrong, of
course. Maybe the in-betwsen genera-
tion, the parents, have just given up
and gone on strike in this respect. But
if | am not totally wrong, it’s a bad situ-
ation.

Solution?

This little corner holds no room for
solutions, only for “leftovers.” But lam
convinced there /s a gap, and the guilt
lies on both sides. Maybe it is — on
both sides!! — a form of “worldliness.”
if s0: Do not be conformed to this world
but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that vou may prove what is
the will of God, what is good and ac-
ceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2).
For the LORD had something different
from a generation-gap in mind when
His finger wrote in stone: “l the LORD
vour God am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the chil-
dren to the third {grandchildren} and
fourth {great-grandchildren) generation,
BUT showing steadfast love to the
generations of those who love Me and
keep My commandments.

CHRONICLER

NOTE: After | had writlen the first in-

stalment on "“No Generation
Gap?” someone told me about
and office-bearers’ conference
where pastoral care for the gl
derly was discussed. It was ¢ob-
vious that things were said -
that are similar to some ot my |
remarks. I'm glad I'm not the

only one who thinks thisway. |
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that we are “brethren” in that great sense of the word.
Together with the churches that have delegated us, we
have the privilege of being one large spiritual family.

For approximately two weeks we hope to dwell to-
gether. From all directions we have come to this place
— just as the ancient Israelites came from all directions
to the great festivals. This is good and pleasant. It stim-
ulates and encourages. And it draws the attention of
others. It may strengthen the churches that sent us. For
we all are living in the midst of a hostile world. Hostility
is not of the same degree everywhere in the world. There
are churches and believers who have to suffer under it
more than their fellow Christians in other countries. But
everywhere opposition is offered against the gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Christ of the Scriptures. Be-
cause of that it is good and pleasant to dwell together.
And we must call out to one another: “Behold!”” Some-
thing can be seen. Let us pay some good attention to it!

3. What exactly, then, is it that gives strength and
encourages? This we are told at the end of the Psalm:
“. .. for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even
life for evermore.” In days of old this was very clear. For
the blessing of the LORD was imposed upon the peo-
ple, on the brethren who were dwelling together in unity
in the sanctuary. A strong term is used: ‘“‘commanded.”
“The LORD commanded the blessing.” This blessing is
personified and given a command by God. It consists
of: “life for evermore,” of spiritual as well as material
gifts which together form life, true life, a life that lasts
forever.

4. Once again, we are not here in the temple, and
this meeting is not a church service under the New
Testament. Yet we all have been called to one and the
same service of the LORD. We have come together be-
cause of that common service, in order to be strength-
ened and encouraged, and in order to pass this encour-
agement on to the churches that sent us — if, as we
really hope, we can come to the exercising of a strong
fellowship through the proposed International Confer-
ence of Reformed Churches. Because of that, we have
access to the throne of grace and can ask for God’s
blessing. We can plead on the ground of the promise
given to us here in Psalm 133.

5. In the same faith and the same awareness of
having been put in the same service of God and His
Christ, our forefathers, in the days of the Great Refor-
mation of the 16th century, undertook all sorts of activ-
ities. They tried to establish a confessional unity on the
basis of the underlying unity of faith.

Not for nothing did we select Psalm 133. For this
song became the motto of a certain document that —
be it indirectly — was the consequence of one of the ef-
forts undertaken during the age of the Reformation to
bring the brethren together. | have in mind the Harmon-
ia Confessionum of the year 1581. | hope to come back
to this document later.

This brings us to history. Several efforts were made
to make the brethren dwell together in unity, and join
hands in the common struggle against the common en-
emy, and in that way encourage one another. For it is
indeed very important that we, too, are going to dwell
together, not only for these two weeks, but also as church-
es in a certain organization and according to Psalm 133.
But it is also of great significance to realize that we are
lining up with several generations that went before us
in church history, and following the faithful ones through-
out the ages. The King of the church, our Lord Jesus
Christ, has not given us a place in church history for

nothing! We can even say that the motto of the Har-
monia Confessionum, that is to say Psalm 133, is typi-
cal of the desire for true unity which we can distinguish
among those people who wanted to live according to
the Word of God.

6. This is already apparent at the very beginning of
the Reformation of the 16th century. After a discussion
with Cardinal Cajetanus at Augsburg — which had no
positive result — Martin Luther appealed to a general
council of the church. This is well-known. However, our
impression is that not many people realize the import
of this action. Luther was very serious in this respect
and must be taken seriously. Most likely he had been
advised by some of his juridically trained friends. On

. the 28th of November 1518 he appeared, together with

some witnesses, before a solicitor, using an official
form, the so-called parisian form. He repeated this ac-
tion on the 17th of November 1520 after having received
the papal bull of June 15th.

This was a very important action. If the result would
have been positive, it could have been a great blessing
for the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. By an official
act the church of those days would have returned to the
Scriptural track of the ancient Christian church and its
great general councils. For Luther asked for a free, uni-
versal, and Christian council.

These three adjectives are very important. By “free”
Luther meant a council that would not be convened by
the pope, nor be under his control or censorship. He
was of the opinion that a council was superior to the
pope in matters of faith. Such a council should be “uni-
versal,” which means: churches from all sorts of coun-
tries should be represented, just as was the case at the
great councils of Nicea, Constantinople, Ephesus, and
Chalcedon. It should also be “Christéan’: its resolutions
and statements should be based on the Scriptures only.

By appealing to such a free, universal, and Chris-
tian council, Martin Luther put the church on a sound
and important track, that of living together in a sort of
federation of churches. This was also strongly empha-
sized and supported by John Calvin.

Surely, general councils have no absolute authority
in Luther’s opinion. The universal church had the last
and final word, that is to say, the national churches —
as we would say, the local congregations. For they had
to compare the council’s actions with the Word of God.
That way Luther tried to bring the church back in line
with the old Christian councils. It is really striking that
the Reformers had deep respect for these councils.

Seeing this character of Luther’s appeal to a gener-
al council, we may understand now that the pope did
not want to lose control at any cost. He offered strong
opposition against the idea of a council being superior
to the pope in matters of faith. Several popes had taken
the same stand before. Even more than once a prohibi-
tion was issued to appeal from the pope to a council.

Since Martin Luther did not acknowledge this pro-
hibition, we can consider the convening of what later
would become the Council of Trent as a response to Lu-
ther’s wishes. For it was convened and controlled by
the pope. This fact, then, decided on the attitude taken
by the Reformers. The question whether or not some
delegates should be sent to the council was seriously
considered and discussed among them. It seems that at
least a nominally Lutheran delegation attended Trent in
the period of 1551-1552, and also that John Calvin and
his colleague, Pierre Viret, genuinely intended to attend
and participate in the council at that time but could not
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do so due to certain circumstances. However, the ma-
jority of them, after some brief consideration, respond-
ed in the negative. But anyhow, they all took the council
seriously. They hoped it would be organized and held in
the line of the old great councils. As soon as it appeared
to be entirely different, they started to act and write on
Trent in a declining and rejecting way.

7. We may repeat that also from the side of the Re-
formed people the convening of a general council was
considered to be of great significance. They were of the
opinion that such a council — just as in earlier days —
could be a good instrument in upholding the pure doc-
trine and keeping true faith, or in leading the church to-
wards reformation. Luther’s alternative was a national
synod. Even this may prove that he considered living in
a federation of churches to be of great importance. To
use the words of Psalm 133, they heartily could say
“amen’’ to what it says: ‘“Behold, how great and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.”

8. It is no wonder, then, that Henry Bullinger, Ulrich
Zwingli’s successor in Zirich, in the year 1561 wrote a
booklet on the councils. It may be useful to pass on a
few lines from this booklet. In his Introduction he wrote:
“For many years a good number of people have been
speaking about a general council. They expect it to re-
pair the damage which has been caused by the serious
and harmful disputes that are going on in the Christian

world, and to restore the church, which in many re-

spects has fallen into decay. They are desirous of a le-
gal reformation. | myself am of the opinion that there is
no reason for despair, if only a legitimate council would
be convened in an orderly way. But no improvement can
be expected if it would be held according to papal ar-
rangement and procedure. On the contrary, it would re-
sult in cruel rebellion and dreadful wars.”

His booklet has two main sections. The first is on
the meeting in Jerusalem, Acts 15, and what it can teach
us for peace and reformation of the church. The second
deals with the papal councils and their damaging re-
sults. The present council — that of Trent, which had
been going on for some time when Bullinger published
this booklet — cannot be expected to bring peace and
reformation. It will only cause serious troubles, revolu-
tions, and wars.

Bullinger, too, often refers to the great councils of
the early Christian era and would like the church to get
in line with them. He, too, did not take a negative stand
over against councils and other forms of living together
as churches, as if these would be totally insignificant.
On the contrary, he deemed living in a sort of federation
of churches very valuable.

9. Here again we could learn something for our own
plans. We should not limit ourselves to a negative judg-
ment concerning organizations like the World Council
of Churches, the Reformed Ecumenical Synod, and oth-
ers. But we have to take into account the Scriptures
that consider the dwelling together of brethren to be
useful for the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

10. With this man, Henry Bullinger, John Calvin
rather frequently discussed, both orally and by corre-
spondence, the urgency and possibility of “Ziirich” and
“Geneva’’ going together. This, then, resulted in the ac-
ceptance of the Consensus Tigurinus in the year 1549.
More than once Calvin contacted Bullinger in relation to
the plans to hold religious talks with the Lutherans and
to draw up an inventory of the divergencies and con-
formities between Lutherans and Reformed people.

11. John Calvin also frequently published on the
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subject of councils, of course in relation to the Council
of Trent in particular. He did so in his famous Institutes,
chapter IX of Book IV, with the heading “Of Councils
and their authority.”

Some other publications from his hands are Acta
Synodi Tridentinae cum Antidoto, 1547, and Mémoire
sur le consile. In his voluminous correspondence we
find several letters devoted to the councils and the ef-
forts of establishing church unity. It is characteristic
that Calvin frequently used the term ‘“‘consensus” in his
writings.

12. However, his correspondence with Thomas
Cranmer is best-known. Cranmer, the archbishop of
Canterbury, was of great importance to the Reformation
in England. In a letter to Bullinger he drew up a plan for
a synod of “the most learned and eminent men,” who
should come together in England or somewhere else
“in order to talk about the pure doctrine of the church
and in particular about an agreement regarding the con-
troversy on the sacraments.” King Edward VI deemed
this to be of great use for the sake of the Christian faith.

Cranmer wrote a similar letter to John Calvin: “| of-
ten have wished, and still continue to do so, that learned
and Godly men, who are eminent for erudition and judg-
ment, might meet together in some place of safety,
where, by taking counsel together and comparing their
respective opinions, they might deal with all the heads
of ecclesiastical doctrine and hand down to posterity
an authoritative work not only on the articles of the faith
themselves but also on their wordings.”

Over against Trent such a council could serve to re-
fute the Roman heresy, restore the pure doctrine, and
accomplish a consensus on the Lord’s Supper. In spite
of the fact that Cranmer was clearly thinking about a
commonly accepted confession of faith, in particular on
the Lord’s Supper, the plan was considered to be rather
vague.

From the response which John Calvin sent to Cran-
mer we quote the following lines: “Rightly and wisely,
illustrious gentleman, you are of the opinion that in the
present confusing situation of the church there is no
better remedy than for some pious, wise men, who have
been well trained in God’s school, to come together in
order to profess their agreement concerning the doc-
trine of Godliness.” And also this: If only it could be
achieved that “grave and learned men from the princi-
pal churches might meet together at a place appointed
and, after diligent consideration of each article of the
faith, hand down to posterity a definite form of doctrine
according to their united opinion.” For in his opinion it
was ‘“to be reckoned among the greatest evils of our
time that the churches are so estranged from one an-
other that human intercourse of society scarcely has a
place among us, let alone the holy communion of the
members of Christ which all persons profess with their
lips, but which few sincerely honour with their actions.”
According to these last words Calvin was convinced
that it is not sufficient to ascertain a unity of faith, but
that it must be made visible through exercising it.

Further on in his letter we read a sentence which
has more or less become famous: “I would not shrink
from crossing ten seas, should that be necessary, for
the purpose of attending such a gathering. There would
be sufficient reason for me to do so even if | could be
helpful to the Kingdom of England only. But now that a
serious Scripturally founded consensus of learned men
is required, for the purpose of which churches that are
located far from one another should unite themselves, |



n that neither energy nor pains should

ntime, Cranmer had to inform Calvin that
Id not be carried out. He had also sent a
» Melanchthon, but the latter never responded
er answered that this was not a suitable
at sort of a council seeing that Germany and
were waging war against each other.
3. Yet the line that was included in Thomas Cran-
~mer’s plan and which came to the fore in John Calvin’s
response as well — that of trying to compose a com-
mon confession of faith for all evangelical churches in
Europe — was taken up again at a later stage.

And so we are now close to the Harmonia Confes-
sionum which we mentioned at the beginning, the mot-
to of which we quoted: the words from Psalm 133: Ecce
qguam bonum et quam iucundum est consentire fratres
in unum, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.”

14. But first we have to make mention of something
else that proved that the Reformers did not completely
write off the Church of Rome but desired to put it back
on the track of the ancient Christian church. In the year
1561 Catharina de Medici, who was the regent of young
King Charles X of France, tried to pacify Roman Catho-
lics and Reformed. She arranged a colloguium at Pois-
sy, a suburb of the city of Paris. John Calvin could not

wanted the Protestants to establi:
she herself, the Huguenots, and the Dur
would be protected against Rome. For thi
sent several envoys to the European continent.
efforts, which were more of a political than of
ous character, failed. '

One of these envoys visited Count John Casim
the Palatinate, who had a long discussion with him
about a possible general agreement between the Re-
formed churches, which could produce a common con-
fession of faith. John Casimir wanted to contact the
churches of France, The Netherlands, Switzerland, and
Poland. He also wanted the queen of England to sup-
port his plans with her authority. This would make some
impression upon the Lutherans and the Roman Catho-
lics. The queen ought to send some delegates from En-
gland. He also wanted the church of Scotland to attend.

Elizabeth’s plans were not realized, but the Con-
vent took place. It made arrangements for the writing of
a common confession for all the Reformed churches.
Originally, Zacharias Ursinus, one of the authors of the
Heidelberg Catechism, was approached. But he was
prevented from doing it. Then Hieronymus Zanchius,
who had been appointed as Ursinus’ deputy, set to work.
At the next meeting, to be held in the year 1578, it was
to be finalized and adopted.

Zanchius, indeed, wrote a draft and sent it to Gene-

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for

brethren to dwell together in unity.”’

attend. He was already ill. Theodor Beza took his place
as head of a Reformed delegation. Certainly, the Roman
Catholics called for submission of the Reformed dele-
gates to the pope’s authority. Yet it came to a discus-
sion. However, as soon as the papal nuncio arrived he
referred to the Council of Trent as the only authorized
body to make decisions. That way even this effort failed.

But in the meantime the Reformed people proved
once again that they did not take a negative stand to all
sorts of contacts. They did not put off the Church of
Rome as a partner in discussions and wanted to seri-
ously carry through the reformation of the church. They
really desired the dwelling together as brethren, in
obedience to and under the blessing of God’s Word.

15. The Church of Rome appeared to be unwaver-
ing. Because of that some more efforts were made to
promote the unity among the Protestants. This resulted
in the Convent of Frankfurt, which was held in the year
1577. It was closely related to the strong controversy
that had developed between the Lutherans and the Re-
formed, since among the former the followers of Philip
Melanchthon had lost much of their influence. The Lu-
therans had taken a stronger stand over against the Re-
formed people than before. They were on their way to
accepting an extreme-Lutheran confession regarding
the Lord’s Supper, the Formula Concordiae. lts accep-
ce would mean a definite split between the two groups.

. The prelude to this Convent coincided with an ac-
“'ertaken by Queen Elizabeth | of England. She

a (Beza), Zurich, and some more places. But Geneva
could not approve of it. Another plan was made there:
to publish a Harmonia Confessionum, a collection of all
the Reformed confessions. This way the material con-
sensus between the respective Reformed churches
would be shown. Besides, no blood-sealed confession
would be subordinated to others. This Harmonia Con-
fessionum was published in the year 1581. Even the
original Lutheran confessions were included, to coun-
terbalance the Formula Concordiae. Its motto was, as
we mentioned before, the well-known line from Psalm
133 on the dwelling together in unity of the brethren.

16. Again this may teach us some lessons; for ex-
ample this: that, even if the old ideal of a common con-
fession of faith for all the Reformed churches cannot be
realized, there is the alternative of making an inventory
of the similarities and the divergencies between the
churches.

As for our Constituent Assembly, we hope to be do-
ing this, be it in a modest measure. In our opinion this
has to be done before we will be able to organize a real
International Conference of Reformed Churches. We
have to know where we stand with one another in the e
unity of faith according to Psalm 133.

In this light the tabling of some of the “papefs”
must be considered, those on the confessions of
and on church-political matters. Doing so — anc
something really important — we are in lin
tory. Together with the fathers of the great R




we go back to the ancient Christian church, which in
her councils had the privilege of keeping that which
was committed to her trust by the apostles, and through
them by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. What we are
doing is very modest in character and quantity. We def-
initely do not claim to be on a level with the ancient
councils and the activities of the days of the Reforma-
tion regarding a consensus. Yet we are of the opinion
that the simple work we are going to do during this meet-
ing is important. This is why we could ask for God’s
blessing with a good conscience.

17. We'can be brief on the efforts which were un-
dertaken later. One of them was made in the beginning
of the 17th century. The name of Pierre du Moulin, a
Frenchman, is related to it. He, too, wanted to create a
form of unity between the respective churches. He
tried to get the support of the princes of those coun-
tries that had withdrawn from the pope’s jurisdiction.
King James | of England — well-known from the “King
James Version’ of the Bible — was very important to
him. Du Moulin wanted the French, Dutch, and Swiss
churches to send two delegates each, and the German
principalities one or two each. It would be fine if the Lu-
theran rulers could be made interested as well, among
others the king of Denmark and the princes of Saxony
and Brunswick.

The province of Zeeland in The Netherlands would
be a suitable place, according to him. All the respective
confessions should be tabled and made to one single
confession, which should be accepted by the rulers and
the national synods. A formal proposal was made at the
synod of the French churches held in the year 1614.
With the approval and support of Philip du Plessis-Mor-
nay, the leader of the Huguenots, du Moulin went to En-
gland the next year in order to personally discuss his
plan with King James.

18. The Synod of Dordrecht 1618/19 did not official-
ly deal with the plan. But it was indeed discussed in the
lobbies. If it had been discussed and accepted at this
synod, the Canons of Dort would never have been writ-
ten, and the Belgic Confession of Faith would have had
to abandon the field, while the Westminster Standards
might never have come into existence. And today —
just to continue our fantasies for a moment — we would
be together here on the basis of one common confes-
sion of faith.

But let us return to reality. One of the counteract-
ing factors was that du Moulin, who had been delegated
to “Dordrecht” by the French churches, was prohibited
from leaving the country. His king had forbidden him
and his fellow delegates to leave for The Netherlands.
Therefore du Moulin laid his plans before a number of
theologians who would attend the Synod of Dordrecht.

The synod’s chairman, the Rev. Bogerman, seems
to have played a prominent role in this matter. Ultimate-
ly, he came to the conclusion that the synod had no
authority to replace the Belgic Confession by any other.
Besides, there were some considerable differences in
church policy: King James was a strong supporter of
the bishop’s office. A better way would be for the re-
spective national churches to approve one another’s
confessions and not make any amendments without the
consent of the other churches.

19. If our dwelling together of these two weeks
would result in the entering into a formal relationship,
we might consider doing the same in the future. In this
respect it is without any doubt very useful, during these
weeks, to have a look at some of the divergencies in our
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various confessions and church orders.

20. Anyhow, from what we have seen from history,
it may be clear that the confessions of the churches
have played and are still playing a prominent role in the
matter of church unity. For this reason the Draft Consti-
tution for an International Conference of Reformed
Churches not only speaks of having some Scriptural
confessions of faith but also of adhering and being
faithful to them. They really have to function in the church-
es concerned!

In this respect our being together and the organiza-
tion we have planned is distinct from the situation in
the Reformed Ecumenical Synod. In its “foundation”
the RES refers to all kinds of confessions, but it unfor-
tunately tolerates churches that are not faithful to their
own confessions, e.g., the “synodical”’ churhces here in
The Netherlands, and the Christian Reformed Church in
the United States and Canada.

We differ even more strongly from the World Coun-
cil of Churches. This organization, indeed, has a “Con-
stitution” that must be signed by all the member churches.
But in the meantime it leaves them free in the interpre-
tation and understanding of this constitution. It is no
wonder that all sorts of heresies are tolerated.

It is interesting to hear from these quarters that
some efforts are being made to write one single confes-
sion of faith that is intended to be accepted by the whole
ecclesiastical world. At first sight this plan may resem-
ble the Reformers’ ideal. Yet the gap is world-wide.
For the supporters of this idea are of the opinion that it
is high time to write a confession which expresses what
is occupying the minds of the people of this era, e.g.,
the struggle against the “sin” of discrimination in any
respect, the battle against poverty and for disarmament.
They deem the ancient creeds, e.g., the Nicene Creed,
to be useless, for these lack those elements. Therefore
they want to formulate a better confession of faith. But
this way they fundamentally differ from the Reformers
who desired to lead the Christian church back to the
truth of the Scriptures as it was confessed in a pure and
faithful way in the ancient creeds and by the great coun-
cils.

Since we in our proposed organization want to fol-
low the same track, we take a stand that fundamentally
differs from this horizontalism. There is an unbridge-
able gap between the WCC and us!

21. We would like to touch lightly on a few more
historical facts. In Scotland as well as in England the
desire to have international meetings was recorded in
some official documents.

The Second Book of Discipline of the Church of
Scotland, 1578, mentions four ecclesiastical assem-
blies: one consisting of “particular kirkis and congrega-
tionis,” another of a province, a third one of the whole
nation, and finally ““of all and divers nationis professing
ane Jesus Chryst.”

The English Book of Discipline, 1587, finishes with
the following sentence: “Thus much for particular meet-
ings, the universal followeth, which is called a general
or oecumenical council, which is a meeting of the cho-
sen men of every national synod.”

And The Form of Presbyterial Church-Government,
that is to say, the Presbyterian Church Order, dating
back to the year 1645, under the heading ““Of Synodical
Assemblies” had: “Synodical assemblies may lawfully
be of several sorts, as provincial, national, and oecu-
menical.”

22. Up till now we have not made any mention of
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The Constituent Assembly of the International Con-
ference of Reformed Churches which was held from
October 26 - November 4, 1982, in Groningen, The
Netherlands, is now history. For nine days delegates
from nine churches and from five continents met to-
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Psalmist stresses the fact that even though the church
is in difficult circumstances, yet it can take courage in
the knowledge that the LORD does not change. His
promises remain true and certain. This becomes even
more clear when we turn to the New Testament and
behold the person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The entire history of the church points to the great real-
ity that Jesus Christ remains the same. He cares for His
people in all times and circumstances. Certainly the
delegates gathered in Groningen, said the Rev. Bruning,
can testify to that fact as they look back over the history
of their respective churches. .
In addition, he said, the fact that Christ cares for H'
own is proven in that He allows this gathering to
place. And then it is good that at the very outset o
meetings all attention is directed to the confes
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,
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of God must work, and not upon any other. All false
teachings must be rejected and all false fellowship must
be denied. Even if it stands alone, the church must stand
on the solid foundation of the Word of God; and that
applies to this gathering too. Only in faithfulness to the
Word of the Lord and the Lord of the Word must it do its
work.

Once the Rev. Bruning had concluded his medita-
tion, the Rev. D.W.H. Thomas of Northern Ireland led the
meeting in prayer, after which Psalm 84 was sung and
the meeting came to a close. Thereafter an opportunity
was given for fellowship and introductions to the hosts
and hostesses of the delegates.

The Constituent Assembly Opens

On Tuesday morning, October 26, the delegates
from the various churches gathered together in the
Refajah Church for the opening session. On behalf of the
Reformed Churches in The Netherlands, the Rev. G. van
Rongen opened the meeting. He welcomed all of the
delegates and spoke an opening word (the contents of
which can be found elsewhere in this magazine). In it he
pointed to the past and the attempts that have been
made in the history of the church to come to greater
unity in doctrine and practice on an international level.
In closing, he expressed the opinion that in this Assem-
bly “we are lining up with the ancient Christian church
and its four great ecumenical councils, and also with the
Reformers and their spiritual posterity.”

Immediately after his address, the Rev. G. van
Rongen proposed, on behalf of the convening and host-
ing church, the Reformed Churches in The Netherlands,
that the following executive be appointed: Chairman —
the Rev. G. van Rongen of The Netherlands, Vice-Chair-
man — the Rev. K. Bruning of Australia, Clerk — the Rev.
M. van Beveren of Canada. This proposal was accept-
able to all the participants. Next, he presented, also on
behalf of the Dutch churches and deputies, a number of
recommendations regarding the actual proceedings of
the meetings. They related to the agenda, the timetable
of events, the press, the actual sessions, etc. These too
were deemed acceptable by the delegates.

The Churches Represented

After this each of the churches represented re-
ceived an opportunity to introduce itself. The churches
present and their delegates were as follows:

The Free Reformed Churches of Australia
— Rev. K. Bruningand Dr. S.G. Hur
The Canadian Reformed Churches
— Rev. M.van Beveren and Rev. J. Visscher
The Reformed Presbyterian Church of Taiwan, S.P.
— Rev. J.Y.Lin
The Presbyterian Church in Korea
— Dr.K.S. Lee
The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland
— Rev. D.W.H. Thomas
The Free Church of Scotland
— Rev. D. Lamont and Rev. J.N. Macleod
The Free Reformed Churches in South Africa
— Rev. K.J. Kapteyn and Elder J. Moes
The Reformed Churches on East-Sumba/Savu
— Rev. J. Klamer and Rev. C. van Kalkeren
The Reformed Churches in The Netherlands
— Dr. K. Deddens and Rev. G. van Rongen

It should be noted that the above churches were
invited by the host church, the Reformed Churches of
The Netherlands, to attend the Assembly. They were

512

invited by virtue of the fact that the Dutch churches
either have ecclesiastical fellowship or temporary
ecclesiastical contact with these churches. Churches
which belong to either of these two categories, but
which for one reason or another were not able to come,
include the Korean Presbyterian Church of S3o Paolo,
Brazil, the Dutch Reformed Church of Sri Lanka, the Re-
formed Church of Japan, and the Reformed Churches in
South Africa. The first was not represented due to the
passing of its minister. The second church was slated to
be present but certain difficulties arose with the delega-
tion. The third church had to excuse itself due to the fact
that their General Assembly was scheduled to meet at
the same time as the Constituent Assembly. As for the
last church, it was absent due to the fact that adequate
progress had not been made in establishing temporary
ecclesiastical contact between it and the inviting Dutch
churches.

In all, then, there were fifteen delegates at the
Constituent Assembly. Dr. B.S. Oh was to have repre-
sented the Korean churches along with Dr. Lee; however,
the heavy workload related to his being rector of the Col-
lege and Seminary in Pusan made that impossible. The
churches on East-Sumba/Savu considered themselves
too small and bereft of manpower to send their own
representatives and asked the Rev. Klamer and the Rev.
van Kalkeren, two former missionaries, to stand in for
them.

Discussion — Proposed Dutch Constitution

Once the introductions were concluded, the Assem-
bly went over to a discussion of the draft Constitution
that the Dutch deputies had written and distributed
beforehand to the delegates. In these preliminary
remarks a strong plea was made by both the Irish and
Scottish delegates not to establish a conference that
recognizes only one set of Reformational confessions,
namely, the Three Forms of Unity, and one particular
polity, namely, that of Dort, but also to give due recogni-
tion to the Reformational confessions of other coun-
tries, for example, England, Scotland, France, Switzer-
land, etc. The same applies to the matter of polity; there,
too, other Reformed polities must be recognized as
legitimate as well. In short, these brothers feared that
the confessions and polity of one church, the Dutch, and
its sister churches, would become the touchstones and
exclusive hallmarks of what it means to be Reformed.
The Conference, according to them, should be a truly
international one, one that gives equal weight to the Re-
formed and the Presbyterian traditions, if one can speak
oftwo basic “traditions.”

No sooner had the Irish and Scottish delegates
made their point, when the delegate from South Africa
rose to react to the draft and in so doing proposed the
exact point that the former delegates wanted so much to
avoid. The delegate expressed the opinion that in the
basis of the Constitution only the Three Forms of Unity
should be mentioned. That should suffice for all of the
participants. He also suggested that it would be better
to speak about “Conferences’ than about Conference in
the singular.

For their part, the Canadian delegates made a
number of critical remarks dealing with the proposed
basis, the participants, and other aspects of the draft.
They criticized the fact that the Dutch churches kept to
themselves the power of determining who should or
should not be invited to the Assembly, and as such
rejected the request also to invite the Orthodox Presby-
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terian Church. They also presented an alternate draft
Constitution which was considerably more extensive
than the Dutch submission.

The final result of all of these reactions to the Dutch
draft was that the Executive came forward later in the
day with a proposal to refer the whole matter of the
Constitution to a Study Committee. This Committee was
made up of the following delegates: Rev. J.N. Macleod
(Scotland), Rev. D.W.H. Thomas (lreland), and Rev. J.
Visscher (Canada). The Dutch deputies, Rev. M. Brandes
and br. D.J. van Wijnen, also sat in on the meetings of
the Committee.

Paper — Dr. L. Doekes

Late in the afternoon of that first day, Dr. L. Doekes,
the retired professor of dogmatics at the Theological
College in Kampen, presented his paper on ‘“Harmony
and Variety in Reformed Confessions.” In it he first out-
lined the large measure of agreement between the West-
minster Confession and the Three Forms of Unity. “In all
its parts,” he said, ‘“the harmony (of the Westminster
Standards) with the Three Forms of the Reformed
Churches in The Netherlands is very evident.” He stated
that this “has been acknowledged again and again with
thankfulness.”

This agreement, however, is not of such a nature

that it should be interpreted in the sense that there are
no differences between the two sets of confessions. Dr.
Doekes pointed to a number of differences, many of
which are familiar to our readers, such as the expression
“the covenant of works,” the use of the word “elect’ in
the Larger Catechism Q&A 31, the teaching of the church
as visible and invisible, the expression ‘“highest
heavens,” the matter of the souls having an “immortal
subsistence,” the fourth commandment and its exposi-
tion, and a few more items.

Nevertheless, with these remarks Dr. Doekes said
that he did not want to leave the impression that there
were ‘‘controversies’ between the Standards and the
Forms; rather he would prefer to speak about “slight
divergencies.”

