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EDITORIAL

Perspectives on the
Christian Reformed Church:

Is there a bright future for church and world?

In the previous Editorial we paid attention to the book
Perspectives on the Christian Reformed Church. Studies in Its
History, Theology, and Ecumenicity, written on the occasion
of the retirement of Dr. John Henry Kromminga, president of
Calvin Theological Seminary. We continue our discussion of
this book, focusing on the second part, the six Studies on
Theology in the Christian Reformed Church (CRC). | shall first
give a short overview and then delve a little deeper into the
contents of one of these studies.

This second part written by Dr. Harry R. Boer begins with
a sympathetic-critical discussion of the pre-millennial ideas of
Rev. Diedrich Hinrich Kromminga. He is the father of the re-
tired Calvin Seminary president, and was professor in Church
History at Calvin before his son. The elder Kromminga’s book
gives us a variation of the modern thousand-year- reign idea.
He had no special place for the Jews in his millennium.

Reading through this study | have become even more con-
vinced that pre-millennialism is unfounded speculation that
raises more questions than it solves. Boer concludes his study
with saying: ‘‘The virtue of Kromminga's contribution is that
he has alerted us to eschatological possibilities in a manner
and on a scale that the Reformed tradition up to now has not
taken into account. Most especially an appreciation of Krom-
minga’s eschatological vision should raise the question by what
legitimate rationale can public discussion of it be ecclesiasti-
cally prohibited?”

With this last sentence Boer refers to the beginning of this
study in which he informs the reader that prof. Diedrich Krom-
minga did not publish his own views since he knew himself
bound by the Subscription Form with which Reformed office-
bearers promise that they will not teach or publish anything
that is in conflict with the Confession of the Reformed Church,
the Three Forms of Unity. Prof. Kromminga (Sr.) went to the
Synod in 1945 with a request to have a synodical study on this
matter but, he died in 1947 and the matter was not further pur-
sued. We can see in this attitude of professor Kromminga the
old faithfulness to the promise in signing the Subscription Form.
The last remark of Boer shows a different attitude. It under-
mines that old confessional faithfulness and promotes the
opening of a door to millennial speculations which | believe,
with professor Kromminga (Sr.), to be in conflict with our Re-
formed Confession Article 37 B.C. and Lord’s Day 19 H.C.
speak of only one return of Christ, namely as Judge, to judge
the living and the dead.

| also draw attention to the second last sentence. Krom-
minga’s contribution ‘‘has alerted us to eschatological possi-
bilities in a manner and on a scale that the Reformed tradition
up to now has not taken into account.” | read these words of
Boer in the light of what he has said before, in his critical evalu-
ation. | quote: “The central thrust of eschatology, however,
does not lie in eternity but in time.” And ‘“he (Kromminga)
discloses prospects that have never been seriously contem-
plated in mainline Reformed theology. They center around the
expectation of a final era in human history, comparable in anti-
thetical order to the first era in human history, in which faith
shall be so dominant and influential in the affairs of men as
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almost to negate its manifested power in any previous era. It
will be a power to be reckoned with not only religiously but also
in the affairs of the economy, politics, international relations,
education, the home, indeed, in the whole of life. It will have
the ability, after the binding of Satan, to bind also the aggres-
sive exploitative, demoralizing, and other negative proclivities
of the human spirit.”

This rather long quotation is needed, so that the reader
can follow me. Boer appears to me to be optimistic with re-
spect to the future, seeing the development of our history in
the following way. It began with an era of religious and moral
decline in the days before the flood, according to the Biblical
narrative, and in contrast with this beginning, the last period
of our human history will bring us a time in which the healing
influence of the reign of Christ will be experienced. Then a true
religious and moral life will flourish and the world will become
a Christian world with social, economic, and political justice
everywhere. Our world will develop into a “‘good’” world under
the influence of the gospel of Christ.

Also humanism has an optimistic view regarding the fu-
ture. Humanism proclaims that man is basically good; with
good education he will also do good and build himself a good
world. The socialist or communist branch of humanism is not
different. It pictures for our eyes a bright future of a final com-
munist state, where the ideals of the revolution are material-
ized: the ideals of liberty, fraternity and equality. Here social,
economic, and political justice and peace will rule the entire
(communist) world. This final “‘salvation’” will be brought about
by a spreading world revolution. That is why the social(ist)
revolution must be promoted all over the world.

The readers of Clarion know that a liberal, modern Chris-
tianity united in national Councils of Churches and in the World
Council of Churches, has basically taken over this line of think-
ing and this socialistic view, only putting it in a ““Christian”
garment. It is the thinking of today and a version of the social
gospel of ““liberation.” These social gospel adherents preach
and work for a better world in which social, economic, and
political justice and peace rule: a better world without oppres-
sion and discrimination. They are convinced that they as Chris-
tians have to be the “‘avant-garde,” the pushers of this better
world with their social ‘‘Christian’ gospel. With this thinking,
they expect a better future.

Is the optimism expressed in this contribution in Perspec-
tives on the Christian Reformed Church influenced by the
humanistic social gospel thinking? Is that its background? |
hope it is not. Anyway, | do not think that there is any Scrip-
tural ground for such optimism. God’s Word teaches us clearly
that the end of the history of this world will show the appearance
of the man of lawlessness (Il Thess. 2), an anti-Christ who will
receive the power and the throne of the dragon, and will de-
ceive the whole world (Rev. 13). And when the measure of sin
of this world is full through the man of lawlessness, then Christ
will appear as Judge, to judge the living and the dead. After
this, there will be the new heaven and the new earth.

This is not the time or the place to delve into the matter
of millennialism. But it will receive our attention in the future.

J. GEERTSEMA



Are nuclear
weapons acceptable?

Some reflections on

7. Disarmament

Seeing the results of the arms talks
and the hesitation of both superpowers
to make concessions, one might wonder
why they started these talks in the first
place. The answer is simply that they had
to. It was a must! Both sides realized that
the systems of the arms race and the
balance of terror are running out of con-
trol. The reaction and the resistance of
public opinion also must be faced.

In the disarmament conferences the
same rule functions which determines the
arms race, namely the question as to how
far they trust each other and in how far
they are convinced of each others deter-
mination to face the consequences. Also
in the disarmament conference the effect
of deterrence works. If the parties in a
disarmament conference already make
wrong assessments with respect to each
others determination, how will the system
of deterrence ever work when a real con-
frontation takes place? Therefore these
arms talks are extremely important and
the results are, humanly speaking, deci-
sive for the political and military develop-
ment of the near future.

Of course, both sides try to show off
and win public opinion. It is a big propa-
ganda campaign. They are both more
eager to win public support than we real-
ize. Every move is well considered. The
Soviet Union is also very concerned about
public opinion. They cannot afford to
continue the arms race as it is today in
the present economic situation. It might
very well kill their own economy. We don'’t
know too much about what is going on
behind the iron curtain, but even a dicta-
torial regime can spend a ruble only once.
People need food to live, and making
people slaves of the system has its limits.
The Soviet Union has tried desperately
and has succeeded in catching up with
the USA in the arms race, but don’t ask
what it has cost their national economy
which is in very bad shape, despite very
ambitious plans.

The Soviet Union is not prepared to
give up its ultimate goals, but it is a neces-
sity, also for them, to bring the escalation
in the arms race to a halt.

It is important, therefore, that we
strive and fight for multilateral disarma-

war and disarmaments

ment. It is in the best interest of all par-
ties involved. But it can be reached only
with the determination and willingness to
face reality.

8. Unilateral disarmament.

Many people are so frightened by the
prospect of nuclear war that they talk
about unilateral disarmament. Their rea-
soning goes like this: if we show our will-
ingness to stop the arms race by throw-
ing away our weapons, to start with all
nuclear weapons, the Soviet Union will
see that we mean business. They will not

feel threatened any longer and they will
follow suit. In this way we can restore
mutual trust and peace in this world.

Unfortunately, this is a rather naive
attitude. It does not take into considera-
tion the completely different approach
and way of thinking of the people in the
Eastern European Countries. They have
a different philosophy and attitude than
we have. The people in the Kremlin do
not feel the same way we do. They simply
do not believe that someone would give
up his defence and trust someone else.
Instead they consider unilateral disarma-
ment to be a matter of weakness and lack
of determination. They will only take ad-
vantage of the situation to reach their own
goal.

We also have to take into consid-
eration the big propaganda campaign.
According to some people who have es-
caped the Soviet System and have first-
hand knowledge, the Soviet Union is
working very hard to promote the so-
called ‘‘peace’’ movements in the world.
Every action against nuclear armament
and in favour of unilateral disarmament

is applauded by them. They are even will-

ing to support these movements finan-
cially whenever possible. At the same
time they will never allow such actions in
their own country.

It is unfortunate that many ‘‘peace”
activists are not aware of the fact that they
are being manipulated. The whole world-
wide peace movement is certainly a politi-
cal matter and a big propaganda project
as well. Many activists are manipulated
by naively following propaganda while
others, we don’t know how many, are
actively involved in the manipulation of
public opinion. This is a very dangerous

“The Soviet Union is also very concerned about public opin-
ion. They cannot afford to continue the arms race as it is
today in the present economic situation. It might very well
kill their own economy. We don’t know too much about
what is going on behind the iron curtain, but even a dicta-
torial regime can spend a ruble only once.”

situation. It can destroy or do great dam-
age to the deterrent of our defence orga-
nizations and the balance of terror. In-
stead of bringing peace it will increase the
chance that a local conflict will cause a
restricted war. Let us be realistic. The
Soviet Union is not prepared as yet to
take the risk of a worldwide nuclear war.
And they will never have to if the devel-
opment continues as it is today. The un-
dermining of the Western defence system
by all kinds of so-called peace move-
ments will give them military superiority
anyway. They do not even have to in-
crease their arsenal of armaments to
reach this goal, neither do they have to
use their missiles.

The greatest danger today is not a
well considered nuclear attack. Of
course, it could happen through a com-
plicated process of human mistakes,
computer errors, miscalculations and
misinterpretations. However, an even
greater danger is that the Soviet Union,
because of its superiority in the arms
race, will try to reach its goal via small
steps, as in Poland, Afghanistan and
other parts of the world.
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As it is today they can take it easy
and just go step by step. They don’t take
too many risks, because the Western
World is disunited and unable to resist
them. Public opinion prevents the West-
ern World from taking firm actions and
from showing real determination. That
basically means the end of the balance
of terror.

We have to be aware of these devel-
opments otherwise we will not be able to
make a just assessment of what is going
on today. Unilateral disarmament does
not solve any problem, on the contrary,
it only makes matters worse and it gives
an advantage to the Soviet Union and its
allies.

9. Are nuclear weapons
acceptable?

In spite of all we have said until now
the question remains: are nuclear weap-

the monopoly in this respect, would they
not have used them? We are not sure. On
the contrary, they would have at least
used their so-called tactical nuclear weap-
ons in local conflicts to reach their goal
and to bring matters to a fast solution and
to achieve their own goal. They would
have used their superiority to reach their
goals everywhere.

