


By K. Deddens

Only delegates?

The Canadian Reformed Churches do not have the cus-
tom of making use of advisors at their general synods. These
syncds consist of sicieen delegates, four ministers and four
elders from each regional synod area. Sometimes the minis-
ter of the convening church where the synod is held, is asked
to function as an advisor, but ofien this minister is ona of the
delegates. So the delegates have lo do everything on their
own. The custom of the Duich sister churches of asking the
theological professors from Kampen o be advisors, was not
taken over. At our first synods this could not be done because
we did not yet have a Theological College and professors.
But also after the Theological College was established in
Hamilton, the protessors {c.q. lecturers) were hardly ever
asked-io-be advisorsTThe question comes up, is this wise T is
this the best, the most profitable way of coming 1o decisions
which ars so irnportant for the churches? Cr is this aclually a
matter of voluntary poverty?

Some negative and positive
historical information

One can point o the history of the Reformed Churches in
the Netherlands during the forties, the time of the Second
World War, Theological professors from Amsterdam and
Kampen were invited 1o be advisors of the synods; they were
even members of commiltees, and dominated the meetings
with their authority. Therefore, it was understandable that af-
ter the Liberation of 1944 out of reaction some said, "Let us
e carefol o this point, because professors should Mot dormi-
nate synods.” It is remarkable, though, that this reaction did
not start from the beginning in 1945, At the synods of En-
schede 1845, Groningen 1848, and Amersifoort 1948, the pro-
fessors were present as advisors. The churches were happy
that they still had professors S. Grefidanus and K. Schilder
and that these were willing and able 1o serve the synods (and
the churches) with their advice. They were also happy that
the number of professors could be increased and that the
new professors could add their advice,

However, this situgtion changed more or less at the syn-
od of Kampen 1951, Although still invited to the synod, the
professors were no longer allowad 10 become members of the
advisory committees at the synod and they were not permit-
ted to participate {ully in the discussions. In response Prof. Dr.
K. Schilder wrote 2 whole series of arlicles in De Reformatie
entitled "Professors at Synod" ("Hoogleraren ter Synode"). it
was one of his last series of articles in De Reformatie, tor he
passed away in March 1952, He was very upset about the
whole development and he did not hesitale to call this a
shame for the churches, Mot that he considered himself so
important, but he saw this as an overrsaction and he was
convingced that this frend in the church had to be changed.
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I may insert a personal note here. Prof. Dr. K. Schilder
told me that he planned 1o come 1o our wedding in Ede on his
bike {a distance of about 70 kmy). However, contrary 1o his ex-
pectation, a meeiing of synod was heid on that day. Prof.
Schilder felt that it was his responsibility o atiend synod in
what he called "the sad siiuation.” This sadness was also ex-
pressed in his telegram: "Congratulations from a lonely one-
man's table at the synod of Kampsn. Blessings from the
Loro, K. Schilder.”

Prof. Schilder and also Prof. P. Deddens, my father, were
strongly convinced that the churches were on the wrong
track. Later on, the position of the professors at the synods
was indeed reconsidered, and the latest synod of our sister
churches in the Netherlands, the synod of Spakenburg-Noord
1887, appointed a commities-in order-to-investigate -how the
presence of the professors at synods could be made most ef-
fective, without at the same time doing damage 1o the fulfili-
ment of their first task, their teaching work in Kampen.

Misuse does not remove
proper use

The reaction, or rather, the overreaction in the Nether-
lands is understandable. However, the question arises, "Does
misuse remove the proper, beneficial use?” Here in Canada
we now have our Theological College, previously with three
full-time professors plus two pari-time lecturers, now with four
full-time professors. Is it wise that none of them is asked to be
advisor at our synods? To cut off all misunderstandings, | do

not-say this—as amroratio pro-domo, & plea for myselfr Next

synod will be held in Winnipeg in April 1989, the Lorp willing.
| hope 1o be refired in 1990 and fo retum to the Netherlands.
But what about others? The churches could use the experi-
ence, wisdom, and insight of those whose full-time occupation
is to study and teach God's Word and the confession of the
church. In the course of time, all kinds of decisions were
made by general synods concerning many different matiers,
including maiters concerning the confessions, the Church Or-
der, efc. But the professors were mositly not present at the
synods o give their advice. Sure, some of them were appoint-
ed as members of commitiees which had o prepare a report
to synod. But anyway they were not asked io give advice at
the syned itself and to participate in the discussions.

One can ask the guestion: is it not the first 1ask of the pro-
essors fo teach at the Theological Coliege? The answer is:
his s true, and | would not defend a proposal 1o invite ail the
professors o all the mestings of synod. But arrangements
can be made so that very few lecture hours are lost. Besides,
the first task of ministers and elders is also thair daily task. A

nodd meets for a shor time. Perhaps it could meet in the
art of May or in the March spring break andfor in the
1 area.
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Let us use the talents we havel

I am of the opinion that espexcialy in the situation here in
Canada it would be wise o have gorofessorial advice at the syn-
ods. About a quarter of the ministers in active service is dele-
gated to general synods, some of them even two or three times
in succession. We personally haw e {o use all the talents which
the Lorp has granted to each one ofus. But do we not have 1o
use to the utmost all the talents wrhich the Lorp gave us in the
midst of the churches? We need $he manpower we have in the
churches! It is a wrong, unnecessary voluntary poverty when
we do not use the gifts which are giventc us. | hear already the
objection: "We would again introduce hierarchy in this way!"
But | would want to say: no, wher advisors know their place as
servanis, there is no danger of hierachy. Let us bear in mind
that in each and every heart a hie rarch is hiding. That is always

a matter of self-examination, not a matter of all kinds of mea-
sures. | would point also to another fact. Obviously churches as
well as individual church members need and request advice in
many ecclesiastical matters. In the three years that | have been
teaching ecclesiology at the College, already about ninety
times | was asked to give advice to churches and church mem-
bers in ecclesiastical affairs. Why then not ask for advice in ec-
clesiastical assemblies, especially in synods?

Conclusion

My conclusion is: let us stop this wrong voluntary poverty
and let the churches be aware and make use of the possibili-
ties given by the Lorp Himself, in order to be able to work to
the utmost for the glory of God and the edification of the
churchi

Education in the Word
in an age of the picture;

By C. Van Dam

The second commandment

So far | have said nothing aboutthe
second commandment and its relevance
for our subject. We must be brief and |
will try to touch on the main point.

To understand this commandment
we must realize that image-making had
a very specific function in the ancient
Near Eastern world in which Israet lived.
An image was not just considered 1o be
a picture of the god in questiors. No. It
was the dwelling place of the divine
reality. Decisive was that the image was
animated by the deity taking up his resi-
dence_there.8 If man did his_duties 1o
that image, then man had that god in his
power, so to speak. For at bottom the
essence of image-making is to have the
god under your control, in your power.®
in this way heathens thought to have
some security because the god or gods
were now at their beck and call.

When we keep this background in
mind, we can understand lsrael’s deci-
sion 1o make a golden calf as an image
of the Lorp who led them out of Egypt.
israel grew restless because Moses de-
layed io come down from the Mount.
God seemed fo have left them. In such a
situation there rose a demand for anim-
age! Israel wanted, so to speak, to have
God close by, under their control accord-
ing to the pagan way of thinking of their
day. When the calf of gold was made,
then Aaron said, "Here is your God, O
israel, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt! . . . Tomorrow shali be a feast to
the Lorp!" (Exodus 32:4ff.). They had

their image. God was now with them. No
more-worriest The - Catechism-therefore
rightly places the second commandment
in the context of the correct worship of
God, as well as stressing the point that no
image of God can be made (Q.A. 96-97).
When it comes 1o our teaching task,
the relevance of this commandment lies
in my opinion first of all in the absolute
necessity that we in our teaching make
known to our students the true God as
He has revealed Himself in His Word so
that He can be rightly worshipped by
themn. There are many images of God fo-
day by which man tries to conceptualize
God into someone that will be useful to
man and serve man's purposes. In this
way man seeks to control God and
make Him to be what man wants Him to
be. Some examples of modern images
of God are: God is love. This transiates
“there is no hell." Or, God is a grand old

man. This translates "God and His Word-

are out of touch with reality. He is out of
date. Pay lip service to Him but we can
basically ignore Him." So there are more
false images of God that could be men-
tioned. With many misconceptions about
God currently circulating, we must be
careful to show only the God of Scrip-
re; ~ the God who cannot be manipu-
lated or controlled and who cannot be
reduced by humans o some image; the
God who is sovereign and transcendent,
who cannot be grasped, be it literally or
mentally. God is God! We must convey
a sense of awe about Him to our stu-
dents. He is Creator and we are but

creatures. As Isaiah 40 asks: "To whom

~then will-yvou likern God, or what likeness

compare with Him? . . . To whom then
will you compare Me, that | should be
like him? says the Holy One . . . . Have
you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lorp is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth” (Isaiah
40:18, 25, 28a). God is more than we
can ever imagine!

Therefore the revelation of God through
His Word is such a miracle. There we
see God as we are to perceive Him.
There He has revealed Himself as He
wants to be known to His people. There

His glory, His love, His righteousness
and His wrath are pictured for us. So we
pass on the Word and God's self-revela-
tion fo our students. That is the crucial
thing. But we aiso do more.

We do not only use verbal language.
Students must also see the message.
They need a visual aid and that, within
this context, is the feacher himself. Also
in our speaking, in our attitudes and ac-
tions, we are o show them something of
the greainess of our God and His holi-
ness and sovereignty. After all, as teach-
ers we ourselves are children of Father
above, recreated in His image (Ephesians
4:221f.; Colossians 3:91f.; ¢f. Romans
8:23). Our students must be able 1o see
that and so see something of the great-
ness of Father in us. One of the vital mo-
tivations for listening can be the desire fo
be like the teacher. "I {00 want so 1o
know the Father in heaven and do my
office as Christian and experience the
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peace and oy and surely of the new lifel
Pwant that!” If we are a picture of the new
fife with all the positive fsatures, then
some of the difficully of iistening is dimin-
ished for our siudents. Then what we
stand for and speak abowt becomes at-
fractive (¢f. 1 Peler 3118 As ieacher ("a-
ther") so doing our calling over against our
studenis {“children’), we may bege! chil-
dren after our godly image. Or betler ex-
pressed, we may be Gods instruments
that they loo be renewed after God's im-
age, inwhose image we by grace may be.

God doss not want us 1o make an
image of Himy; but, He does want io
makes us new afier His image. Ouwr stu-
dents need 10 be moulded by the Word
and Spirit after the image of God. We
may be instruments of God in that divine
moulding process. The old creation must
give way 1o the new. Again the priosdty ¢f
ihe Word is unmistakable, although the
"children,” students, cannot do withowt
seeing their “father," teacher, afler God's
image. But the Word Is indeed first. Our
students {as well as we ocurselves, of
course) must morg and more be mould-
ed by the Word. Their thoughts must fol-
low the patierns set by God. Their goals
and desires must be in conformity with
His will. We must therefore "soak” our
students with the Word so 1o speak.

Memorization

An imporiant help is the memoriza-
tion of Scripture. I important parls of
Seripture are committed 1o memory, the
Word of God will more effectively ac-
complish its purpoese. Scriplure says:
"The Word is very near you; it is in your
mouth and in your head, so that you
can do #"({Deuteronomy 30:14). Or think
of Pgalm 37:31, "The law of his God s in
his heatt; his steps do not slip”; or Paalm
119:11, " have laid up Thy Word in my
heart, that | might not sin against Thee.”

devastating conciusion that the teacher
{"father") himself does not know the pas-
sage he assigned io the class? So, why
should we, "the children," bother? He
seems o have made out all right? Camt
we do without this work?

