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introduction

Pantecost s known as the great feast of the Spirit. On Pen-
tecost, the promises of the Oid Testament, of John the Baptist,
and of Jesus Christ were fulfilied. The Spiritwas poured outon
the church. The descoription of this sventin Acts 2 s wall-known
i all of us. Butls the maaning of Pentecost clear to ali? Cape-
cially in & time when Pentecostal groups and movements raise
up new ideas and siir up doubt in the minds of even Refoimed
neople, itwill be a good thing to take a closer lnck atthe svenis
of Perntecost.

Spirit and Word

One thing that quickly becomes clear as we read through
Agts 2is that there is a very ¢iose connection between the Spint
and the Word. Peniecost is about fiery tongues; it i3 about
;»mphecy, it iz about & sermon. In short, Pentecost is the feast
of the Word. Driven by the Pentecostal Spirit of power, Peter
begins to preamf A in the course of the sermon, he makss
the s?amrg point that from now, on, all God's people will be
prophets!

Sowe see that the Spirit who comes o the churgh on Pen-
tacost is the Spirit of the Word, And that shouldn’t surprise any-
onet The Spint had abways been tied up with the Word, When
men of the old dispensation came under the influence of the
Spirit, they invariably began 1o speak. As Uavid siates in 2
Samuel 23:2, The Spirit of the Lord speaks by me, Hisword is
upon my tongue. Whenever atrue prephet said, Thus says the

Qfd, this was a sure indication that the Spirit of God was at work.
Through the prophet came the call to repentance and faith, and
also the pronouncement of judgment. in this way, the mind of
God was disclosed to His peopla.

The Man of the Soirlt

The Old Testament prophels realized thal thelr possession
of the Spirt was inadequate and incomplete. They awaited some-
thing greater, namely, the Age of Messiah. Messiah would be,
above all, the man of the Bpiril. Isaiah speaks of the shoot from
the stump of Jesse, and ,;rﬁ:::ia ims of Him that the Bpirit of the
LORD shal rest upon Him, the %;}:m of wisdom and undersiand-
ing, the Spirk of counsel and might, the Soirit of knowledge and
e foar of the LORD (11:2). And in chapier 81, lsalah prophesies
that the Spirit of the LORD wilt be upon Mmmah n grder that
He may preach good iidénga, and prociaim liberty and the vear
of the Lord's favour {(vs. 1,2

Weusiah comes. And i m Qr{fi@f s fulfil His Messianic task,
He receives the Holy Spiritwithout measure. At the baptism of
e Lmr’ Jesus, Jonhn the Baptist is witness fo the Spirit's descent
upon Him in the form of a dove. The meaning is clear: Jesus
iz anointed for His task. Now His ministry must Degin. And that
sty is vm;;m% Jesus must declare the will i God i :;" ael.
He must preach the E‘m&.ﬁm of the Kingdom. He is, infact, nothing
legs than the Word! In Him, the world meets the ullim ate rev-
siation of God. The only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,
He has made Him known émhﬂ 118y, What would the world
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know of God without Christ? Nothing would remain but the vanity
of the human imagination,

Jesus came 10 preach. E ’ewmmg that He heard from the
Father, He mads known to His disciples (John 18:15). He whom
God has 3%%2 writes John, ufters the words of God, for itis not
by measure that He gives the Bpirit {John 3343,

Christ was thus our Chief Prophet. Every word He uttersd
had # *m power and ingvitability of the Prophet. Because they
ware from the Spirlt, His words were for salvation and destruction.

s Simeon had said in the temple: Behold, this child is st f@-.
the fall and rising of many in jerael (Luke 2,3@ His Word would
bring both bieaqirzg and curse. It would ift up ihz’-:« humble and
destroy the proud. Therewas grace in the message of the King-
dom, but alss judgment. The manner inwhich pe@pereﬁﬁmﬁe@
to the Word of the Kingdom would have repercussions for all
aternity.

As itwas, the majority of the covenant people rejected the
Word, Andwhatis more, t a@y kifled the prophet. For fhﬁy ki}‘\!w
the darkness more than the | xg%%s The Word was too painful; it
called them to repent, and this the masses would not do. So
the Word was suppressed. Because of His Word, the Prophet
was killed. The world could not bear His message

The Church and the Spirit

But already before His exodus, the Lord had given comfort
to His dascapé%g ftwas true that He wouid leave them. But He
would not leave them as orphans In the world, without any hope
or gcomfort, In fact, His dsr-g:zart rre would be advantageous for
the ﬂ!ﬂ:zp;eb, because it would mean the coming of the Soiritd
That was 10 be their comfort and hope and strength. The Spirit
would come to the m&m es and give 1o them prophetic knowi-
gdge. As Jesus said He will teach you ali things, and bring to
your remembrance all that | 5?3.\:@ said to you. %ﬁfﬂcf‘ the 8;3*:5
comas, He will guide y{ru into all the truth; for He will not speak
on His own authority, butwhaéewr He hears He will spaak, and
He will declare to you the things that are 1o come, | . . He will
taie what is Mine and declare it unio vou {John 14:28; 18:13-
18).

Jesus goes as He must— m His death, and then 1o the Fa-
ther, but His Word will remain, T will aven increass.

To m ::i%sssaies will come ingight into the person and work
of Chrigt, Things which before their Mastec’s death and resur-
rection \@y could not bear will now e revealsd 1o them by the
Spirit{cf. John 16112}, They will be able 1o speak authoritatively
abas,ltha Christ, So ?hﬂy will become witnesses to Him., As apds
tles, their Spirit-breathed words will be the foundation of the
Church (Eph. 2220, Rev, 21114},

In accordance with the inslru
Agis 1:8), the disciples waited iy

he Spirit of power, “mea; had th
20 hw:th@ywau%d not b@ absle to
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The 3} wait for ten m“:iuy;«. The Lord desires 1o teach them 49
gepend on Him and to realize thatwithout Him, tey can do noth-



ing. While they wait, the congregation of Christ (about 120 per-
sons) gathers together each day to pray. She awaits the good
pleasure of the Lord. One can only guess what their expectations
might have been. How would the Lord return? What would be
the manner of His coming in the Spirit?

The Signs of Pentecost

Finally, it happens. On the day of Pentecost, fifty days after
Passover, the disciples are gathered together in one place. And
suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there
appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on
each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance (Acts 2:2-4).

The disciples understand what is happening. The Lord has
returned in the Spirit! Heaven has come to earth. The powers
of the age to come have broken into the present age (cf. Heb.
6:5). The disciples realize that this event cannot be explained
in a naturalistic manner. It is from above. The Lord has broken
into human history. The last days of the world have started —
the age of the Spirit! God makes Himself evident in a new and
remarkable fashion. '

“ The signs of Acts 2 have not been
repeated. We hear no sound and see
no flame. But one sign of the Spirit’'s

presence remains forever — the
prophetic confession of Christ as only
Saviour and only Lord.”

There is a sound like the rush of a mighty wind. Spirit and
wind are inextricably bound as metaphor and reality. Like the wind,
the Spirit has compelling power. He is untameable and untrace-
able. No one can master Him. He comes and goes as He wills.
He is sovereign. Like the wind, He can both refresh and destroy.
And there are tongues of fire. Like wind, fire has a twofold as-
sociation in our minds. It can warm us; it can also scorch and
destroy us. So the Spirit comes into the world as fire. He is the
fire of God’s love, but also brings the fire of judgment.

Christ’s Rule by the Spirit of Prophecy

The signs demonstrate that the Spirit of the glorified Christ
has come into the world! The Saviour of the world, the man Jesus
Christ, has been accepted into heaven. God has received Him
into glory. Jesus, the Son of David sits on His holy throne. The
Lamb has become the Lion of Judah. From now on the Spirit
will be at the service of the man Jesus Christ, for the exercise
and completion of His rule.

Christ takes up His rule. Because of this fact, the Last Days
have begun. But how will Christ exercise His rule? How will He
bring in His Kingdom? The answer is: through the Spirit of
prophecy, through the Spirit who always binds Himself to the
Word. Christ reigns through the Spirit of prophecy poured out
on His church. Christ pours out His Spirit upon His church, upon
His representatives, who must continue His work in the world.
From now on, the community of those who believe in Jesus
Christ will be full of the Holy Spirit, so that they will be able to
live in communion with Christ and do His work in the world via
their prophetic office.

Pentecost begins with wonderful signs. But it continues in

a starkly “normal” manner. The signs are spectacular. But they
require an explanation. And that explanation comes by means
of Peter’s sermon. it seems so calm and quiet. Peter’s sermon
is just a patchwork of quotations from the old prophets, inter-
spersed with some explanation. And yet, in that sermon, all the
power of the Spirit is unleashed. Peter’s tongue becomes a sa-
cred tool in the hands of the Spirit. Peter fulfills his prophetic
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office, and through that simple sermon, the world is brought a
step closer {0 ;hw end of history.

Yes, Peler’s wcwﬂs are g rushing wind and a buming fire
He speaks as one baptized in the Spirit. With incredible ir ig’;i\
He begins to g:kfm,‘}am Christ to the Jewish people — gathered
from ail nations in Jerusalem. He shows them the meanin
the suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesu
Nazareth. Before Pentecost, Peter could never have preached
such a sermon. Just ten days ago, before the Lord ascended
into heaven, the @:%SQ les wers still hoping for the restoration
of the Kingdom io israel {Acis 1 63‘ For the most part, they were
still ignorant. But now @ﬁ% has been granted prophetic insight
through the Spirit. The Spirit gives him knowledge and ins gﬁ
into the mystery of Christ and enables Him to speak with passion
and conviction about Jesus as Lord.

Ardd now, just as the Lord Himself was a power for the r's’ g
and falling of many in Israsl, s0 the preaching of Peter and of
the church will be for the rising dﬂﬁ faliing of many in all the world.
The power that comes info the ¢ f’m*ab is a dangerous g;u:;wer
The prophetic ministry of the church bwg% both death and life,
grace and judgment. When the Spirit is loose in the world, one
has to be careful. The Spirit transforms all di w;}m irto bearers
ard proclaimers of the Word. And what people do with that Word
has eternal consequences. For in accepting <‘ ”méecﬁng the
Word, they accept or reject the Kingship of Chr
All are Prophets

Pentecost s the feast of the Spirit. So we are led to believe.
But actually itis Jesus Christwho is in conirol on Pentecost day:
He has poured out this which you see and hear (Acts 2:33). The
‘ham Jesus wants 1o continue His work in and through the church.

