


General Synod Cloverdale 1983

Welcoming Address

This is the Welcoming Address which
the Rev. W.W.J. VanOene, chairman of
General Synod Cloverdale, spoke to the
delegates of the Reformed Churches in
The Netherlands, and of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church.

According to the Synodical Guide-
lines which will be discussed further this
evening, it is the task of the chairman to
welcome any guests that may merit spe-
cial mention. As far as this is concerned,
we do have some here who deserve this.

Present here from the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church is the Rev. Jack J.
Peterson; and from the Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland, the Rev. Dr. K. Ded-
dens and the Rev. J. de Gelder. These
brethren are here, having been invited to
represent the communities that sent
them. We are thankful for the fact that we
are deemed worthy to be honoured with
their presence. They are accustomed to
far larger broadest assemblies than the
one they are visiting right now. Although
they are not members of this assembly,
they are here, they are most welcome,
and will attend our sessions for the time
they are here in such a manner that we
may benefit from their wisdom and in-
sight. Their arrival has boosted our num-
ber by almost twenty per cent.

What is a group of sixteen or nine-
teen men in the eyes of the world? What
impact on the life, on the weal and woe
of country and nation, can this group
have, representing a mere 10,000 people,
half of whom are in the age-bracket of
children, of babes and sucklings, and
therefore do not rate?

When we realize that we are only a
very small segment of the population, we
appreciate it the more that there are
others who do not think it below their
standing to send some to bring greetings
from afar. The only reason why they are
doing this must be that they see some-
thing in us that others don’t see. It is the
grace bestowed upon us by our faithful
God and Father, the grace by which we
are allowed to be His people, the Church
of the Lord Jesus Christ. If this had not
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been the case, why would their commu-
nities have sent them, and why would the
brethren have made the sacrifice of com-
ing here? We thank our God for His grace
upon us in your presence, brethren, and
thank you for coming.

The relationship with the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church is not the same as
that with the Reformed Churches in The
Netherlands. Our bonds with the latter are
those of full sister churches, whereas the
relation with the former is of a temporary
nature. When the Synod of Coaldale 1977
dealt with the matter of contact with the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, it decid-
ed to “offer the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church a temporary relationship called
‘ecclesiastical contact.” ’ The intention of
a ‘‘temporary relationship’ is that it be-
comes permanent or, if there are urgent
reasons for doing so, that it is broken off.

We cannot deny that there are grave
concerns on our part as far as this becom-
ing permanent is concerned, and the Rev.
Peterson will be even more aware of
those points than we are. It will be of great
interest to him to attend the discussion
of the report of Committee Il regarding the
continuation of our contact. It is our sin-

cere wish that it may become very evident
from all we say and decide that the pur-
ity of doctrine and the sanctity of life are
our main concern. If the marks of the
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ can no
longer be found with our communities, we
have lost our reason for existing.

As for the brethren from The Neth-
erlands, we have a special reason to wel-
come them. This reason is not in the first
place a financial matter, although there
is a financial aspect to it. We would have
invited Dr. Deddens anyway to come over
and meet us; now our Dutch sister
churches were so kind as to foot the bill.
It goes without saying that originally this
was not their intention.

| do not know whether Dr. Deddens
has already been appointed as our fourth
full-time professor. | do know that we have
instructed the Board of Governors to
make this appointment. | do not know for
sure whether Dr. Deddens, having re-
ceived the appointment, has already ac-
cepted it. We would like to have your de-
cision by November 25. What | do know
is that personally | am looking forward to
working with Dr. Deddens at our College.
I did not know him personally before he
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came out here, but | may say that the con-
tact we have had so far has been most
pleasant.

Dr. Deddens, it will not be taken i
of me when | say that we are happy for
your willingness to consider the appoint-
ment. There was — as everyone knows
— some contact between you and the
Faculty as well as between you and the
Board of Governors prior to the proposal
made to General Synod to appoint you at
our College. This institution has the love
of our heart; it is borne by the dedication
and prayers of God’s people,and it is as
much an honour for you to be considered

for a professorate as it is for the College
to have you teach at it. What we were
looking for was someone who is academ-
ically qualified and who is absolutely faith-
ful to the King of the Church adhering to
the truth of God’s Word, leaning neither
to the left nor to the right, but going the
straight path which our God has pointed
out. We are convinced that we have found
such a man in you, and it is our sincere
wish and heartfelt prayer that the Lord our
God may strengthen and encourage you
to take up the task at our College once
you have made your decision known to
us.

| consider it a great honour that | may
welcome you as our fourth profes-
sor-designate. In 1968, at the Synod of
Orangeville, it was my equally great priv-
ilege to welcome and greet the first ap-
pointees for the College-to-be-estab-
lished. We can only marvel at the good-
ness and mercy of our God who caused
this College to become and remain a
blessing to Christ's Churches. Him we
praise.

May your work be a tactor in the con-
tinuation of this institution and the Lord’s
blessing upon it.

W.W.J. VANOENE

Dr. K. Deddens’ Address to the
General Synod of Cloverdale

Beloved Brothers in the Lord,
Delegates to this Synod!

It is a great pleasure to me, Mr.
Chairman, that you gave me the floor to
address the Synod on behalf of your sis-
ter churches, “‘De Gereformeerde Kerken
in Nederland.”

It is in the name of my fellow-dele-
gate, the Rev. J. de Gelder, as well that
| convey to you the regards of the Com-
mittee on Relations with Churches
Abroad.

In this connection | have to add that
we feel sorry for not having delegates in
1977 and 1980, your Synod years, neither
for Synod Coaldale, nor for Synod Smith-
ville. So there is, unfortunately, an inter-
val of nine years, because our first rep-
resentation was that of the Rev. S.S.
Cnossen at Synod Toronto 1974. There
were several reasons for not sending
delegates in the meantime, so all in all it
was impossible to send anyone. We hope
you will not follow this bad example! We
highly appreciated your sending Prof. Dr.
J. Faber as a delegate of your churches
to Synod Kampen 1975 and to have met
the Rev. M. vanBeveren as well at Synod
Groningen-Zuid 1978. Please, do not re-
turn evil for evil and feel free to send one
or more delegates to Synod Heemse

1984! Maybe it is ‘‘cold comfort,” but we
hope we have made it up again a littie bit
this time by sending two delegates,
namely, the chairman and the secretary
of the Committee on Relations with
Churches Abroad.

What do we bring along with us, be-
sides greetings and excuses? We come
from The Netherlands with credentials.
Our basis is just the same as yours: the
infallible, trustworthy Word of God, the
confessions of the church and the Re-
formed Church Order. We say this with
great thankfulness and with deliberate in-
tention. In this position and conviction we
hope to participate in this Synod for some
weeks. May the churches which sent us
maintain this basis. That is not something
natural, nor a matter of course, but it is
only possible through the grace of the
Lord Himself.

Looking around today it is apostasy
that meets the eye everywhere. Satan is
sly in his temptations. You can hear the
cry, the slogan, in so-called Reformed
churches: The truth should be looked
upon as ‘‘relational.” The development
in the RES, the ‘‘Reformed Ecumenical
Synod,” is very disquieting and alarming,
let alone the situation in the WCC, the
“World Council of Churches’’! In spite of
all the commending words and all the

praises sung of the assembly just held in
this area (Vancouver, 1983), we see the
continuation of the theology of liberation
and revolution, in fact nothing less than
horizontalism! We wonder what is left of
the adage sola Scriptura, the confession
of the Reformation in the 16th century.

But praise the Lord! There are still
churches whose strength is in the Lord,
who persevere in listening to the Word of
God and who defend it against the at-
tacks of the father of all lies. We know that
the church ‘‘sometimes for a while ap-
pears very small and in the eyes of men
to be reduced to nothing.”’ Nevertheless,
we are thankful that the Lord has left us
in The Netherlands 104,000 church mem-
bers, 264 congregations and 216 minis-
ters.

We are thankful for the Theological
Seminary in Kampen with more than 100
students who are preparing for service in
the church. We are thankful that you gave
us one of the professors in Kampen,
namely, Prof. H.M. Ohmann, which va-
cancy in Hamilton was filled again rather
soon. The appointment of your own Syn-
od Cloverdale looks like service in return,
but | do not want to dwell upon that now!