The Importance of mernorizing Scrip-
fure as a ool for integrating God's Word
into e cannol be oversstimated. Cur
studenis are constantly hombarded by
worldly language and worldly images in so
much of life, including the pervasive infiu-
ence of the media, espacially unforiunaialy
the almost everywhere prasent lelevision.
How can we expect them 1o stand i they
have not stored In their hearts and cannot
remember very concretely the demands
and promises of the Lorp? The world
sgeks our heart, our very e, Bul God
says, "Give Me your heartl® (Proverbs
23:28). The Word is used by the Spirkt 10
bring about the new Hle and o nurure &
Think again of Psalm 119, " have laid up
Thy Word in my heart that | might not sin
against Thee" {verse 11},

Mow often it is the worldly images
that cause the grealest congern. And
they should be a serious worry. Howev-
er, | would fike to comend that the cor-
ruption and secularization of language
should alarm us at least as much. There
appears 1o be a growing gap between
the language we hear in church and on

74,
o
O

pressing the Word on the lives and
neans of 1 i our cars, | s a malier
of fife an ath, Our students are not

ed to protect and nurture the life of our
studert and so to guard thelr heart, the
cenire of their consclousness. Proverbs
4:23 says: "Above all else guard vour
heart for from it flow the springs of life”
Apove all else! Therefore we need fo
continue 10 expose the words and pic-
tures the world presents for what they
are and we need o impress upon owr
"children” the great significance of the
Word of God for alf of iife. It is of uimost
importance that our students lsarn o
distinguish and disorirninate between the
holy and the unholy, between good and
evil. Armad with the Word of God and a
corract understanding of 1, this is possi-
ble. We are in the world, but not of iUl
Great discemment is needed. Again if
we as “"fathers,” teaching parems in
school, can Hustrate, make i real and
picture B, especially through our exam-
pie, that is of iremandous help. We must
never speak in a theorstical vacuum but
speak practically {as instruction in the
Cld Testament was). We have the
Word. it is practical and it is the Word of

He sireelS Thers seem 10 De two nar-
related reasons for this. The first reason
is that Christianity Is waning in influence
and Christians have withdrawn from cer-
tain areas so that many fisids have only
a secular language which stymiss mean-
ingtul Christian paricipation in dis-
cussing issues there.'2 Coupled with
that is a second reason, the degensra-
tion of language. The present age is be-
coming so depraved that the words of
Genesis 85 come to mind. "The Lorp
saw ithat the wickedness of man was
greal In the sarih, and that every imagi-

fite! And also to our encouragement, s
an effective Word that will accomplish
the purpose for which God sent i (Isaiah
55:11}, alse i the tives of our students.
This brings me to one final point,
Since we train students for ife sevice in
God's kingdom, the exposure of dark-
ness for what it is should a the same
fime serve ag a challenge o advance
the claims of the light of the gospel as
the Lorp gives opportunity and provides
time befors His glorious relumn. There is
a task, both for us and our students, also
in the fundamenial issue of langquage

(G dohrr 187 Colosslans 37184

in our day, memory work is general-
Iy not regarded oo favourably. It should,
however, be realized that this resistance
to memory work is a relatively recent
phenomenon, The notion that truth can
axist meaningfully In a book {for refer-
ance purposes, 10 he consulied when
needed) rather than in a person's mind
is g comparatively naw idea’® and cer-
tainly has no support in Scriplure. Of
course the material o be memorized
must he meaningiul and speak to the
student's world. He must be able lo un-
dgerstand and appreciate it Then the ma-
terial functions and has value in the e
of faith. Then the Word of God s infegrat-
ed in regi e .t Here again, not only what
oy students hear bt also what they see
is very imporiant. Are wg ourselves good
visuzl aids for showing our studenis how
helpful memorized knowledge of Scrip-
e is or can ow studenis come o the

e
3

nation of e thoughis of his heart was
only svil cortinually.” One could also
franslate: * . . . everything shaped by the
thoughts of his hearl was exclusively evil
all the time.” Whatever man conternplat-
sd it was always wicked. Today ithe
forces of darkness have more and more
cigimed much fanguage for thelr purpos-
es so that much language now either
carries sinful innuendo or relativizes
morals.'® A consecguence is that many in
the world can truly no longer really under-
stand what Christlans are taking about
when they exprass themselves on issues
dear 1o them and hence have little appre-
ciation for what Christians stand for {1, 2
Thessalonians 2:114). In this sense the
aniithesis between light and darkness
comes oui more clearly now than § has in
recent Western history, and our studerds
should be aware of this.

Why mention these things? To un-
dertine the great significance of truly im-

and image, of communicating. Qur siu-
dents should go forth as able communi-
cators of the Word in all of life, by speak-
ing and applying i and reinforcing the
spoken Word by themeslves being pio-
tures of Christ's redemplive work {of. 2

Cornthians 3:3 and also Jeremiah
31:33; Ezekis! 11:19; 38:26). G
x)
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 Clarionissue of September 11, 1987,

How do we read the Church Order?

By K. Deddens

Reopening of debale

Last vear there was a debate in
Clarion about the first part of Arl. 31 of
the Church Order, "If anyone complains
that he has been wronged by the deci-
sion of a minor assembly, he shall have
the right to appeal to the major ecclesi-
astical assembly . . . " To summarize
the debate: the Rev. WW.J. VanOene
was of the opinion that an appeal is only
to be made if one is personally wronged,
while the Rev. J.D. Wielenga defended
the view that the right of appeal is given
with the responsibility of alt the members
of the churches to see to it that the
churches are governed by the pure
Word of God. The debate was siopped
after counterplea and rejoinder in the

However, in the Clarion editors’ meet-
ing of September 10, 1988, | asked for
reopening of the debate. | did that for
two reasons. in the first place, | noticed
that several people still had questions
about the matter. (One of them already
wrote an article about #, but knowing
that the debate was stopped, he did not
ask for publication.) The second reason
is that, in my opinion, this topic is so im-
portant that we have to discuss it again.
It was decided at that meeting that the
discussion be reopened.

the-

slaboration and explication are lefi fo ec-
clesiastical assemblies.” In the following
passage Dr. F.L. Ruigers siresses this
again: "The church order only gives gen-
eral principles.” Elsewhere he says that
the Church Order has actually two pillars.
The first one is the former A, 1 (in the
C.0. of the Canadian Reformed Churches
now Art. 74), namely, "No Church shall in
any way lord it over other Churches, no
office-bearer over other office-bearers.”
The second is Art. 31 in which it is guaran-
teed that God's Word has the final say in
the church. Rutgers calls them the two pil-
lars of the Church Order, or the two main
principles (College-diciaten 1892/93).
Especially regarding Art. 31 C.O.
Rutgers wrote: "The principle is here that
God's Word has more authority than all

blies” (Ibidem). | expect that the Rev. Van-
Oene will reply, "But that is only the opin-
ion of one man, and | am not bound o
human opinions." We should bear in
mind that this was said precisely after the

No principles?

Rev. VanOene (Clarion, May 22,
1987 p. 221) said concerning the first
part of Art. 31 C.O.: "l would certainly not
say that ‘a general principle was ap-
plied,’ namely, 'the general principle that
wrong decisions of minor assemblies
can be appealed’ Our Church Order
does not lay down or contain principles.
Qur Church Order shows how the "princi-
ples’ laid down in the Word of our God
and repeated in our confessions are {o
be applied in the life of the churches.”

Now it is so that many principles are
0 be applied in the life of the churches.
Not all of them are writien down in the
Church Order. Therefore | want o un-
derline what, already a hundred years
ago, was said by the professor of Re-
formed church polity in the time that the
churches returned 1o the Church Order
of Dordt, Dr. F.L. Rutgers: "The church

order pronounces only principles. Their

—of-ecclesiastical assem=-1

return o the Church Order of Dordt in a
fime (the time of the Doleantie) that hier-
archy and human wisdom had the upper-
hand in the church. In that same time &
was said that there are three principles of
Reformed church polity: 1) absolute bind-
ing to Scriptures, and therefore also 2)
absolute authorily of Christ Himself in the
church and 3} exclusion of every human
dominion in the church. | may again refer
to the church polity expert of the
Doleantie time, Dr. Rutgers, who said
that this former Art. 1 (now 74) is a very
important principle which, at the first
Dutch synod after the Reformation, even
preceded the article about unity in doc-
frine (Art. 2 of the Synod at Emden,
1571). Then Rutgers continued, "Not that
this former Art. 1 is the fundamental prin-

--asif-in-this-one point everything-is
a!ready said. It is certainly true that be-
longing to the confederation of churches
also brings along certain obligations.

Continued on page 35
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F ROM THE SCRIPTURES

By J. De Jong

"But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the
ruler ofthe synagogue, ‘Do not fear, only believe""”

Mark 5:36

Only Believe

So simple and so brief is Jesus' command to Jairus,
the ruler of the synagogue, that one might question
whether a statement like this is sufficient. Considering
our creeds, we might be inclired to interject that there
is much more to the gospel thran this! Indeed, does not
James say that faith without works is dead? Brevity is
well and good, but is not this statement to the ruler too
short?

One should not be quick tochange the Saviour's
words. In fact, in them we see the Reformation's central
slogan: by faith alone! The gospelstill has only one cen-
tral demand: believe in Jesus Christ and you will be
saved. Faith, however, is often: misjudged, and made
easier than it really is. Jesus demands a true and living
faith, a faith manifested in deeds of love, and by ac-
knowledgment of the absolute Sovermgnty of Chnst in

word "believe" in His call to Jairus. Jairus must keep
trusting in the one whom he believed could heal his
daughter. He must also start all over and believe in Him
not only as the one who can heal her, but more espe-
cially bring her back from the dead!

Here faith is tested to its limits, just as the Lord of-
ten did. In His delays and in what He temporarily with-
holds, the Lorp tests His people. So He tested them in
the wilderness, as Moses says, "that He might humble
you, testing you to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or not,”
Deuteronomy 8:2. The Lord Jesus also wanted to mea-
sure the strength and endurance of Jairus' faith.

And Jairus did believe! At the critical moment, he
humbled himself even more, acknowledging that life
and death were in Jesus' hands. He manifests a living

Uul LAVLD

The events surrounding Jairus' daughter make this
clear. If anyone had to be helped immediately, it ought
to have been Jairus. His daughter was at the point of
death. And he was a ruler of the synagogue, one who
had the charge of the regular services of worship and
all its related administrative duaties. He obviously was a
figure held in honour among the people, and one for
whom people moved out of the way.

But Jesus deliberately appears to relegate him and
his concerns to a secondary place. That Jairus' daugh-
ter was on the point of death does not make Him rush
without delay to Jairus' home. For as He proceeded to
go towards Jatrus' home, the woman with the hemor-

faith—For faith tested is a working and living faith, 2
faith supplemented by lving deeds. To be sure, he
could have thrown up his hands in disgust and de-
spair. But he trusted in Him who raises the dead! And
so his daughter was saved, as Luke's account makes
clear. For there Jesus says, "Only believe, and she will
be well.” Jairus' faith does not bring her back, but is
certainly instrumental in his daughter's being brought
back by Christ's power.

Therefore the church that stands in the line of the
Reformation will not add anything to Christ's simple de-
mand of faith. Still today, the Saviour's call is, "Only
believe!" But the church in the line of the Reformation
will also not diminish the depth of these words. For as

"~ thage comes forward, and the Lord Jesus takes the
time to heal her and speak with her. She comes before
Jairus! And Jairus must wait for her, even though for
him every moment is crucial. We can feel his anxiety,
and yet may notice that he perseveres. And he is re-
warded, for the miracle he receives far surpasses what
Jesus did to the woman, and climaxes this section of
the gospel.

It's precisely when the report comes through that
his daughter has died, and that because of His own de-
lays Jesus is too late to help, that Jairus' faith is tested
to its limits. To believe that Jesus could heal - that was
one thing; to believe that He could raise the dead was
quite another. For precisely the power to raise the dead

istinguishes Jesus from all prophets and teachers that
appeared before Him, Now Jairus is faced with the call
to believe that Jesus is more than just a special
prophet. He must see Him as the Son of God!

So Jesus says, "Do not fear, only believe.” Literally
He says, "Hold on to your faith, keep on believing!” In
Luke's account of the same event Jesus uses a word
which says, "Now begin to truly believe!” And we may be
sure that Jesus wants to include both aspects of the

34

“the call is given here it clearly implies acknowledging

Jesus as the only Son of God. And this confession si-
multaneously involves a total self-denial by which we
give all glory to God for our whole salvation.