Through the Sg%ér' {, the church is always pointed to Jesus Christ,
‘fha.-; Sp rit's work is like a spotlight pointi ﬂg to and emphasizing
Christ. He leads us 10 be Christ-centered. And through the Spirit,
the church is enabled to speak about the Christ. When explaining
the events of Pentecost day, Peter does not ;zma h abﬁiﬂ the
Spirit, but about the Christ, the Saviour of the world. The signs
of Acts 2 have not been repeated. We hear no sound and see
no flame. But one sign of the Spirit’s presence remains forever
—the prophetic confession of Christ as only Saviour and only
Lord.

The New Testament church is composed of prophets and
prophetesses. And we a‘@n‘z mean this in a “Peniecostal” sense
- gg if all have direct revelation from heaven, whether in
fongues, dreams, or wm«:ﬁa of prophecy. Direct revelation ba&
ceased. We have a closed canon. Allwe have to do is mainia
the sound pattern of words once for all delivered to the 3&%(3{:»
via the New Testament prophets and aposties. The pretensions
of latter-day “Pentecostals” is simply a denial of the great Sola
Seriptura of the Church (f. Art. 7 of the Belgic Confession).

Despite out ”%‘f&uﬁﬁg suchclaims to tongues and propheg
we also mustinsisi on a prophetic church, For this isthe “}@Mge:
of Peter. He quotes Joel 1o the effect that in the last days, God
will pour out His Spirit upon ali flesh, with the result that every
member of the covenant community will be propheticaily en-
dowad. *Pentecostals” cannot claim this text for their purposes,
since the kind of “prophecy” they claim is not uni iversall Paul
cleared up that %ﬁ?&,&mﬁ’“iv‘:ﬁ misunderstanding a long time ago when
he asked: Are gl prophets? The obvious answer was “by no
means” i“é Cor. 12:29).

r,a Peter does not mean that th e ;..;;:mz; will
direct :”em,, mﬁs to all persons, as He did to all true prophets
in the old dispensation. Bul Peter aza% méar that every person
who mg':vﬁzm*:s and believes and is ingrafted into the New Israel
the m sreh -—will have the kind of mwfiem;;é and insight e"*'ze:sr
istic of prophecy. Such believers see and experience the
ings which prophets longed 10 see.
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The prophets “searched and inguired” about the salvation
tha “nm the posse :ss;s-nrzxz of the church. They inquired about
the person or ime indicated by the Spirit, In .a:;:;ﬂ*mmb the new
covenant community has no need to Qe&r oh and inguire. The
person is Christ, and the time is mww 1 Peter 1:10-12). The
mystery of God's redemption is no ”m»sf a mystery. All belisvers
know about it. All may ”t"iu{;!‘&aﬁ(} It has been declared to them.
They are witnesses to the full grace of God in Jesus. Th ,ey have
seen the powers of the age to come irruptinto the pres s The
iﬁl’%ﬁ‘wi@ﬁ&, of the folk of the Old Testament was obscure and
waak nm‘ﬂmr son to what the church msy Now posse: &:E Then
there was a vell; now there is the pure, burning light of Christ,
For this reason, the least in the Kingdom of God is greater than
the greatest of the prophets — John the %:mg?ﬁ’ {Mt. 11011},

i"hmugn he Spirit of prophecy, the Lord Jesus Christis pow-
erfully present in the world, Peter preaches a prophetic message
of grace and warning. He prociaims to the Jews that because
they have rejected and crucified the Messiah, 54 idgment is hang-
ing over their heads. The axe is already raised. But there is one
way 1o escape: and it shall be that whoever calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved. There is yet opportunity for repentance.
Repentand be baptlized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. And again he says: Save yourselves from
this crocked generation (Acts 2:21,28 40).

Peter’s sermon is met with aporopriate trembling: fear came
upon every scul {vs. 43). The ;:zzsamg}ieﬂ understood from Peter’s
sermon that the coming of the Spirit was a terrifying reality.
Thraugh the Spirit not only grace, but also judgment would come.
Through the Spirit, the world would be thrown into ug.s neaval.
The Spirit would bring crisis after crisis. When the Spirit of
prophecy addresses th e world, everybody and everything is tak-
en up in a mighty rush to the end. The Word of the Spiritis a
Word which will lead 1o bloodshed, fire, and vapour of sr"‘izké
(vs. 19). Things may have seemed rather quiet on Pentecost,
butthrough the pr&aﬂhsna of Peter and sub@ﬂqwmﬁy of the whole
church, the world would be driven into iis ﬂ!éﬂ‘f;’ last phase to
be concluded in the Judgment and Restoration.

We who believe have been baptized inio the church. That
means that as our inheritance we possess the Spirit of prophecy.
We understand my:;zer‘ es. We know the Christ. We can confess

Him. As the New Israel, we declare the wonderful f;@edg of God
who called us out of darkness into His marvelous lig ight (cf. 1 Peter
2:8). We live in the Spirit-baptized body of Christ. The baptism
of the Spirit is not for JN? select ones who have demons trated
their worthiness of this hs:} er state (as “Pentecostals” teach).
tis for all the sons and daughters of the memt,

We live in the Last Days. The fmzy thing left in the drama
of God s redemption is the drawing of the cm,am These are
exciting dag:,«, These are dangerous dﬁyq We must ourselves
respond 1o the us gz@ x;:}rﬂsg hing of the prophetically gifted
church. And then we must be faithful in our own office — as
prophets and pro ;}%‘amegs% We must confess, declare, make
manit eat, bear witness, and testi ?y The houris late. We canbe
sure that we will be mocked for t m prophetic activity, reviled
on agcount of the name of Jesus, hated because we don't have
the mind of the world but of U*M But we can bce sure that
through our prophetic ministry, whether in the office of all be-
i'ﬁw , Or as ministers, missionaries, an s;mwcﬁrag@es;«ii the King-
uwn of God does come. As the S Spirit compels us ever and again

with holy | zﬂv"@ o lift up the Name which is above every Name,
we are constantly the co-workers of Jesus Christ, our Chief
Wf:a;:z?m wi m comes acmw» w judge the living and the dead.
Those who receive the Gospel will be saved. T’mﬁwwmmaﬁ&
ith.hﬁ Lﬁm@m.m:i That i gﬁ"a rs,;}h@*zu,, message of the church
of Pentecost.
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FROM THE SCRIPTURES

By J. De Jong

“But there are many other things which Jesus did; were every one of themn to be written,

| suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be writter.”

John 21:25

The Word of Glory

The gospel according to John differs markedly
from the other three gospels. As some put it, the ap-
proach of John's gospel is more theological. One
might say that it is more structured and shows a def-
inite purpose and composition. The gospel revolves
around seven signs which climax in the resurrection
of Christ. There is a definite order and structure to
the various accounts and speeches. They are all
meant to build up in concentric layers towards the
revelation of Christ in His glory as He appeared on the
morning of the resurrection.

This makes one wonder about the last verse of this
book. After a majestic beginning and such a tri-
umphant climax, does this not seem to be somewhat
of a lame ending? He employs a figure of speech
known as hyperbole, in which matters are exaggerat-
ed in order to make a point more effective. In the hy-
perbole John uses a word which recurs at other
places in the gospel, a word which only adds to the
exaggeration. In effect, he says that the ccomos itself
could not contain all the books that would be written
were all the deeds of Jesus enumerated one by one.
This term cosmos includes the whole known universe,
and one might counter that this is somewhat over-
stated, considering that Jesus lived on earth a rela-
tively short time and that His public ministry lasted
no more than three years.

However, the choice of this word is deliberate and
behind it we see a deeper truth reflected. Calvin cor-
rectly notes that the evangelist meant to point out
that the majesty of Christ swallows up not just our
thoughts but heaven and earth itself. This majesty
gave a miraculous display of its own splendor in the
words of the Lord. And the brightness of this splendor
overreaches the splendor and majesty of creation it-
self. Creation is geared to redemption, and yet it is far
surpassed by redemption.

This is John's meaning in stating that the world it-
self could not contain the books giving an exact ac-
count of all the words and works of the Lord Jesus.
The form of the words in the original indicate that all
these works were still fresh in his memory. He was
the disciple whom Jesus loves, and he saw all these
works from close by. But they can only truly be seen
in faith, 20:30,31. Faith stamps all these works as
one united tapestry of redemption for the church; ahd
this is a redemption so great and glorious it outstrips
the walls of the whole universe!

Here John qualifies all the words the Spirit gives
us about Jesus. We already have many words, but
there could have been many more. But we do not

need to search for the historical Jesus and uncover
every one of His actions. In what is written we have all
we need for our salvation. For all the words are really
nothing but words of the one Word — the Word that
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace and
truth, 1:18. All the words find majesty and glory in
the one Word, the Word that was with God and was
God.

John also makes clear that the glory of the Word
at the end of His work is greater than the glory at the
beginning. Redemption is more than creation! As we
have them, the creation accounts are tendentious,
anticipating and reaching ahead to the work of re-
demption. But as God’s counsel is realized, the will-
ingness of the Son to offer Himself for us becomes
clearer, and He is more highly exalted than ever be-
fore.

Another point stands out in this conclusion of the
evangelist: the end of his gospel fits perfectly with the
beginning. In fact, with this ending it becomes a per-
fect whole, in which the end ties up perfectly with the
beginning. For the beginning of the gospel introduces
the Word. But the end of the gospel shows that all its
words testify to the greater glory of the Word by whom
all things were made. For surpassing the glory man-
ifested in His cooperating work in creation is the glory
manifested in His work of redemption. He was willing
to redeem the cosmos which was made through Him.
So the greater glory of the Word is revealed!

Therefore this book can end with the resurrection
of Christ, and the commissioning of the apostles at
this time. The resurrection already shows enough
glory to prove the victory of the Word, and His preem-
inence in and beyond all creation. It proves that the
divine intrusion of the Son in the world surpasses the
glory of the beginning. The resurrection of the Son
from the dead manifests a glory greater than the di-
vine majesty which shines forth in all creation.

