


9. Non-communicant members

Discipline with respect to non-
communicant members has always
been a difficult matter. There has
been confusion and lack of unanimity
in this respect for centuries. Many
office-bearers will remember a classis
where questions have been asked
with regard to such cases. The Church
Order gives no guidelines. The ex-
pression ‘‘non-communicant” mem-
ber is not even used in the Church
Order. There is a good reason for that.
The Church Order deals with normal
situations, and censure or discipline
with respect to non-communicant
members has to be an exception. We
have seen at the beginning of this ar-
ticle already that there has been a dif-
ference of opinion for more than four
hundred years. People did not even
agree on the basic question whether
discipline can be exercised with re-
spect to non-communicant members
after all.

Prof. G. Voetius was of the opin-
ion that non-communicant members,
being incomplete members of the
Church, can never be an object of dis-
cipline. As long as they are children,
they have to be further instructed be-
fore real discipline and excommuni-
cation can take place. Adults who fail
to make public profession of faith
are, for that reason, no longer consid-
ered to be members of the Congrega-
tion.

The Rev. J. a Lasco, the well-
known leader of the refugee Churches
in London (England) in the middle of
the sixteenth century, preferred an
explicit statement of the consistory
that they had forfeited their member-
ship, rather than a more or less auto-
matic loss of membership. According
to him, youngsters had to be admon-
ished, at the age of fifteen years if
they were not willing or ready to make
public profession of faith. If at the
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age of eighteen years or ultimately
twenty years they still had not made
public profession of faith, they were
explicitly cut off from the Church and
forfeited their membership.

The first official statement of the
Reformed Churches concerning this
matter was made by the General Syn-
od at Dordrecht 1578. This Synod
gave the advice to continue the ad-
monition, instruction, and training, as
long as such members had not by
public apostasy rejected the cove-
nant of the LORD.

This matter has caused many dis-
cussions, and different, sometimes
contradictory, decisions have been
made.

10. Some synodical decisions

| should like to mention a few
points as far as the Churches in The
Netherlands are concerned. Immedi-
ately after the Union of the Reformed
Churches in 1892, the General Synod
of Dordrecht 1893 gave instruction to
deputies to come with advice, to be
presented to the next general synod.
Two questions had to be answered; in
the first place, how to deal with non-
communicant members who become
delinquent, and secondly, how to deal
with non-communicant members who
fail to come to public profession of
faith. In 1896 they presented their re-
port to the General Synod at Middel-
burg. The Synod decided “because of
the very serious and tender nature of
the matter dealt with in this extensive
advice, and because of the difficulty
to come immediately with a some-
what ripe judgment, to print this ad-
vice and to hand it out to the mem-
bers of Synod, to deal with it later.”
However, scrutiny of this report by
the members of Synod did not have
the desired result. Therefore, Synod
finally decided to hold this report over
to the next Synod.

In 1899 the matter was dealt with

again by the general synod. No clear
decision was made. Synod declared
to agree with the main intention
(hoofdstrekking”) and considered it
to be desirable that the consistories
should work in this spirit as much as
possible. This was certainly not a
strong statement; it was a non-binding
advice.

What was really the content of
this advice? It was almost the same
as the approach of the Rev. J. a
Lasco, mentioned before, except that
a different age was mentioned. We
can summarize the advice as follows:

1. Children are incomplete mem-
bers of the Church and for that rea-
son they cannot be the objects of dis-
cipline and excommunication. They
can only be admonished and instruct-
ed.

2. Non-communicant members
who come to maturity and fail to
make public profession of faith, have
to be repeatedly admonished. If they
do not heed this admonition, they will
forfeit their membership, and for that
reason they will not be an object of
discipline either. Before they reach
the age of thirty years, the consistory
has to make an explicit statement in
this respect.

3. Because they have lost their
membership, their children are not
considered to be children of believers
any longer and cannot be baptized.

Especially the last point could
have had far-reaching consequences.
In that time there were many non-
communicant members who asked
for and received baptism of their chil-
dren. However, the decision of 1899
was only an advice and the custom
remained to administer the sacra-
ment of baptism also to children of
non-communicant members. In some
cases the questions in the Form for
Baptism were answered, not by the
parents but by witnesses, often rela-



tives of the parents.

In 1920 the matter was again laid
before the general synod. The Region-
al Synod of Groningen asked the gen-
eral synod to adopt a “Form for the
Excommunication of Non-Communi-
cant Members.” The advisory com-
mittee recommended not to grant this
request, because the adoption of
such a form would sanction the “sys-
tem of non-communicant members,”
as it very often could be found in the
northern provinces, where many non-
communicant members, even aged
people, failed to make public profes-
sion of faith. This was considered to
be an unacceptable situation.

From this report we can learn
that the advice given by the General
Synod at Groningen 1899, namely,
that members who failed to make
public profession of faith should for-
feit their membership ultimately at
the age of twenty years, was not ad-
hered to. The “system of non-commu-
nicant members” is called a phenom-
enon that “very often could be found
in the northern provinces.”

The General Synod of Leeuwar-
den 1920 decided:

a. that non-communicant mem-
bers who, in spite of their maturity,
fail to make public profession of
faith, do not have a legal place in the
Church;

b. that for that reason no excom-
munication can take place either. If
they behave as ungodly and unbeliev-
ing people, the consistory simply has
to announce that they have withdrawn
themselves from the Church;

c. that in some cases it can be
desirable to ask advice from the
Classis before such a public announce-
ment is made;

d. that the formulation of such
an announcement should be left in
the prudence of the Consistory.

From this decision it became
clear again that the position of adult
non-communicant members always
is considered to be an exception and
was sometimes even called an “im-
possibility.” At the same time we
have seen that many people, some-
times even aged members, still re-
mained ‘‘non-communicant mem-
bers.”

In spite of all the deliberations
and decisions of general synods, no
satisfactory solution was found. The
main reason was that no attention
was paid to the question why they did
not come to public profession of

faith. It makes quite a difference
whether someone does not come to
profession of faith because of shy-
ness, lack of knowledge, and insecur-
ity, or that it is a matter of indif-
ference, aversion, and even hostility.
Later this distinction was made, as
we will see.

11. Negligence or aversion

At General Synod Middelburg
1933 the matter was on the table for
the umpteenth time. The Synod decid-
ed that “the time has not yet come to
make a binding decision in this mat-
ter, but commits this matter to the se-
rious consideration of the Churches.”
One might wonder why after all the
previous discussions the time had
still not come to make a binding deci-
sion. However, the matter was to drag
on for quite a while before it would be
settled.

General Synod Amsterdam 1936
decided to appoint a committee of
three members ‘“to advise the next
synod concerning the leading princi-
ples” and to come, if possible, with
some regulations. This resulted in the
famous report on the tabie of General
Synod Sneek 1939. Initially the matter
was postponed, but finally in 1940 a
decision was made. It was not a bind-
ing decision, but rather a quideline to
be adhered to by the consistories “as
much as possible.”

The most important point was
that a distinction was made between
negligence and aversion. Negligence
refers to people who do not come to
public profession of faith, but who
still, apart from that, behave as active
members of the Church in doctrine as
well as in conduct. With respect to
them, the consistory has to continue
instruction and admonition. The con-
sistory shall not proceed to the ulti-
mate remedy of cutting off from the
Church except when it becomes clear
that not shyness and lack of knowl-
edge, but rather unbelief is the rea-
son why they do not come to the Lord’s
Supper by way of public profession of
faith.

Aversion refers to the attitude of
adults who, by godless works and
deeds, by public rejection of the doc-
trine of the Church, by continuous wil-
ful abstention from the worship ser-
vices and from catechetical instruc-
tion — by all these sins or by some
of them — transgress the require-
ments of the covenant. If repeated ad-
monition remains fruitless, the con-
sistory shall make an announcement

to the congregation. If after a certain
period of time repentance does not
take place, the consistory shall pro-
ceed to the ultimate remedy: the an-
nouncement that they have forfeited
their membership. As far as the age is
concerned, Synod decided that, as a
rule, this announcement shall not be
made before they have reached the
age of thirty years. In cases of very of-
fensive apostasy, it can be done at
the age of twenty-one years.

Still one aspect has to be men-
tioned in this respect. We have said
before that discipline stops as soon
as a member withdraws himself from
the Church. When a communicant
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member moves to another place with-
out asking for an attestation, or when
he fails to join the congregation in his
new residence by keeping his attesta-
tion in his pocket, he, in fact, with-
draws from the Church.

When children move to another
place, they do not receive an attesta-
tion. On request of their parents an
attestation will be sent by the consis-
tory of their present congregation to
the consistory in their new place of
residence. When mature non-commu-
nicant members move, the rules are
different. When they move, they cease
to be members of the congregation to
which they belonged. However, they
do not automatically become mem-
bers of the congregation in their new
place of residence. They have to join
the congregation by a personal act. A
consistory which in such a case
sends an attestation to the new con-
gregation, without a request of the
person concerned, acts in error. In
this respect the synod made the fol-
lowing statement: When a non-com-
municant member leaves without any
notification, the consistory in his new
place of residence shall be notified,
with a request to urge him to ask for
an attestation. If he refuses to do so,
the consistory has the sad duty to
conclude that he factually has with-
drawn himself from the Church. This
withdrawal has to be announced in
the congregation to which he be-
longed before he left.

It happens quite often that a con-
sistory in such a case sends an attes-
tation to the consistory in the new
place of residence, but that the per-
son concerned is not willing to see
the office-bearers of the Church. In
such a case discipline and the an-
nouncement of withdrawal or forfeit-
ing of membership is not a matter of
the new congregation. The attestation
should not have been sent. We have
to bear in mind that joining a congre-
gation always has to be a personal act
of willingly submitting to the admoni-
tion and discipline of the Church.
Only with children an attestation can
be sent directly to another congrega-
tion, on request of their parents.

12. The Church Order

By what has been said till now, it
is clear that the Churches in the past
have dealt with this matter very often
and quite extensively. Many deci-
sions were made, sometimes even
contradictory decisions. However, in
the Church Order we cannot find a
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word about it. The Church Order sim-
ply presumes that children of believ-
ers by baptism are ingrafted into the
Christian Church and, as soon as
they come to maturity, make public
profession of faith. In the articles of
the Church Order dealing with disci-
pline, the suspension from the Lord’s
Supper is always mentioned as the
first disciplinary action. There are no
disciplinary rules as far as non-com-
municant members are concerned. At
least there are no rules in our present
Church Order.

During the revision of the Church
Order in The Netherlands an article
was added (Article 82) in which ar-
rangements are made and rules are
set out as to how to deal with non-
communicant members who obsti-
nately reject the admonition of the
consistory. Also in the draft report on
the revision of the Church Order to be
presented to General Synod Clover-
dale 1983, a paragraph is added to the
article dealing with excommunication
(Article 67). It reads as follows: “In
case a non-communicant member
hardens himself in sin, the consistory
shall in the same manner inform the
congregation by means of public an-
nouncements. In the first public an-
nouncement the name of the sinner
shall not be mentioned. In the second
public announcement — which shall
be made only after the advice of the
Classis has been obtained — the
name and address of the sinner shall
be mentioned and a date shall be set
at which the excommunication of the
sinner shall take place. The time be-
tween the various announcements
shall be determined by the consis-
tory.”

So finally, after more than four
hundred years, a regulation might be
included in the Church Order, to set a
general rule in dealing with cases of
non-communicant members who ob-
stinately reject the admonition of the
Church.

13. Conclusions

In this article we have tried to
give a historical review of the devel-
opment with regard to the discipline
of non-communicant members. We
hope that the proposed revision of
the Church Order will be accepted,
and that in this way more unanimity
and uniformity may be achieved in
this matter. We always have to be
aware of the difference, mentioned
above, between “negligence” be-
cause of shyness and a lack of knowl-

edge, and ‘“‘aversion,” sometimes
even manifested in hostility and indif-
ference. No one who, because o7 shy-
ness, lack of knowledge, and spiritual
problems, fails to make public profes-
sion of faith should automatically for-
feit his membership of the Church.
But at the same time we have to pre-
vent the situation where those who
reject the requirements of the cove-
nant and who live an ungodly life in
apostasy and hostility towards the
Church, remain members of the
Church. The consistory has to take
the appropriate measures in this re-
spect.

Finally, in all these matters we
have to bear in mind that the ultimate
aim and purpose is not to get rid of
troublesome, annoying, or indifferent
members, but rather to save those
who are in danger of going astray.
And above all things: to keep holy the
congregation of Jesus Christ, to the
honour of Him, our Lord and our
heavenly Father.

W. POUWELSE
Burlington, ON
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FROM THE SCRIPTURES

“And when His family heard it, they went out to seize Him,

for they said, ‘He is beside Himself.” ”’

Mark 3:21 (Cf. RSV),

Seizing the Seized

The high-paced gospel of Mark presents us with a dra-
matic scene here in the early ministry of the Lord Jesus. The
Lord had healed many who were sick, had cast out demons,
and had appointed the twelve disciples who were also sent to
preach and cast out demons. It all constituted one dramatic of-
fensive of God’s abundant salvation to Israel. The Son obedi-
ently followed the way which the Father had opened for Him.

