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Speech given at the Christian Re-
formed Elders Conference in Leth-
bridge, Alberta, October 29, 1982,

125 Years Christian Reformed Church

This year the Christian Reformed
Church remembers that it is 125 vears
ago that she was instituted as such,
albeit under a different name at that
time. At many mestings and in many
magazine articles attention has been
paid to this fact. Ii is also with a view
to this remembrance that | have been
invited to speak to you this evening,
as an “outsider” belonging to a church
‘communion closely related to yours.

The Rev. Jelle Tuininga, who put
it this way in the convocation letter
for this Elders Conference, gave as
reason that it is good to know how
such an “outsider” looks at the Chris-
tian Reformed Church, but he espe-
cially based this invitation on this:
that “we must be interested in pro-
moting good, Biblical ecumenicity
{the ‘unity of the true faith,’ L.D. 21).”

{ am very happy about this rea-
son for the invitation to speak to you,
a reason which at the same time brings
along a great responsibility for me,
namely, that what | am going to say to
you must indeed promote that good,
Biblical ecumenicity which is meant
by the Catechism in Lord’s Day 21
when it characterizes the gathering,
defending, and preserving of the
Church by the Son of God as taking
place, by His Spirit and Word, in the
unity of the true faith.

When an anniversary is ceigbrat-
ed, it is customary that congratula-
tions are conveyed. Often these con-
gratulations are sincere, bul some-
times they are only a formality. it hap-
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pens that people attend a reception
and utter some congratulations, but
that what they really come for is a
nice party and the goodies which
come with it. It also does happen that
some relative is invited and indeed at-
tends and extends his congratula-
tions, in spite of the fact that there
are tensions, difficulties, ves, even a
conflict between him and the person
or persons who are celebrating the
anniversary. They act as if nothing
has happened between them, bacause,
well, you don’t want to spoil the party,
do vou? But the day after the congratu-
lations have been extended they go on
like before, living as enemies of each
other, or anyway each going his own
way again without speaking to and lis-
tening to each other.

The Early Years of the
Christian Reformed Church

" The Christian Reformed Church is
to be congratulated on her 125-year ex-
istence, in as far as her existence dur
ing these past 125 years is character-
ized by that good, Biblical ecumenicity
of which we make confession in Lord’s
Day 21. Did you know that it took a con-
siderable number of vears before the
Reformed Churches in The Nether
lands {the churches of the Secession of
1834) were willing to accept the Chris-
tian Reformed Church in America as
sister churches? Several letters sent by
the Christian Reformed Church to Syn-
ods in Holland were simply recelved
and filed. When the Christian Reformed
Church sent an official delegation to
the Dutch Synod of Groningen in 1872
{15 vears after its beginnings), this dele-
gation was not recsived with open
arms. After ample discussion this Syn-

od decided “that it was obligated {o re-
ceive the delegates from America, with-.
out wishing to be deemed thereby io
pass judgment on the ecclesiastical
guestions in America or to decide upon
the objections, stated in the creden-
tials submitted fo Synod.” Did you
know that members of the Dutch
churches who emigrated to America re-
ceived attestations directed to the Re-
formed Church of America, because
the Dutch churches were not at all con-
vinced that the Christian Reformed
Church had rightly separated and
started her own existence? Apparently
the Churches in Holland were not ready
in 1872 simply to congratulate the
Christian Reformed Church on her 15th
anniversary. (The historical data are
taken from inheritance Preserved by
W.W.J. VanOene, Premier Printing Ltd,,
1975, p. 51)

In the eighties of the previous ce.
tury a change came about. On the one
hand, the churches in The Netheriands
became more aware of and agreed with
the objections of the Christian Re-
formed Church against the Reformed
Church of America, and, on the other
hand, they recognized in the Christian
Reformed Church a church which in-
deed let itself be gathered by the Son of
God, by his Word and Spirit, in the unity
of the true faith. The Christian Re
formed Church, in her desire to pro-
mote good, Biblical ecumenicity, insist-
ed on an official relationship of corres-
pondence with her Duich sister church-
es, with rules containing the promise
that the corresponding churches shall
“take heed mutually lest there be de-
viation from the Reformed principles
in doctrine, worship, or discipline.”

The thought underlying this



strict rule on which the Christian Re-
formed Church insisted was her con-
fession in Lord's Day 21 about the
gathering of the Church by Jesus
Christ in the unity of the true faith.
The Christian Reformed Church un-
derstood very well that the church is
Reformed in order to be Christian,
and that it is not sufficient to call a
church Reformed, but that a Reformed
Church must alwavs keep being re-
tormed. Ecclesia reformata semper
reformanda. ,

Also for the Church, Self-examination
is Necessary

it is in this respect that also the
church is called to examine herself.
She must examine whether indeed
she remains a Reformed Church,
gathering and being gatherad in the
unity of the true faith. Especially on
the occasion of a 125th anniversary
there is reason for such self-examina-
tion, and it is with a view fo this self-
examination thal you invited me 1o
give my view of the Christian Reformed
Church, or rather, as you have formu-
lated it, a Canadian Reformed view.

The question could be asked:
Why me? Why a Canadian Reformed
view? The Canadian Reformed people
are, | suppose, Known among you as
quite critical peopls, and one could
say that they themselves need 1o en-
gage in self-examination, if only for
the reason of their always being so
critical. Well, let me tell vou, we don't
right now have a special anniversary
as an occasion for that, but there is
an anniversary which we both are used
to celebrating: Reformation Day; and
if there is one day which gives reason
for self-examination to churches
which are called Reformed, then it is
that day; and | will certainly for my
pari let the call for seif-examination

e heard in the Canadian Reformed.

Church where | am called to preach
this Sunday. And if | am going to be
critical of the Christian Reformed
Church, then vou should know and re-
member, in the first place, that this
does not mean that with the Canadi-
an Reformed Churches all is fine and
that they may boast of themselves,
and in the second place, you should
not forget that you did invite me with
the purpose of hearing the Canadian
Reformed view.

The Purpose and use of Church Polity

A) Article of Rev. H.J. Bout in
Calvinist Contact of October 15, 1982
! would iike to start out with

something which happened in this
anniversary vear. A waek ago | re-
ceived the October 15 issue of Calvin-
ist Contact, in which | read an article
under the heading, “Reversnd Harry
Bout deposed by Classis.” When a
Reformed person who has experl
enced the conflict in the Reformed
Churches in The Netheriands in 1944
reads such a heading, he rightaway
remembers the great number of min-
isters and elders that were deposed
from their offices by Classes, in di-
rect contrast to the Reformed princi-
ples of discipline, and he wonders.

Now it might very well be that
this heading was incorrect, because
in the article the minutes of that
Classis are guoted as saying, “Clas-
sis ... decides to dismiss Rev. Many
J. Bout as minister . .. and considers
his siatus as that of one deposed
from office,” naming as ground 1: "He
has abandoned his office by resign-
ing his membership in the Christian
Reformed Church.” Still one wonders
how a Christian Reformed journalist
can speak so easily about deposition
by Classis. Is it because such an ac-
tion is considered normal, because if
has happened more than once be-
fore?

if the grounds adduced for the
Classis’ decision are correct, then in-
deed this minister acted disorderly,
and it could be said on the basis of
the Church Order that his status must
be considerad as that of one deposed

from office. But the question arises, |

of course: Why did this minister act
disorderly, and also, what is the pur
pose of church polity? As to the pur
pose of church polity, we confess in
Art. 30 of the Belgic Confession that
the Church must be governed by that
spiritual polity which our Lord has
taught us in His Word, namely, that
there must be ministers, elders, and
deacons, and that {and now | guote}
“by these means the true religion
may be preserved, and the true doc-
tring  everywhere propagated, like-
wise transgressors punished and re-
stralned by spiritual means.” And in
Art. 32 we confess that in church gov-
ernment “we admit only of that which
tends to nourish and preserve con-
cord and unity, and to keep all men in
chedience to God.”

in short, the purpose of church
polity is not simply to keep order, but
to serve the preaching of the Gospel
of reconciliation by the blood of
Christ, the preservation of the true re-
ligion, the propagation of the true

doctrine, Now it appesrs that the
deeper cause of Rev. Boul's disorder-
Iy conduct was the rejection by the
consistory of his motion 1o saparate
from all the sinful decisions of the
Synod of the Christian Reformed
Church. | dor’t know whether this is
the literal text of his motion (there
were no quotation-marks);, but the
same page of Calvinist Contact con-
tains an (abridged) article of this min-
ister which makes it quite clear that
he is concerned about the spiritual
welfare of the people in the Christian
Reformed Church, and that he wanted
to be faithful to his promises in the
form of subscription.

| mention a few of his concerns.
Synod has told our people to redeem
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the area of dance for Christ; the au-
thority of the Scriptures has been
cast into doubt (e.g. the creation ac-
count in Genesis, the earthquake in
Matt. 28); there is no clarity any long-
er concerning the decree of reproba-
tion, limited atonement, the place of
women in the church, the headship of
man, capital punishment, Christian
lifestyle. He feels that the foundation
of our faith is being changed. He men-
tions the shift in thinking that has
taken place in the Reformed Church-
es In The Netherlands (Syn.), and the
connection between these churches
and the Christian Reformed Church.
He does not say that the Christian Re-
formed Church has adopted the same
wrong decisions as the Reformed
Churches in The Netheriands (Syn.),
but that she has not dealt with those
who hold similar views. He summar-
izes his concerns by saying that we
have been standing by while the chil-
dren of the church are eaten up by
modern theology.

Now | am not saying that | agree
with ali the criticisms voiced here, al-
though some of them are ceriainly
shared by me and the Canadian Re-
formed Churches; but what struck me
is that the Consistory did not reject
his motion because his criticism of
the Christian Reformed Church was
considered to be untrue or incorrect,
but because “acceptance of this mo-
tion would place our congregation in
a very exceptional position with the
Christian Reformed Church.”

Of course this would have been
the consequence of acceptance of
this motion, but can and may this
ever be the ground for rejection of a
motion of this nature? In the first
place, the Church Order, in Art. 28-31,
allows such an exceptional position.
And in the second place, the purpose
of taking such an exceptional posi-
tion, of course, not only honours the
responsibility which a minister and a
consistory have for their own congre-
gation, but also helps the Christian
Reformed Church as a whole to come
back from a direction which, accord-
ing to them, is not in agreement with
the Word of God.

| do not condone this minister's
reaction of resigning his member-
ship, but | can understand his frustra-
tion; just as | do not condone the ac-
tion of Rev. Hendrik De Cock in 1834
who baptized children from other con-
gregations, and yet | can understand
it. Now Rev. De Cock was suspended
and deposed from his office for disor-
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derly conduct, but the real cause was
nicely evaded. Similar things were ex-
perienced in The Netherlands in 1944,
and here a minister in the Christian
Reformed Church seems to be up
against it again.

{ say, “seems to be up against it
gain,” and | use the word “seems”
ecause all | know about this is from

what | read about It in Calvinist Con-
tact. Now vou might ask, “But why
then do you deal with this?” Well, in
the first place, because from this min-
ister’s article it appears that also he
cannot simply congratulate the Chris-
tian Reformed Church on her 125th
anniversary, but has strong ressrva-
tions about the unity of faith in the
Christian Reformed Church; in the
second place, because of several
similarities between his criticisms
and those living in Canadian Re-
formed circles; and, in the third place,
because, even if what Calvinist Con-
tact reported in this particular case
might need correction, a use of church
polity similar to what is reported here
has been employed in other cases.

B) The “Verhey Case”

As to similar uses of church poli-
ty, | first refer to the so-called “Verhey
case.” it is clear that when Biblical
hermeneutical principles are fol-
lowed one must conclude from Gene-
sis 3 and from Matthew 28 that the
serpent spoke to Eve and that an
earthquake shook the earth. Accep-
tance of Dr. Verhey’'s “exegesis”
means acceptance of a “new theolo-
gy” with “new hermeneutics” which
are at loggerheads with the Reformed
principles of docirine which the
Christian Reformed Church is bound
to uphold. Howsever, when objections
were brought forward at Synod
against his admission into the minis-
try, a judgment was evaded on church-
political grounds. His “exegesis”
may not have been officially accept-
ed, but the minister who teaches it
has been accepted in spite of legiti-
mate objections. Church polity was
not used in agreement with Art. 30
and 32. of the Belgic Confession, but
only for the protection of this minis-
ter. How frustrating for those who
want to make sure that the unity of
the true faith is maintained.