We are thankful that we live in a free
country, where we established our own
schools, our own social league, our own
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political party, where we can give testi-
mony in municipal councils, provincial
states, even in the States General, and
where we still have our Reformed daily
newspaper. In spite of all that, we are a
small minority and the spirit of the times
threatens us as well. Therefore, we are
very grateful that all over the world there
are churches that have the same strug-
gle and the same purpose: to contend for
the faith which was once for all delivered
to the saints.

After the internal struggle of the six-
ties for the strict adherence to the con-
fession of the church and the Church Or-
der, we could spread our wings in the sev-
enties: several contacts and relations
came within our range of vision on all con-
tinents.

And now, in the eighties, casting a
glance at the churches we represent, we
may mention the revision of our Church
Book. General Synod Heemse 1984
hopefully can offer to the congregations
a complete new Church Book, many parts
of which have already been established
in the last few years. | think we can draw
a parallel between your churches and
ours. Maybe we can learn from you in the
matter of your Book of Praise, and we can
tell something about our experience as
the opportunity arises when the matter
comes up for discussion during this

Synod. )
It is a remarkable thing that several

of the items you have to deal with were
also on the agenda of our Synods! Very
important is the matter of the International
Conference of Reformed Churches, the
ICRC. We enjoyed meeting your dele-
gates and many other Reformed and
Presbyterian delegates at the constituent
assembly of the ICRC in Groningen-Zuid
last year. The Commitiee on Relations
with Churches Abroad proposes a motion
to General Synod Heemse 1984 to join
the ICRC and to send delegates to the
first meeting of the ICRC in Edinburgh
1985. We are very pleased to hear that
your Committee of Correspondence with
Churches Abroad proposed a similar mo-
tion to your Synod. If you agree to this
proposal, you can be proud that you will
precede us and we will come after you!
We are very thankful that our heavenly
Father still gives us such opportunities to
come together from all continents.

Our future is in His hands. When we
lock ahead to the future, we know: time
is short. But we know too: our Lord Jesus
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Christ walks among the seven golden
candiesticks. He gathers His Church all
over the world. In our apocalyptic times,
many people join peace movements. The
whole world seems to be dreaming of a
paradise on earth. There is a peace-song
today which tells us:

“Tell it all over the world,

there is no doubt at all:

our sweet living earth

will never, never die!”

“We know better. It has been predicted by

our Lord Jesus Christ Himself: “You shali
hear of wars and rumours of wars, for na-
tion shall rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom. The love of many shall
grow cold. But he that shall endure unto
the end, the same shall be saved.”

In these very days, we are commenm-
orating the five hundredth birthday of
Martin Luther and the beginning of the
Reformation as well. | remind your Synod
of the four final theses of Luther:

e “QOut of the way with all the prophets
who say to the people of Christ: Peace,
peace, and there is no peace!

® Blessed all the prophets, who say to the
people of Christ: The cross, the cross,
and there is no cross.

» The Christians are 10 be exhorted to
follow Christ, their Head, dedicated in
penitence, in mortifications and in
tortures;

e and betier trust to enter the Kingdom of
heaven by many oppressions, than by
security of peace.”

Let us subscribe these words, all of
us together and agree with one of the
oldest confession songs, in its oidest form
dating even from the end of the second
century, called Te Deum:

“Martyrs and prophets shall in all eternity

Together with Thy church of every tongue
and nation

Bring Thine immortal Name their boundless
admiration.

Safeguard Thine heritage, while still the
baitle rages,

Tilf Thou shalt call Thy flock, the faithful of
all ages.”

Rev. J. Visscher’'s Response,
on behalf of our Churches
to Dr. K. Deddens’ address

MR. CHAIRMAN, you have asked
me to say a few words in response to the
address given yesterday evening by the
Rev. Dr. K. Deddens, one of the repre-
sentatives of De Gereformeerde Kerken
in Nederland, the other being the Rev. J.
deGelder. Now, to this request | will gladly
comply.

| say “‘gladly” for a number of
reasons. The first is that the relationship
between the Gereformeerde Kerken in
Nederland and the Canadian Reformed
Churches is in many ways a unique one.
By and large our churches and their
members trace their origin back to the
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland.
Some would say that we are really a
daughter church of the GKN. |, however,
being somewhat of an ecclesiastical na-
tionalist would say that if we are a daugh-
ter, then at least it should be remarked
that we consider ourselves a full-grown
daughter who has severed the apron

strings, but not the bond of love, respect,
and a common faith.

In addition, | may also remark that
the relationship between our churches is
influenced not only by matters of origin,
but also by constantly rendering assis-
tance to each other. Now itis true that this
has for years been a rather one-sided af-
fair. We have received from you many
members, ministers (witness the fact that
six of the ministers sitting here as mem-
bers of Synod were trained in The Nether-
lands) as well as professors (Dr. J. Faber,
Drs. H.M. Ohmann, and now you as well,
Dr. K. Deddens). With all of this we are
truly grateful, for this influx has made our
existence possible in a sense and has en-
riched us immensely. For our part we
have given you less in the way of concrete
assistance, although we are so bold as
o consider one of your professors, Drs.
H.M. Ohmann, as almost one of our own
and hence a Canadian export. Perhaps



in the future, if our Theological Coliege
continues to supply graduates in numbers
greater than we can assimilate, it may be
possible to return the favour more fully.

Still, as churches we have more in
common then just origin and assistance.
We also seem to be concerned with many
of the same issues. You are busy revis-
ing your Church Book and so are we. You
have adopted a revised Church Order,
and hopefully, we will be able to do the
same. You have had to deal with the is-
sue of women's voting rights, and we are
called upon to deal with it as well. You
have shown great interest in spreading
the Reformed witness abroad and in mak-
ing contacts with other churches around
the world that share the Reformed faith,
and we share much of that same interest
— although it should be pointed out that
our interest is on a lesser scale and that
we do not involve ourselves in quite so
many international Reformed *fishing ex-
peditions” (some would add here, “alas”).

In connection with this subject, the
Iinternational Conference of Reformed
Churches (ICRC) was mentioned last
night as well. We were made aware of the
fact that your Committee on Relations
with Churches Abroad has recommended
to Synod Heemse 1984 that the Gerefor-
meerde Kerken in Nederland should send
delegates to the First Assembly of the
ICRC that will meet, the Lord willing, in
Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1985. You ex-

Rev. J. Visscher

Rev. Cl. Stam
press the hope that our Churches will pre-
cede yours in terms of membership in the
ICRC. Now, it is too early to say what this
General Synod will decide with respect to
the ICRC, although the fact that no local
church in our federation has written this
Synod to object to the recommendation
of the Commitiee for Correspondence
with Churches Abroad to join will hope-
fully count for something. On a personal
note, also on behalf of the Rev. M. van-
Beveren, | would like as yet to thank your
churches officially for the hospitality that
you extended to us as delegates fo the
Constituent Assembly of the ICRC held
in Groningen, The Netherlands. We would
also like to express our appreciation here
for the fact that your churches were so
kind as to host that Assembly, with all the
preparations and the expenses that this
entailed.

Finally, you have remarked that your
churches constitute only a small minority
in your land. Well, our situation in this re-
gard is that we are an even smalier minor-
ity here in Canada. In addition, we have
a church life that is in several respects
not nearly as developed and mature
as yours. Nevertheless, with you we are
convinced that numbers are of little con-
sequence if the Lord is on our side. Qur
respective calling as churches is to live
faithfully, fully and humbly according to
the will of God as expressed in the Scrip-
tures and in the subordinate standards of
our churches, namely, the Belgic Confes-

sion, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the
Canons of Dort. if we do that then truly
our churches will receive His blessing, for
He is faithful.

May the Lord be with your churches.
May He work in you continually with His
Word and Spirit. And may we always
be a hand and a foot to each other, church-
es united together in the bond of the true
faith and under the only Lord and Sover-
eign, Jesus Christ, the King of the Church.
To Him be all praise and glory.