We recall that these things can only be seen in
Jfaith. John himself says that what was written was
written solely for the purpose that we might believe in
the Son, and believing might have life in His name.
those who believe may be assured of the revelation of
great glory at the last day. In the end we will see the
Word, full of grace and truth, and we, too, will behold
His glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father. Then
we will also see the truth of the beginning: the Word
was with God and the Word was God. For God is the
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, and all
the world will show His glory.
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REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

By G.Ph. van Popla

There is a large gap in the material
found in Clarion.

if one looks through several issues of
this magazine, he will find “Our Little Mag-
azing” for the Busy Beavers in the church-
es; “Ray of Sunshine” meant to stimulate
us in our priestly care and concern for one
another; “Patrimony Profile” for those in-
terested in Church History; as well as var-
ious reports and articles, efc., for the “more
mature” audience. In other words, he will
find many excellent columns and articles.

And yet, there is a gap.

The gap exists about halfway between
the Busy Beavers and the “more mature”
audience. There is nothing which appears
on a regular basis for the teenaged mem-
bership of the churches. Clariondescribes
itself as “The Canadian Reformed Mag-
azine.” Since it does so, it would be good
if the magazine were also fo address di-
rectly the young people of the churches.

Avery brief survey has revealed to me
that few young pecple pick up and page
through Clarion. Some of those | polled
looked at me as if | had just been beamed
in from another planet. The Rev. R.
Schouten of Calgary and | would like to at-
ternpt changing this.

QOur unabashed goal is fo get the youth
of the churches accustomed to picking up
Ciarionand beginning to read the various
articles which are so instructional for the
faith and life of all Reformed people, and
further o encourage them to read other
books and magazines (e.g., In Holy Array)
so that they might grow in faith and knowi-
adge. And so, with the blessing of the ed-
itor, we propose to begin a new columnin
the pages of this magazine which we will
direct specifically at the teenaged mem-
bership of the churches.

The ultimate goal is, of course, to help
our young brothers and sisters remember
their Creator in the days of their youth.
Those words, “Remember your Creator,”
which also serve as the title of this column,
come from Ecclesiastes 12:1. In this part
of Ecclesiastes, the Preacher addresses
very specifically the young people within
the covenant community.

He encourages you fo think about your
Creator when you are young. Because if
you don’t think much about the Lord in the
days of your youth, you are not going 1o
think about Him at all when you are old.
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Filling the gap

If you don't begin looking to the Lord when
you are young, you are not going to begin
doing so when the evil days come. f you
have never learned to depend upon the
Lord in your adolescent and teenage
years, you are not going to start leaning
on Him when you start io experience the
pains of old age and sickness. If you do
not make the response of faith and love
before the days of old age come along, you
probably never will.

There are exceptions. There are cases
where people who never had the time of
day for God when they were young have
turned to Him in the final days of their lives.
Sure enough. But | think that I'm right when
| say that such examples are few and that
the general rule as | have described it in
the previous paragraph almost always ap-
plies.

The author of Ecclesiastes portrays
the sympioms of old age in very graphic
language: Your arms begin to tremble.
Your legs begin to shake. In the prime of
life you could run a 5-minute mile. Now
shuffling a few metres requires a real effort.
Teeth fall out. Eyes grow dim. Cataracts
make a bright day seem cloudy. Hearing
fades. You're always cupping your hand
behind your “good” ear and saying, “Par-
donme.” You feel lonely and isolated in a
large group of talking and laughing people
because you can no longer follow the con-
versation. Sleepless nights. Roaming the
house at 3 a.m., warming up some milkin
the microwave, hoping it will soothe you
and help you sleep for a couple of hours.
Your children who live in ancther part of
the province ask you, “Why don't you ever
come for a few days like you used 107"
They don't realize that travelling by train
has become a fearful experience.
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The joy of life ends in the indignity of
the nursing home listening to a rcommate
scream at some vague ancient memory
... or was that you? And soon the silver
cord which helds all of life together snaps.
The body goes into the ground and the
spirit goes to God who gave if.

Perhaps you have a grandparent who
is suffering from Parkinson’s disease or
has had a stroke or is dying of cancer. You
visit them and you leave wondering how
they can handle it. How can granddad
smile when his arms are shaking so badly
that he can’t even hold his own teacup?
How can grandma’s eves radiate such
peace and happiness when that third
stroke has robbed her of her ability to
speak?

Do you know how? Because granddad
and grandma have thought about their
Creator since the days of their youth. And
now that they are old and even forgetful,
there’s one thing they never forget, and
that is that their Creator will never forget
them. That gives them peace during their
last difficult days.

You are young. You are full of optimism
and exuberance. Righifully so! But please
realize that the days described above are
just around the corner. Ask granddad
where the past fifty years have gone!
Please realize that if you wait until the days
of frailty to start thinking about your Cre-
ator, it will be too late. Remember your
Creator in the days of your youth. And
when the difficult days come then they
might still be difficult, but you will have
come to them out of a lifetime of knowing
where to go and to whom to turn; your Cre-
ator.

P.S. Rev. Schouten and { will welcome
any questions you might have on a certain
topic. We do not claim any special com-
petency; however, we will try to answer
them by searching the Scriptures and
praying for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Please address any mail to:

Rev. R.A. Schouten
4423 Marlborough Drive N.E.
Calgary, AB T2A 275

or:

Rev. G.FPh. van Popta
1023 Dynes Rd. -
Ottawa, ON K2C 0H2
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NEWS MEDLEY

By W.W.J. VanOene

Everyone will agree that it is proper to begin this column with
offering our heartfelt congratulations to one of our co-editors,
Dr. J. De Jong, on the occasion of his recent promotion to The-
ologiae Doctor. He wrote a thesis of almost three hundred pages
and, although | haven’t had an opportunity to read much of i,
what | did read has whetted my appetite. The meditations which
our co-editor wrote in our magazine were and are always sur-
prising in that they contain thoughts and open views which are
new. May it be given to our brother to serve for along, long time
in the capacity of professor of Diaconiology and Ecclesiology
at our Theological Seminary to the benefit of the churches which
he and we all love. )

A more capable person than | am will pay attention to his
thesis in our magazine as well, | am sure. | just want to relate
a few of the little theses which, as is customary in the Nether-
lands, are added, sometimes with tongue-in-cheek.

To start with the last one: “The word of an ancient-Egyptian
copyist ‘Write nothing with your hand except that with which you
will be happy in the resurrection’ is to be borne in mind well es-
pecially by theologians.” How about that !

| recall that Dr. De Jong was not too happy with the words
in Hymn 36 “Praise the Holy Spirit.” When we were busy with
the composition of the Hymn section of our Book of Praise, he
wanted us to change this. | see that he has not changed his mind
about it when reading thesis No 18 : “The expression ‘Praise
the Spirit’ without a clear trinitarian context is a liturgical expres-
sion which is alien to the liturgy of the Reformation as well as
to that of the ancient church.”

The last one which | am going to quote here is No 19 : “It
is not to be recommended that the minister is the owner of the
parsonage.”

We could, of course, debate the question whether, when a
minister owns his own home, this could be called “owning the
parsonage.” A house owned by the “parson” is not necessarily
a “parsonage.” Having his own home would make things a lot
easier when he retires or is appointed as professor at our Sem-
inary, for that matter; on the other hand, for the church itis better
when the church owns the parsonage and lets the ministerial
family live in it. Rise or fall of house prices would then have no
effect whatsoever on the church.

However, it was not my plan to enter into a discussion of
these little theses at this moment. The last-quoted one gives
me a bridge to reach Chatham where, “after discussion it was
decided to take off the budget for 1990 the item of $ 5,000.00
re: relocation minister at retirement, because financially itis not
possible yet. Important repairs to the church building have to
be done first.” It is gratifying to note that the consistories do pay
attention to this matter.

, Less enthusiastic | am about “a letter received from a mem-

ber of the congregation objecting to recent decision by the con-
sistory that work of Home Mission is an ecclesiastical matter.
A reply will be sent.”

Itis possible that | misunderstand this information and that
the member meant to object to a declaration that home mission
is a consistory matter. As it reads here, however, it is totally in-
comprehensible to me how someone can state that bringing the
Gospel to those in our own neighbourhood and vicinity is not
an ecclesiastical matter. Who gives one the right to make the
distinction that it is the task of the church to have the Gospel
preached to heathen far away but that it is not the task of the
church to have it done in our own country to those round about
us? No such right exists.
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“Tapes of sermons will be available to all members,”
Chatham wrote. “Brother A. will begin to set up a library and
will be in charge of distribution. A special cabinet will be built
by brother B. at no cost. This way members will be able to take
taped sermons along on vacations or even on long distance trav-
el.” In case they want to keep a tape, the members will have
to pay $ 5.00 per cassette.

And finally: Chatham was scheduled to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the church there on May 4th.

In Fergus, too, the taping of sermons had the attention. “A
request from the Home Mission Committee re: taping of sermons
delivered by guest ministers, with the minister's permission. The
request is granted, the consistory will decide which minister is
to be selected.” With reference the the above-quoted iast litile
thesis of our brother De Jong | would advise my colleagues not
to say anything from the pulpit for which they cannot be grateful
in the day of the resurrection! No one should refuse to have a
sermon taped. If anyone would not want to have certain words
or passages recorded, he should not say them at all from the
pulpit.

Coming back to what we started with, Burlington South re-
ported : “We can also pass on o you that our minister made a
most successful defense of his dissertation and was able to an-
swer all questions confidentially and well.”

There is another point for which [ am very thankful. Rev. Mul-
der mentioned it in his remarks. According 1o his report, Dr. J.
van Bruggen “said that the College in Hamilton, because of the
language, is more suitable to receive and instruct students from
other countries than Kampen.” Rev. Mulder added the wish “that
many of those students may find their way to Hamilton!”

llike these sounds from Kampen better than what | noticed
inan article about contacts which the brothers in the Netherlands
have with the Reformed Church in the U.S.A., in which “Hamilton”
was not even mentioned but where apparently only one pos-
sibility was seen for students coming from these churches : have
them come to “Kampen.”

Burlington East passed on that “The Building Committee re-
ports that the fire is now considered to be related to arson. Fur-
ther, no news yet on the plans as it relates to obtaining permits
to build.” In the meantime a settlement has been reached with
the insurance company. The total amountis $ 1,015,000.00. The
same consistory received a “letter from ‘Rehoboth’ Church
proposing to set up a training for past, present, and future office-
bearers. A fri-lateral committee from the Burlington churches
will be formed to discuss this proposal and come with recom-
mendations.”