C} Experiences of the Liberated and
Canadian Reformed Churches

it is this same frustrating use of
church polity which the Canadian Re-
formed Churches have met in their

contact with the Christian Reformed
Church, yes, by which they learned to
know the Christian Reformed Church
in the first place. It started in 19456
when the Christian Reformed Church
was informed that the larger part of
the Reformed Churches in The Neth-
eriands had deviated from the Re-
formed principles in doctrine, wor-
ship, and discipline. This information
was simply ignored, and is still being
ignored in practice until this very day.
In conflict with the accepted rule,
Synods from the very beginning untii
today have refused to deal with the
cause of the schism in The Nether-
lands — matters of doctrine and Re-
formed church polity — while at the
same time accepting the majority and
denouncing the minority. If the Chris-
tian Reformed Church would have in-
vestigated the issues, it would have
been able to find out that the doctrine
about the Covenant and Baptism as
understood by the Christian Re-
formed Church itself had been con-
demned by the (8yn.) Reformed
Churches in The Netherlands, and
still was to be found in the (Lib.) Re-
formed Churches. The result of con-
tact mestings between the Christian
Reformed Church and the Canadian
Reformed Churches was therefore —
it had to be — that we are one in doc-
trine as officially confessed by both
churches.

if the Christian Reformed Church
would have shown herselfto bea con-
tinually reforming church, there
would have been noreason for the in-
stitution of the Canadian Reformed
Churches, and, by the grace of God,
the Christian Reformed Church could
have been instrumental in calling the
{8yn.) Reformed Churches back from
the course it had taken and which has
led to the deplorable state in which
they find themselives today.

But the trouble is the way in
which church polity was used and is
still being used. | am afraid that it is
not being used for keeping together
what belongs together, but, on the
contrary, for keeping together what
should be separated. I think of the ad-
mission which can beread in the Acts
of Synod 1973 (Art. 53): “The Inter-
Church Relations Commitiee recog-
nizes that, given our present defini-
tion [the rule for church correspon-
dence as quoted above, DJ], it is like-
ly that the demands of integrity will
compel us to discontinue ocur sister
church relationship with the Gerefor-
meerde Kerken. Your advisory com-



mittee concurs in this.” Then what
did Synod do? It did what had been
shown to be in conflict with the de-
mands of integrity, and yet was pro-
posed by them: it changed the rules.
it gave in to the demands of modern
situation ethics instead of to the de-
mands of integrity, and the whole is-
sue was evaded again. No wonder,
then, that, after the Christian Re-
formed Synod also discontinued its
Committee for Contact with the Ca-
nadian Reformed Churches, the Ca-
nadian Reformed Churches, being
frustrated, decided to do the same at
their Synod one year later. No wonder
that not only among many members
of the Christian Reformed Church it-
self, but also with the Canadian Re-
formed people there is a feeling that
there is simply no way of getting
through the planning and organiza-
tion, and seeing those issues which
are most important for a church of
Christ dealt with by the Christian Re-
formed Church. .

The Canadian Reformed Synod of
1974 decided to send a second ap-
peal to the Christian Reformed Synod
and all the Consistories. Alas, the
way in which it was addressed was
not as it should have been, and | per-
sonally have complained about that
at the next Synod (Coaldale 1977),
and for my part | also apologize for
that here to you; but that cannot and
should not be the reason why no re-
sponse has been given to this appeal,
neither by Synod, nor (as far as |
know) by any Consistory.

Yet, the (Lib.) Reformed Churches
desired to continue the sister church
relationship, and the first immigrants
who came from them did join or de-
sired to join the Christian Reformed
Church. The reason for this was that
they saw themselves as well as the
Christian Reformed Church as the
same people who had lived in that rela-
tionship before the war made all con-
tact impossible. In other words, it
was not the (Lib.) Reformed Churches
and their members who brought
about a separation and, in words
and/or deeds, denied the unity of the
true faith which we confess to be the
way in which Christ gathers His
Church, but it was the Christian Re-
formed Church which did.

And also later in Canada, it was
not the Christian Reformed Church,
but the Canadian Reformed Churches
who took the initiative in contacting
the Christian Reformed Church in at-

REFORMATION

The following is the brief address
which the Rev. P. Kingma gave at the
opening of the Regional Synod of On-
tario of November 10, 1982 at Lincoln,
Ontario.

Reformation of the Church is return
to the Word of God (the old truth)

The Word of God brings together
all sorts of people, not as a group or
party, but as the Church of Christ
which returned to the Lord in those
things wherein apostasy is manifest.
A reformational movement presup-
poses that the Church has declined.
It is a movement against symptoms

of decline. It tries to point out from -

the Word of God that these symptoms
make the Church stray from the truth.
If the Church officially heeds these
warnings the Church stands correct-
ed. But usually there is growing oppo-
sition against such a movement,
which is either silenced or, if kept up,
leads to reformation of the Church.

A reformational movement loses
its strength to reform the Church
when it degenerates into a congenial
party-spirit of like-minded people
within the Church, a fellowship within
the communion of saints, an estab-
lished wing of the Church. It shouid
neither acquiesce in recognition as
such by official decisions of Synods.
Polarization is a finishing stroke to
reformation of the Church. A “frozen”
position has a paralyzing effect in
generations. Symptomatic decline of-
ficially accepted by the Church
makes it apostate. The ecclesiastical
way to follow is then to send in docu-
mented appeals to responsible eccle-
siastical assemblies. That is the legal
road for a legitimate action within the
Church. If these appeals are rejected,
and the issues of decline are touch-
ing the very foundation of the Church,
the reformational movement has
come to the end of the road.

The next act of obedience is ref-
ormation itself by moving out of the
apostate Church and calling the
others to move out. Reformation is re-
turn to the Word of God, and the peo-
ple who do return are again built upon
the only foundation of the Church. A
reformational movement which stays

within the apostate Church has part
in her sins, acts against the ordinance
of God (Belgic Confession, Art. 28),
and has lost its reformational charac-

“ter despite its protests and actions

against the apostasy of the Church.
Office-bearers delaying the very act
of reformation till they be deposed of
office or excommunicated by their
Church, which in their own judgment
has become apostate, exempt from
their office the duty to lead the flock
to reformation. The command of the
great Shepherd: “Feed My sheep,”
must give such a deep sense of re-
sponsibility for their flock that they at
no time nor under any circumstance
permit the Church to prevent them
either partly or fully from faithfully
discharging all the duties of their of-
fice. Christ caused His apostles to
continue to preach in His Name by
His Holy Spirit against the expressive
prohibition of church leaders (Acts 4).
Accountability to Christ should out-
weigh fear for men or love for an
apostate Church.

Reformation is not withdrawal
from the Church but maintaining the
unity of the Church and separating
from all those who do not belong to
the Church. It is joining oneself to
this congregation, wherever God has
established it, even though the
magistrates and edicts of princes were
against it, yea, though death or any
corporal punishment should be in-
volved (Belgic Confession, Art. 28).
“Therefore all those who separate
themselves from the same or do not
join themselves to it act contrary to
the ordinance of God.”

This kind of reformation Christ
has used to gather, defend, and pre-
serve a Church to Himself to the pres-
ent time. They were His deeds and ac-
tions, shown in history by making be-
lievers return to the Word of God and
to the true confession of it. Faithful
remembrance and confession of
these deeds and actions of Christ
unites believers in the true faith as
His Church, gathered, defended, and
preserved by His Spirit and Word.

P. KINGMA
Grand Rapids




tempis to solve the problems and re-
store the unity of the true faith. As for
my own role in this, as soon as | ar-
rived in Canada at the end of 1963
(our first Appeal had just been sent
out then), | was instrumental by the
grace of God in bringing the Consis-
tories of the two Christian Reformed
Churches and of the Canadian Re-
formed Church in Brampton (Ont.) to-
gether in several combined meetings
which were very brotherly, joyful, en-
couraging, and fruitful. The result
was that from both sides we also
worked at our respective General Syn-
- od levels for the removal of obstacles
and the appointment of Contact Com-
mittees. Also the work of these Com-
mitiees was brotherly and fruitful in
the beginning, but, alas, it came to an
inglorious end due to the lack of in-
tegrity about which | was forced to

speak earlier.
D. DEJONG

To be continued.
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FROM THE SCRIPTURES

“ ..and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.” Exodus 19:46

On Eagles’ Wings

The beginning of a new year in a world of growing un-
certainiy leads one to consider the words of the LORD to His
people lsrael as He makes a new beginning with them at
Mount Sinai. In forming them info a kingdom of priests, a
people with their own national status, the LORD also outlines
how much He had done for them. Using the image of a flying
eagle, He relates how He bore them up on His wings, and
nourished and protected them as His own special treasure,
v. 5. It is a remarkable image, reflecting both the unfailing
power and strength of the LORD and His deep love and affec-
tion for His people. Moses recalls the same image in his part-
ing song addressed to lsrael as a memorial testimony: “‘Like
an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young,
spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its
pinions, the LORD alone did lead him. and there was no for-
eign god with him, Deut. 32:11, 12.

Two distinct elements are immediately discernable in
this one great saving work of the LORD: He delivers His peo-
ple and He brings them to Himself. The LORD’s people were
not delivered in order to be left on their own and fend for
themselves. They were delivered so that they might serve the
LORD and be a special people for Him throughout their gen-
erations. Thus, the renewal of the covenant at Sinai forms a
very important revelation of the LORD. Having delivered His
people, He now gives His laws, the ten words and the ensuing
commandments, in order to keep His people in the place
where He has brought them. He had borne them on eagles’
wings; now He gives directions to hold them there, so that
they might freely live and work under His daily care and pro-
fection. ,

However, later sacred history records how the peo-
ple of the LORD soon forgot what He had done for them.
They exchanged the revelation of the roadmap of protection,
the saving Law, for the service of idols, which, as Moses had
previously warned (Ex. 34:12), became a snare fo them and
brought them into the bondage of sin and death again. So the
law which was meant to give them life only meant death and
destruction for them,

Yet the LORD did not forget His people, and that is also
what gives this image so much more depth and meaning to-
day. lsrael proved faithless, but the LORD manifested Himself
all the more faithful; He is the unfailing covenant God. For just
at that point when lsrael’s universal guilt against the law was
clearly manifested to the world, the LORD gave His people a
Saviour, born out of the Jews, who read the law of Sinai, and
who also kept it perfectly, without failing on one letter. One of
lsrael’s sons who was also, more especially, the very Son of
God, Jesus Christ, came into the world, and so {ully endorsed

the wonderful roadmap of Sinai by which we are brought to
the Father.

So the image of the eagle finds its fulfilment in Christ
and His work. By His death and resurrection He has delivered
us from the bondage of sin, borne us up on eagles’ wings, and
brought us to the Father. Christ does what the Law could not
do: He effectively deals with sin, removing its source and
strength in the world. In Christ, Israel finds her first Son that
perfectly answers the call of Sinal, word for word, letier for let-
ter. Thus He becomes the Mediator who bears us up and brings
us to God.

Hence the words speak with greater force to us, today —
believers who through Christ have been brought to the Father,
The roadmap of Sinai is now sealed with the blood and Spirit
of Christ, The way that lsrael was formerly unable to walk has
been made an open road for us, We are able fo begin walking
on it today, through the Spirit of Christ given fo us. Because of
Christ’s Amen to the call of Sinai at Golgotha, a new and liv-
ing way has been opened for us. We may enter every new year
with the power of the Spirit, with the lifting, guiding, and lead-
ing hand of the LORD.

So the Church of Christ has a greater gift today, with the
revelation of God’s mercy and justice at Golgotha. We have
the Law, the Testimony, but also the Lord, who fully endorsed
it, cancelling the penalty for those who believe and opening
the door for them to walk according to God’s commandments
in newness of life. We have the Word and the Spirit, the Law
and the Spirit, who quickens our understanding fo read and
hear it as it must be heard, Il Cor. 3. That is what makes us so
much richer than God’s people in the old covenant. Truly, we

* have been borne on eagles’ wings.

It is not surprising, then, fo discover how in the Revela-
tion to John, the apostle sees that the woman pursued by the
dragon was given two wings of a great eagle, . . . that she
might fly from the serpent inio the wilderness . . .,” Rev.
12:14. Yes, we have two wings, the Testimony and its en-
dorsement at Golgotha, the standard of truth and the cross to
lead us to it, the Word and the Spirit, the Way of Glory and the
Lord of Glory. In Christ, the Lord has brought us to Himself,
1 Cor. 3:18.

Thus, in the twilight of the age, we have great comfort,
Through all turmoil, we know that we are on a steady course.
We soar on eagles’ wings, finding safe shelter under the
refuge of His wings. He takes us through the years, and, taken
up by Him, we know that we will be cared for. With His Word
and Spirit to guide us, we will surely arrive and see His glory.