JAMES VISSCHER
{on behalf of Synod 1983)
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In Una Sancta, Oct. 15, 1983, found
the transiation of an article with the ¢

blad, Sept.
passed it on for the information o
sister-churches in Ausiralia. | pass it on
for the readers of Clarion. We must keep
in mind that these are not Professor
Kamphuls’ own words, but a report of
what he said in a lecture to Reformed stu-
denis in Delft. The lopic was: “'Being
Church in History.” Here, now, is what
Professor Kamphuis said:
Kamphuis emphasized how difficull it is
with our restricted human knowledge o
speak about Christ’s Church gathering
from many centuries ago or from far be-
yond the borders.

That Christ gathers His Church is a con-
stant reality through the centuries; but He
does it in various political and cultural sit-
uations.

f we want to look at the different forms
in which the Church appears in the various
situations, we can only see Christ’s work
in faith, so that we must use the norms of
God’s Word, because not all that presenis
itself as Church is also a true Church; an
axample is the Roman Catholic Curia of the
Middle Ages.

And we want to speak about the many
forms (the pluriformity) of the Church only
within the true Church of Christ, in accor-
dance with the Biblical norm {the distinc-
tion true and faise Church regards the es-
sence of the Church; the pluriformity refers
to the form of the Church, as was stated
by Prof. Greijdanus).

To talk and think about the pluriformity of
the Church is hampered by barriers like the
difference in time; if 8.g. the second Helve-
tian Confession speaks about the some-
fimes-invisibility of the Church, we must not
interpret it as the Kuyper-distinction be-
pween the visible and invisible Church. The
above-mentioned Confession from ihe
Reformation time stood up against the
abundant visible luxury and pomp of the
Roman Curia of that time.

The language barrier may also cause
problems, for instance, {o understand the
ecclesiastical and Hurgical documents from
other countries.

A third problem: a communist government
ar a totally different ideclogical climate of
thinking.

Caution is needed whan we speak about
and judge Churches in a situation which dif-
fers from ours.

The Reformed Churches have always
rightly slated thal at various poinis of
Church Order and Church government the
foreign Churches should not be con-
demned because of their different customs.

Every Church form from the past or from

forsign Churches must be judged (heoor-
deeld) with much patience and capability
of understanding (inlevings-varmoege

the context and situation in which she lives.

To stop the catechism preaching must, in
the Dutch church situation, be seen as a
decline; but it would testify of little under-
standing to expect from the foreign Church-
g5 that they should use owr Catechism
material for their preaching.

A danger that threatens every Church —
whatever context she may have . . . also us
— is the secularisation, an adjusiment 1o
the world in which she lives. This process
happens in history all the time, as we
can see.

Nevertheless, we must not be too hasty
with our judgement; as long as Christ is ag-
tive, we do injustice 1o Him if we ignore that.

The question is always: where in the pres-
ent, topical situation is the Name of Christ
confessed?

To talk about the Church in the many
forms in which she lives is a difficult but not
a desperate case. In all modesty we can
sometimes see and say: there is a Church
which is confessing the Name of Christ,

And that is the point, whatever the form
may be in which that Church lives.

And here follows what the Rev. K. Briin-

ing added:
Prof. Kamphuis spoke these words in a
time in which many activities for Church
unity are being launched. On the one side,
we are confronied with the dangerous and
faise ecumenical actions of the W.C.C. and
suchlike organisations which are not
based on, or stimulated by, a frue unity in the
Scriptures; on the other hand, some frue
Reformed Churches Iry fo come closer to
gach other and fo bulid up more understand-
ing and relationship with one another in ac-
cordance with the will and Word of God.

The words of Kamphuis exactly express
the motive which was behind the plans and
actions to coms to the International Con-
ference of Reformed Churches.

And the Synod of Kelmscott 1983 followed
the same basic pattern. it said a firm NO
to every form of false unity, because it
maintained and confirmed, in all earnest-
ness and in practice, the rich Reformed
Confession and Church Order (stc.); but it
gave a positive answer to the request and
invitation fo see and say: there is a Churc
which is confessing the Name of Christ,

That Synod could not ignore the world-
wide work of Church gathering by the Lord
as He reveals that in the different and
various political and cultural situations.
it is a delightful fact that the Church, where
you have your membership, is able and will-
ing to say NO to a false unily idea, and to
say YES to a Scriptural effort for true unity.

in other words: One can only really live
with a free conscience in a Church where
both errors and dangers are seen and re-
jected: the danger to drift away towards the
faise Church, and the danger fo float away
into the corner of sectarianism.

It is interesting that the Rev. K. Briining
speaks very criticaily about the Bynod of
the Heformed Churches of Ausiralia in
the same issue of Una Sancta. The Re-

s

Australia are a
" of the Synodical Reformed
in The MNetherlands. Some
? k=T s “‘daughier” ter-
minated the sister-church relationship
with her “mother.”’ That was because of
the wrong dirsction which the synodical
churches have taken. The relalionship
was replaced by a correspondence rela
i . Here this term means: we only
ond (write) with each other yetl.
i we speak about “correspon-
dence,” we mean a full sister-church re-
lationship.) Now the Classis Western Aus-
ralia of these Reformed Churches has
sent an invitation to our sister-churches
{the Free Reformed Churches of Austra-
lia) in which they ask for new contact. The
letter will be on the table of the next
Synod of the Free Reformed Churches.
However, Rev. Briining made some re-
marks. Among other things, he wrote:
It is valuable that the Reformad Synod of
Adslaide is convinced of the detrimental de-
velopment in the Dutch Reformed Church-
es. Howaver, it is regretiable that the Aus-
trafian Synod is very weak and obvious!
iacking positive elements in iis reactions.
The Synod-letter lacks Scriptural dignity,
confessional earnsesiness, and prophatic
power. lt gives the impression that the
Synod decided to a compromise formula-
tion.
The letter of Synod Adelaide is the letter
in which the Australian Reformed Church-
es explained to the synodical Reformed
Church in The Netherlands why they
terminated the sister-church relation. The
Rev. Briining says further:
The letter poinis io the development of
theological thought; it mentions a consider-
able variety of theological opinion and ec-
clesiastical practics; it refers to confes-
sional and kerugmatic uncerlainty, ete.; but
in this whole conflict and crisis-situation the
Bible and the confession are not opened;
a Scriptural testimony is not heard; the let-
ter does not reach the level of Christian in-
dignation and emotion which are clearly
taught in the Word of God in similar circum-
stances. It speaks about unceriainty in the
Dutch {synodical) Churches Reformed, but
it fails to point to and warn against aposiasy
and false prophecy. No admonitions are
given; a call for repentence and conversion
is not passed on.

The whole matier remains in the ai-
mosphere of debate and of difference of
opinion.

The Rev. Brilning then asks:
What fruit can be expected in such a crisis-
situation from an action in which the pro-
phetic message of the Scriptures and the
norms of the confession {e.g. Art. 27-28 of
the Belgic Confession) are ignored?
We repeat: Shall we seek unity? The
answer can be and must be: ves, but this
unity must be a unity in Christ. That is a
unity in His truth.




PATRIMONY PROFILE:s

By Rev. W.W.J. VanOene

C. Between two Reformations

1. The Netherlands Reformed Church

Whenever there is a reformation and whenever a
choice has to be made, there are church members who
refuse to go along with such action. However many ob-
jections they may have and however many words of pro-
test they may utter, they choose against it.

Such was the case after the Secession of 1834 as
well. The men of the Reveil, e.g., remained under the
organization of 1816 and continued there even though they
did not remain inaciive. However unsuccessful their efforts
may have been, by their endeavours to bring about a
change for the better, they kept alive the desire for a return
to the old foundation and to the obedience to the Lord
alone. Thus they paved the way for, and prepared the soil
for the second reformation in the nineteenth century, the
Doleantie of 1886.

However, there was at the same time a large measure
of polarization within the Netherlands Reformed Church,
a polarization which has prevailed until this day.

The Groningen School

Various schools exercised a considerable influence
and contributed towards this polarization. There was in
the first place the Groningen School, also called the
Evangelical School. We should not let ourselves be fooled
by the word “‘evangelical.”’ The persons who formed this
school wanted to express thereby that they did not wish
to build up a theology from the whole Word of God, but
only from the gospel of the New Covenant. They con-
sidered themselves the continuation of the old Dutch
theology of prereformation times, which allegedly had
been squeezed out by Calvinism.

