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The need

There s not only a need for Reformead ministers of God’s
Word. There is also a need for Reformed teachers in our midst.

is
it is June at the momaent of this w g, and there are stili
school boards asking for dnkzica%iom tor a teaching position.
it is even so that one of the schools ig still in need of a prin-
cipal. This need for teachers is not only caused by the fact that
a number of female teachers exchange the classroom for the
'iivim, room and kitchen, the school for the home, the position
of teacher for that of wife and mother, but we see also male
ieachers ie?vmg their profession in mrb"s’zgg for involvernent
in business in one way or another.

When | asked why these men make this change, the
answers | got were: some find the job too hard; others sesm
1o have a hard time making ends meet with today’s excorbitant
hi g%‘ prices of houses and the high first and second morigages.
i heard of one teacher’s statement that he earnsad less with his
fifteen years or so of experience i an a young girl that just

started and was in possession of a n;;mbar of papsr 2%’1&‘%:
he did not have. Again others find dealing with pas 3 00
frustrating.

As for the statement that teaching voung people is not an

easy job, bzt can be guite hard on a person, who wiil aem
this? A conscientious teacher who loves God and His churc] h,
and, therefore, the youth of the covenant, and whose dasire
it is fo do a good job and who works hard for it, has his/her
hands full. However, there are more people who find their daily
work demanding. Teachers are "u:t? the on y 0nes.

Then there is the financial side. Or ra iher there are the
financial aspects. And et me, before | continue, r’vake the
remark that | do not want to blame any specific person, or have

y specific person in mi rd I do not want 1o talk about per-
Mm’as, only about matiars, issues, situations; about whal is and
what could and shouid 'm%_

There is in the first place room for the gquestion, "Do we
let our teachers earn enough, so that they can make ends mest
in the present situation?” Do we, as school soc;euéq, bsing
in the position of employers in this respact, treat our workers
ustly and fairly? (Col. 4:1} This means, not rmis; arm“ who are

single, but also i;‘msr: who have the responsibi aw m 8, per-
za ,5,, grewcrg ?-arm 7t mcu.d rw‘::é he S0 1‘hf

s’“Ez i is not w E“aa male teach-
ec M.a%(e {maore}
fac ‘ma* Waxeng msg 2y has such
o get infecied

Cq&w

uem*@ ’ay zi"e
noure

nportant place | ,-ummmfiv, s that the

and lose sight of a ¢ mf:} -given aa%:fﬂg. | shall n@- writeé more
about this matter here. In the previous issusg it received enocugh

attention.

& revolutionary situation

Then there is :%e ¢
se

mplaint that the w*b is often 80 frus-
ating becau Hn i

ne problems in t assroom, and

&5
N
o

aven more becauss g:&rnr s do not back up the tsachers, but
take a stand behind their children in opposition 1o the teachers,
when i‘mre are minor or larger problems,

Now | do not say that ieachers always are righi. Aim a
teacher can m wuc:c'e & situation, can say the wrong word, ¢
do the wrong thing, is not always Zaf‘ﬁu and wise. And | o;:ae
that teachers, just like others, have the courage, the wisdom,
and the humbleness to acknowledge to a student and possibly
his or her parents that (s}he was wrong, when this should be
acknowledged, even partly. Such an attituds can clear the atl-
*ms;mﬂm as‘zd restore troubled relations. Besides, acknowledg-
ing wrong does not mean losing one's face; on the contrary,
in most cases a child or student will respect it in the parent
or teacher when he or she admiis to having been wrong on
a certain point, when this was so. if, under normal circum-
stances, a teacher acknowledges his wrong, the child or stu-
dent is also mors inclined to acknowledge his wrong.

‘Ha ever, we deal here with a complaint that neads our
serious aftention, because this phenomenon appsars 1o be in-
creasing. When we were still living in BC, the principals of
both the elementary and the é‘ngh w.c%"oaz in the western part
of the Fraser Valley br Gugh% this matter of parents backing up
their children against the teachers o the rrembersship at gen-
eral membfwehip meetings, because they experienced this
problem as a serious one that was increasingly undermining
a proper functioning of the school. | have hea;d more teachers
cor mplain about this matter. is the general “crisis of authori-
ty’’ in the world around us taking hold more and more of ocur
Reformed parent-generation (while we probably do not reslize
it), and therefore also of our youth?

Amund us authority is eroding. In general, people show
less and less respect for those in a position of authority: the
government, including police officers and judges, management
in business, teachers at school, parents at home, and s0 on.
We are confronted here with one of the consequencss of the
French Revolution and of all subsequent revolutions which
have proclaimed, and are continuing to proclaim, the gospel
of equality. All men are equal. All have their human rights. Also
those who have a position of authority adhere 1o the same
revolutionary hé?mse:}h; and often speak and act accordingly.
in such a siuation it is already extremely difficult, s%pes:aﬁzv
for a sin %; rebellious human nalure, 1o have a submissive al-
iémf‘ nid this situation is aggravaled when those who are
::sz»,-mm of authority undermine that position by misusing it.
This revolutionary crigis of amwar;&y is the most basic, most

U”

o
"C}

ruinous evil :}7 our time, because it is rebeilion Agmm;.* Gaod.
tis th of paradise, in which man wants to be | e God,

his own god. E!* this gospel of equality man has no p & for
God, unles s Giod becomes also equal and gets robbad o? His
majestic sovereignty and bscomes man’s psrmea who de-
velops and grows wiﬂ‘* man; whereby man is eleval x?d *{J being

god. This is why the ::d ern religiosity with iis panthe m {god
is in everyihing, espscially in man; and evervthing, especially

sian, is god) s so alt Amfve,

Mevertheless, this revolutionary gospel of equality is also



conquering a modern Christianity in many respects. Let me
give one example. All persons are said to be equal; therefore
women have to be allowed to become office bearers in the
church. And when objections are raised from the Scriptures,
the argument is heard: does not the Bible teach that all persons
are equal before God?

A fundamental mistake of the highest order is made here.
When God’s Word teaches that all true believers in the church
are equal before God as His children; that in Christ there is

no male and female, no slave and free, but that they are all

continuous torment, which produces a rebellious attitude. And
since the one teacher is easier in his teaching than the other,
— teachers are also human —, learning problems can easily
be blamed on the teacher, not only by the students but also
by the parents. Parents are inclined to defend their children.
That is part of our sinful nature. Are we not inclined to excuse
ourselves and accuse others when something is not so good?
Are not our children so much part of ourselves, so that we are
inclined to do the same excusing and accusing with respect
to them? Is it not quite common that parents tell a teacher that

one in Him (Gal. 3:28 and Col. 3:11), then this is an equality
in the position of believers, of being children of God. However,
this equality as believers, or, if one wants, as persons before
God, does not mean equality in a social position. The gospel
maintains the order that God has given with creation: man is
head of His wife, and of the family. And from there we have
that ruling position of authority in all kinds of social relation-
ships. Besides marriage and family, there is the relation of
master to slave, government to subjects. In all these relation-
ships Scripture requires submission of the one to the other.
This is God’s life-building and preserving rule for man who
received dominion over His creation, and this requirement is
expressed in the Fifth Commandment.

The equality of the revolution is and remains first of all
rebellion against God and His Christ. It is the rebellion that re-
jects the sovereign Creator and His Christ, revealed in the
Scriptures as Redeemer and Restorer of what God has created.

However, Satan is and remains the deceiver and murderer
from the beginning. This revolutionary gospel of equality is a
false gospel, inspired by the devil, that deceives and murders
its adherents, its believers, its followers. He who has eyes
to see can notice that very clearly. The gospel of equality, con-
ceived by revolution, breaks down all authority, and brings forth
ruin of modern society, chaos in the nation, disorder in busi-
ness, disruption in schools, destruction to the families. Today’s
crisis is a crisis of authority, based on the rejection of the sav-
ing and restoring gospel of Jesus Christ.

Are parents the problem?

When it rains in the world, it drips in the church. Let us
return to the situation in our schools. | spoke with a parent about
this crisis-of-authority-situation in our schools, this complaint
of teachers that parents do not back them up, but, instead,
place themselves often with the child over against them. We
first of all came to the conclusion that there are circumstances
that can increase this problem situation in our schools. Mostly
parents and teachers belong to the same congregation. They
know each other as brothers and sisters; they know each
other’s weak points. Living as brothers and sisters in a quite
close community, we are inclined to weigh one another, and
look at one another in a critical manner. We are quite critically
minded, not just on issues, but also regarding persons. And
we talk easily in a critical way about each other.

This talking easily happens between different parents, and
can easily be done in the presence of children. The conse-
quence will be that children start with a critical attitude. Of
course, students also talk among each other about the teach-
ers. Children have their likes and their dislikes. This discuss-
ing the teachers by the students in a critical manner adds great-
ly to their critical attitude towards the teachers concerned.

Moreover, it is a typical feature of adolescence to be critical
regarding the preceding generation: parents, teachers, and so
on. Youth sees wrongs and, growing to independence, thinks
it knows better and can and will do better, forgetting about its
own sinful nature and weaknesses and shoricomings.

To this we can still add the fact that going to school is not
always an undivided pleasure for students. Learning can be
experienced not only as boring, but as a daily punishment, a

their child “would not do a thing like that?”’ Is not rather the
teacher wrong? Does it not happen that parents, when seeing
the teacher, e.g. on Sunday in church or somewhere else
(preferably not in school?), address that teacher with words
that betray an unfriendly attitude: ““What did you do to .
(follows the name of the child)?

Every one can understand what will happen when ina
critical situation of confrontation between a teacher and a
student, the parents back up the child over against the teach-
er. The child glories in his victory and becomes much more
difficult to deal with. When the teacher, to maintain his position,
gets tougher, the parents, with the child, put even more biame
on the teacher. The teacher loses his authority, often not only
with that specific child, but also with the circle of his friends
and companions. And a frustrated teacher is inclined to give
in, in an almost impossible position of having to fight against
children and their parents. Such situations are frustrating, not
only for the relation of the teacher and that one child, but for
his position in the classroom.

The rule

The parent | spoke with said, ""When we were young, our
parents always placed themselves behind the teacher. When
there were problems, we, children, were wrong. Whatever the
teacher had done, we simply were considered to have done
so much that was not right that we deserved the treatment we
got anyway. And when the punishment was truly undeserved
at a certain time, because the teacher did pick the wrong per-
son as culprit, we were told that we deserved the punishment
anyway, because at other times when we did something wrong
we had escaped a deserved punishment.”” Was it hard to have
such parents? No, it was a constructive blessing. The teacher
was the teacher, for he was the person in authority, and that
position had to be acknowledged. Only in that way order and
discipline could be maintained.

My brother also said that his parents never would talk
about a teacher in a critical manner in the presence of their
children, because they saw that also as undermining the posi-
tion of the teacher who had to maintain good discipline and,
in that way, a good working condition in the classroom.

Is this a picture of “those good old times?”” Not really. The
point is, that in those days Reformed parents had the Fifth
Commandment written in their heart, and they applied it in their
daily life.

They did this not only with regard to the teachers in the
school, but also with respect to the office bearers in the church.
As children, my spokesman said, we were not allowed to say
one bad word about the minister or the elders. These men were
placed in a God-given office. They had received such a position
from God. That is why such a position had to be maintained
and honour and respect had to be shown.

These parents had also, most of the time, no problem with
maintaining their own authority in the family. The children knew:
father and mother speak and act in this way, because they want
to live in obedience to the will of God. God’s authority, that
is, the authority of His Word, was and had to be acknowledged,
and therefore the authority of persons who had a ruling posi-
tion. Being submissive to them was being submissive to God.
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ing His Church from all over, and will com-
plete this gathering.”” Thus we confess
what He did, is doing, and will do accord-
ing to the plan of His Father (“'chosen to
everlasting life”’). That is Art. 27. Then
comes Art. 28 with the old heading (which
is to be preferred above the new onel):
“Everyone is bound to join himself to the
true church.”

Although in the course of my remarks

herd, where they can hear His Voice, un-
diluted, and where joy and love abound?

But now then the “train of thought”
that in Synod ‘86 started with: “Art. 27 is
introductory.” Withstanding the tempta-
tion to elaborate on each point, | will try
to point them out in brief terms.

1. "Art. 27 . . . describes the church
in general terms.” What are God’s peo-
ple to do with that? The only meaning

it will become clearer why | prefer the old
title, | must already here state that the
new heading may create the impression
that a believer has to do what only the
Holy Spirit can do, and did.

The new title is: 'Everyone’s duty fo
join the Church.”

In Art. 27 we confess the Lord’s sav-
ing, divine act.

In Art. 28 we claim that therefore
every true believer should look for and
join a local true or faithful church. The
sheep should go to a place where he
hears the Voice of the Shepherd, and not
of a hireling or robber (John 10).