The discussion that followed this paper was, to say
the least, very interesting. Because most of it was held
in closed session, | am not at liberty to reveal the way
that the discussion proceeded. Suffice it to say that
those delegates who represented churches which have
the Westminster Standards as their subordinate stan-
dards took the opportunity to question, debate, and dis-
agree with some of the evaluations made. Later, the
delegates looked back on this session with its frank and
open debate as a vital step in bringing the participants
closer together. The suggestion was also made that
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once the Conference became a reality it would be very
beneficial to commission study committees on an inter-
national level to look at the differences between our
respective traditions. Topics such as “The Church in the
Reformed Confessions’ and “The Doctrine of the Cove-
nant in the Reformed Confessions” were even men-
tioned. Time will tell whether any of the member church-
es will request these points to be placed on a future
agenda.

In closing the discussion, the chairman thanked Dr.
Doekes for his paper and all the work that he had put into
it. Dr. Doekes, on his part, expressed appreciation for the
fact that he had been invited to speak, and he hoped that
his humble efforts would serve the cause of the Confer-
ence.

As a final closing note to the discussion, the chair-
man, on behalf of the Executive, proposed that the dele-
gates rise to express their agreement with the fact that
the Three Forms of Unity and the Westminster Stan-
dards should together serve as the basis of the Interna-
tional Conference. This all of the delegates proceeded to
do, with the sole exception of the delegates from South
Africa, who stated that they could not agree with the
proposal for the reason that they had not acquainted
themselves with the Westminster Standards to the
extent that they could say that they were Reformed
creeds. They added to this the fact that their General
Synod had never dealt with the matter of the West-
minster Standards and taken a position on them and that
hence they, as delegates, could not do so either.

Constitution Committee Reports

On Wednesday, October 27, the Assembly began its

session with a continuation of the discussion of the
Dutch draft of the Constitution. After one round the
Constitution Committee was given the opportunity to
begin its work. The remainder of the delegates spent the
morning and afternoon reading and studying the other
papers that would be delivered in the coming days. For
various reasons, the Dutch deputies had been unable to
send this material to the delegates prior to the meeting.
. That evening the Assembly went back into session.
The Constitution Committee then presented the dele-
gates with a completely new draft. This was duly read
and the discussion began once more. With very little dis-
agreement the Assembly adopted Article 1 which states,
“The name shall be The International Conference of Re-
formed Churches.” Herewith the original suggestion of
the Dutch deputies was agreed to. Other names, such as
“Council,” “Conferences,” “Alliance,” were rejected as
-being either too pretentious or too closely identified with
other organizations whose aims and practices are less
than laudable.

Basis

On the question of the Basis, a much more pro-
longed discussion took place. This was partly due to the
fact that the Committee proposed: “The basis of the
Conference shall be the Holy Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament as confessed in the Three Forms of
Unity (the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism,
the Canons of Dort) and the Westminster Standards (the
Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter
Catechisms).” After this it had added, “Subscription to
this basis means that we find nothing in the Confessions
of the member churches that hinders us from the fullest
participation in this Conference in respect to its pur-
pose.” It was especially this last sentence that became
the focal point of debate.
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The Committee originally proposed it in order to
help the delegates from South Africa who, although they
had not studied the Westminster Standards, neverthe-
less had certain reservations about them. On behalf of
the Committee, the Rev. J.N. Macleod stated that such a
clause would mean that a participating church need not
feel itself compelled to express agreement with every ex-
pression or formulation in, for example, the Westminster
Confession. It would simply be recognizing the fact that
such a confession, in spite of what reservations there
might be about it, is basically Reformed.

In reaction to this, several delegates took the oppor-
tunity to express their negative opinion about this
further clarification of the Basis. They felt that it was a
weakening. The result was that the Assembly decided to
delete this last sentence from the Constitution.

The Assembly was now at the point of adopting the
Basis, and this it did with unanimous agreement. All of
the delegates were convinced that both the Three Forms
of Unity and the Westminster Standards should have an
equal placein the Basis of the Conference.

Purpose

Having thus adopted Articles 1 and 2, the Assembly
went on to consider the Purpose (Article 3). It was not
until Thursday morning, October 28, that the meeting
concluded its discussion on this matter. The final redac-
tion reads as follows: “The purpose of the Conference
shall be:
1.to express and promote the unity of faith that the

member churches have in Christ;

2.to encourage the fullest ecclesiastical fellowship
among the member churches;

3.to encourage co-operation among the member
churches in the fulfillment of the missionary and
other mandates;

4. to study the common problems and issues that con-
front the member churches and to aim for recom-
mendations with respect to these matters;

5. to present a Reformed testimony to the world.”

With respect to the first purpose not too much discus-
sion took place. However, when it came to the second a
number of questions were raised. This was due to the
fact that the Dutch draft spoke not about the “fullest
ecclesiastical fellowship” but about “full ecclesiastical
fellowship.” Why did the Committee change “full” to
“fullest?” It was because here we ran into a question of
terminology. Most of the delegates from Presbyterian
churches were mystified by the use of the word “full,”
as if to say that it is also possible to have a relationship
with another church that is less than full. According to
them, when you have a relationship with a certain church
it is a constant one. However, that is not the case nec-
essarily with the Reformed churches, for they regard
correspondence as the ultimate relationship and every-
thing that comes before that is preliminary or tempo-
rary. First you have that partial relationship called “‘ec-
clesiastical contact,” and then later you come to that
full relationship called ‘“correspondence’ or “ecclesias-
tical fellowship.”

In order to surmount these differences of approach,
the Committee proposed the expression ‘“the fullest
ecclesiastical fellowship.” In this way all of the partici-
pants would be encouraged to strive for the closest pos-
sible relationship with each other.

Another purpose that tended to draw a fair amount
of debate was the last one, about presenting “a Re-
formed testimony to the world.” Here one of the South



African delegates remarked that it is the duty of the
church to do this and not the Conference. To this, one of
the Canadian delegates reacted by saying that it is a
well-known fact that the church rarely, if ever, addresses
itself to the world or to the political powers that be.

Still, the point of the Constitution Committee in pro-
posing this addition to the Purpose was not to push the
Conference in the direction of making all kinds of politi-
cal or economic declarations to the world. Rather, what
was envisaged was that in adopting future reports of
study committees, along with their recommendations,
the Conference would be giving a testimony to the truth
in a world that is so easily influenced by false churches
and false philosophies. Over against humanism and
liberalism there would stand the witness of the Gospel.

In the end the five-fold purpose of the Conference
was adopted, with only the South African delegates
voting against. They continued to have certain reserva-
tions and wanted additional restrictions made. The
Assembly was not convinced by their argumentation.

Membership

The attention of the meeting now shifted to Article 4
of the Constitution, which deals with membership. It
reads, as finally adopted,

“1. Those churches shall be admitted as members
which:

a) adhere and are faithful to the confessional stan-
dards stated in the Basis;

b) furnish — (i) their confessional standards;

(ii) their form of government;

(iii) their form of subscription;

(iv) their declaratory acts (if applic-
able);

c) are accepted by a two-thirds majority of the
member churches — every member church
having onevote;

d)are not members of the World Council of
Churches or any other organization whose aims
and practices are deemed to be in conflict with
the Basis.

2. Termination of membership shall be by a two-thirds
majority whenever the Conference is of the opinion
that the member church in its doctrine and/or prac-
ticeisnolongerin agreement with the Basis.”

For the most part this article tends to be self-explana-
tory and thus it did not give rise to much debate. ‘“De-
claratory acts’” are mentioned and for the most part
our readers will wonder what that refers to. It has to do
with the practice whereby a church, although recogniz-
ing a certain confession, yet declares itself not to be
bound by certain parts of that confession. In the Belgic
Confession, Article 36, there is the case of the twenty
words that are placed in brackets. In that way the Re-
formed Churches in The Netherlands have declared that
they do not consider themselves to be bound by such a
description of the role of the magistrate. In a way this
functions as a declaratory act.

Another point under membership that drew some
attention was the explicit mention of the World Council
of Churches. One of the South African delegates wanted
the Reformed Ecumenical Synod included as well. This
did not meet with acceptance on the part of the other
delegates. A Canadian delegate pointed out that such a
restriction in the Constitution would be unacceptable to
the Canadian Reformed Churches who have accepted
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church as a true church even
though it is still a member of the RES. Also the Dutch

Rev. K. Bruning
Vice-Chairman.

Rev. M. van
Beveren, Clerk.

delegates expressed their disagreement stating that
they have never made ‘“breaking with the RES” an
absolute condition for entering into temporary
ecclesiastical contact. Plus, they said, such an addition
would give the appearance that the ICRC is merely a
counter-RES.

Authority

Already before the Assembly met in Groningen, the
church press in various countries asked certain ques-
tions about the authority of the Conference and issued
warnings not to allow the Conference to infringe on the
exclusive rights and prerogatives of the local member
churches. Well, this was never a point of issue. All of the
delegates were unanimous in the opinion that the Con-
ference would simply function as an advisory body.
Hence Article 5 of the Constitution reads, “The conclu-
sions of the Conference shall be advisory in character.
Member churches are urged to receive the decisions of
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the Conference and are recommended to work towards
theirimplementation.”

One final article remained to be dealt with in the
Constitution, and that was the matter of amending. On
this point the meeting decided that all constitutional
amendments would require a two-thirds majority.

With this step the Constitution was finalized — a
fact that the chairman took note of with thanksgiving.
The Regulations (or By-laws) would be next, but first the
Dutch deputies had planned an outing. All of the repre-
sentatives were invited to a welcome reception at the
Theological College in Kampen.

An Outing to Kampen

On Thursday afternoon, once we had finished our
customary warm lunch at the Crest Hotel, a touring bus
stood ready to take us all to Kampen. Upon our arrival we
were welcomed informally by the faculty and received an
opportunity to make each other’s acquaintance. Later
therector, Prof. Dr. J. Douma, officially welcomed us and
stated that he, along with the rest of the faculty, were
very pleased that they could host the delegates for an
afternoon and evening. He made mention of the historic
significance of the Conference and expressed the hope
that the Lord would bless the work being done in Gron-
ingen.

Thereafter the floor was given to professors J.
Lettinga, H.M. Ohmann, and C. Trimp to explain the
course of study in their particular departments, as well
as the set-up of the Theological College generally.

That evening a dinner was given in the Eudokia
Church in Kampen, at which not only the delegates and
the professors, but also the international students
studying at the College and the student council were in
attendance. It was a fine occasion to exchange opinions

andideason an informal level.
From the church we proceeded once again to the

College where we were given a tour of the premises by
Prof. Ohmann and Prof. Lettinga. The former led us
through the actual College building which houses the
administrative offices, the lecture rooms, the student
council and the senate chambers, and the study rooms
of the professors. The latter led us to the new library
complex that was completed a few years ago. It is just
around the block from the main building, and, | might
add on a personal note, that it is a most beautiful and
functional building. It consists of both a very old part
that was completely restored and a new part that has
been made to blend it remarkably well with the old. No
doubt the faculty and students are very pleased with this
new facility. Perhaps they would be even happier if they
could have access to the stacks, but, then, one cannot
have everything.

In rounding off the afternoon and evening, Prof.
Ohmann thanked the brothers for the opportunity to
meet together in this way. He too expressed the hope
that the Lord would bless the efforts of the Assembly
and that the College wished it every success. On behalf
of the delegates the Rev. D. Lamont of Scotland thanked
Prof. Ohmann as the representative of the College for
the gracious way that we had been received and for the
unigue manner in which he had led the reception. For
those of us in Canada who are familiar with Prof.
Ohmann, that word “unique” will convey all kinds of
warm impressions.

With these final words, the gathering dispersed. The
professors headed forhome and the delegates filed onto
the bus that would bring them back to Groningen, back
to work.

The Regulations

On the next day, Friday, October 29, the
Constitution Committee served the meeting with a set of
proposed Regulations. Part of these Regulations were
adopted in the morning and part in the afternoon. On the
whole they did not give rise to a great deal of debate.
Most of the points made were of a technical nature.

Article 1 of these Regulations establishes that the
Conference will meet every four years. Article 2 deals
with the Executive Officers, namely, a chairman, a vice-
chairman, a recording secretary, and a corresponding
secretary. In order to facilitate proper communication
between the members during the interim between Con-
ference meetings, the position of corresponding secre-
tary will be a position that remainsin force until the next
meeting of the Conference. To supervise the work of the
secretary, the remainder of the executive will form an
Interim Committee. Once they report to the next Confer-
ence meeting, they will be dismissed.

Article 3 deals with the duties of this Interim Com-
mittee. Article 4 deals with the matter of appointing
study committees, and Article 5 with the subject of
participants. There a distinction is made between voting
delegates, advisory delegates, observer delegates, and
visiting delegates. As the name suggests, only the first
will have voting rights. The role of the advisory delegates
is self-explanatory. Each church may send two, and it is
expected that in most cases professors of theology will
be dispatched. Observer delegates are those who repre-
sent churches that have made application for member-
ship, whereas visiting delegates refers to representa-
tives from churches who are interested in joining but
who first want to become better acquainted with the
Conference.

Itisinteresting to note that, regardless of the size of
the member church, each member will be entitled to
send no more than two voting delegates. On the one
hand, this may give rise to the charge of unfair represen-
tation, but, on the other hand, it safeguards against the
danger that one or more large churches may attempt to
manipulate the Conference.

The next article, Article 6, deals with the convoca-
tion of the Conference meeting and spells out the duties
of the convening church. Then we come to Article 7,
which relates to the matter of agenda material. Also here
one comes across a basic point. In order to prevent the
Conference from receiving a position independent of the
member churches, it is expressly stated that all matters
on the agenda must come from the churches. The Con-
ference has noright to determine its own agenda. It shall
place on its agenda all correspondence from member
churches, applications for membership, internal reports
from its study committees, Secretary, and Interim
Committee. Finally, before an invitation will be sent to
another church to send observers with a view to joining
the Conference, it must have the support of at least two
churches.

Thus it is that we come to the last articles. Article 8
deals with rules of order, Article 9 with finances, and that
remains to be worked out. Finally, Article 10 deals with
amendments to the Regulations.

By Friday evening the Assembly had finished laying
the basis for the International Conference of Reformed
Churches. The first and primary task of the delegates
had been completed. What remained to deal with were
the Interim Rules that the Constitution Committee was
charged to draw up, and the rest of the papers that were
on the agenda.



Paper — Prof. D. Deddens

On the same Friday that the Regulations were
finalized, Prof. D. Deddens of the Theological College in
Kampen received the opportunity to present his paper
entitled, “The Unity of Faith As Gift and Mandate and Its
Significance For Having Various Forms of Church Gov-
ernment.” In this very detailed and extensive paper he
outlined the historical backgrounds of the church polity
of Dort and Westminster. He showed how these polities
differed from each other at certain points and agreed
with one another at other points. He went through the of-
fices, the church assemblies, the supervision of doctrine
and public worship, and the discipline, and described
how they function in the respective traditions. In conclu-
sion, he stated that “to have different forms of Church
government has for the Presbyterian and Reformed
church communities, which in all things wanted to be
guided by the pure Word of God, never been an
impediment to go together.”

This paper naturally gave rise to a good deal of

Dr. S.G.Hur (left) speaking with Rev. D. Lamont.

debate. A Scottish delegate rose to express his
appreciation for the way that Prof. Deddens had re-
searched and presented his paper. A Canadian delegate
asked whetherin the Presbyterian system the presbytery
did not dominate over the local congregation and also
whether the fact that the minister was a member of the
presbytery did not infringe on the rights of the session?

In response, both Prof. Deddens, as well as some of
the delegates from Presbyterian churches, remarked
that that was not a proper way of looking at the presby-
tery. The presbytery does not dominate over the local
church and the fact that the minister is a member of the
presbytery does not in any sense take away from the fact
that his first relationship and responsibility is to the
local church session. It is that session that exercises
pastoral care over the minister.

Other questions that were brought to the fore also
helped a great deal in giving the delegates a better
understanding of each other’s church polity. A number

of times it came to the fore that negative evaluations
about each other’s polity were often based either on
ignorance or upon hasty judgments. In conclusion, Prof.
Deddens was thanked for his contribution, and the hope
was expressed that he would serve the churches with
more studies on this matterin the future.

Paper — Rev. P. Van Gurp

Next on the agenda of that loaded Friday was the
paper that the Dutch deputies had requested the Rev. P.
Van Gurp to give on the topic, “The Unity of Faith As Gift
and Mandate and Its Significance For the Reflection On
Contacts and Rules With Other Churches.” Rev. Van
Gurp is currently the minister of the Reformed Church at
Emmen, The Netherlands, and is a former member of
The Committee For Relations With Churches Abroad.

In his paper Rev. Van Gurp described the Dutch
rules for relations with other churches. He went into the
matter of both “sister church relationship’” and “pre-
liminary ecciesiastical contact” and showed how they
functioned. Thereafter, he went on to deal with the doc-
trine of the Church and with the question of denomina-
tionalism. In summing up, he said, “The ecumenical
fellowship of Reformed (Presbyterian) Churches all over
the world will be strengthened when we can agree on the
nature of and the rules for the true fellowship in the
Lord.”

In the course of the discussion that followed, it be-
came evident again that the Presbyterian churches have
an approach to interchurch relations that is not nearly as
defined and developed as that of the Reformed church-
es. The latter have hard and fast rules, whereas the
former are more flexible in the creation and application
of rules for relations with other churches. The latter try
to apply the same rules to every case, whereas the
former look at each church on an individual basis and
then adopt rules that will function best in that given in-
stance.

Still, that was not the only point that crystallized in
the course of the discussions. It also became evident
that almost all of the delegates were not in agreement
with how Rev. Van Gurp had stated the matter of rela-
tions with other churches in the same country. In his
presentation, Rev. Van Gurp said that when there are
two true churches in the same land they must unite with-
in a certain given period of time — he suggested six
years — or else they must separate from each other “as
from people not belonging to the Church,” the implica-
tion being that those who refuse to unite are by that very
fact a false church.

When the speaker was challenged on this point and
asked to clarify it, he mentioned the example of the rela-
tions between the Reformed Churches in The Nether-
lands and the Christian Reformed Churches in The Neth-
erlands and how for thirty years they had been trying to
come together without success. Some people, he said,
take the position that the contact has gone on long
enough and should be terminated, and hence the other
church should be characterized as false. Others are not
willing to make such ajudgment and want the contact to
continue. In light of this he posed the question, “Does a
true church remain true if it refuses to join a fellow true
church forreasons which are not Scriptural?”’

Various delegates remarked that they could not find
themselves in the “either/or” of Rev. Van Gurp. If what
Rev. Van Gurp said was true then almost every one of the
churches present at the Assembly is guilty of sin, forin
Australia, Canada, South Africa, etc., attempts at closer
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contact with other churches have been made and have
not succeeded. Yet none of these unfruitful negotiations
has resulted in these churches being branded as
“false.” Indeed, in every case great caution is exercised
so as notto sitinjudgment.

On a related, but slightly different, note, one of the
Canadian delegates asked the question, “Where do we
go from here? Are the Presbyterian churches here repre-
sented willing to adopt the rules that the Reformed
churches have for correspondence, or are the brothers of
the opinion that basically two sets of rules should oper-
ate, one among Presbyterian churches and another
among Reformed churches?’’

Rev. Van Gurp reacted negatively to the suggestion
of two sets of rules and could not see why both ‘“‘tradi-
tions’” could not come to agreement on this point. True,
there are differences between us, but they are not of
such a basic nature. Why, he reminded the delegates,
Prof. Dr. K. Schilder always taught and believed that the
Westminster Confession was truly Reformed.

Furthermore, he pointed out that “fraternal rela-
tions’” does not have the same content in every Presby-
terian Church. The one church appliesitin a stricter way
than another. He also cited the case of the Christian Re-
formed Church which changed its rules for interchurch
relations in order to accommodate the Reformed
Churchesin The Netherlands (Synodical).

It can be gathered that this paper and discussion
left many questions unanswered and many delegates
somewhat dissatisfied. The hope was expressed that in
the future this topic would be placed on the agenda
again or else that a Study Committee would be appoint-
ed by an upcoming meeting of the Conference to re-
search the matter in greater depth and come forward
with some definitive recommendations.

Once again the chairman thanked the speaker for
his contribution and his willingness to field difficult
questions. The Assembly was then adjourned for the
weekend.

Interim Rules

On Monday morning, November 1, most of the dele-
gates received the opportunity to sleep in, but such was
not the case for the members of the Constitution
Committee who had to meet early and prepare the In-
terim Rules that would be dealt with that same after-
noon.

At 2:00 p.m. the Assembly once again opened
another session and turned its attention to the proposed
Interim Rules. This task occupied the meeting for its en-

. tire afternoon sitting. In the end seven articles were
adopted. The first deals with the Convening Church for
the first meeting of the Conference. It was decided to ap-
point the Free Church of Scotland to host this meeting
from September 3-13, 1985, in Edinburgh. The alternate
Convening Church is the Reformed Churches of The
Netherlands.

It was also decided to appoint the Rev. M. van Bev-
eren of Canada as the Provisional Secretary, and the
Rev. J.Visscher of Canada as his alternate.

Furthermore, the Assembly accepted the proposal
that all of the churches represented at the Constituent
Assembly in Groningen should be recognized as “estab-
lished members of the Conference,” if they decide to
join. Each of these churches will also be asked to submit
a list of churches whose doctrine and practice is known
by them to be in harmony with the Basis. Upon receiving
that list the Secretary will send to these churches a copy
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of the Constitution, the Regulations, and the Interim
Rules, together with a letter stating that they may apply
formembership in the Conference.

Finally, the matter of finances was dealt with. The
Reformed Churches of The Netherlands agreed to bear
the cost of publishing and distributing the Proceedings
of the Assembly. This was taken note of with gratitude.
Also, the Provisional Committee, composed of one mem-
ber from the Irish, Dutch, and Scottish churches, shall
serve the first meeting of the Conference with a proposal
regarding an equitable assessment formula.

No doubt there will be some questions about the
fact that the Assembly decided to recognize all of the
participants at Groningen as “established members,”
especially since some of these churches are unfamiliar
to us. What needs to be realized, however, is that the
Conference has to start somewhere. It has to have a cer-
tain body of members in place when it comes to the first
meeting of the Conference, otherwise there will be diffi-
culties with constituting the meeting, as well as with
judging applications for membership. To surmount
these problems the Assembly decided in a way to “legiti-
mize’’ the invitations that the Dutch churches had
originally extended. We must trust that their invitations
went to the proper addresses. And, indeed, it should be
said that there was nothing to suggest in all of the
discussions that each of the participants was not solidly
based on the Word of God and their subordinate confes-
sional standards or forms.

Interchurch Relations Committees Meet

On Monday evening the Assembly did not meet; in-
stead, the various delegations met together with the
various subcommittees that make up the Dutch Commit-
tee on Relations with Churches Abroad. As Canadian
delegates, we conferred with Subcommittee Iil, which
deals with Australia, North America, Ireland, and Scot-
land. The delegates from these other countries were also
present.

During this meeting we spent a considerable
amount of time becoming familiar with how each church
approached the matter of relations with other churches.
The Rules for Correspondence that the Canadian Re-
formed Churches have adopted also came to the fore
and were extensively discussed. Eventually, a kind of
consensus began to emerge on how these Rules could
be amended to deal adequately with the Presbyterian
world as well as the Reformed world in which they cur-
rently function. Should such a consensus prove accept-
able to all the churches involved, there would no longer
be a need to establish an alternative relationship to
correspondence. All the relations between churches
could then be governed by one common set of rules.
Needless to say, then, these discussions proved very
fruitful for all concerned, especially for our Canadian
delegation, in light of the fact that we are supposed to
come to Synod 1983 with recommendations on a rela-
tionship with the Presbyterian Church of Korea (Kosin).

Paper — Rev. M.K. Drost

On Tuesday morning, the Rev. M.K. Drost, minister
of the Reformed Church of Onnen, The Netherlands, and
lecturer in Missiology at the Theological College in
Kampen, received the floor to deliver his address en-
titled, “Reformed Mission Work in the Eighties.” He be-
gan with a historical sketch outlining certain highlights
with respect to missions at the turn of this century. He
pointed especially to the great world mission confer-



ence of 1910 at Edinburgh and to developments in the
International Missionary Council. He also showed how
the rise of the World Council of Churches later had an
adverse affect on this entire movement. In addition, he
stated that the fact that the Reformed Ecumenical
Synod has certain members who also belong to the
World Council has done neither that organization nor
those churches any good, and that is also evident on the
level of missionary thought and activity.

Furthermore, he indicated that there are various
areas that need more research and study, namely, the
Scriptural foundation of mission work, the matter of con-
textualization, and the concept of word and action.
Among the suggestions that he made to the delegates
and to the churches that they represent were the follow-
ing: (a) an inventory should be made of the missionary
work that is being done by the churches; (b) some kind of
consultation organization should be established to pro-
mote cooperation and an exchange of ideas and strate-
gies; (c) the matters of mission aid performed by the dif-
ferent churches should be studied and there should be
more familiarization with the methods used and the poli-
cies developed thus far; (d) the development of a Re-
formed missionary training institute should be studied
and, if feasible, implemented; (e)a journal that is
devoted to missionary matters should be developed, or
else more attention should be given to this subject in a
magazine such as Lux Mundi.

During the subsequent discussion of this paper all
kinds of questions were placed on the table. A few of the
delegates wondered whether Rev. Drost’s description of
contextualization was not overly negative. Another com-
plained about the lack of good Reformed literature in
this whole area. Still another suggested the creation of a
missionary newsletter which would increase com-
munication, promote the exchange of ideas, and list bib-
liographical material, etc. A question was also asked
about the current missionary training done in The
Netherlands. The topic of integrated, as compared to
indigenous, churches also arose. Needless to say, there
was enough to discuss and enough for Rev. Drost to
react to.

As an outgrowth of the speech and discussion,
every delegation took the opportunity to describe the
mission work that their church is currently engaged in. It
then appeared that the Presbyterian Church of Korea
has plans to send missionaries to Indonesia, where the
Dutch and the Canadian churches are also active. Later
the Korean delegate and some of the Dutch representa-
tives sat down together to learn more about each other’s
efforts and intentions and to explore various avenues of
cooperation.

A Boat, A Mayor,and A Thanksgiving Service

On Wednesday, November 3, no sessions were held.
The Committees received the morning to continue their
work, and the rest of the delegates received the occa-
sion to hold further discussions together. In the after-
noon we were treated to a boat tour through the canals
and harbour of Groningen. Later we traveled to the City
Hall, where areception was held in honour of the Assem-
bly. That evening most of the delegates could be found
in the Southern Church of Groningen for the annual
Thanksgiving service. The Rev. R.T. Urban led this wor-
ship service and had been so considerate as to have his
sermon translated into the English language for the
benefit of those delegates who do not understand the
Dutch language.

The Constituent Assembly Comes to a Close

The next day, Thursday, November 4, proved to be
the last day of the Assembly. A communiqué drafted by
the Executive was discussed and finalized. The Proceed-
ings of the meeting were adopted. More meetings be-
tween various delegations took place.

That evening, with many of the church members of
the Groningen area once again in attendance, the
Assembly held its final session. The communiqué was
once again read, this time in its final form, and adopted.
The Chairman, the Rev. G. van Rongen, thanked the host-
ing church of Groningen-South for its hospitality and
the use of its premises. He then paid tribute to the dili-
gence of the other members of the Executive. He also
presented a busy caretaker and his wife with some
tokens of appreciation for all the refreshments served
and the meals prepared. Thereafter, the Rev. K. Bruning
thanked the Chairman for his leadership of the Assem-
bly. The Rev. D. Lamont of Scotland thanked the Re-
formed Churches in The Netherlands for organizing the
gathering.

in closing, the Chairman bade the delegates fare-
well with the words of John 16:13, “When the Spirit of
truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will
not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears
He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that
are to come.” He urged us to remain true to the Word of
God, no matter what the circumstances of our churches
might be. Whether our churches are living amidst diffi-
cult political circumstances or are struggling against all
kinds of spiritual dangers, they must remain obedient to
the Lord.

He also expressed thankfulness for the fact that the
delegates could meet together in unity around God’s
Word. At times it was evident that two different tradi-
tions were coming together in Groningen; nevertheless,
the lines of communication and fellowship always re-
mained open. In the end we could acknowledge each
other.anew as churches that seek to be true to the Lord
and His Gospel. He wished the brothers a good trip
home and the blessings of the Lord upon their respective
churches. After singing and prayer, the Constituent As-
sembly closed.

All in all, it was a very eventful nine days. It is
certainly not saying too much to remark that most of the
delegates arrived in Groningen with a good deal of
apprehension. Was the time and money being spent
really worthwhile? Was the whole undertaking viable
and would it really yield some positive fruit in terms of
bringing the churches closer together? Would it lead to
the establishment of an organization that would really
be meaningful to the member churches? Questions,
questions, questions. Nevertheless, by the end of the
Assembly, while all of the questions were not fully an-
swered, it had become evident that an organization such
as The International Conference of Reformed Churches
could play a truly significant role in uniting, helping, and
promoting the work that these true churches of our Lord
Jesus Christ have been called upon to doin this world.

This, however, should suffice for now. In a future
article | hope, D.V,, to go into the value of an organiza-
tion such as the ICRC and to show why | think that the
Canadian Reformed Churches should join and stand
shoulder to shoulder with other true churches of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ around this world.

J.VISSCHER

519



r,mm‘#, -
ol Ll

i appeared in
the Dawﬁ,miﬂer 1%2 ue of COVE:

NANTER V\.fiTi‘a?E{S ﬁh. “Monthly
Publication of the ?ie%‘ med Presby-

terian uhﬂgﬁ,h of America.” The arii-
cle was written by the Rev. Gl Wil
llamson, for the Ju%y%wmmbey issue
of Blue Banner Faith and Life in 1882
from which the Covenanter if‘ViMs’:b’é?
gave a s‘oprm% The author was born
and Smdaeﬁ in the United States and
became a minister in the Reformed
Churches in New Zealand. It is not
certain  whether the author st
stands behind what he wrote twenty
vaars ago now.

The beginning
reads:

in the Gospel according to Luke, we
read these words: “That which is high-
ly esteemed among n“«a*s is aagmiﬁa~
tion in ihe sight of God” T hwe are the
words of Jesus Christ, h an of Gaod.
And please noie thelr fm‘ca \:at which
is placed by men in the highest cate.
gory is placed by God in the lowest
category posgsible.