Thus the call to Jairus is still the call given to every
true believer today. Jairus had to keep denying himself,
and keep following a heavenly Master. I's the same for
us, who have a Master who speaks from heaven. Only,
we have more living proofs of His victory over the grave,
and His power to raise the dead! Thus we must seek
Christ where He speaks and where He seals a true and
living union with His broken body and shed blood
through His Spirit by faith, through the instituted
means of Word and sacrament. And just as Jairus, we
are to let everything go for the sake of lasting fellowship
with Him!

For the call to Jairus makes one thing clear: faith
does not rest in words, but includes and culminates in
fellowship with the Person of the Saviour. And it tells us
that by resting in the fellowship with Him, we inherit
the life that never ends. So let us too - through every
test of faith — only believe! Then faith will prove Victori—
ous in the power of His Spirit. C




How do we read the Chureh Order?
~ Lontinued from page 33
Mevertheless, with the acknowiedgment
of this principle expressad in At 1 of the
Synod gt Emden 1571 the whole Refor-
mation is at stake.” {Collegevoordrachi-
en van Prof. Dr. F.L. Rutgars aover Gerg-
formesrd Kerkrecht, bewerkl en uil-
gegevan door Dr. J de Jong, dl IV, o
156.)
No viz media

We agres with the Rev. VanOsne
that the Church Order Is not taking the
“goiden mean,” the via mediz, in orderlo
avoid the two cliffs of hierarchy and inde-
pendentism. § indesd doses not do so.
But we add immediately: the Church Or-
der goes the good Reformed way, fol-
lowing the Scriptures and the confes-
sion. This means that principles are igid
down in the Church Order. One of the
principles is that no church, no office-
bearer, may lord it over other churches
or office-bearers. This principie goes
back to what our Saviour commanded
His disciples, "The kings of the Gentiles
exercise iordship over them; and those in
authority over them are called benefac-
tors. But not so with you; rather il the

o greatest among. you become_as ihe

youngest, and the leader as one who
serves® {Luke 22:25, 28, ¢f. also Maithew
20:25-27). We may say that the Church
Crder has a scriptural and confessional
characier. This does not mean that the
Church Order has a value or authonty
equal to that of Scripture. But it means
that the Church Order iz built upon the
basis of Scripture and confessions.

In our book Decently and in Good
Orger, the Rev. G, Van Rongen and |
cames io the conclusion that the Church
Crder is a further exposition of what our

——churches-—coniess—of- the ground of

God's Word. | guole, " is rue, 2 number
of ciauses included in the Church Order
are nothing more than agreements be-
tween the churches to handle certain
matters in an identical fashion, where In
fact different paths could be chosen. Al-
so contained in our Church Order are
several stipulations which cannol be
fraced back o any commandment of
Christ or His aposties, yet they were laid
down as being beneticial 1o the churches
i showing unily and preserting a com-
mon front. We may refer here 2.0 10 Ar-
ticles 32, 43, and 44c. Apayt from that, it
is not a kind of code, containing all kinds
of detailed rules and regulations. Howev-
s, ganerally spaaking our Church Order
is based on the ‘Spirkual order which we
are taught in the Sorptures. | s there-

fore an impordant element in mainiaining
the unity of faith

and In each ivcal congregstion. Th

among the churches
El
doas not mean that our Church Ordar is

a perfect document. it goes without say-
ing that nelther cresds, confessions, nor
| church orders ever altain egqual level
with Holy Scripture; I ever anything in
them is recognized as being incorredt or
wrong, £ must be amanded. The laie Pro-
fessor P, Deddens of the Kampen Theo-
fogical Seminary used o say: To have a
Church Order s g good thing, but only to-
gether with an open Bibie!l " (p. 131}
This means also (and my father
strassed thal in Ms naugural speach of
1848, jusi afier the "Liberation™, that all hu-
man decislons in the church nesd examing-
fion. | ranslate from another speech of ny
father the following words: "Church polity,
as i is summarized and expressed in the
Church Order, is a malier of cordession.
The corents of the Church Order s noth-
ing else but a specifisd explanation of what
the Belgic Confession says e in the artk-
cles 7, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, and 32. Basls
and all-imponant {adior of | Is that Jesus
Christ is the only King of the church, He
nles the chureh by His Word and Spirit by
means of the consistory, the onlv body
which received from Him authonly for lead-
ership and rule in the local church” (De
Reformatie, 26, Octolier 7, 1850).
Open Bible!

Pwant 10 siress aspecially the matier
of the "oper Bible” when discussing the
Church Order. This year a book was
published in the Netherlands with the ¢-
fle "De kerkorde, regel voor vrede in de
keri " {The Church Order, e for peace
in the church). The author is the retlred
minister H. Bouma and i is published in
the series Woord en Wereld (no. 8), Er
malo. 1 is remarkable that the Rev. Bouma
shows from page 10 page that the Church
Order is based on the Scripiures. Time
and again he guotes texis from the Bible

corfederation of churches is based on
the Bible, but alss that all Kinds of anti-
cles of the Church Order are 10 be con-
sidered in the framework of lexis, ¢4,
passages from the Scriptures.

We read on page 43 of this book,
"Ag for the malter of an appeal to broad-
ar assemblies, this matter is not some-
thing trifling or to carry ong’s poini. Arti-
cle 31 C.O. discussss a wrong due fo a
pronouncement (ultspraak’), not a dect-
sion (besiulty bt a sanfence, a judg-
mant.” Bev. Bouma cordinues, "lmagine
that g consisiory came {o a decigsionon a
cerain point. But somebody In the con-
gregation ie of the opinion that this deck
sion would harm the church and its Lord
Then one shall bring this befors the con-
sistary with good grounds. Thern the con-
siglory has 1o sxaming that decision and
it has to come 1o a decision about s first
decision: was I g good decision orwas i
not? S, an appeal abowt g degision is

1 _that wrong decision? is then injustice 1o

-in-order io-demonsirale that notoply-a

not mentioned hers, but an appeal about
& propouncement, & judgment. One must
not appeal 1o a broader assembly too
rashly, but first of all call the consigiory In-
volved to further reflection.”

| agres with the Hev. Bouma In this
respect. Bul whal is now the scriptural
background of the right of appeal? Of
course, that no injury, no injustice, no
wrong 8 1o be iolerated in the church.
Therefors there must be the possibility of
an appeal.

Inadmissible?

Now the question is, is an appeal o
a broader asssembly inadmissible when it
comes from somaone who is not person-
aily wronged? Not reallyt if there I8 In-
fury, injustice, wrong in the church, sv-
grybody must have the right of appesl
with regard 1o that svil. Why? Because
injustice must be taken away, as soon
as possible. imagine that the person
who is wronged by a minor assembiy will
become seriously ill afler the decision.
Imagine that he passss away before he
can do anything. Or imagine that he was
so upsel thal he withdrew from the
church. Of course, such action would he
wrong. But the guestion ig, what aboui

retmain because there is no possibility of
an appeal? May nobody alse appeal? is
everyihing then blocked and will the in-
jury be maintained? Hers we have g
ground which shows the need of an
open Bible when we read our Church
Order. The Bible savs, "How fong will
vou udge unjustly and show partiality to
the wicked? Give justice to the wealk and
the {atheriess, mainiain the right of the
afflicted and the destitute” (Psalm 83:2,
3}. The late Prof. Dr. 8. Grelidanus quot-
ed this iext in connection with the bad
decisions. ol the General Synod .of 1844
inn the Netherlands.

Now this is just ons text. Thers are
many more fexis in the Bible which point
o the necessity that injury and injustice
st be taken out of the church, without
delay. Prof. D 8. Grelidanus wrote 2
good book, itled Schriftbeginselen van
kerkracht inzake meerders vergadering-
er {Scriptural principles of church polity
regarding broader assemblies). One of
the principles is that the freadom of God's
children must be honoured in the church,
including the freedom that they have the
fight o point 1o injustice and injury, and o
appeal uniust decisions glse when injusy
ig done o others. | could be that congis-
fores and alsc other ecclesiastical as-
semblies are biinded, so that they do not
see that there is something wrong.

O guard

Now | come back to the quastion
askad at the beginning, How do we read



the Church Order? Do we read the Church
Order in a formal, or even a formalistic
way? Do we say, when something is not
literally mentioned in the Church Order,
that the matier is out of order, and that
we have nothing to do with it7 it is an
easy way o say: "inadmissible!” But is
this correct? My answer is: no! We have
to read the Church Order with an open
Bible and we have to apply the admoni-
tions of the Bible to the concrete situa-
tion in the church. This means as far as
Art. 31 C.0. is concerned — the expres-

PRESS REVIEW

sion is again from my father — that we
have 1o stand on guard. We have to ex-
amine whether decisions in the church
are in conformity with God's Word, the
confessions, and the Church Order or
not. it is imporiant that we keep in mind
not only the literal text of the Church Or-
der, but also the "spirit" of the Church
Order. This is not something vague,
something hanging in the air, but it is a
matter of what | called "principles, de-
rived from Scripture and confessions.” A

Church Order should never be in confiict

with these principles, but must reflect
them! | hope that the Rev. VanGene will
reconsider his views in this respect. | al-
30 hope that the Canadian Reformed
Churches will stand on guard concerning
the scriptural principle of Ar. 31 of the
Church Order, so that no freedom and
no right of any of God's children is con-
tradicted or counteracted!

By C. Van Dam

Operation Rescue:
A biblical strategy?

Pro-life organizations across Cana-
da and the United States are planning

we must act now - those for whom

_cally blockac

“International Days of Rescue” for Jan-
uary 12, 13, and 14 of this year in an at-
fempt to save the unbom from the horror
of abortion. Vitality, a publication of the
Coalition for the Protection of Human
Life, in its December 1988 issue (p. 8}
devoles some space 0 explaining exact-
ly what this is all about. First, what is a
"Rescue"?

Rescue missions ate heroic atl-
tempts by God-fearing people o save
babies and mothers from abortion on a
particular day, by peacefully, but physi-

ding abortion mills with their
bodies, to intervene betwesan abortion-
ists and the innocent victims. Many chil-
dren across North America are alive to-
day because of these efforts. Rescuers
are usually arrested, charged with a mi-
nor infraction and released the same
day. The charge is most often trespass-
ing, or breach of the peace, although
theoretically more serious charges
could be laid.
But why resort 1o this tactic? Is this not dis-
obeying the authorities? This guestion is
answered as foliows:

Obedience o God. God commands
His people to "Rescue those unjustly
sentenced to death " (Proverbs
24:11) and "Rescue the weak and
needy. Deliver them out of the hand of
the wicked" (Psalm 82:4). Children will
be saved from death; mothers from ex-
ploitation. For the babies siated to die
today, tomorrow, and next week, con-
ventional pro-life efforts hold little hope.
it is for these children and others that
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Moreover, statistics issued by a
well-known pro-abortion organization
reveal that if women for any reason
miss their first abortion appointment, 20
percent will not reschedule.

Some people qusstion the right-
ness of Christians disobeying civil au-
thority. However, the Scriptures consis-
tently teach that when man's law and
God's law conflict, "We must obey God
rather than men" (Acts 5:29, See also
Exodus 8:5-10, Acts 4:15-20, and
Proverbs 24:11).

Another important consideration given is
-that such-a"Rescue™ action will result i
change and a way out of the present
abortion dilemma. Victory beckons.

Even a brief examination of recent
North American history shows that polit-
ical change follows social activism. The
civil rights movement in the U.8. under-
scores the basic fruth that political
change comes after activist citizens
bring enough tension in the nation and
pressure on the politicians o force
changeinthe law . ...

Victory will come when enough
people rise up with one heart and voice,
compelling Canada to restore justice to
children and mothers. If thousands will
answer the call o batlle, peacefully but
physically closing down abortion mills
across the country, as the upheaval in-
creases, we could provide the neces-
sary clout and momentum 1o see that
Parliament passes a law to protect all
unborn children.

Who cannot become upset when consid-

ering the terrible evil of abortion? Thou-

sands of unborn children are slaughtered
_aggravation of no ..
apparent progress in our country fo-
wards protecting the unborn can be quite
distressing. However, is "Operation Res-
cue" the way to go? Can this really be
justified from the Scriptures? | am con-
vinced that the answer is no. Let me
pass on o you some material from
Chalcedon Report, 282 (1989} [PO Box
158, Vallecito, CA 95251]. It will make
clear why we have o reject this strategy.
R.J. Rushdoony, writing under the title
"Revolution or Regeneration” notes (p.
14) that there has been a growth of revo-
andaisoin
Christian circles (e.g., tax revolt and lib-
eration theology}.