Art. 27 — the doing of the Lord. Art.
28 my consequent act of thankful obe-
dience.

Or, in terms of the catechism: Art. 27
belongs in the second part: redemption;
Art. 28 in the third part: obedience and
gratitude.

Should we now really, since Synod
‘88, confess that what the Spirit of Christ
did, and does, is only “introductory?”’

Does, indeed, the decisive thing
come in Art, 287

| must confess that | cannot accept
that.

linvite all my brothers and sisters in
Christ to confess the same.

The slip is showing

I have now the unpleasant task to
point out that this term “introductory”
produced a number of ideas, statemenis
which, to say the least, are somewhat
strange.

First a general remark.

The fact that a synod could come to
such pronouncements, proves that such
ideas live among us. There seems {o exist
a form of “‘tenseness’ among us. A fear
that, if we do not all the time hammer
away at “‘we are true churches,” we will
soon become extinct. This is fear, yes; itis
a proof of weakness, that hardly dares to
“touch’ anything “‘outside us.” We might
lose our “identity.” It is also “little faith.”
Does one really believe that the full and
joyful confession and only comfort that
church-gathering is safe in Christ’s hands,
endangers the existence of the Canadian
{American) Reformed Churches?

Is it not rather the other way around?
Are not believers “'from elsewhere’ shied
away by such an attitude, instead of being
drawn to the sheepfold of the Good Shep-

that Webster gives for the combination
“general’” and “terms”’ is: “vague; not
precise. .. .”” Read Art. 27 again! Is that
“vague?” if Guido de Brés could reach
us today from heaven, he would tell us
that he wrote this article with the song
of the King in his heart: "My heart over-
flows with a goodly theme; | address my
verses to the King!” Ps. 45. Thus he
wrote: “"Christ is an eternal King who
cannot be without subjects,” even when
the Church became “invisible” during
the perilous reign of Ahab, Art. 27, and
in the Middle Ages.

2. When you put the act of man in the
centre, you get next (same page 99 of
Acts ‘86): “lIt (Art. 27, VD) nowhere states
that everyone who is a believer is already
a member of the (holy, catholic) church
even if the believer is not a member of
a true, local church.”

Here we touch already the heart of
the matter. It is impossible to put one’s
reactions into one sentence. Does Art. 27
“nowhere state. . . ?” | quote it: “We
believe and profess one catholic or univer-
sal Church, which is a holy congregation
and assembly of the true Christian be-
lievers,” who “‘expect their entire salva-

tion in Jesus Christ” (not in Mary, or in
the church of Rome, or in good works).

The Latin text (Latin does not have
an article) says: “omnium fidelium™ (alf
believers).

Further: not, they will be washed by
Christ’s blood, and eventually sanctified
and sealed by the Holy Spirit.”

But: “they are washed, they are sanc-
tified, they are sealed,” Art. 27. How can

one confess, Lord’s Day 7:21, “‘that not
only to others, but io me also, God has
granted forgiveness of sins, everlasting
righteousness and salvation,”’ and then
still not be "ingrafted into Christ, and His
body?”’

Synod ‘86 came to this position, be-
cause the brethren had decided, that Art.
27, as “introductory,” speaking only in
general terms, is vague in this respect.

| am sure no Reformed Confessor
will confess that our salvation is made
complete by an act of man! Even our
good works are “‘prepared by God,” Eph.
2:20.

3. It more and more became clear to
me that Art. 28 is put so central (as the
“key” to everything else that we believe)
that all other articles of our faith are ““flat-
tened”’ before the footstool of Art. 28. |
quoted Lord’s Day 7, answ. 21. But Synod
‘86 would forbid that. | quote: “‘Lord’s Day
7 answers the question who are saved.
The answer stresses the need for a true
faith by which one is grafted into Christ
and by which we accept (read: ‘‘receive;”
“‘accept” has an arminian flavour, VD)
receive all his benefits.”” And now, synod

— continued on page 363
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ANALYSIS OF AN INTERPRETATIONz2 — continued

continues: ‘“‘To deduce from this answer
that every believer (sic! VD) is incorporated
into the body of Christ, the church, even
before they officially (sic! VD) join them-
selves to the church, is a misuse of the
answer and of the word ‘church’.”” Thus
far Synod ‘86.

You may want to read these words
twice, because they do not register right
away. Thus, either belonging to “‘the body
of Christ, the church’ is not one of the
benefits of Christ that the true believer
receives, or this believer does not receive
“all His benefits,”” by the work of the
Holy Spirit.

Thus we must “explain’ Lord’s Day
7 in the light of Art. 28 as Synod ‘86
understood it.

We have, obviously, to accept the
supremacy, the absolute rule of Art. 28
over all other doctrines of faith, otherwise
you commit the “‘sin”’ of ““misusing’” such
other doctrines.

4, We confess in Art. 35, that *‘Christ
has instituted the sacrament of the Ho-
ly Supper to nourish and sustain those
whom He has already regenerated and
incorporated into His family, which is the
Church.”

Before Synod ‘86 we would all read
these two words ‘‘regenerated and in-
corporated”’ in one breath. By regen-
erating us the Holy Spirit incorporated us
into the family of Christ.”

After Synod ‘86 you just keep on
doing that, although ‘86 would like to do
otherwise. . . .

(N.B. the whole paragraph C. on
p. 99 rattles, and is filled with confusion.
One example: why did Synod identify
“the regenerated and the elect?”’ Elec-
tion took place before the foundation of
the world. Regeneration takes place in
time, when the Holy Spirit makes a sinner
a new creation, cf. Art. 24 of the Confes-
sion. Or does Synod commit here the
same doctrinal “‘sin”’ as the Westminster
Confession does in Ch. XXV?)

5. Again, we confess, Canons /I, 9,
that from the beginning of the world God’s
counsel has been powerfully fulfilled . . . .
“In due time the elect will be gathered into
one, and there will always be a Church of
believers founded on the blood of Christ.”

Synod ‘86 again: ““to deduce from
this, that this article teaches that believers,
before joining the local church of Jesus
Christ, already are members of an ill-
defined universal church, is a misuse of
this article.” We are, thus, not allowed to
“‘deduce” anything from anywhere, un-
less seen in the light (or shadow) of Art.
28 that — in this train of thought — rules
over all articles of faith.

6. The same is the case with the Form
for Adult Baptism. | remember heated
discussions in Enschede’s consistory

when we made some rules for “‘church-
weddings.” The issue was, whether a
person admitted to public profession and
(adult) baptism, is already a member of
the “body of Christ” by faith, or becomes
a member at the moment he is baptized.
| remember how we, then, referred to the
third question in this Form, part of which
is: “. .. doyouconfessthat . . . bythe
power of the Holy Spirit (“‘believing in
Him”) you have become a member of
Jesus Christ and His Church?”

The meaning of this question is so
plain and clear, that it needs no further
explanation. If that person cannot answer
this question in the affirmative, he or she
cannot be baptized. Yet, by baptism one
is ingrafted into the Christian church!

But Synod ‘86 said no! “‘under the
circumstances” you cannot say that. That
person was in a way already a member.
How? The Form says: “‘by the power of
the Holy Spirit.”” Synod said: “‘by appear-
ing before the consistory.” Even after dis-
cussions with brethren | still say to every-
one: “Keep your hands off our adopted
official forms! Let your yes be yes and
your no no!” Suppose this person gets
a heart attack in between the moment
that he answered this third question and
the moment he was to be baptized, and
dies. Then he has never been a member
of this local faithful church. His name will
not be written in the church register, al-
though he had confessed that “by the
power of the Holy Spirit he had become
amember of . . . His church!”’ synod said,
“one should not press this language.”
We all should say to that past synod:
“‘you should not twist this language,” in
order to force it into agreement with Art.
28 the way you read it!

7. References to the Form for infant
Baptism and Answer 74 of the Catechism
do not fare any better. | quote: “'Cf. the
parallel in the case of infant baptism, in
which the infants ‘must be grafted into the
Christian Church,” and yet ‘as members
of His Church ought to be baptized.”

What did Synod mean by “‘and yet?”
That the one statement should swallow
up the other, because of Art. 28 . . .7 Are
such confessional statements “‘by way of
speaking?’’ Where do we end up in the
pillar and bulwark of truth, which is the
church of the living God,”" / Tim. 3:15, if
we act like that?
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Leave both statements, of Catechism
and Form, alone. Take them seriously.
They are too important for our whole
church life to be “ordered around’” in this
way!

Again: suppose, as happened often in
the days of Dort, that the infant died be-
fore it could be or was baptized. Then its
name would never have been entered into
the register of that local church; as Cat.
answer 74 says, never “‘ingrafted into the
Christian Church by baptism as a sign of
the Covenant.” Do | have to take this con-
fessional statement with a grain of salt,
“because of Art. 28?!"

This line-up of seven victims of the
specific interpretation of Art. 28 of our
Confession is long enough, one would
say. There is, alas, more.

But before that is mentioned, | want
to react to a question that has been com-
ing up in the mind of the reader: “what
is, then, left of Art. 28 that confesses, that
‘every one is bound to join himself to the
true church?’ ”’ May, then, believers stay
in any sect, apostate church, false church
because they are members of the church
by the Holy Spirit anyway?

| plead for the confidence of the read-
er, that along the path we have been
going till now, we will come to a much
better, even glorious understanding of
this Art. 28.

We will discover together, that we are
not to use Art. 28 in a judgmental, in-
quisitorial way, sitting in judgment, but will
learn (again) to understand it, and to use
it in a “‘pastoral’’ way: in this article the
Good Shepherd is looking for lost sheep,
sheep in danger of getting lost, but sheep
nevertheless.

Art. 28 is more than what Synod ‘86
called “officially (1) joining the local true
church’ at the moment you hand over
your attestation.

““Nebulous”

Because Synod ‘86 used Art. 86 as
a measuring-stick for everything else, it
was (unintentionally, we assume) led to
using strange terms.

One example is “‘nebulous.”

We recall that in Art. 27 we confess
“that the universal church is a holy con-
gregation of the (all) Christian believers,
who . . . are washed, are sanctified and
sealed by the Holy Spirit.”

Synods 1980, 1983, 1986 must have
had references to this article of faith on
their tables. 1986 thus declared: *“This
(that all christian believers are members
of the holy, catholic church) would make
the concept of the holy, catholic church
into a nebulous term devoid of meaning
(my stress, VD), since ‘church’ means an
assembly which Jesus Christ gathers,
defends and preserves, and which can be
discerned by means of three marks . . .."”
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Thus far synod,

Thoughts multiply, and one knows
not where 10 begin expressing them.

One may defend synod by saying
that synod had to do with a person or per-
sons who had strange, nebulous ideas in
their heads. | did not read everything, but
deem such “nebulous ideas’” a distinct
possibility. On the condition that we agree

that many of our good Reformed brothers—{-

and sisters walk around with nebulous
ideas! On both sides of the present con-
froversy.

Then: Art. 29 is quoted with its three
marks. But Art. 29 says a bit more. A true
church ‘'rejects all things contrary to the
Word of God, and regards Jesus Christ
as the only Head.” Agreed! This is the
norm. But are we so sure of ourselves? Do
all our pulpits “practice the pure preaching
of the Gospel?”’ Recently, in my hearing,
someone’s preaching was called “'legal-
istic”” by someone in the know. If our pul-
pits would so exclusively, one-sidedly,
stress the act of joining the true church as
the keystone of our salvation, would thal
still be “pure preaching of the Gospel?”’

Remember, synod said: “Art. 27
speaks in general terms.” We found out:
that means vague. That is pretty close to
“nebulous.” Webster: “unclear, vague,
indefinite.” Is then not also the Catechism
“nebulous” in that beautiful confession
of our only comfort, in answer 547

| ask this, because synod said more:
I read on p. 100 of the Acts, about what
we profess every Sunday; '/ beffeve a
holy, catholic church,”” the following: “an
ill-defined universal church’ and ‘‘a Scrip-
turally unknown concept of a non-cbserv-
able church of the elect and regenerated.”

Bad news to me.

Synod persistently avoided the term
“invisible,” which for many beloved be-
lievers works as a red rag upon a bull,
But nevertheless, the terms “‘nebulous”
and “non-observable” come close o “in-
visible.”

| again protest against speaking of
“the elect and regenerated” (the article is
not even repeated!) in one breath. On
p. 99 the order is even reversed: “‘the re-
generated and elect.”