And what are these thi nm that m
highly ssteern but which God uz?
ai}huss’? They ara the *hmq\« of religi

That is what Jesus was falking a
To Eh.@ Pharisees He said, "Ye a 18y
which lustify yourseives before men;
pul God knoweth your hearts, for that
which is highly esteemed among men
Jg abomination In the sight of God.” i
was precisely those things that they
_gig i the sphere of gion, those
‘things which they highly esteemed and
which made them appear “just” before
Jonen, M&mh renderad them abominable

of the article

e

ion.

o

it
193

abot
are the

s{ﬁm%n Jew& wend on 1o add this

- Jﬁ”’(g&" o
éﬁwv% > féy;%

e g,
70/l o

#

cormrnent, his meaning becames
morg olear “H iz easier for heaven and
sarth {0 pass, ?mr one tittle ot the law
o fail” Their trouble was that they did
not head the law m God. As He said,
“Laying aside the sommandment of
God, ye hold the tradition of men .. ..
Ye reiect the commandment of God,
that ve may kesp ywr own tradition.”
is it any wonder that the verdict was
this: “They worship me irz vain [that is,
for mm%m’ feaching for ¢ QC‘ET’%F‘;@S the
commandments of men”
i. Qther Men's Traditions
1113 gasy forus to sestheerror ol the
Pharisees. They added to the Word of
God many humanly devised traditions.
i"xrafwc,iiy as time passed, these {radi-
tions ga ined so hi g"z an esteem among
them thal they { Q :& a;as@aungsma
the vc::r:tmanﬁrra f God. And by
Jesus’ time, i;"ease %fadiiims had be-
come more important 1o them {in prac-
tice if not in theory) than the command-
mesﬂ"“ of God. Thus the Word of God was
nade of none effect by their traditions.
ms and the special point io be ob-
sarved is thal those very traditions —
?Em@ honored and sacred in the eyes of
the Pharigsees — were abomination in
the eyes of God. Jesus said that they
worshipped God in vain. That is, they
might just as well have had no reli-

-

gious worship at all as to have had
what they did. it was completely worth-

less.

T 1e auther continues giving a number

f exanpies from the Bibig in which
WF: can see that Ged counted such for-
mal religion in ong’s own way waorth-
leas: Cain's offering (Gen. 4/58), the
burning of incense with strange fire
by Nada 1b and Abihu {Lev. 101, 2), and
ihe "homemade” religion of sraa% in
the days of Zechariah (757} He further

points out the fact
m aent chuich

ving and that th
m the churchesgi
h of Gamha is a case
za i clear from the conlemt
epistie to the Gzlatians tha
that Church which bad made suwch g
promizing start had sopn gone off

on the wrong track. Paul-said that he
mqwmevi that they ware 0 8008 e
moved from the grace of Christ. And at
least part of thelr trouble was inis avil
tendency under consideration. Forthe
Galatians had declded that the pure re:
ligion deliversd to them by the Apos
tles was not sufficient. They wanled
semeihing w!ta: (although there is
nothing ﬁ*“@r) S0 they began adding
10 it ceriain holy a vs and seasons-of
thelr own devising.

We do not know just what those sps-
cial days and seasons ware, but ws car
tainly do know what God's Inspired
Apostle had to sav about thaem, for we
find his words in Galatians 4811

. after that ye have known God,
or rather are known of God, how
turn ye again {0 the weak aﬁd beg-
garly elements, whereaunto ye desire
again to be in bondage? Ye observe
days, and months, and hma&. and
vears, | am afraid of you, lest | haw
bestowed upon you labour In vain.

bsarve how serious a matier this was
in the Apostle’s eyes. What is if i be
“in bondage” again, ifitisnotto been-
slaved o false religion? How could he
say that he was “afraid of them, lest he
nad bestowed his labour in vain,” 8x-
cept that such a religion as they wers

L l".;
point.
Fl‘au!‘”u

falling ’rto was null and void before
God? i is clearly another case of men

highly esteeming the Vsrv thing that is
dmmm&f'w in the sight of God, and

alt because they were f‘ﬂ“if“ﬂ!mg cer-
am days and seasons without being
told 1o do s0 by the Almighty God, Theiy
sin was exactly the same as that of
Caln, Nadab and Abihu, the captives
from Babylon, and the Pharisees who
made the Word of God of none etfect
by thelr own traditions.

it is one thing to condemn other
men’s »-;fé’ia, put i is another {0 mend
our own. The Galatians would probably
have had no difficulty condemning the
wicked Pharisess, bul it 18 not $o car-
tain that they were willing fto hear
themselves condemned. Paul said to
them: “Am | therefore become your
enemy, because | tell you the fruth?”
{Gal 4:16) The author of this article
would ask the same question. Buppose
| do say some things that "hurt 2 bl
Suppose | do speak oul 'zgaéns somie.
thing sacred to you. Do Lihen b%{
your enemy because [ igl vy
fruth?

The truth ks that Chrismag (o
Friday, and Easter, and Fatt

and Mother's Day, and Ghitde




and any other ‘“‘special holy day” ex-
cept the weekly Sabbath) is an abomi-
nation to God. Now please note with
care: we do not say that everything as-
sociated with these days is abomina-
ble. What we do say is that every spe-
cial holy day (or season) is abominable
to God.

A Pagan Source

This is true, in the first place, be-
cause of the source of such. Let us
consider Christmas as an example. It
is admitted by Roman Catholics and
Protestants alike that Christmas is not
revealed in the Word of God. The Bible
does not give us the date of Christ’s
birth. It does not even tell us the pre-
cise month or even the season. It is
also generally admitted that there was
no trace of Christmas observance in
the Apostolic and post-Apostolic
Church.

It was not until the third century that
the celebration of Christmas began to
appear in Christian circles, and even
then there was no uniformity. Various
dates were set for the “holy day,” in-
cluding January, March, April, and
May. To this day the Greek Orthodox
Church observes January 6th rather
than December 25th. When, under the
growing authority of the Roman Bishop,
December 25th was adopted in the
west, it was largely an attempt to en-
gage in competition with a pagan cele-
bration called Saturnalia. It was a time
of celebration, merrymaking and the
giving of gifts. It was a pagan celebra-
tion in honor of the sun. They believed
that the sun was a god, and that at this
point it began to conquer over the dark-
ness of winter. Gradually the Christian
“holy day” and the pagan ‘“holiday”
coalesced into one. And the ‘“‘tradition
of Christmas” was firmly entrenched.
On all this there is rather general
agreement.

But there was a day in which Protes-
tants and Roman Catholics disagreed
strongly, not concerning what the
source of Christmas (and other such
holy days) was, but whether or not that
source was valid. Then, as now, the Ro-
man Catholic Church fully defended
such man-made traditions, because, to
quote its own words, “The Catholic
Church has received from Jesus Christ
the power to make laws for its mem-
bers” (Baltimore Catechism). Among
those laws we find the official designa-
tion of such “holy days” as Christmas
and Easter, and such days are held by
Roman Catholic dogma to be exactly
the same as holy days designated by
God Himself.

There was, we repeat, a day when
Protestants disagreed. There was a
day when Protestants said that “the
whole counsel of God, concerning all
things necessary for (God’s) own glory,
man’s salvation, faith and life, is either
expressly set down in scripture, or by
good and necessary consequence may
be deduced from scripture — unto
which nothing at any time is to be add-

ed, whether by new revelations of the
Spirit or traditions of men” (Westmin-
ster Confession of Faith, 1, 6). And con-
cerning this matter of holy days, they
said that the people of God are'to keep
holy “such set times as He has ap-
pointed in His Word, expressly one
whole day in seven” (Larger Cate-
chism, Q. 116). That is, the Sabbath day
alone was regared by them as ‘“Holy.”

Suppose you were to imagine your-
self to have the notion that it would be
nice to observe the 3rd of February as
a special holy day in memory of
Jesus’ visit to the Temple at the age of
twelve. What right would you have to
make such a designation? What justifi-
cation would others have in accepting
your idea? And what if your Church
said, “No, we will not listen to such
nonsense! Jesus Christ alone is King
and Head of the Church, and He alone
has the right to designate a holy day,
and He has given us to keep holy the
Sabbath alone?” Of course you would
say that such a Church was simply
keeping itself pure. Yet the truth is that
Christmas (and Easter, etc.) has no
more warrant from Christ than would
such a day that were chosen by your-
self. the only difference is that tradi-
tion through the process of time, rais-
es something of purely human origin to
the place that it is highly esteemed of
men. But it is still an abomination to
God because of its source.

Distorting the Gospel

The second reason why such holy
days are an abomination to God is that
it is necessary to sanction error in or-
der to give them our esteem. We shall
again cite Christmas by way of ex-
ample. If there were any possibility
that the date of Christ’s birth were pre-
served through tradition, then it would
be January 6th rather than December

25th which deserved the preference.
The Greek Church is an older institu-
tion than is the Latin. And if tradition
has any validity, that validity depends
upon antiquity. Even if we were to ap-
peal to the false criterion of tradition
we would be condemned! However, as
tradition is condemned by Scripture we
can neither build upon it nor be judged
by it.

Much more important is the fact that
the celebration of Christmas (and oth-
er such humanly devised holy days)
distorts the true gospel of Jesus
Christ. By the special religious obser-
vance of certain days, certain aspects
of the gospel are given a prominence
which is not given them in the teaching
of the Word of God itself. Christmas
and Easter are the two ‘“holy days”
that claim an inordinate amount of at-
tention each year, and so the birth and
resurrection of Christ receive a mea-
sure of attention which other aspects
of the truth do not receive.

This emphasis is not found in the
Apostolic writings. For in all the epis-
tles of the New Testament we can dis-
cover no explicit reference to the so-
called Christmas story. The resurrec-
tion of Christ does constantly receive
much emphasis, but there is also much
emphasis in the Apostolic writings on
events which took place on other days
that men have not memorialized with
special holy days. This is a distortion
of the truth of the Gospel, and a distor-
tion of the truth is not the same as the
truth itself. Thus to approve of such ho-
ly days we must approve of that which
must be called error.

The article continues by pointing out
the sufficiency of the one Sabbath in
the week which the Lord gave us and
which we have to maintain, while the
six other days of the week are for do-

Hebrews 13:20, 21

Now may the God of peace who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the b
eternal covenant, equip you with everything S
good that you may do his will, working in ’
you that which is pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for

ever and ever. Amen.
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ing our daily work. We leave that out.

We have here a picture of the
strongly Puritan way of thinking as
this is found in the (Covenanter) Re-
formed Presbyterian Church. This
group of churches also does not want
to use an organ in the worship servic-
esto accompany and lead the congre-
gational singing. And they sing only
Psalms, no hymns, because the
Psalms are God’s own words given in
the Bible for singing in worship, while
hymns are not God’s Word, but hu-
man words.For worshipping God only
the best that isavailable(=thatwhich
comes from God) should be used. The
principle here, as expressed by the
author, is that “the whole counsel of
God, concerning all things necessary
for (God’s) own glory, man’s salva-
tion, faith and life, is either expressly
set down in Scripture, or by good and
necessary consequence may be de-
duced from Scripture — unto which
nothing at any time is to be added,
whether by new revelations of the
Spirit or traditions of men” (West-
minster Confession of Faith, I, 6).

It is interesting to compare this
with our Belgic Confession, Art. 2 and
7. In Art. 2, the last part, we confess
that God “makes Himself more clear-
ly and fully known to us by His holy
and divine Word, that is to say, as far
as is necessary for us to know in this
life, to His glory and our salvation.”
And in Art. 7 we say: “We believe that
those Holy Scriptures fully contain
the will of God and that whatsoever
man ought to believe unto salvation
is sufficiently taught therein. For
since the whole manner of worship
which God requires of us is written in
them at large, it is unlawful for any
one, though an apostle, to teach
otherwise than we are now taught in
the Holy Scriptures: nay, though it
were an angel from heaven, as the
apostle Paul says. For since it is for-
bidden to add or take away anything
from the Word of God, it does thereby
evidently appear that the doctrine
thereof is most perfect and complete
in all respects. Neither may we con-
sider any writings of men, however
holy these men may have been, of
equal value with those divine Scrip-
tures, nor ought we to consider cus-
tom, or the great multitude, or antiqg-
uity, or succession of times and per-
sons, or councils, decrees or stat-
utes, as of equal value with the truth
of God, since the truth is above all; for
all men are of themselves liars, and
more vain than vanity itself. Therefore
we reject with all our hearts whatso-
ever does not agree with this infalli-
ble rule, which the apostles have
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taught us, saying, Prove the spirits,
whether they are of God. Likewise: If
anyone comes to you, and brings not
this teaching, receive him not into
your house.”

| shall also quote here the rest of
Art. |, 6 of the Westminster Confes-
sion: It continues: ““Nevertheless, we
acknowledge the inward illumination
of the Spirit of God to be necessary
for the saving understanding of such
things as are revealed in the Word:
and that there are some circum-
stances concerning the worship of
God, and government of the Church,
common to human actions and soci-
eties, which are to be ordered by the
light of nature, and Christian pru-
dence, according to the general rules
of the Word, which are always to be
observed.”

What to say now about the cele-
bration of Christmas, Easter, and so
on. We have Art. 67 in our Church Or-
der. This Article says: “The Churches
shall observe, in addition to the Sun-
day, also Christmas, Easter, and Pen-
tecost. The observance of second
feast-days and of Ascension Day is
left in the freedom of the Churches.”
Must we now conclude that we al-
lowed an “abomination” to creep into

our Church Order?
| can agree very well with the rule

as stated in Art. 1, 6 of the Westmin-
ster Confession. But the second part
of this article shows that the West-
minster Divines (the members of the
Assembly that wrote the Confession)
were aware of the fact that the Bible
does not provide a rule or regulation
for every detailed point of our person-
al life and of church life. The apostle
Paul says: ‘“... whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God. Give no of-
fense to Jews or to Greeks or to the
church of God, just as | try to please
all men in everything | do, not seeking
my own advantage, but that of many,
that they may be saved,” |Cor.
10:31-33. That is the general rule.

Hereby, indeed, we bind our-
selves in everything to the revealed
will of God as we find it in the Bible
for worshipping and serving Him. We
reject what God forbids, and we main-
tain what God commands. But there
is so much in life about which the
Lord does not explicitly speak in His
Word. Here the church and the Chris-
tians have to find a way that is pleas-
ing to the Lord and about which they
are fully convinced that they serve
God with it in a positive way, that is
edifying for His church(es) and does
not go against His will.

When we maintain what the Bi-
ble, as the rule for our life, says, we

cannot say that the Bible forbids us
to have Christmas and Easter and
Pentecost, although the Word of God
also does not prescribe it. God’s
Word leaves us free in this respect. In
Romans 14:5 the apostle Paul writes:
“One man esteems one day as better
than another, while another man es-
teems all days alike. Let every one be
fully convinced in his own mind, He
who observes the day observes it in
honour of the Lord .. ..”

In the churches in Galatia the
point was not the observing of days
and months and times in itself. The
false teachers in Galatia made this
observance a matter of salvation: sal-
vation was to be earned by observing
certain days. That is the false doc-
trine. As soon as Christmas becomes
a means or rule or law for salvation,
we have to do away with it. But if it is
maintained to honour that great work
of salvation of our God in the birth of
His Son, God’s Word does not forbid
us to have Christmas (nor Easter and
Pentecost, and so on). Not as a “you
must,” but as a “you may’’; we may
enjoy these days.

I am afraid that this strong rejec-
tion of Christmas, etc., takes away
the Christian freedom which our Lord
gives to us: “All things are lawful, but
not all things are helpful. All things
are lawful, but not all things build
up,” I Cor. 10:23. | am also afraid that
such strong rejection comes close to
a form of legalism. And it is against
legalism that Paul fights in his letter
to the Galatians. Is legalism not also
a form of self-conceived religion? If
there are Christians who (think they
have to) reject Christmas for the sake
of the Lord, they are free to do so. |
feel free to have Christmas and re-
joice in the birth of the Saviour as one
of those great and mighty works of
salvation of our gracious God and
Father in Christ Jesus, His Son, our
Lord.

However, we do good to consider
not only the pagan origin, but also the
pagan, commercialized character of
today’s Christmas (and Easter). It is
too bad that also among us the
Christmas tree and the Christmas
presents and the specific Christmas
sphere and mood, are taking over,
whereby the true meaning of the birth
of Christ and the glorification and
sanctification of His Name so easily
are pushed to the background or for-
gotten.

| wish you all a true, Scriptural,
Christian Christmas and a blessed
New Year.

J. GEERTSEMA



LOUISVILLE, KY. (RNS)

The highest judicial body of the
9.6 millicn-member United Methodist

Church has ruled that there is
nothing in church faw to prohibit
homosexuals from being ordained to
the ministry.

The unanimous ruling came Oct.
30 after churches in Texas, Georgia
and Colorado had complained about
Bishop Melvin Wheatly, Jr’s appoint-
ment of a gay minister to the staff of
a Denver congregation. The denom-
ination is the second-largest main-
line Protestant church in America.

“We are sensitive to the issue
and concerns involved,” the nine-
member Judicial Council said in its
opinion. “Qur authority, though, is to
interpret the existing law of the
church, and we find no provision
making same-sex orientation a dis-
qualification forordination.” (CN)

* K K

iIN OCTOBER, Episcopal and Luther-
an bishops joined for the first time
to distribute the Eucharist at a Lu-
theran Communion service. The co-

operation came after the two denom-

inations approved closer relations in
Sepiember. Episcopal Church Pre-
siding Bishop John M. Allin and heads
of three Lutheran bodies . .. also an-
nounced they will celebrate a joint
‘Fucharist in Washington D.Cs Na-
tional Cathedral next January. (CT)

ok

THE EUROPEAN CONFESSING FEL-

Q

WSHIPS (ECF) came out swinging
their recent fourth convention.
ingen (West Germany) University
ss0r Peter Beyerhaus accused
Varld Council of Churches of
istortion of Biblical truths.”

He said that documents preparad for
next summer's WCC assembly con-
tain  ‘“‘dire  misrepresentations of
Christology.” The ECF during its
three-day  gathering
abortion, pronography, common-faw
marriage, sexual abuse of young
people, legitimization of homosexu-
ality, and euthanasia. (CT)

* ok

A RURAL COMMUNITY HEALTH Pro-
ject in Pakistan was temporarily
closed after a Muslim student nurse
became a Christian. The Bible and
Medical Missionary Fellowship oper-
ated the much appreciated project in
the village of Kunri. Meanwhile, a
commitiee appointed by President
Mohammed Zia ul-Hag to suggest
ways of turning Pakistan into a truly
islamic state, has come up with
these propesals: the death penalty
for prostitution and drug trafficking,
a ban on ballroom dancing, the
confiscation and burning of all vulgar
and obscene materials, and mea-
sures to discourage women from buy-
ing jewelry and highly embroidered
cloth. (CT)

* % w

BUCHAREST (KNA)

The Rumanian governmeni made
known a considerable restriction of
the number of students of theology.
Especially the HRoman Catholics,
Lutherans, Calvinists, and Unitar-
ians are affected by this decree, but
not the Orthodox Church. The six
Roman Catholic bishoprics are per-
mitted only thirty students.

The Rumanian government saye
that by this measure it will diminish
the influence of the Vatican and the
activities of the Roman Catholic
Church and of other, smaller reli-
gions.

The limitations put on the
number of students of theology are
also intended to counteract national-
istic feelings with the minorities in
Rumania. Most of the adherents of
the religions affected belong namely
to the Hungarian and German minori-
tiesin the country. (ND)

* ok

DURHAM, N.C. (RNS)

Advocates of biblical inerrancy
were sharply denocunced here by the
new bishop of the Lutheran Church
in America's North Carolina Synod in
his first address to its Eastiern North
Carolina District.

Bishop Michael McDaniel said
he had little patience with the doc-
trine of biblical inerrancy advocated

condemned

by the Lutheran Chu |
Synod, but added, “Let’s pr
we keep our tempers, because
very impatient with fundamental-
ists.” The bishop then proceeded to
lose his temper, denouncing in-
errancy as a “hysterical point of view
adopted by cowardly people who
didn’t have the guis to lean on Jesus
Christ.” {CN)

Gk

PITTSBURGH (RNS)

The new minister of the First
Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh is not
your typical clergyman. “I would call
myself an atheist, | really do not be-
lleve there is anything up there in the
sky,” declared the Rev, Paul H. Beat-
tie during an interview at the Shady-
side Church. Further, he said, the Bi-
ble for him, personally, is not a pri-
mary reference for living. He gets more
spiritual  strength  from reading
Shakespeare, poetry or the lives of
people he admires. And sin, Mr. Beat-
ty said, is a word that he tries 1o stay
away from.

Mr. Beattie can understand why
many Christians are appalled by
such views. He was raised a funda-
mentalist Baptist. He went through
the “Born again” experience but, he
said, “l didn’t take it.” (CN)
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Living in Babylon . ..

We live in a world where, if you
attentively listen {o the news properly
— not only reading the comics when
you open the newspaper — and where
you listen critically, like Daniel would,
to the news as it comes on the T.V.
and the radio, you would notice (and |
hope that you are noticing that al-
ready) that you indeed live in a Baby-
lonian world. You life in a world where
man is the idol and where the faith is
in man: “We will make it. We will
bring the Shalom!” In that world we
are called to live in a new nature. You
can only come to that tendency learn-
ing, you can only come to that learn-
ing, receiving, hearing and seeing,
modeling, and now that doing, if you
are in the new nature of Jesus Christ.
If you have died with Christ; if your
baptism indeed means for you that
you have died with Christ to this
world, to Babylon, and you have
become a citizen to the Jerusalem
which is above, structured by the law
of Christ, then you are equipped to
make your decisions. Then you are
being prepared to live in what | would
like to call the car-home age.

In using that expression, the
“car-home age,” | feel that | am bring-
ing the meaning of the concept “Bab-
ylon” a little closer to home. You ses,
when we talk about Babylon and about
that idolatry of man, then we say,
“That's outside; that's outside the
Canadian Reformed Churches; that's
outside this building, outside the
Young People’s Societies, outside
- our homes, outside our schools.” But
when | say we live in the “car-home
age,” then | bring home to you the
f how difficult it is to live a re-
e Christian life, actively; how
is to use that pailful of edu-
sistently.

The car-home . ..

Last night | happened to mention
to some of you fellows that when | got
mmarried | had to make quite an adjust-
ment. | was used to the boys. | loved
my girlfriend, but to become a mar-
ried man is something different . ...

You come home with your friend;
it is twelve midnight. But it is three
before you go to bed, because you
have been talking in the car. The
moon just shining through that win-
dow — it has its own atmosphere,
you know. You just feel at home in a
car! You know, when you step through
the door of your parents’ house, there
are the rules, there is the voice, “You
woke me up. Do you realize it is three
o’clock? | thought | heard the car
come in at twelve. Why did you not
corne in?” Gggggrrrrerrm .. ..

Interference .... Give me the
car. In my own car I'm my own boss.
In my own car I'm at home. I'm masier
in my own car. As soon as I'm in the
house I'm a kid again. But when 'min
the car, you know, I'm somebody. |
can even receive guests in my car. In
some cases | can even receive girls in
rmy car, If my car is big enough, and if
she has a pill in her purse, orl carry a
condom in my pocket. Right? That's
what the car is like. The car gives you
loads of opportunities which vyou
don’t have at home. At home ...
that's where the structure is. At home
... that’'s where the tendency learn-
ing is. At home ... that’s where the
open Bible is. But | haven’t got all that
in the car ... | leave that at home!
And in the car ... ! have my life. And
in the trunk | have my booze. And
wherever | stop, { have my life. | can
receive guests in my car and | can
share the booze with them. And when
i don’t have it with me, then some-
thing is missing. Because, you know,
this is my life. This is my week-day

life. This is even my Thanksgiving
weekend life, at least for some of us
— let’s be frank.

Now, where Is my Sunday face?
OUT WITH THAT SUNDAY FACE.
Where is my week-day face? OUT OF
THE OTHER WINDOW WITH MY
WEEK-DAY FACE. | AM ONE!

A car? Enjoy it! | used to! And |
still do. In certain ways it is a neces-
sary evil because it costs way too
much money. On the other hand, you
know, it is a wonderful feeling to be
somewhere where you are you, but
then the “you” who is using that
pailful of education in that car, for
that car has a place of responsibility
in your life.

And now | am just using that car
as a symbol, an example, for there are
many more situations and places: the
apartment, the other places in my life
where it boils down to this, “Am l also
here a child of God, yes or no?” Also
here | am under commitment to use
what God has taught me. Am | a per-
son who lives by the “nose chart,”
needing to be reminded all the time:
step one, step two? Do | need a guar-
dian and a tutor also in my car? Oram
i an adolescent who is enjoying that
responsibility, that opportunity, that
God gives me, that | come to Chris-
tian, moral action? | have received
that pailful of education, 'm not go-
ing to slosh it!

You remember how miserable it
felt to carry that pailful of water and
your jeans got all wet and cold from
that sloshing water? THAT's what we
do to our life when we spill the educa-
tion, the Christian education which
our LORD gives to us. We st
ing wet all over. And we don't
admit it, but it does not fee
Whatever anyone says, it fe
thing but good: it is dre
makes you lose your ¢




retards your growth — until you final-
ly, by the grace of God, get so fed up
with it that you say, “Hey, this feels
much better. Just simply doing what
I've been taught all along. Why did |
not start earlier?”

Responsible Christian Action

Responsible Christian action
leads to security, security in the love
of God, who loved me “while | was
yet a sinner”; security in the love of
God who does not come to me and
say, “Now you first become a goodie
goodie, and then | will love you.” No.
It is the God who says, “I love you.
And | teach you in My love. Now be
thankful to Me and love Me in return.”

We do not love God to get some-
thing. We do not love God like a little
child who kisses Mom so he will get a
cookie. We love the LORD God be-
cause he has first loved us and placed
us in security, so that in that car of
mine | don’t have to feel insecure, but
secure; because | belong to the God
who loved me while | was a sinner
and who wants to use me so that |
love Him in return. Then | become
somebody, | become significant.

| become somebody who in this
world, with all the simple work that |
may be doing — | may be turning a
wrench, or | may be serving at a gas-
pump, or | may be a medical doctor —
am significant, for / am doing it as a
Christian. | am doing it as | have been
taught. | am doing it as it is ingrained
in me. I'm significant because I’'m heir
of God’s kingdom.

The Street

Then you withstand Babylonian
pressures. On the top of the list of
these | place the street. | do not know
whether you understand what | mean
by street. The closest you come to the
“street” is mostly your car. In my min-
istry | have had occasion to visit a
young brother in one of the jails of
our country. What this young brother
talked mostly about was the “street.”

“You know, you get fed up and
disappointed with the young fellows
and young girls in the Canadian Re-
formed Churches. They have Sunday
faces and week-day faces; but they
have just as much booze and drugs
as others have.” And he was frosted
by it. For all these young people looked
at him as the bad one .... And he
started pointing fingers. He was

wrong, dead wrong. It never helps
when we blame others where we are
to stand corrected ourselves. And yet
.... No, he was not wrong altogether
either. We are responsible for one an-
other.

The “street.” He said that it’s dif-
ferent on the street. It’s not like in the
church. On the street they stick up for
each other — solidarity.

Now that’s the street. Babylon-
ian pressure. Seemingly the “street”
has its solidarity; the “street” takes
care of its own.

But he was wrong. For together
they are where death is. And in soli-
darity they sink down in the mire.
Time and again the truth of that sur-
faced. He knew it all right. He knew
the law of God, but it was not easy to
give in.

Now | said that your car is the
closest that brings you to that. Cars
get you to all kinds of places. Cars
get you to all kinds of situations . ...

You are just like my little dog. |
would take our little dog out for runs
in the fields behind our home. For the
longest time | could let her run free
without the leash, and when | would
call, “Draper! Tktktktktk ...,” she
would come right back to me. But
then came the point that she discov-
ered that in the tall weeds | could not
see a little dog. You walk your dog
along tall weeds: one moment you
see her, the next moment she has dis-
appeared. Have you ever tried to find
a little dog in tall weeds? She found
that if she made herself invisible she
could do what she wanted. She could
follow the trail and she could track
the scent to find out where that male
was....

Now you find with the Old Testa-
ment prophets that they use the same
images for the wayward people of
God. We go into situations; we follow
the scents, the trails. Nobody sees
us. We can go where we want. We can
arrange the situations. And we all
cover up for each other, for the
‘“street” is solidaristic.

Friends — School — Church —
Young People’s Societies.

Friends. Well, I'll just mention
the old keyword which you are all fed
up with, no doubt: “peer pressure.”

But you know what I’'ve noticed?
Although everybody is fed up with
that keyword ‘peer pressure,” so

many people keep having problems
with it. It still is so important that | am
like the next one that, although I live
by the slogan, “Dare to be a Daniel,
dare to stand alone,” I'll do what
everybody else does, because he
must be a Daniel, so I'd better join
him. Friends. Peer pressure. God loved
me while | was a sinner. God made
me secure in His love. God gives me
the significance of heir of His king-
dom. WHO NEEDS PEERS?

Paul says, “Imitate me; follow
your leaders in the faith; those are
your peers. Who needs friends that
break up your lifestyle? Who needs
friends that give you guilt complexes,
who wean you away from you loved
ones, who make you lose your self-re-
spect?

You are heirs of the kingdom of
God. You are taught in the Church, in
the Christian schools, and so you
have the opportunity in that beautiful
time of your life which you people
have . ...

| still remember the Young Peo-
ple’s Societies of that time of my life:
the talks; the time of your life of ex-:
ploring; the time of your life of getting
your fingers behind the answers of
life; the joy when you start finding
them; the pleasure when you have
some fellows and some girls in your
group who have some of the answers
and are not stuck up about it but are
simply one with you.

My five years of Young People’s
Societies were the first five years af-
terthe “Liberation” of the Church and
from the war in Holland in 1944, There
had been years of war, there had been
years of unrest in the churches. But
after the Liberation in the Church we
had a bunch of young fellows and
young girls who ranged in age from
(me, the youngest one) fifteen, to (the
oldest one) twenty-five. And we did
not notice any age difference. For
what we were there for was, in that
post-war world, to get our hands
again behind the answers which
structure life. Upon the rocks and
upon the ruins of the Second World
War, we wanted to build something
again. And build we did, by God’s
grace. And builders you must be. You
have received a pailful of education.
Live in Babylon as citizens of Jerusa-
lem. Love Jerusalem and carry your
pail well.

J. VAN RIETSCHOTEN
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If He Came To Your House

Would you meet Him at the door with arms
outstretched in welcome?
Or would you have to change your clothes before
you let Him in?
Or hide some magazines and put the Bible
where they’d been?
Would you hide your worldly music and
put some hymn books out?
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would
you rush about?
And I wonder — if the Saviour spent a day or
two with you,
Would you go right on doing the things you always do?
Would you go on saying the things you always say?
Would life for you continue as it does from
day to day?
Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you’d
planned to go?
Or would you maybe change your plans for just
a day or so?
Would you be glad to have him meet your very
closest friends?
Or would you hope they stay away until His visit ends?
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever
on and on? '
Or would you sigh with great relief when He
at last was gone?
It might be interesting to know the things
that you would do
If Jesus came in person to spend some time with you.