The plans for another institution in the Lincoln area are still
very much alive. “Through means of this bulletin we wish to keep
the congregation informed as well as we can with respect o the
latest proceedings in connection with the possible institution of
a new sister church. Presently the Committee is awaiting ap-
proval for facilities that may become available. The answer is
expected some time in March. Just because nothing substantial
has been published thus far, this does not imply that there is
no activity. The Committee is encouraged by the response of
the brothers and sisters since the beginning of their work. In the
near future, the Lord willing, the Committee will call on the broth-
ers and sisters concerned and decide on matters pertinent to
institution. The preparatory work is essential since it too must
serve to further the cause of becoming a new church of our Lord
and thereby promote the Kingdom of our God.”

In connection with this we make a big jump to the Fraser



Valley where at the Abbotsford consistory meeting “it was de-
cided to contact the church at Langley in regards to future de-
velopments in the Clearbrook-Aldergrove area.” In the meantime
there was also a proposal to increase the number of elders.

Jumping back, we land in Toronto. The consistory there re-

‘ceived “a letter regarding adding new Hymns to our Book of
Praise. The consistory discussed the possibility of forming a com-
mittee to look into the matter. A final decision was not made yet.”

It is prudent when a consistory considers the possibility of
forming a committee to prepare a solid answer to a request. It
is my sincere hope and expectation, however, that the answer
which will be prepared is a sound, loud, and well-founded “NO.”
When we composed the present Hymn Section of our Book of
Praise the fear was expressed that the present number would
be just a start and that soon enough efforts would be seen to
increase it. These Hymns were not added because we wanted
something else beside the Psalms, but because we desired to
be able to sing of the fulfilment of the Old Testament promises
in New Testament language. There was not the slightest desire
to have non-inspired songs which express personal feelings,
are based on personal experiences and are “poems” rather than
rhymings of various parts of Scripture. Care was taken that “sub-
jective elements” such as constitute the bulk of poems found
by the gross were excluded. The Apostles’ Creed was taken
as guide and the various songs which were deemed suitable
were arranged accordingly. .

There is no major event in the life of our Saviour and the
course of salvation about which we cannot sing in fulfilment with
the use of our Hymn Section. We can sing of His birth as an
historical fact, of His completed sufferings, of His resurrection,
of His ascension and sitting in glory as well as of His appearing
on the clouds in majesty and splendour, expressing our hope
and expectation as New Testament church.

| do not hesitate to state that any effort to add to what we
have cannot bring any substantial and needed element which
is supposedly still lacking in our ability to sing of the great facts
of salvation in fulfilment. Thus every effort to add to what we
have could mean only a weakening of our present “confessional
singing” and would constitute a serious threat to the purity of
contents.

In this connection we mention that in some bulletins mention
is made of “a new tune for Hymn 1A,” and one bulletin evenre-
ferred to it as “a replacement of present 1A?” Don’t try to caich
up with your fantasy, brothers. As far as | know this new tune,
if found acceptable, which is not certain by any means, will def-
initely not be a replacement of Hymn 1A, but will be known as
Hymn 1C.

| have tried this “1C” several times, but find it flat, without
enthusiasm such as one might expect when “singing out” one’s
faith. | sadly miss the triumphant ring with “Our Lord,” as well
as the equally triumphant ring of “and the life everlasting. Amen.”
which 1A displays so vividly. According to me 1C peters out.
However, | am no musical expert and would love to hear a dis-
cussion by our experts, a discussion which is not influenced or
dominated by emotional elements but determined by musical
arguments.

There is one point that | do like to touch upon. The argument
has been used that we should prefer the work of a brother over
and above that of one who is not one. This argument would cut
ice only if, all things being equal, we did not have a tune yetand
had to choose between two. Here the situation is different: we
have one and have had it for more than twenty years. If it were
unsuitable and if this were demonstrated on good and solid
grounds instead of on flimsy assumptions, it should be remédved.
But the alleged unsuitability has never been demonstrated. Then
the argument of “prefer the work of a brother” is totally irrelevant.
And no one should try surreptitiously to remove it by speaking

of “a replacement of 1A” or “a new tune for Hymn 1A.” This is
not how things are to be done in the church of Christ.

Back to Toronto.

“A request was made to our church to sponsor three Hun-
garian refugees from Holland. After ample discussion itwas de-
cided to pass this request on to the church in Lower Sackville,
since one or more members there are of Hungarian origin.” A
wise decision in my opinion. Besides, it may help the brotherhood
in Lower Sackville in their efforts to increase the membership.

Our trip brings us to Ottawa. The figures change every time,
but the latest bulletin which | received recorded that some $
6,300.00 has been received from outside the congregation, while
more than $ 18,000 was brought together by Ottawa’s own mem-
bers. In the meantime the brothers are in the process of setting
up a bank account in the Netherlands, as they have directed
their appeal to the brotherhood in that country as well.

Going south again, we stop over in Orangeville. The con-
sistory decided “that the direct involvement of the congregation
with the Apostles’ Creed will be intensified. From now on the
Apostles’ Creed will be sung every other week.”

The question whether it is wise o have two brothers or a
father and son or two brothers-in-law serve at the same time
as office-bearers has been discussed at more than one con-
sistory. In some instances it was almost unavoidable as there
was not a sufficient number of brothers available for the various
offices. Times have changed somewhat as far as this is con-
cerned; besides, it is not by far so in each and every case that
these two brothers or brothers-in-law agree in everything and
form sort of a united front, so to speak. Yet it was oftentimes
decided that two “blood brothers” could not serve at the same
time. And if it was not an express decision, it frequently was con-
sidered to be an unwritten rule.

Rev. den Hollander paid aftention to this pointin The Sheep-
fold. “In the past when the congregations were still small and
consisted of few families this policy was adopted in quite a few
congregations. This was done not for principial reasons but for
practical considerations.... However, now that councils have
grown considerably and congregations too, this ‘unwritten rule’
is not as pressing any longer.... For indeed, the requirements
for office as expressed in 1 Tim.3 and Titus 1 focus on entirely
different standards than blood relationship. And a good coop-
eration of ‘brothers among brothers’ depends more on the spir-
itual unity of faith than on the identity of name.”

Our last stop in the East is Watford. What we mention con-
cerns the school society. Our readers know that Watford had
to close its school for lack of availability of staff. New ways are
being sought apparently, witness “a letter from the London
School Board was received and read. They acknowledged our
visit to their meeting and our concerns and request for physical
movement of the school in our direction in the future to accom-
modate the Watford Society.”

Calgary is the only church in the Alberta/Manitoba region
about which we are to mention something. The news is of a
pleasant nature, and we wished we could say something similar
about all the churches. Calgary has seen a “favourable cash-
flow.” They did pay back part of the loan received from the Dea-
conal fund and are going to pay the restin June. “Donations to

»* the building Fund as of Jan.1,1990, will be used again to increase

the fund and not any longer to bring down the loan on the par-
sonage.” And “as a result of the decisions mentioned in the above
Short Report, the Church will be debt-free by the end of the year.”
Congratulations!

As our readers can know, the church at Vernon rents a real
church building for their services and other activities. They used
the facilities of the Vernon Funeral Home for a number of years
and this was a very suitable arrangement, although they are hap-
py with what they had to exchange it for. Now “a letter was re-
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ceived from the Vernon Funeral Home wishing us well in our
next stage of development now that we have outgrown their fa-
cilities, A Thank You letter will be sent expressing our appre-
ciation for their help, as well as a ioken of appreciation on behalf
of the congregation.”

Abbotsford was mentioned above in connection with a pos-
sible development in the Clearbrook/Aldergrove area. | hope
that this development takes shape fast so that the following will
prove to have been a waste of time. “Balcony: the Committes
of Administration is instructed to acquire estimates of what is
necessary in complete the balcony in conformance (conformity?
YO) with the building codes.” .

We are more in agreement with the following : “The organisis
will be remunerated (compensated or reimbursed? VO)} for music
materials acquired.”

Modem technology and its products are not always a reason
for joy and satisfaction. Rev. G.H.Visscher recently was a listener
instead of a preacher and wrote about some experiences.

“It struck me as | sat in the pew recently how many of these
things (digital watches,VO) go off during the service. | consider
this quite rude and inappropriate. If you cannot turn such mech-
anism off, then please leave it at home. Ministers don’t need
stopwaiches to tell them when the hour is over, nor do we need
to remind all the others around us that it is. Let us remember
that we are in worship. That applies also o the second concern.
It appears that many consider the time when the offerings are
taken as an ‘intermission’ wherein we can have quite a conver-
sation with those around us. Again, let us remember we are in
aworship service, in the presence of the Lord, and let us there-
fore behave in a fitting manner.”

Mission Newswill contain the information,too, we presume,
but still it should be mentioned here as well, that in Smithers
there was a proposal by the Home Mission Committee to “pur-
chase or lease a piece of properly in Fort Babine.” This proposal
is being looked into by the consistory and attests to the progress
of the work which is being done among the native population
of that region. ‘

During his latest “tour of duty” at our Seminary, Rev. Berends
made a video of some of the work which is being done there.
He was going to show it before some who might be interested
init. And who would not be!

It seems that there was quite some stir in Smithers when
someone who was not a member of the congregation and did
not answer the questions at the baptism of his child, yet held
the baby while the baby was receiving the sacrament. It seems
that some were of the opinion that this was impermissible.

| do not know what the arguments were pro and con, but
confine myself io the more "technical” question whether anything
unlawful took place when the non-member held the baby during
baptism. Also during my active ministry it did happen more than
onge, and | have never heard that anyone came with serious
objections to it. Thers were questions alright, and some referred
to the old text of the Church Order where it said that the fathers
shall present their child for baptism. Some misunderstood this
as meaning that holding a baby while it was receiving the sacra-
ment is the same as presenting a child for baptism. “How can
someone who is not & member present his child for baptism?
it was asked.