The well-known professor J.J. van Oosterzee of
Utrecht described their theology as follows: ‘“Their con-
cept of God was unitarian, their doctrine of sin semi-
Pelagian, their Christology Arian-Apollinarian, their whole
view of the gospel more pedagogically than soteriologically
coloured, whereas the demonology is lacking and the
eschatology is concluded with the doctrine of the restora-
tion of all things.”

One of the most prominent men at Groningen was
professor P. Hofstede de Groot, de Cock’s predecessor
in Ulrum and later his adversary. Hofstede de Groot had
been under the influence of P.W. van Heusde, professor
in Utrecht from 1804-1849. Van Heusde had great admira-
tion for ancient Greek and Roman thinking, and
endeavoured to revive the old humanisms. Although he
was professor in Utrecht, his influence was not limited to
the University there or to the one in Groningen where some
of his pupils were teaching.

J.H. Scholten occupied an important position at the
Leiden university. Cousin, and pupil of van Heusde,
Scholten became professor at the university of Leiden and

there began to undermine the very foundations of the
Christian faith by his criticism. He may even be called the
father of modern criticism. Although he dedicated his
studies to the Reformed Systematic Theology, he did so
only in order t¢ make his own philosophical and un-Biblical
thoughts appe:ar the more acceptable. His works New
Testament Studies and The Doctrine of the Reformed
Church in Its Fundamentals were instrumental in spreading
his pernicious ideas.

Some hope that the orthodox doctrine would be re-
vived was vested in the University of Utrecht. There a few
professors did start the battle against unbelief. The names
of J.J. van Toornenbergen, J.J. van Oosterzee, and J.I.
Doedes are to be mentioned. They were not thoroughly
Reformed scholars but at least they opposed the Gronin-
gen School, and Doedes, e.g. succeeded in causing the
men of this school to admit that they deviated from the
Holy Scriptures. Utrecht did more or less remain the
source from which the more orthodox part of the Nether-
lands Reformed Church obtained its ministers. From
Utrecht’s University came those ministers who belonged
to the Reformed Alliance (Gereformeerde Bond) within the
Netherlands Reformed Church, and from Utrecht the battle
against modernism was continued. It was there that Dr.
A. Noordtzij, son of professor Maarten Noordtzij of the
Theological Seminary of the Seceded Churches, taught
Old Testament discipline for many years.

Organizational Changes

In the previous chapter we mentioned the political
changes that took place in and after the year 1840. There
were changes in ecclesiastical respect as well. These
changes concerned in the first place the organization of
the church. On July 1, 1842, the government declared that
all changes in the existing Church Order, ought from now
on, to come from the church itself, and that the state did
not wish to exercise any further influence. In 1843, all
legislative power was transferred to the general synod. And
it was the 1848 revision of the Constitution which freed the
church even more from the control of the State. Thus a
revision of the Ecclesiastical Regulations was brought
about and introduced in 1853. A general synod came
about consisting of thirteen ministers and six elders,
chosen by the provincial boards. It became the highest
legislative, judicial, and governing body of the church.

In 1861 the Royal Collations were abrogated. The
Department of Public Worship was abolished in 1863; from
then on matters relating to religion came under the jurisdic-
tion of the Department of Justice. The churches were pro-
nounced free to administer their ecclesiastical property in
1866. In 1870 all restrictions and reservations were
removed.

For the universities there came new regulations as
well. The theological faculties at the universities were
abolished. Since that time the Netherlands Reformed
synod appointed two “‘ecclesiastical’’ professors at each
of the State Universities who were to teach the specifically
ecclesiastical disciplines, which later were dropped from
the university program as a result of a new law regarding
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higher education adopted on April 28, 1876. Only the
discipline of religion was to be taught, but this could, of
course, be done by a total unbeliever.

Maintaining the Doctrine

When, in 1848, the general synod started with the revi-
sion of the Regulation, it soon appeared that it did not have
the desire to improve the situation but rather to revise cer-
tain articles which appeared too restrictive. In article I1X
the expression ‘‘maintaining the doctrine”’ was used. It
was synod’s intention to replace this by:““maintaining and
recommending the evangelical confession.”” When this
became known the alarm was sounded. A meeting was
held in Amsterdam, attended by 300 persons. An address
was drawn up and sent to the government with the request
that no changes should be made in the organization
without hearing the congregations. However, the govern-
ment informed the signatories that they should approach
the synod with these matters . ... The only fruit of the
meeting and its address was that in article XI of the revised
Regulation the words ‘‘maintaining the doctrine of the
Reformed Church’ were retained.

As for the revision in general, it was done by the
general synod which was a product of the organization
imposed upon the church in 1816. With the final concept
not the consistories but only the provincial boards were
consulted, and the whole revised Regulation as it was ap-
proved by King William Ill in 1852 simply continued the
organization of 1816 with a few minor changes. The deci-
sions were still almost exclusively in the hands of classical,
provincial, and general boards.

The Ethical Movement

The Reveil was unable to keep the believers together.
When it came to the point, it only fostered and aided the
polarization. The differences between the men of the
Reveil were not only to be sought in the practical sphere:
but also in regard to the doctrinal position. For the prac-
tical approach, da Costa’s thesis was that a ‘‘medical ap-
proach’’ should be used: letting evil follow its own course,
for in the long run it will destroy itself. Groen van Prinsterer,
on the other hand, promoted the maintaining of right and
justice. As long as no concrete actions and formulations
were required, the brethren got along quite well and
cooperated; but when concrete deeds were needed and
more precise formulations were in order with a view to the
development of things, their ways parted.

Groen van Prinsterer wished to base himself on the
Three Forms of Unity, but found himself standing
overagainst others, e.g. N. Beets, who did not wish to
stand on that basis.

David Chantepie de la Saussaye, whose name
betrays his Huguenot ancestry, was in his thinking more
influenced by the philosophy of the German philosopher
Schleiermacher, and by the emphasis on experience in
religious matters as proclaimed by Alexandre Vinet, a
Swiss theologian. He is the father of the Ethical Movement,
whose characteristics are: The Christian truth should not
be understood intellectually but ethically; the revelation

of God is not a proclamation of doctrine but impartition
of life; the certainty of faith does not rest in Scripture but
solely in the experience of faith; the congregation does
not experience what it confesses, but, confesses what it
experiences, and the dogma is the formulation of the ex-
perience. The Ethical Movement rejects the inspiration of
Scripture, predestination, atonement, the very Person of
Christ, and more fundamental truths.

One of the best-known pupils of De la Saussaye is
Dr. J.H. Gunning.

The Modernist School

The Modernist School or Movement is the fruit of J.H.
Scholten’s theories, and the product of his pupils. Scholten
differentiated between Scripture and the Word of God. He
denied a special revelation of God. Revelation coincides
with creation and upholding. God reveals Himself in all
His works, in nature, in history, and above all in the man
Jesus who, in His life and death shows us the true religion.

To this Modernist Movement belonged, among others,
Dr. A. Pierson and Cd. Busken Huet. Both were for some
years Wallonian ministers, respectively, in Belgium and
in The Hague, but resigned their position later on. Dr. J.C.
Zaalberg was one of the most brazen representatives of
this movement. It is even rumoured, that on a certain Sun-
day, a group of Jews were waiting for Zaalberg, most upset
because he had dragged Moses and the Prophets through
the muyd.

The Confessional Society

On October 12, 1864, a meeting was held in Utrecht
to which many ministers, elders, and past elders had been
invited. It was Groen van Prinsterer’s suggestion that the
theme should be: ““According to the Confession or accord-
ing to the Regulation? Has the Confessional Church been
disbanded? Has it been dissolved into a purely Regulation-
Church?”’ Almost seventy ministers and more than fifty
non-ministers attended the meeting. A large majority was
in favour of establishing the Confessional Society.