The excuse is the power of the
state. But Jesus Christ and Paul lived
under men like Tiberius and Nero; they
lived in a time of unjust taxation, abor-
tion, homosexuality, and more. Neither
our Lord nor St. Paul counseled a tax
revolt. Rather, as against the tax revolts
of their day, they counseled tax-paying
{Luke 20:18-26; Romans 13:7). Not rev-
olution, but regeneration is the Christian
hope for man and society.

in 1886, ancther revolutionary ploy
pecame the methodelogy of many
churchmen, the demonstrafions at abor-
tion clinics designed to viclate the laws
of picketing and protest and ensure ar-
rest for impeding access. It is question-
able whether or not these demonstra-
tions saved the lives of any unbom ba-
bies; the women seeking abortions
simply went elsewhere. Even more, the
demonstrators set a precedent in violat-



IN TERNATIONAL

By W.W.J. VanOene

OsLO

The Evangelical-Lutheran ministers
in Norway want more money for working
on Sundays. The National Association of
ministers took this decision at their gen-
eral meeting in Oslo. Only one of all the

ministers present voted against the pro-
posal. Almost all of the 1500 ministers of
the Lutheran State Church are members
of this "union.”

The president of the association,
Rev. K. Lein, thinks that it will be difficult
to defend the raise before the member-

ship. Lein is of the opinion that ministers
are underpaid in relation to the income
of comparable professionals. The minis-
ters will discuss more in detail the exact
size of the raise for working on Sun-
days.

Officially 90% of the 11,1 million

Continued on page 38

ing civil laws of various sorts. Whatis to
prevent pro-abortion people from block-
ing access to churches or even entering
them to disrupt services? If we allow
lawless protest to one side, we jusiify it
for all.

No Scriptural justification is offered
by these demonstrators. The closest

the gods, that is, to the rulers he has set
in authority over men to rule on His be-
half (cf. Psalm 82:1). It is the task of
rulers to uphold justice.

Rushdoony, in his aricle quoted
above, goes on to note that the method-
ology of such demonstrations as they
are now planned is borrowed from non-

not revolution is God's way" (p. 15).

In the same issue of Chalcedon,
R.A. Hamack, a judge in the Municipal
Court of Seattle, Washington, makes
similar observations and in his conclu-
sions notes:

God will deal with the sin through
His governments or supernaturally. On-

—thing toa text o justify them—isActs

5:29, the answer of Peter and the cther
apostle, "We ought to obey God rather
than men.” What does this mean, how-
ever? There is no civil government any-
where which does not disobey Cod at
some points ... Are we then justified
in obeying only when we believe God's
Word is faithfully observed? Then are
those around us or under us entitled to
rebel against our authority whenever
they feel we fall short of or neglect
God's Word? Nothing in Scripture gives
warrant to that. David's respect for Saul,

Christian and revolutionary sources.
Such methodology can be effective in
the short term, but, "there is no Christian
calling to create mobs and to violate
laws to achieve a purpose The
power to punish murders is a civil power,
not an ecclesiastical nor a personal oneg"
(p. 15). "The use of violence, whether by
Christians or non-Christians, is a way of
saying that voting, the law courts, or
reason mean nothing, or, that faith and
the power of God are irrelevant to the
problems of our time ... Regeneration,

ly He can give a just recompense for
sin. This opinion is not given to impugn
the hearts of those involved, nor to den-
igrate their personal courage and com-
mitment. God knows we all have wept
for this holocaust. But no emotional
posture can authorize us fo violate the
civil law by direct rebellion against the
civil government, or by the direct com-
mission of crimes against our neighbors
for their sin. Our ways are resistance, or
non-compliance, prayer, work for
change through any legal channel and
to speak prophetically through the pul-

—— - despite -Saul's-sin; gives-us-anocther

model.

Where freedom of God's Word in
the church, its schools, its famiilies and
members is denied, then we must obey
God, not the state. We do not disobey
to save our money nor even our lives
but where God's Word and its procla-
mation is at stake (p. 14).

With respect to the other passages re-
ferred to in the article arguing for Opera-
fion Rescue, it should be noted that
Proverbs 24:11 ("Rescue those unjustly
sentenced to death ... ") does nolsay
what that article suggests. The context
(ct. v. 12) indicates that one has anobli-
gation to come forward with evidence he
may have that can clear the accused of
the wrong he is being held responsible
for before the judge. Thus he will do his
duty to save one from being unjustly
condemned to die. The reference to
Psalm 82:4 ("Deliver them out of the
hand of the wicked") is God speaking to

. UR COVER

chy, no matter how small or seemingly
noble, cannot be condoned and is not
authorized by Scripture. What we have
before us is anarchy against our neigh-
bor, our civil government, and against
God's Law. The civil government has
been given the sword of judgment and
the authority by God to punish us for the
first two, and has done so in the past. |
leave it to God and His infinite and per-
fect wisdom, mercy and rightecusness
to deal with those who sin and violate
His laws and commandments (1
Corinthians 5:12-13) .. ..

Operation Rescue is not a Biblical
Christian response; and cannot be ana-
lytically or scripturally upheld without
doing violence to God's fully specific
and established law and command-
ments, given for the governing of our
daily lives, that we might honor and glo-
rify His name.

Right on.
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the {}ear; aﬁ@”’ ti's Me, i of g FRoman
Catholic acquain e :ﬁemw ion 1o

. T
1 Loral's Ssupper

sugpend an d bar ?z ‘i

was made by the Southern Presbytery of
the Free wf%&:;ym ar i:, i Qh it s ex-
pected that next year's General Assem-
oly will come back sn the Presbyisry's
dagision. The Free Fresby sa' hurch
has about 7,000 members. This includes
pecple who are not a:ffa,m y membar:«z
but arg so-caliad adherents. (N.D.)

CANADIAN SCENE
As of January 1888, unicn member

ship in Canada totalled 3,841,000, anin-

crease of 1.6 per cent from 3,782,000 a

yea* ewiéar according to *"gums 1e-
=ased by Labour Canada.

Union members comprised 36.6 per-
cent of Canada’s nonagriculiural work-
ers, a gecline fromthe level of 37.6 per-
canin 1687, _ .

The Canadian Labwr u(:mgres*,« re-
maing the largest ceniral fabour orgaz“*«
é.aiian with an affiiated membership of

.2 million, or 58.1 parcent of unionized
\,&:Qmp s,

The ten largest unions in Canada
ir ranking from a year sar-

in

maintained thei

lier. Those recording an increasse
marmbership were: the Canadian Unien
of Public Employees (CUPE}, the Na-

tional Union of Provincial Goverriment
Empinye&s NUPGE), The United Food
and Commercial Workers (UFCW), and
-ihe Social Aflais mﬁemmn Inc. {5AF)
Membership declined in the Public Ser-
vige Alllance of Canada {(PSAC) be-
iween 1887 and 1988 and was un-
changed inthe other five iargest unions.

These and c*na( tatistics, mgf ther
with information on smamm&% and na-
tional u m:;ns, zrwdﬂmn ent incal organi-
zations, cemm labour congresses and
world fabour organizations arg included
inthe f:f::c‘(@“}r uﬂ abour Organizations
{0 be published iater in the year.

CANADIAN SCENE

Many ;:smr»f* are bored by the recent
ool z"fevantm of public opinion polis, but a
recent Galiup Poll gives ug an interesting
ghm"w at nufseivw and our neigh-
bours. The polls compare religicus beliet
in North America and Western Europe.

To the guestion: Do you w:‘amn
God? of those polled in the Uni &:
S*&fe‘f and én reland, 95 percent sai
“vas” and 80 percent said "yes” | ’,fﬁuﬁa

)

prac

da, n Baly was B4 per-
cant, in G n 78 percent, in West
Germany 72 ent, in Fs’an‘*c 82 por-
ceni and in Sweden 52 gercent.

X “Do you atlend reg-
services?” in ireland &

mm%em»» said "ves”. m
cent also said “yes" b

3“ i shamly affer maz, ;n
s EWQS 43 parcent, in

lan
"ies"

Sk
n West Germany 21

reant, in France 32 percerd and only &
percent in Sweden.

e appearance of these figures co-
incided with the publication of a book,
The Future of ugwsﬂas 'y by David LLEd-
wards, in which he g z:.; “Seculariza-
fion on the Eurspean scale Is without
precedent or paralisl Al figures are
down: ordinations, baptisms, church
membersghip . . .. A,ﬁy way you care o
view if, mainstream Christianity is on the
wane throughout Europe.”

LEUSDEN

The Netherlands we;m*md Church
NHK) and the Pe‘ﬂr“ﬂed Churchses in
e Netherlands (GKN gsynadz,aﬁ VO
ould not agree on details of government
nd church order at & combination syn-
d at the end of October. The synod
dealt with proposals from deputies for
agether on the "Vd},’ {Samen op Weq),

movement o join the tWwo churches.

A church order draft presenied by
he deputies was passed by a majority of
mc:'; e present, but not by a majority of
both churchss. Since a rsssgms?y of ths
NHK rejeciad the draft, # has been re
fe’?&ﬁ back fo the Moderamina of the

"Combi-Synod”.

Another document known as "Skeich
1588" describing the fulure structure of
ihe church was dsbaied at ’engh The
Sketch placed the emphasis of collective
tice on the classical
government, according o G. mngea
mans, the chair of the 'zraﬁafaa commit-
tee. He noted that i was an important
éumﬁson of a classis that it exerpises dis-
cipling over s member churches. ;;s;u
xh.w Howevasr, Ge egates percelved this
as a practice of the GEN more than of
the NHIC {Again: Sicll, V(). NHEK deie-

{

P
,w.....

f‘:.a’)mcv

S’.‘Qw.%

gates objected that the Skeich did not
give aneugs“ weight 10 the provincial lev-
gl of church wvemmem {Don't worry,
they will come around, VO

s confessional queszseﬁ came up
over the recommendation 1o accept the
Remonsirant Brotherhood as an obsery-
er io the process. The Remonsiranis

me info being dwsﬂg the controversy
O/Pf ihe proposals of Agminius, which

werg denounced in the Canong of Dordl
Following the Synod of Dordt in 16818-
1618, the S’m"umsimnm warg sent away
ard their preachers banned.Since World

War I, the NHK has been having talis

lsvel of church 1.

with the Remonstrants, who have ’?fsw
expressed a desie o observe the pro
cess of Togsther on the Way mors

closely. Prof.H.B. Weijland objecied that
the Hemonstrants a'eaézj»; had no interest

in joining the process, and that granting
them observer stajus wmm% urn the pro-
cess into a kind of councit of churches.
But the commisgion argusd that they
were only obssrvers, nol participants,
The Eva ngei;na Lutheran Church, which
has been previously accepied as ob-
servers and were now accepted as full
participants, was not & precedent for this

case, it was argued. The combination
gsynod approved the Remonstranis as
chservers. (REC NE)

NEW YORK (RNS)

As antiabortion proponents savoured
thelr viclories in three stale referendums,
the Heagan administration made anoth-
er attempt o have the U.S. Supreme
Court reconsider its 1873 ruling that le-
galized abortion,

Measures baming stats financing for
abortions were endorsed by voters in
Arkansas, Colorado and Michigan in the
Nov. 8 elections. In Arkansas, an "Un-
bom Child Amendment,” which defines
life as beginning at conception, was ap-
proved by 52 percent, An effort o re-
verse a 1984 ban on siale abortion fi-
nancing in Colorade falled by 80 per-
cent. And in Michigan, a measure to ban
pubiicly financed sbortions except to
save the life of the mother passed by 58
percent afier 17 years of {siled legisia-
five attempts and vetoes, (CN)

WASHINGTON, D.C.

The President-elect, Mr. Gsorge
Bush told what he saw at the funeral of
Leonid Brezhnev. "I happened 1o be in
iust the right spol to see Mrs. Brezhnev.