J. DEJONG
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BERG EN DaL

The riddle around a more than
two meters high statue of Christ,
which disappearsd last year without
a tracs, has besn soived. Nuns who
maoved from Yenlo to Berg en Dal ag
mitted that they buried the Christ
gtaiue ong-and-a-half years ago.

As they are under the special
protsction of Mary, they were of the
opinion that the image of Christ had
to glve up s place for one of Mary.
When the status was hanging in the
cablas, It appearsd too heavy, andihe
cables snapped. The nuns did not
know what to do with it, and therefore
gecided o bury it (DRG)

Christ has o yield to Mary.
i is only the story of an imags.
it is, nevertheless, characteristic
for the whole Romish line of thought.
Pope John Paul 1 ig one of the lead-
ars iy this fleld.
Sad, extremely sad, but true.

Y
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SAD PAULD (ANP)

A ludge in the Brazilian state of
Bahia provided a unique senfance by
cominuting 8 seven-months prison
senignce in the obligation {0 atlend
mass for two years,

The man sentenced 1o this is the
mayor of the town of Moo do Cha-
pal who, thres vears ago, bit a pa-
desirian with his car. Azgording o
the ludgs, the charastsr of the mayor
ang the antecedents raiss fears for
repetition,

Taking the funclion of the ac-
cused into account, the judge did not
impose a prison Senisncs upon the
mayor, Instead of that, the iatler has
to attend mass once & week for the
nexi two vears; he has to present o
the judge gvery time & certificate of

B

gond bekaviour, signed by the priest
Jose Soarss,
The mayoy refuses 1o accept the

i
if nocessary, (o submit o the Impris-
OF i, for the priest Jose Soarss is
his poiiticsl arch-enemy in Moo do
Chapau. (NI

w* K F
MINHEAPOLIS (HNG

A recerdt statement by the Minns
sots Councll of Churches supporting
homosexusls hasg drawn fireg from 18
conservative evangslical Lutheran
pastors,

The Rev, David Barmnhart, pastor
of Trinity Lutheran Church of Minne
naha Falis, sald the stalemeni vio-
lates svervibing he undsrstands the
Bible to say aboul homosaxuaiily, Fit
twen other pastors, all mesting for
their waekly fellowship at the Luiher-
an Church of the Master in suburban

Brookivn Center, Indicslsd thsy
agreed with him.
“There is a definlle, organized

movement hers” pastor Barnhae!
said, "And it has an agenda. i in-
cludes the ordination of homosexuals
into the ministry, And b would involve
marriage of persons of the same gan-
der”

Such strong emotional reaction
10 the councl! stalement is typical of
the targely negative responss that the
Ray. Witlis Merriman, axecutive direo-
tor of the councll, has recelved since
it urged congragations 1o accept and
welgome homosexuals into thair fold
and 10 fight for legisiation prolacting
their righis.

The Lutheran pasiors said that
while they will accept anvone into
their churches, they would reguirs
gays to first “repent of thelr sing”
masning they could not be practising
homosexyais, (CH)

® ok
LINOOLN, NEB. (AP}
The Mebraska Supremne Court has rg
iscted an appsal from a fundamental
ist minister who was sentenced 1o jail
or coniinuing o operate a church
aschool in violation of stals law.

The Raversnd Everell Siieven
must serve the rest of a fourmonth

4%

.

ity s

Falth Baptist Church School in Louis-
vitle, the court ruled.

“We have already found ihat
Sileven and the Falth Baptist Churgh
do not have a First Amendment right
to ignore the state's school laws”
the Nebraska court said. (ON)

L

THE DECEMBER, 1882, CHARISMA re-

ports that “"The Kathiyn Kuhlman
Foundation of Pitisburgh, Penneylve
nig, officially closed its doors egrly
last summer. The 35year old organk
zation sent s colisction of Kathryn
Kuhlmean’s records, tapes, audio visu-
als, fims, and photograghs to the Billy
Graham Center at Wheaiton College
I Wheaton, Hingis, whers the oolles-
tion witl be part of the archives avall
abla 10 the public”

“Miss” Kublman was g leading
fongues speaking healer. She was
held in high regard by charismeatics
throughout the world and was aven
praized by the Pope. Many of her
“nealings” were sxposed a5 frauds
by a doctor who at ong time was
among her supporiers. “Miss” Kohi
man, who divorced har husband with-
out any soriptural reason, did not ac-
cept what the Bible says asbowt mar
riage and women preachers, She was
another ona of the phony religious
leaders guiiible and emotional charis-
matics approved, (ON)

E

MOSCOW, USSR

Any Wasterner touring tha Soviet
Union with the assistance of an In-
tourist guids will ses a large number
of HRussian churches. Within ihe
Kramiin walls, the main lourist attrac-
tion remaing the private churches and
chapelis of ths czars.

The skylines are dolied with
crosses and church stesples. In a so-
clety committed to atheism this, at
firsi, seems somewhat of an anach-
roniam. When one investigates a
bit further, however, i becomes claar
that these bulldings are simbly rem-
nanis of the Russian past and are not
lving religious institutions. They
have been transformad inlo mussums
and hisicrical curiosities, 81, Basli's,
located 2t Reo Sguare, is now a Mu-
seum of Atheiam,

i you ask Soviet officiaiz whath-
er or not religious freedom exisls in
the country, thoy uniformly reply that
it does. Thay poin out that the Soviet
constitution guarantess such fres
gom.

Dr. Tanored Golenposky, 2 com-
merdaior for Radio Moscow, was ask-
ad about the status of religion in the
Soviet Urdon. His raply: “0OF course
thare 13 religious freedom. Billy Gra-
ham visited Moscow and preached in
the Baptist Church., He did not find
any lack of religicus freedom.”

Golenposky's responss g, of
course, completely inarror in faci, re-
liginus parsecution is alive and wall
incihe Soviet Union for all of those be-

Continved on page 14
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8By Rev. W.W.J. VanQene

The men who formed that first synod of The
Netherlands Reformed Church regarded men more
than God and His Word. In flattering language they
stated that “Synod trusts that in all humility it has
given convincing proofs of its great respect for the
honoured State Commission, a respect which has
caused it to refrain from even daring to contest a sin-
gle addition to the Regulation.” When the highest ec-
clesiastical assembly thus appears to be out to
please man more than God, not much good can be
expected for the maintenance of the purity of doc-
trine.

in 1817, Synod issued varicus ordinances con-
cerning public worship. One of the provisions was
that members of other Protestant denominations
might be admitted to the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper if they were of irreproachable conduct.

In 1819 Synod forbade private baptism. it recom-
mended ecclesiastical confirmation of marriages
and introduced the commemoration of the Reforma-
tion, especially when the 31st of October was on a
Sunday. It is a common occurrence that man be-
comes more religious when he departs from the
Truth of God’s Word, from the Scriptural doctrine as
it has been summarized by the Church in her confes-
sions, and when he puts man and his religious feel-
ings in the center.

Synod’s concern was not at all directed towards
“maintaining the doctrine of the Reformed Church.”
This became evident in the change which was made
in the so-called Proponent Formula. Ministers have
to sign a Subscription Form which, in its present
form, dates back to the Synod of Dordrecht
1618-1619. Aiready before that Synod there were sev-
eral such forms in use, but after 1619 one Form was
used in all Churches and classes. Article 53 of our
present Church Order provides that ministers shall
subscribe to the Confessions of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches. However, a simple declaration that
one agrees with the doctrine of the Church is not suf-
ficient. One can change one's conviction, can he
not? One may agree with a certain doctrine today
and disagree with it tomorrow because one has come
to the conclusion that what one previously believed
is not correct. Thus the Churches need more guaran-
tees than a simple declaration of agreement on a cer-
tain date.

Even that guarantee was removed in a subtle
manner. Since 1619 ministers and proponents had
been declaring that they believed from the heart that
all articles and parts of the doctrine contained in the
confessional forms of the Reformed Churches
“agree in all things with the Word of God.” That is a
clear statement, not liable to be misunderstood or
misinterpreted. Synod 1816 changed the Subscrip-
tion Form. It drew up a new form (approved by the
king) in which the above passage was changed in

this manner that signatories declared that they ac-
cepied in good faith and wholeheartedly believed
“the doctrine which according to God's Holy Word is
contained in the adopted Forms of Unity of The Neth-
erlands Reformed Church.”

A subtle change indeed. Here the guia (because)
was replaced by the guatenus (insofar as). A minister
or proponent could deviate from the doctrine of the
Church as much as he wished without coming into
conflict with his subscription to the Form, for he
could always state that a certain point of doctrine
was not “according to God’s Holy Word.” Had he not
declared by his subscription that he believed {only)
that doctrine which is “according to God's Holy
Word”?

There was another subtle change in the formula-
tion. That change can be noticed in the word “adopt-
ed.” There was, namely, the mistaken notion that the
Canons of Dort had never been officially adopted by
the Churches, Thus the Canons of Dort were surrep-
titiously dropped from the official doctrine of the
Church. No wonder thal Hendrik de Cock had never
read those Canons as a student or even during the
first vears of his ministry.

Many requests came in at the 8ynod to restore
the old Subscription Form, but they all fell on deaf
ears. Synod did not consider itself competent to give
a further explanation of the Form, the reply was.
Finally, when Synod in 1841 had to reply to an ad-
dress by almost nine thousand members, it replied,
“If belongs to the relative imperfection of the present
Form that it does not — as the previous Form did —
require of the persons subscribing to it agreement
with all the articles and parts of the doctrine found in
the symbolic books as being in every respect in ac-
cordance with God's Word, so that it would border
upon unfaithfulness to differ from those writings
where their fallible authors were mistaken, where
their thinking was less clear, or where they ex-
pressed themselves less fortunately.”

Clear? There was complete freedom of doctrine,
and many ministers made the most of it. Where there
is freedom of doctrine, those who propagate the pure
doctrine are maligned and persecuted. This, too, was
seen soon enough.

In 1855 the formulation became even more su-
perficial, when the wording was changed into the
declaration “that we are prepared and willing faith-
fully to maintain the spirit and essentials of the doc-
trine contained in the accepted forms of unity of The
Netherlands Reformed Church.” And in 1883 all re-
straint was abandoned when the only thing that was
asked was that ministers promised 1o promote “the
interests of the kingdom of God and sspecially those
of The Netherlands Reformed Church.”

Let us pay attention to one more point before
proceeding. The Churches kept a free hand in the ad-
ministration of the ecclesiastical possessions and
assets. That lasted until 1819, when the king appro-
priated that right and put it into the hands of a “Gen-
eral Cotlege of Supervision,” which was 1o have the
oversight of the administration and management by




the local churchwardens or board of management.
One Church was exempied from that, Upon its
request, Amsterdam raceived the free administration
of whatever possessions the Church had. Already in
1810 the Amsterdarmn Congragation had transferred
he management of iis possessions to the Genaral
Consistory. The Consistory, intum, appointed a com-
mittes “for the managemeni of the church bulidings,
goods, funds, and income of the Congregation.” This
commiiise was known as the “Ecclesiastical Com-
mitiss.” We shall hear more about this Commitiss
when we deal with the history of the Amsterdam
Crurch before and during the Doleantie. Bui that is
soma fifty-five years iater.

J4.H., Regenbogen

How was the development and situation in doc-
trinal respect within The Netheriands Reformed
Church? What was the general trend? And did 2l go
along with that trend towards modernism and denial
of the most fundamental truths of the Christian
Chureh?

With regard to the general trend, we can do no
better than io pay some atlention to Professor J.H.
Regenbogen’s ideas, which he propagaied in a skil-
ful manner and by which he influenced his students
in the wrong direction, that is, the direction of ration-
alism.

Regenbogen bescame professor in Franeker In
the yvear 1799, He considered i his duty “to restore
tha Christian Religion to its original purity.” The title
of his inaugural oration already points in thai direc-
tion: “How to watch out carefully for the extremes in-
to which the exposiiors of the Holy books have some-
times fallen.” He was a declared enemy of the con-
fessional forms “which sometimes weres in conflict
with the gospsel” propagating his ideas more and
more unashamediy. He denied the reality of the mir
acles described in Scripture, the depravity of man,
the divinity of Christ, the reconcillation with God. 8in
was no more than impserfection, conversion nothing
but moral improvement. Baptism he cailed merely a
formalily; Christ was only a Teacher of Morals.