Was synod rubbing shoulders with
the Westminster Confession, Art. XXV
about the church? | think | know what |
am talking about. | wrote a thesis on
“Paul or Plato? A Search for the Origin of
the Concept of the Invisible Church as an
existing Entity”’ (stress on "‘already exist-
ing entity ')

The Westminster divines aiso mixed
up “the elect and regenerated,” “the
regenerated and slect.” They mixed up
God's predestination with the actual gath-
ering by Word and Spirit according to that
predestination (or election). Thus West-
minster sat in the lap of Plato. An invisi-
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ble something up-in-the-air, and then here
and there, in pluriform variations, a num-
ber of “manifestations’ of that (indeed!)
“nebulous’’ idea-church.

Synod, being mixed-up in this re-

spect, will — may God forbid — only
cause more confusion among the mem-
bership.

When two speak about “invisible
chureh;”-it-Hsnot-the-same.

Westminster spoke, speaks of an
“already existing entity " of a Church, con-
taining all elect. Mind you: now already.
That is vain philosophy.

But “invisible” used for the church
is not a “‘dirty word,” as so many among
us think.

K. Schilder followed Augustine and
Calvin, in speaking of the greater part of
the church being invisible to us. All we
see, said K.S., is “local and temporal
activities” of the gathering of the church.
But Schilder, Calvin, etc., are not the final
authority. "'l believe the holy, catholic,
christian church.” “/ befieve,” that is “I
accept as true all that God has revealed
to us in His Word,” Cat. Answ. 271. But
also: “'Faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen’” Heb. 11:1.

“Not seen,” ™
lelujah!

non-observable.”” Hal-

What do | see? A local congregation,
the gathering of people who have only a
small beginning of the new obedience,
Cat. Lord’s Day 44. | see a federation of
churches, in whose midst there is much
love for the Lord, and zeal for His king-
dom. But | also see distrust, judging each
other. I think our preaching is in general
far from perfect and pure.

- -Butevery Sunday we gatherand pro-
fess: "l believe a holy universal church.”
And then, by that faith, | "see” locally and
temporally, here and now, that universal
church being gathered where the Voice
of the Good Shepherd is heard, and thus
t can sing Psalm 48, 84, 122 etc.!

In all humility | suggest that Synod
‘86 did us all a disservice with its talk
about “nebulous” and “non-cbservabie.”

“I believe the Church!” And that ar-
ticle professed in Art. 27, H. Cat. 21, for-
bids me to see the "‘here-and-now gath-
ered flock’ as equivalent to the holy,
universal church. is that not a sickness,
a weakness anyway, if we try to “com-
press’’ this whole universal church into
this local church, and into the federation
of these churches?

G. VANDOOREN

Response.

1. With respect to this “general re-
mark,” I would fike to say: this is only one
side of the picture. Why are we now al-
ready for more than ten years struggling
about the doctrine regarding the church
and related matters? On the one hand
there is a concern as expressed here by
br. VanDooren. On the other side there
is the concern among us that we lose the
sharpness of vision for what is right and
wrong and accept more and more things
which we did not accept some twenty
years ago, for instance the ease with
which some worship in other denomina-
tions, whereby this worshipping is based
rather on a subjective faith present in
Christians than on the objective norms of
God’s Word. We must examine ourselves
constantly in many respects, whether we
are remaining faithful to our God and His
Word.

2.The Rev. VanDooren stumbles over
more words used by the Synod of Burling-
ton, 1986. He reads the words “in general
terms”’ in the light of his interpretation of
the word “‘introductory.’”” Again he reads
into the words of synod, with the help of
Webster’s dictionary, meanings that are
not intended and meant by the synod. |
admit again that the word choice might

not be such a good one. But again my col-
league reads into these words things
which the synod did not say. Synoed did
not mean to indicate vagueness with the
word “general.” | may refer here to the
last part of my response in the previous
issue.

3. There is another point in which the
Rev. VanDooren suggestively puts things
into the mouth of the synod which it did
not state at all. He writes: “How can one
confess, Lord’'s Day 7:21, ‘that not only
to others, but to me also, God has granted
forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteous-
ness and salvation,” and then still not be
‘ingrafied into Christ, and His body?’ 7

In the first place, this confession of
Lord’s Day 7:21 and 20 is taught first of
all to children who are already members
of the church and who are instructed in
this confession of the church in order that
they may make it their own personal con-
fession.

in the second place, when one is of
the opinion that faith does not automatical-
ly mean being a member of the church
which is congregation and assembly, this
does not imply the denial that the be-
liever, who believes in Christ, and in Christ
receives forgiveness of sins and ever-



lasting righteousness, is by faith also in-
grafted into Christ. Nowhere did the synod
deny this connection or consequence,
that every one who believes is through
faith ingrafted into Christ. Why does br.
VanDooren suggest that the synod does
deny this connection? It is because for br.
VanDooren “being ingrafted into Christ”
(including receiving forgiveness and righ-
teousness) is identical with being a mem-

are: ‘(1) the incorporation into the cove-
nant of grace; (2) the incorporation into
Christ by a true faith; and (3) the incor-
poration into the church of Christ.” (vol.
1, p. 40ff; vol. 2, p. 19ff). In response to
the reactions on this point, Francke writes
(vol. 2, p. 20), “I have the impression that
the reference to Lord’s Day 7 of the Cat-
echism (‘by faith incorporated into Christ’
[*Christus ingelijfd’]) forms the basis of the

ber of the church. With this view in mind,
he reads what the synod said, and so
comes to his (wrong) conclusion about
the meaning of the words of the synod.

It may be known to br. VanDooren
that the Rev. J. Francke has written two
booklets about the doctrine concerning the
church, “Varia de Ecclesia” and *‘lterum
Varia de Ecclesia” (*'[Once again] Various
Things about the Church,”’ published by
Boersma Enschede). The latter was writ-
ten in answer to reactions to the former.
On p. 16 of the second volume Francke
responds to the reactions of prof. Dr. J.
Douma, who referred to what prof. Dr. S.
Greijdanus had said, namely, “Every true
believer belongs to the church. With it |
mean all God’s elect. . . .”” See also my
response to Rev. S. DeBruin in the 1986
Year End issue of Clarion.

Francke writes, Douma “‘agrees with
the pronouncement of prof. Dr. S. Greij-
danus: “‘every true believer belongs to the
church.” He will not do so in an absolute
way, because then Art. 28 B.C. would be
deprived from its force.”” Francke, then,
refers his readers to an article written by
prof. Dr. C. Trimp in “'De Reformatie’ (vol.
39, nr. 35; p. 271, June 6, 1964). The title
of Trimp’s article is “The Danger of the
Smooth Formula.” Francke writes: “In
it, he [Trimp] discusses also the termi-
nology (word use) of prof. Greijdanus, in
a note. . . . Prof. Trimp (at that time still
minister in Voorburg) writes, among other
things, against the systematization of the
abnormal. When this is done, one con-
structs behind the concrete institutes of
the church the real church, called the
invisible church, the totality of elected
believers or those who are baptized, or
(one could say) the mystic body of Christ.
All sheep are here inside, all wolves out-
side.” On p. 18 Francke concludes, “‘Prof.
Trimp has, in my opinion, formulated in
a good way what is wrong [with Greij-
danus’ words].” Francke points to the
warning which Dr. Trimp added: What re-
mains for us, in this time, is then that we
try to apply the brakes to the relativism
regarding the concrete gathering of the
church that principally flows forth from
this system.”

Francke distinguishes between “Drie-
erlei inlijving” (a threefold incorporating).
(This word means: the act of ["-ating”’]
making someone part of [“in”’] a body
[“corpor-;” the Latin word for body is
“corpus’”].) These three “incorporations”

thought construction “‘ali believers are
members of the church.” For, is not most-
ly this the reasoning: by faith incorporated
into Christ, thus taken up into the body
of Christ, and thus member of the church
(which is called in Scripture the body of
Christ)? In my opinion, this word “incor-
porated” of Lord’s Day 7 is the Achilles’
heel of this church theory. | thought that
it cannot in any way be defended with the
Scriptures that this incorporating refers
to church membership. The image (‘in-
corporating’), which Lord’s Day 7 uses for
belonging to Christ, may not, just like that,
be applied to the image (body of Christ),
which Scripture uses for the church, the
congregation of the Lord.”

As | see it, Francke here makes a
valid point. Lord’s Day 7:20 answers the
question who are saved. They are those
who by a true faith are incorporated into
Christ. They belong to Him through faith.
In faith they are one with Him. That is the
work of the Holy Spirit through the preach-
ing of the gospel (Lord’s Day 25:65). Must
we really identify the two “‘ingrafied into
Christ by faith” and “ingrafted into the
church,” being member of the church?

I think that Rev. VanDooren cannot
identify the two either in an absolute man-
ner. Lord’s Day 27:74, speaking about in-
fant baptism, says that infants ought to
be baptized because they ‘“belong to
God’s covenant and congregation. . . .
Therefore, by baptism, as sign of the
covenant, they must be grafted into the
Christian church. . . .”” Thus we see chil-
dren of believing parents as belonging to
the church of Christ together with their
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parents. (At the same time we say that
these children, by baptism, must be in-
grafted into the Christian church; we shall
come back to this point.)

But also my colleague will not say
that this fact that children belong to the
church, “‘as well as adults,” means that
we see these children as, at the same
time, automatically, “ingrafted into Christ”
through faith in the sense of L.D. 7:20.

" Such thinking would be a following of the

teaching of the synodical synods of the
forties. We confess that this “being in-
grafted into Christ,”” this being incor-
porated, “ingelijfd,” requires faith, and
happens through faith (L.D. 7:20), which
a two week old infant does not have yet.
Yes, in the theory of the synods in the for-
ties, in the “‘train of thought’ of Dr. A,
Kuyper, this identification is understand-
able: they presume that the infant to be
baptized has been regenerated, and has
the germ of faith already in his heart, and
thus must be considered as being ingraft-
ed into Christ by faith. The Rev. Van-
Dooren, with his consistory and congre-
gation in Wezep, liberated himself from
(a binding to) this construction.

Is it, in the light of the above, really
so horrible that Synod 1986 said that one
should not make incorporation into Christ
by faith and church membership the very
same, identical, thing? When br. Van-
Dooren then comes with his conclusions,
e.g. "Thus, either belonging to ‘the body
of Christ, the church’ is not one of the
benefits of Christ that the true believer
receives, or this believer does not receive
‘all His benefits,” by the work of the Holy
Spirit,” this is again a conclusion of Rev.
VanDooren, made on the basis of his view
of identity, but it does not follow from
what the Synod said.” And also the con-
clusion “Thus we must ‘explain’ Lord’s
Day 7 in the light of Art. 28 as Synod ‘86
understood it”’ is for VanDooren the con-
clusion, but it is not truly the consequence
of what the synod said. Again | conclude
that VanDooren reads the synod’s Acts
through his glasses, with his “‘system,”’
and therefore makes synod say what he
thinks it says, but what it does not really
say.

4. In Art. 35 of the Belgic Confession
we confess that Christ instituted the Lord's
Supper “to nourish and sustain those
whom He has already regenerated and
incorporated into His family, which is
His Church.” These words were used by
the appeliants, and are used by br. Van-
Dooren to prove that all the believers, all
those regenerated, are members of the
church. "By regenerating us the Holy
Spirit incorporated us into the family of
Christ.”” The reasoning is the same: re-
generation and being by faith ingrafted
into Christ go together; thus regenera-
tion makes you a member of the church.
Again, | ask: is the one the same as the
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other? Infants of believers are incorpo-
rated into the church of Christ, but not
through having been regenerated. Or
must we assume that infants are, after
baptism, just incorporated into the visible,
local church, but not in the (invisible)
church of Christ? If it is so that the Holy
Spirit incorporates us into the church of
Christ through regeneration, how can in-
fants belong to the church of Christ?

- What is the church which Art. 35 is
speaking about? It is, in the context of Art.
35, the concrete, the visible church that
has the preaching of the Word, through
which the Holy Spirit regenerates. It
speaks of the believers’ “'second birth”
which “‘is effected by the word of the
gospel in the communion of the body of
Christ.” And what is here the body of
Christ? It is the church which is called
mother of the believers. She bears chil-
dren through the gospel preaching. So,
this church of Christ, this mother, is, as
| see it, at the same time, the concrete,
visible congregation, where the gospel is
preached and taught. It is the church of
Christ as it is locally gathered.

5. With respect to ch. I, Art. 9, of the
Canons, br. VanDooren accuses Synod
1986 that it demands that also this article
be read in the light of Art. 28 of the B.C.
In this article we confess that “‘in due time
the elect will be gathered together into
one, and there will always be a Church
of believers, founded on the blood of
Christ. This Church shall steadfastly love

"and faithfully serve Him as her Saviour
and celebrate His praises. . . .”” Now the
question is: what is this church? Is this
a number of elect or believers as such?
Or is it the church which Christ gathers
and as it is locally gathered in concrete
congregations? Synod says: it is the lat-
ter. The elect will be “‘gathered together”
into one, and so ‘‘there will be a Church
of believers.”