Anonymous

Poem taken from Guideposts, January, 1966
This Page Donated By:
Peter Van Egmond & Sons Ltd., Shelterclad Construction Ltd.
Burlington, Ontario



PATRIMONY PROFILE -

By Rev. W.W.J. VanOene

Had the Church been strong in her convictions
regarding both doctrine and Church polity, and had
she been insistent on living according to the adopted
order and willing and prepared to bear the cost of
that herself, things might have turned out differently.
Now there was laxity, indifference, and a false ecu-
menicity concept. Hardly anything could be expected
of the leaders, most of whom had kept their promi-
nent positions throughout the various changes of the
previous twenty years. The ecclesiastical officials
and bodies took a wait-and-see attitude and remained
inactive.

There was one exception: the Churches of South
Holland pressed for the convening of provincial syn-
ods, but the king refused, under the pretext that that
would be too expensive. The real reason was that
plans were already in the making for another organi-
zation.

The king did take the matters of the Church to
heart. As soon as feasible he issued an order that the
salaries of the ministers should be paid to alleviate
their poverty and misery. In November 1814 a Depart-
ment of Public Worship was established. One of the
persons who occupied an influential position in that
department was the well-known J.D. Janssen.

It was suggested to the king to have a general
synod covened in order that that assembly might
make the necessary changes and improvements in the
organization of the Church. However, the Council of
State advised against it: it did not see the need for a
change in the organization of the Church. The king, it
was suggested, could appoint a committee, if any de-
fects and shortcomings were discovered, to advise
regarding improvements deemed necessary.

The king did indeed appoint a committee, but
not the kind of committee the Council of State had
suggested. When it was appointed and went to work,
it appeared that all its eleven minister-members had
to do was to approve a new regulation which had
been prepared in secret. They were permitted to make
some remarks and suggestions, which resulted in a
few minor changes. The same gentlemen were called
to a meeting in The Hague on October 25, 1815, where
the concept was adopted and signed. The Council of
State still made a few minor corrections, and on Jan-
uary 7, 1816, royal assent was given. The title of the
new order was ‘“General Regulation for the Govern-
ment of the Reformed Church of the Kingdom of The
Netherlands.”

The New Regulation

Let’s take a brief look at how the organization of
the Netherlands Reformed Church was revised and

regulated. In the first place we note that the singular
“Church” is used. It is a principle of truly Reformed
church polity that we speak of Churches (plural),
since each local Church is autonomous and has no
one else above it and its office-bearers but Christ
alone.

It is characteristic of what we call a collegialistic
system that the singular is used for the country-wide
(Netherlands Reformed Church, United Church) or
even world-wide (Roman Catholic) body, of which
then the local congregations are considered to be
members or locals. A collegialistic system is by its
very nature also hierarchical: the local congregation
is lowest on the ladder of authority and power; the
broader the coverage, the greater the power. At the
head of the whole body one finds then either a synod
or a person, be it a pope or a king. In the latter two
cases we usually give the system a different name,
but the basics are the same.

Such a collegialistic system was introduced in
1816. Of the country-wide body the Regulation speaks
as the Netherlands Reformed Church; the local Church-
es are called Netherlands Reformed Congregations.

The highest authority is with the General Synod,
whose president is appointed each year by the king,
as is the case with the secretary and the treasurer.
Each Provincial Church Board appoints one member
to attend the yearly synodical meetings. Each theo-
logical faculty of the three universities (Leiden, Utrecht,
and Groningen) appoints a professor to attend synod
in an advisory capacity.

The membership of the various Provincial Boards
consists of one minister from each classis and, alter-
nately, one of the classes is to appcint an elder or
past elder. The Provincial Boards decide about possi-
ble controversies between the classes, admit candi-
dates into or suspend and depose ministers from the
ministry, and take care of the funds for ministers’
widows.

The Churches under the Provincial Boards are
divided into classes. A Classical Board consists of:
the member of the Provincial Board as chairman, fur-
ther some ministers, elders, and past elders, to be
appointed by the king. The Classical Board takes
care of the ministers’ widows and orphans, of the in-
terests of the Churches in its region, and has the su-
pervision over congregations, consistories, and minis-
ters. Once a year a general Classical meeting was to
be held consisting of all ministers and some elders of
the region.

Each Classis is divided into “Rings” or Circuits.
These Rings or Circuits take care of pulpit supply in
vacant Churches. The circuit ministers do not meet
as if they had any authority to govern, but only for
mutual upbuilding and for the strengthening of broth-
erly love.

It does not take long to discover the basic dif-
ference between this set-up and the truly Reform-
ed church polity as laid down in the Church Order
of Dordrecht. The ecclesiastical assemblies were
abolished; in their place came boards upon whose
membership the Church(es) had practically no in-
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fluence. And what still looked somewhat like an
“old-fashioned ” Classis was no more than a
vague shadow of its predecessor. The power and
authority was put into the hands of a few men.
Hierarchy was reintroduced. The new Regulation
was to become an instrument in the hands of
those in power to oppose a return to God’s Truth,
to protect false doctrine, and to persecute those
whose only desire was to live holily according to
the Word of the Lord. Its main author and spiritual
father? Head clerk J.D. Janssen, secretary to the
Minister of Public Worship, Repelaer van Driel.

A Few Protests

Did the Churches accept the new Regulation
without a word of protest or without any effort on
their part to retain the old ‘“organization” as
agreed upon in the Church Order? The only ones
who noticed the changes were the consistories,
the office-bearers. The old names had been retain-
ed: consistory, classis, synod; only the word
“Board” was added to some of these terms. No
change was brought about in the consistories;
new regulations covering the consistories were
adopted only in 1825. Thus the large majority of
the membership did not notice any changes for
quite a while.

Some ecclesiastical assemblies did send in
their objections. Two months after royal assent
had been given, Classis Amsterdam sent its objec-
tions to the king. These objections can be sum-
marized as follows:

1. The Synod received too much power. Its members
had no credentials by which they were bound and
instructed regarding their discussions and deci-
sions.

2. Since there were only relatively few members,
there was an even greater danger that a popish or
episcopal authority would grow from the present
situation. And the danger was not imaginary (since
the members were not bound by credentials) that
Synod would make changes in liturgical and con-
fessional forms.

3. The proper way would have been to convene the
assemblies which had been established more
than two hundred years ago, so that they could
make the necessary changes upon approbation by
the king.

The protest was sent to the king on March 4, 1816, a

scant two months after the Regulation had come into

force.

There was no other address to which the protest
could be sent than the king, but actually appellants
were faced with the formidable task of changing the
king’s whole concept of the relationship between
Church and State and of his own position and task or
non-task towards the Church. During the years of his
exile he had become acquainted with the episcopal
system in England and the Lutheran system in Ger-
many. That had helped him form his ideas about the
organization of the Church. Besides, the Regulation
had been approved by the king, and it was almost a

foregone conclusion that a protest would be re-
jected.

However, the reply could hardly have been more
haughty and derogatory. Already on the 28th of that
same month the classis received an answer sent on
behalf of the king by the Minister of Public Worship.
The brethren were given to understand that Classis
Amsterdam had ceased to exist as of January 7,
1816, and that they no longer had any right to call
themselves by that name. Further complaints were
not to be sent to the king but should be dealt with by
... the synod. In Dutch one would say that they were
told “to go to the devil for auricular confession.”

Classis Amsterdam had also touched upon the
possible changes in liturgical and confessional
forms and the danger for the true doctrine connected
with that. They were told that they did not have to be
afraid of that, since Article IX of the General Regula-
tion provided, “Maintaining the doctrine of the
Reformed Church is always to be the main concern
of all who, in their various positions, have been
charged with the government of the Church....” -

At the first synod convened in accordance with
the new Regulation a protest from some ministers in
the (former) Classes Leiden and Woerden met with
the same treatment and received the same reply as
the one from Classis Amsterdam.

The First Meeting of Synod and After

On June 3, 1816, the first synod met. Or should
we say that the synod met for the first time on that
day? The latter is more correct in this case, also with
a view to its membership. When it met, the synod
consisted of twenty members, all appointed by the
king. There were twelve ministers, one elder, the
secretary and the treasurer, three professors, and
two political commissioners. There was little muta-
tion in the membership during the years following.
Secretary and treasurer were permanent members,
usually the same person was appointed as president
(one occupied that position for fourteen years, from
1825-1839 — we shall read his name again in connec-
tion with the Secession: H.H. Donker Curtius), and
Mr. J.D. Janssen attended all meetings until 1847.

After an introductory ceremony the Minister of
Public Worship gave an oration in which the task of
the assembly was set forth, and the work began. This
work consisted mainly of examining and approving
the special regulations which had already been
drafted beforehand. Synod was adjourned on the
13th of July. The (former) Classis Amsterdam did not
make use of the opportunity “to bring freely and
unimpededly any objections which might still be left
with them to the upcoming synod,” as the Acts state.

This synod showed in its decisions that the fear
of Classis Amsterdam was well-founded. The
haughty reply that maintaining the doctrine of the
Reformed Church ought always to be the aim of all
who were charged with the government of the Church
was no guarantee at all and soon proved to be of no
value or impact when synod started to work.

to be continued.
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Dear Readers:

Another vyear is almost past — a year in which we here in Canada could continue to
enjoy unlimited freedom. If we look around in this world, this certainly is a great
privilege. O, yes, we all are experiencing the consequences of the economic
recession, but did the Lord not provide us with our daily bread? Hopefully, our
dependence on our Lord and Saviour is being strengthened on account of it, drawing
us closer to Him. In such times, we perhaps also become better stewards of the gifts
the Lord entrusts to us, using them first and foremost in our service in His Kingdom.

As you may recall, I have sold Premier Printing Ltd. to br. G. Van Dijken who comes
from Assen, The Netherlands. He took over the management of Premier on Sept. 1,
1982. This is therefore my last letter to Clarion readers. It has been a privilege to
serve you as publisher of Clarion for the past ten years. Everything did not always go
as well as we would have liked, but our constant aim has been to publish a magazine
whose contents display our desire to live in humble, but strict, obedience to the Word
of God and in accordance with the Three Forms of Unity. We are gratetul for the part
we could play in promoting the Reformed heritage passed on to us through the Great
Reformation, the Secession (1834), and the Liberation (1944), and in informing you of
the happenings in our churches, our theological college, our schools, our teachers |
college, etc.

A1l this we could not have accomplished without the dedicated editors and

contributors who continuously cupplied us with copy for Clarion. I wish to express my
heartfelt gratitude to all those who more or less regularly contributed articles for the
magazine this past year: Dr. Faber, Rev. DeJong, Rev. Geertsema, Rev. Stam, Rev. |
Van Dooren, Aunt Betty, and Mrs. Riemersma, and others.

One name I purposely omitted: the Rev. VanOene. Since January 1972, he has first |
been editor and then managing editor. Carrying the bulk of the workload, he has ;
filled column after column, issue after issue, year after year. Like most writers, he has *
not been spared criticism. However, the genuine love for our churches and the |
constant watch over our “inheritance,” which he so dearly wishes to “‘preserve,”
motivated him to continue to write. Thank you, Rev. VanOene. It has been enriching
to work with you.

A sincere thank you is due to all our correspondents who worked hard to maintain that
important link between the publisher and the people.

Last but not least, my sincere appreciation to our readers who by their subscriptions
made it possible to publish regularly, and to those who placed advertisements —
birth, engagement, wedding, wedding anniversary announcements, etc. — which
helped keep the subscription rate down. Especially these announcements make our
magazine a real Church-family magazine.

w

May the Lord keep us all close to Him, . . . that [we] rightly acknowledge the only
true God, trust in Him alone, submit to Him with all humility and patience, expect all
good from Him only, and love, fear, and honour Him with [our] whole heart; so that
[we] leave and forsake all creatures rather than do even the least thing against His
will” (Lord’s Day 34, Q & A 94).

May you all have a truly Christian festive season and a blessed and prosperous New
Year.

G. Kuik
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school.  crossing

A. “Flashback” of the John Calvin
School — Burlington, Ontario

John Calvin School, so | have
been told, is one of the oldest (if not
the oldest) Canadian Reformed School
Society in Canada. If this is the case
then | think it appropriate to share
some of its history with our “School
Crossing” readers. It goes without
saying, of course, that we are writing
this out of gratitude to the Lord who
enabled us to operate this school for
the education of our children in ac-
cordance with His Word. Perhaps we
should say that despite our sins and
shortcomings the Lord builds and
maintains the schools for the further-
ance of His Kingdom, and is willing to
use us as instruments. What a privi-
lege!

Although the Canadian Reformed
Church in Burlington was not institut-
ed until May 1, 1955, Burlington resi-
dents, who were members of the
church in Hamilton, had been wor-
shipping separately since February
1954. On March 30, 1954, the Canadi-
an Reformed School Society of Bur-
lington was founded by the Burling-
ton parents. Funds were collected on
a regular basis and those behind the
society were recruiting others to be-
come members on a regular basis.
The weekly contribution was set at 25
cents per week. Five months after the
institution of the Ebenezer Church in
Burlington, the Rev. VanDooren was
installed as minister. The school soci-
ety needed a push, and with a minis-
ter who is a great believer in Christian
education and with his involvement in
Christian schools in The Netherlands,
Rev. VanDooren ultimately became
chairman of the society.

In October 1955, the first Church
bulletin was issued. In the second
bulletin dated November 5, 1955, we
were already reading about discus-
sions taking place between the Con-
sistory and school board regarding
the purchase of a common property
for both the church and school. Dur-
ing the first week of April 1956, Mr.
Thomas Smith accepted the offer
made to him for his farm located on a
dead-end, dusty road, on what was
then the outskirts of Burlington (now
the center of town). Church and school
were now the proud owners of a few
acres of land.
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Not until the fall of 1956 was a
school membership meeting held in
the basement of the Church which
was just completed. It didn’t seem
possible to build a school based on
the estimates of public school costs.
The public school estimate was over
$80,000, an impossible amount for
the fifty or so members; however, the
school was actually built for $42,000
in 1961-62. Nevertheless, everyone
had committed themselves and be-
came more regular in their contribu-
tions. Time and again we read re-
minders in the old bulletins not to for-
get the “Rode Bus” (red box) for col-
lections, and it took years sometimes
for people to accept the regular sacri-
fice as normal.

The first plans to have Saturday
morning school were made in June of
1956. It took a year or so to get it off
the ground, but this Saturday morn-
ing school became the forerunner of
our full-time educational system. On
February 20, 1959, plans to establish
a League of Canadian Reformed
School Societies were made, indicat-
ing the need for communication with
other church groups who had a com-
mon goal — Reformed education for
their children.

The first issue of our now month-
ly magazine, Home and School, was
published on September 13, 1959.
Publication thereafter was very irreg-
ular, but nevertheless it kept the
membership involved and informed
about plans regarding the future of
the school.

Some of the highlights dealt
with:

— a discussion between the “Rode
Bus’ and the yellow bus (school
bus)

— the suggestion to name the future
school “John Calvin School,”
which was adopted and remains
so until today

— the hiring of a full-time teacher to
plan the curriculum, etc.(Without
a building you can’t sell a Dutch-
man on hiring anyone until the
school doors are actually open!).

On January 16, 1961, a charter was is-
sued incorporating the society. We
had planned to open the school in
September 1961, but with no principal
teacher in place, the opening had to
be postponed until September 1962.

During a membership meeting in
early 1962, the chairman held a speech
which was called “Lest We Forget.”
There the chairman told the mem-
bers:

You are the parents of the chil-
dren; we are the board elected by
you. When the school opens its
doors in September, you will send
your children and the funds re-
quired to operate the school. We
the board will do our utmost to
ensure Reformed education for
your children.

In August the school building was of-
ficially opened with a meeting in the
church and a social hour in the school.
For many it was an emotional evening
which will always be remembered. If
there was some division among the
membership before, it was forgotten
during that evening. That was neces-
sary, of course, because on Septem-
ber 4, 1962, John Calvin School of
Burlington opened its doors for the
first time to 145 covenant children
from 54 families. The children were
received by four teachers dedicated
to their task and with a lot to learn
about Christian education. Neverthe-
less they took on the challenge and
thus laid the foundation of the John
Calvin School.

The school grew by leaps and
bounds during the first few years. In
1965, three years following the initial
opening we read that the building
committee was already busy adding
two classrooms. This, of course, re-
sulted in the hiring of two more staff
members. Again in 1970 the school
was expanded by the addition of an-
other two classrooms. The ultimate
had been reached; eight classes,
eight classrooms, seven teachers,
and a principal. However, progress
could not be stopped, and in 1975 an
auditorium, kitchen, and two more
classrooms were added to the build-
ing, providing our present ten-room
school. Presently we offer Grades
One to Eight, with full-time remedial,
shop, and home economics.

At the moment an expansion
committee is looking into the future
requirements, since the area around
the school has become high density
and the student body is expected to
grow from its present 250 to approxi-
mately 300-310 within the next ten



years. Kindergarten and Grades 9 and
10 are also alternatives that are being
studied at the same time.

Many people have given many
hours to the school, and | am sure
they did it for the Lord. That is why |
shall refrain from mentioning any
names of board and committee mem-
bers. Allow me to thank the past prin-
cipals: Mr. J.B. Ludwig, Mr. Wm. Hors-
man, and Mr. H. Hoogstra, for direct-

ing the school to the best of their abil-.

ities, each in his term, during the last
twenty years. Presently the principal-
ship is in the hands of Mr. Nick Van-
dooren who started last September.
We wish him the wisdom and strength
required to fulfill such a demanding
task.

During my five years as chair-
man of the school board, | have learn-
ed that teaching is much more than
just a job, and that everyone, but es-
pecially we as parents, should pray
for all teachers on a regular basis. Af-
ter all, we have transferred part of our
responsibility to them to educate our
covenant children, not only in math
and science, etc., but in the fear of
the Lord.

Slowly the second generation is
taking over the reins. They will never
understand the first struggles that
took place. That is not necessary,
however, as long as the burning first
love of the first generation for Chris-
tian education transfers to the sec-
ond generation. This cannot happen
without being filled with the Holy
Spirit. Therefore, we pray that the
Lord will also in His mercy use the fu-
ture generations as instruments to
further His Kingdom.

Much can be written about this
school that has been in operation for
over twenty years. Allow me to close
with a few lines which were written in
the congregational guide of Septem-
ber 23, 1956, and which still hold true
today:

These two (presently three) mon-

ey boxes beside each other in the

back of the church cannot be
separated; it's a mandate. The
building of a church must be re-

flected by the building of a

school. He who builds on Re-

formed education for the children

of the church, builds on the

future of the church and the
church of the future.

Art Hordyk

Chairman

John Calvin School Board

B. Computers in Education

Not unlike most of the uninitiated
the concept of computers in schools,
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particularly in our own school, seemed
rather far-fetched and futuristic to
me.

Others might be inclined to say,
“Hold it. What kind of new fad are you
thinking of getting involved in now?”

That and many similar questions
are bound to arise. Don’t worry just
yet; no hard and fast decisions have
been made, and you will be further in-
formed. Have you ever thought of it
...a computer in the school?

Most of you will have heard, in
greater or lesser detail, of the ““chip.”
This tiny piece of silicon is capable of
technical “magic.” It is capable of
putting on our wrists and in our pock-
ets what not many years ago was ver:’
sophisticated technological equip-
ment, not only because cf its size, but
also because of the drastic reduction
in cost (isn’t that a rarity in today’s
world?).

What it has done for watches and
calculators it is also doing to the
much more complex computer. The
price of desk top computers is now
such that they are within the scope of
even a small enterprise like our own.

A question that naturally comes
up is whether that is a good reason
for considering it. Not by itseif, of
course. The key question should be,
“Does a computer have value in our
school as an educational tool.” The
answer to that is a definite yes.

To get a feeling for that reality, a
visit was arranged for the staff to a
computer facility of The North York
Board of Education. Once there, we
received a ‘“briefing” on computer
hardware (the machinery) and soft-
ware (the programs) currently in use
and available. We naturally had many
questions, most of which were an-
swered, and we even had an oppor-
tunity to try our hands at the ma-
chines.

As a group, the staff was im-
pressed with the possibilities, partic-
ularly in the areas of remedial work
(extra drill, review) and of advanced
work for the gifted among our pupils.
The key lies in the availability and
cost of suitable software. That is, are
there enough programs available at
moderate cost to make the invest-
ment in the hardware feasible?

The beauty of the equipment,
among other things, is that programs
can be written to suit our special
needs. Thus computer technology
could even be brought to bear in the
areas of Bible and Church History —
novel as that idea may strike you.

That would be more long-term
naturally, since it would involve staff
learning to program the equipment,
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which is not an overnight undertak-
ing.

The Education Committee has
done some research and thinking in
this area. Hopefully, there will be a
machine to demonstrate the possibil-
ities to you at the Fall Membership
meeting. In the meantime, think of the
possibilities . . ..

F. LUDW!G
Credo Courier — Brampton, Ontario

C. Canadian Reformed Teachers
Association — Convention
October 29, 1982 (Main Address)

Ten Commandments and
Moral Education

After we had our awakening
cup of coffee, we were presented with
a very enlightening speech by Rev.
VanDooren. The topic: “Ten Com-
mandments and Moral Education.”
He began by asking, “Is there really a
separation between the two? Can we
isolate the ten commandments from
the other laws, the civil and ceremoni-
al laws? Is this the teaching of the
Scriptures? Does Scripture tell us to
take it apart? Are some laws to by-
gone and do others remain unchange-
able?”

If we set the ten words apart we
present ourselves with a danger.
There is no distinction in the New Tes-
tament. The New Testament shows
the love of God revealed in the law.
Christ was unimpressed by the petty
rules of the Pharisees. Christ preached
to us righteousness apart from the
law. Laws can be obeyed without love
in your heart, as the Pharisees did: it
was a law of self-righteousness. They
thought they could save themselves
and that the Lord was indebted to
them. Pharisees thought obedience
to the law brings redemption. Obedi-
ence — Yes! But love also includes
obedience. The law is abolished as a
means of self-righteousness. Chil-
dren can never repay love of parents,
but they can in return give love —
through obedience.

Rev. VanDooren then took the
term “moral education.” Just as the
ten words are often separated from
the other laws, so is moral education
from other education. This is wrong,
since moral education should be in
the way you teach, not separate.
More serious, though, is that moral
education is separated from religious
teaching. You cannot have moral edu-
cation without faith. Without faith it
is impossible to please God. Moral
education is a response from the
heart. It has to be integrated into reli-
gious education. We cannot act mor-

ally right if we are not changed by the
Holy Spirit. Moral behaviour is the
work of the Spirit. As it says in Lord’s
Day 32, we may be assured of our
faith by the fruits thereof, and only
because Christ, having redeemed us
by His blood, also renews us by His
Holy Spirit. As it also says in Ephe-
sians 5, the fruits of the Spirit are
love, joy, etc ....So moral education
is not in contrast with the ten words
but is the fulfillment of them. The ten
words themselves do not mention
this, but the New Testament gives us
the whole picture.

Therefore love, moral education,
is the fulfillment of the law.

P. BAARTSE
School Newsletter, Chatham, Ontario

D. From the Annual Report
of the Society of Christian Schools
in British Columbia

There continues to be a disturb-
ing reality: many boards and teachers
seem to think that it is possible to
break with the powers and principali-
ties of the secular world of education
just by teachers being converted
Christians. Now, of course, being a
Christ-confessor and prayerfully liv-
ing this confession in one’s personal
life is a prerequisite for being a Chris-
tian teacher. However, we all see
through a glass darkly, and in an age
when in society-at-large there is no
“Christian mind,” we need, as a
Christian school community, to test
the spirits and continually search for
ways in which we can be obedient to
God in our educational enterprise.
Therefore it hurts ... not just our-
selves or even our children, but it
hurts the name of our God:

— when boards do not insist on
teachers taking courses dealing
with Christian approaches to
education, or when teachers are
reluctant to take such courses;

— when schools do not use Chris-
tian textbooks or resources when
they are available (e.g., few high
schools as yet have class sets of
CSI's Natives of the Northwest
Coast, specifically written for our
Grade 8 S.C.S. social studies pro-
gram);

— when some teachers show little
interest in developing truly Chris-
tian approaches for their class-
rooms, whether those be ap-
proaches published in some of
our classroom units or ones they
develop themselves;

— when teachers let a secular text
determine the goals and struc-
ture of a course rather than ana-



lyzing the world-view of the text
and on that basis deciding in
what way the book can or cannot
be used;

— when boards are so concerned
about budget considerations that
they, are reluctant to provide
funds for Christian resource ma-
terials or costs for courses and
‘workshops that help teachers be-
come better Christian teachers;

— when teachers complain that
“we’ve heard all that philosophi-
cal stuff before,” but in their
classrooms continue to use the
approaches and books that “phil-
osophically’” have been shown to
be at odds with Christian beliefs;

— when boards and communities
fail to provide an environment
that is appreciative and sup-
portive of our teachers and princi-
pals and their often difficult task,
and, instead of encouraging them
to grow in Christian insight and
understanding, do little except
bicker about finances, transpor-
tation difficulties, and minor irri-
tations.

E. A Biblical View of the Child
(Is there a difference?)

So often, when we look at our
children playing on the school
grounds, talking together after
church, or just being with friends, we
wonder what really makes them so
different. Their language and actions
are no better than our neighbour’s
children. They play the same sports,
like the same clothing, and enjoy the
same entertainment. In many ways
our boys and girls seem to be the
same as all other children on the
street. Is there really a difference?

The Bible tells us that the cove-
nant child is an image-bearer of God
(Gen. 1:27, James 3:9). This means
that he is a:

(a) Unity. He is one, body and soul.
He is more than an accumulation
of parts or attributes. He has
meaningful structure through the
interrelationship and interdepen-
dence of his various parts (I Cor.
12:20). He is at once a rational,
emotional, spiritual, physical,
and social being.

(b) Religious being. God breathed in-
to him. He bears the image of
God. He has an intrinsic desire to
worship. Secular education
states that the child has a reli-
gious part or aspect. Christian
education views the child as a to-
tally religious being.

(c) Creature. He is dependent on the
Sovereign God who created him.

He is not autonomous. He is not
the centre of the universe. He
does not function for his own pur-
poses. He recognizes that there
is a God. There is an outside
Force to whom he must respond.
There are absolutes.

(d) Unique Being. He does not reflect
God totally, but partially. He has
unique talents, characteristics,
and traits. The measure of his
various abilities varies (Matt.
25:14-30, | Cor. 7:7)

Besides being an image-bearer, the

child is also a sinner (Ps. 51:5, Rom.

3:23, 1 John 1:8). Is the moral nature of

the child good, bad, or neutral? The

child is not neutral and never was.

Man, in fact, was at one time good.

Genesis 1:31 records: “And God saw

everything that He had made, and be-

hold, it was very good ....” But, as
recorded in Genesis 3, Adam and Eve
sinned, and their nature became a fal-
len one. All children today have a sin-
ful nature and are totally depraved.

Two considerations must be
made, however:

(a) Our children continue to bear the
image of God, no matter how dis-
torted and blurred it may be.

(b) Children are totally depraved, but
not absolutely depraved. Total
depravity means that each
thought, word, and deed has
within it the taint of sin. Absolute
depravity, however, means that
each thought, word, and deed is
so absolutely corrupted that
there is no redeeming feature
whatsoever. Absolute depravity
would result in anarchy and
chaos. But in God’s grace evil is
restrained, so that His divine pur-
poses can be carried out.

Having been given this framework of
the Biblical view of the child, each
reader should do some careful de-
liberation. Take a particular statement
of this article and ask any or all of the
following questions:

(a) What difference should this
make in pupil interaction at
school?

(b) What difference should this
make in the exercise of discipline
within the school? (the home?)

(c) What difference should this
make in our child’s actions? (re-
sponse?)

(d) What difference should it make in
the bringing up of our children?

Very few topics are as difficult to con-

sider in a rational way. The ‘“growing

up’”’ process and the “nurture of the
child” by the parents have no clear-
cut, practical guidelines. Each child

is unique and situations or circum-
stances differ. However, we should
constantly be involved and concerned
with it.

It does make a difference!

N. VANDOOREN
F. Prayer

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

| asked God for strength, that |
might achieve,

| was made weak, that | might
learn humbly to obey.

| asked for health, that | might
do greater things,

| was given infirmity that | might
do better things.

| asked for riches, that | might
be happy,

| was given poverty, that | might
be wise.

| asked for power, that | might
have the praise of men,

| was given weakness, that |
might feel the need of God.

| asked for all things, that | might
enjoy life,

| was given life, that | might
enjoy all things.

I got nothing that | asked for —
but everything | had hoped for.

Almost despite myself, my
unspoken prayers were all
answered.

I am, among all men, most
richly blessed.

Anonymous

May all of you experience a rich-
ly blessed Christmas and New Year!
NICK VANDOOREN
John Calvin School
607 Dynes Road
Burlington, Ontario

10 Kingstréet »E,
Toronto, Ontario M5C 1C3
Phone: (416) 364-5443

OPSPORING ADRESSEN:

DE BOER, Cornelis, Laatstbekende adres:
Ouddiemerlaan 176, Diemen. Naar
Canada vertrokken op 5 juli 1963.

VAN KEEKEN, Johannes Albertus, geboren
op 8 januari 1925.

POETSEMA, Daniel Nicolaas, geboren op
16 mei 1922 te Paree, Indonesie. Naar
Canada vertrokken op 28 februari 1975.

TERWIJN, Maria Henriette Jules, geboren
op 15 februari 1930 te Amsterdam.
Naar Canada vertrokken op 6 april
1951.
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This time we have no congratulations for couples
who celebrate a fortieth or forty-fifth wedding anniver-
sary. We shall have a fifty-fifth anniversary some time in
January, but will have to reserve that one for the next
issue. We might not have any news for the flrst issue in
1983 from other sources!

Yes, it is hard to realize that this is again the last
medley of a whole year. Time goes so fast. Even the chil-
dren complain about it right now, but we shall not com-
plain about it: the faster time goes, the sooner we shall
have arrived at the end of this world’s history and have
entered upon the new world in which righteousness
dwells. Let us rejoice when times goes fast, in the mean-
time using it well, redeeming the time, as the apostle
Paul tells us to do in Eph. 5:16, or “making the most of
every opportunity,” as the NIV has it.

Thankful for the opportunity we had to continue
also our medleys throughout the year, we hasten to con-
clude the series for the year of our Lord 1982. In their
own way — we hope — they have contributed towards
the coming of the Kingdom. Once in a while they also
may have provided some entertainment. Once in a while
they evoked some slight criticism.