With this kind of an offensive, conflict must come, and the
evangelist notes that one of the first pockets of resistance was
the first circle around Jesus, His immediate family and friends.
They may have been genuinely concerned about His progress
and welfare, but they thought that He was going too far, too
quickly. Things were getting out of hand, and He did not ap-
pear to be in control of Himself. A strange spirit had gripped
Him: He was not the same. Considering Him to be “seized,”
“possessed,” or, quite literally, beside Himself, they quickly
came from Nazareth to the home in Capernaum to seize Him.
They wanted to give Him a break, slow Him down, and give
Him an opportunity to relax and catch His breath. They
thought He needed to get out for a while, for His mind was
going.

While the intentions may have been genuine, we ought
not to overlook the tremendous suffering this charge implied
for the Lord Jesus. Unclean spirits had fled before Him and He
had demonstrated His power over them. Through the signs
He did, many believed in Him as the Messiah. But here His
friends and family were acting under the claim that He was
seized by demons, rather than seizing demons Himself. Es-
sentially the position taken by His relatives does not differ from
the one held by the scribes as Mark describes it in v. 22. Mo-
tivations may have differed, but the essential conclusion was
the same: the Lord Jesus was not on top of things; He was
possessed, seized, beside Himself: hence had to be seized or
pulled away Himself.

The timing of this blow against the Lord Jesus and His
Messianic task is significant. He has seized His task with amaz-
ing tempo. More than once He only said, ‘‘Follow me,”” and
yet another disciple left everything, arose, and followed Him.
Then He appointed the twelve. The mighty word of power,
His salvation-bringing Word, creafes new relationships. It
forms a new community, a community set apart and conse-
crated to the great task of spreading the Messianic hour of sal-
vation throughout the land of Israel.

However, the Lord Jesus no sooner formed this new
community according to the will and good pleasure of His
Father in heaven, than He met with a severe blow, a major
step on the road of His sufferings. For just as a new communi-
ty is formed, older, more established relations are breaking.

Just as He begins to do up-building work, creating true com-
munity by the power of the Word on high, He meets with de-
teriorating relationships among family and friends. These who
knew Him best failed to understand His mission. Those of His
own blood lines want to pull Him out of the battle. In attempt-
ing to seize Him, they seek to prevent His continued work.

Hence, in this dramatic moment the Lord Jesus must carry
on an intense spiritual battle. The new community, just formed
by His word of power, stands under a threat. His decision here
will determine whether it stands or falls. Should He obey that
call of His friends and relatives, that call from those to whom
He felt close, and let Himself be seized? He could not and
does not. He perseveres and obeys His Father first of all. In
obeying His Father, He restores and creates relationships of
lasting joy and meaning, v. 31ff. For Him, the bond of faith
precedes the bond of blood. In making His decision, He ac-
knowledges the counsel and will of His Father. In placing His
Messianic task first, and in remaining with it despite the hostili-
ties involved, He endorsed the decision of His disciples, many
of whom also had left family and friends for His sake:

Through His obedience we see the Messianic offensive
carry on. “You are those who have continued with Me in My
trials,” He says to His disciples at the last supper, thereby not
acknowledging their faithfulness as much as His recreative
Word through which lasting community and relationships are
formed, Luke 22:28. In the same hour He is also able to say,
“No longer do | call you servants . . . but | have called you
friends . . . . You did not choose Me but | chose you and ap-
pointed you that you should bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide,”” John 15: 15, 16. Although they were mo-
mentarily scattered, they were kept safe by the Father through
His own high priestly prayer, and gathered together as one fel-
lowship after His resurrection. As a new community of faith liv-
ing out of the power of the cross, they were sent out into the
world.

Following Him, they were not of those who were “‘seized’’;
rather, they seized the evil spirits possessing men, women,
and children, and so proclaimed the victory of Christ over sin
and death, forming in and through the Word of power which
they preached the new community of faith which precedes and
outlives the bond of friendship or blood. He stayed in the front
lines of the battle, sacrificing with His disciples all relationships
that could hinder the progress of the Messianic salvation. And
He still calls all who sincerely wish to follow Him to show the
same obedience and steadfastness in battle in all their relation-
ships today. Only then are we ensured that we share true com-
munion, communion which endures forever.

J. DEJONG
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YAK'ISPA BIKARH

GETTING ORGANIZED AND
PLANNING OUR STRATEGY

Due to the busy schedule of the
month of December, this second
Newsletter is slightly delayed. This
had the advantage that we can now
also cover the activities of the last
month of the year. In general we may
say that it has been a time of getting
organized and planning our strategy,
while time was limited since | still
had my commitments to the congre-
gation of Smithers as well. However,
the latter will improve soon, since a
full release of the regular ministerial
duties will become effective March
1st. In the meantime there is a gradu-
al phasing in.

Agreement of Cooperation

An Agreement of Cooperation
had to be drawn up and has been sent
to the supporting Churches. The
secretary of the Board will tell you
more about this elsewhere in this
newsletter. For convenience sake, we
distinguish between supporting and
assisting Churches. Supporting
churches are those which are com-
mitted to an assessment, while as-
sisting churches are those which
help otherwise, by means of collec-
tions, donations, etc. We hope that
this agreement can be finalized be-
fore too long.

Housing

One of the first needs was to
look for housing for our family since
the manse had to be made available
for the second minister whom we
hoped would come soon. A suitable
house was found and we are very
pleased with it. We realize the Board
received some criticism as to the
amount spent for hcusing. However,
choice is rather limited when you look
for housing for a family of eight to
nine persons, with enough room for a
study and reception area as well.
Since this fifteen-year-old house had
a double garage under the main roof
which could be converted into a
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roomy study, the problem was solved.
At the same time it has a good loca-
tion so that we are easily accessible
to the people; this is also important.

First Meeting in Moricetown

Last summer we had quite a
number of children and young people
in our camps from Moricetown, an In-
dian reserve 36 km. from Smithers.
Some of them asked if we could not
have Get-Togethers there like we
have them in Smithers with the young
people, and we have been keeping in
touch with them. However, seeing it
is a reserve, the initiative should
come from them if we are to use the
Community Hall, the only suitable
building in the village. Well, with
some coaxing a few of them did make
arrangements to have the hall for an
evening and also spread the word
that there would be a camp reunion
and Christmas celebration on Friday,
December 17th. It turned out to be a
very nice evening, with about thirty-
five young people attending and a few
parents. Some guitar players came
along from Smithers to accompany
us with the singing, and we enjoyed
good attention and cooperation when
we spoke to them about the meaning
of Christmas, explaining and apply-
ing John 3:16. After that we played
some games and shared refresh-
ments.

I think we will be welcome there
again; it may be the beginning of reg-
ular follow-up work in Moricetown.

Get-Togethers in Smithers

We could hold our regular Get-
Togethers in Smithers, with between
twenty and twenty-five young people
attending. Also here we had a special
Christmas celebration. Members of
the congregation donated food ham-
pers which were distributed over the
twenty families with which we have
closer contact. It is good for them to
know that there is a whole Church
standing behind this work. The pro-
gram was quite similar to the one

held in Moricetown. It was disap-
pointing that not more parents show-
ed up, but the place of meeting may
have something to do with it. We met
in the basement of the church build-
ing. | think that many feel that joining
in any activity in this building already
means they are committing them-
selves to the Church. We can hardly
expect them to differentiate between
a worship service and a Christmas
celebration if these are held in the
same building with some of the same
people in charge. However, we had
many good contacts with the parents
when we delivered the invitations and
the hampers afterwards.

Public Relations

We have to be careful as to how
we present ourselves and our work.
Among ourselves we may speak of
Home Mission and a home mission-
ary, but we should realize that no one
likes to be the object of mission, for
that implies that one is a heathenor a
savage even. In public relations, we
therefore prefer to speak of Indian
Ministry, Special Ministry among the
Indians, or our Outreach Program.
Why risk closing the door of commu-
nication even before we have spoken
a word?

“Christian Indian Centre??”

Our work needs an address, a
place the people can identify us with
as well. Seeing that the threshold of
an established church building forms
an insurmountable barrier for many
people, especially when there also is
the difference of race and culture, we
are of the opinion that we need a sep-
arate meeting place for the initial
stages of the work, some kind of a
drop-in place, just off Main Street if
possible, where we can conduct our
various activities: our Bible study
groups with children, a ‘“Coffee-
House” for teenagers, a drop-in cen-
tre for troubled people who spend
most of the day pacing Main Street,
Bible Study for adults, etc.; a place



where the native population can drop,

in without feeling that they are imme-
diately committing themselves, a
Christian Indian Centre.

At the moment we are inquiring
about various possibilities in this re-
spect. May the Lord bless our efforts.

Tribal Convention

Every year the Gitsan-Carrier
Council holds a convention in this
area dealing with Indian issues, at-
tempting to come to certain resolu-
tions. These are usually well-attend-
ed by Indians of the Gitsan and Carri-
er tribes, as well as some government
representatives and other interested
persons. | attended a small part of
this 3-day meeting to show interest in
their affairs and to learn more about
their problems, their way of dealing
with them, their way of conducting
meetings, etc. At the same time we
make ourselves and our work known.
Some people know me and will intro-
duce me to others, often striking up a
conversation about the work we are
doing. That we attend their gather-
ings is greatly appreciated; it estab-
lishes a positive relationship, so es-
sential for the work.

For the same reason | also at-
tended an “Open House” at the local
Indian Friendship Centre in Decem-
ber. | knew most of the Indians who
were present. A good opportunity to
speak about the Lord and His service
arose when one of the leaders ex-
pressed his dislike for the fact that
his wife, involved in some charismat-
ic group, spent all night till dawn in a
prayer meeting. A good discussion
followed. People have to know us be-
fore they will consider coming to our
meetings.

Encouraging Support

We are greatly encouraged by
the support this project is receiving
from the Churches throughout Cana-
da. The treasurer in his report will
acknowledge these collections and
gifts, but | also want to let you know
that it helps me much to know that so
many people stand behind this.
Thank you very much and may the
Lord bless your gifts. Remember us
also in your prayers so that we may
receive the wisdom needed to set this
work up on the right basis with the
most effective approach. These first
steps are so important since they set
the pattern for the future. May the
Lord guide us by His Word and Spirit.

C. VAN SPRONSEN

FROM THE SECRETARY

Recently we sent copies of an
Agreement of Cooperation to all the
supporting Churches. In the replies
we have received to date changes
have been suggested in some of
the articles for clarity and to avoid

‘repetition. When all the supporting

Churches have been heard from we
will incorporate some of these sug-
gestions and send copies of the re-
vised Agreement to the Churches in-
volved for approval. We appreciate all
the comments we have received to
date, and are confident that a satis-
factory Agreement can be presented
before too long.

R. KLAVER

NEW ADDRESS
Home Mission Board
Can. Ref. Church
Box 3868
Smithers, BC V0J 2NO

* k k x Kk Kk *

FROM THE TREASURER
Financial Report — January 1983

The Home Mission Board started
off with $2,403.24, which amount
came from the books of the Can. Ref.
Church of Smithers. Our books start-
ed on October 15, 1982.
Ourbalanceon Oct. 19was $ 2,403.24

We received on requisitions from:

Abbotsford ............. $3,038.97
Cloverdale .............. $1,134.75
Edmonton (Imman.) ...... $ 631.19
Houston ................ $ 824.50
Smithers ............... $1,887.00
Chilliwack .............. $ 541.88
Coaldale ............... $1,459.88
Edmonton (Prov.) ........ $1,096.50
Surrey ..o $1,377.00
OkanaganValley ......... $ 165.00
Total: $12,156.67
Collections:
Barrhead ............... $ 53.00
Chatham ............... $ 14490
Grand Rapids ........... $ 233.15
Smithers (spec. coll.) ... .. $ 42247
Toronto ................ $ 789.90
Carman ................ $ 867.53
Fergus ................. $ 278.00
Langley ................ $1,400.38
Surrey (Deacons) . ........ $ 650.00
Watford ................ $ 80.93
Total $4,920.26
Gifts

From a family in Edmonton $ 500.00
From a family in Surrey ... $ 20.00

From a family in Smithers . $  75.00
“Bloeiende Amandel Boom”
Smithers ............. $ 50.00

From a family in Surrey ... $ 50.00
From a family in Telkwa ... $ 200.00
From a business in Smithers $ 500.00

Total: $1,395.00
Total received from

Requisitions ......... $12,156.67
Total received from

Collections .......... $ 4,920.26
Total received from

Gifts ....... ... ... $ 1,395.00

$20,875.17

Total Expenditures, thus far,
amountto:........... $ 8,510.97
Balance ........... $12,364.20

The Home Mission Board has ac-
quired a house for $100,000. !t is a
very nice home and is in a good loca-
tion for the home missionary’s work.
A large double garage has been con-
verted into a large, comfortable
study.

To finance the house, we have a
mortgage with the vendor for 15
years, for $70,000 at 13.5%, renew-
able in 5 years. The board has the
right to prepay the mortgage in part
or full at any time, without penalty.
The down payment of $30,000 was
borrowed from the Canadian Re-
formed Church of Smithers. Currently
we are paying interest only on this
amount, at the rate of 1% over Bonus
Saving. Monthly payments are
$1,125.00.