Was there no one who spoke up against the
clear violation of promises made when Regenbogen
became a minister and of the cath which he had o
make as a Doctor of Divinity? Yes, there was Profes-
sor LA, Lotze of Franeker and Rev. Joh. van Assen
of Harlingen who opposed Regenbogen, as wel as
Rev. A. Bruining of Pletersbisrum who wrote and
spoke in Regenbogen's line, Bui those who darad 1o
stand up and be counted in defense of the Reformed
doctring and Confession and were so bold as {o call
such deviation by iis real name were a diminishing,
though not disappearing, minority. More and muore,
however, they would be coverad with shame and re-
proach.

Micolaas Schotsman

Take the case of Rev. Nicolaas Schotsman. Since
1793 he had been minisier in Leiden. That lasted un-
tii, after the “velvel revolution” he had 1o make the
oath of allsgiance on the new stalutes. Schotsman

refused and was deposed. Mis wanderings ended in
Sloten (Friesland), where he found shelter, Later he
worked for a while in 8neek but when a generg! am-
nesty was prociaimed in 1801, Schotsman returned
to Leiden. Among the minisiers who sent In objes-
tions 1o the new Reguiation of 1818 we find Schots-
man to0. )

The first centanary of the National Synod of Dor-
drecht 18181818 certainly had not passed by unno-
ticed; it had been celebraisd in a worthy manner. The
second century was full in 1818, but hardly anvyons
paid atlention to it. Nicolaas Schotsman did. He de-
livered two sermons to commemorate that Council,
and had them printed under the title A Monumeni in
Remembrance of the National Synod Heid in Dor
drecht Two hundred Years Ago, Erscted by Nicolaas
Schotsman.

His deed was not received with gratitude and ap-
preciation. Things were going 80 nicely: relations be-
tween the Christians grew more and more close; they
appreciated each other and were at peace. And now
someone was {rying to ruin the whole thing by re-
kindling the fire of the controversies which had dis-
rupied the peace and unity two hundred vears ago!
And that was done by someone who received his sal-
ary out of the public treasuryl Scorn and reproach
was Schotsman's reward from the side of the majori-
ty of the Church members. But simple ones who held
on 1o the old truth read his writings with gratitude.

What was Schotsman’s reaction later? He wrote
that he thanked God because “he was deemed wor-
thy io be scorned for the sake of the truth; vea, he
was even permitted 1o consider those acrimonlious
judgrments as a sealing proof of his faithfulness and
sincerity and to rejoice right heartily in that”

One man was particularily impressed by Schois-
man’s booklel. He was Mr. Willem Bilderdijk, of
whom we shall speak later.

Baing a minister in Lelden, Schotaman was also
the minister of many studentis attending university
theras. Some of them received lessons from him, and
among them we find T.F. de Haan, the eleventh of the
Ssceded minisisrs, docent at the Theologloal Col-
lege in Kampen.

The vear of Schoisman’'s death was 1822,

The Reveil

The Rev. Nicolaas Schotsman was greatly im-
pressad by the Rewell, Although evenis outside of
The Netherlands and the North American continent
are beyond the immediale scope of cur investigs-
tions, we will have 1o pay some stigntion o the Re-
veil because of s influence on the devalopment in
The MNetheriands.

The name "Hevell” speaks for itself: it was a re-
vival, a spiritual awakening, although we shouid noi
identify it with revival movemenis as we know them
from later times. The origin or beginaing of the Ravel
is {0 be sought in Switzeriand. Initlally it had 2 more
pietistic character. For a more precise indication
where the Revell began we have to go to Geneva, the
city of Calvin,

To be continued.




1. Introduction

In modern usage the connotative
meaning of evangelism and home mis-
sion have become synonymous. They
both refer to bringing the gospel mes-
sage to covenant breakers or unbe-
lievers who live in an area where the
Church of Christ has already been in-
stituted. In this article it is suggested
that the confusion of these two ex-
pressions reflect a confusion of the
matter itself. To sort out this confu-
sion, it is necessary to search out the
Scriptural texts which have been
used to speak about this matter and
to learn from the Confessions in which
way the Scriptural teachings have
been maintained during historical
conflicts. in the end the conclusions
must be drawn from the Scriptures
themselves.

2. Meaning of the words

The word “evangelism” is a loan
word from the Greek of the New Tes-
tament. In Greek it is a compound
word consisting of the word aggelia
which means “message,” or its ver
bal form aggelizoo which means “to
give a message,” and an adverbial
prefix eu which means “well.” In
translations the verbal form is usually
rendered as by, “to preach the gospel”
and sometimes as by “to bring glad
tidings.” The noun form is usually
translated by *“gospel” and some-
times by “glad tidings.” The form
which expresses the agent — which
occurs only three times in the New
Testament (Acts 21:8, Eph. 4:11 and
HTim. 4:5) — is quite consistently
translated by “evangslist.”

From this it becomes clear thatl
the word “evangelism” in its nominal
or varbal form refers to preaching and
its content. From the usage of this
word in its various forms in the New
Testament, it is clear that its meaning
is not restricted to the prsaching
which is done among those who live
in an area where the Church has al-

Evangelism or
Home Mission

ready been instituted. In the New Tes-
tament the word “evangel” simply
means “gospel,”” ‘“ifo evangelize”
means “to preach the gospel,” and
“evangelist” refers to one who preach-
es the gospel.!

One thing which is important in
the meaning of the word “evangelism”
and the Greek forms from which it
has been borrowed, is that it refers to
a message. It does not necessarily re-
fer to an eye-witness report. It gener-
ally refers to & message which is
transmitted by a messenger. It is not
the messenger's own word; he speaks
the words of one that sent him.

it is here that the word “mission”
comes to the fore. It is a Latin loan
word which means “to send.” The
word by itself has been used when re-
ferring to how Christ has sent His
apostles to preach the gospel to all
people, beginning at Jerusalem and

from there on to the whole world. The -

word “mission” has been used to ex-
press the continuation of this task by
way of foreign mission. The expres-
sion “home mission” has been intro-
duced fo express the same work
which is done at a different place.
The confusion of the expres-
sions “evangelism” and “home mis-
sion” is in the emphasis. The danger
in using the word “evangelism” is
that it speaks of preaching while the
implied “mission” is forgotten. The
result has often been that evangelism
is left in the hands of those who are
inclined to it. it has left the guestion

of who is responsible for its organiza-

tion: the consistory, a commitiee of
the consistory, a volunteer commitiee
of members of the congregation, or
just individual members on their cwn.
The difficulty with using the ex-
pression “home mission” has been
this question of who is commissioned
for this work and how it is to be dis-
tinguished from foreign mission. This
confusion has been shown by how
some of the very same Scriptural texts
have been used when referring to

home mission, evangelism, and for-
eign mission.

3. Scriptural Texts

it would be impossible to men-
tion all the relevant texis here. The
most relevant and mostoften-referred-
to texts will be mentioned; these
ought to be sufficient to teach us the
direction which the Lord gives us for
this matter.

Matt. 28:19 seems {0 be the text
which is mentioned most. In it the vic-
torious Christ commands the eleven
disciples saying: “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
This command is based upon the vic-
tory of Christ over sin. The result of
Christ’s victory was expressed by the
Lord Himselif in v. 18 when He says,
“All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to Me.” Here Christ
claims the authority to send the apos-
tles to preach the gospel on the ground
of the salvation He has obtained by
His sacrifice. Here, by this command-
ment, as it were, He ordains the first
office-bearers of the New Testament
Church. This text has therefore right-
ly been used to show the unity of
Word and sacrament. It shows us that
the preaching (teaching) office-bearer
should administer the sacramenis
also.

Furthermore, we notice that the
command which Christ gives here
shows no distinction between home
and foreign mission. The apostles
whom the Lord has prepared for this
mandate must teach "all nations.”
This mandate is perhaps expressed
in a clearer way in Mark 16:15, where
the Lord Jesus says to His disciples,
“Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to the whole creation.,” This
mandate includes the lost sheep of
lsrael as well as the Gentiles. The
Lord informs the men of Emmaus in
Luke 24:47, . . . that repentance and

Continued on page 15.
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it is only proper that the first news medley of the vear
of our Lord 1983 starts with greetings and good wishes.
Therein | not only respond to some of our faithful “bulie-
tin-mailers” who added some handwritien notes to the of-
ficial information, conveying to us their best wishes for
the new year, To them and to all our readers | send in this
way my best wishes for the new year. May the LORD our
God continue 1o be merciful and gracious o us, and use
us all as good instrumentis in His hand to promote the
coming of His kingdom and the furtherance of progress
towards His day.

At the same time | express the wish that our coopera-
tion and mutual endeavours may continue to the praise
of His glory

There is much to be thankful for aiready at the begin-
ning of the new year. This thankfulness will be found es-
pecially with two couples whom we wish to mention this
time and with their children and grandchildren or even
great-grandchiidren.

Foliowing the dates, we first mention brother and
sister M. Onderwater of Abbotsford. On January 18 they
will celebrate their fifty-fifth wedding anniversary, the
Lord willing. Yes, we have to add the words “the Lord will-
ing,” for although something can happen at any ags,
when one is around eighty vears of age one has to count
with it even more. Brother and sister Onderwater both are
not yet eighty, but they, too, have experienced that health
is not always there in such a measure as we would like to
possess it. | am certain that they will receive many con-
gratulations on their anniversary date and we wish to add
ours as well. We do not know how long the Lord will still
leave them together, but are certain that they receive
every day as a beautiful gift out of the hands of our Fa-
ther.

The day after thai, brother and sister H. Oosterveld
will celebrate their fiftieth wedding anniversary. They live
in Burlington, and are siill enjoying good health. Brother
Qosterveid still faithfully takes care of the taping of the
services, as he has been doing for many years. | can as-
sure you that the picture which wili appear in this same
issue of Clarion is a very recent one and one that shows
reality. You can see for yourseives. To them, their children
and grandchildren we also offer our congratuiations. |
cannot tell something new about them and, besides, |
don’t think that too much personal information would be
appreciated by our readers.

We shouid also mention here that the Rev. and Mrs.
L. Moes were married for thirty-five years in the beginning
of Movember. Sister Moes has been confined to bed for
many years and it is a miracle that the Lord left them to-
gether for so long. Their ways are not easy and have not
been easy for quite a few years, but we know that their
trust is in the Lord and that their outiocok is — together
with all the saints — the new heaven and the new earth.
Our brother also remembered that he has been a minister
of the Gospel for 35 years. Although he retired some years
ago, | think that Rev. Moes is stili conducting services in
our Netherlands sister Churches. When he visiis here, |
do see his name under the heading “Worship Services.”
May our God surround you both with His goodness and
strength also further.
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In this first news medley of the new year we may wel-
come another sister Church. If everything went as planned
— and why should it not have gone as scheduled? — there
is another Church in our federation: the Church at Burling-
ton South. We are thankful for this development and are
certain that reduction in size of Burlington West and the
size of the new Church in Burlington South will encourage
participation by more members in more actions and ac-
tivities. | heard already — via the grapevine, sorry — that
there were younger couples who joined the new Church
because they thought it to be very “exciting” 1o help build-
ing up a new Church and all its activities. Keep it up!

For the information of all concerned, | mention the
address as | found it in the bulletin. The address of the
Burlington South Church is: P.O. Box 433, Burlington, Ont.
L7R 3Y3. | am certaln that the official information will be
passed on to Clarion as well, but it is better that you read
it twice than not at all.

The neighbouring Church at Burlingion East also ex-
periences the influence of this new institution. “Already
several of our western members have requested their at-
testation for this new congregation. It is encouraging to
see the gaining support for this important and necessary
expansion of congregational life.”

I am happy to note that the apparent loss of mem-
bers does not cause any resentment but is, inthis case, a
reason for joy. My only — and expected — criticism ison
the expression “their attestations.” They don’t have any
attestation for which they can ask. I'll keep on repeating
this until | don’t see this expression any longer,

Hamilton, too, experiences the effects of the new in-
stitution. Some members have left for the new Church,
However, this does not alleviate the Hamilton problem
sufficiently to enable the Consistory to give a new desti-
nation to the balcony.

Regarding this balcony the Consnstory decided that
it shall “be used for ‘overflow’ at the discretion of the ush-
ers.” The Rev. Huizinga writes, “Though | am not an ad-
vocate of a balcony, | must admit that it is beautifully fur-
nished. One can see the pulpit and the church more clearly
from the balcony than from the back of the church down-
stairs. The raised platforms are a great advantage.”

As for the view on the pulpit, | do not doubt that it is
much more unobstructed from the baicony than from the
auditorium. | recall the large Church buildings in Amster-
dam with their two — or was it three? no, | don’t think so
— balconies above each other. Of course, the seating ar-
rangement became much steeper the higher one had to
go. But the view on the pulpit was unobstructed. Whether
this view was fully utilized was and is a question. Unob-
structed view of the pulpit does not necessarily enhance
attention.

in proof of this statement | quote from a bulletin.