The latter was the case with my remarks about the
International Conference of Reformed Churches which
was concluded in Groningen a few weeks ago. One
brother thought that, by the manner in which | wrote
about it, | had violated one of my own principles. He
wrote, among others, “l must say in all honesty that |
found your comments about the Conference in the last
Clarion of a rather inflammatory character. For one who
has always stressed that an official gathering should be
judged on the basis of its Acts, or in this case Proceed-
ings, and not on hearsay, you rather surprised me.”

This reaction did surprise me. Did | not state
.emphatically that | did not write about this particular
conference that was going on but about the concept of
such a conference in general? | did not say that this
particular conference was useless, but | spoke about the
question whether such conferences in general were
indeed so useful and advantageous for the Churches
that the time and money should be spent on them.

Besides, | made my remarks in connection with
what | quoted from the Hamilton bulletin. To the best of
my knowledge | am not guilty of going by hearsay. Even
if | had written about the Conference held in Groningen
in recent weeks, | would not have gone by hearsay, un-
less one considers reports in newspapers and interviews
that are published hearsay. | don’t.

That | am not alone in my doubts may also become
evident from some remarks which the Rev. J. Visscher
makes in the Church News of the Fraser Valley.
“Although | left home with doubts about the value of an
international organization such as this, | returned home
with a great deal more enthusiasm about the need and
the benefits of such a Conference. Hopefully Synod
Cloverdale 1983 will come to share that conviction too.
Time will tell and the Lord will lead.”

About Synod Cloverdale 1983, a few medleys ago |
mistakenly typed ‘“Coaldale” in connection with the
‘forthcoming Synod. In the next envelope | included a
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note requesting correction. Apparently it got lost, so that
| take the opportunity now to make this correction. | cer-
tainly know the difference between these two places and
Congregations.

From the Mission News of the Fraser Valley we
learn that the Rev. and Mrs. Meijer are happy with their
son (after about ten years of marriage, if | can trust'the
dates given in the Yearbook) and that the Boersemas are
happy to be back at work. The Surrey Church tells us that
“During the furlough of Rev. Boersema, we discussed
also the matter of school education for the children. We
thought that what is true here must also count there: if at
all possible the children of the covenant should receive a
Christian school education. The matter was discussed in
S3o Jos€. And (again) a school society was set up. Some
research has been done to see which way it can come to
the establishing of a Christian school.”

This exhausts our news from the Fraser Valley and
beyond, unless we would quote more extensively from
the Mission News. It really would be worthwhile, but
then we might get complaints from our readers out West
that they read it all and want to read something new in
Clarion. | (again) express the wish that a way may be
found that all our people are informed about all the mis-
sion work in one periodical. Keep it warm!

Alberta is next and, in the hope that by the time our
readers in Edmonton see these lines the foul-smelling
gaswell has been capped, we first visit Calgary.

Financial difficulties do not bypass our Alberta
Churches. The Calgary Consistory did a thorough study
of the finances, and first came to the conclusion that,
due to mortgage payments and needed repairs, it would
be wiser to put the parsonage up for sale. Further
deliberation and calculation, however, led to a different
decision. The voluntary contributions were raised. “Also
some no- or low-interest loans can be expected. The
Consistory decided to ask Classis assistance for the
amount of the expected deficit, and not to go ahead with
putting the parsonage up forsale.”

Rev. Dedong also writes about his not taking any
courses at the university at the moment. “Because of
the government’s restraint in funding the M.A. program
in Religious Studies is in limbo. However the Religion
Department asked me for a lecture in a course of Con-
tinuing Education on ‘Religious Reasons for Belief in
Creation,” on October 27. | grasped this opportunity to
deal with this topic from a Biblical, Reformed viewpoint.
The same week, Friday, October 29, | am asked to speak
at the Elders Conference of the Christian Reformed
Church, Alberta-South, in Lethbridge, to give a ‘Cana-
dian Reformed View of the Christian Reformed
Church.””

Now we proceed to Edmonton. All we have to
mention from there is the plans which the Immanuel
Church has which should result in a Church building of
their own. The Building Committee reported to the Con-
sistory that “‘a.we are still waiting for our building
permit, and that this is expected any day; b. some site
work has been done.”

With this we all have to be content for the time
being.

The Barrhead bulletin has received a new face, and |
must admit that | cannot solve the riddle of the “missing
tree.” It istoo long ago that | was in Barrhead; all | recog-
nized was the form of the Churchbuilding.

However, | was not going to weary you with riddles.
It is from the Barrhead bulletin that | understood that in
Neerlandia a library for adults has been set up and



opened. “You are cordially invited to the opening of the
library for adult members on Tuesday, November 23, at
7:30 at the Canadian Reformed School at Neerlandia.”

Carman’s Home Mission Committee met with its
Winnipeg counterpart. During this meeting it became
apparent that Winnipeg would no longer pledge regular
support for the radio broadcasts, although they will
contribute whenever they are able to.

As for Vacation Bible Schools, “Winnipeg had
another successful V.B.S. with over twenty students and
quite a list of contacts also with parents of the students.
Just lately they have also started a Sunday School for
some of these students which is held before the morning
service.”

We are@ compelled to travel on to Ontario and the
only Church about which we have to pass some news on
to you is the one in Burlington West. This one is in the
news anyway nowadays because of the impending
institution of a Church in Burlington South.

About the latter: “The morning service in the
Presbyterian Church at Lasalle Park Road will start at
nine o’clock, therefore the afternoon service would be
started at our convenience since the Presbyterian
congregation conducts only one service.” It was sug-
gested to have the afternoon service start at 3:00 p.m.,
but | don’t think that a decision regarding this was pub-
lished.

The institution service will be held on January 2, in
the Rehoboth building. “The afternoon service will be
held under the auspices of the consistory of Burlington
South in the same building and the Rev. Pouwelse will
(of course) officiate. The neighbouring churches will be
invited as well as the Classis North plus our first minis-
ter, Rev. G. VanDooren. An invitation will be extended to
the local magistrate, Mayor R. Bird.”

The Burlington West Consistory decided that
“Burlington South was granted $3,000.00 for initial
expenses.”

At one point in the past | made a few remarks about

(ab) using prayer in the midst of the Congregation to
make things known, seemingly to the Lord but in reality
to the Congregation. The Rev. Pouwelse writes about it
in the Burlington West bulletin and it is good to pass a
fewlineson.

“The consistory deems it inappropriate that people
learn about the most recent news via prayer. We have to
call upon the Lord and we have to glorify His Name. That
must have our full attention. Prayer should not be used
to inform the congregation about the most recent news.
Therefore no names or events which are not known to
the congregation will be mentioned in prayer. If there is
something special like a serious illness or an accident
which has to be mentioned in prayer, it will be specially
announced before prayer so that everyone knows what
has happened.

At this very moment Bob Kerr of CBC Vancouver
announces the end of “Off the Record” for today.
Likewise | have to announce that this is the end of our
medley. There will be ample reading material in this
issue anyway.

May we meet again in the first issue of the year of
our Lord 1983.

If it had not been forall the brothers and sisters who
send me so faithfully the bulletins of their Congregation,
| would not have been able to write these medleys. |,
therefore, owe them a special word of thanks for their
faithfulness, expressing the wish that they may
cooperate in the same manner in the new year.

And to all of you: the Lord’s blessing for you and
your families in these last days of the old year and all
through the new year. This is a general wish, but while
typing it, | see them before me, the brothers and sisters
whom | know, whose names | read repeatedly, who went
through sadness and grief, illness and recovery, dis-
appointments and joy and who, with me, will have to
confess: “If | had not believed that | would see the good-
ness of the LORD in the land of the living ...

VO
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Just as 1982 is rapidly dwindling
away, 50 we gre also soon approach-
ing another milestone, the m";m”»ia ion
and opening of "Ebenezer Villa,” DV,
Feb. 1, 1983,

The end of the year may well be
an appropriate time to i
g bitinfothepastand to e

hopes for the future of the . s,
of course, with humili aard gratitude
that we do this. We r “ha1 God

has aliowed us fo m su ssful in
the establishment of i or the
aged. it was onlya © ’ugzéé year:
that this whole project me‘amm
dream. Lat’s atsc,

ready ten years have gme m in prep-
arations. Heali zmg that during this

time the road was not always an eas
one, and the work often difficult,
makes us all the more thankiul that
we may ses resulis,

As we mentioned in one of our
- sarlier newsletters, we may have
been busy with a ﬂambws‘* o drive. 1t
was interesting fo note 1 there are
it qwﬂ anu mmr of r;m ple who do
tealize that this p"ﬁjeﬂ‘i will be
f-supporting, since we receive gov-
nt funding. Therefore, contrary
er projects, our membership
hardly go up, If at all. As far
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as what our msmbership fess are
usad for, we hops to use them to pro-
vide some Kind of limited care, fur
nish the lounge and library, and pro-
vide some extras that the normal bud-
get does not cover. Obtaining tenants
rms been somewhat slower than we

rould like. This is likely fme to the

“”i that most people would ke to
ww the finished gproduct before

moving into & home in which they
may spend the rest of their life. This
opinion was confirmed on Nov. 20,
when we had a tvpe of preview for the
tenants so they could get a foretaste
of what to expect. The response and
theg N,t together which followed in the
church basement was w.:f)f ancourag-
ing, m say the {east. On Dec, 16 we
plan {o have another preview like this
and this time invite everyone &m“ is
interested.

All in all, when we look back at
the vear w@’} we could sasily say ;*
has been the busiest vear in the
veiopment of “Ebenezer Villa” If afm
look ahead at the ‘“cmmu vear, rather
than trying to mmw all kinds of plans
and predictic we simply m;%@. for
God's contiy u&u blessing in 1983.
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mmfw Qu’:a of The Con
biy for the iﬁ?"v‘*ﬂmimﬁ@f f“‘&ﬁfw
%fmﬁm Churches, :

. The Constituent A%wmi'
é%‘?kﬁ‘*ﬁﬂiﬁuz al Conference of Ref
Churches was held in Groningen
Metheriands, from Cctober 26
vember 4th, 1982 fhag

The delegates can look back on &
fruliful series of meetings which resuliad
in important decisions. ,

2. One of the most significant tems of
the agenda was the proposed drafi Con-
stitution.

The Assembly afwem on the follow.
ing conclusions iaid down in the Constity-
tion:

Article {. The Name shall be The inter
national Conference of Reformed Church-
&%, .

Articie I, The Basis of the Confar-
ence shall be the Holy Scripturas of the

Old and New Testament as confessed in
the Three Forms of Unity {t* Belgic Con-
fession, the Heideiberg Catechism, the
Canons of Dort) and the Westminsier
Standards (the Westminster Confession
of Falth, the Larger and Shorter Cate
chism). -
Article Hl. The Purpose of the Gonfer
ence shall be:

1. o express and promote the unity of
faith thal the member churches have In
Christ;
to encourage the fullest ecclesiastical
fetiowship amaong the member church-
28,
3. ?u encourage coope aration among the
mbear churches in the fulfiliment of
the missionary and other mandates;
to study the common problems and is-
sues that confront the member church-
es and to aim for recommendations
with respect to these mailters;
&. topresent a Reformed testimony to the
worlkd.

Articie IV.

1. Those churches shall be admitied as
membears which

adhere and are faithful ¢

fessional standards stated in

gw

B

to the con-
the

%‘5

b. furnish () thelr confessional sian-
dards;
(i1} their form of government;
{ith their form of subscription;
{iv) their declaratory acts
{if applicabie);
¢. areaccepted by a two-thirds majork
ty vote of the member churches,
avery member church having ong
vole; e
d. are not members of the World Goun-
cil of Churches or any other prganl
zation whose aims and praciic
are deemed o be in asmﬂ
the basis,
2. Termination of membership &
a two-thirds majorly wi




\e opinion that the
| in its doctrine and/or
fonger in agreement with

he sessions of the Assem-
e and energy were devoted to
h are deemed of great value
resent and future ecclesiastical
hip between the member church-

TR ose attention was given to matters
of doctrine, church polity, together with
mtsstonary mandates and practices.

4. 1t was agreed that the Conference
be convened every four years; that the
first meeting be in Edinburgh, Scotland, in
September 1985, the Lord willing. A provi-
sional Secretary was appointed in accor-
dance with the Interim Rules, namely, Rev.
M. van Beveren, 13904-86 Street, Edmon-
ton, Alberta, Canada T5E 3C1.

5. The confessional unity that exists
among the participating Churches was re-
affirmed and promoted. Gratitude is ex-
pressed to the Lord Who has established
His world wide Church and is faithful in
the ingathering, the defence, and the pres-
ervation of His people until the end of the
ages.

PRESS RELEASE

Board Meeting of the Canadian Reformed
Association for the Handicapped
(CRAFTH) held September 17, 1982.

1. The chairman, Mr. P. Feenstra,
opens the meeting by requesting that we
sing Psalm 103:1, after which he read
Psalm 103. He then welcomed all present,
especially Mr. H. Faber who came to give
us advice re: incorporation of our society.

2. The floor was given to Mr. H. Faber,
who gave us an outline of all possibilities
for incorporating, and explained first
why?:

1) for national revenue (mandatory);

2) it limits personal liability;

3) forcing to maintain certain standards;
4) needed if we wish Provincial help.

This act covers:

1) each present member of the board is a
member of the corporation;

2) no personal gain for members;

3) auditors are required on a yearly basis.

The two types of corporation are:

- 1) social non-profit corporation;
2) charitable non-profit corporation.

The last one requires public trustees, etc.,
and there will be more controls.

After a vote it was decided to apply
for the charitable non-profit corporation,
and Mr H. Faber was given permission to
] s. Mr. H. Faber left the meet-
a short intermission.

s Mr. John Scholten came,
‘sales of the tapes of the
thousand tapes were made
iere still left. The associa-

is point to take over

the sale of the tapes. Mr. J. Scholten will
keep the copyright under his personal
name. It was decided to inquire about the
price of 1000 tapes.

4. Minutes of the meeting of July 30,
1982, were accepted as presented. Mat-
ters of the minutes: a) no date was set yet
for a get-together of the summer camp
participants. This will be in October or No-
vember. Invitations will be sent out. b) Mr.
Dieleman and Mr. Brouwer did not meet
yet with Rev. Klomps of Christian Hori-
zons. (Reason: holiday of Mr. Churchman).

5. Mr. J. Wanders Jr. submitted his
resignation as board member of the soci-
ety. This was accepted. Mr. Dieleman will
notify him about this and also the need for
nominations from the local membership
of Brampton.

6. Establishment of a Home: So far
only one telephone call was received to in-
quire about the advertised position. This
was from a single sister who was on a visit
in Canada from Holland. Although we will
keep this name on file, we prefer a couple
to start a “foster home’ as planned.

7. Summer camp: There were still a
few bills outstanding: a tent and three
cots were bought and insurance had to be
paid. Mr. W. Sipkema, the treasurer, took
care of this. The camp committee plans to
establish rules and regulations for a fu-
ture camp holiday.

8. Public Relations asked if a fee was
available for an (invited) speaker. The
board decided to set a ceiling of $50.00
and mileage for this purpose.

9. Question Period: Revenue Canada
has to be notified about changes in the
by-laws. Mr. W. Sipkema will take care of
this.

Mrs. H. Riesebosch presented a
cheque to the treasurer, proceeds of a ga-
rage sale held by several ladies in
Smithville. A thank-you note will be sent to
them by the corresponding secretary.

10. Next meeting will be held October
22, 1982.

P. FEENSTRA

PRESS RELEASE

Board meeting of the Canadian Reformed
Association for the Handicapped held on
October 22, 1982, in the basement of the
Canadian Reformed Church of Hamilton.

The chairman, br. P. Feenstra, opens
the meeting with the reading of Psalm 98
after which he leads in prayer. He then
welcomes those present, especially sr. H.
Nobel who takes the place of J. Wanders
Jr. from Brampton, and sr. T. Vanden Bos
as guest. After a minor change, the min-
utes of the previous meeting are adopted
as made. The agenda is then established.

Br. A. Dieleman reports to the meet-
ing concerning a fund-raising committee
in The Netherlands which could help to
buy a home. If this group can be con-
vinced of the necessity of such financial

help, they could raise a specific amount

(set by the board) y

the help from Ho
to ease the financi jen

The chairman reports on
drawn up by a brother regarding i
ration. The paper itself was not aval
He also reports that br. J. Scholten is
ing after the reproduction of 500
tapes of the massed choir. They may
ready before Christmas.

On Tuesday, October 26, br. A. Die&e-
man and br. K. Brouwer will meet with
representatives of Christian Horizons to
discuss the possibility of cooperating in
any way.

The chairman reports that Summer
Camp 1982 was not only a success as was
attested to by the participants, but it was
also a financial success. Due to the large
number of participants at the camp,
enough money was collected to pay for all
expenses.

The treasurer, br. W. Sipkema, thank-
fully reports that a donation of $446.97
has been received from the Women’s
League Day.

No definite progress has been made
and no applications have been received
for a couple interested in running a foster
home. The board realizes the urgency of
the matter. It is decided to approach spe-
cific couples whom they feel will be capa-
ble to fill this position. The board also
realizes that otherwise a new solution will
have to be found.

The point was brought up to go over-
seas (The Netherlands) for a prospective
couple. The board will try to find a contact
person for communication with The Neth-
erlands and will advertise in Nederlands
Dagblad.

The treasurer reminds the board that
the year is almost over and urges that all
dues not yet collected should be collected
and given to him before the year’s end.

General Question Period: It was sug-
gested that a list be completed of all the
handicapped brothers and sisters in On-
tario.

On Nov. 13, 1982, the Toronto choir
will give a performance to which everyone
is invited. The proceeds will be for the As-
sociation for the Handicapped.

Since the term of br. A. Dieleman is
completed, the chairman thanks him for
all the work he has done and asks him to
close with prayer.

For the Board,
K. BROUWER

DID YOU SEND
INYOUR
SUBSCRIPTIC
RENEWA




magazine

Dear Busy Beavers,
Do you know this children’s hymn? Listen!

“Who came down from heaven to earth?
Jesus Christ, our Saviour,

Came a child of lowly birth?

Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Soundthe chorusloud and clear,

He has brought salvation near;

None so precious, none so dear,

Jesus Christ, our Saviour.”

That’s about Christmas — you know that.

The poorlittle baby born in a stable.

In a stable, of all places!

But He didn’t stay a baby.

He grew up to be a man.

He did His Father’'s work.

He died on the cross forour sins.

But He rose from the dead.

And then He went back to heaven to the glory of His
Father.

And best of all He will come back to this world.

Not as a little baby again, oh no!

Then He will come as King of kings and Lord of
lords!

Can you singthe hymn that tells about that?

“Come, Lord Jesus, Maranatha.
Come, make all things new.
Bring about the new creation,
Where we’ll be with You.”

* k k kK

.V

Here are two Christmas poems written for you by
Busy Beavers.

Poem

Jesus was born on Christmas Day,
Without Him we would have no way.
He died on the cross for all our sin,
Victory over death He did win.

Christmas

Lyingin amanger
Was the lad
Anyone could see
He was not sad.

They did know,
(His parents dear)
That the Saviour
Was now here. %

2000years later
We celebrate His birth
It’s a celebration
Known throughout the earth.

Names and Meanings

You know that in Bible days people’s names had a
meaning.

Here are the names of the people in the Christmas
story.

Can you match them to the right meaning?

1. Zecharias a. bitter

2. Elizabeth b. oath of God

3. Mary c. Saviour

4. Joseph d. my Godis the Lord
5.John e. the Lord has heard

6. Jesus f. God’s gracious gift

7. Elijah g. remembered by the Lord
8. Simeon h. the Lord shall add

9. Anna i. grace

Puzzle Wheel kA
How many Bible names can you find?
How many Bible names can you find?
Start at v andtake every other letter.
v

\ ASs
't Y,
v
S Clue: v
aJ Most of these €
;E people are ancestors >
o ofthelord Jesus. ©
« Oneforetold His AI
<




From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club Sarah
Vander Woude. We are happy to have
you join us. | see you're a real Busy Beaver
already, Sarah, with all kinds of hobbies, and sending us
a quiz. Thank you very much. Write again soon.
How is your puppy doing, Jennifer Stam? |
am glad you like your membership card. Be
sure to keep it in a safe place. I'm looking for-
ward to your letters, Jennifer! Thank you for the picture,
too.

Hello, Cindy Oosterveld. It was nice to hear from
you again. Thank you very much for the riddles. I'm sure
the Busy Beavers will enjoy them. Write again soon, Cin-
dy. ,

And a big welcome to you, too, Frederick De Wit.
Sounds to me as if you can have lots of fun around your
house. Are you skating yet on your dugout? 1 think you
must be busy helping look after all those pets, Freder-
ick!

Hello, Mary-Ann Van Woudenberg. It was really nice
hearing from you again. How did your song for the
welcome evening turn out? And how is your knitting
coming along? Remembrance Day is gone, Mary-Ann.
Shall | keep your puzzle for next year? Thank you,
anyway!

I'm glad you had such a good time at your cousin’s
home, Cornelius ? ? ? in Iron Springs, Alta. Are you
skating on your pond yet? Will your choir be giving a
Christmas Concert? Thanks for the picture, Cornelius.
Bye fornow.

Don’t you think it’s interesting having so many
teachers, Annette Haan? And I'm glad you're getting
good marks. Keep up the good work. Thanks very much
for the puzzle, Annette. That was thoughtful of you.

Thank you for the pretty letter, Carol Witteveen! I'm
happy to hear you're doing well in music and enjoying
Our Little Magazine. | hope you get your pen-pal. Have
fun collecting, Carol!

Hello Audrey Vandersluis. I'm glad you like the
quizzes in Our Little Magazine, and if you like drawing
maybe you’ll send a picture to me sometime to share
with the other Busy Beavers? Bye for now, Audrey. Write
again soon.

Congratulations on a good report Erica Blom. Yes, |
can see you would enjoy school more this year. Keep up
the good work! Thanks for the puzzle and quiz, Erica. Bye
fornow.

Busy Beavers we need a PEN-PAL for:
Carol Witteveen
1240 Sumas Way, R.R. #2,
Abbotsford, B.C. V2S 4N2

Winter

In winteriitis fun,
But there is no sun.
It is sometimes cold.
Dress warm! You won’t get cold.
You build and make a thing
But not a bird does sing.
And when you are cold, brrr,
| advise you: dressin fur!

by Busy Beaver Wilma Meerveld

Winter Picture

by Busy Beaver Darlene Lodder




Birthday Wishes

The New Year is just about here. And that brings the
time to wish all the Busy Beavers with a January birth-
day a very happy day and many happy returns, too! We
hope you’ll have a really good time celebrating with your
family and friends. May the Lord bless and guide you all

the year through!
Heather Van Middelkoop January 1
Susan Helder 3
Tim Togeretz 7
Jennifer Clark 8
Brian Vanderhout 11
Richard Lof 16
Linda De Boer 18
Marie Huttema 20
Marnix Sikkema 23
Bernard Breukelman 26
Helena Onderwater 26
Gerald Schutten 26
John Paul Van Amerongen 27
Marcella Veenman 28
Janetta Gelderman 29
Carol Witteveen 31
C Q U I R I N 1 U S B J
AACDEFGJ ESUSHE Look forward, backward,
andon angles for
E I J K L M N CWH I L D R these words.
s opPp J QDS R SMT U U
Caesar
A UWV O X D Z A A B C S Qurinius
Jesus
R N D G E S R F DR O L A Child
Jerusalem
G H G I J K E L MY N O L Mary
Lord
P Q R E S T H P U U W X E Angel
Y Z ABLCUPDHEFG M Joseph
God
H B E T H L E HEM | J K shepherds
Bethlehem
L MWOP QH R S T UV W Saviour
turtledo
X Y Z ABCS AV I O UR urtiedoves
T URTL E D OV E S P E
by Busy Beaver Annette Haan A




THINGS TO DO

Here are some things for you to try during your
Christmas holidays. Have fun!

— fold your paperin half left to right

— fold in half again, right to left, once; do it again, twice;
and again, three times.

— put the pattern on top and cut through all thicknesses
followinginstructions.

1. Magic Tree
You Need: “hanging strip”
— large piece of green paper i
(newspaper will do) Cut»
— scotch tape
— scissors
2. Cutout Mural
You can make this from .
To Do newspaper, too, oron plain Cut={
a. Roll paperinto a tight paper so that you can
tube and tape the end. colouror paint the .
b. Cut down the tube to make figures. Try your own <« Cut
strips to within about 10 cm designs too!
fromthetapedend
c. Keep doing this until you have Throw away
cut strips all around the tube. shaded parts

d. Bend strips down and pull upwards
from centre. Watch your tree grow!

Busy Beaver Cynthia Oosterveld’s Code quiz has a
wish meant forall of you.

Code 4 3 7 2 3
a—3

p—©6 -

e—2 4 3 6 6 1

y—1
h—4 5 2 9 ”
v—7

n—>5 L ]

w—9 1 2 3 8

And happy holidays to you all, Busy Beavers!

With love from your
Aunt Betty

INH ‘yiny ‘goder

‘yepnp ‘weyelqy ‘piaeq ‘yeles| (|odyp o1zznd
16O IpPLIDYYG
Yy ‘e'g ‘gz ‘61 :sBuiuesy pue sawepN Siamsuy



The Staff of the “Ebenezer’” Canadian
Reformed School at Smithers, B.C.,
wishes all brothers and sisters in Can-
ada and abroad the Lord’s blessing for
the coming year.

WIM KANIS
JOE PLUG
DOUG BOERSEMA
KLAAS KORT
BERT STULP
BRAM VERHOEFF
BETTY KLAVER

BARBARA AND MARTIN
VAN BOSTELEN

and their children, Yudhisthir and Alice
Bijili, wish all their brothers and sisters
in Christ the Lord’s blessing for the
year 1983.
2625 - 48th Avenue S.E.
Calgary, Alberta T2B 0M4

Best wishes for 1983 from:

GERRIT AND TJITSKE
BIKKER
Gerdine
Mirjam
Krina
Irene
Martine
Calgary, Alberta

Seasons Greetings from Florida
A group of brethren and sisters from

Ontario wish all the brethren and sisters
in all the Churches a blessed 1983.

MR. AND MRS. J. OOSTDYK
MR. AND MRS. T. ROODZANT
MR. W. NOBELS

MR. AND MRS.
B. VAN HUISSTEDE

MRS. G. WILDEBOER

We thank the Lord that we are
able to practice communion of
saints every Sunday.

Anyone planning a vacation in
Florida is invited and welcome
to our meetings.

Contact addresses are:
Mr. B. van Huisstede
10 Golf Ave. Coach House
Mobile Home Park
Palmetto, Florida 33561 USA
Phone: 722-2339
Mr. J. Oostdyk
Phone: 729-4863

With thankfulness to our heavenly
God and Father, we announce
the birth of our son:

DAVID NEIL
whom the Lord has entrusted to
our care.

A brother for: Joanna-Lynn
Born: November 27, 1982

Rev. and Mrs. J. DeJong

3 Windsor Avenue
London, Ontario N6C 1Z6

With thankfulness to the Lord, who
granted to us another healthy child,
we announce the birth of:

ADAM CORNELIUS

Born: November 23, 1982
A brother for: Elaine, Evan,
Emily and Kimberly
John and Joanne Bosscher
579 Chamberiain Road
Burlington, Ontario L7L 2V2

With thankfulness to the Lord,
Who brought us together, we
wish to announce our engage-
ment:
ANN VANDENBOS
and
FRED BEINTEMA

November 20, 1982

8175 English Church Road
Mount Hope, Ontario LOR 1W0
100 John Street

Waterdown, Ontario LOR 2HO

Great are the works of the LORD.
Psalm 111:2 (a)

With thankfulness to God the
Creator of Life, we are pleased
to announce the birth of our son:

DUSTIN PATRICK

Born: November 10, 1982
John and Pat Hofsink
(nee VanderlLeest)
A brother for: Tobi, Kerri
and Josh

2102 Meadowbrook Road
Burlington, Ontario L7P 2A4

With thanks to God we are hap-
py to announce the birth of our
son:

NATHAN MICHAEL

Born: Monday, November 15, 1982

A brother for: Marcia Lynn,
Erika Sue, Mark Allan,
Krista Marie, Ryan Scott

Harry and Kathy Veldman
(nee Vandersluis)
858 Aleda Ct., S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508

Psalm 127:3

With thankfulness to the Lord
who has entrusted into our
care, one of his covenant chil-
dren, we wish to announce the
birth of our daughter:

AMANDA JANE

Born: November 23, 1982
Roy and Jane Hordyk

407 - 468 Lorne Street
Burlington, Ontario L7R 2T4

HYMN BOOKS — 1979
LITURGICAL FORMS — 1981

By special arrangements we received permission to print and publish the
Hymn Section and the Liturgical Forms Section of the Book of Praise.

Price per booklet will be:

Hymn Section — $1.25
Liturgical Section — $0.75

Orders must be in lots of 25.

We urge all consistories or schools to check their stock and place an order.
Booklets will be available on January 15, 1982.

Orders to be sent to:

Premier Printing Ltd.
1249 Plessis Road
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 3L9
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1952 — December 13 — 1982

For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting; and
His truth endureth to all generations. Psalm 100:6
With joy and thankfulness to the Lord, we are happy
to announce the 30th Wedding Anniversary of our
dear parents and grandparents:

JOHN and ROSALIE KOBES (nee Linde)

Scherpenzeel,
The Netherlands: Jack and Annelies Kobes
Daniel
Armadale, W.A.: James'‘and Maria Kobes
Bedfordale, W.A.: Maurice and Juanita Bruning
Monique and Sarah
Kelmscott, W.A.: Brenda Kobes
3005 Albany Highway,
Kelmscott, Western Australia 6111

1942 — December 16 — 1982
With thankfulness to the Lord, we are happy to an-
nounce the 40th Wedding Anniversary of our dear
parents and grandparents:

KOERT SIEDERS
and
ROELFINA JANTINA SIEDERS (nee Broekema)

Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.: Stuart and Jo-Ann English
Burlington, Ont.. Henry and Grace Sieders
Jake and Rita Sieders
Kurt and Darlene Sieders
David and Lynda Hartman
and 18 grandchildren.

6 Lakeview Ave., Coach House,

Mobile Home Park, Palmetto, Florida 33561 U.S.A.
#105 - 690 Regency Court,

Burlington, Ontario L7N 3H1

1957 — December 21 — 1982
Cast all your anxieties on Him, for He cares about
you. | Peter 5:7
With thankfulness to the Lord, Who has kept them
in His care, we hope to celebrate the 25th Wedding
Anniversary of our dear parents:

FRED and CORRY BOERINGA
(nee DeWit)

Their thankful children:
Norwich, Ont.:
Lakeside, Ont.:

Peter and Eleanor
Garry

Paul

Carolin

John

Theresa

R.R. #2, Lakeside, Ontario NOM 2G0

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is de-
stroyed, we have a building from God; a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Il Corinthians 5:1
10-5-1903 2-12-1982
The Lord in His grace took to Himself His child in
peaceful sleep. Our beloved husband, father,
grand- and great-grandfather:

JAN WILLEM HOFSINK, SR.

in his 80th year, after a blessed marriage of 55,
years.