Although the board at first looked
into the possibility of renting a house,
nothing suitable could be found, and
we therefore decided on the purchase
of a house.

Thus far the money is coming in
very regularly, and we are very grate-
ful that the Churches, and many do-
nors, have responded so liberally. For
this we may especially thank our God
and Father!

For the Home Mission Board,
D. BANDSTRA, Treasurer
Please make all cheques payable to:

Home Mission Board
Can. Ref. Church, Smithers
Box 3868, Smithers, BC V0J 2NO

OUR COVER

Interior of the Canadian Reformed
Church at Toronto.
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News items are published with a
view to their importance for the Re-
formed Churches. Selection of an
item does not necessarily imply
agreement with its contents.

TEL-AVIV

An Israeli archeologist has found
the earliest inscription of the name of
God which has ever been discovered
in Jerusalem. It is in the text of a sil-
ver prayer-scroll from the seventh
century B.C.

Gabriel Barkay, who is connect-
ed with the University of Tel Aviv, dis-
covered the document which consists
of alomst pure silver three years ago
in a grave near the Church of St. An-
drew. Only last week they succeeded
in unrolling the scroll with the help of
a special technique. According to
Barkay, it was the first time in 150
years that the Hebrew word for God,
Jahwe, was found with excavations in
Jerusalem. In the rabbinical history
the tradition has grown to forbid the
use of that Name.

Barkay kept his find secret for
such a long time because he was
afraid that extreme orthodox Jews
would succeed in having the excava-
tions stopped on the ground of the ar-
gument that ancient Jewish graves
would be violated. The excavations
also yielded the largest quantity of or-
naments which have ever been found
in Jerusalem since excavations were
started. (ND)

NAIROBI (EPD)

The number of independent Chris-
tian communities in Africa has in-
creased from 200 in 1900 A.D. to 7320
in 1970 and 8260 in 1980. These fig-
ures have been provided by the World
Christian Encyclopedia appearing in
Oxford, England and published by the
Rev. David Barett, at a meeting of Af-
rican Bible Societies in Nairobi.

Barett counts that the growth
will result in a number of 8770 inde-
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pendent denominations by the year
1985. With a view to the fast growth of
Christianity in Africa he spoke of a
“confusing chaos of communities of
faith.” Of the approximately 500 mil-
lion inhabitants of Africa some 210
million are considered to be Chris-
tians.

According to Barett’s calcula-
tions, the number of Christians in Af-
rica grows annually with more than 6
million, of whom approximately 1.6
million come over from other reli-
gions.

Apart from the churches dating
from colonial times and having bonds
with the Western Churches, there are
now 6950 other denominations with
almost 30 million members. Around
40 per cent of the African population
has not yet come into contact with
Christianity. The Bible has been trans-
lated into only 104 of the 2100 African
languages. (ND)

* Kk ok

BAPTISTS in Yugoslavia have target-
ed the 100,000 Turkish Muslims in
their country for evangelism. Their
publishing house in Novi Sad is pro-
ducing New Testaments and other lit-
erature for this purpose. Protestants
themselves number only 150,000 in a
population of 22.5 million. (CT)

* Kk *

ON JANUARY 1, the legal drinking
age in New Jersey went from 18 to 21.
State Assemblyman Martin Herman
argued that drunk driving among the
18-to-21-year-old age group ‘“‘rose as-
tronomically” after the age was low-
ered to 18 in 1973. Herman said he
was convinced that raising the drink-
ing age would save 40 lives annually
and reduce juvenile crime in the
state. In 1982 New York and Connecti-
cut raised the legal drinking age from
18 to 19. (CT)

* Kk *

SIXTY-SIX PERSONS who were forc-
ibly removed from Faith Baptist
Church in Louisville, Nebraska, in Oc-
tober have filed a $66 million lawsuit
against Nebraska state and local offi-
cials. The plaintiffs, 30 pastors and 36
laymen, allege that their constitution-
al rights of free religion, assembly,
speech, and association were abridged
in the incident. Twenty-one of the
plaintiffs are from Nebraska. The rest
are among several hundred persons
who had come to Louisville to sup-
port Everett Sileven, pastor of Faith
Baptist Church, where the incident

occurred. The church housed a reli-
gious school, which operated in viola-
tion of Nebraska law because its
teachers were uncertified. (CT)

* Kk *

CHICAGO (UP))

Boxing is so harmful to the hu-
man brain that it should not be sanc-
tioned by any civilized society, a group
of doctors says.

“Boxing is the only sport in
which the intent is to inflict physical
injury,” Dr. Ronald J. Ross said in the
current Journal of the American Medi-
cal Association. “Our data show that
boxers with even a moderate number
of bouts may suffer cerebral atrophy.”

The AMA has issued a resolution
noting brain damage — dementia,
memory loss, slurred speech, tremor
and abnormal gait — is seen in per-
haps 15 percent of professional box-
ers. Symptoms may become progres-
sively worse after a career is over.

Ross and colleagues examined
40 ex-boxers to determine the effects
of boxing. They found that these
fighters developed abnormal brain-
wave patterns and degeneration of
the brain. (CN)

* ok ok

NEW YORK (RNS)

Victories for freedom were more
evident than defeats in 1982, with
most promising changes in Latin
America, according to the annual sur-
vey of Freedom House.

The non-partisan organization,
which monitors political and civil
rights in countries around the world,
asserted that the percentage of peo-
ple living in partly free and not-free
areas has declined, but the growth in
population has slightly increased the
number of people living in such areas.
(CN)

* Kk Kx

MINNEAPOLIS (RNS)

Pressures in the church encour-
age workaholism among the clergy,
but pastors who succumb to them be-
come poor role models for their pa-
rishioners, says a counsellor of clergy.

Lay persons are looking to their
clergy for leadership about how to
live balanced and whole lives instead
of being strung out on stress, accord-
ing to Dr. Charles L. Rassieur, author
of “Stress Management for Ministers.”

He said the pastor who responsi-
bly cares for himself and manages
stress can have a profound impact for
health and wholeness upon the insti-



tutional life of the church and the in-
dividual lives of parishioners. That
means, he told the Minneapolis Min-
isterial Association, that the pastor
should sometimes pull out his calen-
dar book and tell his parishioners,
“No, | cannot meet on Thursday, be-
cause | have a commitment to my
family,” or “No, | cannot take on an-
other assignment because my family
commitments need more attention.”
(CN).

* k *

MINNEAPOLIS (RNS)

How to maintain the momentum
of improved Lutheran-Roman Catho-
lic relationships was a big topic when
Pope John Paul Il received an Ameri-
can Lutheran leader recently in a pri-
vate audience.

Presiding Bishop David W. Preus
of the American Lutheran Church
said the pope showed considerable
interest in finding ways to do this. Dr.
Preus said he suggested that local
Catholic and Lutheran Churches be
encouraged to have annual celebra-
tions — a service of the Word — to
show they are members of the same
Christian family, although there are
still substantial differences between
them. (CN)

* *x x

THE LEGALITY OF A STAMP com-
memorating the five-hundredth anniver-
sary of the birth of Martin Luther is
being contested. Americans United
for Separation of Church and State
and another church and state separa-
tion group have urged Postmaster
General William F. Bolger not to is-
sue it. W. Melvin Adams, executive
director of Americans United, con-
ceded that Luther had an important
impact on secular history, but warned
that issuing the stamp might imply
U.S. government approval of Luther’s
anti-Semitism. (CT)

* Kk *

A UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON so-
ciologist has asserted that religious
cults and sects will be strongest where
traditional religion is weakest. Rodney
Stark cites the high cult activity on
the West Coast and the low church
membership there. People who have
no preference, as opposed to those
who have a commitment to some kind
of religion, are the most likely to be-
lieve in astrology, transcendental
meditation, or spiritualism (communi-
cating with the dead), according to
Stark. (CT)

VO

PARALIPOMENA

SIMPLICITY PLEASE ...

Bombast

| hasten to state: | still read
some Dutch papers, church pa-
pers. That's where | sometimes
find bombast. Even in so-called
“meditations.” In the heading a
text or part of a Bible verse, very
simple, very clear. But this is then
turned and kneaded and rolled and
thrown around so that in the end
you can hardly find it anymore un-
der a layer of theological, dog-
matic, or should | say “ecclesiasti-
cal”(?) jargon. It all sounds very im-
portant and high and mighty, but |
doubt whether Paul or Johnor ...
the Lord Himself would recognize
His own word. And this is, alas, not
the exception.

Mark of the Truth

Simplicity is the mark of the
Truth. That's why He who called
Himself not only the Way and the
Life, but also the Truth, was so
simple in His presentation of the
treasures of the kingdom that a
child could understand Him.

Do they understand the domi-
nee? Some preachers, I'm told,
have the (in my ears crazy) custom
of addressing the congregation as
“brothers and sisters, boys and
girls.” | first thought that he
meant: you big people are just
boys and girls to me. But no, he
meant to cut the congregation into
two parts, with a wide generation
gap in between. You won't find
that in the Bible. And then, now
and then, the pulpiteer descends
from the high level of his sermoniz-
ing to those boys and girls with a
special word-for-the-young. Does
any preacher think that young peo-
ple like that? Ask them!

From Difficult to Simple

Long ago, also in Holland, |
was in a company where some
ministers were ‘“‘under discussion”
(stress or ““under’’). You know, this
a beloved pastime among the sons
of men. One complaint was: “His
[the local pastor’s] sermons are so
difficult.” A professor happened to

be in that company. | will not easily
forget his comment. First he gave
the critic something to chew on.
But then he added: “If a sermon is
difficult, it is unripe; the minister
did not take enough time for prep-
aration. He has to proceed from
difficult to simple. It is difficult to
be simple!”

That brings another story (from
real life!) to my mind. A great pro-
fessor was to preach in a small vil-
lage where they had never had a
professor in the pulpit before. Ex-
pectations were high: a professori-
al sermon! But ah, the disappoint-
ment; it was all so simple that a
child could follow him. After the
service one elder could not hide
his disappointment. He blurted
out: “We had expected a profes-
sorial sermon, and now it was all
so simple.” The professor’s an-
swer (of course): “Then the Lord
has heard my prayer, brother.”

But ... “beloved brother Paul”’?

In 1l Peter 3:15 and 16 Peter
writes about his colleague Paul,
and says that Paul wrote some
things “hard to understand.” So,
then! Who talks about “always be-
ing simple”? To be honest (al-
though | probably may not say
that), | wish Paul would have been
a bit clearer in Romans 9-11 about
the future of the Jews. But | don’t
think that anyone can hide behind
these words of Peter, because who
have problems with Paul? “The un-
stable and ignorant, who twist his
words to their own destruction.”
Draw your own conclusion.

I return to the Saviour who
once said to His Father, “I thank
Thee, Father . . . that Thou has hid-
den these things from the wise and
understanding and revealed them
to babes; yea, Father, for such was
Thy gracious will” (Matt. 11:25 and
26). Indeed, a special kind of sim-
plicity, the Biblical kind. “Lord,
save us from the bombast and give
us lots of simplicity!”

CHRONICLER
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Reformed Evangelism Taskforce

At a meeting of the Home Mis-
sion Committees of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches in the Fraser Valley,
held on Monday, January 10, 1983, in
Cloverdale, BC, the Reformed Evange-
lism Taskforce was officially launched.

For some time already the ques-
tion has been asked as to what more
we can do to bring the Gospel to
those who live around us. Our present
activities include: neighbourhood
canvassing, Vacation Bible School
and Sunday School, visitation at hos-
pitals, old age homes, prisons and
other places. There is also the work of
The Voice of the Church, which be-
longs under the heading of evangelis-
tic activities, although it has its own
organizational structure.

Now, while the above list of un-
dertakings may present quite a dy-
namic picture, the consensus at our
meeting was that we have only touched
the tip of the iceberg as far as out-
reach is concerned and that some of
the things that we do we could do
much more effectively.

In response to this a proposal was
made first to one of the Home Mis-
sion committees in the Fraser Valley,
that of Cloverdale, and thereafter to
all of the committees in the Valley.
The reactions were favourable and all
four committees decided to place their
shoulders behind the Taskforce.