St walked up, ook one st ook at her

husband and there ~ in the cold, grey
center of that lotaliiarian state, she
fraced the sign of the cross over her
husband's chest. | was stunned and |
was deeply moved. Anyone who wil-
nessed that loving gesiure, could not ac-
cept any moral ‘bureémtian oF commu
nigm. In that simple act, Chiist had bro-
ken through the core of the communist
system.” {CN)

BOERMOND/AMETERDAM

ﬁacwmrzg o the most recent infor-
”v*a'w" the Netherlands can boast of
, 300 millionatres. This means
531 “ﬂiﬂw.e‘mm& & was worth
*‘rmm is
”z me ,dmes? rRaTDer
nalreg in mem are
1 million. Even in

‘Ei‘;’a@‘
worth an average of 2.
Fe
i vk

the "ean” years 1960-1982, thelr num-
ber inpreased by 2000, {DNG) ]
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Lynden, Washington

By W.D. Meesters

Our gracious God blessed the con-
gregation of Lyndan by granting them a
new church bsiiidmg where they may
congregate and worship God, and alsc 2
new organ 1o play and o sing o the
praise of the Lord.

The dedication of this new churct
and organ ook place on June 22, 1988,
at 8:00 p.m. in the new church building
on 8883 Northwood Read, Lynden, WA,
U»::.A.

Br. H. Bosscher, vice-chairman of

the consistory, exiended a hearly wel-
come t everyonhe present. The d’:ug‘“h
was filled and many brothers and sis 2 &

from the sister churches in the Fra

 Valley came oul 1o altend this memc

rable evening.

Aiter the si inging of Psalm 881 and
4, br. Bogscher read Petﬁf tandiedin
prayer. He petitioned God to "bless this
House" and prayed thal it might be con-
secrated to Him. He expressed the hope
that the living preaching of the Word of
God may come forth from this pulpit and

mai the members in the pews may be

ving stones in a building not made by

ﬁaﬂ{és Th :} hwc,h of Lynden has met iﬂ
ha gym of Covenant Christian Schoo

church uuz-mr;g of the American
Cmmfvfzwwmﬁ Washinglon

ihe Qorzsésmry Da Bosscher thanked the
school board { ‘“;P r good wapera‘{za n
After this br. ©. Petley, chairman of
the buiiding mmmﬁ%ee, was given the
floor. He thanked the consistory and
congregation for thelr remendous coop-
gration and paﬁm ipation in the awcmg
project of the church and gave a brief
istorical sketch under the w:fzeme. ‘Com-
ing homa.” mentioned that many of
the wrfem *’*’!‘J‘T‘bﬁi‘g of the church of
i, Va{;acsaiiy the cld-timers, went
cn nai ag.be‘s of meeting places,
varms halls, theater buildings,
, Chapels, and even above a
hware siore. Families which fved in
United States crossed the E:*}{,:r:‘ ay-
v Sunday 1o go 1o church in Canada,
in Naw Wesiminster fﬁ%zsutec in
acember, 1850, now ?%!zfm’;
"* overdaie gzrsfls:j?@ﬁ in March of 18954},
and in Abbotsford (instiiuted in i~«~§—~n,saz>
18613, When the church of Lynden start-
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ad s own wot s
per 1, 1984, un
consistory of zhe
met in what originall
hall, convertedic a

FY/

the supervision of the
church of “mb ?;3?::;,
v hiad bee
schoot gym Ahr 18
church of Lynden was instifuted on
March 10, 1888, the r;o"w:sbms with the
congraegation dﬁ'wdf‘ﬁ first to call a mini
ter, and then to ook for pm'ﬂeﬁv for par
sonage and ahumh in the summer of
1985 the Rev. A, Van Delden was 0f-
dained and installed as the i
ué the chureh of Lynden.
985, an acre of land was Qu*@h:ﬁ‘&t’?
me mse:ﬁfm ol a parsonags rmma 33—

tion o an adiacent acre of land for the
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potential pumposs of
The parsenage, built
Buliding Contraciors

building a church.
by Faber Brothars
assisted by many

volunteers from ﬁ*w ohurch, was com-
pleted in May, 1988, In January, 1%?,

the option on the second acre of zaﬂ«:ﬁ
wag exercised and land for ih& sonstrue
tion of a church buliding was {:mwz‘:‘
In the s;ﬁm Gi 1%? ‘im %:s;.ﬁ'adz;, ) COIT
ting plan *0 m&a
consistory ar;a Ws ca&ngxmaﬁw This
> ado w:fx, and afier all the nag-
W m obtained, the same
wrm.uwﬁn of the
,,:-m:. ary, 1888, Again the
gregat! on involved with
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The signin
casion of the

here is Mr. Fi
of the church

voluntary labor andior extra
supg}m. Br. Petter expressed |
giation to all those who assiste rj in this
g‘}m;ew, P" L, a?%a‘;vu m% m ex reaa&:c}

for the ucmgfgga m “fﬁ ~§!y o “mma
mme“ o this beautiful new church build-
ing. He presented th e consistory with a
§arga m«mbe:,\i?c wooden key with appro-
priate inscription.

On bs’-‘-m!‘* of the consistory, b
Bisschop accepted the ke
gave thanks to God and ex
hope and sincere amssr that aéi the ac-

stter, chairman o

His name. Subsequently he thanked the
building committee for all the time and
affort given, the a?‘gaw commitiee, srs,
Ann Hillmer and Shi irley Veld ma” for
their wcfk in evaluating and sels cling a
wonderful organ, and the mngmg ation
for the harmonious way and brotherly
spirit in which th s project was complet-
&r* On brﬁ%!' fthe “H‘%f:’;f‘lg} e::o .‘ *.“iﬁi{f} s,
k Fabm thanked th f
portunity 1o con «t-”u ¢l me Cfik}i"’
r

\@

; m #«: *:ey members ”}? m e :Mzczfeg'}-

?su He mars%«z;f ne sy a:nmraw s for
their cooperation in the project. In addi-
{ tion he tha V"waé Rev. and ’Ji!‘"‘ Van

: fx (] w[amg
mittee {feft) to br. J. Bisschop, elder

mmerican Reformed
singing on the
ication of the

g and organ.

Mrs. Ann H'i[we{ organist,

af the new organ of the
erican Reformed Church
in Lynden, WA.

SO~

Delden for making their garage available
for the workers to eat their lunch, espe-
ially s:u,.zrr;q rainy days, and for their
s} pi ity in serving soup and coffes on
any oc sﬁ“vii}ﬁé?s
Foliowing a perfo
-

b S

x

cholr under m
Hillmer with sr. Shirl
organ, Hev. Van Deslg
short meditation on 2
pointed out %:!a: frequent

of th

g

3

in the church builch s‘\

which ﬁawm ve cis;
in the glass windows in the front wall &
the church, and as a wamﬁ design in the
puipit and on the baptismal font, The @M

. '
T %&} E? {%I’;i}bfmﬁﬁ



t& arising in the early morning !wlé?"“ on
hie eastern nor** ninthe Holy Land was
e morningstar; it was the meusengér of
dawn, a s»mb@‘ m hﬁpe, that soon the
darkness would be dispelled. So, m, in
the world we live mmu%y, a world of sin
and darkness, a gmaz light has ap-
peared, Jesus C:hm the Morningstar
through whom children of God receive
eternal light, Christ ea the great Momn-
I} H

i
ih

ingstar is the symbol of h ,!’38 the Light
which shines in the darkness; the one
who at His Wsonfj coming wag! ffze;,c:e all
darkness and usher in the eternal day.

In response to Rev. Van Delden's
meditation the audience sang Hymn
12:4:

O come, Thou dayspring from on high
And comiort us by drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to Hight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to Thee, O lsrael.

Rev. Donald Van Dyken, minister of
the Crthodox Christian rac*'m,;ccﬁ Church
of Burlington, Washingion, on behalf of
this church, congratulated the church of
Lynden with its new s:&m%uary and ex-
pressed the hope that the members of
the church of Lynden may be complele in
Christ in accordance with Colossians 2

50th Wedding Anniversary

Harm Kiers and Antie Kiers-Grolleman hope to celebrate their
50th Wedding Anniversary on Febmafy 10th, 1989, the Lord will-

A-number-of-delegates-from-neigh
bouring sister chure hes offered their
congrat ulations and Qf@s&:n"@t}(} & variety
of gifis. Rev. M. VanderWel of the moth-
er church of Abbotstord, congratulated
the daughter with her own house so
soon after leaving the mother's house,
and promised a kneeli ing bench which is
still in the making. Mr. Breukelman of the
church of Chilliwack extended his con-
gratulations and presented the church of
rynden with a clock. Rev. Moesker of
the ghm{:ﬂ 0? Cove rdale expressed the
hope th church of Lynden may
‘have the m :d foundation of the Word of
God, which is the only solid foundation
of Christ's church. He also presented a

clock. Mr. Onderwater of the church of
Sus’gev also presented a clock and sug-
gested that we hang them up side by
side and let the fastest one win, where-
upon the audience burst out in laughier.
Mr. H. Moes of the church of Langley
ccmmenied on the wf’fa‘;ﬁip between the
cities of anaﬂs,y and Lynden. Not only

do ae*k names stant with an L, the pul-
pits and pews ;r both churches are quite
similar. Br. Moes presented a b@am iful
set of ie‘*iaa‘g for th
boards in the front j
fwsfaé werg performed b

Mrs. Ann H;Msr and b

man. «rs; L. Hillmer and H. Faber on be-
half of the Bible Study Society presented
to Rev. Van Delden a ﬁew armchair for
the pulpit. On behalf of the Lynden
Young People Sot vﬁi} Fon Faber and

?ﬁ%y emigrated to Carman-from Enschede -in-1856 with their

ma ons Aaldert and Derk. Aaldert was taken unto the Lord in
1968 al the age of 29, after a serious lilness. Derk lives with his wife
and ;m; daughters in Alberta. Harm at 80 and Antjs at 79 years of
age still enjoy relatively good health.

Box 813, Carman, MB ROG 0J0

S’{;tﬂ in front of the
American Reformed
Church of Lynden,

Washington

Ae‘n-@sd Petter presented a beautiful
ooden collection bag rack w%*am%‘z
m:»m ed the f:j ing

or br. Rigme

m" coming o 51 ‘%‘m 08

and invited them o stay for refresh-
ments, he clossed with a praver of
mam‘@g%ﬂsq o our gracious God.

o=

N



\nnual

By Annette Nobel

Cur 27th annual League Day, held
in the Burlington Rehoboth {West)
church, began with coffee and the ex-
change of greelings with acquaintances
and friends from all over Ontario.

At 10:00 the moming session was
opened with the singing of Psalm 87:1-5.
Mrs. Van Delden, president, read from
Ephesians 1:1-15 and led in prayer. She
then spoke a few words remembering
Mrs. Selles, who recently passed away.
The League's first president, she presid-
ed over the League Day for many years.
Her-enthusiasim-and-good-spirits-always
made League Days special. Mrs. Van
Delden welcomed us and noted how the
two topics for the day can be beautifully
combined under one theme, "created for
ithe praise of His glory.”

We were then infroduced to Mrs. Liz
Dykema, the new Corresponding Secre-
tary of the League. As a result of the vole
held the evening before at the Delegales’
Meeting the collection today would benefit
"Beginnings.” A letter from the World
Home Bible League was received thank-
ing us for the money collected at last

;onvention

of the League of the Canadian Reformed Women Societies
of Ontaric held in Burlington West on October 19, 1988

Dr. C. Van Dam and Mrs. L. Van Delden during the answering of the questions

Above: League Day in Burlington West Rehoboth Church

majesty. Throughout the ages there has
been much discussion and disagree-
ment gbout this matier. The Pharisess

We do not choose the Lord, He
chooses us. He gives faith 10 one and
leaves the other in sin. He could have

years League Day. Letters were received
from Carman and Australia wishing us a
good and fruitful day. Mrs. Meintz, of Em-
men, the Netherlands, and Mrs. Jane
Alkema, of Cloverdale, B.C., relayed
greetings from their places of residence. it
was also announced that next year the
League Day will be held, DV. in
Chatham. Roll call showed that 375
ladies were present, including two from
the Netherlands and two from B.C. The
business part of our day was concluded
with the singing of our League Song.

Qur essayist, Mrs. Mulder, was intro-
duced. She is well-known among us, be-
ing a minister's wife, and through the
comforting column for the sick which ap-
pears in Clarion. Her topic was "Election
and Reprobation.”