What was the Society’s aim? It’s aim was to achieve
the maintenance of the confession, and the barring of
modernistic preachers. No ecclesiastical board, it was
stated, has or can have the power to give up the founda-
tion of the church. The present provisions concerning the
organization of the Netherlands Reformed Church which
require the maintenance of its doctrine, oblige the church
board to bar the unbelief, which reveals itself in these days
in the denial of the supernatural in Christianity. If it ap-
pears that the Regulations of the Netherlands Reformed
Church impede the barring of the radical unbelief which
nowadays is being propagated in the church, its believ-
ing officebearers and members are in duty bound, setting
aside that church order, to maintain their conviction of
faith. They are not allowed, for the sake of the church
order, to be a party to the destruction of the church, they
may not recognize as leaders those who reject the
apostolic witness concerning the Christ, and no longer
leave the fellow-believer to the arbitrariness of the attacker
that is protected by the Regulation.

— To be continued.
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Divine Providence and
Human Accountability:

1. Confusing ambiguity

When we speak about the Will' of God, there seems to
be a confusing ambiguity. On the one hand, we can notice a
paralyzing fatalism with those who predict a world destruction.
They do not believe in a God who rules all things, let alone
that they trust in God’s providence. If they believe in a sort
of divine being, it is only to blame “him”’ for all the misery in
this world. They believe in a mysterious power behind the
scenes. No one knows what ‘“he’”’ will do. That is unpredict-
able. It is like a fate, a cause beyond human control that de-
cides events. Their conclusion is: you cannot know and you
shall never know what God’s Will is!

On the other hand, we can hear the theory, proclaimed
even by modern theologians, that we cannot know the Will of
God, but it is worked out in a completely different direction.
Adherents of this theory preach lawlessness, freedom, liber-
ty, and an almost latitudinarian tolerance. We do not know the
Will of God, and therefore we are free to do what we want. Let
no one bother us with prohibitions and regulations. We do not
know the Will of the Lord anyway. Good is what is good for
mankind. Let no one pretend that he knows the Will of God for
human life. This theory does not cause paralyzing fatalism, but
rather freedom and lawlessness. Man becomes his own norm
and law. Such people may talk about a “‘god’’ who exists, but
to them it is a very transcendent god, a god far away, above
and beyond human comprehension.

The remarkable thing is that the presumption in these two
theories is the same: we do not know the Will of God. The re-
sult, however, is completely different.

Another aspect is whether we can oppose or resist the
Will of God. The fatalists say: ‘“No, we can’t. What God has
decided happens anyway. We do not know what it will be, but
it will come upon us. No one can prevent it. It is like a fate.”
Others say: “We oppose the Will of God all the time. In our
whole life we oppose His Will.”” Again: that is confusing and
it seems contradictory.

In catechism classes | ask the question: ““Do we know
God’s Will and can we resist His Will?”’ Different answers are
given. Some say: ‘‘No, we do not know the Will of the Lord,
but His Will shall be accomplished and no one can ever op-
pose His Will or prevent His Will from happening.” Others say:
“We know the Will of God, but we oftentimes ignore, deny, or
oppose His Will by our transgressions.”” Both answers sound
very convincing and are correct, although they seem to say
just the opposite. Here again a confusing ambiguity comes to
the surface as far as the expression “‘the Will of God’’ is con-
cerned.

We find the same in our confession. The Belgic Confes-
sion says in Article XIlIl that God rules and governs all things
according to His holy Will and that without the Will of our
heavenly Father not a hair can fall to the ground. He so re-
strains the devil and all our enemies that without His Will and
permission they cannot hurt us.

Lord’s Day 10 says in Answer 28 that all creatures are so
in God’s hand that without His Will they cannot so much as
move. This means that, although we do not know the Will of

the Lord, no one can oppose or change His Will. No creature
can even move or do anything without or against the Will of
God.

However, in Matthew 7:21 Jesus speaks about those who
do the Will of the Father who is in heaven and in | John 2:17
we read that he who does the Will of God abides for ever. That
means that we know the Will of God, that some do the Will
of God and that others do not do God’s Will, but oppose, deny,
ignore, or transgress His Will.

We do not mention these things to cause confusion, but
rather to show the confusing ambiguity which sometimes
seems to exist. Aware of this, we may wonder, ‘‘How come?”’
The answer is that we use a word, an expression, without ask-
ing what it means. As a matter of fact there are two different
meanings and we use them arbitrarily. That is why we first have
to determine what the meaning is and which meaning we are
referring to.

2. Two different meanings

In our language there are many words with two or more
meanings. The verb ““to lie’’ can indicate that someone is tell-
ing an untruth. It also can describe that someone is in a re-
clined, resting position. From the contexts it has to become
clear which meaning is referred to.

Sometimes the meaning of a certain word can change in
the course of time. Lord’s Day Xl, Answer 20, of the Heidel-
berg Catechism speaks about “welfare.”’” In the time that the
Heidelberg Catechism was written, or translated into English,
the meaning of the word “welfare’’ was: ‘‘well-being, comfort,
and happiness.” Nowadays the word “‘welfare’ is almost ex-
clusively used for the system of additional government help
for those who are in need. We all know what it means to be
““on welfare,” but sometimes the children do not rightly un-
derstand what is meant in Lord’s Day Xl by ‘‘seeking welfare
of saints.”

We always have to be careful when we use a word which
has more than one meaning. We have to make sure that the
meaning is rightly understood by the readers or listeners. In
scientific literature the author oftentimes starts by giving a def-
inition of some expressions to be used, especially of those
which can be used in different ways. Oftentimes the question
is not what the meaning of a certain word is. A word can very
well have more than one meaning. The question is rather what
the author means by it, which meaning of the word he refers
to. There are words which can be used properly in different
ways. In such cases sufficient attention should be paid to the
question whether we are expressing ourselves in a clear and
unambiguous way.

In the first paragraph | have used the word “Will’’ in two
different ways without giving a definition or explanation of the
meaning of the word. | have done so on purpose, not to cause
confusion, but to show how confusion can be caused by the
improper use of this word. In what follows | will show the two
different meanings of this word. As soon as we realize what
causes the confusion, it appears to be much easier to prevent
it from happening.

In dogmatics many distinctions are made with respect to
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the Will of God. We can read about the active Will of God and
about His passive Will; we hear about His concealed Will and
about His revealed Will; and even more distinctions are made.
In this article | am not going to deal with dogmatic distinctions.
Instead, | will try to explain the matter in the same way | do
in catechism classes.

Speaking about the Will of the Lord we can distinguish
between God’s plan and God’s law. God’s plan and purpose
is sometimes called His concealed Will. We do not know what
the Lord is going to do tomorrow. We do not know what His
plan is with our life and with respect to human history. But we
know that His plan will be fulfilled. No one can oppose His plan
or prevent it from happening.

God’s law or His commandment is called His revealed
Will. We know the law of the Lord. We have to submit to His
commandments and we have to obey His law. But we see in
everyday life that many do not obey the Will of the Lord but
oppose and transgress His commandments.

When we keep in mind this distinction between God’s re-
vealed Will, expressed in His law, on the one hand, and God’s
concealed Will or His divine plan and purpose with this world,
on the other, it becomes much easier to avoid the confusion
mentioned above.

3. Thy Will be done

Let us now first consider the meaning of the expression
“Thy Will”’ in the Lord’s prayer. That will give us the oppor-
tunity to go into more detail with respect to this matter.

The third petition reads: ““Thy Will be done.”” In which way
is the word “Will”’ used here?

The expression ‘“Thy Will be done’’ can be used in both
ways in our prayer. It can refer to God’s plan as well as to His
law. It all depends on the place this clause has in our prayer:
whether it is used at the beginning of our prayer or at the very
end.

When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane, He con-
cluded His prayer with the words ““My Father, if this (cup) can-
not pass unless | drink it, Thy Will be done” (Matthew 26:42).
Those are the same words as we find in the third petition. Still
the meaning is completely different. At the end of the prayer

the expression ““Thy Will be done’’ refers to God’s concealed
plan or purpose with our life. We do not know what the Lord’s
plan is. We do not know what will happen with us tomorrow.
We do not know whether the Lord will grant our prayer for re-
covery of health, for finding a job, or for having healthy chil-
dren. We know that the Lord takes care of us and that He will
make all things subservient to our salvation. He knows what we
need and He will supply us with everything. That is why we
say: ““Thy Will be done.” We trust in Him and expect every-
thing from Him, out of His hand. We have brought all our
desires before Him, but not as we will, but as He wills it shall
be. “Thy Will be done!”