What was the nature of that pro-
posal and what is this Taskforce all
about? To begin with, it will busy it-
self with the following efforts:

a) the publication of an evangelistic
MAGAZINE to be produced six
times a year initially. The aim is
that this magazine will be distrib-
uted by local church members to
people living near the church build-
ing, in their neighbourhoods, to
hospitals, and other public places.
Each local church, through its
Home Mission committee or other-
wise, will have to decide on the
most effective means of distribu-
tion. A space will be provided in
the magazine for each church to
stamp on its name and address.

b) the publication of an evangelistic
BIBLE COURSE. The Taskforce
has received permission from the
Federation of Evangelism Com-
mittees of the Reformed Churches
in The Netherlands to translate,
revise, and publish the Bible Course
that was recently used there. It
was the centerpiece of a national
advertising campaign in evange-
lism and attracted over 5000 re-
spondents. Once this Course has
been prepared for publication the
intention is to advertise it in the
evangelistic magazine, over the
airwaves by means of The Voice of
the Church, in local newspapers,
and perhaps in a more national
medium like The Globe and Mail,
Maclean’s, or Time. International
distribution is also being consid-
ered.

c) the publication of BROCHURES
and TRACTS. At the present time
there are a great many tracts be-
ing published by all kinds of or-
ganizations. These will be evaluat-
ed as to content and format. Suit-
able material will be promoted
and, if need be, translated. In those
areas where obvious gaps exist,
new material will be written. Among
the more urgent present needsis a
tract that gives due attention to
the doctrine and history of the
Canadian Reformed Churches.

d) the publication of an evangelism
TRAINING MANUAL. There is a
need not only to produce material
for external use, but also to devel-
op a course or training manual on
evangelism for internal use. This
course will lay a solid Biblical ba-
sis for outreach. It will survey the
history of the church and the con-
fessions of the church showing
how they contribute to a sound
understanding of Reformed evan-
gelism. It will deal with the cults of
today. It will give practical advice
on the nature and content of evan-
gelism dialogue. In short, it will
“equip the saints for the work of
ministry” (Eph. 4:12) and for bear-

ing testimony to the Name of their

Lord and Saviour.
Needless to say, this is quite a proj-
ect. It will require much prayer, a
great deal of work, many volunteers,
and some financial backing. For the
moment the last three will be largely
taken care of locally, but as regards
the first, we earnestly request your

“support. Without the Lord’s blessing

whatever we do will be so much froth
and emptiness.

For your information the follow-
ing executive has been appointed to
head the Taskforce:

Chairman

Rev. J. Visscher (Cloverdale)
Vice-chairman

Mr. D. Moes (Langley)
Secretary

Miss T. VanderVeen (Abbotsford)
Treasurer

Mr. G. Vane (Maranatha-Surrey)

As coordinators of the various sub-
committees we have at present:
for the magazine

Mr. D. Moes (doctorandus in theol-
ogy — Kampen)
for the course

Mr. P. Schon (doctorandus in En-
glish — Amsterdam)
for the manual

Mr. A. Nap (former mission worker
— Brazil)
for the printing

Mr. T. VanHengel (former staff
member — Nederlands Dagblad,
Amersfoort)

| trust that the above gives you a
good introductory picture of the work
of the Taskforce. Should you have
any questions at all, please write us.
If you have no questions as such, we
would still be interested in your com-
ments.

For the Taskforce,
JAMES VISSCHER,
chairman

P.O. Box 1008, Station A
Surrey, BC

Canada V3S 4P5
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PATRIMONY PROFILE s

By Rev. W.W.J. VanOene

Vijgeboom was a man who had not received
much formal education, who could not write well, nor
could put his thoughts into writing in a satisfactory
manner; but he could speak well, knew how to test
the spirits, and was well-acquainted with the writings
of the old “fathers” whose books with sermons and
edifying treatises were held in high honour by many.
His “sermons” were well-liked by the people, and
under his guidance a secession took place in Axel.
They called themselves “The Restored Church of
Christ,” and so many people came to listen to Vijge-
boom — even though only a limited number joined
him — that at the beginning of the year the Reformed
Church in Axel did not have a large enough number
of suitable persons left to fill the three vacancies for
the office of elder; only one vacancy could be filled.

The church which Vijgeboom established did
not flourish. Some returned to the Reformed Church,
and several members later joined the seceded Church.
Vijgeboom himself tried in later years to become a
minister in the seceded Church in Bunschoten, but
he did not succeed.

During the years of its existence Vijgeboom’s
church had its share of persecution and fines. And
the manner in which requests that their debts be for-
given and their fines be cancelled were dealt with,
gives us a clear picture of the line of thinking of the
officials and of the derogatory manner in which they
tried to brush aside the whole desire and endeavour
of many of God’s children to keep the Church pure or
to bring it back to obedience to her Lord and King.

In a letter to the Minister of Justice d.d. October
16, 1823, the attorney-general at the High Court of
The Hague informed the Minister that upon a ques-
tion of the Governor of the Province of Zeeland how
meetings of Vijgeboom and his people could be pre-
vented even if no more than twenty persons, as-
sembled, he had to state that in his opinion as long
as the matters dealt with were not in themselves ille-
gal or subject to prosecution, nothing could be done
to prevent or forbid such meetings. However, ‘it is
easy to foresee — in my opinion — that the services
of Vijgeboom, if they consist of only nineteen per-
sons besides himself, will peter out of themselves,”
he wrote.

And if we read some further information regard-
ing the people who signed the request that their fines
be forgiven them which the Director General for the
Affairs of the Netherlands Reformed Church pro-
vides in an appendix to a report of the Minister of
Public Worship to the King, d.d. March 20, 1824, we
have to think of what the apostle Paul wrote to the
Corinthians: “We have become, and are now, as the
refuse of the world, the offscouring of all things,”
| Cor. 4:13.

Here follow a few samples of the qualifications
given to the brothers and sisters in Axel. They have
been taken from official documents.

“A. and his wife B. are people without wealth;
the man is a stubborn and inflexible person and more
than once had forbidden relations with other women;
his wife is an insignificant being that blindly follows
her husband.

“C., a grocer, and his wife D. could figure on hav-
ing approximately Fl. 10,000 when her father passed
away but through mismanagement he has nothing
left; his wife is a person who distinguishes herself
only by the neglect of her duties as a wife and
mother.

“E., a tailor, is an insignificant and conceited
person. F., a deliveryman, and his wife G., H., miller,
and his wife I., are dumb and rude people, without
money. J. has his own bakery, is rude and conceited;
he is generally suspected of having had too intimate
relations with the wife of his brother at some time in
the past.”

Thus far the “information.”

“Not many powerful, not many were of noble
birth, but God chose what is foolish in the world.”

“The offscouring of all things.”

Hermann Friedrich Kohlbrigge

Before we proceed to the Secession of 1834, we
should pay attention to one more person. That per-
son is Hermann Friedrich Kohlbriigge. He was born
on August 15, 1803, in Amsterdam. His mother be-
longed to the Reformed Church and that’s where
young Hermann was baptized. His father was a non-
communicant member of the Restored Evangelical
Lutheran Church at the Kloveniersburgwal in Amster-
dam.

Young Kohibriigge was brought up a Lutheran,
studied theology, and passed his proponent exami-
nation in the Lutheran Church in 1826. Appointed as-
sistant-minister in the Amsterdam Lutheran Church,
he right away impressed the people by his preaching.
Not only Lutherans, but also Reformed people, came
to listen to him, for he preached what was almost to-
tally absent in contemporary sermons: justification
through faith alone, the gospel of sovereign grace.
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The work in Amsterdam was broken off soon. On
a Sunday in May 1827, Kohlbriigge attended a service
conducted by the Amsterdam minister Rev. R. Ucker-
man, and he was shocked by the Arminian thoughts in
the minister's sermon on John 16:5-15. Conversion,
Rev. Uckerman said, consists herein, “that with
the reading of God’s Word we are filled with noble
thoughts and good intentions, and thus through the
development of our mind come to better insight.”
Justification through faith, reconciliation by Christ,
and other basic truths of the Christian faith were to-
tally missing. In consultation with one of Uckerman’s
colleagues, Kohlbriigge lodged a complaint with the
consistory, but as is so often the case in the history
of the Church, the end result was that in July of the
same year Kohlbriigge was deposed as proponent in
the Lutheran Church. The minister who deviated from
the truth remained in office unhindered.

Although the majority of the Congregation was
on his side, Kohlbriigge acquiesced in the deposi-
tion. His friends of the Reveil, after some consulta-
tion, advised him against secession, and he himself
was of the opinion that the fact that he was only a
proponent and not an ordained minister was decisive
for his course of action. On May 3, 1834, he wrote in a
letter to Hendrik de Cock, ‘“Had | been a minister,
that is, had | received the imposition of hands just
like you, | would have continued in my ministry . ...
Non-suspended you were the minister of the congre-
gation of Ulrum; suspended you are the minister of
the congregation at Ulrum and of all congregations
that wish to hear you. | do not say that you therefore
would also do it that way, but / would do it if | had
been a minister of the Reformed congregation and
had been suspended.”

It is always difficult to say what would have hap-
pened if conditions had been different, and thus it is
equally difficult to predict the course of events if
Kohlbriigge had been an ordained minister. Judging
by the course which he did follow, we have our
doubts. Initially he was very favourably inclined to-
wards de Cock and his striving, but his attitude
changed when de Cock seceded from the Netherlands
Reformed Church and was therein followed by many
others.

Upon his deposition Kohlbriigge went to Utrecht
to continue his studies. He received his Doctor of
Theology degree in 1829 with a thesis on Psalm 45. In
the course of his studies he became more and more
convinced of the excellency of the Reformed doctrine
and confession over and above the Lutheran doctrine
and confession, and for that reason he decided to ap-
ply for membership in the Reformed Church at Am-
sterdam. For almost three years he was kept waiting,
and finally, in August 1832, his request was denied.
Allegedly the reason for the denial was that he could
not show an attestation from the Lutheran consis-

tory, but the real reason was well-known; it was ex-
pressed very clearly and succinctly by the President
of the Provincial Church Board of North Holland in a
discussion with Kohlbr'u'gge: “Sir, we must have rest
in our Church, rest we must have.”

In March 1833, he published all the correspon-
dence exchanged between him and the ecclesiastical
authorities under the title Membership in the Re-
formed Church in this Country Arbitrarily Denied to
Me. That book raised a storm. On the one hand, the
enmity grew; on the other hand, it brought him new
friends. The main figures of the Reveil, however, did
not help him in any way: they were too indecisive.

Kohlbriigge went to Elberfeld in Germany, re-
turned to Utrecht, and in 1847 became minister of a
Reformed congregation in Elberfeld. He visited The
Netherlands regularly. Once, on one of his visits to
Vianen, the Reformed minister there asked him to
conduct a service for him. People came from far and
near, and the collection which usually amounted to ap-
proximately one guilder this time yielded the princely
sum of six hundred guilders.

Although the ecclesiastical boards discussed
Kohlbriigge’s preaching in a Reformed Church, no
action was taken, and the result was that from then
on he conducted services in several places. He was
especially happy when he was permitted to preach in
the Cathedral Church in Utrecht.

Towards the end of his life Kohlbriigge was per-
mitted, for the first time after his deposition as a pro-
ponent, to preach in Amsterdam. It was Dr. A. Kuyper
who yielded the pulpit to him on November 12, 1871.
The service was held in the church building on the
Kloveniersburgwal, right across from the Restored
Lutheran Church from which Kohlbriigge had been
expelled some forty-five years earlier. . ..

On March 5, 1875, he completed his earthly
journey.

Kohlbriigge’s sermons were widely distributed
and used, not only for personal use but also for read-
ing services. My maternal grandfather for many years
was an elder in a Netherlands Reformed Congrega-
tion. During the Depression, he had to sell his busi-
ness and to rent a house that belonged to the Diaco-
nate; he never again was nominated for the office.
Apparently he then no longer belonged to those
members of whom the Regulation of 1816 says that,
in order to be eligible for the office of elder, persons
are to be “irreproachable in their confession and
morals, known supporters of the public religion, and
no opponents of the existing ecclesiastical ordi-
nances . . . belonging, as much as possible, to the
most prominent members of the congregation.” | re-
call that, whenever he had to read a sermon in a ser-
vice, he invariably chose one written by Kohlbriigge.

(To be continued).
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A
Ray of
Sunshine

”

“But who am I . .. ? For all things come from Thee . . . .
I Chronicles 29:14

The Bible is not a book which gives an answer to every
question or problem; we should not use it as such. In the
Book of Psalms we read that it gives counsel and works as a
light upon our path. It gives direction and is a pathway fo life. If
we are well-versed in God’s Word, we will experience that it
will guard us; it will keep us from wandering away from its
truth, and it will prevent us from sinning against the Lord. It
will give us delight, much more than many riches. It will make
our minds meditate on God'’s blessings and will fix our eyes
on His ways. We will live and observe the goodness of the
Lord and we will be strong in spirit. It will give us confidence.
The author of Psalm 119 said, ‘‘Even though princes sit plot-
ting against me, Thy servant will meditate on Thy statutes. Thy
testimonies are my delight, they are my counselors.”

God’s Word will provide us with a trust unknown to un-
believers. We are not supposed to use it for exemplary teach-
ing, but we may draw valuable lessons from people’s attitudes.
One attitude of which we can learn is that of David. | am not
referring to the bad examples he gave, but fo the ones in
which he was ruled by the Spirit, the Word of God. We must
realize, of course, that our attitudes are often sinful, as was Da-
vid’s but when we read Il Samuel 16 we learn how David re-
acted to a very trying situation. David and the people had to
flee for their lives when Absalom, who “stole the hearts of the
men,”’ proclaimed himself to be king. On the road to the Jor-
dan River, David was harassed by Shimei, who cursed David
with the following words: “Begone, begone, you man of blood,
you worthless fellow! The LORD has avenged upon you all the
blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned
and the LORD has given the kingdom into the hand of your
son Absalom. See, your ruin is on you; for you are a man of
blood.”