The presence of nuclear weapons on
both sides has prevented their use.

Still the question remains: can we
and may we use as a deterrent, weapons
which never will be used? If someone has
a gun, but everyone knows that he will
never use it, it does not work and does
not have any effect as a deterrent. The
balance of terror only works if both par-
ties are prepared to use their weapons.
In the military strategy of the USA the use
of nuclear weapons is certainly included
as an option. Dangerous as this may be,

“The greatest danger today is not a well considered nuclear
attack. An even greater danger is that the Soviet Union,
because of its superiority in the arms race, will try to reach
its goal via small steps, as in Poland, Afghanistan and other

parts of the world.”’

ons acceptable? It might be part and par-
cel of the arms race and of the balance
of terror, but is it an acceptable and ap-
propriate tool in this respect?

Due to recent publications we all re-
alize that a full nuclear war will leave no
survivors and no real winner. The bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end
of the Second World War had a terrible
aftermath. The present nuclear weapons
are much stronger. There is a great over-
kill capacity. A nuclear war will leave no
life on earth untouched and what will be
left may hardly appear to be life. It ap-
pears to be a totally inhuman way of war-
fare.

Certainly, that is true. Such a war
would almost annihilate human life on
earth. No one can deny or ignore this
reality. But still more has to be said to give
a complete picture of all the aspects in-
volved in nuclear armament. The atom
bombs dropped on Japan caused a terri-
ble ordeal but many more casualties and
cruelties would have taken place in the
Japanese concentration camps if the war
would have dragged on for many more
years.

During the last forty years, or at least
a part of them, the presence of nuclear
weapons has, humanly speaking, kept
both superpowers from using them. If the
USA would have destroyed all its nuclear
weapons and would have stopped further
development, would the Soviet Union
have done the same? We doubt it very
much. If the Soviet Union would have had
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it is the only way to prevent things from
getting worse.

We have to face the reality that these
weapons exist. Throwing away all West-
ern nuclear weapons will only increase
the danger that the Soviet Union will use
them. Though deterrence and the bal-
ance of terror might be frightening, the
absence of this balance would be even
worse.

Some reason: ‘“‘Let us, unilaterally,
start with nuclear disarmament, and the
Soviet Union will follow suit.”” We are con-
vinced they will not, as we have stated
before. Some argue that it would be bet-
ter to live under a Soviet supremacy than
face the possibility of a nuclear war. That
might sound reasonable. But is it realis-
tic? People who have escaped the Soviet
Union have a different opinion. The com-
munist system will never stop its effort to
gain power everywhere. Even the people
at the top do not trust each other and are
sometimes prepared to kill one another
to reach their personal goal, as history
has proven. The power struggle in the
Kremlin is not a public matter. It does not
go in the same way as in election cam-
paigns in our part of the world. But if it
goes that way among ‘‘comrades’ in the
Kremlin, let us not make any illusions
about the grass roots. Our freedom and
independence are at stake and they are
worthy of being defended.

Moreover, for us as Christians there
is another point we have to consider. In
our Western part of the world we can

serve the Lord without any hindrance. Let
us be thankful for that. The communist
system takes away this freedom. Of course
we know that the Lord takes care of His
people, also in persecution. But we should
not willingly bring ourselves into such a
situation. We have to be careful that we
do not forfeit our privileges.

10. Eschatological perspective

Finally we have to mention another
aspect.

What has been said until now seems
to paint a gloomy picture of the future. Is
a third world war inevitable? Many peo-
ple seem to follow, in an irresponsible
naivety, the leaders in so-called peace
movements and others willingly mislead
them. People seem to be willing to give
up their freedom. Where will this all end?
Is the future a matter of a global destruc-
tion or an atheistic supremacy? Does the
future hold worldwide persecution of the
Church?

We have to see it in a different way!

In the first place it might very well be
that a war or global disaster is at hand.
It is also possible that a time of persecu-
tion of the Church is coming. But basically
we knew it all along. The Bible in many
places tells us about war, persecution and
global calamities. But such catastrophes
will not occur because of human mistake
neither through a well considered attack
of an enemy. They will come as a fulfill-
ment of prophecy.

Not a decision of a superpower or a
computer error will cause the destruction
of this world and the end of all human life
but the sound of the trumpet and the word
of our Lord will trigger a great calamity.
That will be the great eschatological
event, the renewal of this earth at Christ’s
glorious return.

We do not know which means the
Lord will use to bring this earth to its final
destination. Our heavenly Father has very
often used sinful actions of man to bring
His plan of salvation to its fulfillment. He
will do it also in the future. Let us not lose
heart.

We have to face our responsibility to
defend our country, our freedom and our
national independence and sovereignty.
Ultimately we know we are citizens of the
Kingdom of Heaven from where we ex-
pect our Saviour and our King.

Let us work, aware of our responsi-
bility. Let us fulfill our mandate in this
world. Don’t worry too much.

If we have done what we can do, the
Lord will do what we cannot do. Our life
is in His hand. The whole world is under
His supremacy. He is the one and only
real ““Superpower.” In His care and under
His protection we are safe.

W. POUWELSE



PRESS REVIEW

British atheist rejects evolutionism

Sometimes scientific research causes
atheistic scientists to come to the conclu-
sion that there must be more than just
matter. Materialism as a philosophy “‘be-
lieves’’(!) or assumes that everything that
exists is basically matter. In a long evolu-
tionistic process, by chance, matter pro-
duced life. And life, based on matter,
developed into complicated life forms,
including life forms of a higher intellect.

In this philosophy of materialism,
man’s mind is just a matter of electrical
impulses, and reactions of the brain. And
brain is matter. This materialism is the
basis of all modern humanistic philoso-
phies as we have them in socialism and
communism.

Being confronted with such atheistic
materialism, the Christian believer can
rejoice when scientists conclude from
their scientific research that there must
be more than just matter.

| quote from the Preface of the book
The Mystery of the Mind written by Dr.
Wilder Penfield, a neurosurgeon, who
made a special study of epilepsy. He
wrote (page XIlI):

Throughout my own scientific career |,
like other scientists, have struggled to prove
that the brain accounts for the mind. But
now, perhaps, the time has come when we
may profitably consider the evidence as it
stands, and ask the question: Do brain-
mechanics account for the mind? Can the
mind be explained by what is now known
about the brain? If not, which is the more
reasonable of the two possible hypotheses:
that man’s being is based on one element,
or on two?

And on page 114 he writes:

In the end | conclude that there is no
good evidence, in spite of new methods . . .
that the brain alone can carry out the work
that the mind does. | conclude that it is
easier to rationalize man’s being on the
basis of two elements than on the basis of

1’

one.

The reader understands that the author
means with two elements both the physi-
cal (brain, matter) and the spiritual (soul,
mind, or spirit). In other words: man is
more than body cells. Man is also soul or
spirit. But we already knew that from
God’s Word.

Certainly we do not need the results
of scientific research in order to accept
the truth of God’s Word. Nevertheless, it
is a good thing to see that scientific re-
search causes people to come to conclu-
sions that deny a false philosophy like

materialism. (By the way, Dr. Wilder Pen-
field writes that he had a Christian up-
bringing.)

| write this as an introduction to what
follows. Recently | read the following lit-
tle interesting article in Nederlands Dag-
blad of February 27, 1984:

London — “ltis impossible, that life on
earth came about via a process of evolu-
tion.” This is a statement of Sir Fred Hoyle,
England’s most renown astronomist and so
far an avowed atheist.

With this statement Sir Hoyle places
himself in opposition to Darwin’s theory of
evolution. He has antagonized many evolu-
tionist scientists in this way. The theories
of Darwin are rejected as ‘‘absurd’’ by Sir
Hoyle in a recently published book. Man has
such unique qualities that it is impossible
that these came about by chance. Accord-
ing to Hoyle there must be an intelligence-
source somewhere in the cosmos which
governs the whole universe. His book shows
an almost yearning desire to discover more
about the mystery of life. “Is this intelli-
gence-source, outside the earth, unbridge-
ably far away?’’ asks Hoyle. “‘Or is it suffi-
ciently nearby so that we can make contact,
if only we know how?”’

On a question from a journalist whether
Hoyle would be willing to believe in a divine
creator, he responded: ““‘Yes, if | could un-
derstand it. | must be able to understand it.”

Now we do not confirm our faith with a
statement of the great astronomist, Sir

Fred Hoyle. Our faith stands apart from
it. Our faith is simply based on God’s
Word as the infallible truth revealed by
God. That is how God’s Word offers itself.
Our faith is the work of the Holy Spirit in
our heart by means of God’s Word and
its preaching.

Nevertheless, we can rejoice when
such a statement is made. It shows that
the eternal power of God in creation is
stronger than the satanic power of sup-
pressing the truth. | refer here to what the
apostle Paul writes in Romans 1:18-20.
What can be known about God, Paul
writes, is plain to the ungodly who sup-
press the truth, because God has shown
it to them. ““Ever since the creation of the
world His invisible nature, [or qualities,
literally: His invisible things, J.G.], name-

- ly, His eternal power and deity, has been

clearly perceived in the things that have
been made. So they are without excuse.”
We can see, on the one hand, that this
power of God with which He made the
earth and especially man with his intelli-
gence, has been too strong for the
atheist, Hoyle.

On the other hand, we can also see
that without faith as work of the regenerat-
ing power of the Holy Spirit the letter of
God in creation cannot be read correctly.
A natural man cannot understand or
grasp the things of the Spirit. Sir Hoyle
says that he is willing to accept faith in
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a divine Creator if he can understand.
That is the wrong order. Understanding,
human insight, and human reasoning do
not work faith. Sinful man, who is dead
in his trespasses and sin, in his unbelief,
cannot draw near to God in his own
power, nor through scientific research,
even when that research causes him to
admit that evolution is not the answer. No,
faith works and shapes understanding. It
is through faith that we understand that
the world was created by the Word of
God, Hebrews 11:3. Sir Hoyle has a great
desire to know the mystery of life. We
answer: God has revealed that mystery
in His Word. And in that Word He is not
far from us, but near. This is His Word of
grace in Christ Jesus who has made
known the Father to us.

We rejoice in the power of God in
creation, when a scientist comes to a
statement that says evolution cannot be
true. We rejoice even more with great and
humble thankfulness when we can say
that through grace we understand what
this great scientist does not. Our heavenly
Father has made all things and He up-
holds all things through His Word, through
Christ Jesus His Son unto full, eternal sal-
vation for those to whom He gives faith,
but also unto perdition of those who sup-
press the truth in their wickedness.

It is our prayer that many may come
to the true faith through His Word of
grace, and so find God as the saving

Creator.
J. GEERTSEMA

Letter
to the
Editor

Dear Editor:

We are writing this letter in response
to comments made in the January 27,
1984 issue of Clarion, News Medley col-
umn, concerning pipe organs vs elec-
tronic organs.