Though this topic is a difficult one
and cannot be reasoned out, we should
leam about election and reprobation for
it reveals God's love for us and His
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thought they could earn salvafion
through strict adherence to the laws.
Pelagius had the theory that everyone
was born without sin and could choosse
for themselves. Arminius believed that
man's salvation was based on his own
"goodness." it is hard for man to accept
that we are tolally corrupt and spiritually
dead but by making salvation partly de-
pendent on our own choice the glory and
majesty of the Lord is diminished. For it
is He only who elects and saves, accord-
ing to His good pleasure.

When Adam rejected God's love and
became a sinner he did so as head of
the human race. Through him we all be-
came spiritually dead. Left to himself
man wants 1o follow the world. But the
Lord stretched out His hand to man and
through His Son paved the way fo life.
Those who believe in Him receive eter-
nal life, but those who reject it receive
eternal death.

chosen all, or none. "For by grace you
have been saved through faith; and this
is not your own doing, it is the gift of
God" (Ephesians 2:8). This is called
election. He elected to Himself a people
to honour and serve Him.

Many Christians today believe that
God chose those whom He knew would
believe. But the Scriptures teach us that
God's election is unconditional (Romans
9:11-13). He chose us before the foun-
dation of the world {(Ephesians 1:4). We
can find rest and security in this
knowledge. We do not have to worry
about our glate before the Lord.

What about our own responsibility?
Election does not eliminate this. He bends
our will so that we want to serve Him
and He makes us able to do it. The Lord
is always at work in us so that we can
live a life of thanksgiving.

Many people nowadays only want {o
hear about God's love, but the Bible also



God. God i
ice He shows
kedness, He
its purpose,
lay of trouble

the wrath
'Si. am‘% “u

of
sti
rwic
?y’inm{; for
m'e}%’s i*‘se wau&e(j for the o

{Proverbs mhz@},
Yet we cannot blame God for sin,
though He uses it for His purposes. Man
o .

?i!
I3

remains 100% responsible for his sins.
The unbeliever gom {0 perdition be-

cause he Gevghw in his sin and rejects

3 UaCc of ; v ?ma '?“
5. FG!‘ we can be assured t
faithful Lord who began a good work
in us will also bring it to. completion
{Philippians 1:8). To Himbe Lh@ glory!

We s sang Psalm 145:1, 5 amﬁ then

fime was given for discussion. e col-
ie fin‘ for "Be gs;z:zmgq“ WciS held ($664
s collecied). To close the "mrﬁmg

o 2
&y

s‘»

ezo we sang Pgsm 535 1,
We then went to the Legion | a% fn
Waterdown for a cold buffet lunch.
was plenty of good foed and whaﬁ& i
all.

oon it was time 1o ?\agr our afier-
noon session and this was done with the
aim”“g of our National Anthem. The ‘a jie
of Burlington West then eniertained us
with a poem about how we uf’i’? ma
same, and _guestions about how we are
different. This proved 0 be both enter-
taining and educationall

{1

&0

1L ence textbook, bi

a*mg wa&h vers &
s this iopic has be»szn dcxa..
by Dr. Van Dam, we will

4:3 “;nimh

YT H "“i 7i
«'»L n {.n {4

ion of the world,
we is eternal. in fa«c‘é
were pres

s pre
all three Per sef‘s 0? the Trinit
ent. God created the world and alf that is

v..’RU\A W

in it from ;sa‘;*mg Giod is the
who c:-m "create,” that is,
thing from nothing.

He dF‘::Cph 2d the "gap” theory, w*‘m
says that the perﬁ@w creation of
was ruined. This ruined sarth is pi{;mrec:i
in verse 2. The resioration of the first
world is recorded beginning with verse 3.
Arguments su;:»pa)mng !hss theory were
explained and Dr. Van Dam showed us
how they are incorrect.

What is the role science should play
in uﬁdez‘sianﬂ‘%ng Scripture? First of afl,
the Word of God is clear. Believers do
not need specialisis ic make the Bible

> UE:E}’ one
make some-

lear to them. God's Word is self-suffi-
clent and self-authenticating. God's Word
interprets z%;«,e!‘?; we can compare Scrip-

ture with Scrl s;;%tum Finally, God's Word
has the last say. ?ban% it would be a

misuse of S"f’*pmfé& io use it as a sci-
blical daig are true and

Wf:

should be considered by scientist
Before the discussion, we ware

sked

CHOOL CROSSING

ion
Van

o sing Psalm 93:1-4. The disx
brought many questions, to which Dr.
é‘}am ably responded.
To close the day, Mrs. Van Delden
thanked God, first of ali, for g ng us iﬂfb
d ay. Mrs. Mulder was thanked. Her es-
say was so clear; we s0 often make it

:3;:? fcult. Mre. Van Delden also thanked
a)sz Van Dam ‘6%‘%%@&!‘?& r;é; over that

erses 1 and 2 of Genesis 1 say so
mu;n. Mrs. Willa Dale Smi ‘g ;rCmm
sponding Secretary for the past five
years, was zzgwm warm thanks for all the
work she did for the League. For the

third year m a row Mrs. Van Delden
could thank Mrs, A;ji%e Spithoft for ac-
r‘omga'wyana us on the organ. The ladies
of Burlingion West were thanked for a
well-organized aaf Mrs. Reinink thanked
Mrs. Van Delden for again doing an ex-
cellent job in leading this day. i’m Opnor-
tunity was given for general questions,
and then we sang from Psalm 1471, 2,
6. Dr. Van Dam closed the day with
prayer.

We were invited downsiairs for re
s%men*s before everyone again de
parted for their hometowns, once agai

snished in the knowledge of Scrip-
and having renewed acguaintance
old friends.

83’3
iure,
with

%mms ng Secretary
T - %:,Q:?:w;-gv o
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years, School Crossing
f e some attentien to what
hag b m me known as "the annual
ﬂﬁé’id che™: the annually returning prob
lemn of finding teachers for our *mso!i«
gsnuaw ‘*932’4 promises 1o be the begin-
mm of another au:h frantic scr. amble for
teachers. So far, a number of advedise-
m%wie have aw c}ﬂg ay;}mma andif th
gloomy predict dru cmc‘i 8¢ @w%
m&sm will wscsv@ ha
o their adverd

The '“ﬁ,%f’ »3'-1 tcmmr fsh age could
e be past few years
e _,f*e in the num-

f teaching positions within W;
schools due o expansion. additio
there is the normal staff turmover. As in

in

all professions, also teachers al Re-
formed schools come and go. If it is cor-
rect to assume that every year approxi-
mately 10% of the number of teachers
needs {0 be , and if we add io
this the annually inci ea ing number of
feaching positions (o be filled, then it is

obvious tha? seven {0 ten new teachers
gntering the pro ia—sw year s not

enough 1o fill all th cies. Qur
high ‘schools need persons who have
expertise in °rw““ha:: S ’3 et e eas, with

?tﬁr“?w‘mm-ﬁs and the Scien
badly understaffed at the m 3

o

maaw sabnwis: 3;&“5‘ EVS0

E furn 1o zhf» ma&m ing mowassim is not

endless either, while fuii time employ-
ment of such pee:»p@ epletes the slore
of capable volunieers mﬂ” our schools. All
of this adds up o a great need for teach-
ers {or our slementary and our high
schools across the country. We do not
want to push unscriptural panic butions
- the Lorp reigns over all and evervihing
- but let us not remain idle either.
Surveying the school bulleting from
the past months, it is disconcerting to
na%/“ that any {:erswi about a m% i-
ble staff shorlage are uguaiiy made only
in direct reference 1o the needs of the
paricular school for next year. | am surg
that the daily Gp@m’n n of the schools
takes up most if not all the time and en-
ergy avaiiable for g swah@m Finances,

Ke
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transportation, and maintenance, as well
as curriculum development, classroom
visits, personnel concerns, parental con-
tacts, etc., surely leave litile time to think
about next year, let alone the year after.
Yet it remains a fact that school boards,
on behalf of their school associations,
are not only charged with the building
and maintenance of the physical plant,

The problem of the shoriage of teach-
ers is considerably bigger than the diffi-
culty of finding the right number of "bod-
ies” to teach our children in September
1989. Reformed education is per defini-
tion quality education. If that is forgotten
we may discover to our chagrin and
shame that we are using the adjective
"Reformed"” in vain. Therefore the major

real work for a change during those long
breaks at Christmas, in March, during the
summer. No, this is not the umpieenth
attempt by a teacher to impress upon his
constituency the weightiness of his task.
With disheartening requiarity school bul-
letins make mention of the unforiunate
fact that at times students display atii-
fudes of disrespect and disregard for
their teachers, to the detriment of the
leamning progress and the esteem ac-
corded fo the teaching profession. From
one of the more literary gifted | found a
meditation on the theme of the Pied
Piper of Hamelin which ended as fol-
lows:

... I would like to urge parents to
maich their appreciation of the reformed
educators' profession to the apprecia-
tion of the importance of reformed edu-
cation. | would like to urge the teachers
to wake up, and to start building up their
own profession. If we work together as
parents and teachers in this way, 1 am
sure the working conditions and the im-
age of the profession will improve and
with it the atlractiveness to young peo-
ple to enter this beautiful profession of
teaching.

The interest of young people in teach-
ing as a career is certainly related to the
regard teachers have in our community.

“but also with bringing about Reformed
education by hiring teachers. After all,
without teachers we cannot have schools.
if then teachers are in such short supply
— a problem which will not disappear
overnight — school boards can no longer
afford to sit back in the hope that come
February and March a welcome array of
applications will somehow land on the
table of the secretary.

It is simply not good enough, and it
certainly lacks Christian charity when we
hear comments such as: "At our school
charged with the governance of this
school only, please do not bother us with
the problems of other schools.” It is not
good enough to suggest that the respon-
sibility lies with the Teachers' College,
after all they train teachers, don't they?
But I ask, who employs the teachers? Is
it not right when the establishment and
expansion of small schools in certain
congregations is severely criticized by
outsiders as irresponsible, implying that
the blame for the staffing troubles should
be placed on the doorstep of such un-
economic schools, while in the mean-
time we ourseives have the luxury of
iwelve years of education for our own
children. The importance of Reformed
education is trivilized when it is suggest-
ed, “Don't hother us with demands for
quality and qualification, as long as there
is somebody in front of that class, that's
good enough. And we'll find somebody!"
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responsibility to ensure that there are
teachers to teach our children remains
with the school associations via the
school boards. It is imperative that
school boards generate incentives {o at-
tract capable people to the teaching pro-
fession. They must do so collectively
and publicly. They should not only con-
sider the short-range needs of the local
school, but the long-range needs of the
Canadian Reformed school system as a
whole. | urge boards 1o take this task se-
riously. The provision of teachers for our

| Reformed schoals is-a-most critical busi- |-

ness. Qur chiidren need dedicated, com-
mifted, skilled and knowledgeable Re-
formed ieachers, otherwise there will be
no Reformed education.

Does the teaching profession have
this kind of esteem within our communi-
ties, or do we generally look down upon
it, making jokes about the shor working
hours and the long holidays, cheerfully
suggesting that teachers should do some

CHURCH NEWS

Notice that this respect and appreciation
are two-way streets. Teachers may not
simplistically point fingers at parents, nor
parents at the personal oddities of teach-
ers. Reformed education remains the
concern of all of us; it takes place in the
midst of the communion of saints where
we are encouraged and admonished to
use our gifts o the benefit of our neigh-
bour. Being involved in education means
service, both by parents and teachers, in
a mutual effort to obediently respond to
that command from Deuteronomy 6 and
Psalm-78:- Tellof God's great deeds; lest
we forget Him.

Reformed education can be and
must be a joyous enterprise: we have
the greatest support in the world — God
Himself. Let that joy be visible and audi-
ble in our homes and in our schools. No,
not by sweeping our shortcomings and
faults under the carpet. Let's do our ut-
most o get to know each other in order
to grow in our Christian respect and ap-
preciation for each other, in order to
build each other up so that we — with
and within the means given to us by the
Lorp — are able to provide our children
with quality education. Then we ~ par-
ents and teachers alike — will be able to
show our young people the beauty and
rewards of a career as teacher within our
Reformed communities.