Imagine how deeply this must have hurt David. Had not
the LORD been with him from the beginning? It was by
David’s hand that God delivered Israel from all their enemies.

How did David react to this assault? What was his atti-
tude? The words of advice given by Zeruiah, “Why should this
dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over and take off
his head,” were shrugged aside. David had nothing to do with
people — his concern was God’s Word. His answer, there-
fore, was, ‘I he is cursing because the LORD has said to him,
‘Curse David,” who then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ”’
If David’s own son sought his life, how much more reason
would Shimei have? He told them once more to leave Shimei
alone, and let him curse, “‘for the LORD has bidden him.”
“So David and his men went on the road, while Shimei went
along on the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went, and
threw stones on him and flung dust.” David allowed Shimei to
follow him.

In Il Samuel 19, we again read how David showed mer-
cy to Shimei, when others advised him fo execute him, ‘“‘be-
cause he cursed the LORD'’s annointed.” But, David was ruled
by a higher authority.

Later we read how David grieved for his son Absalom.
And, at the end of his reign, we notice that David, through the
knowledge of God, and consequently through the knowledge
of his own unworthiness, can humbly advise his son Solo-
mon: “Be strong and of good courage. Do not fear or be dis-
mayed; for the LORD God will be with you and will not fail
you or forsake you.”” David gave God the glory for everything.
The words, “But who am [?” reveal to us a very humble atti-
tude; they show us a contrite spirit. They also show us that
David’s strength was in the awareness of God’s help, which
he knew was available for the upright in heart. This strength is
still available for all upright people who are aware that God
knows the intentions and purposes of the heart.

David gave us an example by his deeds — actions and
reactions. Paul in his lefter to the Galatians used the spoken
word to teach us how to live. We are to live by the Spirit, to re-
act according to what the Spirit has taught us. “‘But let each
one test his own work . . ..”

David twice answered the men who advised him, ‘‘What
have [ to do with you?” (lISamuel 16:10 and 19:22). He did
not want to be led by the ‘‘flesh.”’” He was aware of his greater
responsibility: to live according to the Spirit.

O LORD, in truth enshrined,
Test Thou my heart and mind,
Prove all my ways, examine me.
Let me not fall and perish,

Thy steadfast love | cherish,

| walk in faithfulness to Thee.
Psalm 26
A Psalm of David

For several years Mrs. Ruiter was able fo enjoy the many
best wishes and greetings she received for her birthday. This
year, the Lord in His wisdom took Mrs. Ruiter away from us
after a brief illness, ten days before her 65th birthday. | have
been requested by her family to sincerely thank you, brothers
and sisters, for the many joyful moments you have given her
in the past years. It was greatly appreciated!

We have received the following note:

“By way of ‘A Ray of Sunshine,’ could you thank every-
one who sent cards to my sister Liz Koning? She does appre-
ciate it very much. The cards are saved in an album and
shown to her many times.

Presently Liz is able to spend one weekend a month at
home. She needs much extra care and attention but is so hap-
py and thankful for (in our eyes) “little pleasures,” that we all
really see her as a special blessing.”

MRS. PAULINE DE HAAS
RR. 1
St. Albert, AB

Thank you very much, brothers and sisters!

A thought to ponder:

When snow is deep and toes are numb,
When aches and pains make faces glum,
It’s odd to think you've only got

Four months to wait to feel too hot!

Send your requests to:

Mrs. J.K. Riemersma
380 St. Andrew Street East
Fergus, ON NIM 1R1
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The previous issue of Clarion came just in time for
this mediley, for from it | learned that brother and sister J.
Buikema of Burlington will have been married for half a
century on March 3rd. This also gives us time to be on
time with our congratulations which we hereby offer from
the heart. Seeing one’s children’s children is already a
great blessing; they are also allowed to see the children
of their children’s children: four of them. When the text
which is printed in the advertisement was the text used at
their wedding, they certainly have experienced that those
who do expect all their help from the Lord will never be
put to shame. May they experience this further as well.
Have a good and pleasant day, a day of happiness and
thanksgiving.

From the Burlington South bulletin | learned that one
month earlier, that is on February 3rd, brother and sister
N. Torenvliet were married for forty years. To them as well
we extend our heartfelt congratulations, even though it is
almost a month after the fact. This does not take away
any of the nature of our wishes or of the well-meant con-
tents of them. We wish them many more years in good
health. We may do so, | am convinced, for a long life is a
blessing which has been promised to those who walk in
the ways of the Lord.

| mentioned here the bulletin of Burlington South.
Not much news is to be reported about this new Congre-
gation. Things are still in the stage of organizing, and
seem to be taking shape without a hitch. | still deplore it
that now | have to go through three bulletins from Bur-
lington, and that now | can read three times that the Fel-
lowship of Reformed Students will have a retreat, and
that | have to read three times messages meant for the
Burlington people in the same area how beautiful and
pleasant the Ebenezer Villa is. | am still wondering wheth-
er it is really impossible to combine forces and to issue
one bulletin for all three Churches in Burlington. Now |
read three times that the course which the Rev. Van-
Dooren gave was well attended and that it is not for the
younger or for the older people only. How much time and
effort could be saved if there were one bulletin; then
those messages would have to be typed only once. This
apart from the cost of paper and ink. We could work much
more economically. Having a combined bulletin also pre-
vents alienation and promotes the bond between the
brothers and sisters who until recently or until some
years ago met regularly on Sundays and at society meet-
ings.

These thoughts are also given to other places for
their serious consideration. | know that | said it before,
but when | go through the various bulletins | think, “How
much could we save and how much easier could we make
it for ourselves and for one another!”

Let us make a big jump and go “out West.” No, not
all the way, for there is nothing to be reported from be-
yond the Rockies; at least | have not received any bulletin
or Church News which brought me the news. Thus we re-
main in Alberta.

First about Calgary.

Remember what we quoted the other time about a
whopping 66% rent increase faced by the Church there?
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“It appears that a Danish Church can be rented for
$400 a month with the same kind of facilities as we have
now. It is decided that the committee will contact the
United Church as well. When the rent for the United
Church can be brought down to $400 a month, we will
rather stay in the present building.”

I can well understand the decision of the Consistory,
for they are used to this place now and it will cause possi-
ble visitors problems if they move to another building,
perhaps in another part of Calgary. It may be wisest to
stay where they are if their conditions can be met by the
United Church. My personal inclination would be to leave
anyway, even if they should match the other offer; how-
ever, this may be my stubbornness and, perhaps, a wee
little remnant of the old nature.

Rev. D. DeJong mentions that he ‘“‘received the bulle-
tin of the First Christian Reformed Church of Lethbridge.
Its consistory decided to approach the 1983 Synod ask-
ing ‘that we discontinue pulpit and table fellowship with
the Gereformeerde Kerken.” (The Synodical Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands). This overture will be first
sent to classis, asking classis to adopt it and send it fur-
ther.”

It is a step into the good direction and something
may come of it. We should not say right away, “O well, it
won’t help anyway.” Yet we realize at the same time that
this is only one point; there are many more points at
which similar action to remedy a situation has to be tak-
en. May action follow there as well.

Going down south, we quote from the Home Mission
report made to the Coaldale Consistory.

“Third is the newest project. We are looking into the
possibility of visiting the inmates at the local jail as well
as babysitting the children of the visitors.”

What is new here is not so much the projected or
suggested visits, but the babysitting part. As we could
read from Reformed Perspective, contacts with prisoners
are not new to our people here and there. | do pass on,
however, especially this new idea of babysitting the chil-
dren of those who go and visit inmates at a jail. Perhaps
other Congregations could benefit from it as well.

Yes, and then we have to return to Ontario for further
news. Some of it is rather old already, but still new for our
readers in other places.

The Brampton Consistory decided that the names of
“persons to be remembered in prayer should be an-
nounced with particulars before the actual prayer. Con-
sistory will try to remember to ask the ministers to do
so.”

I don’t think that the Consistory will have many prob-
lems in remembering, for when you — unfortunately —
don’t have your own minister, a guest minister will al-
ways have to be told when there is something special
that should be remembered. It goes without further say-
ing that | wholeheartedly agree with the decision made.

Here and there contact is being had with other
groups or Churches. One of the places where such con-
tact takes place is Toronto, although it is not confined to
Toronto. Officially, however, | know only of contacts which
the Toronto Consistory had and has within the limits ot
their huge metropolitan area.

“Reports were received on the meetings with the
(Korean) Reformed Presbyterian Church and the Ortho-
dox Christian Reformed Church. Contact will be main-
tained with both groups.”

In a later bulletin we read the following.

“A letter was received from the (Korean) Reformed
Presbyterian Church expressing appreciation for our wili-



ingness to assist them and stating some comments on
the discussion held in November. They intend for the time
being to remain an independent Church in order to have a
stronger appeal to the Korean Christians in Toronto.”

I do not know whether there are any bonds between
this Korean Reformed Presbyterian Church in Toronto
and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland. Per-
haps there are bonds, perhaps all they have in common is
the name.

Reading “Reformed Presbyterian Church” | looked
at two records which | have standing here in my study.
The title is “Scottish Metrical Psalms’” and these Psalms
are sung by an Irish choir. A brother in the Congregation
here bought them at a garage sale, and asked whether |
would like to hear them. | did listen to them, but the result
was that | became even more grateful for the sturdy and
richly-varied Genevan tunes which we are enjoying all the
time. It is not only the meter (which is mostly the same);
there are also the tunes which, in my opinion, show rather
little variety. There were only a few which | found beauti-
ful. One is the well-known Psalm 23: “The Lord’s my
Shepherd, I'll not want, He makes me down tolie....” As
for the rest, | would rather not exchange our Genevan
tunes for them. Even though the children are all out of the
house, we continue together our singing after the evening
meal, using the new rhyming of the Psalms. There are
some tunes which are unfamiliar, but when we have sung
them a few times, we begin to love them. There is only
one tune in which we cannot discover a line. That is the
tune of Psalm 120. However, perhaps this will come as
well as we continue our practice.

We conclude our trip this time in London.

The London Consistory decided “The deacons will
continue to meet with the elders as consistory. A propos-
al that the deacons begin to meet separately was not
supported.”

Quite a while ago | made some remarks about the de-
mand made on one of our Consistories, that they should
“start maintaining the Church Order,” and this could be
done apparently only by splitting up the Consistory and
starting to meet separately.

| would rather go along with London. As | remarked
that time, we always meet together in Fergus, although
the deacons do meet once in a while for the more specifi-
cally “technical’” aspects of their work.

When we discussed the report on the revision of the
Church Order, we also spent some time on the articles
dealing with the Consistory. Our conclusion was that it
would be best to provide that the Minister of the Word,
the Elders and the Deacons together form the Consistory
of the Church. In any case, we felt, it would be best to
drop the words “Where the number of elders is small’”’ the
Deacons may be taken to the Consistory.

It certainly is not my intention to make an article out
of these remarks, but the item from London’s Consistory
gives me the opportunity to say a few things about this
point.

Gradually | have come more and more to the conclu-
sion that what we find in Acts 6 is not a description of the
institution of the office of deacon, but the institution of
the Jerusalem Church as such. If, | said in a discussion,
the Seven who were chosen and ordained were deacons
in our sense of the word, they were not very deacons, for
Stephen apparently did not much more than preach. In
any case they did not confine themselves to what we un-
derstand the office of deacon to comprise. And Philip is
travelling here and there — even upon the express com-
mand of the Holy Spirit! — to preach the Gospel.
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Mr. and Mrs. H. Leffers were married in Lutten, Overijsel on
March 8th, 1928. In 1951 they immigrated to Coaldale, Alberta
and have resided in this area to this day. Although both over
eighty years old they are in reasonably good health. They have
eight children, 41 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren all
of whom are still alive.
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The Seven were, in my opinion, the first Consistory
of the Jerusalem Church, taking over the care for this
Church from the apostles whose specific mandate it was
not to have the oversight over the Church at Jerusalem or
any local Church, but to go out and be witnesses of the
Lord Jesus Christ unto the ends of the earth.

It would be beneficial in this connection also to read
the articles of Rev. Pouwelse again in which he published
his introduction given at the Office Bearers Conference
in the fall of 1981.

It is remarkable that the first Synod of the Reformed
Churches in The Netherlands which was held in 1571 pro-
vided that the Ministers, Elders, and Deacons together
form the Consistory of the Church. Thus they spoke in the
line of the Belgic Confession which also provides this.

Hereby, | hope, | have given some food for thought.

In any case: even though the fare was lean you won'’t
go hungry till we meet two weeks from now, the Lord will-
ing.

Greetings to all of you.

VO
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school crossing

A. The Strap, Anyone??

Public school boards in both the
Hamilton and Hamilton/Wentworth
areas have decided that hitting stu-
dents with a strap when they misbe-
have, is ‘“‘suitable behaviour” for prin-
cipals and teachers. The strap will
therefore stay.