“it has been brought to my attention that some adults
have moved from the back of the church to the front dur-
ing worship services. They did so to move away from un-
ruly, distracting behaviour of young people who clutter
together in the back. | am sorry to see this happen. Let us
do the opposite: Let adults and families move to the back
and let the youth of the Church spread throughout the
church. Let the youth do this voluntarily, and, if neces-
sary, be told to do so. The role of the parents is empha-
sized hers.”

This has my wholehearied agreement. And | add the
wish that our young people who are in Church fo lisien
and try to listen, tell those who endeavour to distract
their attention to “shut up.” If you don’t pay any attention
and clearly show that you are annoyed by the tactics, the



efforts will cease. But | agree: the greatest responsibility
is with the parents who in MANY instances allow their
children far too soon to sit by themselves or with their
friends and then o crowd together in the rear of the audi-
torium. If they had the sincere intention of listening and
the heartfelt desire to pay undivided attention, they would
not go and sit there. If the trouble-makers were left to-
gether, we could soon single them out and, if needs be,
even ask to leave. .

Let our parents be aware of their responsibility!

We continue our tour of the Churches.

From Hamilion to London we go. This brings us the
following information: “Progress of the construction proj-
ect is going well. As can now be seen, the foundation for
walls and footings have been poured. Funding for this
project will be secured by increasing the mortgage on the
manse.” Fortunately the interest rates have gone down
considerably so that increasing a mortgage might not
add too great a burden. The construction is at the rear of
the Church building if | remember well.

The Chatham Consistory received “a proposal to
eliminate all smoking in the Church building.” It was
“voted on and accepted.” How many more to go?

The last Church in the East about which we are go-
ing to mention something is the Church at Toronto.

“For a long time,” the Rev. Mulder writes, “we did
not hear anything from the mission field. There were com-
munication problems; MAF planes broke down; fusl short-
age; forest fires with smoke hanging over the jungle so
that planes could not land. All this meant that no mail
came through. The situation is now apparently improved.
We received some letters and reports again although
they took a very long time to arrive.”

Rev. Muider also mentioned that the Vegters will
come on furlough this year and expect to arrive in Toron-
to on March 2, 1983.

“From the Korean Seventh Day Adventist Church a

request was received to rent the church building on Fri-

day evenings and Saturday mornings. Our building is in
use on most Friday nights and we shall therefore not be
able to accommodate them.” That was Toronto’s con-
clusion.

in Carman the senior citizens are going to organize
something which is already found in many other congre-
gations. “Beginning in January 1983, the ‘Senior Citizens’
hope to start coming together for some social afternoons
- to help us pass the winter.” They ask for games, such as
shuffle-board, checkers, Chinese checkers, and so on. |
am certain that there is a sufficient guantity of games
hiding in the Carman Congregation to fill the requests.

From the Immanuel Church in Edmonton we have a
few items to pass on.

“It is with much gratitude that we could take note of
the fact that our school board has seen its way clear now
to implement a previous school society decision to add
grade 10 to our parental school” | don’t think that Mr. Van-
dooren will take it ili of me that | pass this item on in my
column. He has enough left for the School Crossing.

“As far as our future church building is concerned,
we are still awaiting the Building Permit. The latter seems
to be only a matter of time, i.e. there seems to be no rea-
son why it will not eventually be obtained.”

And a last item: “It was decided to not incorporate
the church, since this would legally make the congrega-
tion congregationalist in government.”

We continue and visit the Fraser Valley.

We were told that the “subcommittee for the pro-
gramming of our Radio Broadcasting” was 1o have a meet-
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Mr. and Mrs. H. Oo hope to celebrate their 50th
Wedding Anniversary on January 19th, 1983, the Lord will-
ing. They were married in Groningen, The Netherlands,
and emigrated to Canada in 1954. They settled in the
Burlington area with their 8 children and are enjoying
their retirement now.
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ing and that “the five ministers in the Fraser Valley have
agreed to attend this meeting, the Lord willing.”

This item boosted my spirits somewhat, although
the experiences are not all that encouraging. During the
month of December we had re-runs again here; and when
| asked our brother Harpert VanderWel who takes care of
the technical aspects of the matter, what the reason for
this was, he replied, “Ask your colleagues.” As | do not
have the extra funds to send a letter to all my colleagues
with this question, | do it via our news medley. “What is
the reason, brethren, that we have re-runs? Are we not
able together to provide a new message for our broad-
casts every time? If everyone cooperates, how often
would you have to prepare four or five messages for a
one-month period?” | leave it at this.

There was an item under the heading “Langley” which
perturbed me and caused me to be worried to a certain
extent.

It was not so much the first item: “The iadies from
the nursery request permission to start an extended nur-
sery for THREE year olds. The request is granted. The la-
dies will be informed.” Here, too, | had some question
marks already. ‘ . '

in the first place: do the sisters need permission

13



m:;m the Con 3 ory to extend their activities of babysit-
ting? When it was e::%w ded herein Fergus {o ham babysit-
iing services also in the afternoon, we did not get any re-
quest at the Consistory table. The sisters simply saw the
need and saw to it that the need was taken care of.

The second guestion mark which | put was behind
;ha& capitalized “THREE.” | have never heard of an age-

limit for nursery attendants (I mean infants that “atiend”
‘%‘?s nursery). | always thought that the nursery was for
those chéiejmn whom the parenis could not yet take into
Church with them, and that it was up to the parents to de-
cide how old their chiidren were o be to accompany them
into Church. Besides, the one will sit quistly at the age of
two, the other will be five before it can be reasonably ex-
pected that no disturbance will be caused by him or her.
Almost everything dggenda he*c — sﬁgsm — on the par-
ents and their way of dealing with their children. The
sooner our children become accusiomed to attending the
services the better it is.

My doubis were increased when | read the following
passage. “As you may have read in the ‘Press Release’ an
extended nursery program has been approved by the Con-
sistory. The program has been set up for 3yearolds and 4
year olds who presently attend church only once. The first
ciass will be on November 28 in the afternoon service.
Please bring your children in the Catechism room.”

What are we going o get here? | thought. Now it is
extended already to *wasa? olds, and the si ters speak
of “the first class.” Are we getiing gcme sort of a Sunday
School for Church-children? | certainly hope not! “The

{ hope from the heart that my fears are unfounded,
but the terminology used certainly is not very suited to
take them away.

Our children belong in the services, together with
their pa*’@*ﬁg and bmimfs& and si zsz-z 5? they are not able
to come along yet or if they are not vet able to come twice
a Sunday, every effort to provids bagyﬁ itting is to be ap-

plauded. It should be not more than babysitting, though,
and every appearance of organizing something more per-
manent for them should be avoided.

You again have some points to ponder.

My news is exhausted for this timsa.

Rests me to say “Thank You" to Mr. Gerry Kuik for alil
the cooperation | have received from him during the past
ien years he was at the helm. That we nsver had any prob-
lems is, for the larger part, his doing. He was more than a
publisher, and If it had been his intention and aim o “make
money” out of Clarion, he would have abandoned the
project after half a year at the most. And so would we all.

Together we strove for improvement and worked for
the edification of Jerusalem.

it is comforting and encouraging indeed that Mr,
Gerald VanDyken is of the same spirit.

Thus we face the future with confidence and cheer-
ful hearts,

That’s one of the reasons why | am looking forward
io mesting you again two weeks from now.

The Lord willing.

VO

program has been set up,” we read; thi

not just a nursery with babysitting.

s means that it is

Canadian Reformed Association
for the Handicapped

During the last couple of months
you must have read several articles in
our magazine through which you
could familiarize yourseif with the
work and purpose of our association.
This time we would like you to show
your interest in the work for the handi-
capped.

Until know we have Introduced
ourselves with the above heading,
which is actually only an explanation

INTERNATIONAL — Cont'd.

lieving Christians, Jews and Mosiems
who seek {o practise their rsligions
ouiside of the “official” and “regis-
tersd” s‘;mmha& and who seek to
transmit their religious faith to their
¢children.

Anyone in the Soviet Union who
seeks to practise a religious faith out-
side of the official channels subjects
himself to serious penalties. (CN)

VO

s
o

of who and what we are. it is good
that we show who we are, yet it is
sometimes awkward 1o introduce our-
selves with such a long name. Also,
raegulations for incorporation are that
the name cannot start with the word
“Canadian.” These are the reasons
why we would like to find a name for
our association. The name must be
catching and brief; at the same time it
must show the purpose and the back-
ground of the association.

We invite you o send sugges-
tions for a fitling name to the Public
Relations Commiitee. A suggested
design for a crest to go with the name
would be appreciated but is not es-
sential. Since we hope to make a pro-
posal to the board by mid-February
1983, early replies are encouraged!

We hope that with vour heip we
will be able to introduce ourselves un-
der a new heading in the near fuiurs,

for the Public Relations Commiitee
J.E. HOOGLAND

P.O. Box 345

Smithville, Oniario LOR 2A0

STICHTING BRALECTAH

From Mrs. W. Pouwelse we re-
ceived word that a collection was
taken at the Annual Meseting of the
League of Men’s Societies and that
the amount coliected was $77.00,

As you know, Stichting Bralec-
tal's work is to provide reading mate-
rial in Braille and on tape. This mate-
rlal contains (parts of) magazines and
papers which are published by vari-
ous Reformed organizations, for ex-
ample, Nederiands Dagbiad, De Re-
formatie, and others. The organiza-
tion also takes care of producing sult-
able books in Braille or on tape. A
total of some fifty volunteers donate
their time for this work.

For some time now Braleciah
has been active in vour country as
well, where Mrs. Pouwelse has start-
ed this work and coordinates ii. She
regularly sends reporis on the pro-
gress of this work in Canada.

On behalf of the board of Bralec-
tah | wish to thank vou wholehearted-
ly for your gift for this work which is
being done for the brothers and sis-
ters who are visually handicapped.

H. BRUIJNIS,
Secretary



EVANGELISM OR HOME MISSION —
Cont'd.
forgiveness of sins should be preached
in His name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem.” This mandate is re-
peated with almost the same words
when Christ addressed His disciples
just before the ascension in Acts 1:8.
We therefore cannot agree with
H. Bavink who in a speech for the
“Congress for Reformed Evangelism”
said that in Matt. 28:19 the Lord gives
a two-fold mandate, one which is a
mission mandate outward and the
other which is an edifying mandate
inward.? There is one mandate given,
and that is to preach the gospel to all
nations. it is one mandate given to
the first office-bearers of the New
Testament Church.

Another text which is often re-
ferred to is in the Sermon on the
Mount. in Matt. 5:14-16, near the be-
ginning of this discourss, the Lord
says, “You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor
do men light a lamp and put it under a
bushel, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all the house. Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see
your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.” Re-
gardless of whom Christ is address-
ing here,? from the context it is clear
that Christ is not speaking about the
mission to evangelize or preach the
gospel here. The “light” about which
He speaks does not refer to preach-
ing. It refers to v. 16, “your good
works.” These good works are to
come forth from the loving covenan-
tal obedience which Christ teaches in
the entire sermon. It is these “good
works” which must make other men
“give glory to your Father which is in
heaven.” These words cannol be
used as a ground for home or foreign
mission in the sense of being sent to
preach the gospel or to evangelize.
They can be compared to how Israel
as God’s covenant people were 1o be
a light among the nations by walking
in the way of the covenant.

The Lord used a similar example
just after He had explained what the
parable of the sower means in Mark
4:21-25. In wv. 21-22 He says, “ls a
jamp brought in to be put under a
bushel, or under a bed, and not on a
stand? For there is nothing hid, ex
cept to be made manifest; nor is any-
thing secret, except to come to light.”
Here the Lord, in continuation of the
teachings of the parable of the sower,
teaches that what is in the heart will
become evident in deeds. It will be-
come clear where the seed which has
been sown will grow. This text does

not give a mission mandate to evan-
gelize. We find the same words used
in much the same way in Luke 8:16-18.
Awarning is expressed there. What is
in the heart will come to light. “Take
heed then . ...”

The Scriptural texts have thus far
shown that the Lord gave to His disci-
ples, having become apostles and the
first office-bearers of the New Testa-
ment Church, the mission to preach
the gospel to all nations. All believers
are told to show the gospel truth by
confessing it in their walk of life.