First, we would like to point out that
every instrument imitates a sound. A pipe
organ imitates a sound as much as an
electronic organ does. Sound, no matter
how it is produced, is still sound.

Secondly, a pipe organ does not
have a sound all its own. With the help
of several members of our group who
have had a number of years of musical
training on organ, we reviewed the stops
you usually find on the average pipe
organ. Some of them are labelled Tibia,
Flute, Trumpets, etc. A pipe organ does
not have these instruments inside of it,
it has pipes which sound like these instru-
ments.

Thirdly, we will agree that the pipe
organ is a fantastic instrument to have
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and to play but if purchasing one is a
problem for a congregation, especially a
small one, an electronic organ is more
than sufficient. In regards to your com-
ment that it is harder to sing along to an
electronic organ, we believe that this
would depend on both the setting and the
organist. If both are efficient, there should
be no problem. A bad setting and an in-
competent organist will be hard to sing
with on both a pipe and electronic organ.
Finally, we come to the purpose of
singing in church. We sing in church to
praise God and we feel that singing along
to an electronic organ will not offend Him.
It is not the sound and how it is produced
that counts, it is the words and the feel-
ing each individual has in their hearts.
Hoping you will understand our opin-

ion, we remain
Yours in Christ,
The Young People’s Society of the
Providence Canadian Reformed Church
Edmonton

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your letter and your inter-
est in this matter. As with you, so with me
it is close to my heart.

There are a few points in your letter
which show a misunderstanding, and |
should like you to take note of the follow-
ing.

g You write, “‘every instrument imitates
asound.” Did you really think before writ-
ing these words down? Does a pipe organ
really “‘imitate’”” sound, or does it produce
sound? When the wind enters a pipe, the
pipe starts “‘speaking.”” This is not an imi-
tation, but this is actual sound, peculiar
to that specific pipe. The pipe does not
imitate anything, it produces the sound
according to its own ‘‘nature,” that is:
according to the way it was built for this
specific rank. Do you know that you should
never put a Prestant-pipe amidst the rank
of Rohrfléte? It does not fit, for it belongs
to a different rank, it has a different “‘na-

ture.” )
It is a complete riddle to me how you

can say that a pipe organ ‘‘does not have
a sound all its own.”’ It produces — not
imitates — its own specific sound,; it pro-
duces a combination of sounds when you
use various stops together, and thus you
get a full “‘body.”

You write that with the help of several
members who have had a number of
years of musical training on organ, you
reviewed the stops you usually find on the
average pipe organ. Well, it would have
been a lot better if, instead of reviewing
the stops, you had examined the pipes.
Then you would have found that there is
a markable difference in the build of the
pipes. You would then not have written
e.g. that a pipe organ does not have a
“Flute”” inside it. You would have dis-
covered that the pipes belonging to the
trumpet stop all have a tongue which pro-

duces the trumpet sound, being moved
by the wind, (real trumpet sound, no im-
itation) in the same manner as the lips of
a trumpet player make the air vibrate. The
“tongue’’ of the pipe works in the same
manner as the lips of the trumpet player
you might say for simplicity’s sake. The
only difference is that the human trum-
pet player can change the pitch by means
of lip-pressure and valves, whereas the
pipe organ has a separate trumpet for
each note: C, C-sharp, D, E-flat, E, etc.

As for the flute, did you ever look in-
side an organ? Then you will have discov-
ered that each pipe is a separate flute,
producing one particular ‘“‘note.” When
you take a side-flute, there are several
holes, there are valves, and they are
manipulated by the fingers of the player.
This enables the player to play a tune on
the one instrument which is the same
instrument as all the pipes of the “‘flute-
stop’’ combined. | would not advise you
to do it, but if you had a chance to go in-
side an organ and take one of the flute
pipes out, and blew into it — not too force-
fully, for the air-pressure is carefully regu-
lated — you would produce the actual
flute sound. What you hold in your hand
is a real flute, just as real as the flutes
which we cut from willow branches when
| was a child; and just as real as the
whistles which you can buy in the store,
or the panpipes which you perhaps have
seen and played.

The panpipe is a real combination of
flutes. When you take them apart and put
them on a windchest, then you have a
flute you can play from the console of a
pipe organ. In fact, that’s what the pipe
organ has inside it. Don’t ever say now
again that a pipe organ does not have
these instruments in it. | hope that | have
convinced you. | hope that from now on
musical training on organ also includes
some theory about the ‘“‘innards” of a
pipe organ. It would be very beneficial.
Your letter would not have been written,
| am convinced, if such theory had been
taught.

Mind you, | shall certainly not con-
demn a congregation that cannot afford
a pipe organ and, for the time being,
avails itself of an electronic instrument.
In fact, | did accompany the congrega-
tional singing on such an instrument quite
a few times. If such an instrument will
have to do for some time, who am | to say
a bad word about it?

This does not take away my basic ob-
jection to electronic instruments, for of
these instruments it has to be said indeed:
““They do not have inside them what they
pretend to have and what we read on the
levers on the keyboard.”

Meanwhile, we shall continue sing-
ing to the glory of our God.

Yours sincerely,
VO



FROM THE SCRIPTURES

“And He said to them, ‘This kind cannot be driven out by anything but

prayer and fasting.’ ’’ Mark 9:29

Drawing the Battle Line

This response of the Lord Jesus to His disciples con-
cerning their inability to cast out a certain demon leaves us
a bit confused. Regardless of whether the term “fasting”
actually belongs to the text or not, the meaning of the Sav-
iour’s words is not clear. Are there, as some say, special
kinds of demons — some more powerful than others —
which are simply too strong for any resistance? Did the
disciples need to pray more to cast out more demons? Did
the Lord Jesus foster a kind of competitive mentality among
them with regard to their special powers?

The context tells us that the Lord Jesus is concerned
about something different here. He has just come down the
mountain of transfiguration with His disciples, and suddenly
He is confronted with this abrupt and powerful demonstra-
tion of the devil's power. He has talked with Moses and
Elijah in the presence of heavenly glory; now the full powers
of hell stand before Him. A young epileptic dashed to the
ground; he would foam, grind his teeth and become rigid
— allin all, a moving and disturbing spectacle. The disciples
find this show of demonic strength too powerful for them,
and in fear they stand back. The scribes have found here
a wonderful opportunity to discredit the Lord Jesus and His
work. The Lord Jesus meets with unbelief on every side,
from His own, and those not His own. And this is what He
must deal with.

It's especially the unbelief of the disciples that the Lord
Jesus is concerned about, and that forms such a trial and
temptation for Him. They were getting used to the exercise
of the special divine powers given to them, and began to
feel confident with their work of healing, casting out demons.
and other miracles. It was becoming easy for them — almost
fun. And they expected the arrival of the kingdom to be
very soon. Their thoughts were already focussed on the
positions of honour and prestige that would be distributed
among them. They saw the victory, and the arrival of the
kingdom, but did not see the battle, and how it would be
fought.

That is why this healing of the epileptic boy appears
here, after the transfiguration. This is the great mid-point in
Christ’s ministry, the mid-point of Mark’s gospel. Here Christ
Jesus begins to announce His coming suffering and death:
He begins to show the way the battle will be fought. And
where His disciples have completely misjudged the battle,
He must draw the battle lines sharply. They had begun to
think it was all coming quite easily; now the Lord Jesus tells
them how great the enemy is. They do not contend with
flesh and blood, but with powers and principalities. They are
to be equipped for spiritual warfare — not political battle.

So the Lord Jesus calls His disciples to deep. intense
prayer. And whether the term “fasting” is included or not,
the idea is certainly not foreign to the context. Prayer —
earnest, serious, heartfelt and continuous prayer — is re-
quired to battle against the powers of the evil one. One may
not expect automatic results. All one’s concentration — mind
and body — must be directed to the Lord’s service, and to-
wards the honour of His name. Diligence, self-examination
and heartfelt turning to God in prayer is required to fight
the Lord’s battles.

This is the prayer Christ Himself had to learn and prac-
tice. It was there at the beginning of His ministry, Mark
1:12, 13, 35. It returns here at the middle of His ministry,
the great turning point. So it also returns at the end of His
life on earth. Again the disciples had to climb a mountain;
again it was night, and again they were weary, cf. Luke
9:32; 22:45. But this time there was no transfiguration, no
moment of glory. All heavenly help left Him. He had only
one weapon: fasting and prayer, Mark 14:32 ff. — intense,
heartfelt, unwavering cries to His Father in heaven. He
fought the battle according to the lines drawn by His Father,
and so came to see that He had no easy enemy. Yet He
remained faithful, and fought as a faithful Son, obtaining
a complete victory. “For in the days of His flesh. Jesus
offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to Him who was able to save Him from death. and
He was heard for his godly fear . . . he learned obedience
through what He suffered; and being made perfect He
became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,”
Heb. 5:8, 9.

Thus, those who follow Him and share His salvation
must see the battle lines, and how deep they are drawn.
We cannot be content with easy prayers, expecting quick
and easy answers. We cannot expect automatic deliverance
from trials and temptations. Rather, in the power of the Spirit
we must pray earnestly to God day by day. directing our
attention to His will and His honour. Without serious, in-
tent and fervent prayer, our faith will only be small and
waning. Growth and maturity in discipleship requires a life
of “prayer and fasting” — regular and devoted personal and
family worship before the Lord who has saved us, and de-
livered us from all the power of the evil one. Then we will
see the truth of the words:

“When perils o'ertake us, escape Thou wilt make us.
and with Thy help, O Lord. our battles we win."
Hymn 59:2

J. DEJONG
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PATRIMONY PROFILE:.

By Rev. W.W.J. VanOene

“The propaedeutic examination was done at the Pro-
vincial Synod and covered all disciplines. Likewise the
peremptory examination, with this difference that each
province sent two deputies (ministers) so that, when all
were present, there were besides the ministers of the Pro-
vincial Assembly another sixteen ministers by whom one
was examined. And one was in for it then for at least one-
and-a-half days, so that it was sometimes necessary to
have an intermission of half an hour because the candi-
date was exhausted. The exams started at 10 in the morn-
ing and sometimes went on till 8 or 9 or even 10 at night.
They were concluded with a serious inquiry as to the call-
ing to the ministry.”

As for the study: ““We had to attend lectures daily:
in the morning with the lecturer in languages and logic,
in the evening with Rev. Kok who also taught Historia
Sacra, General and National History. We were free on
Saturdays but had to study. The first year we were allowed
to go for a walk an hour in the afternoon, but not after that.
We studied from 5:00 a.m. till 10:00 p.m.; during the winter
we started a little later. That was not bad at all, was it?”’

When the Theological School in Kampen was estab-
lished the Rev. Kok had no students left: they all had been
admitted into the ministry.