In the third petition, however, these words are used in a
different way. Here we do not confess in the first place that
the Lord’s plan and purpose will come true and will be fulfilled.
Here we confess that it is our task to submit our whole life to
the revealed Will of the Lord. We have to obey His law! In Lord’s
Day 49, Answer 124, we pray: ‘“‘Grant that we and all men may
renounce our own will and without gainsaying obey Thy Will,
which alone is good.”” To obey without gainsaying refers clear-
ly to a Will which is known to us. It refers to God’s law. The
third petition does not say — as these words at the end of our
prayer indicate — “‘not as | will but as Thou wilt.”” No, it means:
‘“Make us obedient to Thy law. Grant that we submit our whole
life to Thy commandments.”

Now we have seen the meaning, or even the different mean-
ings of the expression ‘‘the Will of God.”” We also have heard
how we can use the expression “Thy Will be done’ in two dif-
ferent ways, depending on whether it is used at the beginning
or at the very end of our prayer.

In the next installment we will see what this means for
our personal life and for the way we deal with all kinds of special
events in our life.

— To be continued

Langley, BC W. POUWELSE

Because the word “Will”’ is a key word in these articles, the noun
“Will,”” referring to God’s will, is typed with a capital w, to distin-
guish it from the verb “‘to will.”’

PRESS RELEASE

Meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Board of Governors of the Canadian Reformed
Teachers College, held October 27th, 1983.

Br. C.J. Nobels, our acting chairman,
opened the meeting by reading Romans 13 fol-

lowed by prayer. Br. G. Nordeman, the chair- (416) 385-0634.

A tentative date, February 11, 1984, was

that things were running quite smoothly, and
according to the calendar. He also had some
literature on a photocopier. Seeing that we _
have not yet received the finances as we
should, it was decided to leave this till a later
date. He reported that the college has its own
telephone and mailbox now: PO Box 4204,
Station ‘‘D’’ Hamilton, ON L8V 4L6, Phone:

Did you

man, was absent with notification. Minutes of t for the A I i
the previous meeting were adopted. After afew ~ S€ CEFrwoiepr:Jr:tL;awrenr:e r:g%e on visits 1o the remember
changes the agenda was adopted.
college.
J. n, present- -
Our treasurer, br. J. Gelderman, presen The next meeting is to be held on Novem- tO

ed us with a monthly statement. After a brief
report about our finances, he stressed, that he
was somewhat worried about the slow receiv-
ing of membership fees. In connection with this
report br. C. Hoff gave his drive report, with
a copy for the newsletter, to be printed some-
time in November. Br. J. Gelderman left the
meeting.

The Building Committee reported on con-
tact with the Theological College concerning
the sharing of facilities. The principal reported
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ber 18, 1983, the Lord willing.

The principal reported that the courses
given by Prof. J. Faber on Philosophical Foun-
dation of Education, started on September
30th and will be running for ten weeks, until
December 2, 1983 D.V.

Br. C. Hoff closed with prayer and the
meeting was adjourned by the chairman.

hand in your
family greeting
for our “Year
End” issue?

For the executive,
JOHN JONKER




“ANCHOR”

How do we tell It to our children?

Yes, that is correct; the word It is
capitalized. That is because we are deal-
ing with an immensely important ques-
tion: the Biblical truth, the issues of faith,
everything concerning the almighty God
and His love for us whereby He did not
spare even His Son, but gave Him up for
us so that we and our children might one
day enter into the kingdom of God.

Well-formulated as this may be, it is
incomprehensible for many people; for
small children in the first place, although
they will eventually learn to understand
it. However, it remains incomprehensible
language for many who are mentally
handicapped. Yet their parents also
promised at the baptismal font that they
would educate their children in the
‘‘aforesaid doctrine.”

But this is impossible in some cases.
What then? Many parents are faced with
a difficulty here and do not know how to
deal with it. We realize that for a number
of our handicapped all this will remain un-
intelligible. However, a majority can ac-
cept a great deal of this as long as it is
taught in the right manner.

Many mothers, unfortunately, are
not teachers, and, besides that, a some-
what different approach may be needed
to acquaint the children with this topic.
Although many may say, ‘‘But my child
gets nothing out of it,” | would still like
to suggest some possible means.

Let us begin by saying that we our-
selves do not even understand much of
it. Is faith not the evidence of things not
seen and do we not see things as through
a mirror dimly? One may easily be tempt-
ed not to take a mentally handicapped
person to church, thinking he will under-
stand nothing of it. Do your three- and
four-year-olds understand it? Often the
spiritual life of the mentally retarded is
(like that of a child) not at all handicapped.
Frequently | have seen among them a
faith so strong that it puts ours to shame.

One mother told me, “After half a
year of working with him he still does not
know a psalm. The same with the Bible
stories.” | do not know how this mother
tried it, but | do know that the most effec-
tive method is singing the same song sev-
eral times together with the child every
evening before going to bed, repeating it
over and over again. Perhaps it will bore
you, but it is too confusing to try to teach
a number of different songs at one time.
Sing that one song while you are doing
the dishes and the child is playing around
you. Often the child will begin by hum-

ming the melody, and slowly but surely
the sounds will follow. Possibly he will not
learn all the words properly, but what
does that matter? Just notice how happy
the child is when the minister lets the con-
gregation sing the very song he has
learned with such difficulty. That stimu-
lates him! Here | should like to include the
ministers. Would it be too difficult to re-
call this certain child off and on? Do you
know which psalm he has already learned?
Could you not include that an extra time?
This will assist the child in feeling that it
also belongs. With such simple means
help can be given.

We are happy to be acquainted with
adjusted services. That does not mean
services with all kinds of fuss and bother,
or services only for the handicapped. No,
a service which has been adjusted espe-
cially for them. That requires some
preparation, i.e. by asking the parents or
the Home what they know. You will see
how happy they are to be able to partici-
pate with the congregation.

For that matter, are we not all hap-
py if we can sing along with all our heart?
Let us recall for a moment the function
of the hymn boards. It sometimes hap-
pens, especially during the holidays, that
the psalms are not indicated. Has it ever
occurred to you that, as a result, many
older people are unable to sing along be-
cause they must first look up the psalm
and sometimes cannot find it quickly
enough; perhaps they misunderstood
when the psalm was announced. Hymn
boards, according to me, should also an-
nounce what the Bible reading and text
are. Otherwise the brothers and sisters
with hearing problems can often not fol-
low the sermon, because they do not
know exactly what it is about. These are
only small things, but they are of great im-
portance.

I would urge all ministers and con-
sistories to do their utmost to ensure that
all the members experience the com-
munion of saints. Is it not worth the
trouble?

Next time we will continue with the
telling of the Bible story.

Translation from the Dutch magazine, Dit Koningskind.

OUR COVER
After a rain.
Manggelum, lrian Jaya, Indonesia.
Photo courtesy Bram Vegter.

PRESS RELEASE

of the meeting of the Executive Board of the
Inter-League Publication Board held in London,
November 10, 1983.

Opening: The chairman C. Hoff opened
the meeting with the reading of Psalm 145:1-13
and led in prayer. A special welcome was ex-
tended to Mrs. Jenny Oostdyk who will be tak-
ing over the Public Relations Department. Mrs.
Johanna Koolsbergen was thanked for the
work she has done in this department.

Minutes: The minutes were read and ap-
proved after a minor change.

Matters Arising from the Minutes: We can-
not be exempted from the 7% provincial sales
tax for our equipment, however the books are
provincial sales tax exempted.

Planning Department: Several books have
been received from Holland. Some members
of the Church have been asked to read and
give their opinion on these books. A letter has
been received from Australia, notifying us that
there are no outlines being translated or
printed. It was also suggested that we look in-
to the possibility of publishing an article by
Prof. Kamphuis of The Netherlands, called
**Om Het Recht Van Het Verbond.”’ This will
be looked into.

Public Relations: Letters were sent out to
school boards. No replies as yet.