6. The last part of the third question
of the Form for the Baptism of Adults
reads: ‘‘Believing in Him, do you confess
that you receive the remission of sins in
His blood and that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you have become a member
of Jesus Christ and His Church?”

If | understand br. VanDooren well,
then he is of the opinion that the synod,
by using the expression ‘‘by appearing
before the consistory” (Acts, p. 100),
forces what the Form says (“‘by the power
of the Holy Spirit”’) “‘into agreement with
Art. 28 the way you read it.”

What must | do then? Must | read it
in this way: first one becomes, through
faith and regeneration, a member of Christ
and of His catholic church (all those who
believe and are regenerated), which is
one thing, the real thing; and then, after-
ward, one also becomes a member of the
visible, local congregation through or
after the act of baptism, which is a second
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and totally different thing? But is this not
forcing a certain ‘‘system” of thought
onto this question?

Anyway, | can understand the rea-
soning of the synod. | do not read this
question in this manner: as if an adult
who becomes a believer first becomes a
member of the invisible church of Christ
through the Holy Spirit, through faith, and
then also, as a different matter, becomes

“afterward a member of the visible, local,

denominational church through baptism.
| see here basically the same matter of
church membership in different aspects.

7. With the reference to the Heidel-
berg Catechism, QA. 74, the Synod want-
ed to say: We do not force the words
about infants either into such separation
of the real or invisible church and the visi-
ble, local church, when, on the one hand,
we say that the infant must be baptized
because it belongs to the church, and on
the other hand, that the child must be in-
grafted into the church by baptism. And,
again, | don’t think that br. VanDooren
reads and understands it in this way: an
infant is by baptism incorporated into the
local, visible church, but, later on, when
he is made a believer through the Holy
Spirit and regenerated, then he becomes
a member of the real, the invisible, the
truly true catholic church of Christ.

Are here no difficult questions? Can
we now say exactly how things fit togeth-
er? | don’t dare to say it. | am reminded
here of the words of Dr. C. Trimp, quoted
above, in which he warned that we must
not try to press everything into a smooth
system. If one wishes, one can easily
read this Answer 74 of the Heidelberg
Catechism in this way: there is an out-
ward, objective, membership in the visible
church through baptism, and there is an
inner, subjective, membership in the in-
visible church, which is the real thing.
But | do not want to read this catechism
answer in that way. Do | then make mem-
bership in the local, true, visible church
the very same thing as being regenerated,
being ingrafted into Christ by faith? No,
| do not want to do that either. It is not
all that smooth.

8. Hebr. 11:1 is quoted here: “Faith
is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” My col-
league applies this text to the church. The
catholic, universal church is object of
faith, and since faith is the conviction of
things not seen, the church is “‘non-ob-
servable,” invisible. Is this use of Hebr.
11:1 correct? From what follows, the faith
of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and so on, it
is clear that faith is here absolute trust in
the truth and reliableness of God’s words
of promise. God spoke of a flood and of
rescue for Noah in the ship he had to
build. Of that flood and destruction nothing
could be seen for 120 years. Yet God had
said He would send it; and Noah believed,

although he did not see anything during
all those years. Abraham did not see the
realization of God’s promise, but he be-
lieved that he was going to see it in the
future.

If we apply Hebr. 11:1 to the church
in this way, | can wholeheartedly agree
with it: God’s Word promises that Christ
will gather all those whom the Father has
given Him; He will gather them all togeth-

“er into His fold, as His new mankind; in

the new Jerusalem and on the new earth
they will all be there as God’s covenant
peoples. We do not see this yet. We do
not observe the activity of the Holy Spirit,
working faith and regeneration in the
hearts of all the elect. But we believe that
Christ is doing that gathering work through
His Spirit.

However, in my opinion, we should
be careful and not conclude that, per
definition of faith the catholic church is
now the invisible church. Schilder said
that a body is visible. When Paul speaks
about the local, Corinthian church, he
speaks about body of Christ. A body is
visible. Schilder said further: when we
cannot oversee or survey or observe
that world-wide church gathering work of
Christ, when we cannot observe or over-
see the result of that gathering work in the
visible true churches, that does not make
the church as such invisible. It might
be good, in a separate article, to trans-
late what was written down as Schilder’s
words about “visible-invisible” regarding
the church in lectures on the Belgic Con-
fession Christelijke Religie. Schilder wrote
time and again, that, although many things
regarding the church are invisible, that
does not make the church invisible.

9. At the end of this second part of
VanDooren’s article, the author says:
‘I believe the Church!” And that article
professed in Art. 27, Heidelberg Cate-
chism 21, forbids me to see the ‘here-
and-now gathered flock’ as the equivalent
to the holy, universal church. Is that not
a sickness, a weakness anyway, if we try
to ‘compress’ this whole universal church
into this local church, and into the federa-
tion of these churches?”

If 1 understand what VanDooren
writes correctly, he means to say that
the synod teaches that the holy catholic
church of Christ is “‘compressed” into
each local Canadian Reformed Church
and their federation. Now | do not deny
that sometimes a member in our church-
es might have given the impression that
the holy catholic church of Christ is con-
fined to, and only found in, the Canadian
and American Reformed Churches. But
the Rev. VanDooren must not suggest
that that is the teaching of our synod. |
do not read that anywhere. We shall come
back to this point in the third part.

J. GEERTSEMA



COLLEGE CORNER

Library Report 1987

The past year has been a busy one
for library personnel. Besides the daily
maintenance tasks of library work (in-
cluding book ordering, cataloguing, pro-
cessing, and circulation), there are two
major projects under way. These include
the management of the extensive Vander-

Waal collection, and the conversion of our
" holdings to the Library of Congress classi-
fication system along with the production
of a completely new card catalogue. We
are thankful to report that progress could
be made in these projects.

During the summer of 1986, each ti-
tle in the VanderWaal collection was ac-
cessioned and entered into the library
database. The final accession number is
3346, but many of these numbers repre-
sent several volumes; therefore, the ac-
tual volume total is much higher. From
this database, author and title lists were
produced, and over the fall and winter
months these lists were checked against
our card catalogue on a title by title basis
in order to determine which titles were
already held by our library. Statistics
show that about 850 titles were dupli-
cates, or about 1/4 of the collection. These
titles are currently being made ready for
sale, The rest of the collection is still
housed in a room separate from the li-
brary and requires cataloguing and pro-
cessing. ;

In the “conversion” project, the short
entry key list that was produced last sum-
mer was run against the Library of Con-
gress (English language) Marc tapes by
Mr. R. Kepple, the supplier of our library
system. Our matched records netted us
the cataloguing for approximately 1/3 of
our total collection. However, these keys
still have to be run against the foreign
language Marc tapes, which hopefully will
give us cataloguing for a good proportion
of our foreign language books. Other
sources for cataloguing records are still
being investigated so that as little “origi-
nal” cataloguing as possible has to be
done by ourselves.

There is still a lot of work involved
even when cataloguing is received from

elsewhere. Each record is checked against
the book in hand and edited where neces-
sary, new cards and labels are produced,
the old cards are pulled and discarded,
the new cards are filed, the book is re-
labeled and finally reshelved. At the time
of writing, approximately 2400 titles have
been converted to the new system.

Qur progress in both these major
projects would have been much slower
had we not had the benefit of some gen-
erous volunteer help over the past aca-
demic year. Volunteers checked for dup-
licates in the VanderWaal coliection,
helped label these books with their acces-
sion numbers, pulled books from the
shelves to get ready for editing, and pulled
old cards from the catalogue. We would
like to thank Mrs. K. Peet, Mrs. J. Venema,
Mrs. B. Slomp, Mrs. C. Neinhuis, and
Mrs. A, Kuntz for the time they donated to
this work. We especially thank Mrs. F.
Smouter and Mrs. |. Flach who continue
to volunteer their time on a regular weekly
basis. Special thanks also to Mrs. D.
Walinga who has been very ably sorting
and recording the periodicals and pam-
phlet material that was part of the Vander-
Waal collection, and who also volunteers
her time on a regular basis.

in September of 1986, the second
library orientation was held. All the stu-
dents were present as the orientation not
only introduced the freshmen to the li-
brary but also explained the new library
system to the senior students. Future
orientations will probably be given to
freshmen students only.

On April 16, 1987, the second Library
Committee meeting was held. The com-
mittee reviewed the progress of the con-
version project and determined that more
help was required in the library if the pro-
ject is to stay within a reasonable time
frame. Accordingly, two High School
students have been hired for this sum-
mer, Miss Heather Marren and Miss Hilda
Bruinsma. Also, action is being taken for
continued help after the summer is over.
The preferred opinion is to hire a profes-
sional part-time librarian who will be able

to perform the tasks previously handled
by Mrs. Janet Marren, and who will pro-
vide professional guidance in all aspects
of library work. Failing the availability of
such a person, a second option would be
to hire a part-time secretary who would
free Miss Mechelse from some of the ad-
ministrative duties and allow her more
time in the library during the academic’
year. The committee also continues to
look for ways and means for some of the
other library needs; namely, better library
lighting and proper display cases for our
rare books.

The collection has grown slowly this
year as book ordering was put on hold for
a few months due to lack of funds. Qur
accession book shows an increase of only
100 volumes over last year. The balance
sheets at May 31, 1986 showed the assets
in library books as $103,500. This has in-
creased to about $109,500.

in closing, | would like to make some
personal comments. Since this will be the
last Library Report | will be asked to write,
{ would like to take this opportunity to
thank the Board of Governors and the
Facuity of the Theological College for the
privilege of working within the College
community. It has been my great pleas-
ure to be able to contribute in a very small
and indirect way 1o the important task of
the College in the training of Ministers of
the Word, and | thank our heavenly Father
for the health and strength He has given
me for this work. 1 trust that He will continue
o bless the work of the College in the
future, and that the library will be an effec-
tive tool in this work.

Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. J. Marren, Associate Librarian

P.S. For some additional remarks,
especially concerning the work of Mrs. J.
Marren, | may refer to the Principal’s
Report, sub 4, to be published in Sep-
tember.

J. FABER, Librarian
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Welcome, welcomes to our-sisters:

fwo mw sisters, although
ir maﬂ“bwa WRIE

Yas, we are aliowad to greet
they are not brand-naw, 30 10 Qpec}if for th
a‘iwafﬁy members of some of th uhu:m ask

i am referring 1o the Churches at Elorg and Grand Valley,
both in Ontario,

The institution of the first Church will have became a fact
when thase letiers reach our readers; the institution of the lat-
ter ook place on July 19, The institution in Elora will ake place
on September 8th, the Lord willing.

Let us first pay attention 1o the Church which has been
nstituted at this moment, the one at Grand Vallay. For the

|
larger part its members come from the Crangeville Church,
waﬁ some from Fergus added.

Rev. Werkman wrote, ""Mow is also the time to s ay' farewsl!
1o the 96 members who from this moming on will be mg o
the new congregation of Grand Valley: 33 commu vicant and
83 noncommunicant members are leaving us.”” As for the total
membership of Grand Vallay, a newspaper report — which,
in;’;idemaﬁy, uses the correst name for a changs: Canadian
Reformed Church — states, “The approximately 130 local
members pravicusly atiended sarvices in Fergus and Crange-
ville, however because of growth around Grand Valley, there
are now encugh members o &Qtabii%h 8 local church. Worship
services will be held for the present at the Grand Valley Public
Sehool at 10:06 a.m. and 2:00 (:*‘fi eacn Sunday.”

We pass the time and location on for the benefit of readers
who might wish [0 attend the services there,

Az for the Orangevilis membership, “membership to da e
373 {177 communicant + 186 noncommunicant members.”
In a personal letier, Rev, Werkman wrote, "'We are still ios&
to 4007

i express the wish iha‘: these two Churches — igevi%!e
and Grand Valley — may issue a combined bulletin. In the first
piace, this will keep and preserve the special bond betwsaen
these two Churches and prevent thelr growing apart; and in
the second place, thera are 50 many things they have in com-
mon that 1o me i appears logical o combing forces in this
respect as well

The same wish is expressed regardi ing the to-be-instituted

hurch at Elora and the “mother f‘?v urch,” the one at Fergus.