To prove that all believers have a
mission to preach the gospel (to evan-
gelize) some have used Acts 11:20-21.
In Acts 11 we read of how the Church
at Jerusalem became dispersed be-
cause of persecutions. We read that
“, . . there were some of them [dis-
persed believers], men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch
spoke to the Greeks also, preaching
the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the
Lord was with them, and a great num-
ber that believed turned to the Lord.”
We must be careful in what way we
refer to this text. It comes in redemp-
tive-historic context. it is not neces-
sarily normative. No specific com-
mand is given here. We cannot simply
apply a past historical situation to
our present day even though the Lord
gave them His help. At this early date
the specific ecclesiastical offices
about which we read especially in the
pastoral letters had not been fully es-
tablished yet. What we do notice is
that as soon as the Church at Jeru-
salem heard about what was happen-
ing in Antioch, they sent a missionary
{someone officially sent by the Church),
namely, Barnabas, there. From this
text we cannot clearly conclude that
the Lord has sent all believers to
preach the gospel.

Because Acts 11:20-21 is incon-
clusive concerning this matter, many
have suggested that Eph. 4:11-12
proves that all believers are called to
evangelize.* There we read: “And His
[Christ’s] gifts were that some should
be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teach-
ers, for the equipmeant of the saints,
for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ.” The comma
placed after “saints” has been ques-
tioned. The translation without the
comma would be “. . . the equipment
of the saints for the work of minis-
fry . ...” The meaning would then be
that the office-bearers must equip the
saints for the work of ministry. it is
not necessary to go into the text-
critical guestion. We cannot give a
definite answer. We, notice however,

that the liberal theologian Marcus
Barth, who in the end leaves this com-
ma out, admits that it is a decision
which does not come from the Greek
text itself. He says, “The wording of
the Greek text of v. 12 does not permit
a decision. Different, though practi-
cally synonymous, prepositions
stand before the first two [phrases].
This can, but need not, mean that the
distinct purposes are suggested.®
Seeing that the Greek itself gives no
conclusion to a decision concerning
this comma, we would do beiter to
consider the meaning of the Greek
words used and their context.

We first notice that the word
“ministry” about which we read in v.
12 does not refer to preaching the
gospel, The Greek word used here is
diakonia. From it we receive the word
“deacon.” It literally means to “serve
at tables.” In his Commentary, S.
Greijdanus rightly says that this word
does not pertain to the special office,
but to the office of all believers.?

We furthermore notice that the
end purpose for which the office-
bearers must equip the sainis is ex-
pressed in vv. 13-14: “until we all at-
tain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to ma-
ture manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ; so
that we may no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the
cunnning of men, by their craftiness
in deceitful wiles.” It is also with this
end goal in mind that the saints must
do their work of service. Dr. 8. Greij-
danus furthermore suggests that the
actual increase of Christ's Church in
the sense of expanding in member-
ship, is more the work of the special
offices called for this task.”

From these texts we must con-
clude that the Lord does not call all
believers to evangelize. Mowhere in
the Scriptures do we find a mandate
for all believers to preach the gospel.

4. The Confessions defend the
Scriptures in this Conclusion

When Marcus Barth writes about
the questionable comma of Eph. 4:12,
he favours leaving it out for theolog-
ical reasons. He does not like the
meaning of the text should the com-
ma be left there. He says, “This inter-
pretation (with the comma) has an
aristocratic, that is, a clerical and ec-
clesiastical flavour; it distinguishes
the (mass of the) ‘saints’ from the
{superior class of the) officers of the
church. A clergy is now distinct from
the laity, to whom the privilege and
burden of carrying cut the prescribed
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construction work are exciusively as.
signed.” Marcus Barth does not do
compiste justice 1o the Reformation-
al objection 1o the Roman Catholic
doctring of clergy and laity hers,
During the Reformation the
place of special offices in the Church
was strongly defended, The objection
against Roman Catholic doctrine of
clergy and gty was two-fold. i co
cerned the claims of papal infallibliit
and clerical dispensing of Christ’
gifts. The objection to the claim of
papal infallibliity is that it I8 a claim
which is contrary 1o the Scriptures,
and in practice Decomes an overrul
ing of Christ's words ]

=

€3 we

revaaled in
Seripture. The warning of Gal. 1.8 ap-
plies here; “But even If we, or an
angeal from heaven, should preach to
you a gospel contrary to that which
we preach to vou, jet him be ao-
cursed.” The Lord wamns all His chil-
dren against falss teachers who
might lead them astray. They are all
given the responsibility to “test the
apiriis to see whether ithey are of
God” {1 John 4:1; c.f. Ezek. 3:16-21).
From this it is olear that no sinful hu-
man speaks in an infailible way ex-
cept when inspired to record the
Seriptures. Every word now spoken,
afier the completion of God’s reveia
tion, must be tested by the authority
of God's Word revealsd in Scripiurs.
It is by His revealed Word that Christ
rutes the Church as its Head, In this
way Christ is confessed 1o be the
Head of the Church and is highest
authority: but that He institules of
fices in the Church is not denied.
The Church of Rome furthermore
claims that the gifts of Christ
necessary for salvation are entrusted
to the Church and dispersed by its ot
fices, We must understand this claim
in the whole context of Fomanized
theology and especially what Fome
taught about transsubsiantiation and
the Imputation of God's grace. We
naed not go into a detailed outling of
Roman teaching and Reformed objec-
tions here; It should be clear that the
Homan Church glaimed that the bro-
kan body and shed blood was given in
transsubstantiated form to the laity,
The Reformed objection 1o the
Roman Catholic tsaching of clergy
and laity is that by it doctrines Home
makes the salvation of the laity de-
pendant on the clergy. The laity de
pends on the clergy to know God's
will In an infallible way and 10 recslve
the necessary grace for salvalion.
Contrary 1o these claims which the
Chureh of Rome made for the clergy,
the Heformers confessed that salvar
Hon rests upon the work of Christ

alons and His gifts of salvation ars re-
celved through faith, It does not de-
pend upon a clergy. Furthermore
the will of the Lord s sufficiently re-
vealed in Scripture and all are re
sponsible to hold it fast (see Lord's
Day XXXV, sspecially G and A, 98,
and Belgic Confession, Arl. VIIL The
Heformed objection to Roman Catholk
io teaching of clergy and ialty s not
thai there Is a distinction betwesn the
special offices and the office of
believers, an oblection such as Marcus
Barth implles, but thai the lalty de
pends on the clergy for the gift of sl
vation.

During the time of the Reforma-
tion there were some independentists
and individualists influenced by the
rising tide of humanism of their time
who denied that there are offices in-
stituted in the Church. Both Luther
and Calvin objected very sirongly 1o
this independentism, as well as to
Roman clercalism.

The Scriptures clearly tsach that
spacial offices have been Instituled.
in Romans 10:14-18 we read: .., And
how are they to hear without a preash-
er? And how can men preach unless
they are sent . .. ?” From here it is
clear that those who preach must be
sent. in the same way the Lord through
the Apostle Paul instructs Timothy {1,
2:2% “and what you have heard from me
before many witnesses entrust 1o faith-
ful men who will be abis to {sach others
algn.” The distinct office for the min-
istry of the Word is also implied in
1Tim. 3097: “Let the eiders who ruis well
be considered worthy of double hon-
our, especially those who labour in
preaching and teaching” (see Form for
the Ordination [nstaliation] of Minis-
ters of the Word)®

in the Besigic Confession this
Seriptural  dirsction is maintained
against Roman Catholicism and inds-
pandentism / individualism, In Article
XXX, "We believe that this true Church
rmust be governed by that spiritual pol
ity which our Lovd has teught us in His
Word . . .” coniradicts Foman teaching
concerning papal infallibility. Further in
the same article: “. . . that there must
be ministers or pastors . . . also eiders
and deacons . . .7 conbradicts inde
pandentism. In Article X000 the Con-
fession again spaaks against Roman
Catholic doctring. Ministers, siders,
and deacons ©. . . ought to be chosenio
their respective offices by a lawful elsc-
fion by ths Chureh ... )" As for the min-
isters of God’s Word, they have sguaily
the sams power and authority wheraso-
gver they are, as they are all ministers
of Chrigt, the only universal Bishop and
the only Head of the Church.” This ar

tivle contalns a warning agsinst indi

vidualisrm: “ . . Therefore avery one

must fake hesd not (0 intrude himself

by improper means .. .” (see Heb. 5:4ff);

and against indspendentism: “. . | this

holy ordinance of God may not be vio-

tated or slighted"®

5. Conclusions

a. Nowhere in Scripture are all balisw
ers called and sent to preach the
gospel. They are all called o con

it

o
fess Christ In thelr own vocation
{Lord's Day X, | Cor, 7:17-24),

. The Lord has instituted a spacial of-

fice for the ministry of the Word,

c. By the institution of the office for
the ministry of the Word the Lord
forbids all rejection and overshad
owing of it by taking up this office in
an unlawful way (Belgic Confessaion,
Axt, AN,

[y

d. “Evangelism” (preaching the Word)
may never be separated from “mis-
sion” (a lawful calling and sending).
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PRESS RELEASE

of Classis Pacific held on October 20,
1982, in Langley, B.C.

Article 1 — Opening. On behalf of the
convening Church at Langley, the Rev. D.
VanderBoom opens the meeting and sug-
gests that Psaim 132:8, 9 be sung. There-
after hs reads from Psalm 132 and leads in
prayer.

He welcomes the brothers present,
also the deputies ad Art. 49 C.0., Rev. [
Dedong and Rev. J.D. Wielenga, as well as

Candidate C. Bouwman who has been.

called to the Church at Chilliwack and has
accepted that call.

Rev. VanderBoom makes mention of
the fact that Rev. C. VanSpronsen has ac-
cepted the call to work among the Carrier
indians in the Bulkiey Valley. He wishas
him the Lord’s blessing in his new task.
Rev. M. Werkman, who is present at Clas-
sis, has been called by the Church at
Smithers. He is congratulated on his call
and the hope is expressed that the Lord
will bless his decision.

Rev. G.H. Vigscher is still in The Neth-
erlands for study reasons. Rev. J. Visscher
will soon travel to the same country to at-
tend the Constituent Assembly of the In-
ternational Conference of Reformed
Churches. The Lord’s blessings are ex-
tended.

Artivle 2 — Constitution. The creden-
tials are examined and found to be in
good order. Two Churches have instruc-
tions. Classis is constituted. The desle-
gates are: for the Church at Abbotsford ~
Eider J.T. Pruim, Rev. M. VanderWel;
Church at Chilliwack ~— Elder G. Breukel-
man, Elder P, Van Woudenberg; Church at
Cloverdale — Elder H.A. Berends, Rev. J.
Visscher; Church at Houston — Elder G.
Leffers, Elder J. TenBrinke; Church at
Langley — Elder D. Doesburg,Rev. D. Van-
derBoom; Church at Surrey — Elder C. De
Jong, Rev. J. Geertsema; Church at Smith-
ers — Rev. C. Van8pronsen, Elder L. Wier-
enga.

The deputies ad Art. 49 C.0. are Rev.
- D. Dedong and Rev. J.D. Wielenga.

The Executive Officers appointed are:
Chairman: Rev. D. VanderBoom; Vice-
Chairman: Rev. J. Visscher; Clerk: Rev. J.
Geertsema. .

Article 3 — Agenda. After a few addi-
tions and changes are made, the Agenda
is adopted.

Article 4 — Examination Cand. C.
Bouwman. Classis proceeds with the Pe-
remptory Examination of Candidate C.
Bouwman. He presents his sermon pro-
posal on Psalm 125. Classis goes into
closed session and discusses the sermon.
Classis decides to continue the exam.

Rev. C. VanSpronsen examines on
Exegesis O.T. (Genesis 11 and Psalm 23);
Rev. J. Geertsema examines on Exegesis
MN.T. {Luke 16 and James 1), Rev. J. Geert-
sema examines on Knowledge of Holy
Scripture; Rev. D. VanderBoom examines
on Doctrine and Creeds; Rev. J. Visscher
examines on Church History; Rev. M. Yan-
derWel examines on Ethics; Rev. M. Van-

derWsl examines on Church Polity; Rev. J.
Visscher exarmnines on Diaconiology.

Article & — Admission Cand. C.
Bouwman. Classis discusses the results
of the examination. After hearing the ad-
vice of the deputies ad Art. 48 C.0,, the
Classis decides with thankfulness to ad-
mit Candidate C. Bouwman to the ministry
of the Word of God. Candidate Bouwman
is informed of this decision and the mem-
bers of Classis sing Psalm 134:3. The
Form of Subscription is read and signed
by Candidate C. Bouwman. He is congra-
tulated and the blessings of the Lord are
extended upon his future ministry.