Smithers, B.C.: R.A. Hofsink — Pullen
Fredericton, N.B.: Harry and Margie McEwen
Houston, B.C.: Fred and Minnie Nyman
Coaldale, Alta.: Henk and Maggie Hofsink
Smithers, B.C.: Fred and Ploon Hofsink
Houston, B.C.: George and Sophie Leffers

Smithers, B.C.: Bill and Callie Hofsink
Houston, B.C.: Archie and Jean Brienen

Smithers, B.C.: George and Susie Hofsink
Smithers, B.C.: Ben and Dorothy Hofsink
48 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren.
Box 2356, Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2NO

It has pleased the Lord to take unto Himself, in His in-
finite wisdom our dear friend:

DIANE KAMPEN
beloved wife of Frank Kampen and dear mother of
Theresa and Gerald, Andrew, Fred, Irene, Anthony.
May the knowledge that we belong to our faithful
Saviour, Jesus Christ, comfort Frank and the chil-
dren.

Dec. 1, 1982
Thou dost guide me with thy counsel, and after-
ward thou wilt receive me to glory. Psalm 73:24
Seine and Rene Datema
Jack and Evelyn Heres
Izak and Linda Vanderee

Thornhill, Ontario

FOR SALE in the town of Carman, Manitoba

A good operating small engine repair business, also
selling new lawnmowers, chainsaws, snowblowers,
snowmobiles, golf carts. There is a small two bed-
room home included with the business along with
all tools. Price $60,000.00. Call Bert Klos, Triangle
Realty Phone 745-3610 or 745-6938 home, or write
Box 429, Carman, Manitoba ROG 0J0.

Immanuel Christian School of Winnipeg is planning to ex-
pand its staff for the year 1983-84. We are in need of a:

TEACHER

preferably to teach a combination of subjects in Grades
7-10. Strengths in the areas of Mathematics and Science
an asset.
For more information about this position contact the prin-
cipal:
Mr. H.J. Ludwig
215 Rougeau Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 329
Phone: (204) 222-8937
(204) 224-2538 (home)
Applications may be sent to:
Chairman of the Education Committee
c/o Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 329
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Grateful that the Lord has allowed us to publish regularly
during the past year,

Hopeful that under God'’s blessing we may expand and im-
prove our magazine in years to come,

We greet all of the household of Christ,
And wish you a happy and prosperous 1983.

P.O. Box 12, Transcona Postal Station On behalf of staff and contributors,
John de Vos, Editor

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 225

T]KERPEL&MKERPEL V

T.J. Kerpel / M. Kerpel-van Asperen ]%NI?WP TII\ING |
v ,

Ontmoeting in Kampen

Jaarlijks bezoeken ca. 10,000 mensen de befaamde
Hogeschooldag van de Geref. Kerken in Kampen. In vrijwel alle
kerkgebouwen die Kampen rijk is, worden zowel ’smorgens als
’smiddags bijeenkomsten belegd. Binnen en buiten de gebouwen
is het steeds een vreugdevolle ontmoeting van oude en nieuwe
bekenden. Van deze ontmoeting werd door T.J. Kerpel en zijn
echtgenote een grootse reportage gemaakt. i Formaat 19 x 26 cm
Op de foto’s veel bekende en minder bekende personen. o.a. Dr. Omvang ca. 72 blz.
EEN FOTOREPORTAGE Paperback $9.95

W. Meester (G.R.), Mr. J. De Vos (W.) en onze ‘‘vroegere’’ ENT !
Ps ) VAN FEN THEOLOGISCHE HOCESCHOOLDAG X
rof. Dr. Ohman. add $1.00 postage

Met illustraties

750 Guelph Line
T . s e (Opposite the Burlington Mali)
& Family Christian Bookstore  suriington, ontario L78 3ns
/ Phone: (416) 637-9151
Thurs. and Fri. till 9 p.m.
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Wishing one and all

A Festive Holiday Season

and a

Happy and Prosperous New Year

OFFICE

Gerald Van Dijken
Bill Gortemaker
Jake Kuik

Mrs. Reta Heintz
Mrs. Ann Kohut
Rita Weessies

SALES

Gerry Kuik
Len Toet

PROOF READERS

Mrs. Grietje Gortemaker
Mrs. Jane Toet
Mrs. Ardis Kuik

MANAGEMENT AND STAFF

ART ROOM

Arie Veenendaal
Ken Van Dasselaar
John Vanveen
John Nyeboer
Mrs. Diane Laurin
Angela Wiersema
Anita Kuik

CAMERA DEPARTMENT

Lawrence Toet
Bill Nobel
Ray Lucko

BOOK PUBLISHING
Mrs. Alice Kuik

PRINTING DEPARTMENT

Bert Kuik

Kor Kats

John Toet

Ben Kuik
George Simcoe
Curtis DeWit
Ron Kuik

BINDERY DEPARTMENT
Ray Kuik

John Kuik

Bert Kuik, Jr.

Fenny Kuik

PREMIER PRINTING LTD.
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Wishing all a Joyous Christmas % Seagon's Qreetings from:

d o Fappy Now Yoo | DUNDAS AUTO SERVICE

Art Hordyk (416) 632-3602

Tune Ups/Electrical/Ignition/ Carburetor/Brakes/ Suspension
Wheel Balancing/General Repairs

Jack Oosterveld, Rob Dantuma
364 Mill Street, Dundas, Ontario
Telephone: 628-6141

MATERIAL  5iNéron, ontano

HANDLING nc, oanapatmsie AR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS
Wishing ol o Blessed Chuistmas Bst %Aéighes for

and a Progperous New Year.

mnoenzwans || HIULTENS

GROUND MAINTENANCE

H E A I_T Y I_T n . ;% industrial ¢ commercial ® townhouse complexes
EiS

636 UPPER JAMES ST., SUITE 301 HARRY ;'UTTEN c ARLI’;& g%ﬁlm THO
HAMILTON, ONT. L9C 222 :
; SONS (416) 689-8358

(416) 387-9100

&adon’d g;reeﬁngd

V n ) s Importers and exclusive distributors in Canada

a for well known lines as: DROSTE chocolates,
VERKADE wafers, and choc. bars,

INT ERNATIONAL DE RUIJTER'’S sugarhails and choc. hails,

RITMEESTER cigars and TELLYBOY Dutch rusks.

MEMBER

BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

7 ls)ea:ion’d greetingd %’om ule
ochutten e

o NEW CONSTRUCTION
Carpenfry  :moses
o ADDITIONS
. o FREE ESTIMATES
& Contracti ng o REGISTERED JOURNEYMAN

922 West 5th Street, Hamilton, Ontario L9C 3R5 (416) 387-6354
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Winnipeg

The following brothers and sisters of Winnipeg wish all brothers and
sisters in Christ, friends and acquaintances in Canada and abroad, God'’s
blessing at Christmas time and throughout the New Year.

JOHN and MARGARET BARON and family

REV. and MRS. B.J. BERENDS, Brian, Garrett, Gaya

JAKE and CLARA BERGSMA, Juanita, Marcel

EEF and ALY BRUINSMA and Brian

JOHN and JOANNE DEVOS and family

BILL and SIEPY DE WIT and family

COR and TIENIE DE WITT, Marlene, Monica, Corene

DERK and BEP DE WIT and family

CHRIS and SHARON DOW, Tracy, Wesley

BILL and GRIETJE GORTEMAKER, David, Theodore, Allan,
William

JOOP and JANNY HARTHOORN, Martin, Peter, Adrian, Robert

ANDY HUISMAN and KAREN DE WITT

JOHN and HELEN JISSINK, Kathy, Marianne, John, Andrew,
Michael

JAN and RIA KAMPMAN

JAKE and IMMY KOS, Gerald, John, Edward

BEN and KATHY KUIK

BERT and ALICE KUIK, Bert, Audrey, Bradley

GERRY and JOANNE KUIK, Fenny, Anita

JAKE and CAROLYN KUIK, Sherry

JOHN and ARDIS KUIK, Ronald, Jacob, Alinda

RAY KUIK and ANGELA WIERSEMA

HAROLD and TINA LUDWIG and family

BILL and MARGARET NOBEL

JOHN NYEBOER and JOYCE KLOS

MRS. J.L. OVERBEEKE (Portage la Prairie)

LEEN OVERBEEKE (Portage la Prairie)

BILL and HENRIETTA RAAP, Jason, Kerry, Shaun

CURTIS and WENDY RAAP, Michael, Brandi

SY and BETTY RAAP and family

VIC and GRACE SCHRIEMER and family

DAVE and ELLEN SHPAK, Heather and Darry!

HENRY and FRANCES SLAA and family

DENNIS and ANNIE TEITSMA and family

CHARLIE and JOANNE TERMEER

EWART TIGGELAAR and PAT DAIGNEAULT

IVAN and HILDA TIGGELAAR, Laura and Janise

JOHN and FIUGJE TIGGELAAR, SR.

JOHN and EMMA TIGGELAAR, JR. and family

JACK and WILMA TOET, Arlene, Brendan, Clinton, Duane

JOHN and AUDREY TOET, Martin, Amanda, and Jolene

LEN and JANNY TOET, Lawrence and Elaine

AUKE and IRMA VAN ABBEMA

HENK and ELLY VAN BEEK

TONY and GERTRUDE VAN DELFT, Keith

ALBERT and WILMA VANDERPLOEG and family

BEN and FREDA VAN DIJK and family

GERALD and WILMA VAN DUKEN, Eildert, Tinka, Dinemarie.
Gerry

RALPH VAN GOOR

HENRY and HENNIE WEESSIES and family

PETER and THERESA WEESSIES, Dianna

JENNY WILDERDYK

e e

Grand Rapids

The following members of the congregation wish all their brothers
and sisters the Lord’s blessing for the New Year.

God be merciful unto us; and bless us; and cause His face to shine upon us.
Psalm 67:1

REV. and MRS. P. KINGMA and family

MR. and MRS. JOHN BUITENBOS and family

MR. and MRS. R. BUITENBOS

ALBERT and SYLVIA GELDERMAN, Neal and Jonathan
MR. and MRS. W. HAAN and family

MRS. J. JISSINK, SR.

DR. and MRS. W.D. MEESTER and family

MRS. R. ROZA

MR. and MRS. J.H. TENHAAF and family

MR. and MRS. W.P. TENHAAF and family

MR. and MRS. DICK TENHAAF

MR. and MRS. HARRY TENHAAF and family

MR. and MRS. ED TENHAAF, Benjamin

BILL and PAT VANVEEN, Melissa, Shane, Natasha

MR. and MRS. A. VANDERSLUIS

HARRY and KATHY VELDMAN and family

MR. and MRS. M. VERHEY, SR.

MARIA VERHEY

MARTIN and HENNIE VERHEY, Wilma, Tim, Linda, Melanie

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY “BEACON LIGHT”

“DR. K. SCHILDER SCHOOL?” (staff)

Wgesgvish you a joyous Christmas and the Lord’s blessing throughout
1 .

A. KINGMA

REV. P. KINGMA

MISS H. MEESTER

MRS. R. ROZA

B. SELDENTHUIS

MRS. H. SIEBER

Surrey
MARANATHA CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH
We like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

GARY and JANE ARINK, Adeline, Yolanda, Gerard, Natasha

RON and INA BERENDS, Janet, Bryce, Terence

MR. and MRS. EVERT DE HAAN, SR.

RON and SHIRLEY DE HAAN, Brian, Deanna

REV. and MRS. J. GEERTSEMA and family

MRS. W.J. KIENEKER, Roger, Rita, Sharon, Henry, Audrey,
Andy

MRS. C. HOLWERDA

MR. and MRS. G.R. KLEEFMAN

HENRY and GAYA KLOS, Roland, Morris

DICK and FREDA VANDER LINDE, Jeffrey, Michael

MR. S. NIENHUIS

ANNIE VAN DELFT, Adrian, Colin

MR. and MRS. J. VANDERMOLEN
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Best Wishes for 1983 from:
ADRI’S

TRENCHING AND EXCAVATING
BOX 520, SMITHVILLE, ONTARIO LOR 2A0

HORIZONTAL EARTH BORING
UNDERGROUND PUBLIC UTILITIES

Seagon's (Jreetings {rom

..||||||I| CELLEX)

Fencing and
Landscaping Co.

2569 CAVENDISH DRIVE,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

GERALD LINDE RES: 335-3813

INSURANCE SERVICES INC.
LIFE - FIRE - COMMERCIAL

AUROPA(|

PROTECTING MANITOBRANS ON TRE MOVE

Bus: 257-4134
Res: 669-5864

1035B Autumnwood Drive,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2J 1C6

CONTRACTORS MARCIA LINDE BUS: 335-5699
A Blessed Chrictmas and a
DAVE E. SHPAK Happy New Year from
Wishing One and A a very the Stof o
Mety Chuistmas Unoc
and a BURLINGTON MOTORS
Cpkogpg/(oug WQW CUQCUL Repairs to all makes ® Foreign & Domestic
Computeri;ed Tu‘n?- Up & Align.ments ® Brakes
BALCAEN-VERMETTE "N Eloirical » Sejers cherts

APPROVED AUTO

HEPAIR SERVICES
IALIST

XS 4 CLASS “A” MECHANICS

JOHN BOSSCHER

3535 New Street, Burlington, Ontario L7N 1N6

637-7303 639-4963

&adon’é Greeﬁngd

E. John Bosscher

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
> Renovations ¢ Additions * Kitchen ¢ Rec. Rooms

j 423 Pine Cove Road

i Burlington L7N 1W4 PHONE: (416) 637-9691

Season’s Greetings from

Burlington Lawnmowers

K. (Casey) Kieft
Lawn-Boy Dealer

New and Used Sales e Repairs and Parts
Sharpening e Saws e Scissors e Skates e Etc.

380 Pine Cove Road, Burlington, Ontario
PHONE: 637-3088

Wishing You His Peace and Joy in 1983.
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Carman

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and elsewhere the Lord’s
blessing and guidance for the New Year.
Psalm 90

MR. and MRS. A. BERGSMA, Sr.

AUKE and WILMA BERGSMA and family

WAYNE and FINA BERGSMA and family

PAUL and NEL DERUITER, Ronald, Hans, Peter, Tineke,
Edward, Gerald, Pauline, Carin, Eric, Joanne

FRED and CELIA DEWIT and family

MARTIN and ELIZABETH DEWIT, Frederick, Steven, Anthony,
Jonathan, Kevin

MR. and MRS. K. DUUKSTRA, Uilke, Alice, Kinske

ANNIE DIJKSTRA and JOAN VANDERSLUIS

ED and TINA HARKE, Cheryl

HANK and MARY KAMMINGA and family

MR. and MRS. H. KIERS

MR. and MRS. H. KLOS, SR.

BERT and EKE KLOS and family

MR. and MRS. J. KUIK, SR.

JAKE and RITA KUIK and family

MR. and MRS. J.H. LUITEN

CORNY and DITA MELIEFSTE, Jason, Sherri, Carin

SJOERD and AT NAP, Hinrik, Mariet, Hanneke, Linda, Henriefte,
Lillian, Sheila

ART and ALICE POPPE, Nancy, Sylvia, Annet, Josh, Judith, Elsa

MR. and MRS. K. ROOK and family

LEN and EDITH ROOK and family

MRS. L. RUITER

JAKOB and ALICE SCHEPER

MR. TERRY TERMEER and family

RALPH and GRIETJE VAN ASSEN and family

BILL and NETTY VAN ASSEN

GUS and CORRIE VAN DASSELAAR and family

KELVIN VAN DASSELAAR and MARJ HOOGERDIJK

THEO and MARGARET VAN DASSELAAR, Colleen, Konrad,
Kristen

PETE and GRACE VAN DASSELAAR, Tamara, Bradley, Darryl

MRS. J. VAN DASSELAAR, SR.

FRED and MARGARET VANDERMEULEN and family

BETTY VANDERMEULEN

JACK and FRANCES VANDERMEULEN, Fred, Floyd,
Jacqueline, Joanne, June, Jenny, James

JOHN and ELAINE VANDERMEULEN and family

L. HUGO VANDERHOEK and WILMA VANWOUDENBERG

MR. and MRS. G. VANDERSLUIS, SR.

BILL and HILLY VANDERSLUIS, Dorothy, Audrey

GERRY and ALICE VANDERSLUIS and family

JOHN and RIETJE VANDERSLUIS and family

ANDY and CINDY VANDERVEEN, Jesse, Breft

KELVIN and CHRIS VANDERVEEN

MR. and MRS. JACK VANDERVEEN and family

JOE and JENNY VAN DIK, Harold, Carolyn, Jennifer

GERRY and MARRY VAN DIJK, Tera

ARIE and ALICE VEENENDAAL, Eric and Michelle®

PETER and TRUDY VEENENDAAL, Erica, Melanie,
Christopher, Alison

Okanagan Valley

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and elsewhere the Lord’s
blessing and guidance for the New Year.

GERRY and DIANE DETERS and family
WILHELMINA JELSMA

HENRY LODDER

The LUHOFF family

MARIA SMITH

JOHN TIMMERMAN

London
PILGRIM CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

To all our brothers and sisters we extend Season’s Greetings and pray for
the Lord’s continued blessing and guidance for 1983.

DICK and ANNE MARIE BERGSMA, Richard, Marianne,
Heather

BERT and JEAN BLOKKER, Kenneth, Michael, Steven,
Wesley

JOHN and DONNA BLOKKER, Johnny, Tonja

FRED and CORRIE BOERINGA and family

REV. and MRS. J. DE JONG, and family

JOHN and THEA HEYINK, David, Laura, Kevin, Trevor

ALBERT KASPER

KEES and JULIE LINDHOUT, Bob, Marcelle, Marlissa

FRANK and JENNY OOSTDYK, Cynthia, Kevin, Melissa

JACK and RENNIE PIETERMAN, Arthur, Shane,
Tammi Ann, Chad

BERT and GRACE VANDERWOERD, Deanna, Marjorie, Adrian

MR. and MRS. H. WERKMAN

MR. and MRS. FRED WILDEBOER

MR. and MRS. HENK WILDEBOER

GUS and FREDDIE VEENENDAAL and family

MR. and MRS. G. VEENENDAAL, SR.

HERMAN and GRETTA VEENENDAAL, Carl, Paul

TERRY and SUE VEENENDAAL, Judy, Bonnie, Glenn, Ingrid,
Shawn

HANS and FIMKE VEENENDAAL and family

HENRY and WILLEMIEN VELDMAN and family

JOHN and MYRNA VELDMAN, Rvan. Shaun, Scott, Ceone

MR. and MRS. J. VELDMAN, SR.

BILL and MARINA VELDMAN, Ard. Marco

ED and ANN VERSTEEG and Jonathan




Season's Jreetings to customers and fhiends

Filman
CF tlman’s
MEN’S WEAR LTD.
FASHION CONSULTANTS

prop. Jack VanderLaan

Great Selection

CLOSED MONDAYS
TO FIND US: 2 mile north
of Plains road in the Mount

Filman’s Men’s Wear
2031 Mount Forest Dr.,
Burlington, Ontario.
Phone: 637-0814

Royal Plaza on Brant Street.

(Exotic Woods Inc.)
For Craftsmen, Artists, Hobbyists, Etc.

g Wood is our Specialty
imported and domestic
Hardwood-Softwood-Veneers

Choose from dozens of hardwoods
and softwoods from around the world.

HARDWOODS — SOFTWOODS — VENEERS
EXOTIC AND AIRCRAFT PLYWOOD
INLAYS — LINES
TURNING — SCULPTING — CARVING TOOLS
WATCO FINISHES — MAKITA POWER TOOLS

2483 INDUSTRIAL STREET
BURLINGTON, ONT. I7P 1A6
(416) 335-8066

Best wishes for 1983 from:
JOHN and TEDDY HORDIJK and family

7
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e Best Wishes
Vanderh?ut. for 1983 from:
Insurance Limited ey,
" 780 KING STREET EAST PLUMBING
HAMILTON, ONTARIO & HEATING LTD.
M/idlu'ng you a Joyoud C/Lridfmad
| anc/ a proaloeroud %w year. *
i
For all your insurance coverages, call us at: PETER NIENHUIS
17070 Friesian Drive, Phone:
(416) 522-6200 Surrey, B.C. 576-1673




Orangeville

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad blessings for

1983.

RON and ANNE BERGSMA, Cameron, Delroy

MR. and MRS. RON BOSMAN

MRS. N.K. BROUWER, Kees and Ina

MR. and MRS. S.H. BOERSEMA

MR. and MRS. K. DOEKES

LOUIS and GERRIE DOEKES and family

MR. and MRS. R. GRIT

JOHN and HARMA GRIT, Margaret, Lori,
Paula, Terry, and Amanda

Fergus

MARANATHA CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH
We wish all our brothers and sisters ‘a blessed 1983.

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to-
gether, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken Isaiah 40:5

MR. and MRS. J. BEUKEMA

MR. and MRS. H. BOUWMAN and family

PAUL and SHIRLEY BROEKEMA and Rachel/

GERRY and HENNY BROERSMA, Swanieta, Joyce, Pefer,
Cornelius, John and Nancy

BEN and JANNA BULTENA, Audrey, Albert, Edward
and Stanley

COR and IRENE BULTENA

PIETER and ANNA DEJONG, Jason, Kathrina, Vannessa
and Stephen

BILL and ELLY DEVRIES, Elsa, Joanne, Rick, Jenniter,
Kimberly, Karen, Leslie and Lisa

MR. and MRS. W.H. DEVRIES

JOHN and TRUDY GANSEKOELE # ~ .

ALBERT and EMMA HUTTEN and Kimberly

HENK and TINA HUTTEN and family

MARTEN and DIETJE JANSEN and family

COR and JANINE LODDER, Michelle and Jodie

LEN and BRENDA LODDER and Amanda

BOB and TRUDIE LODDER and family

ALICE LUBBERS

JOHN and RITA MEDEMBLIK and family

BERT and DIANE NIEZEN, Brian, David, Eddie, and Chris

E. JOHN and‘E%PﬁA POST, Herman, Neil, and John

JAKE and HENNY F?IEMERSMA and family

KLAAS and INA SIKKEMA, Marnix, Arnold, Henry, Sylvia,
Peter-John, Alex, Netty, and Ivan

MR. and MRS. K. SIKKEMA, SR.

JIM and JOANNE STIENSTRA, Jim jr.

KEITH and TRUDY VAN DEN BEUKEL and family

REV. and MRS. W.W.J. VANOENE

MR. and MRS. J. VAN RAALTE, Patricia, Nancy, Mary, Frank,
and Alan

JAKE and ANN VAN ROOTSELAAR and family

HAROLD and JOANNE BULTENA, Kevin

JOHN and DIANE JONKER
MR. and MRS. JOH. KOTTELENBERG, SR.
HARRIS and JO KOTTELENBERG and family
BEN and JOAN KOTTELENBERG and family
HENRY and MARG KOTTELENBERG, Alan, Tanya,
lvan, and Errol
HARRY and MARION TERPSTRA and family
MRS. B. VAN BODEGOM
JOHN and HANNA VAN BODEGOM, Emeline, Frank
ALBERT and NELLY VAN SYDENBORGH and family
ROELOF and ANS NIEUWENHUIS, Bert, Carrie,
and Fred

Toronto

BETHEL CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

The following members of the Bethel Canadian Reformed Church at
Toronto, Ontario wish all brothers and sisters across Canada and abroad,
the Lord’s blessing for 1983.

ANDREW and MARIANN BAARTMAN,
Edward, Neal, Kent

JOHN and HETTY BOOT, Marina,
Evelyn, Alvina

MR. and MRS. FRED BOUWKAMP

RON and MARIAN BREMER

ALBERT and GRACE BULTIE, Ramona,
Edward, Ronnie, Christie

SEINE and RENEE DATEMA, Alan, Jason

ADRIAN and JOHANNA DIELEMAN and family

WUBBO and LIEN EDSKES, Annita, Edward

WILLEM and GERDA GODSCHALK and family

WILFRED and AGNES GRIFFIOEN and family

GERALD and FRANCES HEIKENS and family

JACK and EVELYN HERES and family

MR. and MRS. JOHN HUIZING, SR.

FRANK and DIANA KAMPEN and family

HANK and MARY KAMPEN and family

LEO and DIANE KAMPEN and family

HENRY KOK and JOANNE DIELEMAN

LAMMERT and JANE KOMDEUR and family

CHUCK and CLAUDIA LOOPSTRA, Melinda, Cameron

HANK and AKKE METZLAR

REV. and MRS. J. MULDER, Carl, Paul

HUGO and SHIRLEY PILON and family

WILLIAM and RINY SALOMONS and family

HERMAN and JANNY SELLES, Frank,
Herma, Susy, Mark

MRS. W. SMID

MRS. M. VANBEILEN

IZAK and LINDA VANDEREE, Anita, Jack,
Marilyn, Norman, Sonya

HENK and DIANE VAN DYK and family

MR. and MRS. WILLIAM VISSCHER
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Vander Gaag & Sons
Construction

GENERAL CARPENTRY

SMITHERS, B.C.
*
Wiighing to all

Blossed Christmas
and a Happy New Yea

ART, AUBREY, PETE, WILFRED, and HARRY
P.0. BOX 2233 — PHONE: 847-3488

wanfr

pat gi.
=44 g‘.
§§w
N D

./4/éert o[) Scémic/

Jeweller & Watchmaker

393 JOHN ST. AT LAKESHORE,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
PHONE: 634-4983

)

geal M/[d/wé %)r gAriAL‘maA
and a

Happy Veew Uear.

D PLANTING §
NATURAL STONEWORK

¢ SODDING

Jan Gelderman Landscaping Ltd.
SINCE 1955

491 KAREN DRIVE,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7R 3J2

Wihing you all
a Blessed Chruistmags and 1983

JAN
637-7152

HANK
689-5433

Seagon's (Jreetings

from g

Smithville Garage

SMITHVILLE, ONTARIO PHONE: 957-7035

We take complete care
of your cars
and trucks

JOHN DEKKER
MECHANIC

MURRAY HOFSINK
PROPRIETOR
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Smithville

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad the Lord’s
blessing in the New Year.

BEN and NELLIE BARTELS, Benjamin, Bradley, Gerald

MRS. R. BARTELS, Bill

JOHN and TINA BARTELS, Wilma, Sophie, Brian,
Henrietta, Pefer, Tracy

MR. and MRS. K. BARTELS and family

MR. M. BARTELS

HENRY and DOROTHY BEIJES and family

MR. and MRS. T. BEUES and family

MR. and MRS. C. BLOKKER

LAWRENCE and GERALDINE BLOKKER, Jacqueline,
Leslie, Amanda

DONALD and TIENA BOS and family

DON and ELIZABETH BOS, Marion, Wayne,
John, Donny, Cindy

MRS. F. BOS, Ed and Trish

FRED and RICKY BOS and family

JAKE and WINNIE BOS, Bryan, Ivan, David, Henry

JOHN and DIANE BOS, John, Ryan

RALPH and ANITA BOS

JEANETTE BOUWMAN

EVERT and JOANNE BREUKELMAN, Evelyn,
Henry, John, Jolanda, Janine

GERRY and NELLY DE BOER and family

CONNIE and ANN DE BOER and family

MIKE and DIANA DE BOER and family

MR. and MRS. H. DE JONGE, Charmaine

TOM and JENNY DEKKER, Hetty, Henry

BILL and JACKIE DEKKER and family

JOHN and TINA DEKKER, Joni, Jennifer

HANS and ROSE DIEK and family

MR. and MRS. H. DIEK

CORNELL and WILMA FEENSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. H. FEENSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. J.G. FEENSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. W. HOEKSEMA and family

MURRAY and LIZ HOFSINK, Edith, Greg,
Margo, Tim, Amy, May

HENRY and ANNELIES HOMAN, John,
Francine, Irene, Joanna

MR. and MRS. J. HOMAN, Grace

MR. and MRS. L. HOPMAN, Wilma

WUBBE and BEATRIX HORLINGS, Harold,
Wilbur, Richard

GERALD and HETTY JANS and family

GEORGE and ELLA JANS, Harry, Linda, Saskia,
Wilma, Mike, Richard, Cornell

FRANK and JENNY JONGSMA and family

MR. and MRS. L. KINGMA, Beth, Jamie, Rebecca

MR. and MRS. R. Kingma and family

ARNO and ALICE LINDE, Merika, Peter, Brandon

MR. and MRS. H. LINDE, Helen, Jennifer, Marc

MR. and MRS. HARM LINDE

JOHN and RENNIE LINDE and family

KEN and TINA LINDE and family

PETE and ZWANY LINDE, Dan

DIRK and BEATRIX LOF, Marian, Deborah,
Janice, Abigail, John

JAKE and LIZ LOF, Angela, John, Mary-Lynn

MR. and MRS. JOHN LOF

JESSE and DOROTHY OOSTERHOFF

MR. and MRS. P. OOSTERHOFF, Gerald

PETER and NELLY OOSTERHOFF and family

MR. and MRS. G. RAVENSBERGEN and family

JAKE and MARIE RAVENSBERGEN, Alisha, Pefer

MR. and MRS. R.W. RAVENSBERGEN and family

HENRY and ANN RIESEBOSCH, Kathy, Martin

FRED and LINDA RUGGI and family

MRS. G.A. SCHOLTEN

ANKO and THERESA SCHOLTENS, Tracy, Pefer

JOHN and RITA SCHULENBERG, Allen, Terri-Lynn

BOB and DIANE SPOELSTRA, Christopher,
Kerri-Ann, Jim-Bob

GEORGE and GRACE VAN ANDEL and family

MR. and MRS. N. VAN DER HEIDEN and family

HENK and EMILY VAN DER VELDE, Angelina,
Mark, Ingrid, Gregory, Winston

IEPO and ANN VAN DER WOUDE and family

KEN and JOANNE VAN DER WOUDE

MRS. S. VAN DER WOUDE

MR. and MRS. H. VAN EGMOND

ADRI and JANET VANEGMOND, Gordon, Vicky

LES and ANN VANEGMOND and family

MR. and MRS. H. VAN IPEREN

JERRY and JENNY VANWOUDENBERG and family

MR. and MRS. HANK VIS, Geraldine

MR. and MRS. P. WITTEN and family

KLAAS and HENNY ZELDENRUST and family

RICHARD and ANNETTE ZWAAGSTRA

vGuelph

EMMANUEL CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

We wish all our brothers and sisters the Lord’s blessing and guidance

throughout the New Year.