In a recent article in The Hamil-
ton Spectator, this decision was at-
tacked. In an editorial, parents and
students were told to say: “‘No, thank
you.” According to the article, hitting
children is wrong, because according
to the new Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms: “Everyone has
the right to life, liberty and security of
the person and the right not to be de-
prived thereof, except in accordance
with the principles of fundamental
justice.” That is supposed to indicate
that teachers and principals simply
do not have the right to strap a child.

The article goes on to say that
when a child is hit by a strap, he defi-
nitely gives up security, the state of
being free from fear, anxiety, danger,
doubt or “something that gives or as-
sures safety and tranquility.” It there-
fore is not fundamental justice for
school authorities to hit a student in-
side the school, without the student’s
having access to a lawyer, an impar-
tial adult friend, a child expert, or a
fair hearing before a family court
judge. Hitting children in school is
also wrong because:

— it suggests that physical violence
is a suitable way of conduct;

— It takes away from children the op-
portunity of being shown an exam-
ple of more effective and humane
ways of handling problems;

— it causes students to feel hopeless
and humiliated;

— it’s just not plain nice and not very
loving.

So much for the editorial. I'm sure

that the strands of humanism can

easily be recognized by the reader. If

a child is put on a pedestal, or if the

position of a teacher is seen as being

merely the source of information

(equal in all ways to the students),

then the editorial would make sense.

However, in the Christian school a

different sense of purpose motivates

our actions. | am not suggesting that
we therefore have a licence for phys-
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ical punishment or even abuse. Per-
haps that should be looked at some-
what more closely in some of our
schools!!! The Word of God gives us
guidelines which define the proper
roles of teachers and students. It pro-
vides us with the meaning of such key
words as respect and discipline.

We might not have all the an-
swers in this respect, but, thankfully,
we do have the proper framework
which extends far beyond the bound-
aries of the Canadian Bill of Rights!

B. Private School Campaign

Another item from a local news-
paper provided some interesting
data. The Ontario Association of Al-
ternative and Independent Schools is
gearing up for a three-year campaign,
climaxing in the next provincial elec-
tion. The aim is to get “‘public money”
for private schools. At the moment,
five provincial governments in Cana-
da provide direct funding to alterna-
tive and independent schools. Others
give indirect support in the form of
grants for textbooks, audio-visual
equipment, or transportation. In On-
tario and New Brunswick, the educa-
tional tax dollar does not follow the
child.

The efforts of the OAAIS are
based on the fact that Canada sup-
ports the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights which states that parents
“have a prior right to choose the kind
of education that shall be given to
their children.” This choice, in On-
tario entails a financial penalty which
(to me) is most unfair. If the unique
Reformed character of our schools
can be maintained, and if the only
government requirement is inspec-
tion to ensure proper standards and
quality education (something that the
OAAIS aims for), then the work of this
organization is not only to be en-
couraged, but should also be financi-
ally supported!

C. How Canadians Grade
Their Schools

A poll taken last summer provid-
ed some interesting statistics about
the Canadian public school system.
One of the questions was: “What is
the single most important problem
facing public schools today?” The
answers were as follows:

— lack of discipline .......... 31%
— problems with teachers, difficulty
getting good teachers, teachers’

lack of interest ............ 17%
— lack of finances ........... 12%
— use of alcohol ordrugs ..... 11%

— poor curriculum, poor academic
standards ................ 10%
— overcrowding, lack of proper facili-
ties 5%
— lack of interest on the part of par-
entsand pupils ............ 4%
—other ............ ... ... 10%

Let’s change this question slightly.
What in your opinion, is the single
most important problem facing our
schools today? If | receive sufficient
response by March 15, a similar sur-
vey will be published in ‘“School
Crossing.” Please give this some
thought and mail a reply. I'm not look-
ing for long letters containing a num-
ber of grievances — just a few com-
ments will do.

- Until the next time, the Lord will-
ing!

NICK VANDOOREN
John Calvin School

607 Dynes Road
Burlington, ON L7N 2V4

Consulaat-Generaal
Der Nederlanden

CONSULATE GENERAL
OF THE NETHERLANDS
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Toronto, Ontario M5C 1C3
Phone: (416) 364-5443

OPSPORING ADRESSEN:

REILMAN, Andreus Antonius Jan, ge-
boren op 3 december 1918 te Gronin-
gen. Laastbekende adres Nederland:
Krocht 12 ZW, Haarlem. Naar Canada
vertrokken op 24 mei 1955.

SARS, C.B.H., geboren op 7 november
1938.

VERSCHOOR, Pieter, geboren op 30 janu-
ari 1918 te Rotterdam. Laatstbekende
adres: Taandersstraat 135, Rotterdam.
Naar Canada vertrokken op 24 april
1958.

De Consul-Generaal,
voor deze:-

Mevr. G. SCHNITZLER
Fgd. KANSELIER



BOOK ——REVIEW

Francis A. Schaeffer, A Christian Manifes-
to, Crossway Books, Westchester, IL,
1981, 157 pp., US $5.95. Reviewed by J. De-
Jong.

Although he insists that this work
grows out of all his former publications,
this new book by Francis Schaeffer is in
many ways quite different from anything
he has done before. While his former books
generally moved in the realm of philosophy
and the world of ideas, with this book
Schaeffer breaks into the world of law,
politics, and action. This book also an-
nounces the forthcoming publication of
his Complete Works and is thus obviously
intended to be taken as a final, definitive
statement of the author's position. In
terms of its detail and depth it is a better
book than his usual, particularly better
than his last book, How Should We Then
Live, which for all its good points, faltered
on the first page by not accurately repro-
ducing the sense of the Bible passage
quoted in the title.* That type of slip is per-
haps characteristic of Schaeffer: he tends
to work with ideas and concepts much
more than he works with the Bible, and pre-
fers to expose the poverty of humanism
rather than the riches of the gospel. That,
to a certain extent, is also true of this
book.

That Schaeffer wants to make his fi-
nal statement an imperative rather than
either an indicative or an interrogative is
clear from the title of the book, apparently
chosen in response to the publication of
three humanist manifestos since Marx
and Engels wrote their Communist Mani-
fest in 1847. As an expatriate analyzing
the developments in his former homeland,
Schaeffer states that America is now at
the crossroads, and the time is coming to
act. The original Judeo-Christian founda-
tion of the country has given way to a ma-
terialistic concept of reality, and unless
effective protest is soon forthcoming, the
country will fall into the grips of elitist au-
thoritarianism.

Thus Schaeffer is attempting to de-
fine and awaken Christians to what he
calls the bottom line for both concerted
protest and the use of force against the
authorities. Listening to Schaeffer justify
the duty to disobey the state and practice
civil disobedience makes for interesting
reading, since it not only shows us a little
more of Schaeffer's own background, but
also presents us with a Christian defense
of the American Revolution — something
which Reformed Canadians are not used
to hearing. Schaeffer draws his line of the
Reformation from John Knox to the Scot-
tish Covenanter Samuel Rutherford, and
from him to the more secular John Locke
and the authors of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. As he puts it, the basic thesis

of both Knox and more especially Ruther-
ford was that if a law is wrong you must
disobey it, and any state or office which
acts contrary to God’s law abrogates its
authority. It need no longer be obeyed.
And, says Schaeffer, this is the point we
are coming to in America today.

While one may raise some objections
to the way Schaeffer looks at the Ameri-
can Revolution, he does present an argu-
ment worth listening to. The problems of
civil disobedience and the limits of au-
thority are simply too complex to rule out
all active resistance. For example, one
cannot conclude that Knox was a revolu-
tionary because of his occasional fiery
outbursts; and the history of the struggle
for religious freedom in The Netherlands
also has its dark pages. But one would
have expected Schaeffer to present a
clearer Scriptural argument for his posi-
tion, for example, by explaining Paul’s
words in Romans 13:1-7. And one can
raise serious questions about the jump
from Knox’s and Rutherford’s day to our
own, as if the social and political condi-
tions are just as bad as they were then.

It is this rather remarkable turn in the
book that makes one ask, “Where is Schaef-
fer going with this book?” Is this manifes-
to a necessary and legitimate call to arms,
or is this simply an attempt by Schaeffer
to capitalize on the present swing among
evangelicals to the concerns of social jus-
tice, politics, and the poor? That we all
have a duty to speak up is clear, but to call
for civil disobedience and the use of force
in self-defence seems decidedly remote
today — at least in our country.

In this connection it might be worth-
while to note that the Reformed confes-
sions specifically raise the point of civil
disobedience with regard to the regular
meeting together of God’s people in pub-
lic worship — a point Schaeffer has never
been too strong.on. In our confession (Bel-
gic Confession, Art. 28, 37), civil disobedi-
ence always arises in connection with
obedience to the yoke of Christ, particu-
larly in His church-gathering work. If this
theme had occupied a more important
place in Schaeffer’'s views, perhaps his
manifesto would not have had such a mixed
and confusing sound. As it is, Schaeffer’s
final statement falls flat and leaves the
Reformed believer without clear guidance.
In terms of its historical material, how-
ever, this book is quite interesting and
worthy of further consideration and study.

*In Ezek. 33:10, the people of Israel are really
saying, “How can we live,” i.e. they feel further
life is hardly possible for them under the weight
of punishment and transgression. In their de-
spair they do not see the way, but the LORD
shows them the way, v. 11.

Letter
to the Editor

Dear Mr. Editor,

When some one in our circle cele-
brates an anniversary or a birthday, often
it is said to him or her: “Now brother, sis-
ter, | wish you many, many more years!”’
When it is a 25 or 30 years anniversary, it
sometimes is said: ““l wish you another 25
or 30 more years!”

When | read or hear such a wish, | of-
ten wonder: ““Is this phrasing scriptural?”
We certainly wish our brothers and sisters
all the best and | for one always will be
glad to belong to the wellwishers. But |
doubt if the wording above mentioned is
correct.

As church of Jesus Christ we always
must look forward to the Lord’s coming. In
the book of Revelation the apostle John
writes: 22:7, 12: ““And behold, | am coming
soon.” In verse 17: “The Spirit and the
Bride say: ““Come.” Verse 20: “Surely | am
coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”

In all these words the longing and the
promise for the coming of our Lord is ex-
pressed. And do we not often say, that the
footsteps of our coming Lord can be
heard in wars and calamities in the world
around us? In the light of these Bible
words | repeat my question: “Is it scriptur-
al to wish to our brothers and sisters that
the coming of the Lord should be post-
poned for at least another 25 or 30 years?”’

Now it would be very rude, when on
the wedding day of a young couple, who
together look forward to a happy married
life, on the reception after the church ser-
vice, we would say to them: “Well, folks,
congratulations with this day, but | hope,
that it will not last long, and that your mar-
riage soon will be dissolved!”

| believe that it would be better to say
e.g.: “Congratulations with this day, and |
hope, that the Lord will give you a happy
married life together.” | believe that a
wish in that vein will be closer to the Scrip-
tures than we often express ourselves.

“But of that day and hour no one
knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but the Father only.” Matt. 24:36.

JOHN DE HAAS Sr.,
21753 - 52 Ave,
Langley, B.C.

Advertise
in
CLARION
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PRESS RELEASE

Classis of the Canadian Reformed Church-
es in Alberta and Manitoba, held on No-

vember 16 and 17, 1982, in Edmonton,
Alberta.

Art. 1.

After opening on behalf of the con-
vening Church at Calgary and examination
of the credentials, Classis is constituted.
Executive Committee:

Rev. D. Dedong — chairman
Rev. J.D. Wielenga — vice-chairman
Rev. S. De Bruin — clerk

Art. 2.

Signing of the Classical Subscription
Form by Rev. M. Van Beveren, newly in-
stalled minister of the Providence Cana-
dian Reformed Church at Edmonton.

Art. 3 Reports.

1. Committee for Financial aid to Stu-
dents for the Ministry.
Per capita contribution will have to go to
the $5-6 level to cover the increased
need. Committee members T. Vanden-
brink and S. Tuininga are no longer avail-
able for reappointment.

2. Committee for Needy Churches.
A request for support to the amount of
$2150 is granted.

3. Inspection of Classical Archives.
The Immanuel Church at Edmonton re-
ports that the archives are in good order.

Art. 4 Instructions.

The Church at Neerlandia requests
pulpit supply, with a restriction to one of
the ministers of Classis. This request is
declared inadmissable on the ground of
Art. 46, C.O.

Art. 5. Closed Session.
a. Advice is given in a discipline case.
b. A decision is made in a matter of

appeal.
c. Areport on a special church visit is

adopted.