Article 6 — Approbation. Classis ap-
probates the call of Candidate C. Bouw-
man to the Church at Chilliwack. All the
documents are found o be in good order
and the call is approved. Rev, M. Vander-
Wel is appointed to represent Classis Pa-
cific at the ordination of Candidate C.
Bouwman."

Article 7 — Call Rev. C. VanSpronsen.
The Church at Smithers informs Classis
that Rev. C. VanSpronsen has been set
aside for the special work among the Car
rier Indians. He has accepted this call.
The date on which Rev. C. YanSpronsen
will be released from his regular duties re-
mains to be determined.

Article & — Repaorts. The Maranatha
Canadian Reformed Church at Surrey re-
ports that it has audited the books of the
Treasurer and found everything in order.

The Church Visitors report on their in-
tention to visit all the local Churches prior
to the April 1983 Classis.

Article 9 — Discipline. Several
Churches ask for advice in matters of dis-
cipline.

Article 10 — Appointments. Various
appointments are made.

a) For the next Classis the Convening
Church: the Church at Houston.

The date: April 27, 1983. Suggested
Officers: Chairman — Rev. C. VanSpron-
sen; Vice-Chairman — Rev. J. Geertsema;
Clerk — Rev. D. VanderBoom.

b.) Examiners: Exegesis O.T. — Hev.
C. VanSpronsen; Exegesis N.T. — Rev.
G.H. Visscher; Doctrine and Creeds —
Rev. D. VanderBoom; Church History —

Rev. J. Visscher; Church Polity — Rev. M.,

YanderWel; Ethics — Rev. M. VanderWel;
Diaconiology — Rev. J. Visscher.

Coordinators for Examinations —
Hev. D. VanderBoom, Fev. J. Visscher.

¢) Church Visitors: Rev. D. Vander-
Boom {Coordinator), Rev. M. VanderWel,
Rev. C. VanSpronsen, Rev. J. Visscher.

Alternates: Rev. J. Geertsema, Rev.
G.H. Visscher.

d} Church for the Archives: the
Church at Smithers.

&) Church for the inspection of the Ar-
chives: the Church at Houston.

fy Treasurer: P.A. VanEgmond,

g) Church fo Audit the Books of the
Treasurer; the Church at Surrey.

Wy Committee for Financial Aid fo
Students for the Ministry; K.F. Huttema,
Hev. 1. VanderBoom, Rev. M. VanderWel
{coordinator).

iy Commitiee for Needy Churches; H.

A. Berends {coordinator), G. Bosve, R.
Paize.

i} Deputies for Preaching Arrange-
ments: Rev. D. VanderBoom and Hev. M.
Vanderwel.

Article 11 - Censure. Censure ad
Art. 43 C.0. is deemed unnecessary.

Article 12 — Acts and Press Release.
The Acts and the Press Release are
adopted.

Article 13— Closing. Rev. J. Visscher
calls on the brothers to sing Psalm 84:1, 2
and leads in prayer. The Chairman closes
the Classis.

J. VISSCHER, et

PRESS RELEASE

of Classis Ontario South, held December
8. 1982 in London, Ontario.

1. On behalf of the convening church
of Londen, Rev. J. Dedong asks the dele-
gates to sing Psalm 79:1 and 3, reads Jere-
miah 23:1-16, leads in prayer and wel
comes the delegates.

2. The delegates of Lincoln examine
the credentials and report that all church-

“es are duly represented. From the church

of Catham an alternate elder is present.

3. Classis is constituted. Chairman:
Rev. Cl. Stam, clerk: Rev. W. Huizinga and
assessor: Rev. M. Werkman. The chairman
expresses gratitude for the fact that Rev.
M. Werkman declined the calls to Carman-
and Smithers, that Rev. J. DeJong de-
clined the call to Ottawa and that Rev.
P.K.A. DeBoer declined the call to Smith-
ers.

4. Classis adopts the agenda.

5. Question period ad Art. 41 C.0. is
held. Classis meets in closed session to
deal with a request of Chatham for advice.

6. Reports: the report of the classical
treasurer, brother C. OQuwersloot, is read
and dealt with. Classis decides to ask the
churches for $14.00 per communicant
member for the expenses of Classes, Re-
gional Synods and General Synod 1983,
Reports are read of the church visitations
in the churches of Lincoln, Grand Rapids,
Hamilton and Smithville. The church of
Watford reports that the classical ar-
chives are in good order.

7. Next classis is scheduled for
March 8, 1983 at London, 10:00 a.m. Con-
vening church: Smithville. Chairman: Rey.
J. VanRistschoten, clerk: Rev. Cl. Stam
and assessor: Rev. W. Huizinga.

8. Personal question period is held.

9. Acts are read and adopted.

10. Press release is read and approved.

11. Censure ad Art. 43 C.0O. is not nec-
essary.

12. The chairman thanks the dele-
gates for thelr cooperation, asks Classis
to sing Mymn 13:2 and leads in prayer.

The ladies are thanked for the excel-
lent meal they served.

On behalf of Classis,
M., WERKMAN, assessor
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HMollo Busy Beavers,

i got TWO letters with something for YOUR
i was very happy with those letiers.

Pwill tell vou why.

Thay both had a BEDTIME PRAYER for childran.

Even the music to sing them!

i¥'s a tune aimost all “older” peopls among us know
very wall,

i think many of you will Know i, too.

P very happy to pase this music and the two sets of
words on 10 you, Busy Beavers.

{ hope one praver, or the other, will ba part of your
“going fo bed” every single night!

Sing both prayers through a few times.

Do vou think the one a little more sultable for younger
children than the other?

You could learn that ons first, and the other when
you're a little more “grown up.”

HMere they are:

BEDTIME PRAYER

7 gﬂ;,.m:g s L . .

4 & 3

Jesus, Who toves children, keep
Me in Thy hands while | slsep.
Please take ail my sins away,;
Teach this little child Thy way.

Please make other people oo
Love Thee Jesus as | do,

May we all together bring
Thanks and pralses io the King.

Badtime Pravsr

MNow | lay me down 1o sieep,
Pray, my Lord, &2 walch 10 keap.
Father, | do trust in Thee,

Wi Thou now abide with ms.
Make me free from gulit and spot,
And my sing remeamber noti;

Vi into Thy care me take;

This | ask for Jesus’ saks,

Think of all poor childran, Lord,
And, ascording o Thy Word,

18

ocour Lordinheavhipray ThankingHimtorworkandplay A-men.

Taka the orphans’ iot to heart
Show that Thou their Father an,
Heal the children that are ii;
Give us sirength (o do Thy will
When lomorrow we awakes,
This | ask for Jasus’ sake.
Mow | wani to say somsthing 1o our SENIOR BUSY
BEAVERSI
Do vou have a3 baby brother or sister?
Shefhe would love 1o have one of these prayers sung
o herfhim every night on golng o bed. i
Sung softiy and reverently it soon becomes a signal
for the baby to go to slesp.
When your baby starls (o talk, you'll ba surprised
how soon he can “help” with the words.
He agon learns that praver is part of “going 1o bed™!

From the Mailbox

Welcoms to the Busy Beaver Club Mary-
Lynne Koilelenberg. We are hapoy to have you

ioin us. You're & real Busy Beavser already!
Thank you for the puzzie. Bid you have a good time during
your Christmas holidays?

Thank you for vour letter and puzzle, Feiiciz Viersen.
it was nice to hear from vou again. How did you enjoy
your holidays? Did you have lots of snow?

How did vour picture furn out Anne Koitelenberg?
Congratulations yel on your baby brother! He's guile a
hig boy already, | guess. Bounds to ma as if you had a
really good birthday, Anne. Bye for now.

Thank you for the preity letier and puzzle, Cathy Van
Deiden. Yes, you may send in a design for a new malibox,
And | will tell you more about the Birthday Fund another
iime soon, all right? Did you have lots of fun during vour
holidays, Cathy?

Busy Beavers, Cathy would like to TRADE STAMPS
with some other Busy Beavers, If vou have a stamp ool
lection be surs io get In touch with:

Cathy Yan Defden 109 Oneida Bivd,
Ancaster, Ontario L89G 307

W

Find the five books of the Law, by connecting the let-
ters and without skipping spaces.
by Busy Beaver, Erfca Biom

BIBLE E L S U X E § | 8 ¥
BOOKS v I T D O G E N E M
U C i BEDETETRDO
S M U MRS U T O M




Bible Quiz

How many things are you thankful for in your life?
Your parents? Your home? Your friends? The food you
eat? Five things? Ten things?

The Bible tells us how many things we are to thank
God for. The answer may surprise you!

Code
1t-a 8-h %5 -0 21 - u
2-b 9 -1 16 - p 22 - v
3-¢c 10 - ] 17 - g 23 -w
4 - d 11 -k 18 - r 24 - x
5-e 12 -1 19 - s 25 -y
6 -f 183-m 20 -t 26 - 2z
7-9g 14 -n
914 52251825
208 9147 79225
208 1141119 6 1518

208919 919 208 5
2391212 1516 7154
914 3 81801920 105 192119

315143 5 1814 9 14 7
(Il Thess. 5:18)

Sent in by Busy Beaver Sarah Vander Woude.
Thanks for sharing, Sarah! '

® &

251521

How did you start the New Year, Busy Beavers?
We would love to hear your story!
'm looking forward to sharing lots of good times
with the Busy Beavers in this New Year. How about you?
NEXT TIME look for our NEW CONTEST!
Bye for now, Busy Beavers.
Love,
Aunt Betty

Engaged on December 19, 1982

ELAINE KNEGT

Tell to the coming generation
the glorious deeds of the LORD.

to Psalm 78:4b
HENRY TOGERETZ We thank the Lord for:
241 Lawnhurst Court LYDIA CRISTIN

Hamilton, Ontario L8V 4R4

The LORD hath done great
things for us; whereof we are
glad. Psalm 126:3

On December 9, 1982, the Lord

gave us our second son:
DARYL MARTIN

A brother for: Jeremy

Ron and Marcia Vandenbos
R.R. 1
Caledonia, Ontario NOA 1AD

O give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good; His steadfast love
endures forever/

Psalm 118:29
QOur heavenly Father once again
richly blessed our family with
the birth of a healthy daughter,
whom we have named:

JONI MICHELLE

Born: November 30, 1982
A sister for: Marty, Cherie and
Jamie
Willy and Lydia Schulenberg
R.R. 1
Beamsville, Ontario LOR 1B0

Born: December 5, 1982
Jerry and Claire Hutten
~Janina and Daniel

P.O. Box 16,
Puslinch, Ontario NOB 2J0

With thankfulness to the Lord
we are happy to announce the
birth of our son:

BRIAN EVERETT NICHOLAS
Born: December 14, 1982
A brother for: Mark and Derek
Hans and Marion VanDooren

56 Western Avenue
Guelph, Ontario

With thankfuiness unto the
Lord, the Creator of life, we joy-
fully announce the birth of our
first chiid:

JACLYN SONIA

Born: December 7, 1982
Deut. 8:6-7
Willy and Janet Havenaar
{nee Kamstra)

2370 Arnold Crescent
Burlington, Ontario L7P 4G3

With thankfulness to the Lord,
we announce the birth of our
first son:

JAN HENDRIK

Born: November 20, 1982
A brother for: Valerie, Michelle,
and Ajleen
Hank and Coby Gelderman
R.AR. 1
Waterdown, Ontario LOR 2H0

With great thankfulness and joy
to the Lord that He has made
everything well, we wish to an-
nounce the birth of our daughter
and sister:
ANNE-MARIE CYNTHIA
Rev. and Mrs. Cl. Stam
Lawrence
Edward
Richard
Linda
Smithville, Ontario
December 24, 1982

With joy and thankfulness to

the Creator of Life, we announce
the birth of our third son:

TREVOR NICHOLAS
Born: December 4/82
A brother for: John and Ryan
John and Diane Bos (nee Linde)
R.R. #1, Grassie, Ont. LOR 1MO
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With great joy and thankfulness
to the Lord, the Giver and Sus-
tainer of life, we announce the
birth of our daughters,
JANESE GAYLENE
and
LAURA DAWN

Born: December 6, 1982
ivan and Hilda Tiggelaar
(nee Van Dasselaar)

375 Redonda Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 358

Know that the LORD Himself is
God! it is He who has made us.
Psaim 100:3a

With thankfulness to the Lord,

the Creator of life, we announce
the birth of our daughter:

DIANNA KIM

Born: December 3, 1982
Pete and Theresa Weessies
{nee Vanderveen)
326 Yale Avenue East
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 0J3

Ephesians 6:7-18
With thankfulness to the Lord,
who has again entrusted in our
care, one of His covenant chil-
dren, we announce the birth of
our daughten:

AILEEN JOANNE
Born: December 20, 1982
A sister for: Richard and Matthew

Peter and Margaret Feenstra
{nee Aikema)
R.R.2

Beamsville, Ontario LOR 180

1952 — December 19 — 1882

Blessed is the family who fears the LORD.