RICHARD AND JOANNE AASMAN; Laura, Nicole
MR. and MRS. HENRY BAKER

BOB and PEGGY BEINTEMA, Janice, Cathy, Mindy
HENDRIK and GRIETJE BOUWMAN

BEREND and RIKA BOUWMAN, Joanne

DOEDE and HILDA DEWITT

RUDY and JENNY DORGELOOS, Albert, Carl

JOHN and HENNIE HELDER and family

EDWARD and MAUREEN KAMPEN, Sylvia, Fiona
GEORGE and MARGARETHA LODDER

HAROLD and SHARON MEERVELD and family
PIETER and ELSIEN NUENHUIS, Freda, Pieter, Teresa
HERMAN and YKE TIMMERMAN, Agnes, Mark, Wesley
HANK and JACKIE VERSTEEG, Jaclyn, Daryl

RICK and SHIRLEY KNOT, Annet, Bert, Ricky
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f
: Qreetings to all our customers and fiends for a Joyous Chuistmas and Best Wishes for 1983.
3

QUARRYSTONE'CONSTRUCTION

CUSTOM BUILDING — RENOVATIONS — ADDITIONS

LOUIE VANDERBERG PATIOS — CONCRETE WORK — FENCES NICK VANDENOEVER
ST. CATHARINES, ONT. BEAMSVILLE, ONT.
934-4794 5637862

D

QWishing You o Blessed Chuistmas & Prosperous New Yea
Huinink Farm Equipment Ltd. &

2388 St. Frances Dr., Burlington, Ont. L7P 1V4
Phone: (416) 336-7784

B
Fast Parts Service  “Mobile farm hardware & parts service”

Tillage replacement parts e Tractor & Implement parts ¢ Hydraulic hoses ¢ Valves ¢
Cylinders ® Couplings ¢ Farm Shop Tools e Bolts ® Bearings ¢ Belts ® Chains
Air compressors ® Power washers ® Drill Presses ® Grinders ® Welders & Accessories
e Barn & Livestock accessories.

Henk & Eef Huinink & family

We would ke to wish everyone o Blessed Christmas
and Cod's Blessing n the New Uear.

. %5‘%%
Ees

JOHN GRIT EXCAVATION LIMITED

Box 251,
Orangeville, Ontario L9W 2Z6
Phone: 928-5403

JOHN and HARMA GRIT
Margaret, Lori, Paula, Terry and Amanda

AND STAFF
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Smithers

The following members at Smithers, B.C. wish all brothers and sisters
across Canada and abroad the Lord’s blessing for 1983.

MR. G. ANTONIDES

DICK and RENA BANDSTRA, Philip, Richard,
Ronald, Micheal, Annamarie

AUGUST and LUCY BARENDREGT and family

ANDREW and JANE BARENDREGT, Richard, Jeannie,
Marjorie, Peter, and Cecilia

CASEY and INEKE BARENDREGT, Keith, Karen, Lorinda,
Cynthia, Mark, Janina, Elizabeth, Emily, Marya, Dirk,
and Robert

DICK and DOROTHY BARENDREGT, John, Rosemary,
Judith, Theresa, Richard, and Daniel

MR. D.M. BARENDREGT, SR.

LEO and JACKIE BARENDREGT, Mitchell

PETE and HEDDY BARENDREGT and family

DOUG BOERSEMA

GERRY BREUKELMEN

AGE and BELINDA DEJONG, Sheryl and Crystal

MR. and MRS. JELLE DEJONG

PAUL and HELEN DEJONG and family

PETER and WILLY DE JONGE, Ken and Tammy

WARREN and JENNY DEVRIES and family

HANK and TINA DOORNBOS and family

JACK and INGRID DYKSTRA and family

PETE and MARTJE DYKSTRA and family

AUKE and TINEKE HAMELINK and family

JOE HAMELINK

J. HAMELINK, SR.

GEORGE and COOSJE HELDER

BEN and DOROTHY HOFSINK and family

BILL and CALLIE HOFSINK and family

FRED and PLONY HOFSINK and family

GEORGE and SUSIE HOFSINK, Michael,
Michelle, Mark, Mandy

MR. and MRS. G.J. HOFSINK, SR.

HENK and ANS HOFSINK and family

HARRY and CLARA HOFSINK

MR. and MRS. J.W. HOFSINK, SR.

KLAAS and TEUNA JAGERSMA and sons

MR. and MRS. J.A. JANSON

EVERT and RENEE JASPERS, Credina,
Janneh, Jan, Adriel, William

MR. and MRS. W. KANIS, Elsje, Theodore

RICH and BETTY KLAVER, Sheila, Jason, Ryan

KEN and LINDA KOOPMANS, Jeremy, Kayla

KLAAS and TRISHA KORT

HARRY and HENNIE LEFFERS, Daryl,
Tracy, and Rodney

GRACE and ARNOLD LUBBERS

ANDY and BERNICE MEINTS

TIEME and ALY MEINTS, Anita

CLARA MEINTS

RALPH and CLARA PAIZE, Carolyn,
Madelene, Peter, Felicia, and Angela

HENRY and ANN PENNINGA and family

MR. JOHN PENNINGA
PETER and MOLLY PLUG and family
MR. and MRS. E. PRINS and family
MRS. ALIDA STAD, SR.
CLARENCE and TINA STAD and family
BERT and ANKY STULP, Sibrand, Jan-Willem,
Margeeske, Sander, Peter
MR. and MRS. |. VANDER DEEN and family
AREND and MINKE VANDER GAAG
AUBREY and JANE VANDER GAAG, Jeffrey
and Elisa
GERRY and HETTY VANDER GAAG, Wendy and Karen
MR. and MRS. H. VAN BOSTELEN
PETE and TINA VANDER GAAG, Robert
WILLIAM and GRETA VANDER GAAG
DICK and ZINA VANDE VELDE, Marilyn,
Derek, Steven, Glen
GRACE VANDE VELDE
WALTEK and TINA VANGROOTHEEST, Walter and Sharon
REV. and MRS. C. VAN SPRONSEN and family
JOHN and KIM VAN VEEN
MIKE and ALICE VAN VELDHUIZEN, Audrey, Kathy, John,
Michael, Brian, Dwayne, Robert, Collin, Alexander
BRAM and ALIE VERHOEFF, Deborah and Jan
MR. A. WIERENGA
LARRY and JENNY WIERENGA, Jason,
Sheila, Kerri-Anne, Rachel

Neerlandia

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad, the Lord’s
blessing and guidance for the coming year.

NICK and FAY BARENDREGT, Janet, Louise, James, Joanne
CHARLES and CAROLINE DE BOER and family
ADRIAN and LIES HAMOEN, Evelyn, Geraldine, Jody, Ronald
MRS. H. HAMOEN

KEES and DINIE HAMOEN and family

ROELOF JANSSEN

CARL OOSTERHOFF and MONICA VIERSEN
MR. and MRS. ART PETERS, Erwin

HENRY and GRACE PETERS, Michelle, Melanie
JOE and FREDDIE PETERS and family

MARTIN and BERNICE PETERS and family

MR. and MRS. J. ROWAAN

LAWRENCE and LUCILLE TERPSMA

BRUCE and DAVIDA TUININGA and family
JOHN and RITA VAN ASSEN and family

MR. and MRS. A. VIERSEN and family

JAKE and IRENE WERKMAN and family

PETE and CAROL WERKMAN and family

BERT and TENA WIERENGA and family

MR. and MRS. E. WIERENGA, Theo, Julius
HAROLD and WILMA WIERENGA, Marian
“COVENANT”” CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL
J.J. HOEKSTRA P. KOOPMAN
K. STEL H. SNIUDER
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Wishing AN o Joyous Chiistimos and a
New Years Greetings Prosperous New Uear

from:
Kingma Vanderveen's i

Meat
BOX 957, CARMAN, MANITOBA ROG 0JO
PHONE: (204) 745-3534

Products
Ltd. 634-7354 Ioh
e - Ralph Terpstra _
oo 4 CARPENTER
¥ BUILDING CONTRACTOR
R.R. 2, 512 WALNUT CRESCENT, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7N 2V8
ST. ANN’S, ONTARIO '
Season's Greetings a5
et

)

(4
RALPH, TRUDY, GERALD, and THERESA.

§/4 g/eédec{ C)/Lridfmaé ana/ a ﬂappg Wew year %om
e Zietsma Electric Ltd. X
v % Electrical Installations and Repairs
Domestic — Commercial — Industrial

2310 HEADON ROAD,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7R 3X5 PHONE: 335-2992

'@ We wish all our Friends a

Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous 1983 R

WALINGA BODY & COACHLIMITED | BULK TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
R.R. 5, GUELPH, ONTARIO, CANADA N1H 6J2 TELEPHONE: (519) 824-8520
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Hamilton
CORNERSTONE CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad the Lord’s
blessing at Christmas and His guidance in the New Year.

JOHN and WILLIE BARTELS and family

>~ HANS and COBY BARTELS and family

BEN and INGRID BARTELS and family

HENRY and NANCY BARTELS and family

BILL and ANNEMARIE BARTELS and family

GEORGE and MARTA BARTELS and family

MR. and MRS. G. BONTEKOE, Joe, Jerry

MR. H. BONTEKOE

MR. and MRS. JACK BOOT, Joyce

MR. and MRS. CLIFF BUITENHUIS, Hilda, Leo, Julie, Alison

PIM and GERTHE DENHOLLANDER, Mirjam, Arjen,
Joanneke, Danielle, Elsa, Rolf

MR. and MRS. K. DEJONG

CASE and TRUDY DEJONGE, Derek, Nicole, Ryan

HENRY and RIKA DEJONGE, Chris, Tanya, Jodi, Melanie

DR. and MRS. J. FABER, Ron, Ben

MR. and MRS. G. GRITTER and family

EVERETT and BRENDA GRITTER, Lori Ann

MR. and MRS. A. HAARSMA, Bernice, Tracy, lvan

HERMAN and JANE HARSEVOORT and family

REV. and MRS. W. HUIZINGA, Gerrilynn, John, Dean, Bruce,
Laurence

JOHN and MIEKE JAGER, Rosaleen, Darryl, Lori Ann

HANK and MARG JAGER, Brian, Dianne

MISS ADA KINGMA

MR. and MRS. A. KOPPERT

MRS. CHR. KUNTZ

MR. and MRS. J.J. KUNTZ and family

MISS R. LUDWIG

REV. and MRS. W. LOOPSTRA

STEVE and JENNY MANDULA, Stevie, David

MISS. A. METZLAR

HENRY and CHRIS NIENHUIS, David, Lennard, Ronald, Alisha

HENK and ANNETTE NOBEL

RIC and CHRIS OOSTERHOFF, Daniel

PETER and JOANNE OSTERMEIER, Nadia

HERMAN and CHRIS SCHUTTEN, Justin, Angelina, Shawn,
Ryan

MR. and MRS. W. SCHUURMAN and family

PROF. and MRS. L. SELLES and family

MR. C. SPEIJER, Helen

MR. and MRS. H.G.C. SWANWICK

MR. and MRS. H. VANAMERONGEN

MIKE and BARBARA VANDENBOS and family

MR. and MRS. JOHN VANDENBQOS and family

RON and MARCY VANDENBOS and family

STAN and SHELLEY VANDENBOS

TONY and DINY VANDERHOUT Brian, Marian

MR. JOHAN W. VAN DER JAGT

RALPH and TERESA VANDERLAAN and family

MRS. F. VANDERVELDE

GERRIT and SYLVIA VANDERVELDE and family

MR. and MRS. IKE VANDERWOUDE and family

MR. and MRS. B. VANDERZWAAG and family

BEN and JOANNE VANDERZWAAG, Kimberley, Kevin,
Charlie, Amy, Jonathan

RON and DEBBIE VANDERZWAAG and family

MATTHEW and GERTIE VANLUIK

MR. and MRS. C. WALINGA

MRS. H. WIERENGA

MR. and MRS. G. WIESKE, Janette, Bill and Joanne, Jack,
Leanne, Gary, Ken, Rhonda, Roslyn

MRS. GERDA WILDEBOER

ART and EBELIEN WITTEN, Ted, Aron, Stephanie

TOM and CARLA ZIETSMA, Jonathan, Jared, Nadia, Joel

Houston

Now as the end of 1982 draws near we would like to wish you the Lord’s
blessing and guidance for another year. Psalm 103:17

REV. and MRS. G.H. VISSCHER and children

BONNIE ANDREWS

ARCHIE and JEAN BRIENEN and boys

MR. and MRS. J.C. BRIENEN, SR.

JOHN and CLARA BRIENEN

MARION BRIENEN, Shane, Kevin, and Katrina

ART and SHARON DYKSTRA and family

CARL and JENNY DYKSTRA, Kent, Brad, Neil and Roxanne
HENRY and FIENA DYKSTRA, Tim and Mandy
HENRY and DIANE FENNEMA

RALPH and SINA FENNEMA and ‘amily

HENRY and CLAUDIA HANSMA

BARRY and CARLA HOFSINK, Bonnie-Jean and Nathan
ANDREW and ARLENE LEFFERS and Karilyn

BILL LEFFERS and BETTY ANN BOONSTRA

GEORGE and SOPHIA LEFFERS, Rick, Sharon and
Bonnie-Jean

AUKE and FENNIE MEINTS and family

ANDY MEINTS and JAN HARTMAN

ANDY and SANDRA MEINTS and family

JACK and REGINA MEINTS

MRS. KLASKE MEINTS and Henry

BILL NYMAN

FRED and MINNI NYMAN and family

MARTIN and DIANE ONDERWATER, Brian, Stephen, Robert,
Evelyn, Claudia, Eric and Jason

ANNA and LINDA SCHWARTZ

JOHN and FIMKE TENBRINKE

ONNO and BARB VANDEN HOEK and Christopher

WALTER and ANN VANDEN HOEK and family

HENRY and CAROLINE VANDER MOOREN and Ryan

JOHN and JO VANDER MOOREN and Cornelius

BILL and TRUDY WOELDERS and Rhonda

GERRY and ANITA WOELDERS and children
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A Blessed Christmas

and a
Prosperous New Year
fo all from
the

DUTCH TOKO

100 MACDONNELL STREET,
GUELPH, ONTARIO — PHONE: 822-4690

MOUNTAIN PLAZA,
HAMILTON, ONTARIO — PHONE: 383-2981

Bost Wishes
for 1983 from

Duthler
Textiles Limited

602 UPPER JAMES
g HAMILTON, ONTARIO
HAMILTON e KITCHENER ¢ LONDON
e ST.CATHARINES o

A
eﬁé
MR

Dutch Kitchen 3%

RESTAURANT AND TAVERN

71 Lakeshore Road E., Phone: 278-2296
PORT CREDIT, ONTARIO

De zaak waar U het lekkerst
Hollands of Indonesisch eet.

_/dan a/é Lémfen een ge/ué/u’g
J(erdlf/éeﬁf en een uoordpoec/ig

%euw laar lfoegewerwl.

DUTCH KITCHEN TAVERN
EERSTE EN TWEEDE KERSTDAG GESLOTEN
OOK GESLOTEN OP 1 JANUARI.

€ 1 A4

eason’s g)reelfingd

Have Your Home Bilt Rite
by

CUSTOM CONTRACTING

JOHN HARSEVOORT & SONS CONSTRUCTION
WATERDOWN 689-7660 BURLINGTON
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Chatham

The following brothers and sisters of the Canadian Reformed Church at
Chatham, Ontario wish all their brothers and sisters, relatives, friends,
and acquaintances in Canada and abroad, the LORD'’s blessing for
1983.

MR. and MRS. T. ALGRA

MR. and MRS. G. BEINTEMA

ANDY and INA BEINTEMA and family

LOUIS and MARG BEINTEMA and family

MR. and MRS. AUKE BERGSMA and family

MR. and MRS. BERNIE BERGSMA and family

PETE and TERESA BERGSMA and family

TALBOT and THERESA BERGSMA and family

JOHN and CAROL BOS and family

JAKE and BONNIE BOUWMAN and family

SIMON and BETTIE BREUKELMAN and family

MR. and MRS. G.J. BRINKMAN

HENRY and JEAN BRINKMAN and family

JOHN and ANN BULTIJE and family

GEORGE and TRACY BULTIE, Christina

PHIL and JANICE BULTJE

MR. and MRS. MIKE DE BOER and family

MELVIN and DONNA DE BOER, Adam

RICK and DEBBIE DE BOER

LENNY DE VRIES

RICK and SHIRLEY ELLIOTT, Denise, Brady

MR. and MRS. H. ENGBERS and family

MRS. MARIE FOEKENS and family

MRS. C. GOOSSEN

MRS. S. HOLSAPPEL and family

JOHN and JOANNE HOLSAPPEL, William David

MR. and MRS. G.J. HEYINK and family

HARRY and LYNN HEYINK, Sandra, Christopher

HENRY and JUDY HEYINK and family

TONY and JANET HOPMAN, Trevor

JOHN and WILMA HUTTEN, Gerald, James

MR. and MRS. FRED JELSMA and family

MR. and MRS. A. JONGBLOED

JOHN and ANN JONGBLOED and family

GERRY and LIZ KERPEL and family

ADRIAN and IETI KOSTER and family

JOHN and COLLEEN KUIZINGA, Robert, Jason

MR. and MRS. C. LANTING and family

MRS. SHERRY OOSTERHOFF, Steven, Nicole

JOHN and TENA OOSTERHOFF, David

CLYDE and PATRICIA PILON, Daniel Jacob

MR. and MRS. J. POOL

MR. and MRS. C. PEET and family

MR. and MRS. A. PIETERMAN and family

JOHN and MARG ROUKEMA and family

MRS. W. ROSIER

AREND and WILLA DALE SMID and family

MR. and MRS. E. SNIPPE and family

KEITH SIKKEMA

MIEK TALEN

MR. and MRS. T. TAMMINGA and family

STEVE and FLORENCE TEMESY, Stephanie, Aaron

MR. and MRS. JERRY TILLEMA

MRS. L. TILLEMA

MR. and MRS. C. VAN ANDEL and family

MR. and MRS. J. VANDEREE

JAKE and NEL VANDERGAAG and family

MR. and MRS. P. VANDERGAAG

JERRY and MARY VANDERGAAG and family
JOHN and INGRID VANDERGAAG, Jeremy, Alan
BILL and ANGY VANDERGAAG and family

MRS. J. VAN DER HEIDE

MR. and MRS. S. VAN DER HEIDE and family
MR. and MRS. JOHN VAN DER VEEN and family
ROBERT and JANET VAN DER VEEN

MR. and MRS. SIDNEY VAN DER VEEN

LOUIS and WANDA VAN DER VEEN, Shawn
HERMAN and BARBARA VAN DER VEEN and family
STAN and ELSA VAN DER VEEN

REV. and MRS. J. VAN RIETSCHOTEN, Jennifer
MR. and MRS. J. VAN DIEREN

FRED and PAT VAN GORKUM and family

MRS. J. VAN MIDDELKOOP

GEORGE and JO ANNE VAN MIDDELKOOP and family
MRS. K. VAN VEEN and family

MR. and MRS. HANK VEENEMA and family
JOHN and WANDA VEENEMA, Christopher, Michael
MRS. M. VEENMAN

MRS. G. WESTRIK

MR. and MRS. K. WIERSMA and family

CLARE and EVELIEN WIERSMA, and family

MR. and MRS. J. WILDERDIJK, Julia

MR. and MRS. A.J. YTSMA

Barrhead

We extend to all our brothers and sisters in the Lord, Season’s Greetings
and a blessed 1983.
JOHN and AUDREY BAKKER
CHARLES and LIZ BRUINSMA and family
JOHN and YVONNE DIJKSTRA and family
LOUIS and TENA DIJKSTRA and family
ANDY and RIKA EMMENS and family
JOHN and RIKIE FERINGA and family
FRED and YOLANDA GRANT, James, Brenda-Lee
JOHN and GINA HEETEBRU and family
WILF and HILDA HOLWERDA and family
ANDY and CARLA PIEPERS and family
ART and PAT REININK and family
PETER and KINI SELLES and family
PAUL and RITA TEITSMA and family
REV. and MRS. E.J. TIGGELAAR and family
TONY and HENNY VANDENBRINK
JOHN and VAL VANDERDEEN, Laura (Mae)
GERALD and ARLENE VANDERSLUIS
JOHN VOGELZANG, SR.
BILL and ALIE VOGELZANG and family
GEORGE and JENNY WEMEKAMP and family
RENE WIERINGA
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Jabric art,—

An International Collection
of Fabrics and Wallcoverings

4190 FAIRVIEW STREET, PHONE: 637 -2144
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7L 4Y8

L( S
’”;ﬁ}?s Blest be the God of Israel,
' The Lord who visited His own.

&adon’d greetingd /&*om

041([9 9 %Okdgb REPA.,RRA.

Real Estate Broker

Appraiser
Consultant
3386 REGAL ROAD, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7N 1L8

(416) 632-2125
MOBILE: HAMILTON YP7-5063

SMITHVILLE, ONTARIO

CENTRAL

JOHN SCHULENBERG

Best Wighes for 1983

TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS FROM

PHONE: 957-3111

s
> s
AN

MOTORS

HENRY RIESEBOSCH

Ceagon's (Jreetings // _\

bt

AN
TaTy

BILL OOSTDYK

ADVANCE WELDING
& MANUFACTURING LTD.

General Welding — Custom Fabricating
470 ARVIN AVE., STONEY CREEK, ONT. L8E 2M9

(416) 544-2057 namiton
(41 6) 662'1 936 STONEY CREEK

3 Best Wishes for 1983

MAPLE LEAF
REFRIGERATION LTD.

COMMERCIAL
* AIR CONDITIONING  * REFRIGERATION
* HEAT PUMPS * BULK TANKS
* FOOD STORE EQUIPMENT
BEN DEVOS
ANDREW DEVOS
RICK WILKINSON

9669 COOTE STREET,
CHILLIWACK, B.C.
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Tony & Alice Hoeksema and Family

CONTROL DESIGN INC.

Specializing in Industrial Electronics
Design Sales and Service

TONY HOEKSEMA
792-5727

45261 CRESCENT DRIVE
CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 1G5
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Abbotsford

The Lord’s blessing for 1983

MR. and MRS. P. BLOM and family

GEORGE and FLORENCE BOEVE and family

MR. and MRS. E. BREUKELMAN

MR. and MRS. T. CREDIET

BOB and CLARA DE HAAN

SIEBE and GRACE DE JONG

J.F. DE LEEUW and family

JOHN and MARGARET DE LEEUW, Dorothy, Andrew, Jeanette,
Clifford

MR. and MRS.H. DE RAAD and family

JOHN and PEARL DE VRIES

TED and TINEKE DE VRIES and children

HERMAN and JANE DRIEGEN

MR. and MRS. RIEMER FABER and family

FARINES and HENNY FLOKSTRA, Darlene, Ken, Dennis,
Karen, Diana, Kristina

JAKE and GRACE KOBES and family

KLAAS and FENNY KOBES and family

SID and TINA KOBES and family

MR. and MRS. M. ONDERWATER

HARRY and JENNIE PELLEBOER and family

MR. and MRS. CLARENCE PETTER and family

FRANK and ALICE SCHOUTEN and family

MR. and MRS. J. SCHOUTEN and family

JAN and ADRIA SCHUTTE and Arenda

KEES and JEAN SELLES and family

DAVE and GERRIE TERPSMA and family

MR. and MRS. J. VANDEBURGT and family

MRS. A. VANDERHORST

MR. H. VANDER LINDE

HARM and MAGDALENE VANDER LINDE and Kar/

REV. and MRS. M. VANDERWEL, Case, Dick, John, Martin

MR. and MRS. VANDRONGELEN and family

EVERT and PEARL VAN KAMMEN

MR. and MRS. TEUS VAN LAAR

WULFERT VANLAAR and YVONNE VAN GROOTHEEST

RENEE VANOENE

HENRY and SHIRLEY VELDMAN and family

JOHN VELDMAN and Clarence

PETE and COBY VELDMAN and family

MR. and MRS. MARTIN VREUGDENHIL and family

MR. and MRS. G. WINKELAAR, and Winnie

HENK and LIZ WINKELAAR, Gregory, Bernard, Harriet, Harold,
Arlene

ALBERT and ROSA WITTEVEEN, Hetty, Jim, Carol

Family WITTEVEEN

W e B e 2

Lincoln

God'’s continuous blessing and guidance for the year 1983 is our wish to
all our brothers and sisters in Canada.

For the LORD is good: His steadfast love endures forever, and His faith-
fulness to all generations. Psalm 100:5

CLARENCE and LINA ALKEMA and family
MR. and MRS. H. ALKEMA
TOM and MARY ALKEMA and family
MR. and MRS. M. BARTELS and family
MR. and MRS. H. BREUKELMAN and family
RAY and AGNES ELLENS and family
BILL and THERESA HEEMSKERK and family
MR. and MRS. P. HEEMSKERK and family
RIA HOFSINK
BERT and ELSA HOPMAN and
Theodore, Gus, Erica, Tesha
ARNOLD and ANITA HULZEBOSCH and
Jolene, Christopher
ANDY and MARGARET MANS and family
NICK and HENNY MANS and family
ARIE and LOIS MUIS, Jeremy and Shawn
JAKE and GRACE OOSTERHOFF and
Lisa, Kelly
KEN and JENNY POST and family
HERMAN and GERRY POORT and girls
LEO and MINNIE ROZEMA and family
JIM and MARG RUGGI

ERNIE and JANE SCHULENBERG and Sheryl,
Arnie, Eileen, Corinne, Christopher, Jane
WILLY and LYDIA SCHULENBERG and
Marty, Cherie, Jamie
H. SCHULLER
MR. and MRS. A.C.N. STIEVA
ERIC and GRACE STIEVA and family
GERALDINE STIEVA, Henrietta and Carolyn
RICK and ARLENE VAN AMERONGEN and
Jasmine and Jonathan
MR. and MRS. C. VAN ANDEL and family
MR. and MRS. A. VANDENHAAK and family
MR. and MRS. BILL VANDENHAAK and family
NICK and JANET VANDENOEVER and family
WILLIAM and NETTIE VAN DYK
MR. and MRS. ANDRIES VAN ES, and Kar!/ Csicsai
ARIE and BETTY VAN ES
TONY and HELEN VAN ES and
Andries, David, Tony Jr., Helena
HENRY and MARGARET VAN IPEREN and
Henry, John, Jason, Garett
MR. and MRS. H. VAN LUIK and family
MR. and MRS. J.M. VAN SYDENBORGH
WAYNE and HELEN VAN SYDENBORGH and family
BILL and CORRIE VANWOUDENBERG and family
GEORGE and HILLY VANWOUDENBERG and
Francine and Gerard
REV. and MRS. M. WERKMAN and family
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EGG PRODUCTS DIVISION
3911 MT. LEHMAN ROAD
ABBOTSFORD, B.C.

HEAD OFFICE
SHELL EGG DIVISION
8592 - 148 STREET

SURREY, B.C. 856-2534
596-7155

WM. VANDERPOL, SR. PIET VANDERPOL JACK VANDERPOL

';

Best Wishes for nll nnp,‘

1983 from: HOME CENTRE LTD.

Complete Home Furnishings
SPECIALIZING IN:
Brand Name Appliances ® Quality Furniture e Deluxe Carpeting
13645 - 100th Avenue, Surrey, B.C.
JOHN A. VANDERPOL 585-1537

(President)

‘ “ MANUFACTURERS

OF QUALITY:

WV - 126 LAMPS
| ! *FLOOR LAMPS

*FIRE SCREENS
*POLE LAMPS
*LIGHT FIXTURES
*FIREPLACE
MANUFACTURING LTD. ~— ACCESSORIES

100 Braid Street, Telephone (604) 525-8484
New Westminster, B.C. VaL 3P4 Telex 04-351462 W.VANDERPOL, SR. B. VANDERPOL H.A.BERENDS
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Watford

The following brothers and sisters with their families wish you God'’s
blessing for the year 1983.

And the LORD, He it is that doth go before thee; He will be with thee, He will
not fail thee, neither forsake thee, fear not, neither be dismayed.
Deuteronomy 31:8

WIECHERT and [ENA AALBERS and family

DICK and JOANNE BARENDREGT, Alexander and Hester

BUD and ANITA BLANCHARD and family

MRS. ELLY BOERSEMA

JOHN and JOANNE BORK and family

REV. and MRS. P.K.A. DE BOER and family

WILLEM and SINA DE HAAN and family

BILL and LINDA DOKTER and family

AL and AAFKE HAAN

HANK and RUTH HAAN and family

GERRIT and JANKE HUTTEN, Teresa, Tim

JIM and JACKIE JANSSENS

JOHN and ALIE JANSSENS, Bob, Alan

MRS. GRACE KOK and family

PAUL and PAT LEBEL and family

MRS. J. LENTING

JACK and GRACE LENTING, Gerald, Robert

RICK and JUDY LENTING and family

RICK and MARY LENTING and family

ANDY and ANN SMID

MAYNARD and SUSAN SMID, Marquerite,
John, Janine, Kathryn

MR. and MRS. JOHN SMID

“GERRIT and BOUWCHIENE TAMMINGA and family

TALO and DINA TAMMINGA and family

MR. and MRS. GEORGE VAN GORKUM

DON and IRENE VAN GORKUM and family

LEIN and CORRY WATTEL and family

JOHN and GERDA WUBS and family

Brampton

We wish all brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad the Lord’s bless-

ing for the coming year. Philippians 4:4-9

HANK and JANNY BOSKLOPPER

MR. and MRS. A. KEEP, SR.

JENETTE KNOL

CHRIS and CAROLINE NOBELS, John

MR. and MRS. C.Y. NOBEL, Helene

JOHN and KAREN NOBEL, Teresa, Derek

PETE and BIENY SCHOON and family

JOHN and ALICE TENHAGE and family

HARRY and ANN VAN BODEGOM, Steven,
Sylvia, Colin, Bradley

TERESA VANDEN BOS

GERRY and BRENDA VANMIDDELKOOP and family

MR. and MRS. J. VANMIDDELKOOP, SR.

MR. H. VIS

JOHN and MARG WANDERS, John. Liz

Ottawa

The following brothers and sisters and their families from the Canadian
Reformed Church at Ottawa wish you God’s blessings at Christmas time
and throughout the New Year.