Sales: The selling of books has been run-
ning smoothly, however payments for some of
these books have not been prompt. Remind-
ers will be sent after thirty days. It was decided
to grant individual membership at $5.00 per
year to people who cannot become a member
through their society or Bible Study Club. We
have received notice that 200 copies of Bride’s
Treasure by Dr. Faber et. al., have been shipped
to us from Australia. As of yet we have not re-
ceived them. Hopefully they will be available
for purchase in the near future.

Projects: Work on James and Peter is
almost complete, and this book should be
available by November 30. Pastoral Epistles
(Timothy and Titus) and Philemon will be dealt
with next. We expect Daniel will be ready for
purchase at the end of December. The copy-
right agreement with ‘‘De Vuurbaak’ re: Roep
Mij Aan (Call Unto Me) has been received and
two minor amendments have been proposed
to the Vuurbaak.

The meeting was closed with prayer. The
next meeting will be held on November 24
D.V., this meeting will be concerning the re-
vised constitution of the |.L.P.B.

On behalf of the |.L.P.B.,
J. OOSTDYK

News

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:

Rev. J. Dedong
600 Debora Crescent
Burlington, ON L7T 2N1

513



our e

magazine
Hello Busy Beavers,

Today we have a poem and a story to share with you.
Here is the poem written by Busy Beaver Michelle DeHaas.

Fall

In fail the leaves turn colours
Yellow, orange, and red. /-\
“They make a very beautiful sight”

| happily said.

As | walked on through the woods
| looked all around me.

God’s wonderful hand of creation
Was everywhere | could see.

&

And we have a story by Busy Beaver Sylvia Van Bodegom.

I had a fish. It's name was Goldylox. | had to feed it every
other day. | got it when we went for a school trip to Hartz. It
was a goldfish, a bright orange, gray and white one. My
brothers had a goldfish, too. One of them didn’t have one
because he was way too small at the time. His name is Bradley.
All the fish died later because sometimes we forgot to feed
them or we gave them too much food. But we might get another
pet next year.

From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club Michelle
De Haas. We hope you will really enjoy reading Our
Little Magazine, doing the puzzles and all our other
“fun things to do’’ and, don’t forget, joining in all our CON-
TESTS! But | see you're a real Busy Beaver already, Michelle,
writing such a nice poem for us. Keep it up!

And a big welcome to you, too, Cindy Huttema. Sounds
like you have a special family, Cindy, with 2 sets of twins! |
do hope you’ll get the pen pal you want, Cindy. Will you write
and tell us about Heritage Valley across the street from your
house? Thanks for the puzzle, Cindy.

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Sylvia Sikkema. We
are happy to have you join us, and we hope you’ll really enjoy
being a Busy Beaver. Do you help look after the chickens and
rabbits, and the gardens in summer, Sylvia?

And a big welcome to you, too, Anthony Vis. You’re a real
Busy Beaver already | see, sending us such a big puzzle. Keep
up the good work, Anthony!

You are very welcome to join the Busy Beaver Club,
Michelle and Kerry Roodzant. But you’ll have to send me your
address so that | can send you your membership cards, all
right? Thank you very much for your pretty, colourful picture,
Kerry. | really like it, especially the people and the robins.

Thanks very much for your riddles, Marjorie Barendregt.
I’'m glad you had such fun at another Busy Beaver’s birthday
party. | hope you'’ll keep practising that calligraphy, Marjorie.
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That way you get better all the time! Send me some samples
sometime, all right?

Hello, Pearl Vandeburgt. Thanks for all the riddles. I'm sure
everybody likes them! Yes, | got your other letter, Pearl. And
| answered it in the Aug. 12 Clarion. Do you get to play often
with your new little cousin? | think she would like that!

Busy Beavers, we need a pen pal (about 11 yr. old) for:

Cindy Huttema
36226 Dawson Rd., RR 4
Abbotsford, BC V2S 4N4

Riddle Fun

Lots of Busy Beavers sent in riddles for you to enjoy with
your friends and family. These are from Busy Beavers Janina
Barendregt, Jeannie Barendregt and Debbie Jagt.

. Who can raise things without lifting them?

. Why do bees hum?

Why is Santa Claus the best gardener?

What carries the heaviest weights?

What do you get if your cat eats a lemon?

How do you walk through a crowd of porcupines?
What falls but never breaks?

What bow is impossible to tie?
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QUIZ TIME

~ |7l

By Busy Beaver
Michelle Oostdyk

Tree Scramble

By Busy Beaver
Gwen Werkman

School Scramble
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NUMBER-LETTER QUIZ
By Busy Beaver Chandra Meerstra

1. Put the answers in the boxes under the questions.
2. Look at the Code.

3. Put the letters in the empty boxes underneath.

4. The extra letters will form a word.
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Bye for now, Busy Beavers.
Keep busy!
Yours,
Aunt Betty

We give thanks to Thee, O God, we
give thanks; we call on Thy name
and recount Thy wondrous deeds.

Psalm 75:1

With joy and gratitude to our
heavenly Father, we announce the
birth of:

ANDREA LYNN

Born: August 29, 1983
Klaas and Marg Spithoff

With great thankfulness to the
LORD we would like to announce
the birth of our third child, a son:

LEO KNOL

Born: October 20, 1983
A brother for: Ruby and Andrew
John and Cathy Knol
(nee Post)

PO Box 157
Neerlandia, AB TOG 1RO

With thankfulness to the Lord, we
announce the birth of our daughter:

DONNA MARLAE

Born: October 20, 1983
A sister for: Jody
Ron and Carol Dekker

Box 46
Dewdney, BC

Sheryl, Janice, Heather
and Sheldon

With thankfuiness to the Lord, who

276 Pine Cove Road
Burlington, ON

With great thankfulness to our
heavenly Father we announce the
birth of our daughter:

CHRISTY BERNICE Box 823

Born: November 5, 1983

Thankfully we have received out of
God’s hand a daughter and sister:

JENNY LINNET and

November 10, 1983
Gerry and Marry van Dijk

Carman, MB ROG 0J0O

brought us together, we announce
our engagement:

JANET OOSTDYK

ALLAN SCHUTTEN

October 28, 1983

Tera 644 Castleguard Crescent
Burlington, ON L7N 2W6

RR 3, Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

A sister for: Hinrik, Mariet, Hanneke,

Linda, Henriette, Lillian and
Sheila
Sjoerd and At Nap

423 Victoria Street
Watford, ON NOM 2S0

Psalm 111

JO-ANNE JANS
Engaged: and
PETE KAMSTRA

October 14, 1983

4187 Upper Middle Road
Burlington, ON L7R 3X5

Mr and Mrs. K. Nijenhuis
and
Mr. C. VanderPol

are pleased to announce the forthcoming marriage of
their children:

MARY
and
CASE

the Lord willing, on Friday, December 9, 1983. The
ceremony will take place at the Maranatha Canadian
Reformed Church, Fergus, Ontario.

The Rev. W.W.J. VanOene officiating

1958 — December 13 — 1983
For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures for ever,
and His faithfulness to all generations. Psalm 100:5

The Lord willing we hope to celebrate the 25th Wedding
Anniversary of our parents:

CORNELUS and JANTJE VAN ANDEL
(nee Hayema)

Their thankful children:
Hamilton, ON: Roland Van Andel
John Van Andel
Audrey Van Andel
Chatham, ON: Bernice Van Andel

117 William Street North
Chatham, ON
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September 3, 1939 — November 3, 1983

The Lord has taken home after a long illness our dear-
ly beloved husband and father:

TONY SIKMA

My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made
perfect in weakness. Il Corinthians 12:9
Jane Sikma (nee Ram)
Donald
Allita
Linda
Joy
Ryan
3088 - 168 Street
Surrey, BC V4B 5E7

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is de-
stroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. Il Cor. 5:1

The Lord has taken to Himself our fellow member and
friend:

TONY SIKMA

November 3, 1983
We rejoice in the knowledge that Tony lives with the
Lord.

Men’s Society
Search the Scriptures
Cloverdale, BC

After a long iliness our son, brother,and uncle:
TONY SIKMA

has succumbed in order to obtain the full awareness
of the glory that awaited him. Thus we are comforted,
God has made everything well.