Let us not confuse matiers. Only one who is a communicant
member can present a child for baptism. Only a communicant
member can enter into the stipulations, answer the questions
and take the obligations upon himself or herself. But it is basically
irrelevant who holds the baby. Take an extreme case: a minister
who baptizes his own child while the mother cannot be present.
Assume that the man has only one arm. He needs it for admin-
istering the sacrament. Then anyone, relative or nurse or who-
ever is present may hold the baby and it does not make one
bit of difference. This example is not as strange or unrealistic
as some might think, _

Holding a child during baptism is not the same as "presenting
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one’s child for baptism.” The old provision was directed against
the practice that witnesses or “godparenis” came instead of the
father.

Whenever it happened that a parent who was not a member
came and held the baby during baptism, | was always glad that
he did, for he heard the Word of God and also withessed the
baptism of his child, something which can never be forgotten.

However, let’s not make an article out of it.

A few particulars from Australia.

In Bylord “The proposal to sing Hymn 1A at the next Lord's
Supper Celebration and reevaluate it, if so required, is carried.”

Bedfordale is waiting for the arrival of the van Delden family
and now that the moment is coming closer, the longing increases.
A tew more months, the Lord willing, and they'll be there.

In the Bedfordale portion of the District Bulletin we find,
among other things, the following lines. “As you will have noticed
- and there have been questions about it in the past — there
have been differences in the way the salutation and benediction
texts are read in the church services. The Orders of Worship
in the Book of Praise prescribe what texts are 1o be used.”

There is a slight misunderstanding here. Things may be a
little different in Ausitralia, although we are not aware of any dif-
ference in this respect, but we do not have a prescribed Order
of Worship. What we find in our Book of Praise is not prescriptive
but descriptive: what is described there is not how it should be
done but how it is usually being done. No general synod of ours
has ever adopted and made compulsory any Order of Worship,
nor would a general synod have the right to do so. When the
text for the Book of Praise was prepared, care was taken to show
the descriptive character. On page 581 we read : “The following
are the orders of worship in common use.” No consistory is
bound by any of these Orders or by the text of saluiation or bene-
diction described therein.

This newsmedley has become quite lengthy, mainly because
of the points on which some elaboration appeared necessary.
it does not hurt if | add a few more lines.

These lines concern terms used among us. Sometimes |
think, “Why do you mention it? People don'tlisten anyway.” But
then my hopes are revived and | do it again.

When we are using strange terms, we should use them cor-
rectly. | read about the heart trouble of a brother that there was
“fibulation.” | did not know what a bone in the lower leg has to
do with heart trouble, but admittedly | don't know everything.
Atone time or another | did read about “fillibration,” but this may
have been wrong as well. B

When shall we reach the stage at which everyone ceases
using the wrong terminology in connection with broader assem-
blies? Time and again | still read that “classis meets,” or hear
brothers speak of a “classis meeting.” Broader assemblies do
not meet, for the umptieth time, but they are held, have sessions,
are convened, are postponed and disappear into the hoary past.
It is incorrect fo write that “classis (or regional synod, for that
matter) will meet June 15th.” A classis will be held on that date.
And if no classis is held, it is not the *meeting of classis” that
is postponed, but classis itself is cancelled for that date.

May | conclude with some (correct) sentences from the Ot-
tawa bulletin?

“On behalf of the church at Burlington West (the convening
church for the next classis) the consistory announces that the
next classis has been convened for....”

“This week Friday, brother A. and { will, the Lord willing, be
attending a Classis Ontario North in Burlington.”

“Recently elder A. and | attended a quarterly meeting of the
twelve churches in Classis Ontario North.”

itis not so much the terminology in itself which is imporiant,
but the concept which is behind it.

Having occupied your attention long enough, 1 sign off.

Affectionately,
' VO



RESS REVIEW

£

By C. Van Dam

During a conference held 21 and 22
March 1980 in Crete, Hinois, two groups
concermed with the direction -:;! the Chris-
#an Feformed Church (CRC) bave agreed
0 work together “lor the ongoing work of
reformation and rengwal in the denoming-
tion” under the name Christian Reformed
Alliance” (Christian Renewal, 8 Aol 1880},

The wo origingl groups inguestion are
the five-year-old Consistorial Conference
based in finols and the fledgling Christian
Reformed Alliance, formed in southern
Oritario. Both the Consistorial Canference
ard the Chrigtian Reformed Allance had
heen council-based organizations, butup
to row they had been kepl apart dustoa
perceived difference in emphasis. The thir-
ty church councils that were represented
atihe recent linois meeting decided that
they should work as a united effort under
the name Christian Raformed Alliance
{CRA). An additional thirty chure hes have
expressed an interast in the conference.

The nature and authorlly of the
SRA
Singe the CRA is notan ecclesiastica)
assembly and "since original authority re-
sides in the council, just what was the
place of the Al liance? Whers would it fit
in?" { Christian Renewal, 8 Aprit 1980).
The {ollowing decision was unani-
mously adopted,
“The nature of the authorty of the CRA
is advisory, to encourages and support
individual member counciis.” This rec-
smmendation was adopted with the
following wo grounds:
1. The Christian Reformed Alliancs
has no ecclesiastical authonity.
2. The adoped Constiution of the
Christian Reformed Alllangs desoribes
the tmits of the Allance’s authorily...
A second recommendation as;ia;:m
spened and limiled membership in the
CRA to councils that are in mmpa&tw
agresmert with the Congtitution of the
Alllance. {Christian Renawal, At 9,
1980}
The Constitution
The Constitution of the GHA g8 report-
figs

ag in the Christian Renewal of ﬁmw @,
1990 reads 5 follows:

Furpose of the Alfiance

The Christian Reformed Alligncg s an
aszociation of Christian Reformed
gouncils whi are united in an eflort i
give effactive testimony W God's ruth
within the Christian Reformed Church
in Morth Amerlc, and thereby o maln-
tain and promote the denomination’s
Reformed Christian herftage and iis
corfesgional naturs. indoing so the al-
liance intends 1o abide by all the pro
visions and obligations of the Church
Orrder of the Christian Reformed
Church in so far as i reflects he Sorip-

wras and our historical Reformed Con-
feasions (1958).

Bazic Contessional Bialements

In light of God’s infallible and inerrant
Word as .nmpra*@d by the Three
Forms of Unity, we confess and da-
clare as an alliance of Christian Re-
formed Councils:

1. Thatwe sincerely helieve that ail the
articles and points of doctrine set forth
in the Belgic Confession, the Heidel-
berg Catechism, and the Canons of
Dort fully agree with the Word of God.
2. Thatwe promise 1 teach these dog-
‘Er nes diﬁgemi}g to defend them faith-

fully, and not to contradiot them, pub-
ficly or privately, directly or indirectly,
in Wﬁaah'nq learhing, or writing.

3. That we pledge not only fo reject sl
srrorg that corflict with these doctrines,
bt also o refule them, and 1o do av-
orything we can o keep the Thurch
frae from error (Cf . Form of Subscrip-
tiorg.

4. Thatwe belisve L gt Christhas con-
ferred on those who govern the
churches the autharity 1o establish ap-
proprigte means o guard against de-
viating from what He has ordained for
us, and “sowe as:ima only of thal which
fands to nourish and Dreserve ¢ ancord
and unity, and u:aic sep ail men in obe-

sience fo God’ {Eeig:c Contession, Ar
ticle 321,

B, That we belleve thal 8l ecclesiaz-
tical amhmé*g rasides in Christ the
Head of His Church, and that He con-
fers His authority ypon the loeal
church, thus making the authoritly of

sach councl mazra:ﬁs among the felic
ship ufvm ches {Church Order, ;‘@r{fa
27y *Hemﬁ:}m ine decisions of the Al
liance shall notbe binding on a mem-
ber church untll approved subseguent-
ly o s council,

Oiher decisions

Because of a number of overiures
frem church-counclt mambers, delegates
voted io appoint commitiees in sdusation
and missions. The sducation commilies
raceived as mandats towork on catechet-
ical materigls. This commities was also in-
siructed o pursue waye 1o a‘é@&‘;?} in g;em*

igting materials of high quality, and iden
fify needs and commission the writing Qf
new material where necessany”

With respect 10 missions, an averture
WS receiver (0 prepars a comprehensive
study to determine whether member
churches of the Conference should spon-
sor thelr own joint mission work, “The CRA
aﬁepi ¢ the recommendation of the ad-

visory commities which suggested that ths
CRA should begin by formulaiing 'a prin-
cipial statement conceming a Reformed
approach to missions.” Any other action
was wdged to be premature at this tme”
Wms&an Henewal, 9 April 1920},

T other commitices were appointad;
one 1o provide clear Biblical grounds
in support of headship In light of the
waakness of the lgtest report on ﬂeac—
ship which the Bynod of 1880 will he
considering: and, ancther commities
m prapaye “a Statement of Posi tion,”

aclear, concise statement of faith,

*z} pei% out what CRA members are

coneerned about, what they mean to

consarve, and what it meanstobe a

Retormed Christian. (Christian Re-

newal, Aprit 8, 1580)

”’ﬁe next meeting of the CRA is planned
or Marah or April, 1981 in Palla, lowa.

Is forming an afllance Reformed?

& concern raised at the Conference
was whether the Alliance was nemamg
the diraction of “a church within g church”
similar 10 the Gersformeerds Bong (the
Hefar mM Aiiza%éﬁb in the Hervormde
Kark. Such concems had also been voiced
i (Z‘?i?rigf;;?z.: Henewai of March 19, 1980,
o Rev. D, Wynia,



At issue here is the apparent commit-
ment to remain within the CRC. About the
earlier Consistorial Committee, the Rev.
D. Wynia had stated that it

stresses its commitment, which ap-

pears unconditional, to working within

the CRC. | think that is a foolish com-
mitment. Not because | do notrespect

a sense of loyalty. | honestly do re-

spect and appreciate it. But from a

purely factical point of view, itis some-

thing like a business man agreeing to
honor the terms of contract no matier

what the other party does. From a

practical point of view, | doubt that it

will accomplish any real reformation.

From a principial point of view, which

is more significant, itis a commitment

which binds the alliance to remain
joined to the CRC no matter what sort
of apostasy develops. (Christian Re-

newal, March 18, 1990)

It is difficult for an outsider to adequately
weigh how this concern was addressed
and apparenily satisfied with the adoption
of the constitution of the CRA (see Chris-

tian Henewal, @ April 1980}, The following
part of this document is intriguing. *. . . the
Alliance intends to abide by all the provi-
sions and obligations of the Church Order
of the Christian Reformed Church in so far
as it reflects the Scriptures and our histor-
ical Reformed Confessions (1959)" (my
emphasis). What exactly does this mean?
Does this indicate that Councils associated
with the CRA will simply ignore what it con-
siders unscriptural (e.g., quotas for causes
it cannot support) and for the rest remain
within the CRC? Or could this stipulation
indicate more drastic action? Also, does
the fact that the Alliance intends to abide
by the Church Order notin effect make the
Alliance of concerned councils like a major
assembly within the CRC?