The Gelderland School

From approximately 1839 on both Rev. A.C. van
Raalte and Rev. A. Brummelkamp were engaged in the
work of training for the ministry. They saw themselves
more or less guided into this work by brothers who ap-
proached them with the request for instruction. The plans
to combine the efforts of both ministers were shelved when
Brummelkamp accepted the call to Schiedam; but when
he returned to Gelderland and became a minister in Arn-
hem in August, 1842, the situation changed again. Van
Raalte came to Arnhem with his students in November,
1844. The cooperation between Brummelkamp and van
Raalte did not last long: the latter had plans to emigrate
to the United States, which plan was realized in October,
1846.

Brummelkamp was on the verge of moving to Amster-
dam to become a member of the faculty of the Christian
Reformed Seminary, which was to be established in Am-
sterdam and intended to be an institution where ministers
of ““Reformed persuasion’ were to be trained, when he
changed his mind and chose for his Seceded brothers in-
stead of for his friends in the Netherlands Reformed
Church.

In 1851 — as we saw before — the unity is restored
between Brummelkamp and those following him on the
one side and the other Seceded Churches on the other
side. This unity is confirmed at the Synod of Zwolle in 1854,
by which Synod the Theological School in Kampen is es-
tablished. The Rev. Anthony Brummelkamp is appointed
to the faculty of this School. The unity of training is
achieved. The one school for the training for the ministry
will serve all the churches from now on.

The Reformed Congregations under the Cross or
De Gereformeerde Kerk in Nederland (The Reformed
Church in The Netherlands)

There was no doubt or uncertainty among the Se-
ceders that they remained in the path of the old, Catholic
Church, and that therefore they were the legitimate con-
tinuation of the Reformed Church in The Netherlands. That
they were not permitted to carry this name was no reason
for them to abandon their claim. It was only through pres-
sure and in order to receive recognition by the civil au-
thorities that — for the time being at least — they con-
sented to give up the name ‘““Reformed.”” As we saw be-
fore: Utrecht with the Rev. H.P. Scholte was the first con-
gregation to yield. Not all of the Seceders went along with
this course of action. There was a group which boldly and
bravely held on to its claim and also in its official docu-
ments presented itself as “‘the already for centuries exist-
ing Reformed Church in The Netherlands.”

“The Reformed Church in The Netherlands” is also
known as “The Reformed Congregations under the Cross.”
The latter name expresses that they are being dealt with
in an unjust manner, that their rights are being trampled
upon. Sometimes we also find the expression “The Re-
formed Church under the Cross.”” What is the reason that
they speak of “Reformed Church’ the one time and “‘Re-
formed Congregations’’ the other time?

Some of the leaven of the hierarchical form of church
government and its underlying principle that: the national
body is church (singular); the local parts of the national
body are congregations (plural), was still evident. We shall
see more of this leaven. It is seen in the Regulation of
1869; it also played a part in the discussions between the
Churches of the Secession and those of the Doleantie.

Wolter Wagter Smitt

A short time after the Secession accusations were
brought in against the ministers Brummelkamp, Scholte,
van Raalte, and van Velzen. It was said that they were
not preaching the pure doctrine and did not promote a con-
duct that was pure. This happened specifically in and
around Zwolle and was done especially by Wolter Wagter
Smitt who, as a lay preacher conducted services in that
region on a rather regular basis.

This Mr. Smitt was usually called Lieutenant Smitt,
because he was an officer in the local militia. Born in
Steenwijk, in 1804, he made profession of faith in 1825.
However, soon he found no satisfaction in the services
that were held and with some others he organized meet-
ings where they studied and discussed God’s Word. On
February 27, 1838, the young people were cited to appear
before the Consistory of Steenwijk because they had the
audacity to have their own gatherings every other Sun-
day evening instead of going to church.

However, the brothers were not intimidated and con-
tinued. The consistory then asked the local government
“to take care that these gatherings which are so com-
pletely in conflict with the will of His Majesty, our beloved
King, and whereby the peace and rest of the National
Church, the love and edification of the congregation is
undermined, and whereby all sort of disorder is caused,
are prevented.”” This did not help either. Even the accusa-
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tion that the gatherings of the young people constituted
a danger for the state (!) had no effect.

The meetings and his attendance there could not pre-
vent that Wolter Smitt was appointed sergeant-major in
the militia on October 4, 1829. A little more than a year
later he was commissioned as second lieutenant in which
capacity he also served during the Belgian Campaign.
From 1834 on until its disbandment in 1839, he served
with the militia in Zwolle.

When, in 1835, a Seceded Congregation was formed
in Zwolle, Smitt was among their number and regularly
conducted the services. Initially they confined themselves
within the limit of 20 persons, but Smitt did not have any
objection if members on an individual basis should ask
for permission to come together with more than 20 per-
sons instead of asking for this permission as a congrega-
tion. In the latter case they would have had to acknowledge
that they were something new and would have been obli-
gated to refrain from any ecclesiastical actions; in the
former case they did not have to reveal what they were
planning; and the less they told the civil authorities the
better it would be.

When Synod of Utrecht of 1837 changed the Church
Order, some congregations in Overijssel broke the bond
with the other Seceded Congregations. In a brochure,
Smitt writes, that by not holding on to the Dort Church
Order in every respect, the Seceders have given occasion
to others to regard them as a “‘new sect.”” He was especial-
ly opposed to the introductory articles and what was said
therein about church membership. He called it a devia-
tion from the doctrine of the fathers when it was being
taught ““that all who are found in the visible church are
to be considered as true members of the church, yea that
it is not allowed to suspect anyone of hypocrisy as long
as he is pure in confession and of irreproachable conduct.”
He was not completely correct in that, but he did not want
to be convinced by H. de Cock; and when a split occurred,
he was the recognized leader of those who broke with the
church.

On July 10, 1840, a meeting was held in Mastenbroek
where various congregations around Zwolle were repre-
sented. At this meeting A. Schouwenburg, W.W. Smitt,
D. van der Werp, and A. Flier are ordained as ministers.

In June 1844 the various ‘‘Congregations under the
Cross” united as one federation, at the General Synod
of the Reformed Church in The Netherlands held at Lin-
schoten. They adopted the Three Forms of Unity and the
unchanged Church Order of Dordrecht. At this same as-
sembly the lay preacher Cornelis van den Oever of Rotter-
dam was examined and declared eligible for call accord-
ing to Art. 8 of the Church Order; after which the Rev.
W.W. Smitt ordained him as a minister in Rotterdam.

W.W. Smitt did not serve long. On August 31, 1846
he preached for the last time in Zalk. His text was Psalm
73:3. In the afternoon Lord’s Day 48 was explained. When
he came home he was ill. He died on September 9, 1846.

Efforts towards Reunion

The Reformed Church in The Netherlands and the
Christian Seceded Congregations generally stood sharp-
ly over against each other. Some extreme minds among

the Seceders said that it was better to go to church with
the Roman Catholics than with the Congregations under
the Cross. Sometimes even children baptized by ministers
of the latter were baptized again when the legitimacy of
the office of such a minister was considered doubtful. The
actual cause of the conflict was distrust and judging each
other rashly and unheard. And: the request for recogni-
tion, even though it made an end to persecution, did more
harm to the cause of the liberated churches than the per-
secution had been able to inflict. The brothers lived sepa-
rately for some thirty years. The main guilt is to be sought
with those who, cost what it may, wanted to push the new
Church Order.

True, the Synod of the Seceded Churches of 1840
declared, “And while acknowledging that in imprudence,
by changing the Church Order, we have disturbed the con-
gregations, not realizing that this change was to have such
effects of confusion, we now desire that by the setting
aside of all self-made Church Orders, and by the recogni-
tion of that which our fathers made, the minds of all —
Seceders as well as non-Seceders — who have become
scared, may be put at ease.”

But now the big question was: Who was right, the
ones who adopted and pushed the new Church Order
through or those who rejected it and held on to the old
Church Order of Dort? Both groups claimed: ‘‘We are the
Church.” Somewhere some would have to give. Both said:
““You have to come and join us.”” How was the unity to
be restored? Synod 1849 of the Seceded Churches “‘in-
vited the Reformed Congregations under the Cross . . .
to come to this Synod in order that we may talk about
re-union.”’ In reply, the ““Cross Churches’’ sent a letter
in which they defended their right to exist, accused the
Seceders of having sacrificed the principles of the Seces-
sion, and declared that for that reason they could not unite
with them.

The Synod then decided to respond to this letter with
a submission in which they presented themselves to the
““Cross Churches’ as the true Church and told them:
“Your behaviour, your ecclesiastical position is therefore
directly in conflict with God’s Word, our Forms of Unity,
as well as with our liturgy and Church Order. ‘“‘For this
reason we must declare with sadness that you have ren-
dered yourselves guilty of public schism, intrusion upon
the holy ministry, and profanation of the sacraments, while
increasing your guilt as long as you continue in this way.
Therefore we are not allowed to unite with you, lest we
bring upon ourselves the Lord’s displeasure. But we pray
and advise you, confess your sins before the Lord and
before men; fearing Him, for with the Lord there is forgive-
ness. Return to the communion of the church in order that
we may rejoice with you and because of you.”

It is not surprising why a rather negative reaction
resulted from the above communication. Yet the Congre-
gations under the Cross showed much willingness to come
to closer contact, and, possibly, closer bonds. This ap-
pears already from a decision which their General Assem-
bly, held at Zwartsluis April 25, 1849, had made. This was
three months before the above quoted letter from the Se-
ceded Synod was sent.

— To be continued.
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NEWS MEDLEY

In all quietness and without much ado, brother and sister
D. DeWitt of Guelph celebrated their fifty-fifth wedding anni-
versary. They did have an Open House and celebrated with
their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren after the
Open House had been closed, become a closed session, so
to speak. Although our brother’s health has not been lately what
we would have loved to see it be, yet he could enjoy the bless-
ings of the Lord to the full extent and they are both very grate-
ful to our gracious God for the privileges given them in such
an abundant measure. They know from whom they have re-
ceived their blessings and on whom they depend for the future.
Also via our Clarion our heartfelt congratulations and a con-
tinuation of the blessings received thus far.

There may be more brothers and sisters who should have
been mentioned in our column, but | am not aware of any other
celebrations. Clarion has not arrived at regular intervals — ex-
cept at regularly-too-late dates — and therefore | do not know
whether there is any advertisement in the March 23 issue
(which | have not yet received on the 29th of that month). We
have been told that there won’t be an increase in postal rates
this year. There had better not be one when a letter from British
Columbia’s Fraser Valley to my mailbox in the Fergus Post
Office takes ten days to get from the one place to the other.
Lately they had a ““dispute” in the Guelph Post Office with the
result that there it took ten days for a letter to travel from a
mailbox to the homes of people living in Guelph. As a result
of this, many taxpayers were faced with penalties because their
payments reached the proper address sometimes more than
a week too late.

In this case it must be said that the “‘tax people’’ showed
compassion — or was it union solidarity? — and the penalties
were waived.