Surrey, BC: Mrs. D. Sikma
Clarence and Effie Sikma
Helen, Dolores, and Douglas
Floyd and Nellie Sikma
Mark, Tom, Philip, and Paul
Abbotsford, BC: John and Margaret Deleeuw
Dorothy, Andrew, Jeannette,
and Clifford
Sardis, BC: Henry and Hilda Gelderman
Gerald, Ken, Kathy, Karen, and
Gordon
Carman, MB: Jack and Frances VanderMeulen
Fred, Floyd, Jacqueline,
Joanne, June, Jenny and
James
Abbotsford, BC: Dorothy Sikma
Casey and Nellie Leyenhorst
Yvonne, Jennifer, Allan, and
Kevin

5910 - 173B. Street, Cloverdale, BC V3S 4B2

The LORD is My Shepherd, | shall not want.
Psalm 23:1
After a lengthy illness it has pleased the Lord to take

unto Himself on the Lord’s Day, November 13, 1983,
our beloved son and brother:

MICHAEL WAYNE MEINTS

at the age of 13 years.
Andy and Sandra Meints

Leonard

Geoffrey

Christopher

Sheryl
The funeral took place November 16, 1983.
Rev. E. Kampen officiated.
Box 121, Houston, BC VO0J 1Z0

After a lengthy iliness the Lord has taken to Himself
our beloved grandson, nephew, and cousin:

MICHAEL

son of Andy and Sandra Meints, at the age of 13 years.
Psalm 23

November 13, 1983

Houston, BC: Mrs. K. Meints
Telkwa, BC: Tieme and Aly Meints
Houston, BC: John and Femke ten Brinke
Auke and Fennie Meints
Clearbrook, BC: Klaas Meints
Smithers, BC: Ralph and Clara Paize
August and Lucie Barendregt
Abbotsford, BC: Albert and Rosa Witteveen
Houston, BC: Martin and Diane Onderwater
Telkwa, BC: Theo Meints
Houston, BC: Henry Meints
Charlie Meints
and cousins

REDEEMER COLLEGE

invites applications for the position of Academic Dean.
The appointment will commence on July 1, 1984.

The Academic Dean is responsible for administering
the academic program of the College and will be ex-
pected to teach one course per term in his/her area of
expertise. The applicant for this position should hold
the doctorate, have an established record in scholar-
ship and teaching, and possess strong administrative
and interpersonal relations skills. This person must be
committed to the Reformed Christian basis of the Col-
lege and understand the importance of research in a
Christian liberal arts college.
Inquiries and applications should be directed to the
search committee, in care of:
Rev. H.R. De Bolster, President
REDEEMER COLLEGE
467 Beach Boulevard
Hamilton, ON L8H 6W8




LOOKING FOR WORK?

Carpenters, Builders, Plumbers, Cabinet Makers,
Programmers, Mechanics etc. etc.

What about contacting us for more information.

H.H. VAN DER LINDEN
878, 11th Avenue
WONDERBOOM SOUTH
0084 PRETORIA
SOUTH AFRICA

The Board of the Albany Free Reformed Education As-
sociation invites applications for the position of:

A primary school TEACHER for the junior grades
Duties will commence, D.V., January 1985.

Applicants are to be members of the Canadian Re-

formed Churches or one of their sister churches.

Albany, in the S.W. corner of Western Australia, is well-
known for its scenery and mild climate.

Our 10 grade school serves a church community of
some 500 people and has presently 110 students, 6
full-time, and a number of part-time teachers.
Please direct enquiries to:
The principal W.S. Fokkema
9 Beaufort Road
ALBANY 6330
Western Australia
Applications are to be submitted by 17 February, 1984
to:
The secretary R. Vermeulen
26 Park Road
ALBANY 6330
Western Australia

PRINCIPAL/TEACHER

The Canadian Reformed School Society of London of-
fers the challenging position of principal/teacher.
Teaching requirements will include the grades 5-8 and
principal responsibilities for our eight grade school will
commence September, 1984. Candidates should have
experience in teaching at the elementary grade level and
exposure to administrative duties would be desirable.
The school is located in a quiet rural-like setting, yet of-
fers the conveniences of a larger suburban area. The
city of London is an educational center with both a
University and College as well as a Teachers College.
This offers an excellent resource to teachers and pro-
vides the opportunity for continuing education. Medical
facilities are among the best and housing costs would
compare favourably with larger centers.

All applications and inquiries shall be handled in strict-
est confidence and should be directed to:

Mr. F. Oostdyk
Chairman — Education Committee
368 Highview Avenue East
London, ON N6C 5G8
Phone: (519) 681-3035

Food industry in BC needs an experienced financial ac-
countant. Familiarity with computerized accounting an as-
set. Preferably enrolled in 2nd or 3rd year of a recognized
accounting course.

Letters under Box no. 45, Clarion
1249 Plessis Road

Winnipeg, MB R2C 3L9

ANDERHOU
INSURANCE

780 KING STREET EAST

HAMILTON, ONTARIO
(416) 522-6200

FOR ALLROUND PROTECTION

Cll Tong todey!

Kes. (416) 387-0247

Senior Citizens
and Pensioners

1978 and 1979 Pensioner Homeowners’
School Tax Assistance Benefits

Senior citizens and pensioners* in 1978 or
1979 have until December 31, 1983 to apply for
benefits under the Pensioner Homeowners’
School Tax Assistance Program for 1978 and
1979. Benefits of up to $100.00 are available on a
dollar-for-dollar basis, where school taxes on
the pensioner’s home exceeded $375.00.

Further information is available from the
Manitoba Tax Assistance Office, Room 309,
Norquay Building. Telephone, in Winnipeg
943-3401; outside Winnipeg dial “0” and ask for
Zenith 36400 (toll free).

*Persons aged 55 to 64 with at least
half theirincome from Pension Sources

MANITEBA

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
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SPEELMAN’S BOOKHOUSE LTD.

JaapterHaar

Geschiedenis
| Vall}deia‘:;i:::::f:r:“
Lage Landen

Geschiedenis van Nederland Haar, J. ter Geschiedenis van de lage

landen in 4 delen. Elk 400

Algra, H. & A. pagina’s, gebonden. Een compleet

N . ) werk van de geschiedenis van

En dispereert niet. — Volledige Nederland, rijk geillustreerd, ook in
geschiedenis van Nederiand door de kleuren. Prachtig werk. $165.00

bekende Friese leiders in 5 delen,
gebonden. Twintig eeuwen historie
van de Nederlanden. Het laat zich

Bunnik/Kikkert OQorsprong en geschiedenis
van de Hollanders— Gebonden.

als een roman lezen. Ook Neder- 216 pagina’s $25.95
lands Indie en “‘De West,” politiek en Verwey, G. Geschiedenis van Neder-
zending wordt behandeld. Deel 5 land in 1 deel. Opnieuw versche-
bevat ook 2000 namen en ftref- nen, ingenaaid. 1085 pagina’s, zeer
woorden. “Up to date,”’ ook eerste gangbaar en bekend. (Levensverhaal

regeringsjaren van Koningin Beatrix. $59.50 van Nederland en zijn bevolking) $17.50

SPEELMAN’S
BOOKHOUSE LTD.
351 Albion Road

Rexdale, Ont. M9W 3P3
Telephone: (416) 741-6563

Please visit and support your

local Dutch Store and ask for
Books or records, cassettes etc.
or else write or call:

“All prepaid orders will be sent
free of postage and handling”

“Prices are subject to change without notice”

| DON'T BUY
INSURANCE UNTIL YOU CHECK WITH US
LIFE, NON-SMOKERS LESS 30%-60%

“All Lines of Insurance’’:
! I | Home, Car, Business, Life, Group, etc.
o -~ EBENEZER VILLA Serving the Golden Horseshoe.

337 Stone Church Road East, Hamilton, ON L9B 1B1
For rental, information and appoint- H O FSI N K

ment to view our new 30 unit senior cit- Insurance Broker

izens home, please call (416) 383.0097. Box 1145 “B,” Burlington, Ontario L7P 359
A few units are still available for im-

mediate occupancy. | JOHN H. HOFSINK (416) 634-0672

L —
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