Art. 6.
Convening Church for the next Clas-

sis, to be held on Tuesday, March 15, 1983:
the Church at Carman, Manitoba. Sug-
gested officers:

Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar — chairman

Rev. D. DeJong — vice-chairman

Rev. J.D. Wielenga — clerk

Art. 7. Appointments.

a. Classical Treasurer: br. A. Nauta is re-,

appointed.

b. For auditing the books of the Classical
Treasurer: Edmonton (Providence)
Church is reappointed.

c. For the care of the Classical Archives:
Edmonton (Providence) Church is reap-
pointed.

d. For the inspection of the Classical Ar-
chives: Edmonton (Immanuel) Church
is reappointed.

e. Rev. M. Van Beveren is appointed as
church visitor, taking the place of Rev.
J. Van Rietschoten, who was called to
another classical resort. (The present
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church visitors are Rev. De Bruin, Rev.
Dedong, Rev. Van Beveren, and Rev.
Wielenga).

f. Committee for Examination (Art. 4,
C.0.): Rev. Dedong and Rev. Van Bever-
en.

g. Examiners for Examinations:

Rev. Dedong and

Rev. Van Beveren— for the sermon
Rev. Van Beveren — for Old Testa-
ment Exegesis
— for New Testa-
ment Exegesis
— for Knowledge
Holy Scripture

Rev. De Bruin

Rev. Wielenga

Rev. DedJong — for Doctrine
and Creeds

Rev. Berends — for Church
History

Rev. Van Beveren — for Ethics

Rev. Wielenga — for Church
Polity

— for Diaconiol-

ogical Subjects

h. Committee for Financial Aid to Stu-
dents for the Ministry: br. C. Veldkamp
is reappointed. In the place of the brs.
T.Vandenbrink and S. Tuininga the brs.
A.L. Hamoen and W. Vogelzang are ap-
pointed.

i. Committee for Aid to Needy Churches:
the brs W. Gortemaker and P. Groen-
wold are reappointed and br. J. Hart-
hoorn is appointed to take the place of
br. C. Poppe.

j. As deputies for contact with the
Governments of Alberta and Manitoba,
Rev. Dedong is reappointed for Alberta
and Rev. Berends is appointed for Man-
itoba.

Art. 8.
Classis is closed.

Rev. De Bruin

For Classis,
J.D. WIELENGA

PRESS RELEASE

Meeting of the Executive Committee of
the Board of Governors of the Canadian
Reformed Teachers’ College Association
Jan. 21, 1983.

The chairman, G. Nordeman, opens
the meeting in the usual Christian man-
ner. The minutes of the Dec. 17, 1982,
meeting are adopted, and business aris-
ing from these is dealt with.

Outgoing correspondence is read.
Among the incoming mail is a letter from
Mr. A. Witten in which he informs the
Board that he accepts his appointment
as full-time lecturer as of Sept. 1, 1983.

Again the treasurer has submitted
his monthly financial report for the Board’s
review. We may thankfully conclude that
the income comes in steadily and is suf-
ficient to meet the present expenses. In-
cluded in the income were two sizable
anonymous donations; these are grate-
fully received.

The principal also presents his report.
It appears that enough interest is shown

for the lectures by Prof. Dr. J. Faber and
therefore these will commence as sched-
uled Jan. 28, 1983. Mr. VanderVen further
reports that some enquiries for enroll-
ment for the 1983-1984 schoo! year have
already been received for both the one-
year and the three-year courses.

Remuneration for part-time teachers
was again discussed. A formula was
developed that appears to be fair for all
concerned. This formula takes into con-
sideration the number of lecture hours
and the qualifications and experience of
the lecturers. This formula is adopted
retroactive to Sept. 1, 1982.

On the agenda is the proposal to
change Article VI of the Constitution
changing the present wording “Enroll-
ment is open to members of Canadian
Reformed Churches. Enroliment of others
is subject to the approval of the Board of
Governors” to “Enrollment is open to
members of Canadian Reformed Church-
es and sister Churches.” All governors
were polled by registered mail regarding
this. The proposal is defeated since the
required 2/3 majority is not obtained.

The date for the annual meeting is
set for Apr. 9, 1983. A provisional agenda
will be sent to all governors. The next
meeting of the executive committee is set
for Feb. 18, 1983, D.V. The meeting is
adjourned and closed in prayer.

On behalf of the Executive Committee,
C.J. NOBELS

News

CALLED to Ebenezer Canadian
Reformed Church of Burlington, ON

REV. D. DEJONG
of Calgary, AB

CALLED to Orangeville, ON
REV. M. WERKMAN
of Lincoln, ON

ADDRESS of the
Canadian Reformed Church
of Burlington South

P.O. Box 433
Burlington ON L7R 3Y3

ADDRESS of the
Providence Canadian
Reformed Church
Box 3235, Station D
Edmonton, AB T5L 4J1

ADDRESS CHANGE:

Rev. C. Van Spronsen
1214 Manitoba Street
Box 3868
Smithers, BC V0J 2NO
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Hello Busy Beavers,

Are you looking forward to spring?

And the spring break of course!

We liked the snow, and now we like to watch spring
come back.

Keep your eyes and ears open!

In the meantime here are things for you to do while
you're inside.

Have fun, Busy Beavers.

Keep busy!

* *x *

But first let’s wish all the Busy Beavers celebrating
their birthday in March, a very happy day and many happy
returns!

May the Lord bless and keep you all in the year
ahead.

And here’s hoping too, that you have a wonderful
time celebrating with your family and friends!

March

Lyan Van Ellenberg March 4 Joanne Doekes  March 15
Yolanda Van Spronsen 4 Debbie Aikema 23
Anne-Marie Jonker 6 Melanie Werkman 23
Gerald Schoon 7 Wayne Breukelman 26
Gwendolyn Werkman 11 Irene Hoeksema 27
Nancy Lodder 14 Gordon Van Woudenberg 28

Jane Wiegers 31

Here’s a good game to play at your birthday party. Or
anytime, really!

Here’s how to play it:

Choose a timekeeper. The timekeeper can also play.

Give each player a sheet of notebook paper. Have
each player draw a chart with 25 boxes as shown below.

Tell the players to write the word GAMES above their
chart, one letter to a column.

Decide on five categories such as: food, animals,
cities, jobs, flowers. Players write one category to the left
of each row of boxes.

When the timekeeper says “Go!” each player writes
down the names of things that belong in the categories.
The names go in the boxes. Each name must begin with
the letter that shows at the top of the column.

After ten minutes, the timekeeper calls “Stop!” The
player who has written the most names wins the game.

For variety, change categories or write a different
word accross the top. Use the chart below for an ex-
ample.

Bodies Gulf of Atlantic Mediterranean| Euphrates Sea of
of Water |St. Lawrence Ocean Sea River Galilee
First Gail Alice Mary Edith Suzy
Names Greg Adam Mike Edward Sean

Sports
and goif anagrams maze eights sailing
Games
Mammals giraffe antelope monkey elephant seal
Countries Ghana Australia Mexico Egypt Scotland

- From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beavers Club James
Teitsma. We are very happy to have you join us.

; We hope you will like joining in all our Busy
Beaver fun! Do you practise your piano every day,
James? Thanks for your letter. Write again soon!

Hello Mary-Ann Van Woudenberg. It was nice to hear
from you again. Sounds to me as if your family had lots of
fun visiting, Mary-Ann. How is school coming? Are you
making anything in sewing class? And have you had any
snow yet?

QUIZ TIME
Bible Matching Quiz

1. | am slow of speech, and of a slow

tongue. a. Abraham
2. lam___ your brother, whom

ye sold into Egypt. b. Isaiah
3. | am a brother to dragons, and a com-

panion to owils. c. Paul
4. | am cast out of thy sight; yet | will look

again toward thy holy temple. d. Moses
5. lam at the point to die; and what profit

shall this birthright do to me? e. Solomon
6. lam verily a man which am a Jew, born

in Tarsus .. .. f. Jeremiah
7. lam a man that hath seen affliction by

the rod of his wrath. g. Joseph
8. | am ... of a sorrowful spirit. | have

drunk neither wine nor strong drink ... h. Job
9. | am distressed for thee, my brother

Jonathan. i. Hannah
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10. | am but a little child Give

therefore thy servant an understanding - — —

heart . ... j. Esau 13 16 10 24
11. | am undone; because | am a man of

unclean lips. k. David 2 1 3 19 11
12. | am a stranger and sojourner with you;

give me possession of a burying place -

withyou.... I. Jonah 10 17 10 9 25
CODE Quiz

by Busy Beaver Nicole De Haas
A B CDEF GH I J K L M
2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26
Last chance!

N O P QR S TUV WX 'Y Z Bye for now.
1 83 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 25 23

s 16

18 1 14

(®) 2L @ Lt
@06 M8 @WzzO9Ms WY We®ZTME: L
zinp buryosiew a|qrg o} siemsuy

Send in your entries to our Quiz Contest before the
end of FEBRUARY, Busy Beavers.

Yours,
Aunt Betty

Acknowledging the guiding
hand of our Heavenly Father in
our lives, we:

IRENE VANDEBURGT

and
STAN VIERSEN

announce our engagement.
January 28, 1983
2789 Mt. Lehman Rd.
R.R. 1 Abbotsford, BC V2S 1M3

Box 54
Neerlandia, AB TOG 1R0

Our heavenly Father once again
richly blessed our family with
the birth of a healthy daughter,
whom we have named:

HEATHER JOANNE
Born: February 1, 1983
A sister for Amanda Joy
Len and Brenda Lodder
(nee Stienstra)

R.R. 1
Arthur, ON NOG 1A0

With great thankfulness to the
Lord we announce the birth of
our son:

JEREMY CHARLES

Born: January 12, 1983
A brother for: Scott, William,
Jenny and Marija
Charles and Wilma VanDam
(nee Visscher)
R.R. 1
Freelton, ON LOR 1KO

With great joy and thankfulness
to the Lord, who has made
everything well, we are happy to
announce the birth of:

BRENDA MICHELLE

Born: January 12, 1983
A sister for: Jeremy, Bryan and
Aaron
Art and Mary Grim
8237 - 116A Street
Delta, BC V4C 5Z1

The Lord has richly blessed our
marriage again by the birth of
our son:

HENDRIK ERIC
Born: January 17, 1983
A brother for: Joanne
Berend and Rika Bouwman
(nee Schoenmakers)
5 Lincoln Crescent
Guelph, ON N1E 1Y7

With thankfulness to the Lord,
the Giver of life, we announce
the birth of our son:

BRUCE WILLIAM

Born: December 8, 1982
A brother for: Jacqueline, Martin
Nicky and Bert
Nick and Betsy Nyenhuis
(nee Slomp)
568 Mohawk Road West
Hamilton, ON L9C 1X6

Psalm 105:1-3

With thankfulness to the Lord
who has entrusted into our care,
one of His covenant children,
we announce the birth of our
daughter:

SARAH BENITA

Born: February 1, 1983
Willem and Margaret Nobel
(nee Schoon)
360 Dowling Avenue East
Winnipeg, MB R2C 3M5

Praise the LORD! For it is good
to sing praises to our God; for
He is gracious, and a song of
praise is seemly.  Psalm 147:1

Born: January 17, 1983:
JAMES DANIEL
A brother for: Andria, Kirstin,
Sara and Jonathan
John and Sita Vanderpol
(nee dedong)
17875 - 96 Avenue
Surrey, BC V3T 4W2

With thankfulness to the Lord,
Who has made all things well,
we are pleased to announce the
birth of our second child, a son:
LUCAS JONATHAN

Born: January 5, 1983
A brother for: Jessica Rachel
John and Janet Vandenberg
(nee DeWit)
R.R. 6, Site 3, Box 18
Edmonton, AB T5B 4K3
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With great joy and thankfulness
to our heavenly Father, who
blessed us with a healthy baby
girl, we announce the birth of:

ROSALIE JOYCE KRABBENDAM

Born on: February 1, 1983
A sister for: Alisa

Mike and May Krabbendam
58510 Laidlaw Road

R.R. 2

Hope, BC VOX 1L0

With thankfulness to the Lord
Who has made everything well
we announce the birth of our
first child, a daughter:

BRENDA JOAN

John and Betty Dalhuisen

Box 1927
Fort MacLeod, AB TOL 0Z0

With thankfulness to the Lord,
who made it possible, we now
may call:

JACK MARTIN ANDREW

our son.
Born: August 23, 1972

He received the visible sign of
God’s covenant on Sunday De-
cember 5th, 1982.

Adrian and Johanna Dieleman
Joanne and Henry
Deny
Adrian
Peter
Paul
Albert
Sam

307 Connaught Avenue
Willowdale, ON M2R 2M1

With thanks to God, the Creator
of all that lives, we announce
the birth of our daughter and
sister:
DIANA
Peter and Ellie Buist-Nyenhuis
Irene, Karin

January 11, 1983

14-D Woodvale Green
Nepean, ON K2G 4G8

With thankfulness to the Lord,
we announce the birth of our
second child, a son

SHANE WESLEY
He was born on February 11, 1983
A brother for Sacha

Remmie and Linda VanderVegte
(nee Toet)
R.R. 1

Grand Valley, ON LON 1G0

With thankfulness to the Lord, we:

MONICA ANN
and
CARL PETER
together with our parents:
Mr and Mrs. A. Viersen
and
Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Oosterhoff
would like to announce our forthcoming marriage
which will take place the Lord willing, on March 4,
1983, in the Canadian Reformed Church of Neerlan-
dia, Alberta.
Rev. M.C. Werkman officiating

Future address:
Box 139, Neerlandia AB TOG 1R0

Rudy and Mary Boeve
and
Pete and May Boes
are pleased to announce the marriage of their chil-
dren:
BONNIE

and

RON
To take place the Lord willing on Friday, February 4,

1983, in the Canadian Reformed Church at Chilli-
wack, BC.