PETER and ELLIE BUIST, Irene, Karen

HENK and ANN CAZEMIER, Laura

ARNOLD and SISKA DE LEEUW, Wayne, Silvia, Fiona

DIANE HOLTVLUWER

HENK and SUSAN HOLTVLUWER, Jane, John, Peter, Stephen,

JOE and JENNY JAGER, Kevin, Fiona, Corrinne

HENK and INEKE PLOEGER, Carina, Ronald, Mia, Jolanda,
Matthew

BILL and WILMA SCHEPER and family

ANITA SCHEPER

PETER VANDERSLUYS

GAR and MIEN VAN WEERDEN, Neil, Deed

ALBERT and AAF ZUIDHOF

Edmonton

IMMANUEL CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

RALPH and ALICE BOSCH, Paulette, Colin, Russell and Jodi

RITA DAVIES, Robert, Nathan and Timothy

REV. and MRS. S. DE BRUIN and family

Family S. EELHART

JOHN and ELMA KUNTZ, Eric, Pamela, and Sarah

MR. and MRS. J. OUSSOREN, Pauline and Michael

MR. and MRS. MENDERT OUSSOREN, John and Mary

ADRI and BEP LOUWERSE, Johan, Arthur and Ed

MR. and MRS. J. PETERS

BONNE STIKSMA

MR. and MRS. P. STIKSMA and family

SIEBREN and ALICE STIKSMA and family

MR. and MRS. W. SMIT and Ron

DERK and MARTHA VANDERVEEN and family

MR. and MRS. J. VANDERWOUDE

BERNARD and BARBARA VAN RAALTE, Paul, David, Jeffrey
and Bradley

MRS. A. WERKMAN, SR.

PROVIDENCE CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH

LLOYD and NELLIE BREDENHOF, Wesley, Gloria
and Michelle

JACK and PAULINE DE HAAS and family

PHIL and JENNY GEUSEBROEK, Philip, Lisa and Mark

JOE HELDER and JOAN VELDKAMP

BEN and RHEA HOFSINK and family

JAKE and ANNETTE LEFFERS and family

DOUWE and JOAN POSTMA and family

JOHN and JANET VAN DEN BERG, Jessica

MRS. FLORY VAN ORIZANDE, Anthony, Edith, Annemarie
and Marion

CORKY and MENNIE VELDKAMP and family

RON and COBI VERSTEEG, Colin and Cindy

GORDON and ROSEMARY VIHER, Kristianne and Gordon
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Best Wishes :%:
for the New Year from

dl/(oclsm Canadian Shoe Store

Men’s ® Women’s ® Children’s Shoes

Phone: 689-6819
Res: 689-6049

Village Plaza, Waterdown, Ontario
FRANK & IRENE MARCHESE & FAMILY

Best Wishes for Christmas
ard & Happy New Year

GERRY BOSSCHER CONSTRUCTION LTD.

COMMERCIAL — RESIDENTIAL
REPAIRS — CUSTOM HOMES

PHONE: 637-9271

507 WOODVIEW ROAD,

GEBRY BOSSCHER BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

.. ARC-FAB
,_
Burlington

1339 Mountain Grove, L7P 2H1
Portable Welding & Repairs
Ornamental

Res: 336-5500

Bus: 637-6177 JOHN DeJAGER

%

M/idlu'ng you a g&ddez! C/Ln’dlmaa
aml a ﬂappy Mew year

HOFSINK °F

Insurance Broker

Auto, Fire, Theft, Liability, Marine,

Life, Sickness & Accident, Group

John H. Hofsink
(416) 634-0672

Box 1145 “B”
Burlington, Ontario ¢ L7P 3S9

geél Wjﬁw /)r C/trt:dlmaa
anc[ a ﬂappy Wew year

‘\.l'
ECE

) ’r\¢\

Bouwman
Contracting Ltd.

4179 UPPER MIDDLE ROAD,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

PHONE: 335-3400

TOWING

USED AND REBUILT AUTO PARTS

“SUDDEN
SERVICE”

BABINE LAKE ROAD,
BOX 462,
SMITHERS, B.C.

847-2114

Season’s Greetings — _syd,:

.}" e

HARRIS wors 305
Wrecking & Towing

CASEY & ANDY and STAFF
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Burlington ‘““‘Ebenezer”’
CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH OF BURLINGTON EAST

We wish all our brothers and sisters the Lord’s blessing and guidance in

1983.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by

the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13

MR. and MRS. K. AIKEMA, Dorothy, and Terri

HARRY and HENNY ALKEMA, Gerald and Elisa

GERRY and ANN BOSSCHER and family

MR. and MRS. E.J. BOSSCHER and family

PETER and GERALDINE BOSSCHER, Alicia, Nadine,
and Krista

MR. and MRS. B. BREMER

MRS. M. BUIST and Richard

WIEBE and AGATHA BUIST, John, Arlene and Ken

MR. and MRS. HENRY BUITENHUIS and family

MRS. R. BUITENHUIS

MR. and MRS. H. DEBRUIN, SR.

MRS. A. DEGELDER

JOHN and FLORENCE DYKSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. H. HAMMINGH

FRED and MARG HEIKAMP, Dave, Edward, Douglas
and Christine

ARIE and ANNIE HORDYK and family

MRS. J.H. HORDYK

‘FRED and MIENEKE STOFFELS and family

1

MR. and MRS. J. HUIZINGA

DICK and ALICE HULST, Jacqueline and Joanne

MRS. W. KAMPEN

MR. and MRS. H.J. KAMSTRA, Pete and Patricia

MR. and MRS. M. KAMSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. MARTIN KERPEL, Mark, Laura and Amy

MRS. E. KRUID

JOHN and DIANE MALDA, Rose and Elizabeth

MR. and MRS. G. NORDEMAN and family

BILL and ELIZABETH OOSTDYK and family

MARTIN and JOANNE POSTMA, Mark, Christopher,
and Jennifer

REV. A.B. ROUKEMA

ABE and LINDA ROZA and family

MR. and MRS. K. SIEDERS, SR.

MR. and MRS. W.G. SIKKEMA, Chris

COLLIN and IRENE SPITHOFF and family

WILLIE and ANN TENHAAF and family

MR. and MRS. K. TERPSTRA and Corinne
PROF. and MRS. C. VANDAM, Car/

JOHN and ALICE VANDASSELAAR and family
MR. and MRS. T. VANDERVEEN

REV. and MRS. G. VANDOOREN

MR. and MRS. J. WANDERS

MRS. N. ZELDENRUST

Langley

We wish all brothers and sisters a joyous Christmas and the Lord’s bless-
ing in the New Year.

CASEY and CYNTHIA ADMIRAAL and family

PETE and MARGARET AIKEMA, Kevin, Suzanne, Bradley

FRED and SIETIE BERGSMA, Wilma, Belinda, Esther,
Christina, Rochelle

GARY and JULIA BEUKEMA, Geoffrey, Robert, Leanne, Nellie

WILMA BOS

MRS. H. BRINK

JOHN and DOROTHY BYSTERVELD, Judy, Linda, Darryl

MR. and MRS. JOHN DEHAAS, SR.

DAN and HENNY DOESBURG and family

JOHN and HEDDIE DRIEGEN, Carrie, Wesley

CORY and EMMA FLOKSTRA and family

MR. and MRS. W. GELDERMAN

OEDSE and JANNY HANSMA, Hetty, Margaret

TOM and GRETA HANSMA and girls

MR. and MRS. H. HANSMAN, SR.

HENRY and EMILY HANSMAN

BOB and COBY HELLEWELL, Jody, Lanny, Jamie, Deanna,
Robbie, Christopher

PETER and IRENE HOEKSEMA and family

PETE and DICKY JANSEN, Henry, Byron, Darlene, Brenda,
Yvonne, Randall

MR. and MRS. C. KIPPERS and family

BERT and JENNY KONING and family

JOHN and NETTIE LINDE and family

JEANNIE LINDE

SYBE and MARTJE MEERSTRA

RICK and MARGARET MEVYER, Charla

HARRY and MARTHA MOES, Randy, Mark, Renee, Lucas
Family L. OSTERMEIER

MR. and MRS. R. SCHAAP

PAUL and RITA SCHOUTEN, Joey, Allan, Nicholas
MR. and MRS. J. SELLES and family

HARRY and SISKA STEL and boys

MRS. HA. STEL

REV. and MRS. D. VANDERBOOM

CONRAD and DINAH VANDERHORST

Family J. VANDERHORST

MR. and MRS. P. VANDERSTOEP

MR. and MRS. W.A. VANEERDEN and family

TED and HENNIE VAN GORKUM and family
GEORGE and DORA VAN POPTA, Matthew, Joel, Anne-Marie
MRS. J.T. VAN POPTA

MR. and MRS. J. VAN WOUDENBERG and family
MRS. G. VAN WUK, Gertrude, Mark, Ben

KEES and BONNIE VEENMAN and family
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TAX & BOOKKEEPING SYSTEMS

» income tax specialists for individuals, professionals, and small businesses <
Thanking you for letting us serve you in 1982, we look forward to your patronage in 1983.

Season's Greetings from & —
IEI R e A ASsocmtes

Tax Syt 44 Montcalm Drive, Hamilton, Ontario L9C 4B3 (416) 3837514
" H. Schutten, B.A. ® G. Barry Smith ® C. Schutten ® H.E. Jager, R.I.A.
Since 1975

SMITHERS LUMBER YARD LTD.

SMITHERS 3528 Yellowhead Hwy., No. 16, Smithers, B.C. — P.O. Box 938 — Phone: 847-2246

LUMBER YARD . %E«

BUILDING ~ SUPPLIES

EVERYTHING fOR THE BUILDER

A Blessed Chiistmas and a Prosperous New UYear to AN

Tower Communications Ltd. 3

BOX 1001, HOUSTON, B.C. VOJ 120
2-WAY RADIO EQUIPMENT

Sales — Service — Rentals
CARL DYKSTRA PHONE: 845-7306 HENRY DYKSTRA

Menty Chrigtmag e

Palmer Htg. & Air Conditioning %"

BURLINGTON, ONT.
On all Qil to Gas

Act Now! Conversions

PHONE: 335-9767 R. SMOUTER
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Burlington ‘“Rehoboth”

CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH OF BURLINGTON WEST

To all brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad, the Lord’s blessing for
1983.

For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting: and His truth endureth to all
generations. Psalm 100:5

MR. and MRS. FRED BEINTEMA

MR. JOHN BEINTEMA

MR. and MRS. T. BOERSMA

BERT and EVE BUIKEMA and family

GUS and BINI BUIST, James, Marcia, Marguerita, and Richard

HANK and JANE BUIST and family

MARC and RIA BUIST and family

ED and JACKIE DANTUMA

JOHN and WIES DEBOER

LEN and AUDREY DEGELDER and family

MENNO and CLARY DEGROOT and family

JOHN and TINIE DEJAGER and family

MS JANE DRIEGEN

BART and JANNA DOUMA and family

BILL and LIZ DYKEMA, Rachel and Catie

MR. and MRS. E. DYKEMA

GERB and JANE DYKEMA, Brad, Jason and Amber

MR. and MRS. J. GELDERMAN and family

MR. and MRS. L. GEUSEBROEK and Evelyn

MR. and MRS. L. GROENWOLD and family

MR. and MRS. J. HARKE

MR. and MRS. K. HARKE and family

MR. B.J. HARSEVOORT, SR.

HARRY and TINA HARSEVOORT and family

JAKE and TINY HOEKSEMA, Gerald and Tracey

SID and BRENDA HOEKSEMA, Carolyn

JOHN and GRACE HOFSINK and family

JOHN and PAT HOFSINK, Tobi, Kerri, Josh and Dustin

HENK and EEF HUININK, Joyce, Gerald, Henrietta, Bernie
and Ronnie

MR. and MRS. H. HULZEBOSCH and family

HARRY and JOANNE HUTTEN, Johnny, and Christopher

JACK and JANE JAGT and family

JERRY and JOLANDA JAGT, David, Carrie-Jo and Jeffrey

MISS GRACE JELSMA

LUKE and JILL JELSMA, Trina and Chery!

JOE and HENNY KLOOSTERMAN

MR. and MRS. P.W. KNOOIHUIZEN

MR. and MRS. U. KRIKKE, John, Ray, Paul and Mark

HENRY and MIRJA LINDE, Jason, Kevin and Donny

MRS. J. LINDE

HARRY and IRENE MALDA, Sherri and Tracy

JOHN and JACQUELINE MALDA, Jonathan, David, Robert,
Anya and Gordon

BERT and ANNIE NEDERVEEN and family

BEN and DIANE OOSTERVELD and family

MR. and MRS. H. OOSTERVELD

REV. and MRS. W. POUWELSE

FRED and MARG REININK and Jackie

MR. and MRS. H. REININK and family

PETER and BETTY SCHENKEL and family
WILBUR and MARIA SIPKEMA, Gilbert, Diane and Bruce
MRS. C. SMOUTER

HENRY and JACKIE SMOUTER and Arlene
KLAAS and MARG SPITHOFF and family

JOHN and BINNY STEGENGA and family

DICK and KITTY STRATING and family
GEORGE and DIANE STROOP and family
CHARLIE and WILMA VANDAM and family
JACK and LINDA VANDERHORST and family
MR. and MRS. J. VANDERLEEST, SR. and Dianne
MATT and RUBY VANDERMOOREN and Alana
HARPERT and MARGARET VANDERWEL
JOHN and GRACE VANDERWOUDE and family
NICK and ELLA VANDOOREN and girls

HANK and CHRISTINE VANHALEN

BILL and JEAN VANYKEN and family

MR. and MRS. C. VANYKEN and family

MRS. J. VISSER

JAN VISSER and MARIAN VANYKEN

JOHN and ANN WITTEN

Chilliwack

We wish all our brothers and sisters in Canada and abroad the Lord’s
blessing for the year 1983.
DICK and JENNY BYKER and family
PETE and MAY BOES and family
RUDY and MARY BOEVE and family
REV. and MRS. C. BOUWMAN
IKE and LINDA BREDENHOF, Christina, Benjamin,
Theresa, Melanie
JERRY and CORRY BREUKELMAN and family
JOHN and FLORINE BREUKELMAN
HANK and GERTIE BUIT
DICK and CORINNE BUIT and family
ED and FLO DE HAAN, Eddy, Angela, Fiona
JODY DE KRAKER
BEN and HILDA DEVOS and family
HENRY and HILDA GELDERMAN and family
GORD and TRUDY HUEBERT
JOHN and MINNIE HUTTEMA and family
KEN and MANEY HUTTEMA and family
HERMAN and MARTHA KOBES and family
ADRIAN and MARTHA KRABBENDAM and Ken
MIKE and MAY KRABBENDAM and Alisa
ART and HANNY LENGKEEK and family
MR. and MRS. J. OOSTENBRUG
KLAAS and HILDA TAMS and family
MR. and MRS. H.J. TENBRINKE
BILL and BONITA VANDERLINDE and family
MR. and MRS. W. VANDERMOLEN
PIETER and MARY VANWOUDENBERG and family
RICK and WILMA WILKINSON
BERT and HENNY WOELDERS, Corny, Richard
JENNY WOELDERS
JOHN and LINDA WOELDERS, Andrea, Leanne
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PBest Wighes for 1983 from
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A

LLOYD’S TIRE SERVICE
24 HR. SERVICE

New Tires ® Retreading
Vulcanizing * Industrial Solids

R.R. 1, 5th CONC.
WATERDOWN, ONTARIO

w 384 GUELPH LINE,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7R 3L4

PHONE: 634-2331

Real Estate Ltd.
Our very Best Wiishes for a Blessed Chuistmas
and & Happy New Year.
FOR REAL ESTATE 2

U
in the Burlington, Waterdown, '
Aldershot and surrounding areas

L. DEKKER CALL
HENRY DENBOK
JOHN MEERVELD
DAYS
DIAL “O” OPERATOR ED LUDWIG
PERATOR PHo::EGggg 5077 AT
R7-9697 . 680-
MOBILE OPERATOR JR7-969 634-9331 \ J
. (4 ',‘\
Smithers

Mike’s Landscaping
Limited

HENRY LINDE — ART LINDE
HAMILTON

BUS: 689-4946

RES: 689-8917
RES: 528-9173

* Soning and Seeding
T
* Loam - Sand - Gravel
* Planting
Out very Best Wishes
o a Joyous Christmag

and a Happy New Yeat.

Transport Ltd.

LOCAL and LONG DISTANCE MOVING
INSURED — BONDED

Serving The Great Northwest

@ e Crating @
e Free Estimates

e Modern Heated Warehouse
TELEX:

847-2057 047-83134

NIGHT CALLS: JOHN BANDSTRA - 847-2395
DICK BANDSTRA - 847-9455
JOHN BANDSTRA (Jr.) - 847-3958

HOUSTON OFFICE: 845-2805

Across Town or Across the Nation
3394 YELLOWHEAD 16, SMITHERS

&adon 4

A
&’;&

e Storage
e Reasonable Rates
e Sanitized Vans

reehngd

:btcl’ Jo/m S' o amj Jolm / r.
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Cloverdale

The following brothers and sisters of Cloverdale wish all brothers and sis-
ters in Canada and abroad the Lord’s blessing and guidance in 1983.

JAKE and MINNIE AIKEMA, Vickie

MR. and MRS. P. AIKEMA and family

MR. and MRS. H.A. BERENDS and family

MR. and MRS. B. BIKKER

JAKE and LEE BREDENHOF, James, Jesse, Reuben
and Raymond

MR. and MRS. K. BROERSMA

KEES and TINA BULTHUIS and family

ALBERT and RITA BYSTERVELD, Jennifer and Karen

MR. and MRS. G. BYSTERVELD SR. and family

JERRY and ANN BYSTERVELD, James

MR. and MRS. PETER DE BOER, Derrick, Belinda, Bradley,
Christopher and Peter

MR. and MRS. AW. DE LEEUW

JENNY DE LEEUW

MR. and MRS. P. DE WIT, SR. and family

RON and MARTHA DYKSTRA, Hilary, Rhonda, Mark, Anthony

MR. and MRS. A. HUISMAN

MR. and MRS. W. JONGS and family

MR. and MRS. C. LEYENHORST SR. and family

BEN and NANCY MEERSTRA, Shona, Chandra, Alex, Colin,
Sharon

DICK and LUCY MULDER, Andrew, Anita

MR. and MRS. PETER NIENHUIS and family

MR. and MRS. J. POORTINGA

HANK and JENNY SCHOEN, Ann, Ruth, Susanne, Christine,
Faith, Irene, Paul, Stephen, Michael

BILL and HESTER SCHOUTEN, John, Karen, Peter, Ken,
Christopher

MR. and MRS. C.T. SIKMA, Helen, Delores, Douglas

MR. and MRS. W.F. VANBEEK

PETER and SARAH VANDERGUGTEN, Debbie, Jeremy,
Anthony, Michael, Benjamin

PIET and FRAN VANDERPOL and family

MR. AND MRS. W. VANDERPOL, SR.

BILL and JOANNE VANDERPOL, Helen, Julia, Stanley, Evelyn,
Darlene, Elizabeth, Ruth

MRS. J. VANDERVEEN

JENNY VANDERZYL

REV. and MRS. J. VISSCHER and family

MR. and MRS. H. WENDT and family

MRS. G.B. WENDT

Coaldale

We extend to all brothers and sisters Season’s Greetings and a blessed
1983.

MANCE and MARY BREUKELMAN and family
HENK and MAGGIE HOFSINK and family
RON and JACKIE HOFSINK
COR and MIENA HOOGERDUK and family
DICK and RIKA HOOGERDUK and family
HERMAN and ANN HOOGERDIJK and family
LEONARD and TINA HOOGERDIJK and family
MRS. M. HOOGERDUJK
JOHN and MARIANNE HULST and Jaclyn
DON and ELSIE KALMA
ANDREW and PIETA KIPPERS and family
DIRK and MARY KOK and family
MR. P. KOK
ANDY and HELEN LEFFERS and family
MR. and MRS. H. LEFFERS
JOHN and JANE LEFFERS and family
KLAAS and JACKIE LEFFERS and family
MR. and MRS. H.A. LUBBERS
HARRY and LINDA LUBBERS and family
MRS. LYSTER
JOHN and ERNA MOEDT and family
MRS. M. MOEDT
SID and BETTY OOSTENBRUG and family
HENRY and CHRIS PIEFFERS and family
BILL and RICKI SCHEPER and family
MRS. H. TAMS
HANK and ALICE TAMS and family
JOHN and DOROTHY TAMS, Margaret, Jake, Harvey, Louie,
Sharon, Gordon, Michael, Richard, Sidney, Jessica
and Robin
GEORGE and MARIA VANBOSTELEN and family
ARIE and MARG VAN SETERS and kids
MR. and MRS. C. VAN SETERS
MR. and MRS. J.M. VAN SPRONSEN, SR.
PETER and SADIE VAN SPRONSEN, Marvin, Sandra, Shiela,
Sheldon
KEES and RIA VAN VLIET and family
MRS. H. VELDKAMP
RICHARD and AMIE VELDKAMP and family
MR. and MRS. A. VERSTEEG and family
ITE and JANE VEURINK and family
REV. and MRS. WIELENGA and family
EELKE and RENA WIERSMA and family
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Bost Wiishes for 1983

Greendale Motors Ltd. n

owner HENRY GELDERMAN
Complete Automotive Repairs

6412 SUMAS PRAIRIE RD., R.R. SARDIS, B.C.
PHONE: 823-6713

%
Sy,

AP -

Best Wishes for 1983 {rom
Maple Leaf Motors Ltd.

W.J. HUTTEMA — Owner

49562 Chwk. Central Road,
Chilliwack, B.C.
PHONE: 794-7611

»
s
«

Best Wishes for 1983

FROM
Chilliwack *
Electronics

Southgate, Chilliwack, B.C. Phone: 795-9516

MR. JERRY BREUKELMAN

Best Wiishes fox 1983 to all our

friends and customers from

CENTRAL VALLEY HOMES LTD.
For Quality Built Homes See:

RUDY BOEVE PETE and RON BOES
5690 Inter Prov. Hwy. 45315 Amadis Cres.
Sardis, B.C. Chilliwack, B.C.
823-6843 792-8188

BILL VAN RAALTE

President

A Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Vear
from the staff of

Orangeville Foundry Ltd. s

R.R. 4, ORANGEVILLE, ONTARIO L9W 271

PHONE: (519) 941-1507
(416) 457-1633
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M/id/u’ng a// a g/eddea[ C/Lridfmud

anc[ a ﬂ“f’/”? Mew year
Henry’s Plumbing

HENRY PENNINGA
Box 2921,

Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2N0O Phone: 847-3450

Best Wishes for 1983 from:

BARROWTOWN HOG CENTRE LTD.

RUDY and MARY BOEVE o
Bonnie, Derek, Ken 22\\}

Multiplier for Pig Improvement Canada Ltd.

CAMBOROUGH GILTS AND PERFORMANCE TESTED BOARS

5690 Inter Provincial Hwy.,
R.R. 1,
Yarrow, B.C. VOX 2A0

RV
;/ S

T

Daily Fresh Eggs

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

L. Hopman & Sons

POULTRY FARMSLTD.
Dunnville, Ontario

R.R. 9, " PHONE: 774-3065
CLARENCE, ARTHUR

{-

L
\)/;!5? Vo

Wishing you a Joyous Christmas
and a
Happy New Year

the Family Christian Bookstore

Burlington

Who Can Measure the Ministry
of a Christian Book?

How: do you measure the ministry of a book? By its
message? By its effect upon each member of the family?
By the response of each child? By the things learned?
By the good relationship it created between parents and
between parents and children? By the values that will be
passed on from generation to generation?

Wishing you a Joyous Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

Gerry Denbok Mrs. Ina Klaassens

-tHe Family Christian Bookstore

dy
i

750 GUELPH LINE (OPP. BURLINGTON MALL)

PHONE: (416) 637-9151

) Store Hours: 9 - 5:30 p.m.; Thurs. & Fri. till 9 p.m.;

December 9 - 9 p.m.
Season's Clreetings from . . . -~
Qg VISIT
@amtlﬂt lBl‘apl’rP MAIN STREET SOUTH, s
BURLINGTON - LIMITED STV(\)I';TEEF;I:CIJ\VQE g:‘)TAR'O s
R RENT
CUSTOM DRAPERY e COMMERCIAL e RESIDENTIAL (416) 634.3911
185 PLAINS ROAD EAST, GERALDINE BOSSCHER (416) 842-1735

L7T 2C4, PHONE: 639-5185 PETER BOSSCHER

JOHN J. BUIKEMA

KEN J. BUIKEMA
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M/ié/u’ng you a ﬁooyouo C/Lridtmaa sind a ﬂappg %w year
Henry De Jonge Landscaping

166 POWERLINE CRT.
HAMILTON, ONTARIO

679-6566

Complete Contract Landscaping
Residential, Commercial, Industrial

HENRY & RIKA DE JONGE and FAMILY

Walter's Welding Ltd. H;;: i

‘‘HERE COMES SERVICE”’

¢ General Welding & Fabrication ® Machine Shop
P.O. BOX 893, SMITHERS, B.C. VOJ 2NO

We wish all friends and relatives
% a Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous 1983.

WALTER & TINY, RON, GERRY, AND JEAN

May the Joy of the Christmas Season remain with you throughout the New Year.

designhaus interiors inc.

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE
3225 FAIRVIEW STREET, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

(416) 637-7494
JOHN J. BUIKEMA GERALD J. LOCK

Burlington Coffee Service Ltd.

882 DANFORTH PLACE, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
MR. L. KNEGT

C)omp/imentd o/ t/w &adon o ﬁ'iemld ana/ cuslomers
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Riewald
Garage Ltd.

DIVISION OF 524288 ONTARIO, INC.

X FOR BETTER AUTO REPAIR
RESIDENTIAL - FARM - COMMERCIAL To all our customers
e Electric Heating and friends

e Central Vacuum Systems :
a Joyous Christmas

Best Wiighes and God's Bllessing and a
60)( a CPI(OSPQ/(OUS LA’QW Cyean Happy New Year
R.R. 4, FERGUS, ONTARIO
PHONE: 843-1642 ""{\%4\\\
X@Q’" i~ 1231 KING ROAD,
CASEY AND BETTY DYKSTRA BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
AND FAMILY PHONE: 634-0243
‘ A
Brant Travel Service Ltd. '

552 BRANT STREET — BURLINGTON, ONTARIO PHONE: 632-0720

Winter charter class fare to Holland
$649.00 p.p. (incl. car for 2 weeks)

”,@* Lucy Meyer
wenst U Gezegende Kerstdagen en een Voorspoedig Nieuwjaar.

&adon s g)reefingd
3350 Fairview Street,
l’llll(ﬂll / a \ W‘ gh! Burlington, Ontario
Instant Citizenship g
and Passport Pictures
Camera Sales and Rentals cn@n‘ 634-5545

Photo Finishing: same day
and overnight service available A LIMITED COMPANY
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Wighing all Readers a

Blessed Chiistmas and New Year
D.G. TRUCK LEASING INC.
1161 Nottingham Avenue,
Burlington, Ont. L7P 2R5 ¢ Phone: 335-0042

ﬁ“i : “

z
L

- N —

BART and JANNA DOUMA

sy
3
Friendly Personalized Service

MOUNT ROYAL
4 DOMINION
" HARDWARE

2027 Mount Forest Drive,
Burlington, Ontario

APPLEBY-SMITH Lid.

Heating and Air Conditioning
Contractors

=

A
B

pe-)

Bill Wood
“Specialists in Furnaces, Heat Pumps,
Air Conditioners and Humidifiers”

SHOP:

2086 Speers Rd., Oakville, Ont. L6L 2X8
Oakville 825-1893 Burlington 335-3203

GRIFF- DEANNA WELSH 639-5501
Q 9 o
QWishing you a Joyous Chiistmos
and a Progperous New Year shademaster
from the Staff of it " landscaping

design / construction / maintenance

s0as0n S - greetings §rom

barry & joanne hordyk
amy & sarah

<>° 2]

5{)@
r.r. 1, robson drive,
waterdown, ont. phone:
LOR 2HO (416) 689-4297

&adon’d greeh'ngd

Mrs. Bea BUS. 637-8245
Spithoff RES. 634-6315
REPRESENTATIVE
|
A.E.LEPAGE
— J”é"""“';!'&“l'l"!L I

2075 LAKESHORE RD.
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING AND BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Best Wiishes for 1983
% H.F. STOFFELS, Rr.A.

4202 NO. 1 SIDE ROAD, RR. 1,
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7R 3X4 PHONE: 335-8696
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&adon 4 g)reeh'ngd ﬂom

Your “Dutch” Store
M/id/zing a// a IN

BURLINGTON, ONTARIO
Zg/eddea/ C/Lrijtmad am[ a

My Vo U ED’S

Ed and Joanne Hofland

Plaza JBWB//BIS DUTCH LUNCH MEATS, GROCERIES, CHEESE

e Our products carry a money-back guarantee!
¢ Friendly, personal service!
* Catering

With Compliments of the Season!

4

e o
Lo K
o

Diamonds — Watches — Fine Jewellery

G. GUDDAT Mountain Grove Plaza
Certified Watchmaker and Goldsmith Mountain Grove & Guelph Line

Burlington, Ontario
335-0287

ROSELAND PLAZA, HOURS:
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO PHONE: 637-5533
Mon.-Wed. 10-6 Thurs. & Fri. 10-9 Saturday 9-6

3

[/%\},\; )
s

j/ze Cl‘eJLl Z//m'on goam] 0/ :birectom, management, arw/ \S)ta/z extenJ /.)7edt M/I:JAZJ
to gl/eryone /é" a Jogoud C/Lriatmad aﬂél a ﬂappy anc[ /Qrodperoud Wew year.

GOLDEN CORPORATE OFFICE:
[0 444 Concession Street,
Hamilton, Ontario L9A 1C2

HORSESHOE =~ i

CREDIT UNION LIMITED

(Formerly Duca)

Complete Financial Services

g
i

ﬁfa@@i ) * Savings and Loans with Free Life Insurance
-:gn“ * Personal Chequing and Business Current Accounts

AN

* Term Deposits at Competitive Rates
BRANCH OFFICES:

[J 444 Concession Street, [J 2438 New Street,
Hamilton, Ontario L9A 1C2 Burlington, Ontario L7R 1J6
Telephone: 388-3280 Telephone: 637-2583

J 659 Main Street E., [0 920 Colborne Street,
Hamilton, Ontario L8M 1J9 Brantford, Ontario N3S 3P4
Telephone: 544-7424 Telephone: (519) 759-1555
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VAN DAM PRODUCE

DIVISION OF 474790 ONTARIO INC.

Season's GJreetings

BURLINGTON
HANK & JOYCE VANDAM & FAMILY

5
e

FREELTON
CHARLIE & WILMA VANDAM & FAMILY

Best Wishes for Christmas
and a
. Happy New Year

John J. Van'’t Land

Painting and Decorator Contractor

590 DYNES ROAD,

BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

PHONE: 637-2056

Bartwoude
Sod Supply
Wishing you
Happy Holiday Season
and a

Progperous New Year

J. VANDERWOUDE

632-3121
BURLINGTON, ONTARIO

Ceason's
Oreetings

S

OHE
Y

e WINDOWS

GERRY JANS

ALUMINUM PRODUCTS

e DOORS e AWNINGS

4187 UPPER MIDDLE RD., BURLINGTON, ONTARIO — 335-3733
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