Furthermore, under point § of the Con-
stitution we read that “the decisions of the
Adliance shall not be binding on a member
church until approved subsequently by its
council.” Does this not suggest thata con-
cerned church has the decisions of two
major assemblies to consider, — the reg-
ular ecclesiastical ones and those of the

COLLEGE CORNER

CRA? Does this not in effect mean a
church {federation) within a church (fed-
eration)? Does this not promote divided
loyalties? First loyalty to the CRA and in
the second place to the CRC?

The situation that the concermed CRC
members find themselves in is difficult.
Rev. Wynia however did raise some points
that cannot be overlooked when he asked:

What sort of unity are you working for?

A purely ecclesiastical unity? Or a bib-

lical, ecclesiastical unity in the truth,

in the Spirit? Why are we so afraid to
talk about leaving? If we are right in
what we say, if the denomination is
moving in a disobedient way, are we
guilty of schism? Is the faithful partner
guilty of infidelity when her spouse
commits adultery, and refuses to re-
pent? If we have no true unity with
much of the denomination, while we
have tar greater unity with other Re-
formed federations of churches, why
would we remain in the CRC? (Chris-
tian Renewal, March 19, 1990)

By C. Van Dam

A new doctor of theology

Friday, March the 23rd, was a festive
day in Kampen, the Netherlands. This was
the day that Rev. J. De Jong of Burlington
South publicly defended his dissertation
and received the degree of Dactor of The-
ology at the Theological University of our
sister churches in the Netherlands.

As the proceedings got underway, the
Lemkerzaal in Kampen was filled with
guests, among whom were many Cana-
dians. Dr. De Jong's study, entitied Accom-
modatio Dei: A Theme in K. Schilder’s

Theology of Revelation, provoked many

questions which made for a lively defense.
The topic is a difficult one. How does God

put “His revelation in human words in order |

to make it accessible to human hearts”
{p.10}7 In general De Jong followed the
thinking of Schilder, although not without
some criticism. A future issue of Clarion
will carry a review of this dissertation.
Among the questions raised, mention
can be made of the following, by way of
illustration. Dr. C. Trimp doubted whether
one could make a dualism between the
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Prof. J. Kamphuis presents the official degree to Dr. J. De Jong

speaking of a dogmatician and that of a
preacher. De Jong agreed, butinsisted that
one should distinguish between the two

since their tasks differ. Dr. Veling asked
how the concept of accommodation can
be employed in our use of Scripture. I,
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sripure for example, speaks of God's re-
pentance, thenwhat f—‘m}‘w goest
man” way of speaking mean? De Jong
replied that he wishes to avoid a dichotomy
be"fweu‘s what “actually” happened and
“‘s opomornhic” way of c{x%kw@ We
st distinguish but not separate. Thuswe
ﬁeem;{: our insight into the history of rev-
elation. As can already be clear from these
questions, this is an intricate dogmatic
area of study. This study will stimulate fur-
ther reflection and debats.

As is customary with every disseriation
defended in the Netherlands, ceriain th
ses (both related or unrelated 1o the di
seriation) were appended. These canalso
be questioned. Drs. G. Kwalkke! thus chai-
lenged the statement that B. Holwerda's
ranslation of Deuteronomy §:4 should be
rejected. was interesting o note that one
of the theses posited the undasirability of
a minister's owning the parsonage.

When the defence was over at the pre-
arrangw ime, the Senate exited and after
shori deliberation returmed o announc
that the dociorate would be granied to Rev.
De Jong. The faculty advisor (“promotor™,
Prof. J. Kamphuisg, who conferred the de-
gree, noted that this joyiul day of March
23, has been a day full of struggle and dif-
ficulty in the past. This was the date in
1944 that Dr. K. Schilder was suspended
as Professor from this institution of mghor
learning. This was also the dats in 1952

Lt K
his “hu-
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RESS RELEASE

Dr. De Jong between &
Korean ‘paranyrmphs”

European and

hat the Lord end

ad Dr. Schilder's life on
msg garth and 50 ».enwsj s&agkwr Bt
now the 23rd of March is a day of joy and

ha congratulated Dr. De Jong and hi e:wa
ae well as the parents {in law), both those
present and those unable to aftend. Pr cff
Kamphuis also expressed the %;u% ora
good continuation of the work of De Jon W
and also of the cooperalion betwoen
Hamilten and Kampen.

The rector, Dr.J. a@@ ﬁmg@@rs «;&SQ of-
fered his congratu he
ternational overiones a‘a‘ i% m:af
Korean and a European had assist
Jong as “p&rang@*few” f'*f«*m’mm i sup-
porters ofthe one ﬁ@iﬂnﬁmg ihe disseria-
tion who stand at the front with him).
Futhermore, continuing the infernational
thame, the (ﬁmﬁwﬁiiﬁ‘ﬁ would make more
of Schilder’s thinking accessible to the En-
{; lish- s;:s%a ing world, Also the presence

of many Canadians was noted, wim Spe-
i.aai mention being made of Rev. J. Mulder
of Burlington West and the representative
of the Theological GCollage.
ltwas good {o be a wilness of this joy-
ful wﬂr‘siwh chis of such great imporiance
f T ouU 7%16@%’ College. We wish Dy,
J g the continued blessing of the
L %rd a i&wxﬁer‘ he starts his difficult, but
beautiful work as professor of Diaconiciogy
and ‘_ccie&swiegy at the school of the
churches for the fraining of ministers of the
Word.

atio

Prass Release of C

The chairman of the consistory of the
convening church at Houston opens the
meeting with the sin (:' ing of Psalm 1:1,2.
He reads 1 Peter 511 ci and leads in
prayer.

The credentials are examined and arg
found fo be in good order. Two churches

submif instructions. Classis is constituted.
The suggested officers are appointed:
Rev. M. VanderWel (chairman), Rev. A,
van Delden {vice-chairman), and Rev.
W.E. Stomp iwm«} The agenda is adopt-
ad.

A letter is received from a Drother of
the church at Lynden regarding some
siatements in cur confessions conceming
the place of the law for the Christian. Clas-
sis decides that the consistory of the
church at Lynden has in no way wronged
him in their response to him.

A financial statement is given by the

Classis Pacific, Aprit 3, ‘Q%ﬁ hald

in Langley, BC

classical freasurer for the Needy Church
Fund and ?;h i} s;m; Fund. The treasurar
is thanked for his work.

The church at Housion reg.}cmss that
thelr inspection of the classical archives
finds them in good order.

The Committee for Financiatl Ald o
Students for the Ministry presents i report
f@ %hr» ma%i’m ﬁtéa si‘faz zfz(;« @ S i%*at the

7 ’mm a,'ifi“{ mmm ar ‘r:»r the p :zm:i of
. B0-Aug.’

Clas 5%&& nm closed session. The
chairman asks whether there is any matter
in which the consistories need the judg-
ment and help of Classis for the proper
qo e ﬁm&c‘m m mm M\f rh M'yéaua
linary mat-

zui:ﬁd ] wrra%m 9?‘@* the church-
avw the advice to proceed with dis-

<

& next classis is 1o be convenad by
the chureh at Langley. A tertative date is
setfor June 5, and an aliernate dale is set
forQot 2, "‘E’he suggested moderamen are
Rev. W.B. Slomp {chairman), Rev. M.H.
van Luik { wm-m:asmm}s and Hev. G.H.
Visscher (clerk).

The church at Port Kells requests
%a sis o grant Pia, «Maa preaching ar
angements for one Sunday per month,

sz:a_. they request Classis 10 appoint Rev.
J. Moesker 1o serve as their counselior.
Both r@qm%&:m are granted.

“Person x&ue@wzz Period” is used.
Acts ars read and adopied. Press re-
s approved. The chalrman reguests
es%mg ing of Hymn 46:1,2, and cloges the
meating with Qf:ﬁ‘«hd

On hmmf f’:ﬁ‘ S5iS,
{vi «;amm

™

Z’zﬁ
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By TM.P VanderVen

Yoluntsers
Various school magazines recognized
the invaluable work of the many voluntesrs
inwolved in the smooth and successhul op-
eration of our schools. Increasingly, the
use of parent volurisers in our schools is
urderstood as much more than a cheap
way of getling around a perceived teacher
shortage! Indeed, s an excellentway in
which parenis (and for that matier also oth-
ers, e.q., grandparents, aunts and uncles,
other adults) can become actively involved
in the school education of the children. In
this way the bond between home and
school is strengthenad. ltceriainly also wil
raise the level of appreciation for the work
of the teachers in the school.
A pareni-helper programme, what is
it and how does it work? At Parkland im-
manueal the Education Committee pro-
posed such a programme
..inan efion o provide assistance
for these teachers so that they could
findd more time for individual attention
for the studenis. This “remediation”
may consist of helping a student caich
up if he or she has fallen behind oras
is usually the case, helping those stu-
dents who have more difficulty in
grasping the concepts Deing taught.
The parent helper is under direct in-
siruction of the teacher and is to assist
the teacher so that attention can be
given to all stiudants. The teacheristhe
trained professional. Through class-
room work and evaluations the teach-
er trins to perceive and understand the
neads of the students and 1o halp
where possible, The teacherwill direct
and instruct the parent helper ag 10
their role in this educating process.
Sometimes the parent helper may su-
pervise the class while a teacherisre-
teaching alesson or concept o anoth-
er group of students. Other times the
parent helper may take a small group
1o ancther room and listen to them
reading aloud, for example. Whalever
tha task, the aim of the program is o
raliove the teacher somewhat so that
more atiention can be given 1o those
students who naed it most....
in the meantime, many aschool alse has

B )

Hodiain

ladies (although not directly involved with
he instruction in the school} teithfully raise
money for the many "extras” neaded inthe

school, Some sni
ifiary update...

A mothers with ohiidren in

school, have been put on thelr list. This
will give everyone a turn o help out
about once & vear. .