In any case, we do have a few news items to pass on or
to comment on, in spite of the postal difficulties. It won’t be
a long medley, something which various readers won’t regret,
| am certain.

If anyone is planning on visiting relatives in the Brampton
area, he may appreciate it to know that it was ‘‘decided to move
the Lord’s Supper from July 8 to June 24, to accommodate
the holiday period.” July is mostly the holiday month for many
Church members, but there may be some who go a little
early. They know now about Brampton’s changed schedule.

At the Ottawa Consistory the matter of Home Mission was
discussed and ‘‘after some discussion it is decided to form a
Home Mission Committee.”

The Congregation Meeting in Burlington West saw the fol-
lowing on its agenda: ‘‘Plans for the manse to be built on the
church property will be presented and discussed.”’ It is a nice
place to build a house and to live, quiet and off the highway.
Personally | have no desire at all to live in a city again; the
wide view we have and the need to use field glasses if one
wishes to look into the neighbour’s livingroom suits us fine.
We enjoy the former and make no use of the latter. Neither
do our neighbours for that matter, at least not as far as we
know.

As for this building of a manse, | still think that for the Church
itself it is the smartest thing to do. In the long run it is the cheap-
est for the Church. For the minister, however, it means that
he still does not have any equity in a house once he retires.
He has to start from scratch at an age at which practically all
others have paid off their mortgage and have no trouble living
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off their pension earnings. If he wants to rent a house once
he is retired, the payments may be more than he can afford.
Recently | heard of someone who rented a house that was suit-
able for him and his family and who had to pay $750.00 per
month rent. | almost fainted when hearing this, but upon fur-
ther reflection did not find this amount exorbitantly high. If a
house costs $80,000.00 the owner may expect a reasonable
return on his investment, and could easily make 10% if he
invested in certificates. That brings us already close to the $750
per month; and then we still have to add the property taxes
and maintenance costs.

Granted, when a minister retires, he could do with much
less as far as house is concerned than what he needs while
being in active service. Still, the cost may be considerable.

For this reason | read with great warmth around my heart
— pardon the figure of speech — that the Providence, Edmon-
ton, Consistory decided ‘‘to request the Committee of Admin-
istration to give Council advice re: a fund for the accommoda-
tion for the minister when he retires.”

Don’t think now that | write these things because | am
approaching retirement age myself. | have enough courage
to approach the Consistory here in Fergus if it would be
necessary that they take similar measures. | only pass it on
for the benefit of my colleagues and of the Consistories who
may from time to time think about this matter.

Burlington East’s bulletin contained the following passage
from the hand of its minister. ‘A few weeks ago we had a
visitor in our midst who recently, with his family, moved from
Calgary up north to Whitehorse. Also from our congregation
a family moved to Whitehorse a few years ago. They have met,
and our visitor told me that he intends to place an ad in the
paper there to find out whether there are more Reformed be-
lievers there, so that they may meet together.”

| pass this news item on in order that anyone who knows
about any person or family living in that area may add his infor-
mation to the above, in the hope that contact may be achieved.
and the gathering of believers may continue also in the NWT,
and the Yukon. So far we have to confine ourselves to the
Yukon, and this is a vast area, but knowing that there are a
few families who wish to maintain the bond, some of our peo-
ple may have an opportunity to find suitable employ in that
region and now be encouraged to pursue it, knowing that there
are others who may be of help and support. No one should
go there without the firm determination to remain faithful to
the Lord and to seek and maintain the bond with the brothers
and sisters. But everyone who is of that resolve should con-
sider the possibilities.

In more than one bulletin | read remarks about the ‘“‘last
pews.” Thereby are meant the rear pews in the auditoriums,
pews which apparently attract mostly the younger members
and sometimes are the scene of littering — wrappers of pep-
permints and other candies — and of talking and other activi-
ties which should not take place during the worship services.
We come to Church to meet the Lord, to hear His Word, to
sing to His praise and to practise the covenant-bond which our
God has established with us. It should not be necessary that
the following be written in a bulletin.

“Oversight and discipline regarding the attitude of some
members of the Congregation, who often are seated in the back
of the Church are discussed. The Consistory decides to re-
mind the congregation that a problem does exist and urges



all members to conduct themselves as they should. Parents
have the duty to know how their children conduct themselves
during the worship services.”

The problem is most times that there are only a few who
misbehave; however, the others — due to “‘peer pressure’” —
don’t want to sit somewhere else, and do not have the nerve
to tell the culprits to “‘quit it.” Thus even those who go to
Church with the sincere intention to listen and to behave prop-
erly are oftentimes involved in actions which they hate deep
in their hearts. Improvement can be expected only when our
young people themselves make the guilty ones to understand
that they are not appreciated if they continue. You will be sur-
prised how soon things improve if that happens!

We close with some news from the Fraser Valley.

““With regard to the singing of the Apostles’ Creed at the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper it was decided not to follow
this suggestion up for the time being.”” This was a decision
of the Abbotsford Consistory.

It is a great improvement already that the Apostles’ Creed
is no longer found in the prayer, as was the case in the old
form. It would be an even greater improvement if the Congre-
gation as a whole professed their faith with these words, but
Reformed people are sometimes wrongly-conservative and
oftentimes it is so that a vociferous small group of people
impose their will upon all the rest by simple blackmail. Note:
| am not referring here to Abbotsford! | have something else
in mind and say this for clarity’s sake.

““A date was also set for an informative meeting with the
brothers and sisters in the U.S. concerning a possible Church
institution in Washington.”” Apparently the matter has not yet
been laid to rest but is still very much alive. Even if the possi-
bilities are not there at the moment, it is good when the matter
keeps having the attention of those involved.

The Surrey Municipal Council decided not to permit wide-
open Sunday shopping. This is what Rev. J. Visscher reports
in the Church News. *“We may thank the Lord that He has heard
our prayers in this regard and also blessed our witness. It was
indeed quite something to see so many of you at the hearing
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held by the Council. It seemed to me that of the 200 people
present; at least 150 were from the Cloverdale and Maranatha
congregations. | was also pleased to see that so many of you
took the opportunity to address the Council directly at this hear-
ing. It has surely had a bearing on the outcome.”

This shows anew that we should be involved also in local,
political matters, and should let our voice be heard in order
to achieve that God’s Word be acknowledged in civil life. The
Word of God itself works and penetrates, but if we don’t see
to it that this Word is heard, as is our obligation, no effect can
ever be noticed.

In Langley, the Consistory received a request ‘‘from the
Credo Christian High School Board to investigate the possi-
bility of cooperating in the area of caretaking. This request will
be forwarded to the Committee of Administration.”’

Similar action may be considered elsewhere as well. In
Langley the buildings are close together, so this does not
present a problem. It would solve some difficulties if a full-time
position could be created. Now the caretaker duties for both
Church and School are part-time concerns, with the result that
the one as well as the other could suffer to some extent. If a
caretaker holds a full-time job, it is not easy for him to be
present when, in the evening, a meeting is held in one of the
facilities of the Church building. Yet, this is his duty, for it is
his responsibility to see to it that everything is locked properly,
that the lights are off, that the thermostats have been turned
down, and so on. This is not an easy task to fulfill after the
regular daily task has been finished. Thus it may be a solution
to combine two jobs, the one for the Church and the other one
for the School, although even then it is questionable whether
this will provide a complete income. In any case, it is good that
the matter is being considered.

Let’s end high up.

“The Committee will also be instructed to examine the
feasibility of installing a steeple on the Church.”

And: in the Okanagan Valley spring visitors are arriving
once again. VO

Classis Alberta/Manitoba, Edmonton,
AB, March 13, 14 and 15, 1984

The chairman of the convening
Church, the Rev. S. DeBruin, opens the
meeting in a Christian manner. He wel-
comes the delegates in the new building
of the Immanuel Church.

All credentials are in good order.
Classis is constituted.

As officers are appointed Rev. A. de
Jager, chairman; Rev. M. van Beveren,
vice-chairman; Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar, clerk.

Reports of church visitation to the
Churches at Calgary, Coaldale, Barrhead
and Neerlandia are read.

The annual report of the Classical
treasurer, br. A.J. Nauta, is received with
appreciation for the work done.

The Immanuel Church at Edmonton
reports that it has found the Classical
archives kept by the Providence Church
complete and in good order.

Revised rules for conducting church
visitation are adopted and will be incor-

porated into the Regulations for Classis.
A general Guideline for the questions
asked at the visitations is also adopted.
During the Question Period ad Art.
41 C.0O. the Church at Carman requests
and receives advice regarding the con-
vening of the next Regional Synod. The
Church at Winnipeg requests and re-
ceives advice in matters of discipline.
The Church at Carman submits some
proposals regarding the mandate of the
Committee for Needy Churches. It is de-
cided to appoint some brethren to draw
up a mandate and to report to Classis.
The Church at Calgary requests
Classis’ advice re the calling of a minister.
Classis declares that it is desirable that
the Church at Calgary receives a minister
of the Word, and advises the Church at
Calgary (1) to further consider what finan-
cial responsibilities the Church at Calgary
can take upon itself when calling a minis-
ter; (2) to request from the Committee for
Needy Churches advice in this matter;
(8) to submit to the next Classis a request

for financial assistance, if deemed neces-
sary.
Several appeals against decisions of
the Immanuel Church at Edmonton are
dealt with in committee meetings. It is de-
cided that the committees further prepare
proposals for the continued Classical
meeting to be held on May 15, 1985, at
10:00 a.m. in Edmonton.

The Rev. B.J. Berends reports on
correspondence with the Fraternal Rela-
tions Committee, Presbytery of the Dako-
tas, of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

It is decided to appoint the Rev.
D.J. Wielenga to take the place of Rev.
B.J. Berends, who has accepted a call to
the Church at Smithers, BC, examiner
for Doctrine and Creeds, and the Rev.
P.K.A. DeBoer is appointed to represent
the Churches with the Government of
Manitoba.

The Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar leads in
prayer and thanksgiving.

The chairman adjourns this session.

For Classis, M. VAN BEVEREN
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Mission and evangelism

The Bible Course:

This Bible Course, Een Geschenk Uit De
Hemel (A Gift from Heaven), produced by
our Dutch sister churches has been re-

—vised—and—transtated—by—the—Reformed

Evangelism Taskforce.
Creation

It is not at all surprising that the ques-
tion about the origin of this world has in-
trigued and puzzled man throughout his-
tory. We are confronted with it every day.
You keep asking yourself, “Where did all
this come from?

Neither is it surprising that many
answers have been given to this question.
Answers that differ very much. There are
for instance the myths of the ancient peo-
ples, stories about the origin of man and
animals, of water and land. These tales
have been strongly influenced by local
circumstances. Sometimes a high moun-
tain plays a role and sometimes the sea
stands central in the story.

All of these stories and myths were
invented by man and were transmitted
from one generation to the next. New ele-
ments were continually added as time
went by. Nevertheless, as man’s under-
standing of nature and of natural phe-
nomena grew, myths and sagas began to
play less and less of a role in man’s think-
ing. Yet one question remained relevant:
“What is the origin of all things?’’ That
question is still current.