Qur children need Reformed educa-
tion, therefore our schools need fo staffed
by Reformed ieachers.



PRESS RELEASE

Classis Ontarie-South of the churches in this reglion. Then he web residing in our region, has applied
December 14, 1888 comes all delegates and guests. for financial assis im a for hmaa
The chairman of the convening church, An agenda is adopted. and j s family. t’” uppert is “ﬂﬁ@
Rev. J. VanRielschoten of Chatham, | 1. The Rev. C. Stam of Harmilton is f@mmemm e ‘i: ber 1, 1988. A
opens the meei ng of delegaies. He re- present for the first time and signs the {&eé»gzaﬁmz IOBIVe - 3 80 ‘ed";“ Q’f
quests the singing of Fm!m 2011, 2, 8, the Form of Subscription. contributions 1o be fi i ia@ 1e rea-
the reading C‘f John 1:1-18, and leads in | 2 The churches at Biue Bell and Lon- surer, Mr. AJ. Yisma, 42 Maple
prayer. don announce m they will need ?;‘!9’%& Chatham, ON =~ N7L 2E6.
The delegates of the church at advice from Classis in the Question he ammount of cotiibution per con-
Chatham check the credentials. Th ey re- Period ad Arl. 44 TRITHOSIL ¢ mm:tbui is §7.80 par yoar,
port that ail chusches are present and | 3. Rev. P. Aasmar, mzcssmnry minis- | & Re;:;}emi are h: a of classical ;’553
duly representad. ter to the church at Hamilion is fo the churches at *‘“‘f@“*ﬁf; W.?*:e;
Classis is constituted. The followi ing seated in an adv%sa?y capachy. - i;ffei}wicff,;;‘;‘frifon ‘;ﬂdq‘_’f *f"f‘f%
officers are appointed, Chairman: Rev. | 4. An appeal of a brother is deait with | 7+ '’ ??ff}”«f“?*’*ﬁ s 1o e;;’“‘ﬂ,‘fi‘ﬁne .
D.G.J. Agera; Vice-Chairman: Rev. J. in closed session. by iha church a Grand Hapids on
VanRietschoten; Clerk: Rev. R Aasman, | 5. At 12:30 we retire for ; gelicious Weadnesday, March &, 1289 at Uin-
The chairman recalls some svenis meal prepared ?J‘f J"?% Si gre of the coin. ;Zﬁmb&’j officers are, Qﬁai“
which have faken place in the churches church at Atterchiff 30 we re- man, Rey. C. Bosch; Vice-Chair-
of this ragion. The church at Hamifion is convena and smq u "’?G the Lord fg‘g*J; ev. B. Aasman; Clerk, Rev.
congratulated with the installation of the Psaim 6511, 2 16, Poren: ;,ggi‘“f‘i. A Bediod is |
Rev. C. Stam as their pastor and with | 6. The church at Blue Bell asks advice | 10+ Personal Question Period is held.
the ordination and instaliation of Rev. J. of Classis in a private matter. Ad- | 11 .‘;':‘3 ‘@j‘“mﬁ are ff“ad and adopied.
Kroeze as their second missionary. The vice is giver. The church at London E,% ress Release is read and ap-
Hev. B. Azsman, pastor of the church at requests pulpit supply once every | f‘iim*%d‘ rman recuests the sing
Ancaster, declined calls from the church- ihree weeks. Classis aranges for 3 ia. The ‘»"‘ﬂ“ma’z requests the singing
es al Chilliwack and Tasmania. The | supply orice a month forone year: of -Pealm-121:3, 4 and leads-in
church at London is remembered be- | 7. Report Ar. 20, Needy Students. | =~ Praver. -
cause of is need as vacant church. The The church at Chatham adminis- | 19~ Classisis closed.
chabrman recalls the passing away of the frales the Fund and reporis that a J. VAN RIETSCHOTERN,
Rev. A, B. Houkema and his ministry 1o student of the Theological College, Vice-chalmman pro tem
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By Aunt Belly

Hello Busy Besvers,

Do you have a big brother 1o help vou finish your model
car?

Or are YU the big sister who reads o a litlls brother or
sigler?

Do you have a little brother who LOVES 1o waich vou
piay with your raing {(cars), and then gets into them ialer by
rimselif?

What place do you have in your family?

Are you %he oldest?
the youngest?
the "monkey-in-the-middle"?
L"'; vou LIKE being the oldest? or the youngesi?
¢ you think maybe s best to be in the middie?
f 3@&% write and tell us abowt how you fest aboul YOUR
place in YOUR fandly.

The acidr

i

Aunt Betty

cio Premier Printing Lid
Ons Beghin Avenug
‘zivmr*upe:g Manicba R2J 3X8

FROM THE MAILBOX

é"m glag you had such a good holiday, &

o Schwdenberg. Have you had some snow 10 play

,,i in mw*’? Wmﬁ* was your favourite book, Jar s%’?
Will you write and tall us about #7

Jan

Hello, Steven Vandeueidr, i was g,aoss 10 hear from you
again. ¥o ou are a good puzzisr, '(ﬂep o the good work! Dig

vou have a good holiday, Staven?

Thank you for the puzzie, j’*&meﬁe Jansen You maﬁy
mean 1o %wﬁg:*a hoss Busy Beavars msv dort you? And | see
you ars g good puzzler yoursel, oo, ‘:@ﬂ{a you have a really
wonderful far zf;y day when you brother uw narried, Jeanngiie!

S

JC) your play hockey, 100, David D E?wﬁ Soc ermteg%ba%
sounds like fun. Bul 14 nead a little practice afisr the wintsr,

L,awm va about you? Wg te again soon. Bye for now,
avers, we nesd ancther pen pall Who wilt
changs letters withy

x-

Yvonneg Van Egmo:

4244197 A Slrest
Langley, BO  V3A 8W1

&R



Quiz Time !

SOLDIERS

Soldiers are often mentioned in the Bible. Match the solder with the right happening.

L NAMES
About 4 weeks ago we

got a dog. His name is Rafter. ook for by Busy Beaver Rosaleen Jager

He is a Great Dane. He is on- A little story letter Bill Amy

ly a pup but he is already big. from Busy Beaver John Lori-Ann

We have also got a cat. Nellie Bosveld Darryl Andrea

Rafter plays very rough with Fred Tanya

pussy. He likes to play but he Albert Kristy

is a bit big for our cat!
A'DK I QLI AO

t+———— U0 B R GCUOCF B o
Z EIl F F REDTZC
K TS L NI VYR
AJ T XL - Y TP
ERY BB AHA R
RKJ OHNUDNMH
DMS G X N OY E
NCWAMYD A F
AJ DARI RYLP
M GS NLTEV Z
Y L AL B ERT W
FAVOURITE CODE QUIZ

by Busy Beaver Anna DeVries

Busy Beaver Dennis VanOene likes to draw animals.
Maybe you can colour his pictures!

Ridd]le’ for Yoy!

from Busy Beavers Christina Bredenhof
and Sara Plantinga

. What does a calf become after it is one year old?
. Why do cows wear bells?

. What do you get when you cross aduck and a cow? 9 3 F
. What did the one candle say to the other candle?

What did the one firecracker say to the other firecracker?

AW =

Answers: I'm _Iooking forward to your letters, Busy_ Beaver§.

’ | think it will be lots of fun sharing your ideas with the oth-
s1ubuol 1no Buiob nok auy v Bye for now.
sieyoenb pue MIIN e Love to you all,
340M LUOP SUJOY JBUL 2 Aunt Betty
piosieadom] L
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With great joy and thankfulness to
the Lord we announce the birth of
our second child, a daughter

ERICA JANICE
Born December 6, 1988
A little sister for Robert

Proud parents:
Bob and Freda Jagt
(nee Buist)

953 Bonnieview Avenue
Burlington, ON L7T 1J6

With great joy and thankfulness fo
God, who again has blessed us
with a covenant child, we an-
nounce the birth of our second
daughter:

KRISTEN MARJORIE
Born December 15, 1988
A sister for Gail

John and Marg Schoon
(nee Vandenberg)

76 Tanager Square
Brampton, ON L6Z 1X2

With great thankfulness to the
Lord we announce the birth of our
first child, a daughter:

TASHA LORRAINE
Born December 6, 1988

Gordon and Ina Tams
{nee Bosscher)
5334-45th Avenue
Taber, AB TOK 2G0

Thankfully we received from our
covenant God a daughter and sister:

SHELLEY DOREEN
December 27, 1988

Gerry and Marry van Dijk
Tera, Linnet, Marla, Jolene

Box 823
Carman, MB ROG 0J0

With gratitude to the Lorp, whose
hand guides all things, we an-
nounce our engagement.
HELEN LINDE
and
MARK VANANDEL
December 31, 1988

RR 2
Canfield, ON NOA1CO

With thanks to the Lord, who
brought us together, we announce
our engagement.
HENRIETTE HUININK
and
JOHN HOFSINK
December 15, 1988

2388 St. Francis Drive
Burlington, ON L7P 1v4

With thankfulness to the Lorp
who has brought us together, we,

BERNADINE CASSANDRA

O give thanks to the God of heav-
en, for His steadfast love endures
forever. Psalm 136:26

With joy and thankfulness to our

Psalm 139:13-18

We thank our heavenly Father, the
Creator of life, for entrusting to our
care another one of His covenant
children. We joyfully announce the
birth of our son:

ANDRE MARCEL
December 15, 1988

A little brother for Shawn
and Daylinn

VAN OVERBEEKE
and
EDWARD WILLIAM TOGERETZ

wish fo announce our engagement
as of December 13, 1988.

John 15:9
53 Madison Avenue
Orangeville, ON L9W 1R9

heavenly Father who guides all things
and has brought us together, we:

JANET BLOEMENDAL
and
BERT VAN GOOLEN

are happy to announce our engage-
ment on December 27, 1988.

709-775 Steeles Avenue West
Willowdale, ON M2R 2S8

Henry-and-Valtodder
(nee Kleine-Deters)

3204 Pleasant Valley Road
Vernon, BC V1T 4L5

Romans 11:36

Thankful to the Lord, we like to tell
you that He entrusted into our care
a daughter:

JOCELYN GAIL

Harm and Magdalene Vanderlinde
(nee Nieuwlaat)

A sister for Karl, Tim, Calvin
and Maurice

December 30, 1988
4425 grams, 55 cm.

499 Bowman Road, RR 2
Abbotsford, BC V2S 4N2

1963 ~ December 21 ~ 1988

The children and grandchildren of
MIENEKE and FRED STOFFELS (nee TenHaaf)

are pleased to have celebrated their parents’ and grandpar-
ents' 25th Anniversary together as a family. We thank the
Lorp for allowing our parents these wonderful years together
and pray He will grant them many more.

Congratulations and lots of love.

Psalm 128

Thamesville, ON:  Jack and Marlene VanRootselaar

Justine, Jessie-Lyn

Burlington, ON:  Derek
Cynthia
Ancaster, ON: Denise

Burlington, ON:  Christy, Carol-Ann, Matthew, Stephanie

Home address:
4202 No. 1 Sideroad
Burlington, ON L7R 3X4
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Groningen Kerwood
1949 ~ February 15 ~ 1988

With thankfuiness to the Lorbp, who has kept them in His
care, we are happy to announce the 40th Wedding
Anniversary of our dear parents and grandparents:

GERRIT TAMMINGA
and
BOUWCHIENE TAMMINGA (nee Nijburg)

Genesis 24:58

Their thankful! children and grandchildren:

Kerwood: Talo and Dina Tamminga
Annette, Gerrit, Richard, ivan
Chatham: Ann and John Jongbloed
Bryan, Kerri, Michelle, Emily
Watford: Mary and Rick Lenting
Richard, Andrew, Jeffrey
Thamesville:  Janet and Robert VanderVeen
Kristen, Michael, Lisa
Watford: Grace and Jacob Lenting
Gerald, Robert, Carla,
Rebecca, Stephen, Natasha
Ancaster: George and Rolean Tamminga
Rachel, Bradley
Wyoming: William and Phyllis Tamminga
Joshua, Helena, Matthew
Smithville:  Fred and Jeanette Tamminga

In anticipation of a possible vacancy in our lower grades
in September, 1989,

EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL
of Chatham and district invites applications for a
GRADE 1-2 TEACHER
For more information please contact the principal,
Miss Betty Hart
¢/o Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School
485 McNaughton Avenue, East

Chatham, ON N7L 2H2
Phone: (519) 354-1142

Applications may be sent to the chairman of the educa-
tion committee,

Mrs. AE. Smid

Brianne
Watford: Benita and Peter Boerema
John
Kerwood:  Trudy Tamminga
Adrian Tamminga and Michele Bork
Geraldine Tamminga and Bert VanlLuik
Lucy Tamminga
RR3
Kerwood, ON NOM 2B0

Open House to be held, D.V., February 18, 1989,
1:30-4:00 p.m. in the Anglican Hall, Kerwood, Ontario

Box 148
Ridgetown, ON NOP 2C0
Phone: (519) 674-2356

The
CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL SOCIETY
of LONDON offers the challenging position of teacher for

Junior Grades

| believe the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.