.. The schoo! Christimas musical
wil be held on December...

A roller skating parly has been
organized for January.... This is intend-
ed to be some holiday family fun and
fellowship and is no? a fund raiging
eveni..

Lnce again, we are going o ask
for some unused items that you may
have sitting around the houss. if any-
one has some large pans which they
no longer use, maybe you would like
to donate them to the school kiichen....

JAnd there are a few more gar-
bage ltems of yours that we would re-
ally like to have....

Once again our potiuck dinner
Wwas a greatl success....

Ag you can see, our efforis in the
past month were certainly not without
reward. Now may these rewards be
used to improve our school and make
it & better place for learning. Our
school is there 10 help us parenis wilh
the taghk of bringing up our children and
prepare them for the Lord's service.
May all our endeavours be crowned
by the Lord's blessing!

Certainly, a thank-you fo all these sisters
for their efforts is not out of arder. We read
this in another school magazine:

Many thanks 1w all the voluntears
who spend so much time helping out
at the school. Whether it be in the i
brary, helping out in the noon hour craft
projecis, yping up reports, serving on
commitiees, classroom mothers, {and
i should add here parent halpers], driv-
ing the students on field irips and last
but not least, the work the XYZ Ladiss
do, our school benefis in so many dit-
ferent ways from this voluniser in-
volvement, it is very beneficial for our
children and tleachas them tha impor-
tanee of giving of one’s self.

Student behaviour: positive and
nagative teadback

Student behaviour remaing g maijor
zoncern of teachers and parants, ofien
causing arsiety and frustration, However,
appropriate behaviour does not seem o
coms by iself. At imes measures have io

| be taken to improve an undesirable situ-



ation. With gratitude, a principal comment-
ed that such measures indeed had suc-
Cess:

The staff has noticed a general im-
provement in the behaviour of the
“downstairs” students. Of course,
these students still pull pranks and try
to get away with a variety of misde-
meanours, but the vocabulary and the
attitude has definitely improved. We
are thankful that we can mention this
and want to show our appreciation to
parents and students for this. | hope
that this change was not just asimple
result of a “cracking down”, but a
change which showed the students’
understanding of their poor attitude
and lack of good school spirit. Stu-
dents as well as teachers must build
one another up, strengthening one an-
other o perform our tasks well. That
is real Christian school spirit!!

At times warnings seem to have little ef-
fect. Measures had to be taken not justin
an attempt to improve a bad situation, but
in order to prevent a bad situation from get-
ting worse. From one school magazine |
ake the following paragraph:

Some parents wondered why our
traditional coffee social after the con-
cert has apparently fallen by the way-
side. Unforiunately we had to discon-
tinue this custom because some
children will not listen. They have been
told on numerous occasions that they
are not to run around the annex, not
to fly in and out the door, etc. Sad to
say, once the concert is over some
children seem to think that school rules
no longer apply. Because of the con-
fusion and the mess created by these
children we felt compelled to end an
otherwise pleasant tradition. i simply
wasn't fair to leave the mess for the
Ladies Auxiliary and the janitor.

ltis indeed a pity that this needs to be writ-
ten; the frustration of the teachers is ob-
vious.

However, not all is as gloomy as this.
Comments about the behaviour and atti-
tudles of our students received from “out-
siders” are often quite favourable. Another
principal wrote:

itis a fact that we are very much
pre-occupied with comparing our
school with others. More often than not
it is the “negative” that draws our al-
tention. ltis then heart-warming to re-
ceive letiers like the one below. From
this letter it would appear that compar-
isons made by people who are ina po-
sifion to compare and who do not have
axes fo grind, place us in a favourable
light. Perhaps if we actively and re-
peatedly consider how [...] richly we
have been blessed....

Just a paragraph or two from that letter,

ciples of Reformed education. The prin-

written by a visiting consuliant practical
arts:

I had the pleasure of meeting with
the visiting students to XYZ school’s
industrial Arts on Tuesday, February
6. | was most impressed with their
manner and deportment. They were
truly excellent ambassadors of your
school and | hope you'll pass on my
admiration to them.

| watched as they came into the
labs and went straight to work logging
their plans in their books. They were
attentive to their instructor's remarks
and very respectful. | was most im-
pressed by the way they prepared
themselves to work in the lab....

There is indeed reason for concern, yet
also for gratitude! Let parents and schools,
yes the whole church community work to-
gether in a truly cooperative fashion {o pro-
vide an education for our children which
is pleasing to the LORD, bringing them up
in the discipline and instruction (KJV: nur-
ture and admonition) of the LORD
(Eph.6:4).

ldentity

The identity of our schools continues
to receive atiention — and rightly so. itis
one thing to have a Reformed school, but
it is quite another to ensure that the school
remains Reformed. That requires the full
attention of the staff, the board and the par-
ents. It is good to notice that this work is
taken seriously: several schools around
the country have a study project of one sort
or another 1o help each other in the proper
understanding and application of the prin-

cipal of Credo Chr. Elementary School,

Langley, BC, wrote a series of articles on
the philosophy of education. He concluded
the instalment he wrote for the February
issue of Credo’s BRANCHES as follows:

We believe that, in North America,
public education rather than Jesus
Christis confessed to be man's salva-
tion. Therefore, man does not have the
key to knowledge any more and feels
lost. The public school has become an
instrument to satisfy everyone. Stu-
dents cannot be encouraged to em-
brace any particular perspective which
will give meaning 1o their lives because
that goes against the grain of neutral-
ity. This has given rise o the ‘uncom-
mitied generation’. Since this unbelief
expresses a total spiritual vision, it
deeply affects and distorts the direction
of education. We believe that educa-
tion is never ‘neutral’ but that it is an
obedient or disobedient response to
the Lord.

f underscore the last sentence: Reformed
education is a matter of cbedience to the
LORD!

This work is not merely a local matter.

From the magazine of the Immanue! Chris-
tian School, Winnipeg, MB, we learn about
arange of activities and initiatives to further
support and enrich Reformed education
across the nation.

The Canadian Reformed Schools
across the provinces aim at working
together; however, working together
can be very difficult. During the last
years various efforts have been made
in order to keep our schools unified.
We have borrowed and shared cur-
riculum materials. A commitiee of
teachers in Ontario get together every
summer {o produce new curriculum
materials and resources for the
schools. The Teachers’ College has a
library which is becoming a resource
centre for many of our schools, espe-
cially for those in Ontario. A Canadian
Reformed Teachers’ Magazine is pub-
lished six times per year. Schools have
also sought more unity in regards to
readdressing more fundarmental ques-
tions like: What is REFORMED edu-
cation? What are our relationships with
governments? What about the devel-
opment of the Teachers’ College?
These and other questions will be ad-
dressed at a first national Principals’
Conference to be held this fall. Hope-
fully, all the schools will be represent-
ed, and hopefully, a closer bond
among schools can be developed.

A national Principals’ Conference! We'll ry
o keep you informed. In the meantime,
what about a similar conference for school
board members (and others) to advance
the cause of Reformed education across
the nation?
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OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betty

Hello Busy Beavers,

Do you have a favourite baby picture of yourself?

Does your Mom say, “Oh, you were such a sweetie!” every
time you look at it?

Just for fun get out your family picture album tonight or to-
morrow night — sometime before Mother’s Day.

Maybe your Mom will look at it with you, and tell you your
baby stories — what you did, and how you laughed, and when
you walked, and so on.

It's a lot of fun!

And maybe she’ll show you some pictures of your Dad and
Mom before they were married. And their wedding pictures.

Do you have pictures of your family on holidays?

Of you *helping” on the farm when you were three years old
and sitting on the tractor?

Family picture albums are great, right?

After you and your Mom look at those pictures together it
shouldn't be hard for you to think of what you can put in your
Mother's Day card.

She'lt love itif you write what you like best about your Mom.

She'll love it, too, if you tell her your favourite memory about
you and her.

Give it a try!

I hope both you and your Mo have a very happy Mother’s
Day!

FROM THE MAILBOX

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club Aileen
Feenstra. | like your story! And I'm glad you like
puzzies. 'm looking forward to hearing from you
again, Aileen.

And a big welcome to you, too, Brian Dyksira. You didn’t
tell us about your family and how you spend time after school.
Will you write again some time? Bye for now, Brian.

Welcome to the Club, Robert Vandergaag. You are a very
good writer. Did you make a card for your Mom for Mother’s Day,
Robert? Thank you for the puzzle.

Hello, Esther Hordyk. It was nice to hear from you again. |
see you have been very busy, and that you are good at “looking
things up.” Keep up the good work! Bye for now, Esther.

By Busy Beaver Jody Bouwman
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LADDERS

Busy Beaver Anna Devries writes:

“Fill in the ladders changing only one letter at a time. A full
existing word has to be thought up to fit each space. The first
one is done as an example.”

FEED LEAD PIER CAN
REED . .
READ
BEAD HEAR BEAR TP
{Answers below)
“NAMES”
WORDSEARCH
By Busy Beaver Melanie Peters
Look for:
Melanie
Michelle
Nancy
Ellen
Marcel
Yolanda
Judith
Konroy
David
®
a”/z 7/7”3 / Ronald
& Trevor
Angela
MOTHERS IN THE BIBLE Kriom
Do you know these mothers and their children? Matthew
Sometimes you must give the mother’s name. Sometimes Albert
the child’s or children’s! Irene
The first one is done for you. \!’)adﬁene
Mothers Children Jgd ;
1. Eve a. Seth Alicia
Bert Pat
2. Jochebed b. Peter  John
3. ¢. Joseph Ken Gerry
4, d. Isaac
Answers 10
5. Hannah e “Mothers in the Bible"
8. f. Athaliah ULOP PUB SBLWB | PR "1 IBBWYS] U
|enweg e uoley "q uieqezi3 "1i yeiedey "0l egsusyieg "L
7. g. Solomon 198731 G UBIeS b [2UJBH
8. Hagar . Ladders:
9. Ruth i. dny ‘del deo ‘ueo Leaq 188q Uaig ‘Jaid “ieay ‘desy
10. j. Jaceb ‘desj ‘pes|
11. : k. John Bye for now, Busy Beavers
12. Salome | and Hope to “see” you all next time!