Today there is a very popular answer
to that question making the rounds. It is
the evolution theory. This theory goes out
from the point of view that higher, more
developed organisms came from lower,
more simple organisms. According to it,
life evolved from dead matter and after
a long period of time (billions of years)
and after many mutations, man made his
appearance. In this entire process, it is
chance that played a major role. Such is
the basic idea of the evolution theory,
although it is often worked out in a vari-
ety of ways.

Assumptions

Now, if you study the theory of evolu-
tion carefully, you will soon discover that
it proceeds from certain theoretical as-
sumptions. One is that nonliving things
gave rise to living material. Another is that
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one species gave rise to a different one

(eg. Protozoa to Metazoa). And so there

are many more assumptions, assump-
tions, we say, because they have never
been duplicated in any laboratory but
have taken form in the mind of man by
way of deduction. Evolutionists have yet
to find the missing link that will substan-
tiate their theory.

Certainties

There are many myths, there are just
as many scientific theories, but there is
no certainty. No one knows how life real-
ly began. However, that is not true, for
there is a source of knowledge that al-
most everyone overlooks today. It is the
BIBLE. Already on its first pages we re-
ceive the answer to the question of ori-
gins. “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth’’ (Gen. 1:1). God
did not create some primitive matter out
of which everything slowly evolved. No,
He gave to each creature its essence, its
form, its appearance and its mode of life.
God also created the first people: Adam
and Eve. They were placed in the Garden
of Eden, in Paradise. That is where they
were to live and work.

More specifically, what does the Bi-
ble say about creation, the origin of the
world? In Gen. 1 and 2 you can find a
description of creation. A brief outline of
the six creation days is as follows:

Day One:

God creates light. He calls the light ‘Day”’
and the darkness ‘‘Night.”

Day Two:

God separates the waters. The firmament
He calls ““Heaven.”

Day Three:

Water comes together and the dry land
appears. The dry land He calls “‘Earth,”
and the water He calls “Sea.” On the
same day He creates the plants and trees.
Day Four:

God creates the sun, the moon, and the
stars. The luminaries are there to sepa-
rate day from night. They serve as signs
for seasons, days and years.

Day Five:

God creates the sea animals and the
birds.

' Day Six:

God creates the land animals. On this last
creation day God also creates man. He
creates him in His image and after His
likeness. Man has to rule over all that God
has made.

Following the description of creation, it
says in Gen. 1:31, ““And God saw all that
He had made, and see, it was very good.”

You will not find a detailed descrip-
tion of creation in the Bible. What you will
find there is enough for you to acknowl-
edge that God is the Creator of every-
thing.

What may we know?

If you now know and believe that God
has created all things, you will see things
differently. Behind everything around you,
behind all of creation, you will see God
Himself. When you walk through nature,
you will see and experience God’s might
and power. The writer of Psalm 19 did
too: ““The heavens are telling the glory of
God; and the firmament proclaims His
handiwork.” In Psalm 147 we read: ‘‘He
gives snow like wool; He scatters hoar-
frost like ashes. He casts forth His ice like
morsels; who can stand before His cold?”

Besides telling us that God is the
Creator of the world, the Bible also tells
us that He still rules and upholds it. Ever
in our time when all things seem pos-
sible, no creature can live in his own
strength. The Creator gives life. He can
take it back too. Being aware that God is
the Creator and upholder of this world
means that you will have to be careful
with creation. Not so much out of respect
for life itself, but more so out of respect
for the Maker and Giver of life. Behind the
creation stands the Creator.

As people we run the risk that we
begin to see life and nature as indepen-
dent powers. However, the Bible warns
us against this when it says, “Yet, O Lord,
Thou art our Father; we are the clay, and
Thou art our potter; we are all the work
of Thy hand.” The thought that life is
independent is a result of the theory of
evolution. Sometimes, for example in
Eastern religions, nature and life are said
to be divine, and hence worthy of wor-
ship. The Bible, on the other hand, teach-




es us to show respect for God first of all,
and that from that respect should come
respect for nature and life.

The place of man

The Bible says: ““So God created
man in His own image, in the image of
God He created him; male and female
He created them.” Man is the crowning
achievement of God’s work. The words
“image’” and “likeness’ point us in a cer-
tain direction. They do not mean that man
physically looks like God or that he has
a little bit of divinity in him. No, when man
is called God’s image, it means that God
creates man in such a way and with such
qualities that he is able to fulfill his ap-
pointment as the living representative
of God on earth. In God’s way and in
God’s name he has to rule justly over all
creation. In Gen. 1:28 it says: “‘And God
blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and

| subdue it; and have dominion over the

fish of the sea and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.” ”

When God thus looked at everything
He had created, all was good. In other
words, everything turned out the way He
intended it to. Adam and Eve could work
fully, freely and joyfully. Nothing ham-
pered them. Their life was a continuous
feast, a feast in honour of their God and
Maker, who created everything to His
glory.
Questions:

1. Adam was appointed ruler (viceroy)
over the earth by God. How does that
appear from Gen. 1:26-28?

2. How was man created (Gen. 2:7) and
how was woman (Gen. 2:18-24)?

3. What did God do on the seventh day?
(Gen. 2:2-4) Why is that so important?
(see Exodus 20:8-11).

— To be continued.

YAK ISDA BIKADH

Smithers Indian Ministry Newsletter No. 6 March 1984

WHAT WOULD JESUS HAVE DONE FOR THEM?

Why live?

He came in halfway the evening,
looking haggard and bewildered. Joe (not
his real name)* had dropped in at the
Centre before with some of his buddies
curious to see what we were doing there.
They had many questions but made sure
we would not get too personal. Tonight
Joe was all different and his face, ugly from
the many scars from previous fights and
mishaps, looked more painful than usual.
‘| am not disturbing you, am I? You don’t
mind if | sit down? Please help me! | just
came out of the bar and all my friends are
still there. Maybe | should go there again
too: we are all going to hell anyway! | look
ugly and my life is ugly, | have made a
big mess of things and there is no way
out anymore. The devil won’t let me go
and | am sure God would not want a guy
like me anyway. Why did | even come
here?”’

““Maybe God brought you here, Joe,
to show you a way to lead a new life that
will not lead to destruction. He can set
you free. That’s why Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners: ugly peo-
ple, ugly lives, people who have made a
big mess of it all.”

“But my mom and dad also died lead-
ing an evil life. You know they were burned
to death when | was a little kid while they
were on a fishing boat, probably drunk.
I guess there is no hope for me either.
And how about my friends who are prob-
ably getting more drunk and doped up

while | sit here telling you all these things
| should have never told you. Well, | bet-
ter move along.”

“‘Shall we first pray together, Joe?
Atfter all, God is the only one who can help
you and set you free.” O.K.

Joe is no exception. Often such des-
perate persons do drop in, at unexpected
times and unexpected situations, search-
ing and looking for help.

Many troubles

We have known Alec for a number
of years. His teenage children have been
coming to the Youth Bible Camps and Alec
himself and his wife have often visited
camp to pass on some of the Indian heri-
tage to the children. He is one of the most
regular attenders at the Adult Bible Study
even though it means driving 30 km for
it with a car that breaks down at least
once a month. He admits he needs the
strength and courage Bible study gives
him and wishes that his wife would share
this need. Lately she has been joining him
more often but bingos are still a greater
attraction and often she is very rebellious
against God. Their troubles are many.
Since they are non-status Indians (not
registered as Indians with the govern-
ment) they do not have all the benefits of
reserve status-Indians. Yet they are both
leading figures in the Indian society and
their extended families resulting in many
social and financial obligations. She re-
sents the poverty they live in. They have to

give up their home in a month’s time even
though they live on traditional grounds.
Their boys are unemployed after finishing
high school and out of boredom at times
take to drinking. A teenage daughter is
pregnant. Traditionally they are Roman
Catholic and ties are still strong. Yet it
gives them no help, no support and no
fellowship. Some other relatives are put-
ting pressure on them to attend the pray-
er meetings of the charismatics. Amidst
all this confusion they want to know what
the Bible really says and so they continue
to come to the Christian Indian Centre:
hungry for the Word of God. May the Lord
keep this family united and may they learn
to walk in the ways of the Lord, ‘“Yak’isda
Bik’ah,” and experience the only comfort
in life and death.

The outcast

He grew up on an isolated reserve,
the oldest of a large family. When ali the
children were left orphans Patrick knew
it was his responsibility to take care of his
brothers and sisters. Fish was abundant
and hunting was good but it left no time
for school. His younger brothers grew up,
went to school and some had a gocd job
but Patrick had no qualifications for any-
thing and since he had often found escape
in drinking he was not in good physical
health either. They moved to town one
after the other and sometimes Patrick is
allowed to live in with one of his brothers
but it never lasts long. He is an embittered
man, looking 15 years older than his
actual age. He is known as a “‘wino,”” an
embarrassment to his own people, and
shunned by others since he becomes
most unfriendly when intoxicated. Soon
he may receive a pension if he will reach
that age.

Lately he lives with a “friend” in a
shack in a back alley: no water, no heat,
no stove to cook on and no power. It means
going to bed when it gets dark, eating
bread and some cold canned meat and
drinking . . ., yes, what else?

He accepted the invitation to come
for a hot lunch at the Centre and has
dropped in regularly ever since. Some-
times we have good conversations but
often communication is very difficult. Yet
he appreciates being accepted as he is
and having a place where he can rest,
have a cup of coffee and some delicious
homemade soup. In the meantime we
sow the seed. Two of his buddies burned
to death at Christmastime who lived in
similar conditions with similar problems.
May the Lord have mercy on Patrick.

‘““He is different”’

“Chester is different,” his parents
say, ‘‘he is quiet and never gives serious
problems. He doesn’t drink and he doesn’t
fight.” Yes, he is different. We have known
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him for five years, he has come to all the
Youth Bible Camps and hardly ever misses
any other of our activities and yet it is hard
to really know Chester. He is very con-
scious of being Indian and that their life
is so much different. Now he is in his
teens and faithfully attends the Teeners’
Bible Study Club. He does not say much
but follows the Bible lesson and under his
breath gives the right answers just so that
you don’t appear to eager in front of your
peers and yet let the leader know you are
taking an active part and learning.

Chester is very sportsminded and ex-
cels in several sports. Lately his boxing
instructor is putting pressure on him to
skip Bible study because he is such a
promising boxer and could make it to a
number of tournaments in other towns.
They also need him for floorhockey and
in a little while for baseball as well, but
Chester is different. He comes to the Cen-
tre anyway and likes to get a ride home,
not because home is so far but because
when alone he likes to talk. He also has
his problems: at times his family goes on
a drinking brawl, sleeping at the regular
hours becomes impossible, he misses
school, they ridicule him for not taking
part: ““Come on, you're not a little kid any-
more!” Then there is the peer group pres-
sure: it is not easy to be popular in sports
and at the same time be faithful at the
Christian Indian Centre, neither when at
times you are almost the only one who
comes to Bible Study because your friends
said they would come but found something
more exciting instead. Yet Chester
comes. He is different. Is it because the
Holy Spirit is working in his heart through
all that he has heard from the gospel
through the years?