The Lord took into His glory and relieved from all suffer-
ing my beloved husband and our caring father, grandfa-
ther and great-grandfather,

KORNELIS SIKKEMA

Born 5 June, 1910, died 4 January, 1989

Fergus, ON:  S. Sikkema (nee Kapinga)
Klaas and Ina Sikkema
Dietje and Marten Jansen
Henny and Gerry Broersma
Elora, ON:  Onno and Annette Sikkema

and 29 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild

235 Wellington Street
Fergus, ON  N1M 3E1

Dutiesio commence September 1989.

The school is located in a quiet rural-like setiing, yet of-
fers the convenience of a larger suburban area. The city
of London is an educational centre with both a university
and college, as well as a teachers college. Thig offers
an excellent resource 1o the teachers, and provides the
opportunity for continuing education. Medical facilities
are among the best,and housing costs would compars
favourably with larger centres.

Inguiries should be directed to:
K. Kort, Principal

Phone: (519) 681-1196 School
(519) 668-6616 Hesidence

Al applications shall be handied in sirictest confidence
and should be sent:

J.H. Harsevoort

Box 131

St. Mary's, ON  NOM 2V0
Phone: (518) 284-3150




The Board of the

ANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOLU

of Surs«“y BC invites amsasamm for the ps&aiiém of an
ELEMENTARY TEACHER
atthe

LEIAM OF ORANGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Duties start in September, 1989
inguiries:

AMr. A Nap
(604} 576-1488 ume‘
{604) 576-214 limh

Agoplications:
M A, Ludten
13417-588 Avenue
Sdrm', BC V3WOT4
(4) 591-9632

IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Winnipeg, Manitoba
requires a
GRADE 1-2 TEACHER

as of September 1889
Cur schoot has:

R [P AT ] o 3 £t oo od tal - -
ERTRITTY Lod RN E =% LV

# anenroliment of 85
¢ 7 fulltime siaff members

For more information,
principal:

we invite vou fo contact the

Mr. Arthur Kingma

Phone: (204} 861-8837 {school)
(204 222-01980 {ﬁ{}!‘ﬂfﬂ‘

Applications may be submitied to:
Education Commiitee

Immanue! Christian Schoot

215 Rougeau Avenue dedicate him/herself 1o giving leadership in Heformed
Winnipeg, MB. R2C328. . educati nd is committed W provide this for all God's |

1 g

man Reformed Schoo! Sogiety of
istrict Inc., invites applications ﬁ:n

TWO FULL-TIME TEACHERS

P

for the Emmanuel Christia

Prefe
one

1 High School,

rence will be g;vw w m@ e with specializ
or more of the following subjects:

wamn History
Drafting
English
Geography
Soience
hut other combinations may be arranged.

For further information or sending of applications con-

tact the principal:
Mr. L.P. Siulp
EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL

Fergus, ON NiM 2W5
Telephons: School (8191843~ 5‘%‘7@
Home (5?9;343 8372

ation in

The Board of the f‘anaﬂﬂrz
Ass ﬁamﬂ of &U?’f@‘j aﬁc
wositionof — :

Reijo

invites apl

rmed  School

)

PRINCIPAL

- its Credo Christian Elemertary School in Langley,
.. This school has been in operation since September
1986, boasis new facilities in a semirural selting, and
has a stafl of seven full-time teachers for its 138 pupilis.
During the past vear selective integration of aducably
handicapped siudents has been successiully combined
with the regular instruction and learning assistance

We are looking for a dynamic person who wishes o

The Board of Credo Chiristian High School invites ap-

Covenant children.
The duties for this position will commence
1/88.

September

plications for the

. -, Ear firrthar int e a cartzot th cHnG-
plications for an additional For further information please coniact the Acting
Principal:
TEACHEH ) _
Mr. H.E. Hoogstra
ce will be giv 1 o have an in- . e )
Prmemn vil be 0 applicants wio have an in cio Credo f"hrsi an Elementary School
arest and arperencaa 9 tabli ahnga music/band pro 21919-52 Avenue, AR 7
jmmmg, Teachers with an aptiude for French are also = A
¢ mmﬁy BC U 45
encouraged o apply. ' 3A 4R1 ‘
, . . ) Phone: (804) 534-1520 (ras.}
Forfutther ;rﬁmmaﬁso‘z“z, please call:
Mr. E. Vanderboom (principal) Applications, stating gqualifications and experience,
:;{mmi (6@ ;:.n 30-5385 should be direcied o the Secretary of the Board, and
home (604)534-8837 mmust be received by Friday, February 17, 1988,
Please send application o ) ] )
Please send application to /o Mr. B. Meerstra
Credo Cfn”:fjf(a"?f{l gh Shoot 18253-74 Avenue
Qq\) Eu‘( 345! ey 8{:« V::ES 4%:31
Langley, BG V3A 418 e
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With a view to adding Grade 10 to our present nine
grades in September 1989, the Canadian Reformed
School Society of Carman, Manitoba requires a:

MATH/SCIENCE TEACHER

For more information contact the principal:

Mr. 8. Nap
Phone (204)745-2278

or The Secretary of the School Board
Mr. A. Vanderveen
Box 1071
Carman, MB ROG 0J0
Phone (204)745-6617
or 745-6444

The John Calvin School of Smithville invites applications
for

TEACHERS

for the PRIMARY and JUNIOR grades.
Duties to begin September 1, 1989.

For information phone:
Mr. P.H. Torenvliet, principal
(416) 957-2188

Send applications to:
Mr. H.J. Homan
Secretary of the Education Committee
¢/o PO Box 280
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

Guido de Brés High Shool invites applications for full
and pari-time

TEACHERS

Specialization in the following subject areas would be
an asset:

Business and Accounting
French
Mathematics
Science

For inquiries, contact the principal:
School (416)383-6744
Home (416)648-8851

Send applications to the Education Committee in care of

Guido de Brés High School
PO Box 6247, Station F
Hamilton, ON L9C 5S3

TEACHING STAFF REQUIRED

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Edmonton,

operating Parkland Immanuel Christian Schoot, invites

applications for teaching positions in the:
JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH

Preference will be given fo persons with specialization
in English, Mathematics, Social Studies and French.

The successful candidate will:

1. be a confessing member of a Canadian Reformed or
sister church, and

2. have, or be able to obtain, an Alberta Teacher's
Certificate (B.Ed. or equivalent).

For further information and an application form, please
contact the principal:

Mr. R. Van Delft, Principal

Parkiand Immanuel Christian School

21304-35 Avenue NW, RR 5

Edmonton, AB T5P 4B7

Phone: (403) 444-6443 (school)

(403) 458-0433 (home)

The
TIMOTHY CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL SOCIETY,
HAMILTON, ONTARIO
invites applications for the position of:

PRIMARY TEACHER
and a
PART-TIME TEACHER

for the 1989-1990 school year.

For more information contact the principal:

Mr. H.Nobel

RR 1, Caledonia, ON NOA 1AQ
school: (416) 385-3953

home: (416) 692-5502

Applications to be addressed fo:

Education Committee
c/o G. Alkema

56 Atterno Drive
Hamilton, ON L9C 5S5

The Board of the Covenant Canadian Reformed School

of Neerlandia, AB;-invitesapplications for the position of
TEACHER

Specialization in the area of Language Aris is a definite
asset. Grade assignment will depend on the preference
of the applicant and next year's staffing.

Our school has a present enroliment of 82 students and
a staff of five teachers and one teacher's aid. Consider
the prospect of teaching at a school in a beautiful rural
setting and with a young and friendly staff. Added incen-
tives include attractive salaries, comprehensive fringe
benefits, and affordable housing.

For more information contact the principal:

Mr. J. Harthoorn
(403) 674-4774 (school)
(403) 674-6457 (home)

Applications may be sent to:

Mr. H. Wierenga, Education Committee
Box 67
Neerlandia, AB T0G 1RO
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The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of
Fergus/Guelph and District inc. invites applications for

2 TEACHERS FOR THE PRIMARY GRADES

School.

1988.

n the Maranatha Christian
Duties o commence September,
For information call the principsah:

Mr. A. Gunnink at (5193843-3028 (school)

G?’ a’[ (519)846-0423 (home)
ries or applications 1o the school's address:

Maranatha Christian School
RR3
Fergus, ON N1M2W4

Mail ing

Tired of high morigages, traffic jams,
and high siress life?

COME TO THE BEAUTIFUL
BULKLEY VALLEY

The Ebeneszer Canadian Heformed School of Smithers,
BC, will have a definite opening in the elementary divi-
sion, possibly o be combined with the vice-principal-
ship, and a possible opening in the high school division.

The successiul applicant for the elementary pﬂs;emﬁ has
teaching ex;:&narzre at the grade 5,6 level. If applying
for the vice-principalship, some 3dmmss%rattve experi-
ence and the ability to provide leadership to the elemen-
tary school teachers is considersd an asset,

The successiul applicant for the high school position is
qualified to teach Sociaf Studies o the Grades 7-12. In
addition, the ability to teach one of the following sub-
jects is considered a definite assal: English, Franch, Ar,

Business Education,
We ask:
- astrong commitment {o Covenant Education
g highrievet of professionat dedication
We offer:
- acompetitive wage package
- good facililies
- afavourable teacher/student ratio
- ateam approach
- arelaxed almesphere

Smithers offer

- aﬁofdab‘ e housing
- unparalleled opportunities for sutdoor recreation

- a community in which Christian values are not con-
sidered outlandish

1637

call the *}ur'*smz, Henk V-‘m
(604)847-58

For more information
Beelen, at (B04)847-3482 (school}, 0
{home).

A;:sp!:c@* ng ¢ mmd be directed o Andrew Barsndregt,
Secretary of the Board of the Canadian Reformed
School Association of Srnithers, BC, Box 3700, VOJ 2NG

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Abbotsford
operating the

JOHN CALVIN SCHO
in Yarrow, BO requires an

oL

ELEMENTARY TEACHER

for the 1985-1880 school year.
For information regaf
principal:

d%ﬂg this opening please contact the
Vir, H. DeRaad
Scmm (604) 823-6814
Hesidence {6804) 854-8134
Applications may be sent 10 the secretary:

Mr. A, Van Laar
800 Bowman Road, RR #2
Abbotsford, BC V28 4N2

Tha Board of the Ambassador Christian School at Wat-
ford, Ontario invites applications for

PRINCIPAL/TEACHER

Duties {o commence as soon as possible.

Applications may be sent to
- Mrs. Gertie Vaniuik
Secretary of the Educatio
210 Park Street
Strathroy, ON
N7G 3V9
Phone (519) 245-4881

on Commities

Flequired immediately:
RESPONSIBLE PLUMBER

Experience In residential work. Needed for busy
Southwestern Ontario plumbing company. Clwistian at-
rmosphers. Located within the London Canadian
Reformed Church and School area. Only licensed
plumbers need apply.

Send resumes 1o
Practical Plumbsing Company L.
RR3
Komoka, ON NOL 1RO

Forinformation cali {(519)471-8392
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AVAILABLE FOR YOUR

CONVENIENCE
Certificate Attestation
of for
Baptism Married Members
Attestation for Baptismal
Single Members ~ Attestations

PREMIER PRINTING LTD.
One Beghin Avenue
Winnipeg, MB  R2J 3X5
Phone (204) 663-3000