First one more thing about "?mncev;éiws,

A report on the activities of the Vacation Bible School gives

ason for oy and ¢

)

“Approxi naiﬁﬂg 85 children registered. Due o dailly fluc-
tuations we averaged about 85 children per day.Only a hand-
fu m‘m s were our own children One gird, in the oidest
wap has come since shs was five years old, Several others

have come for several vears, Most, even the 12-year-oids, are
eagﬁ 1o come again. ‘May we come as helpers?’ They were
also very hanpy 1o hear hfa; woid be presented with a Bible

if they wers 12 vears oid.”
in Burlingion East it Wgs.s eporied that "Up ¢
participated in the program.”’ ﬁas it was the 2 éh aﬂﬁi“i&i’"

f
sary of the Vacation Bible Sc%’ ol
However, let us first go o Elora or, rather, 1o {:@(gu
i the Consistory repont we arg toid: “The Planning Com
mittee for the church af Elora reperts that now 23 signatures

have been received with a total of 44 communicant members
LAV EF B =

Lj}
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communicant members {115 members). The Cone
a efully takas note of this.”

urther we are toid that mm« June classis gave favourable
advice {e yarding the institutio

i the meantims, the Ferﬂus Consis

o means o assist ihe new Churches, iow
x“uhute”’ 80 many members.

The following decisions were {aken
“1. To officially decide that financial assistance will be
given io the possibly instifuted churches at Elora and Grand
Vaiflay,

“2. The moneys o these congregations 1o be given under
candition thal they be used to 'ké‘;‘f;) purchase of real astate,
for a church buiiding or a manse. This money may not be used
to cover a possible deficit on a budget.

3. The moneyio %:ws paid out in one lump sum rather than
in instaiments and only after the aforesald real estate has been
acauired.

Y4, The amount of money to be given and the reasons
used to delerming how this amount was reached (o be dis-
cussed and decided upon AFTER the respective institutions
have taken place.”

Reason for the decision mentioned under 4" was that
“it is wise that the recipients of this money are not present when
thess mallers are discussed and decided upon.”

The Fergus Consistory also reported regarding the “Dutch
Services: it appears from the reactions received that there is
very little interast in the neighbouring churches and in our own
Mngrsqat on {0 warrant the commencing of some Dutch ser-
vices, Consistory decides 0 shelve the idea.”

Although we f"maiiy do not favour the one chain at the
cost of the other and will refrain from advising our rea::%e 5
whare 0 do their shopping, the {ollowing is well worth o
considarad,

“The Fergus Ladies Ald has come up with a splendid ideal
We have obtained a Club Z-number at Zeillers store. All mem-
bers in the congragation can use this number when shopping
at Zeilers, and iotal their Club Z poinis 1o ae:t highva iw gift.
Each dollar spent on purchases at Zellers s worth 100 Club
Z points, Keep your eyes open for double Z point days. i we
togsther could obtain 750,000 points, our school would be abie
to receive a Video Casselle Recorder for example.”

ory discussed ways

her:b Fergus “con-

(D

I cannot give any information about video casseties, but
the Burlinglon East bulletin did tell me that the cassette 23;}5&

of the E&{:md Massed Choir Concert in behalf of the Associa-
tion for the Haﬁésf‘dﬁpfé‘{“’ are available now.

Since | am advertising anyway, | might a
the v\"'w%e piece.

“Casselte {apes of the last combined choly congert ars
now gvaiiable from any of your local committee members. Ou
tapes are being sold for $10. Anvone wishing a video of the
concert should place an order with one of the cormmities
members before the middle of August. The videos, which are
a one-time offer, will be produced in Beia or VHE and wil
for § 18.95.7 (Why now that miserable custom of § 15.85 fol
towad? Why not just say: Twenty dollars?)

Perhaps there are s0me among our msdﬂfs whi: would
wish {0 have such a viden {:ﬁssen&, and perhaps ihe deadiine
can be extended for thelr sakes

s well iake ©

<
e
=3




The Rev. D.DeJong visited Lower Sackville and conducted
services there. In the bulletin he gave a short report. One thing
in particular | would like to pass on.

“Recently a family of five (father, mother, and 3 children)
asked to be admitted to the church. This is a refugee family
from Rumania, who fled to Austria and from there were allowed
to come to Canada. When they arrived by plane in Halifax, to
where the government had directed them, they asked the
customs officer: We were members of a Reformed church in

Rumania; do you know-a-Reformed-church-here that we can

join? The customs officer said yes, and right away phoned
brother Stefani, whom he happened to know.

““Brother Stefani was originally a member of the Hungarian
Reformed Church in Hungary; now what appeared? This new
family belonged to the Hungarian Reformed Church in a part
of Rumania (Transylvania), which originally, before the war,
had belonged to Hungary.”

The hands of the Lord are behind everything and especial-
ly there to direct the paths of His children.

Before the Second World War there was the bond of sister-
Churches between the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands
and the Hungarian Reformed Church. A representative of the
latter was present at every general synod of the Netherlands
Churches. We are the more thankful that the old bonds have
been reestablished and strengthened.

When | attended College, we always had students from
Hungary and also from Poland who studied at this Reformed
institution.

As for contact with others, the Carman consistory decid-
ed that ““A visit will be made by our minister and brother Her-
man Veenendaal to the Reformed Church in the U.S. in Minot,
North Dakota.”

Above we spoke of new sisters whom we could welcome.

There is another one to be born soon, if everything goes
well.

The brothers and sisters in Vernon in the Okanagan Valley
have approached the Consistory of Chilliwack with the request
to go to the next classis with the request for advice re institu-
tion. The Consistory reacted favourably to this request, and
thus we can expect the next classis Pacific to deal with the
question. | can see no reason why the advice should be
adverse.

For the summer months the brothers and sisters in Ver-
non issued a “‘Summer Sunday Bulletin,” and it was prompt-
ly sent to me, for which my thanks. In this bulletin they quote
“from the Chilliwack consistory report:

““Amongst other things the Council also dealt with our re-
quest to Classis for institution. This was received favourably
and they will add a letter of support and submit it all to the next
Ciassis, Oct.2. It is good that we can all agree and be thankful
for these developments.”

Rev. VanSpronsen added: “‘The situation is now reversed:
the Okanagan has a minister and Chilliwack is without. We can
now return the favour of lending a minister. Every six weeks
1 will spend a Sunday in Chilliwack.”

As was the case in Grand Valley, so in Vernon a nice piece
was written in the local newspaper, the Vernon Daily News.
Once again | was amazed to find the correct terms in a news-
paper report. Some of our members, perhaps Rev. VanSpron-
sen himself, must be responsible for that. Nevertheless | noted
with gratitude that it said that *“The Canadian Reformed Church
receives first minister.” | also saw with great joy that it was
said that Rev. VanSpronsen ‘‘left for Brazil to serve as a mis-
sionary of the Canadian Reformed ChurchES in the north-east
of Brazil.” The emphasis is mine, of course, but this newspaper
did better than some of our own people who speak of the Cana-
dian Reformed Church when they refer to the federation!

A clear picture of the ministerial family on the stairs within

the Chapel graced the article as an extira bonus.

In the meantime, the Okanagan brotherhood enjoyed the
fact that ““Two-thirds of the BC ministerial force is in our midst.”
Mind you, the “oldies’ are not included in this calculation.

The brothers and sisters in Vernon also have a building
fund, and they express the wish that visitors will leave some
of their holiday-pay behind — the expression is mine! — to
strengthen their piggy-bank for this purpose.

They also have a “Church Committee,” which is sort of

_ a substitute for a consistory, if | understand it well.

Some gleanings from its meeting of July 2nd.

“We will add our name to the Church Directory in the local
paper once a month and also provide them with news items
such as the arrival of our first minister.

“We will place a notice in Clarion asking people who would
be interested in moving to the Okanagan to inform us and let
us know their line of work. If an opening appears, we can con-
tact them.”

For this time | quit advertising.

The Church at Houston purchased property for erection
of a new church building. “*Various aspects connected with the
purchase of new property were discussed. . . . It was also decid-
ed that once the deal is complete, the School Society will then
be approached if it would like to obtain part of the land.”

in Lincoln “‘At the last consistory meeting it was reported
that the work to install an elevator for our handicapped and
elderly brothers and sisters will soon take off.”

Visiting Australia for a moment, we learn that in Armadale
“‘the singing of Hymn 1A will be introduced on the four Sun-
days we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. . . . In order to imple-
ment this decision we should learn this tune, which is difficult
at first but very easy after a while. We hope to stay for 5 minutes
after the morning church services. We will start on July 12 and
practice every second Sunday until we know the tune.”

For those who love statistics we add that the (old)
Kelmscott section has a membership of 361 (162 communi-
cant and 199 noncommunicant members) and that the new
(Bedfordale) Ward has a membership of 295 (134 communi-
cant members and 161 noncommunicant members).

.For quite a while already | have been planning to say
something about the frequent use of the verb ““to hope.”

| understand — | think — why it is used: to express the
thought that we can never be absolutely certain whether we
can do the things which we are planning on doing. We do not
wish to add “the Lord willing”” every time, and so we use "“We
hope to. . . .”

We should not do this, for it deprives this action of its con-
tents and causes it to acquire a very shallow meaning which
has nothing to do any more with the “‘hope that is in us.”

Let me give a few examples.

Recently | received a book with announcements in which
it said, “The consistory hopes to meet on such and such a
day.”

In advertisemenis we sometimes read that “‘Our dear
parents hope to celebrate their twenty-fifth wedding anniver-
sary.”

“On November 2nd brother A. hopes to celebrate his
eightieth birthday.”

“Next week we hope to have A. visit us.”

All these sentences appear i0 be either nonsense or in-
correct.

The consistory does not cherish the hope that they will
meet on Monday. They are definitely planning to do so, and,
perhaps, hope that they all will be able to make it.

On September 30th brother A. does not know at all what
he will be hoping for on November 2nd.

Today we do not know which hope we shall have next
week when brother A. visits us.
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AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS

Around the year 2000 there may not
be enough scholars who are willing 1o
subscribe to the Christian basis of the
university to fili all the vacancies in the
teaching staff at the Free University (VU
This concern was expressed by Drs.
Harry J, Brinkman, chairman of the govern-
ing board of the VU, if this happens, says
Brinkman, it will have a serious adverse
effect on the Christian character of the
university. it already happens regularly
that the requirement of e‘x ressing agree-
ment with the basis of the university is be-
ing waived.The basis states that the pur-
pose {doelstelling) of the Free University
is obedience to the gospel and the service
of God and His world. Recent investiga-
tions have shown that the majority of to-
day’s VU students have virtually no ties
with a church. (RES NE)

The Presbylery of the Northwest of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church has over-
tured the 1987 General Assembly to take
the necessary action to begin direct
negotiations with the PCA with a view (o
full church union.

A second overture has gained the
support of four presbyteries in recent
weeks. Afier citing the biblical principles
of the unity of the church enunciated last
year, it asks GA to mandate the Commil-
tee on Ecumenicity to set as its priority in
the next year the promotion of the OPC
and the PCA becoming one church. (NH)

NEW YORK (RNS)

Forty-six percent of the pPﬁp*& of
West uermany consider religion ob-
solete, according 10 a survey conductad
by the Institute for Public Opinion
Hesearch in Allensbach,

Areportofthe m*vay? iings in the
Information Service of the German
Evangelical Alliance said that only one-

are

third of the West Germans believe that
religion has an answer for the problems of
today.

Two-thirds of the people said they
hai ieve in God but only one-ihird said they
“stand by the %@ammg of the church’.
Fifty-seven per cent said they "rarely or

never’ attend worship. (CN)

GARDEREN, THE NETHERLANDS

The Rev. J.C. Maris, Secretary of the
International Council of Christian Church-
es (ICCC), has announced that out of fear
of terror, the ICCC will not hold Hts 40th
annivar sa!y meeimq in Amsterdam as
planned. It was here that the ICCC wac
crgamzecﬁ in 1848 in opposition (o th
World Council of Churches which was in
aﬁmied here also that sams year.