““Let them come to Me”’

She is only a little one and shows the
symptoms of being born of alcoholic par-

ents, a slow learner and having problems |

concentrating for any length of time. Yet
Sheila is usually at the Sunday morning
Youth Group. Sometimes she misses be-
cause the whole family is sleeping yet,
even at 11:30 a.m. Sometimes she can-
not stay home and has to go somewhere
else for a day or so. ““‘Mom is at it again!”’
An older brother asked us if Sheila was
allowed to come: “She needs it because
she is always stealing in stores.”” Sheila
says she comes because she wants to go
to the summer camps just like her older
brother. She takes an active part in the
Bible lesson and enjoys hearing how Jesus
cared for people who had all kinds of
problems. Last week she was not home
and we picked her up at a brother’s place.
“Did you go to my mom'’s place first? Was
she still drunk? She cut my dad with a knife
last night.”

On the way home from a Get-Together
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she asked: “Mr. Van, | was never baptized.
What happens to me when | die? | pray
every night now.”” A troubled little heart,
hidden behind a barricade of loud behav-
iour and foul language.

Etcetera

We could continue and tell you of
many more troubled people, old or young,
troubled through their own doing or that
of others, some who want help, others
who don’t, likeable people, and some-
times not so likeable, yes, at times even
repulsive. Yet the Lord leads them all to

Christ for sinners and hopeless ones.

We are thankful that also during the
past months we were allowed to continue
to do this. The Lord gave us health and
opportunities. There is development and
progress and we may also be encouraged
by your continuous and generous sup-
port. May the Lord bless this work so that
the new life in Jesus Christ may set us
free from the bondage of sin to the honour
of the Redeemer.

C. VAN SPRONSEN

*None of the names used are real.
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= 272.94
. 607.17
¢ 639.00
- 564.57
- 699.39
- 290.00
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$12,587.45 12,587.45

$ 7,473.30 7,473.30

633.00
163.00

$35,948.75
23,728.75
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us, or leads us to them and being His ser-
vant and imagebearer we must ask our-
selves: “What would Jesus have done for
them? What would He have said? How
would He have helped? How would Jesus
receive them?”’ Usually asking these
questions will also give us the answer:
open the Scriptures, pray, lend a listen-
ing ear, give a ‘‘cup of water” show
hospitality and compassion and help to
heal the wounds; guide them in the relig-
ious confusion in the ways of the Lord;
proclaim God’s love as revealed in Jesus

Once again, the figures show that
financial support has been more than
adequate. We are able to pay $8,000.—
on the principal of the loan from the
Church at Smithers.

We thank all those who have sup-
ported us in prayer and deed, and may
this work be acceptable in the sight of our
God!

J. PLUG, Treasurer
Home Mission Board
Box 3868

Smithers, BC V0J 2NO



OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

Dear Busy Beavers,

Easter morning.

The women are sad. The disciples are sad.

But then Mary comes back from the tomb happy and ex-
cited.

The sad disciples will not listen to her.

They are too sad to open their ears to Mary’s story.

Mary says that she SAW the Lord and that He is ALIVE.

Alive? Jesus alive? He died. They KNOW He died. The
women helped Joseph of Arimathea bury Him.

No, Jesus is dead. And the disciples are too sad to notice
the joy in Mary’s eyes and voice.

But Peter goes to check the tomb, just to be sure.

And now he, too, comes back happy, yes, joyful.

““The Lord lives” Peter shouts.

Later still the excited men of Emmaus burst in on the other
disciples, “The Lord lives.”

Their joy grows, and the living Lord Himself comes to them.

Yes, He LIVES.

The disciples knew it then, and we may know it now. The
Lord lives.

And because He is alive, everything is right between God
and us.

No matter who we are, no matter what our worries, the
living, powerful Lord is OURS, if we believe in Him.

Easter Quiz: The Living Lord

1.John 11:25 ‘I am the andthe
he who believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live.”
2.John 6:35 “lamthe___ oflife; he who comes
to me shall not hunger, and he who believes
inmeshallnever ____
3. John 8:12 ““I am the light of the world; he who follows
me will not walk in darkness but will have
the lightof ___ .
4. John 10:10b ““|I came that they may have -,
and have it
5.John 10:11 “The good shepherd lays down his
for the
6.John 10:28 *‘| give them (my sheep)
, and they shall never perish, and
no one shall them out of my
7.John 14:6 “I am the , and the
and the no one comes to the
Father, but by me.’
8. Romans 8:2 For the law of the of
in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law
of and .
9. Col. 3:4 When Christ who is our life
then you also will appear with Him |n
10. | John “...God gave us eternal life, and this life
5:11, 12 - is in His . He who has the Son
has ; he who has not the
__ of God has not
11. Rev. 2.7 To him who conquers | will grant to eat of
the of which is in
the _ of God.

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Alida Knol.
We are happy to have you join us. Be sure to join in
all our Busy Beaver activities. | think you’re going to
be a very good writer, Alida. Keep up the good work.

I think your grandmother was very happy to see you all,
Irma Van Ellenberg. After talking all that Dutch did you start
reading it, too? Thanks for the riddles, Irma.

What are some of the sengs you sing in your choir, Katrina
De Jong. Will you write and tell us about it? | think your little
sister thinks it’s fun when you feed her, right Katrina?

Hello, Jennifer Siebenga. It was nice to hear from you
again. | see you are a real Busy Beaver. Thanks for the rid-
dles, Jennifer. Keep up the good work!

Thanks for the big word search, Marjorie and Jeannie
Barendregt. You really mean to keep those Busy Beavers busy,
don’t you? And thanks for the poem, too, Jeannie. Bye for now.

Who got to split all your wood, Brenda De Boer? Did you
help stacking it? How did you enjoy your March break? You’re
a good puzzler, Brenda. Your answers were all right.

Hello, Esther Bouwman. It was nice to hear from you again.
Thanks for the puzzle you sent in. That will keep the Busy
Beavers busy for a while! Write again soon, Esther.

I think you had a lot of winter fun, Carl De Boer. Do you
and your brother miss the snow? Are you still playing soccer
at school? Thanks for the puzzle, Carl. Keep up the good work!

Quiz Time!

Code Quiz

i‘ °) by Busy Beaver Esther Bouwman
N 22 1 16

Ad M-9 16 4 28 22 1 19 12

B-14 N-26

C-2 0-3 .

D-8 P-13 22 1 16

E-16 Q-17 ,

F-10 R-28 - —

G-20 S-12 7 3 28 8 12

H-1 T-22

1-19 u-23 - —

J-15 V-21 4 26 8 22 1 16

K-11 W-18

L-7 X-5 .

10 23 7 7 26 16 12 12

Busy Beavers, you can earn an Easter bookmark by send-
ing me the answers to this quiz!
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WORD SEARCH sled dark dim call
by Busy Beavers Marjorie and Jeannie Barendregt able Saturday aim clay
alike rod middle card
RULES: You are not allowed to have any letters left over when ball deeds ads vield
you have finished the puzzle. If you do, you made a mistake. band lyre rate dots
On your mark . . . Bible did it trlo star
Get set . .. better edge nut haw
GO! table brag sake chirp
red earth vampire dish
HERDP REWOREKTEBENGCH 2 pory iaugn ol
C L AEETETYTETETEAUTHAE lam doll ashes
baa soak eye
T D T L K T A DI NI RT I S M L Ebenezer name really
zebra get elevator
A DS S TAL L N IT RT I P M bad workbench lip
lended stall yearly
M I A A S R E E A P A T D E E bib yet viel
belly askew manner
AM K S T OD I MM I O I R T bee camper aisle
X M EN I VA Y EARTLYE E ba grave match
babble harlot drew
L AAAADARIKTEV ARG S Y ant ray delay
blend axle helmet
E OWW R I O E DG E A A E L A herd Xmas bus
day wax earned
L YREDOB Z E A R TMH L HW eel loan dare
doze snare allow
B B E E N MEEIRY S A G O N drama vine yawn
B ATBAANTDT BATEWTL 0 g Dbel rodeo never
A NTAOBLE S E RA L | E V Did you have any letters left over?
No? Great!
B E E L B I B E L L AL L D E Be sure to send in your quiz and your entries in our
!
B | B L AKTETETLTEUVATOR SPRING CONTEST very soon!
Love from your
B L E NDEIDA AY AL CARD Aunt Betty

CHURCH NEWS

!

OTTAWA, ON

With great joy and thankfulness to
the Lord, we announce the birth of
our first child:

DECLINED to Winnipeg, MB:
REV. CL. STAM
of Smithville, ON

As of April 1, 1984, afternoon worship ser-

vices will start at 2:30 p.m., instead of LEEANNA MARIA

2 p.m.

With thanks to the Lord, the Creator
and Preserver of life, we are hap-
py to announce the birth of:

GERALDINE ELIZABETH

Born on February 23, 1984
A little sister for: Gerrilynn Rosalie

Johan Wendell

Dean lan Harmen

Bruce John Cornell

Laurence Andrew

Rev. and Mrs. W. Huizinga

349 Stone Church Road East
Hamilton, ON L9B 1B1

The LORD has done great things for
us; we are glad. Psalm 126:3
With joy and thankfulness to our
heavenly Father, who has entrusted
into our care one of His covenant
children, we wish to announce the
birth of our daughter:

THERESA LYNN

Born: March 3, 1984
Gord and Trudy Huebert
(nee Gelderman)

42498 South Sumas Road
RR 1, Sardis, BC VOX 1Y0

Born: February 25, 1984
John and Trudy VanLuik
(nee Vandergriendt)
2 Ida Street
St. Catharines, ON L2R 3X4

With joyful hearts, we thank the
Lord for our first child, a son:

RAYMOND HARM

Born: February 5, 1984
Rick and Debbie Faber
(nee Vreugdenhil)

9283 Telegraph Road
Sumas, WA 98295
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Psalm 119:73-80

With great joy and thankfulness to
the Lord, for giving to us, and mak-
ing everything well, we wish to an-
nounce the birth of our first child:

ZWANETTE FLORINE MARIA

Born: February 13, 1984
John and Florine Breukelman
First grandchild for:
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Kobes
Yarrow, BC
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Breukelman
Sardis, BC
First great-grandchild for:
Mr. John Veldman
Clearbrook, BC
Third great-grandchild for:
Mrs. Z. Dijkstra
Zwolle, The Netherlands
41212 No. 3 Road
Yarrow, BC VOX 2A0

We give thanks to our heavenly
Father, who has given into our care
His covenant child, our son and
brother:

DAVID NATHANIEL

Born: March 13, 1984
Andrew and Mariann Baartman
Edward, Neal and Kent

105 Cartier Crescent
Richmond Hill, ON L4C 2N3

With much joy and thankfulness to
the Lord, the Creator of life, we
wish to announce the birth of our

second son:

DARRYL WESLEY

Born: February 15, 1984
A brother for: Ryan

Jesse and Dorothy Oosterhoff

Smithville, ON

With joy and thankfulness to the
Lord, who has entrusted to our care
His covenant child, we announce
the birth of:

STEVEN MATTHEW

Born: March 2, 1984
A brother for: Jonathan, Christina
Daniel, and Michael
John and Erna Moedt
(nee Van Beek)
Box 2285, Taber, AB TOK 2GO0

With thankfulness to the Lord, we
are pleased to announce the birth
of our son:

JUSTIN GIJSBERTUS

Born: April 4, 1984

A brother for: Eric and Michelle
Arie and Alice Veenendaal

Box 361, Carman, MB ROG 0J0

With thankfulness to the Lord we

announce our engagement:

NORINE DE WIT
and
JOHN KOBES

March 10, 1984
Surrey, BC

Change of address:
KEITH AND COBY SIKKEMA

from: The Netherlands
to: SIS, Pos 7
Box 239
Sentani, Irda
INDONESIA

FOR RENT

3 bedroom mobile home by the day,

week or month. Home iscompletely
furnished and located at beautiful
Shuswap Lake with beach front
property and Marina.