Psalm 128
We as children are pieased to announce the 30th
Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents:

JAMES STIENSTRA
and
JO-ANNE STIENSTRA (nee DeWitt)

Rudi and Hilda Wildeboer
Sarah
Gerry and Tollie Van Groothest
Jody, Jeffery, Kevin, and Heidi
Heine and. Chris Penninga
John, Rebecca, and Trevor
Len and Brenda Lodder
Amanda
Jim {Jr)

Happy is he that has the God of Jacob for his help,
whose hopeisin the LORD his God. Psalm 146:5
D.V. on January 18, 1983 our dear parents, grand-
parents and great-grandparenis:

MARTIN and HENNY ONDERWATER (nee Smit)

will celebrate their 55th Wedding Anniversary. Their
thankful children, grandchildren and great-grand-
children (101).

1938 — January 19 — 1983

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everiast-
ing to everlasting upon those who fear Him, and His
righteousness to children’s children, to those who
keep His covenant and remember to do His com-
mandments. Psalm 103:17-18
it is with thankfulness to our heavenly Father that
we announce the 50th Wedding Anniversary of our
dear parents and grandparenis:

HENDRIK OOSTERVELD
and
SYKE OOSTERVELD (nee Schuil)

their grateful children:
Guelph, Ont.: Clarence and Eileen Oosterveld
Burlington, Ont.: Ben and Dianne Oosterveld
Ont.: John and Frances Ludwig
Kitchener, Ont.: Art and Jean Hordijk
Burlington, Ont.: Art and Jackie Blokhuis
Ont.: John and Sika Oosterveld
Dundas, Ont.: Jack and Pat Oosterveld
Aylmer, Ont.: Henk and Margarst Riesebos

and grandchildren.

An Open House will be held on January 22, 1983
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the Rehoboth Church hall.

533 Clarke Avenue, Burlington, Ontario L78 1A7

v Willowdale, Ont.:
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On December 1, 1982, the Lord took unto Himself
our beloved wife and mother,

ALLERDINA (DIANA) CATHARINA KAMPEN
(nee Bouwkamp)

at the age of 46.

She loved the Lord, the fount of Life and Grace. His

love enabled her to bear her iliness in patience and

| trust. Her unselfish love and dedication, we will al-
. ways cherish as beautiful memories.

Psalm 73: 24-26
Frank Kampen -
Theresa and Gerald Boot
Andrew and Yvonne
Fred
irene
Anthony

60 Woodward Avenue, Thornhiil, Ontario L3T 1E5

Aftera bfief but patiehtly borne iliness, it pleased
the Lord to take from us into His glory, our dearly
beloved daughter, sister, sister-in-law and aunt,

ALLERDINA (DIANA) CATHARINA KAMPEN
{(nee Bouwkamp)

at the age of 46.

Psalm 84: 1 & 6 (Book of Praise)

Dad and Mom Bouwkamp
Jack and Judy Bouwkamp
Peter, Debbie, Paul and David

December 1, 1882,
16 Centre Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario M2M 2L3

Coaldale, Alta.:




On December 1, 1982, the Lord took unto Himself,
| into eternal glory, our fellow member:

DIANA KAMPEN (nee Bouwkamp)

. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die
i tothe Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we
| die, wearethe Lord’s. Romans 14:8
i May the Lord strengthen our bereaved Brother and
| his children.

| The Choir “Lift Up Your Voice”
. Women Society “Thy Kingdom Come”’
. The Ladies Auxiliary of Credo Christian School

. He who believes in the Son has eternal life.
| John 3:36
Qur gracious God has delivered from his suffering
and called to His eternal home, our beloved hus-
' band, father, grandfather and friend on Dec. 5, 1982,
i at the age of 54 years.

LAMBERTUS OSTERMEIER

| Langley, B.C.: Mrs. J. Ostermeier
Delta, B.C.: Adrian and Rita Krabbendam
Katherine, Adrian Robert, Laura
Langley, B.C.: Cornelia Ostermeier
Surrey, B.C.: Rick and Sara Baartman
Daniel, Anthony
Langley, B.C. Johanna Ostermeier
Betty Ostermeier and
Alex VandeBurgt
. Helen Ostermeier
. London, Ont.: Miss G.A. de Haan

4235 199A Street, Langley, B.C. V3A 4V5

| On His Day, Sunday December 19, 1982, our Heav-
. enly Father took unto Him in her 70th year my
beloved wife and our mother and grandmother:

TIEBEGIEN DOUWSMA, VANDERMAAR

. The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want;
He makes me down to lie
in pastures green; He leadeth me,
The quiet waters by. Psalm 23
. 700 Brentwood Drive: Mr. B. Douwsma
. Burlington, Ont.
Grimsby, Ont.: Lina and Clarence Alkema
Tammy, Henry, Brian,
Elaine, Harold and Ruth
Caigary, Alta.: Bill Douwsma
Blenheim, Ont.: Fred and Kit Douwsma
Christy and Benjamin

Burlington, Ont.: Henny and Joe Kloosterman

Donations are gratefully accepted by the Victorian
| Order of Nurses, V.0O.N. 5412 Croyden Road, Bur-
lington, Ontario.

December 1, 1982.

Jesus said, ““l am the resurrection and the life; he
who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall
never die.

The Lord has taken unto‘Himself, into His eternal
glory, our beloved daughter-in-law and sister-in-
law,

ALLERDINA (DIANA) CATHARINA KAMPEN
(nee Bouwkamp)

at the age of 46.

May the Lord comfort and strengthen Frank and
the children in this their loss.
She will be sadly missed by us all.
Burlington, Ont.: Mrs. U. Kampen
Coaldale, Alta.: Evertand Eve Hulst
Woodbridge, Ont.: Harold and Ellen Kampen
Guelph, Ont.: Edward and Maureen Kampen
Burlington, Ont.: Martin and Toni Kampen
Orangeville, Ont.: Rudy and Betty Kampen
Willowdale, Ont.: Hank and Mary Kampen
Thornhill, Ont.: Leo and Diane Kampen
nephews and nieces.

John 11:25

TEACHING STAFF REQUIRED

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Edmonton
operating Parkland Immanuel Christian School will
expand its operation into the senior high grades
starting September 1983. The expansion is sched-
uled to be completed by or before the 1985/86 school
year:
ONE JUNIOR — SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
is required.
Preference will be given to persons with specializa-
tion in:

Math/Science, English or French
The successful candidate:

1. will be a confessing member of a Canadian Re-
formed or sister church, and
2. will have, or be able to obtain, an Alberta Teach-
er’s Certificate (B.Ed. or equivalent).

Increased enrollment in the elementary area may re-
quire:
ADD|1;:0NAL ELEMENTARY STAFF MEMBERS
as well.
Parkland Immanuel Christian School is currently a
Kindergarten to Grade Nine operation. Parkland Im-
manuel features:
— a competitive salary and benefits package
— a favorable student/teacher ratio
— a quiet rural setting
— excellent facilities
For further information and an application form
please contact the principal. Inquiries about teach-
ing positions for the 1984/85 and 1985/86 school
years are also solicited.

Mr. R. Van Delft, Principal

Parkland Immanuel Christian School
21304 - 35 Ave,, NW,, RR. #5
Edmonton, Alberta T5P 4B7
Phone: School (403) 470-0029
or Home (403) 458-0433
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The John Calvin School of Burlington, Ontario is in
need of:

TEACHERS

for the 1983/1984 school year.
For further information please contact the princi-
pal:
Mr. N. VanDooren
607 Dynes Road
Burlington, Ontario
Phone (416) 634-8015

Residence: 19 Niska Drive
Waterdown, Ontario
Phone (416) 689-5000
Applications should be forwarded to the secretary:
Mr. L. Jagt
21 Carl Crescent
R.R. 1
Waterdown Ontario LOR 2H0

LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT

Experienced single lady, mid 40’s seeks domestic
employment. Large family very welcome. Reference
available.

Please write to:

Box 357
Fergus Ontario NTM 3E2

FOR SALE in the town of Carman, Manitoba

A good operating small engine repair business, also
selling new lawnmowers, chainsaws, snowblowers,
snowmobiles, golf carts. There is a small two bed-
room home included with the business along with
all tools. Price $60,000.00. Call Bert Klos, Triangle
Realty Phone 745-3610 or 745-6938 home, or write
Box 429, Carman, Manitoba R0OG 0J0.

Guido de Bres High School, Hamilton, Ontario will
require:
ONE or TWO TEACHERS

for combinations of some of the following subjects:

Boys’ Phys. Ed.

Mathematics

Science

French

English

Art
Duties to commence September 1, 1983
Direct inquiries to the principal:

Phone School (416) 388-6744
Home (416) 388-4747

Send applications to the Education Committee:

clo Guido de Bres High School
Box 6247, Station “F”
Hamilton, Ontario L9C 5S3

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Carman
Inc. is in need of a:

TEACHER

for Grade 1.
For further information contact the principal:
C. Meliefste
Box 908
Carman Manitoba ROG 0J0
Phone: (204) 745-2663

Please send applications to the Secretary:
F. De Wit
Box 27
Carman Manitoba ROG 0J0
Phone: (204) 745-3270

REDEEMER COLLEGE

invites applications for two to four full-time faculty
positions, subject to budgetary approval and com-
mencing August, 1983, in the areas of
Business / Economics, English, Mathematics and
Music. Applications for part-time positions may
also be considered in these areas, together with
Art, Computer Science, Drama, Dutch, French, La-
tin and Sociology.
Those applying for full-time positions should hold
the doctorate or its equivalent or should be nearing
completion of their degree. Applicants should also
be committed to pursuing scholarship on the basis
of a Reformed Christian perspective.
Letters of application, curriculum vitae and names
of references should be sent to:

Justin Cooper, Acting Dean

Redeemer College
467 Beach Boulevard
Hamilton, Ontario L8H 6W8

The Board of Timothy Canadian Reformed School
Society of Hamilton, Ontario, invites applications
for the position of:

TEACHER
preferably for the primary grades.

Information regarding the School may be obtained
from the principal:
Miss J. Kingma
Phone: School (416) 385-3953
Home (416) 388-4747

Applications should be sent to the Chairman of the
Education Committee:
T.A. Zietsma
563 Brigadoon Drive
Hamilton, Ontario L9C 8E2
Phone: (416) 389-6590
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Christian Book & Record

13042 - 82 STREET
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA T5E 275
PHONE: (403) 478-2798

JANUARY CLEARANCE SPECIAL

400/0 OFF MOST PAIDEIA/PREMIER

BOOKS, WHILE STOCK LASTS.

VANDERHOUT
INSURANCE

780 KING STREET EAST, Canada, A Landscape Portrait REG. S
HAMILTON, ONTARIO By A. Kraus. - SALE
{(416) 522-6200 Beautiful photography ........... $27.50 $22.50
Postage free if paid in advance.

FOR ALLROUND PROTECTION

Call Tony today!
Kes. (416) 387-0247

TFil >
timan s
MEN’S WEAR LTD.
FASHION CONSULTANTS

January

Clearance Sale
Starting Jan. 18, 9:30 a.m.
Jack Van Der Laan rrop.

2031 MOUNT FOREST DR.
MOUNT ROYAL PLAZA
BURLINGTON

. 416 — 837-0814
CLOSED: MONDAYS

ADVERTISE
IN CLARION

R St G

(A fr— ™
% " . s

EBENEZER VILLA
337 Stone Church Road, East, Hamilton, Ontario

Owned and operated by the Canadian Reformed Society for a Home for the Aged Inc. Our Senior Citizen
Home with 30 spacious apartments is now ready for occupancy. Some units are still available.
Applications and inquiries are invited.

This two storey building complete with elevator, lounge and craftsroom, is on a two acre parcel of land
\ next to the Cornerstone Canadian Reformed Church, and is within walking distance of the Mount Hamilton
‘Christian Reformed Church.

’ e\\ For more information and personal viewing call:
L. Knegt (416) 525-1845
H.A. Bartels (416) 765-4965

N Ebenezer Villa
N \\ Canadian Reformed Society for a Home for the Aged Inc.
A\ P.O. Box 6032, Station “F” Hamilton, Ontario L8C 552
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