The ICCC, said Maris, wouldbe ina
more vulnerable situation than the itiner-
ant evangelisis in 1986 were because
Bishop J. Mokoena of South Africa wouild
be present. He rejects any form of vio-
lence against the government of South
Africa. (RES NE)

PASEDENA, CALIF. (MINS)

The Islamic population of the U.8. is
growing and, according to the Chicago
Tribune, may overtake Judaism as the na-
tion’s second-largest faith in the next
several years. Growth has occurred both
through immigration and conversion.
“Gienerous estimates put the number of
Biack Muslims at about | million and
Anglo converts to islam — a large majori-
ty of them women — at between 40,000
and 75,000, Kent Hart, direcior of field
ministries of Zwemer Institute of Muslim
Studies, said. (RES NE)

BROMLEY, ENGLAND (MNS)

Church growth in the Netheriands

hure
has failen mﬁm population increases,

'

|

6
I 250 to 16800 in on

aceording 1o the recently-published Hand-
boek van Christelijk Nederland. in 1875,
81 parcent of Holland’s population were
members of a Christian church; but by
1880 that figure had dropped to 57 per-
cent. Contrary io popular opinion, ﬁ’rm«
estants ars not a "ﬁagaz' ty in Holland. In
1985, 56 percent of church mew‘ehers
were Roman Catholic, 28 percent Dutch
Reformed, 11 percent other Reformed,
and 4 percent other Protestant. (RES NE)

LEUSDEN, THE NETHERLANDS

The considerable loss of member-
ship in the Synodical Reformed Churches
in the Netherlands continued during the
past vear. it decreased from 827,988 to
820,268. After a period of yearly increas-
es, ihe decrease started in 1975, Initially
it amounted to a few thousand, but since
1981 the yearly decrease varied between
five and ten thousand members per year.
(ND)

HAARLEM, THE NETHERLANDS

in the past year the various Bible
Societies have mxg‘&mﬁe{ﬁ their activities.
They are now involved in 573 translation
projects, which is 18 more than in the
previous year. In tolal the Bible is being
iranslated for the first time in 384
languages; the other projects regard new
fransiations into languages in which a
ranslation is available which, hgwe'«;aé’, is
no longer satisfactory. (ND)

SPAKENBURG, THE
NETHERLANDS

Upon request of the Board of Gover-
nors, the General Synod of the Reformed
Churches decided to increase the tuition
fee for the Theological Coliege — now
T?@eémgéaa University, VO — 1o DFI

500.00. This means an increase from
e step {or jump?) (ND}
VO



The previous article contained a
report of the presentations which Mr. Ed
VanWoudenberg and Prof. J. Geertsema
gave at the ARPA mesting of June 4th in
Burlington. The present one will sum-
marize the spesches of the other two
panslists and provide some notes on the
discussion.

Christian politics and the
“religious right”’

My own presentation focused on the
need to discern the spirits in the fisld of
Christian politics, and 1o avoid the temp-
tation of using a Christian political organi-
zation for essentially secular purposes.
The tendency to use a Christian party in
such a manner is very noticeable among
certain “New Right” or “Religious Right”
groups in the United States, and the in-
fluence of these groups has not stopped
at the international border.

Examples were given io show that
some of these American activists aim at
the procurement of political power in
order {0 usher in their version of the King-
dom of God, while others concenirale
more sspecially on the safeguarding and
promotion of the group’s political and
socio-economic interests. Whatever the
differences, all these various groups, as
ihe generic name already implies, are on
the conservative side of the political spec-
frum. Their right-wing inclinations are evi-
dent in policy statemenis declaring such
things as weifare payments to the poor,
as well as inherilance, property and in-
come taxes and similar “‘schemes for the
radistribution of wealth,” 1o be un-Chris-
tian, while advocating the introduction of
a socio-economic system not dissimilar
from old-fashioned iaissez-faire liberalism
as in full accord with Bitlical precepis.

it was further pointed out that even
the more exitreme of these Religious
Right groups are influential also among
peopie of Presbyterian and Reformed
background. This is partly 10 be explained
by the New Right’s strong opposition to
the inroads of left-wing ideclogies, the
ongoing secularization of society, and the
deteriorating moral situation, but aiso by
the fact that Reformed people have al-
ways lended io be of conservative lgan-

ings. it is urgenily necessary thal we
realize, however, that this type of political
activism is diamstrically opposed o the
teachings of the Bible, and that its pro-
ponents have no right to call their ideas
Christian. Christian politics siress the
honour of God, the promotion of Christ’s
Kingdom, and thersiore alsoc mercy and
compassion for the poor and disadvan-
taged. The New Right, on the other hand,
confuses the Kingdom of God with the
Kingdom of the world, stresses self-suf-
ficiency at the expense of compassion,
and is in danger of using the Gospsl for
gain.

it was admiited that neither the CHP
nor any other political group in our midst
promotes the New Right ideas wholesale,
yet their influence can bes clearly detect-
ed. This fact, it was pointed out, gives
added urgency to Prof. Geerisema’s warn-
ing that we make sure of the Biblical, the
Reformed character of our political ac-
fivities. 1t also underlines the need, so
often expressed by Mr. VanWoudenberg,
that he be provided with Reformed sup-
port.

Christian politics and the church

Or. VanDam returned io the issue
raised by Prof. Geertsama, although most
of his conciusions differed from those of
his colleague. He warned his audience
that in a brief speech it would be impossi-
ble for him to substantiale many of his
statements, and expressed the hope thai
the discussion would provide opportun-
ities for further clarification.

Because Prof. YanDam, uniike the
other panelists, has, as far as | know,
never expressed his views on Christian
politics in writing, | will provide a some-
what more extensive report of his presen-
tation than | did in the case of the other
three.

The focal point of his presentation
was the difference between the task of the
Church and that of the siale or govern-
ment, a difference, he wamned, that should
be kept in mind when we delermine our
attitude toward the CHP. After referring to
utterances by publicisis of the GP.V.
{Gereformesard Politielc Verbond, the
political party of the brotherhood in the

Netheriands) and by Prof. Dooyeweerd,
he noted that Augusting, Martin Luther,
and the Kampen professor of Ethics Dy J.
Douma, described the government’s task
{in a nuishell) to be the preservation of
outward peace. The Church’s task, on the
other hand, is the proclamation of the
Gospel and therefore the declaration and
preservation of inner peace. The implica-
tion of this vast difference in tasks is that
the state must tolerate what the Church
cannot and may not iolerate. The stais
must, for exampie, tolerate heretics and
adherents of non-Christian religions such
as Hindus and Muslims: full freedom
religion for all is the necessary corollary
of full fresdom of conscience for all. Thers-
fore the G.P.V. could state that “'the gov-
ernment has to see {c it that not a single
religious, political or social organization
exeris spiritual pressure on public socie-
iy.” But it is entirely different with the
Church, which consists of a holy people
of God in an unholy world, and must act
as the light of the world. The Church can-
not admif heretics or Hindus or Muslims:
it must prociaim and protect the Gospel
and it must protect the sheep of the pas-
fure.

@ continued: the distinction that ex-
ists between Church and state exists also
petween Church and political party, and
we shouild not confuse the two. A political
party aims for a say in the government of
the land; the Church does not. Therefore
a potitical party does not have to exist of
members of one Church only: the nature
of politics urges, rather, the seeking of
wide cooperation in order 1o altain, under
God’s blessing, certain political goals.
Such cooperation was accepied as nor-
mal by men like Grosn van Prinsterer and
Abraham Kuyper, and it is also practiced
by us in such matters as our fight against
abortion.

What is impossible in the Church
{e.g., cooperation with Roman Catholics)
is possible in politics, provided that the
basis of cooperation does not involve de-
nying our Confessions, which summarize
God’s Word, the basis of our life. But not
avery point of the Confessions is always
at issue, and therefore for certain well-
defined goals a differeni basis, as long as

a7y
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it agrees with the Word of God, is possi-
ble. To join the CHP, he explained, you
will be asked to sign an application form
indicating that you agree to the following
principles: We believe in one Creator
God, the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and
the inerrancy of the Bible as the inspired
Word of God. You further express agree-
ment with the statement that it belongs to
the government’s tasks to uphold law and

member of the audience wanted informa-
tion about the party’s policies with respect
to the Indians. Another asked what dif-
ferences there would be between the CHP
and the Progressive Conservatives (and
Socreds) on such issues as the death
penalty, the return to the gold standard,
and other social, economic and monetary
policies. In other words: was the new par-
ty simply going to copy the ideas of hu-

various occasions and by various speak-
ers. One member of the audience, who
was concerned about the party’s vague
confessional basis, wondered whether a
Christian political organization should
really aim at a membership that was as
broad as possible. Is it not better, he ask-
ed, to give Reformed witness to the world
than to sacrifice our convictions in order
to come with a show of numerical strength?

order, maintain justice, ensure the sanc-
tity of life, uphold the citizens’ right to own
property, guarantee their freedom of

manistic parties of conservative signature
and become — like some of the Religious
Right groups across the border — essen-

‘““We have no promise that we can
reform the world, but we have been
told to be faithful in our witness.’’

religion, speech and assembly, and en-
able them to live their lives in accordance
with Biblical principles.

Speaking for myself, Prof. VanDam
continued, | can agree to that. There is no
denial of the Confessions here, and no
opposition to the Church-gathering work
of Christ. To the contrary, that work would
be promoted by a government that sub-
scribes to these principles. If a Roman
Catholic or Pentecostal or Presbyterian
can agree with this basis, then why can
we not work together with them? It is not
a Church but a political association. As
such, the CHP can be a testimony fo
Christ’s Lordship. Prof. VanDam conclud-
ed with the warning that if the CHP should
fail because of our apathy or opposition,
we should realize that we may not get
another chance. We, Christians, are more
and more only tolerated, and we have no
guarantee that this toleration will last for
any length of time.

The discussion: general issues

A large part of the discussion was
devoted to the issues debated by the pro-
fessors Geertsema and VanDam, although
several questions were of a more general
nature. | will deal with the latter group
first. The available space will not allow me
to report on every point that was raised,
but | will try to give at least an impression
of the discussion.

Among the issues discussed were
such various ones as the matter of coop-
eration with the G.P.V., the possibilities of
involvement in local politics, and the role
of the government in regulating public
morality. Various questions were also
asked on points of practical policy. One
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tially one among many special interest
groups?

Mr. VanWoudenberg denied that his
party’s socio-economic policies would be
a copy of the Progressive Conservatives,
although he was not yet in a position to
give definitive answers to every specific
question that might be asked. In many
areas the party’s policies are still in the
process of being formulated, and the par-
ty is still working on input from experts in
various fields. Earlier he had admitted
that there is indeed a tendency, also
among members of the CHP, to sub-
scribe to the ideas of the Religious Right,
but he added that this influence is being
fought, with considerable success. In this
connection he explained that sixteen
committees have been set up to draft
policies for all areas of federal jurisdiction.
These drafts are submitted to the ex-
ecutive and sent to about one hundred
experts across Canada, who are asked to
suggest corrections, deletions, and amend-
ments. From this group of expert advisers
the comment had reached him that the
party’s right-wing tendencies were be-
coming less noticeable and its policy
statements more Reformed. (A member
of the audience, who advises the party
especially on economic and monetary
policy, expressed agreement with this
statement.) This development goes to
show, Mr. VanWoudenberg concluded,
that those who subscribe to the Reformed
Confessions should come and help the
party so that its policies may come to
reflect these standards more and more.

The role of ARPA

The role of ARPA was mentioned on

Is the idea of this kind of last-ditch stand
against the rising tide of immorality real-
istic and Biblical? We have no promise
that we can reform the world, but we have
been told to be faithful in our witness.

To these and similar questions Mr.
VanWoudenberg replied by urging the
establishment of ARPAs in every con-
gregation, and by suggesting that these
ARPAs function as support groups and
even as “‘think tanks” for the CHP, eval-
uating its policies, giving advice, and so
helping the CHP in its work and its Re-
formed witness. He reminded the au-
dience that Reformed witness can also be
given in other ways — e.g., by getting in-
volved in hospital and school boards and
perhaps in municipal and provincial pol-
itics.

The function of the Confessions

A member of the audience who felt
uneasy about the new party’s confes-
sional vagueness referred to the non-
confessional basis of the old Anti-Revol-
utionary Party in the Netherlands and im-
plied that this factor was a major reason
why in the end it had lost its Reformed
character. Prof. Geertsema agreed, and
added that a similar development took
place among the adherents of the Wijs-
begeerte der Wetsidee in the Netherlands
and with the A.A.C.S. in Canada. He
repeated his conviction that the three
Forms of Unity provide a safeguard against
the danger of losing one’s Reformed
moorings and going into a liberal direc-
tion, and referred to his article in Clarion
as to the specific meaning of the confes-
sions for Christian politics.

In replying to these comments and to
questions addressed to him, Dr. VanDam
questioned whether a Christian political
party needs fo be ecclesiastically defined.
The emergence of the G.P.V. as a Church
party — i.e., a party formed by members
of only one Church — is, he said, a recent
development: Groen van Prinsterer and
Kuyper did not work in this manner. He
agreed that confessors of the Reformed
religion should never place themselves in
a situation where they must deny their
confession, but repeated his earlier re-
mark that not every point of the confes-
sion is always at issue in every situation.
It is true that the three Forms speak to us
on all sorts of political issues, and as
Reformed confessors we will bring our



convictions with us, but since the CHP
does not deny us our convictions he saw
no reason why one could not support the
party.