Contact 588-4875 in Surrey, B.C.

1959 — April 25 — 1984
For Thy steadfast love is great above the heavens. Thy
faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father we wish to an-
nounce the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our dear par-

ents and grandparents:

JOHN TAMS
and

DOROTHY RENEE TAMS (nee Oostenbrug)

Coaldale, AB: Jake and Mickey Van Seters
Randall and Michelle

Taber, AB: Harvey Tams

Louie and Sharon Tams
Christopher and Brandon

Gordon
Michael
Richard
Sidney
Jessica
Robin

Box 1505, Taber, AB TOK 2G0

Psalm 108:4

parents:

1954 — April 27 — 1984

Bless the LORD, all His works, in all places of His do-
minion: Bless the LORD, O my soul.

With thankfulness to the Lord we announce the 30th
Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and grand-

LOUIS DYKSTRA
and

TENA DYKSTRA (nee Douma)

Their thankful children and grandchildren:
Ulrum, Groningen: Janna and Rieks DeVink

Tanya and Leanne

Edmonton, AB: John and Yvonne Dykstra

Colleen and Curtis
Jerry and Sandra Dykstra
Shawn and Miranda

Louis Dykstra

Barrhead, AB: Gail Dykstra and Darren Dykstra
Box 677, Barrhead, AB TOG OEO

Psalm 103:22
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Ulrum 1944 — May 24 — 1984 Coaldale

We thank God that we may celebrate the 40th Wedding
Anniversary of:

CORNELIS VAN SETERS
and

MARTJE VAN SETERS
(nee Geertsema)

| Cor. 7:29-32
Coaldale, AB: John and Geertine Vandenberg
Clarence, Pauline, Dwight, Henry
Edmonton, AB: Marianne Kloosterman
Coaldale, AB: John and Harriét Van Raalte
Malcolm
Jim and Karen Van Spronsen
Jordan, Kelly
Lethbridge, AB: Jan and Lemien Deemter
Klaas, Martin, Gerry, Derek

Box 1359, Coaldale, AB TOK OLO

A newly established Barrhead-Neerlandia political study
group would like to get in contact with other groups.
Anyone with any information which may be of help to us,
please contact the secretary,
Mrs. C. DeBoer
Box 2
Vega, AB TOG 2HO0
(403) 674-4958

November 2, 1902 — March 16, 1984

On March 16, not unexpected, yet suddenly, the Lord
took to Himself His covenant child, our beloved father,
grandfather and great-grandfather:

HENDERIKUS POL

in his 82nd year. | Philippians 1:21
Australia: Jane Pol (nee Klaver)
Surrey, BC: Renny and Dick Vandergugten
Gerry and Agnes Pol

11 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren

The Faculty of the Theological College of the Canadian
Reformed Churches invites students who obtain their
B.A. degree or its equivalent this spring, to contact the
Registrar with a view to the requirements for application.

Students who graduate from high school and are con-
sidering to study theology after completion of an under-
graduate program, are also requested to contact the
Registrar to be advised as to the B.A. program which
provides the best preparation for their future study at the
College.

The Registrar, L. Selles

374 Queen Street South

Hamilton, ON L8P 3T9

IN APPRECIATION

Thank you very much for all the expressions of sympathy
we received during the lengthy illness as well as after
the passing away of my dearly beloved wife, our loving
mother and grandmother

JANKE ABIGJE MOES (nee Lommers)
On behalf of the family:
Rev. L. Moes
Lunenberg 11

4385 ER VLISSINGEN
The Netherlands

URGENT
Are you a teacher with two years experience? Do you
want to change? We need you in the United States
urgently.
Please call collect:

616-455-4681 or 616-949-7374

after 4 p.m.

The John Calvin School (Burlington, ON) is in need of:
PRIMARY TEACHERS

for the 1984-1985 school year.
For further information contact the principal:

Mr. N. VanDooren
Phone: Home (416) 689-5000
School (416) 634-8015

Applications should be forwarded to the secretary of the
Board:

Dr. H. Scholtens
RR 1, Freelton, ON LOR 1KO
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INSURANCE

780 KING STREET EAST
HAMILTON, ONTARIO
(416) 522-6200

FOR ALLROUND PROTECTION

Call Tony today!

Kes. (416) 387-0247




SPRING CONCERT wan @gggt House of Pianos

of the Combined Choirs from
Brampton, Guelph, Orangeville, Toronto
, on April 28, 1984, 8:00 p.m. KAWALI, HEINTZMAN,
2 ¢ SHERLOCK-MANNING

in the 2nd Christian Reformed

Church, corner of McLautlim Over 65 new and
Road/Steeles Avenue, Bramp- reconditioned pianos
ton, ON
Highway 5
Just west of Waterdown
BURLINGTON CHOIR Phone: (416) 689-6833
‘“‘SOLI DEO GLORIA”’
under the direction of Elizabeth Van Meggelen, with
participation of the Guido de Brés High School choir of
Hamilton, will hold its annual spring concert on Friday, TIMOTHY CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL OF HAM-
May 11, 1984, at 8:00 p.m. in the Rehoboth Canadian ILTON requires a:

Reformed Church on Hwy. #5 in Burlington. PART TIME TEACHER

whose duties are to commence in September 1984.

All.correspondence should be directed to the secretary
of the Education committee:

The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of

Carman Incorporated invites applications for: l\/1/r699 % Vag Dr;a'/dden
neida Blvd.
PRIMARY GRADE TEACHERS Ancaster, ON L9C 3C7

For information contact the principal:
C. Meliefste
Box 1098 Carman, MB RO0G 0J0

Phone: (204) 745-2663 Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School of Smithers, BC
Please send applications to: has openings in the following teaching positions:
F. Dewit One (1) HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
Box 27 Carman, MB ROG 0J0 preferably English, Social Studies and History
Phone: (204) 745-3270 One (1) LOWER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER

Send resumes to:
Box 3700, Smithers, BC V0J 2NO

For the 1984/1985 school year the Ebenezer Canadian

Reformed School of Chatham and District will be in need or contact: Mr. W. Kanis
of: Phone: (604) 847-3492
TWO TEACHERS
for Grades 7 to 10.
For the following subjects: Science, Mathematics, En-
glish, French, Physical Education, and possibly Business The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of
and Consumer Education, Typing and Art, and Smithville/Lincoln, operating John Calvin School in
PART-TIME TEACHER Smithville, Ontario, invites application for:

(FIVE MORNINGS PER WEEK)

For more information and resumes contact the principal:
Mr. J.A. Roukema _ ) o
Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School For information contact the principal:
4850 t’:ﬂctfr\]laug%?\jn A&’?EuzeHEaSt Mr. P.H. Torenvliet
atham, .
School (519) 354-1142 School: (416) 957-3161
Home (519) 351-0917 Res.: (416) 957-2188

Please forward applications to:

A GRADE TWO TEACHER

Duties to commence September, 1984.

Applications should be sent to:

Mr. R. Smgding Mr. H.J. Homan, Secretary
Education Committee of the Canadian Reformed School Society
Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School of Smithville/Lincoln
1525 Gordon Street West | RR 1, Wellandport, ON LOR 2J0
Wallaceburg, ON NB8A 4N7 l' L
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The Covenant

in Creation
Genesis 1, 2, 3

25 Bible stories
for young children
age 4-10

60 pages,illustrated
By Mrs. J. Tillema

*Postage and handling extra.

ORDER DIRECTLY FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING

1249 PLESSIS ROAD,
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2C 3L9
TELEPHONE: (204) 2225218

Another Look at Dooyeweerd  $4.75

Dr. J. Douma
This book is a translation of Dr. Douma’s study on the Dooyeweerdian philosophy.
Soft Cover, 80 pages. ISBN 0-88756-025-3

Christian Morals and Ethics $4.95

Dr. J. Douma

Originally published in The Netherlands under the title: Verantwoord Handelen. Dr.
Douma’s study on Christian morals and ethics. Soft Cover, 110 pages.

ISBN 0-88756-024-5

Everything in Christ $5.75

Rev. Cl. Stam

Minister of the Word of the Canadian Reformed Church at Smithville, Ontario.

This book intends to give an introduction to the Christian faith as it is summarized in
the Belgic Confession. Second Edition, Revised. Soft Cover, 152 Pages.

ISBN 0-88756-016-4

Test the Spirits $5.45

A series of essays about sects and ideas which confuse the mind of the believer.
Soft Cover, 138 Pages |ISBN 0-88756-011-3

The Ancient Text of the New Testament $3.95

Dr. J. van Bruggen
Professor of New Testament at the Reformed Theological College in Kampen, The Netherlands.

In his The Ancient Text of the New Testament, Professor van Bruggen deals with the confusion
surrounding the text of the New Testament. Soft Cover, 40 pages ISBN 0-88756-005-9

Get Out! $5.95

G. VanDooren, M.Th.
A guideline for Reformed congregational evangelism. Soft Cover, 160 pages
ISBN 0 88756-022-9

. AVAILABLE FROM YOUR FAVORITE
The Beauty Of Beformed thurgy $4,75 BOOK DISTRIBUTOR OR ORDER DIRECTLY FROM
G. VanDooren, M.Th. PREMIER PUBLISHING

Rev. VanDooren explains the various aspects of the covenantal relationship between the 1249 PLESSIS ROAD,

: ) ; WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2C 3L9
LORD and His people in the Reformed order of worship. TELEPHONE: (204) 222-5218

Soft Cover, 80 pages ISBN 0-88756-023-7