Rev. C. Bouwman officiating

Future address:
2020 Tolmie Road, R.R. 1, Yarrow, BC V0OX 2A0

1928 — March 8 — 1983
Thankful to the Lord, we hope to celebrate, the
Lord willing, the 55th Wedding Anniversary of our
dear parents, grandparents and great-grandpar-
ents:

HISKE LEFFERS
and
SJOERDTJE LEFFERS (nee Bakker)

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised.
Ps. 48:1a

Griet and Jan van Dyk
Jake and Annet Leffers
Klaas and Jackie Leffers
George and Sophie Leffers
John and Jane Leffers
Maggie and Hank Hofsink
Mary and Dirk Kok

Andy and Helen Leffers
41 grandchildren

10 great-grandchildren
Box 922, Coaldale, AB

Coaldale, AB:
Edmonton, AB:
Iron Springs, AB:
Houston, BC:
Iron Springs, AB:
Coaldale, AB:

The League of men’s societies in Ontario invites
you to attend their annual league day on Saturday,
March 26, 1983 in the Canadian Reformed Church at
Lincoln, ON.

Starting at 10:00 A.M.

The quest speaker will be Rev. M. Werkman who
plans to speak on “Marriage and Divorce.”

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND.
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The Board of John Calvin School of Yarrow, BC in-
vites applications for the position of:

TWO TEACHERS

for the lower grades starting September 1, 1983.
For information contact:
Mr. H. DeRaad, Principal
John Calvin School
Box 228

Yarrow, BC VOX 2A0
Forward application to the Board of John Calvin
School at the above mentioned address.

DON’T BUY
INSURANCE UNTIL YOU CHECK WITH US
LIFE, NON-SMOKERS LESS 30%-60%

“All Lines of Insurance’’:
Home, Car, Business, Life, Group, etc.
Serving the Golden Horseshoe.

HOFSINK

Insurance Broker
Box 1145 “B,” Burlington, Ontario L7P 3S9

JOHN H. HOFSINK (416) 634-0672

The John Calvin School of Burlington, Ontario is in
need of:
TEACHERS

for the 1983/1984 school year.
For further information please contact the princi-
pal:
Mr. N. VanDooren
607 Dynes Road
Burlington, Ontario
Phone (416) 634-8015

Residence: 19 Niska Drive
Waterdown, Ontario
Phone (416) 689-5000
Applications should be forwarded to the secretary:
Mr. L. Jagt
21 Carl Crescent
R.R. 1
Waterdown Ontario LOR 2HO

TEACHERS REQUIRED

The Board of Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School
of Chatham, Ontario invites applications for teach-
ing positions in the school year 83/84.

Applications for elementary and Junior High grades
(7-10) will be considered.
Inquiries should be directed to the principal:

Mr. J.A. Roukema
clo Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School
485 McNaughton Avenue, East
Chatham, ON N7L 2H2
Applications should be sent to the Education Com-
mittee Chairman:

Mr. C.J. Wiersma

165 Goldpark Road
Chatham, ON N7L 4X9

The Board of the Ebenezer Canadian Reformed
School of Smithers, BC invites applications for the
position of:

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
'l(\;l) tehach the following subjects: Geography, French,
ath.
Duties to commence September 1983.
For information please contact:
W. Kanis, Principal
Box 3700

Smithers, BC
Phone: (604) 847-3492
Direct your application to:
The Board of Ebenezer C.R.S.
clo Pete De Jonge

Box 3700
Smithers, BC V0J 2NO

The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Soci-
ety of Watford and District invites applications for:
PRINCIPAL-TEACHER
AND
PRIMARY GRADE TEACHER

Duties to commence September 1983.
Applications should be sent to the chairman of the
Education Committee:

B. Dokter

Box 588, Wyoming, ON NON 1TO
Phone (519) 845-0208

The Emmanuel Christian High School of Fergus/
Guelph, Ontario, is in need of a:

TEACHER

for the 1983/84 school year.

The position can be filled by one full time or two
part-time teachers. Instruction will be in Grades
7-10 for the following subjects:

French

Art

Typing

Home Economics
For further information or application, please con-
tact the principal:

Mr. J. VanDooren
57 Suffolk Street West
Guelph, ON N1H 2J1
School Phone: (519) 836-1160
Home Phone: (519) 836-3809
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The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Soci-
ety London and district invites applications for the
position of a:
TEACHER
for Grades 5 to 8.
Duties to commence September 1983
Depending on applicant’s qualifications, principal
duties may be included in this position.
Inquiries and applications should be directed to the
chairman of the Education Committee:
Mr. F. Oostdyk
368 Highview Ave. E. London, ON N6C 5G8
Phone: (519) 681-3035

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Carman
Inc. is in need of a:
TEACHER
for Grade 1.
For further information contact the principal:
C. Meliefste
Box 908

Carman, MB ROG 0J0O

Phone: (204) 745-2663
Please send applications to the Secretary:

F. De Wit
Box 27 Carman, MB ROG 0J0
Phone: (204) 745-3270

AMSTERDAM
™ %499

3 GOOD REASONS TO BOOK WITH US

1. THE PRICE: $499 and up. speaks for itself

2. THE DESTINATION: Amsterdam, the gateway to Europe. We get you there
direct, non stop, just the way you want it

3. LONDON TRAVEL /Martinair: a reputable, dependable agent combines talent
with a reputable,/dependable charter airline to bring you the best of both worlds
— price and quality

VIA MARTINAIR

Quality charter fiights, full meal service, complimentary bar, wide body DC10 non
stop flights depart Tuesday starting April 5 and a second Friday flight starting May
27

What a Choice all you need to do is pick your Toronto - Amsterdam date. then select
your Amsterdam - Toronto return date and the combination of the two prices will give
you your total fare Example: departing May 3 returning May 24 costs $584

TORONTO/AMSTERDAM

INSURANCE

780 KING STREET EAST

HAMILTON, ONTARIO
(416) 522-6200

FOR ALLROUND PROTECTION

Ca// jmy toc[ag./
Kes. (416) 387-0247

DEPART

RETURN

April 5,19, 26
May 3,10

Apr 18,25
May 2,9

May 17,24 27, 31 $300
June 3,7,10, 14

Sept 13,16, 20, 23,27, 30

Oct. 7,14, 21,28

June 17,21, 24,28 $330
Aug 9.12,16. 19, 23, 26, 30
Sept 2.6, 9

May 17,24, 27, 31 $299
June 3,7,10.14,17.21,24 28
July 1.5

Sept. 20, 23,27, 30

Oct. 7, 14,21, 28

July 1.5.8,12,15,19, $350
22,26,29

July 8,12, 15,19, 22,

26, 29

Aua. 2,5,9,12,16,19,23
26.30

Sept 2

Aug. 2.5 Sept. 6,9, 13,16 $329

SPECIAL $499 FLIGHTS

That's right, only $499 for special long stay flights. Valid for departures on
April 5, 19, May 27, and June 3 — with a choice of return dates: Sept. 20,
27.0ct. 21,28

Conditions: Pay $100 deposit at time of booking, balance due 42 days
prior to departure. Rebooking Fee: $15 up to 7 days prior to departure.
$62.50 for changing return flight while overseas. Depart. Taxes: $21 pp.
Cancellation Penalty: $100 up to 7 days before departure, thereafter full
amount. Children Fare: children ages 2 - 11 yrs. incl. pay $549 for all
departures. Infants under 2 yrs. travel free

c2)0'5 (3);F‘?Rh0 ST& /' LONDON TRAVEL
(s19)672.3161 =  SERVICE LTD.

YOUR AMSTERDAM CONNECTION FOR '83

Student needs work in the Electronic/Electrical
field.
| will be available May, 1983 for either four or eight
months.

Albert Tenhage

791 Wharncliffe Rd. S.
London, Ontario
N6J 2N8

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Neerlan-
dia, AB is in need of a:

TEACHER

to fill a position in a three grades combination.
Duties to commence September 1, 1983
Information regarding this school may be obtained
from the principal:
Mr. J. Hoekstra
Box 10  Neerlandia, AB TOG 1R0
Applications should be sent to:
The Secretary
Canadian Reformed School Society
Box 67 Neerlandia, AB TOG 1R0
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Korte Verklaring

[0 Genesis by Aalders $29.95 $14.95
0 Exodus by Gispen $19.95 $9.95
O Leviticus by A. Noordtzij $19.95 $12.95

Bestselling, Wholesome,
Christian Novels by Janette Oke

UJ Love Comes Softly $545 $2.95
O Love’s Enduring Promise $545 $2.95
O Love’s Long Journey $545 $2.95
[J Once Upon a Summer $SA'§ $2.95

New from Paideia Press

[J S.0.S. by K. Norel $4.95 $2.95
[0 Zarco, the Explorer by K. Norel $4.95 $2.95
[J Scout: the Mystery of the

Abandoned Mill by Piet Prins $4.95 $2.95
[ Boris by Jaap ter Haar $3.95 $2.95
[J The Black Phantom of Raven-

hurst by W.G. Vandehulst $4.95 $2.95

[0 The Search for Sheltie
by Piet Prins $4.95 $2.95
O Package Deal—All 6 Titles $28-70° $15.00

An excellent book for use as a fund-raiser
by schools, societies, churches, etc.

O Dutch Cooking

Bargains, Bargains, Bargains!
[J Paul and the World’s Most

Famous Letters—Cl., il., maps $585 $1.95
[J The Social and Ethical Thought

of C.S. Lewis $8.95 $1.95
[J Unvanquished Puritan—A Portrait of

Lyman Beecher (cloth) $945 $1.95
[J A Severe Mercy by Sheldon

Vanauken—Beautiful clothbound

and illustrated edition $1645 $4.95
[J The Pope in America,

A Pictorial Record $995  $2.95
[J Handful of Dominoes

by Johnson (novel) $295 $1.00
[J Code Name Sebastian

by Johnson (novel) $}x9'5/ $1.00
[J Looking at Historic Buildings

in Holland (a picture book) ~ $1345 $9.95
O Solzhenitsyn, the Moral Vision  $895 $4.95

Build a Library and Save, Save, Save!

Books by Edith Schaeffer

[0 The Tapestry $24.25 $16.95
[J A Way of Seeing $305 $5.95
U The Hidden Art of Homemaking $9.00 $5.95
(0 What Is a Family $8405 $5.95

Fantastic
Winter Book Sale

Special, Special, Special!
Children’s Books and Records

[J The Princess and Curdie

by G. MacDonald, cl. $855 $2.9:
[J The Princess and the Goblin

by G. MacDonald, cl. $8.95 $2.9:
[J The Pilgrim’s Progress

in Modern English, cl. $895 $2.9
[J Magician’s Bane

by Charles Beamer, cl. $995 $1.5
[ Lightning in the Bottle

by Charles Beamer, cl. $1150 $1.9
[J Life of Moses (Pop-Up Book) $495 $1.9
UJ Peanuts Giant Activity Book $895 $3.9
O Snoopy Giant Activity Book (1) $385 $1.9
UJ Snoopy Giant Activity Book (2) $3.95 $1.9
[J The Nelson Children’s Bible

by Pat Alexander $895 $3.9
Papa John’s Musical Garden
UJ Record or [J Cassette $995 $4.9

Making Friends (Papa John, Vol. 2)

0 Record or [J Cassette $995 $4.9
Reflections—Heather & Helen
[J Record or [J Cassette $995 $4.9

How would John Calvin have interpreted the text?

by Heleen Halverhout $695 $3.95
Books about Holland )
O Looking at Historic Buildings ” m
in Holland $1945 $9.95
[J Kijken naar monumenten _ b . .
in Nederland Vol. 1 31945 $9.95 Save At an unbelievable price
0O Kijken naar monumenten Weighs 60 1
in Nederland Vol. 2 $19:85 $9.95 $300.00 g bs.
Novels
(] You Only Live Once _cl@@.. L 0 g | e el iR e 5B
by Anne DeVries $7.95 $3.49
[J Faith and Victory in Dachau
by J. Overduin $795 $3.49
Books by Grace Irwin
[J Andrew Connington $495 $2.50
O Contend with Horses $195 $3.50
O Least of All Saints $495 $2.50 _
O Servant of Slaves $625  $3.50 %
O The Seventh Earl $8495 $3.95 o - . ™=
O Special Package Deal — Deluxe Edition — 45 Volumes in 22 Bindings
All Five Titles $33775 $10.00 . . .
Build Your Grace Irwin Library Overnight! Sale Price $199.00 List Price $M
Send order to: [] Shipping and handling: Add 15% or $1.50, whichever is greater
J Cheque Enclosed [J MASTERCARD O VIS
The Name Account Number
Bo o k Street Interbank No. Expiration Date
City (MasterCard only)
M Y
ano r Prov./State Code Signature (order must be signed to be accepted)
ML - Ve T A cance TV D, EAN T nmdaee Cénbinm MNutania Nanada TOD 1QN0N Talanhanas (41R) RAY_ K710