Prof. Geertsema remarked that the
insistence on a wider application of the
Reformed Confessions than in the Church
alone was not as recent a development as
the previous speaker had suggested. He
mentioned in this connection the objec-
tions that in 1880 had come from the side
of the Secession Churches to the Free
University, because Kuyper had chosen
not the Reformed Creeds, but some vaguer
Reformed principles as its basis. He also
implied that at least Groen van Prinsterer
did see the relevance of the Creeds for

Christian politics. When he said that “in
our isolation lies our strength” Groen re-

ferred to an isolation on the basis of the
Reformed Confessions. In other words,
according to Prof. Geertsema, Groen in-
deed did not ask that his party be limited
to members of cne Church, but he did
want it to be bound by the Reformed
Confessions.

The last word was Prof. VanDam’s.
He replied that the issue now is not the
specific field of education or philosophy,
but politics. Groen van Prinsterer did not
object to working with others politically. In
fact, Groen convinced Kuyper to cooper-
ate with the Roman Catholics, and in

1872 he wrote that he himself would not
refuse cooperation with members of that
Church when fighting unbelief and revolu-
tion. Yet he also made it clear that such
cooperation would not extend to the area
of the Church; it would be restricted to
politics. Groen therefore also wrote: “Co-
operation with Roman Catholics? Yes. An
alliance with the Church of Rome?
Never.”

In conclusion

By this time it was 10:30, and the
moderator ended the discussion. Some
written questions remained unanswered,
and one of the points that had been rais-
ed by Prof. Geertsema remained hanging
in the air. For it is clear from the preced-
ing discussion that the question as to the
real basis of Groen’s party was not clari-
fied. Admitting that he was willing to coop-
erate with Rome, e.g., by means of a
coalition government, was he also willing
o admit Roman Catholics to his party and
to modify the basis accordingly? Or did he
insist that the party be truly Biblical and
Reformed? It would be interesting to hear
more about that. | do not, of course, wish
to imply that we should treat Groen’s pro-
nouncements as canonical, but — as the

_entire discussion showed — we are will-

ing to listen to him and learn from him.

DAY OF SUNSHINE

There were other issues that would
have benefited from additional discus-
sion. A member of the audience mention-
ad Art. 36 of the Belgic Confession and
suggested that especially the twenty-one
words relegated to a footnote would con-
stitute a threat to all civic freedom — a
conclusion that, for some reason, re-
mained unchallenged. Another question,
dealing with the choice beiween political
activism and Reformed witness, also
deserved further attention. In the discus-
sion of that question it became abundant-
ly clear, however, that also if we have dif-
ficulty accepting the CHP, we have no ex-
cuse to remain idle: there is much work
for Reformed people in politics, locally
and nationally, individually and by means
of ARPA. The realization of this truth,
after decades of poiitical inactivity, is
among the fruits of the establishment of
the CHP.

Meanwhile the debate on the unre-
solved issues will no doubt continue, as it
should. May it be conducted — as was
the case in Burlington — in a spirit of
openness, and with the sincere desire to
help each other in seeking the Lord’s will
in fulfilling our political calling.

F.G. OOSTERHOFF

373



STEP BY STEP

-God does not lead me year by year,

Nor even day by day;

But step by step my path unfolds,
As He directs my way.

Tomorrow’s plans | do not know;
I only know this hour.

And Him who bids me walk each step
Supported by His power.

And I am glad that it is so;
Today’s enough to bear.

And when tomorrow comes, His grace
Will far exceed my care.

What need to worry then or fret?
My LORD, who gave His Son,

Holds all my moments in His hand
And gives them one by one.




Installation of the Reverend
J. Visscher at Langley, BC

According to the editor of the regional
“Church News,”” the “transfer’”’ of the Rev-
erend J. Visscher from Cloverdale to Langley,
B.C. has been the ‘‘shortest ministerial
move of the Canadian Reformed Churches.”
If this statement needs any corroboration, it
could be shown that the distance between the
two churches is about 9 km. as a bird flies.

On May 3, 1987, the Rev. G.H. Visscher
of the Maranatha Church in Surrey con-
ducted the morning service at the Langley
Church, on which occasion he installed his
brother the Rev. J. Visscher, formerly min-
ister of the Cloverdale Church he had served
since January, 1978.2

The Rev. G. H. Visscher chose John
21:15-23 as the text for his sermon. After
establishing the theme “The Lord Jesus in-
structs Peter about the nature of following
Him,” the following points were developed:
there should be

1. undying love for Christ

2. unending obedience to Christ

3. undivided devotion to Christ
Being frightened, Peter denied Christ three
times. The problem with Peter at that time
was his lack of love for Jesus Christ, because
“there is no fear in love, but perfect love
casts out fear.”” In Christ’s interrogation of
Peter, His asking him three questions, the
whole future of the Church is at stake. Peter
receives a three-fold mandate, which has
relevance also for the installation of the new
minister. Peter’s confession of his love for
Jesus Christ becomes the impetus for all his
future work as a shepherd for the flock.
Therefore, the first and primary gualification
is always a deep and lasting love for the Lord
Christ. The office-bearer being fueled by his
deep love for Christ is constantly renewed in
his strength to all true believers, but we may
have to pay a price for expressing our love
for Him, even the ultimate price.

In the past Peter always wanted to go
his own way, but he has to learn unending
obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ. Peter’s
self-seeking arrogance had to be broken.
Once he is filled with the Spirit, Peter can
follow his Lord even unto death. Both the
congregation’s new pastor and the congre-
gation itself should renew their pledge to fol-
low their chief Shepherd. Both the shepherd
and the sheep are to make the same commit-
ment. As always, the work of Christ has to
occupy the center of ali our activities. When
everyone is going his own way chaos will en-

sue. Going where Jesus Christ wants us to
go, however, leads to unity. Following Jesus
Christ implies that we should be prepared to
go even where we may not like to go.

Undivided devotion to Christ always de-
mands that we follow the chief Shepherd,
although He may not divulge all things we
want to know. The congregation should not
be sidetracked by the perennial and favour-
ite questions regarding God’s secret will and
counsel. The mandate is: strive to enter, and
follow Me. The congregation is exhorted not
to pry into things that are not revealed but fo
commit itself in undivided devotion to the
chief Shepherd — our hearts glowing with
love, our wills submissive in obedience, and
our eyes not swerving from the Author and
Finisher of our faith — our Lord Jesus Christ.

After the sermon the installation took
place, followed by the congregational response
“The Lord now bless you from above. . .”
(Ps. 134:3).

In the afternoon service Langley’s new-
ly instalied pastor read Romans 12 and used
as text for his inaugural sermon Eph. 4:11-14,
In his preamble the minister referred briefly
to the new beginning this day, resultingina
time of adjustment not only for the congre-
gation but also for the minister of the Word.
What does the congregation expect from the
minister, and what does the minister expect
from the congregation? The answer is found
in Christ’s giving ministers to His Church in
order that all members may become minis-
ters. This theme is developed as follows:
1. the Giver of ministry, 2. the gifts of minis-
try, 3. the tasks of ministry, and 4. the goals
of ministry.

Office bearers, like prophets, apostles,
ministers, elders and deacons, are gifts of
Christ. The Head of the Church, Christ, is
the source of her life. He rules over the en-
tire universe and over His Church, which is
controlled, filled, penetrated by His presence.
indisputably, all these gifts come from Christ.
The Church depends entirely on Christ as
the Provider, so that it can exist and survive.

In the gifts of ministry we discern two
distinct offices: those that are temporary and
those that are permanent. With the eclipse
of the apostolic age, the temporary gifts
have vanished; but the ministry of pastors
and teachers continues. The minister has to
be filled with the awareness of whose mouth-
piece he is. His office is a gift from the
ascended Chyrist. The saints, too, have to be

equipped for the service; that is, they have
to be put into a condition in which they ought
to be. The members are to act like a catalyst
to make all other members into servants per-
forming the service. The task is, in fact, to
make all the saints participate in the work of
the ministry. Yet, office-bearers are not ob-
solete; they have to stimulate the flock into
activity so that it lives up to its potential. The
local church belongs to the body of Christ,
but we should understand that its structure
does not resemble a pyramid with the minis-
ter at its apex. In a living church there is no
room for indifferent spectators or bystanders;
the building up of the body of Christ requires
participants.

The goal of ministry is to show how great
are the gifts of Jesus Christ to His people.
Paul points out three goals. The first one is
“unity of the faith.”” When there is disunity,
the members are not doing what they are
called upon to do; they are neglecting their
duties. The second goal is to reach maturity.
Our talents must be used so that we continue
to grow spiritually, developing ever closer to
“‘the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Thus,
Christ demands our spiritual growth, develop-
ment and maturation. The third goal is stabili-
ty so that we are not going to be “tossed to
and fro and carried about with every wind of
doctrine.” The immature believer is prone to
instability because of ignorance, deception,
and insecurity. Standing on the sidelines he
never pays serious attention to the message
of the gospel. But those that are firmly rooted
in faith, are steadfast and bring honour and
glory to their Father in heaven.

The agenda of the newly installed minis-
ter is not hidden or secretive, but plainly visi-
ble to all. The agenda is to equip the congre-
gation so that unity, maturity, and stability
may abound. In the summary of his closing
words the Rev. J. Visscher expresses the fer-
vent hope that this objective may coincide
with the agenda of the congregation in Lang-
ley “to the greater glory of God who called us
all.”

"'Church News,” Vol. 28, No.8

20n July 28, 1986, the Rev. G.H. Visscher
was installed in Surrey, B.C. by his brother
the Rev. J. Visscher.
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FYUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

Hello Busy Beavers,

Let’s pretend I'm a mindreader and | know what you are
thmkina'
“I'll be glad 1o see my friends at ﬁchaoi again.
“1 wonder about my new teacher.”
“Will we have to do a project this year?”’
"I have to listen carefully in math class.”
“This vear we will be learning Frencht”
1 think science units are interesting.”

How do you feel about going back to school?
in case you want {o tell me about it, here is my address:

Aunt Betty

c/o Premier Printing Lid.
One Beghin Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R2J 3X8

Kibs DID IT1

These kids in Bible times had to learn and work just as
you do! Do you know all their names?

1. This boy started heiping the priest Eli in God’s house at
kindergarten age. His name was .
2. This girl waiched over her little brother’s cradle boat at

the river’'s edgs. Her name was .

3. This little boy was crowned king at the age of eight. Later
he read the book of God's law 1o the people and was called
the good king .

4. This boy was thinking ahead and brought five little loaves
of bread and two fish for lunch. Later he gave this lunch io

to feed a crowd of people.

5. This boy was a hard worker as a steward of his mas-
ter’s house and later as a jailer's helper. His name was

6. These boys were told by the prophet _
o collect as many jars as possible to hold all the ol their
mother was {o sell.
. This brave boy went to the Roman commander to warn
him about the danger his uncle .
8. This boy was sent from home 1o the Egyplian palace where
he learned the many, many things a young “Egyptian”
prince should know. He was
9. This boy had the job of looking after his father’s smep
Sometimes while he watched thern he played his harp and
sang psalms to God. His name was .
10. This boy and his three friends loved the Lord and did not
want to eat food offered to idois even though it came from

=4

was in.

the king's table. His name was

{See answers)
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From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Maria Stel.
Thank you for your big letter. Did you Png()y YOur sum-

o mer holidays with your friends close by? And did you
fry the quizzes in our summer contest, Maria?

And welcome 1o you, too, Neity Sikierna. | see you are
a real Busy Beaver already, sending in riddles o share with
the Busy Beavers! Bye for now. Write again soon.

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Karissa Veldman. Be
sure to join in all our Busy Beaver aclivities, Karissa. And yes,
| can see you drive to church in a van. Thank you for the pic-
ture, Karissa.

Welcome to the Club, Joni Dekker. We are happy to have
vou join us. What a pretty picture you sent me! Are you and
your two sisters having fun this summer? Write again soon!

Of course you may join the Busy Beaver Club, Rebecca
Hekert. How did your swimming lessons go, Rebecca? | hope
you have a great time with your grandparents visiting. Let us
know how they like it in our country.

How did you enjoy vour cousin’s wedding, Esther Bergsma?
And how is your sister’s arm coming along? Have you entered
our Summer Quiz Contest, Esther? How did you do?

Sounds {0 me as if you had a good time visiting in the
States, Jufla Jonker. Have you been keeping busy during the
holidays since then? How do you feel about going back to
school?

Did your stiiches heal up fast, Linda van Sydenborgh? How
did you enjoy your camping vacation? And have you entered
our contest? Thanks jor writing, Linda. Bye for now.

Thank you for the interesting puzzie, Alex Sikkema. I'm
glad you're enjoying the summer. How do you feel about going
back to school, Alex? Till nexi time!

Thank you for your preity note, Christina Vandsrvelde,
What did you do to keep busy this summer, Christina? Will you
be happy to go back to school? Bye for now.

How is your injured brother doing, Alida Knol? Sounds o
me as if you had one fun holiday at Wasaga Beach. And | can
see you had fun at your family reunion. Thanks for the puzzie,
Alida.

You're having a great time this summer, | see, Alice van
Woudenberg. You're right, Alice, it's always more fun to be
doing something along with a friend. Write again soon.




Quiz Time!

MATH AND COLOUR QuUIZ

By Busy Beaver
Alex Sikkema

BLUE — 6
GREEN — 5
RED — 4
BROWN — 3
WHITE — 8
YELLOW — 2

ANIMALS AND SPORTS
By Busy Beaver Alida Knol

i.reab e e big and furry
2.8s0emu e e— — — small and furry
3. wecso e e GiVE US MK
4. tynohp e a snake
5.lasbaleb —————ww— on the ball
8. coscer @ — e o Kick!
7.00kanarg —— — o o — — Jump!
8. llbalvioey —— — — — — — o s — hands on
goinnsei e e e What a racket!
10. ffiegar  — o — e —— What a tall one!

Do you see the key word?

Write it here:

Answers

Kids Did It: 18lJB(] "0l PiAB( "6 S8SOW 'g [Ned 'L Busiz ‘g
ydesop "G snsepr pIoT 8UL 'y UBISOP '§ WRUIW 2 j8nuies 'L
Riddle Fun: iBuis juop sbBid “eynen "9 . Buipep ‘sw
osnox3,,'s sieddis vy 1Bmsiebii'g  Xogiew 2yl u sauo
eyl 'z ,.iepeeulew abueio syl je o0, 'L

Bye for now, Busy Beavers.

I hope you enjoyed the quiz and the puzzles. How did
you do?

'm looking forward to hearing from you alll

With love from your
Aunt Betty

With great joy and thankfulness to
the Lord, who made all things well,
we announce the birth of our third
son:

BRADLEY SHANE

Born June 28, 1987
A brother for Gregory and Kevin
Willy and Greta VanderGaag
{nee Paize}
Box 656
Smithers, BC VO0J 2NOC

With thankfulness to our heavenly
Father, the Giver of lifs, we an-
nounce with great joy the birth of
our second child, a daughter:

TANYA NICHOLE

Born July 22, 1887
Proud sister: Amanda
Richard and Annetie Zwaagstra
(nee Van Egmond)

Box 238
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

Praise God, from whom all bless-
ings flow; He has blessed us with
our third son:

BENJAMIN JOEL

Born June 20, 1987
A brother for Raymond Harm and
Gregory Edward
Rick and Debbie Faber
{(nee Vreugdenhil)
9283 Telegraph Road
Sumas, WA 98295

O Lorp, how manifold are Thy
works! In wisdom hast Thou made
them all; the earth is full of Thy

creatures. Psalm 104:24

With thankfulness to our Father, we
are pileased o announce the birth
of our son:

ERIC STEVEN

Born April 20, 1987

A brother for Jason and Melissa
Barry and Debbie Woelders

Chilliwack, BC

With great joy and thankfulness to
the Lord, we announce the birth of
our second child:

JESSICA RACHEL

Born July 24, 1887

A sister for Alfison
Andy and Sandra VanderVeen
{nee Veenema)
BRS
Thamesviile, ON NOP 2K0

Great is the Lorp, and greatly to be
praised, and His greatness is un-
searchable,

With joy and thanksgiving we an-
nounce the birth of our second
child:

JONATHAN RICHARD

Born August 5, 1987
A brother for Michael
Mark and Mary DeBoer
(nee Costdyk)
3033 Tecumseh Drive
Burlington, ON  L7N 3M3
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With thankfulness io the Lord, Mr. Bon Bosman is pleased
to announce the forthcoming marriage of his daughter:
JANET ANDA
10
BERT
son of Mr. and Mrs. Roeilof Nisuwenhuis. The ceremony
will take place, the Lord willing, on Saturday, October

at Orangeville, ON.

Rev. M. Werkman officiating.
Future address:

25 Amaranth Street West
Grand Vailley, ON  LON 1G0

3, 1987 at 11:00 a.m. in the Canadian Reformed Church

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father we:

BARBARA GRACE SCHUURMAN
and
MURRAY FOEKENS

together with our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Willem Schuur-
man and Mrs. Maria Foekens wish to announce our forth-
coming marriage. The ceremony will take place, the Lord
willing, on Saturday, September 26th, 1987 at 3:00 p.m.,
in the Canadian Reformed Church at Hamilton.
Rev. J. Mulder officiating.
Future address:
240 Mohawk Road, E. Apt #503
Hamilton, ON  LSA 2H7

With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. A. Buist are

pleased to announce the marriage of their daughter:
RBITA to PAUL

son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Van Andel. The ceremony will

take place, the Lord willing, on Saturday, September 12,

1987 at two o’clock in the Canadian Reformed Church at

Burlington South, ON.

Hev. J. De Jong officiating.

Future address:

11 Lake Street South

Jordan Station, ON

With gratitude and thankgiving to the Lord we hope to
celebrate the 50th Wedding Anniversary of our dear
parents:

ARIE W, DE LEEUW
and
JANNY DE LEEUW (nee Hordijk)

on September 14, 1987 D.V.

Their thankful children, grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

Abbotsford, BC: Hans and Janet de Leeuw
Arthur and Wilma de Leeuw
Jonathan
Leslie and Karen
Sandra
Yvonne
Jennifer
Brenda
Randy

Toronto, ON: Jenny and Frank Kampen

Theresa and Gerald Boot
Diane, Elenor and John

Andrew and Yvonne Kampen
Rrystle and Brandon

Fred

frene

Anthony

Abboisford, BC: John and Margaret de Leeuw
Dorothy
ndrew
Jeanette
Cliffor:

Ottawa, ON: Arnold and Siska de Leeuw
Wayne
Svivia
Fiona

5679 Sunrise Crescent West
Surrey, BC V38 4N©

1962 — September | — 1987
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from
this time forth and for evermors. Psalm 121:8

With thankful hearts, we hope fo celebraie, the Lord will-
ing, the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents:
NICHOLAS MANS
and
HENNY MANS (nee Vis)

Their thankful children:
Nick and Theresa
irene and Harry
Henry
Michael
Jayne

RR 3, Thirty Road

Beamsville, ON

Whom have [ in heaven but Thee? And there is nothing
upon earth that | desire besides Thee. My flesh and my
heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and
my portion for ever, Psalm 73:25, 26
At His appointed time the Lord took unto Himself our dear
husband, father and grandfather:
HOEGE HANSMAN
On July 20, 1987 at the age of 73 years.
Langley, BC: Arendina Hansman (nee Boes)
Coquitlam, BC: Tina and Frank Nay
Archie and Mark
Langley, BC: Jenny Hansman
Langiey, BC: Henry and Emily Hansman
Daryi and Kevin
20159-53A Avenue

~ Langley, BC V3A 384
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TEACHER WANTED

Effective January, 1988 Guido de Brés High School will
require:

1 Full Time Teacher
or
Combination of Part Time Teachers

with qualifications in some of the following areas: Environ-

Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School, Chatham, Ontario
invites applications for the position of
PRINCIPAL

Responsibilities include teaching Grade 7 and 8 with one
day a week for administrative duties.

TEACHER

mental Science, Physical Education, History, Mathematics.

For further information and sending of applications, con-
tact the principal.
Mr. J.G. VanDooren
Principal
Guido de Bres High School
PO Box 6247
Hamilton, ON L9C 583
Telephone: 416-383-6744
Home Number: 416-648-8851

The Board of the
JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
of Smithville, ON, invites applications for

PRIMARY
and
JUNIOR GRADE TEACHERS

Duties to commence September 1, 1987

For information contact:

Mr. P.H. Torenvliet
P.O. Box 424
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0
Phone (416) 957-2188 (res.)
(416) 957-3161 (school)

Please send applications to:

c/o Mr. W. Hoeksema (sec. of Ed. Com.)
P.O. Box 280
Smithville, ON  LOR 2A0

for Grade 3 and 4 or possibly 5 and 6.
Direct inquiries to the principal:

Mr. J.A. Roukema
c/o Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School
485 McNaughton Avenue East
Chatham, ON N7L 2H2
Phone: (519) 354-1142 school
(519) 351-0917 residence
Send applications to Education Committee chairman:
Mr. Clare Wiersma
25 Lancefield Place

Chatham, ON N7L 2M2
Phone: (519) 352-2555

The Mission-Aid Board of Cloverdale, BC, invites applica-
tions for an

AGRICULTURE WORKER

for the mission field in Brazil.

It is recommended that the applicant also have knowledge
in the field of nutrition and health care.

The applicant shall be a member in good standing of one
of the Canadian, American or of other sister churches.

The applicant must also be a married man.

Send inquiries to:
Mission-Aid Brazil

clo Mr. H. Wendt or clo W.H. Bredenhof
Box 1276 Station A 18334-56 B Avenue
Surrey, BC Surrey, BC
Canada Canada V3S 6E3

or: telephone (604) 576-1713

URGENT

“ANCHOR”

Canadian Reformed Association for the Handicapped,
Inc. requests applications for the position of a

DIRECTOR

for their Group Home.

The home is located in the Grimsby, ON area. At the pres-
ent it houses three residents, and employs one fulltime
counsellor and the director.

There is a good potential for growth in the near future.

We are looking for an energetic person with the ability
to direct and coordinate the operation of the Group Home
for the developmentally and/or physically disabled in a
Reformed Biblical manner under the general supervision
of a non-profit Board of Directors. Duties are to commence
this coming fall.

Applicants are to be members of a Canadian Reformed
Church or one of their sister churches.
Required qualifications: a B.A. degree in Behavioural
Sciences, Psychology, or equivalent. Knowledge of skills
relating to treatment of handicapped individuals, leader-
ship and supervisory technigues will be an asset.
For further information, please contact the director of the
home:
Mr. D. Kooiman
310-10 John Street
Grimsby, ON L3M 1X5
Phone: (416) 945-1518 (res.)
{(416) 563-8641 (bus.)

All applications should be forwarded to the secretary of
the board as soon as possible.
Mr. K. Spithoff
276 Pine Cove Road
Burlington, ON  L7N 1W2
Phone: (416) 639-7452
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RE 1, Dunnville, ON

PHOTOGRAPHY
by Ear! Reinink

1A 2W1
1 {418} 774-8068

Wedding, Poriralt, and Commercial Photography

DON'T BUY INSURANCE

UNTHI . ..

YOuU CHECK WITH Us
LIFE, NON-SMOKERS LESS 30% - 80%
“AH Lines of Insurance’:
Home, Car, Business, Lifs, Groun, eic.
Sarving the Golden Horseshoe.

HOFSINK

insurance Broker

JOHN H. HOFSINK

Box 1145, "B, Burlington, ON L7P 358

{418) 332-3812

{ House of Pianos

KAWAL HEINTZMAN,
SHERLOCK-MANNMING
Choose from ouwr stock

of over 120 new

and used planos

Highway 5
Just west of Waterdown
Phone: {418) 683-B833

The Board of the League of
Canadian Reformed Women's
Societies in Oniario
is happy to invite all
of you o our
26th Annual League Day
1o be hosted by the society
of the Canadian Reformed Church
ai Burlington South,
and to be heid, DV,

Wednesday, October 21, 1987
in the
Ebenezer Canadian Heformed
Church of Burlinglon (East)
Morning session, 10:00 a.m.

introduction by Mrs. J. De Jong on
“Mary, Mother of Jesus™

Afternoon ssssion, 1:30 p.m.

Rev. J. De Jong will speak on “The
Antichrist: who and what is the anti-
christ? What is The Greal Lawless-

5
nessy

Maa) tickets are 10 be ordersd be-
fore Beptember 26, 1887 from

Mrs. Freda Jagt
953 Bonnieview Avenus
Burlington, ON LT 176

The price is 54.00 per person.

b

to serve you better

Ssldon Peacock

To enable us to continue io provide
prompt and efficient service and to
respond guickly to the many inguiries
for competitive premium quotations,
we have had to move fo larger facilities
with complete computer processing.

ter Vanlivk res. 335-4653

3050 Harvester Hood
{at Guelph Ling),
Burlington, Oniario

F2
e
Tony Vanderhout  res. 387-0247

Colf or Visit us

£

J Vanderhout  Peter John VanDyk

Our telephone lines are open with
eight Registered Insurance Brokers
ready to serve you. To saue you long
distance telephone chorges, where
opplicable, call us on our Hamilton
lire 544-8615.

Be sure to insure . . . Don’t delay . . . !

Your independent Insurance Broker can be reached ofter office hours at:

Andy Vonderhout  res. 335-65067
Peter John VanDyk res. 335-4653

Seldon Peacock Insurance Brokers Lid.

Representing thirteen major ¢

insurance companies for pous

comunercial and business prof

at: (416} 632-6152