Love to you all,
{Answers below)- Aunt Betty

225



We thank God for His precious gift
of a healthy daughter:

JOCELYN CHRISTINE

Born March 4, 1990

A sister for Heather, Jennifer
Kathleen, David
Jonathanand Rebecca

Rev. and Mrs. M.K. Marren

Box 3868
Smithers, BC V0J 2NO

L =l

Great is the Lord and worthy of all
honour, having granted us the
blessing of new life, our third child,
a daughter

DOLITA SHEREEN

Born April 5, 1990

A sister for Dwayne, William
Danae Calista

Dick and Melody VanderWel
(nee Pol)
20315 42 Avenue
Langley, BC V3A 3A6

-

With great thankfulness to the Lord
who has blessed us with another
covenant child, a son whom we
have named:

RYAN DARRYL

Born March 11, 1990
A brother for Mark

Rick and Trish Johannesen
(nee VandeBurgt)

18315-80 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5T 0V3

Thankful to the Giver of all things,
we announce with joy the birth of
our healthy daughter,

DIANTHE JACOBA

Born on March 25, 1990

Neil and Liz vanWeerden
(nee Malda)

45 Marksam Road, Unit 123
Guelph, ON N1H 6Y9

A
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O, give thanks o the Lorp for He
is good, for His steadfast love en-
dures forever. Psalm 136:1

With gratitude, we give praise to the
Lord, the Creator of life who has
made all things well and blessed us
with our second child.

BERNICE ELIZABETH

was born April 9, 1990 weighing
81b 2.5 oz. A sister for John Peter.
The 32nd grandchild for Gerrit and
Bouwchiene Tamminga of Ker-
wood, and the 11th grandchild for
Jan and Janny Boerema of
Slochteren, the Netherlands.

Peter and Benita Boerema
(nee Tamminga)
RR5
Watford, ON NOM 250

L

L
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Teach me to do Thy will; for Thou
artmy God.  peoim 143:10a

With great thankfulness to our heav-
enly Father, who has entrusted us
with one of His covenant children,
we announce the birth of our daugh-
ter:

MELISSA JANE

Born April 18, 1990

Asister for: Angela, Malcolm, Jodi
Leslie, Peter, Sophia, Nelene

Melis and Wilhelmina Brouwer
{nee Ravensbergen)
RR4
Grand Valley, ON LON 1G0

-

With joyful hearts, we thank the Lord
for entrusting to our care another
covenant child,

ASHLEY ELIZABETH
Born March 1, 1990
A sister for Michael

Marc and Marg Schutten
(nee Kloosterhof)

20 McNairn Court
Richmond Hill, ON L4C 5X1

S

We give thanks to our heavenly Fa-
ther, who has richly blessed us with

another healthy child, a lovely
daughter

KIMBERLY ANN
Born April 4, 1990
A sister for Adrian

Murray and Barb Foekens
(nee Schuurman)

100 East 24th Street
Hamilton, ON L8V 2Y1

L
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With thankfulness to the Lord who
has so richly blessed us with a sec-
ond child, we announce the birth of
our daughter

SAMANTHA JUSTINE

Born February 28, 1990
A sister for Shari

Roger and Cindy Kuntz
(nee Kleefman)
18124-68 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5T 121

L
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With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. C. Tenhage
and Mr. and Mrs. M. Jansen are pleased to announce the
forthcoming marriage of their children:

CORINNE HENRIETTA ELIZABETH

and
KORNELIS ANDREW

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on Friday
June 22nd, 1990, at 6:30 p.m. in the Canadian Reformed
Church at Brampton.

Rev. G. Nederveen officiating.

Future address:
357 Hill Street E.
Fergus, ON N1M 1H5




With thankfuiness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. Henk Hutten
are pleased o announce the marriage of their daughter
JANET DIANE
to
ALBERT JOHN VANRAALTE

son of Mr, William VanRaalte and the late Minnie Van-
Raalte.

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on Friday,
May 25, 1990 at 6:30 p.m. in the Maranatha Canadian Re-
formed Church at Fergus, ON.

Rev. W. den Hollander officiating.

Future address:
109-275 Belsyde Ave. E.

Fergus, ON N1M 2Y2

T

J
Mr. & Mrs. John de Haas ﬁl
and

Mr. & Mrs. John Wiegers

Are very thankful to their heavenly Father for guiding and
directing the paths of their children,
ROSEMARY ANN
and
RONALD KENNETH

They have seen the hand of God atwork in their lives and
want to build their home on this sure foundation.

The ceremony will take place, D.V., on Friday, June 1, 1990
at 7:00 p.m., in the Canadian Reformed Church at Langley.

Rev. J. Visscher officiating.

4110-208 Sireet
Langley, BC V3A 2H7

Commit your way to the LORD; frust in Him, and He will
act. Psalm 375
With thankfulness to God
WILLIAM BAARTSE
widower of Aaltje DenBok
and
EEF HEKMAN

widow of Henk Huinink

wish to announce our forthcoming marriage on May 18,
1990, D.V,, at 5:30 p.m.

Rehoboth Canadian Reformed Church
Highway #5, Burlington, ON.

Rev. J. Mulder officiating.

Future address:
2388 St. Francis Drive

Burlington, ON L7F 1V4

With thankiulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. C. Mositert and
Dr. and Mrs. K. Deddens are pieased 1o announce the
forthcoming marriage of their daughter and son

TERESA MARIA
and
DETMER KAREL
The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on Friday,
May 25th, 1980 at 6:30 p.m. in the Maranatha Canadian
Reformed Church, Surrey, BC.
Prof. Dr. K. Deddens officiating.

Future address:
22660 A River Road
Richmond, BC V6V 1M4

L

ol e

F With thankfulness to the Lorp, we:

ANNA CAROLYN
and
EVERETT MATTHEW

together with our parents, Mr. and Mrs. lepo Vanderwoude
and Mr. and Mrs. Albert Dedong are pleased to announce
our forthcoming marriage. The ceremony will take place,
D.V,, on Saturday, May 26, 1990 at 2:30 p.m. in the Cana-
dian Reformed Church at Attercliffe, ON.

Rev. R. Aasman officiating.

Future address:
507 Aberdeen Avenue
Hamilton, ON L8P 256

r

Hardenberg 1940 May 17 Smithville 1990

in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make
straight your paths. Proverbs 3:16

With thankfulness to the LORD we hope to celebrate, the
LORD willing, the 50th Wedding Anniversary of our dear
parents and grandparents:

F.J. VANDERVELDE

and
F. VANDERVELDE {nee Veltink)
Their children:
St Ann’s, ON: Diane DeBoer
Grimsby, ON: Henry and Ellen VanderVelde

Smithville, ON:
Grand Valley, ON:
Smithville, ON:

John and Leona VanderVelde

John and Irene Schutten

Henry and Joanne Kiers

Harry and Betsy Porter

Jerry and Ricki Biokker

Fred and Evelyn VanderVelde
Arthur and Jeanie VanderVelde
Hennie VanderVelde and Andrew Vos

36 grandchildren

An open house is to be held, D.V., on Saturday, May 19,
1990 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Smithville Arena.

P.O. Smithville LOR 2A0

Afterciiffe, ON:
Smithville, ON:

L.
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Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that 1950 - June 6 - 1990

build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman 1 lift up my eyes to the hills. From whence does my help
walcheth but in vain. Psalm 127:1 come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven
Beilen 1955 May 19 Middleville 1990 and earth. Psalm 121: 1,2
With praise to our heavenly Father, who has kept our dear With thanks to the Lord for His guidance and care, we will
parents and grandparents in His care, we rejoice that we celebrate, D.V., the 40th Wedding Anniversary of our dear
may, the Lord willing, celebrate their 25th Wedding An- parents and grandparents:
niversary.
DIRK RIEDSTRA Jo””;iBOER
and .
FREDERIKA RIEDSTRA (nee Alkema) _ WIES DEBOER (nee Varwij)

. ) . Their thankful children and grandchildren:

Their thankful children and grandchildren. ) .
. , . Carlisle, ON: Ann and John Witten
Middleville, Mi: Aland Elmka, F,hedstra Daniel. Michelle
Ashley, Kelsey . y
Wayland, Mi: Albert and Jennie Petter Lambeth, ON: Grigzoa: dD};?;} Mintyre
- Derik Burlington, ON:  Shirley DeBo
Grand Rapids, MI: Lydya Riedstra urIngion, O ark and M afy’ DeBoer
Middleville, Mi: Bert Riedstra Michael, Jonathan
2808 Cherry Valley 2475 Exeter Cres.,
Middieville, Ml 49333 Burlington, ON L7P 1X5
L < L

Psalm 103:2
Bless the LORD, O my soul and forget not all His benefits.

Groningen 1930 April 29 British Columbia 1990

With praise and thankfulness to the Lord who has spared them for each other and for us, we remembered the
60th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents, grandparents and great-grandparents

JAN JACOB AIKEMA
and
WILLEMPJE AIKEMA (nee Woltil)

John# and Jane Aikema Dick and Mary Aikema Pete and Grace Aikema
Jeanne and John Verhelst John Simon
Edward, Richard, Suzanne Harley Gordon
Jack and Marion Aikema Mike® and Tracy® Aikema Edward
Marna and Wayne Weidenhammer Brianna Ken
Evelynn, Henry Paul Stanley
Richard and Heather Aikema Betty Walter
Debbie .
Steve Herman and Helen Aikema
Ella and Jack VanWoudenberg T Caroline
Wilma and Hugo Vanderhoek ony Cameron
Kristin, Judith, Amy, Timothy Mary and Piet VanWoudenberg Vincent
Cecile and Wim Kanis Wilma and Arthur deLeeuw Vanessa
Dirk, James Jonathan, Brian Warren
Mary Celia and Pete Vandergugten
Gerald Lisa, Michael, Lori Jake and Minnie Aikema
Gerald Vicky
John David
Peter Deniset
110 20265 54A Avenue Mary-Ann Roger
Langley, BC Alice Gregory
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1860 — May 27 — 1990
SUGUSTINUS and GEBINA BUIST {nee Bulkema)
Psalm 80
With thankfulness to the Lo RO for keeping them in His c;ac‘&.
we hope to celebrate the 30th Wedding Anniversary o
dear parents and fo’if'ﬂ(i"‘*& anis.
Guelph, ON: Jim and Bernice Bui
James
Burlington, ON: Hob | Ni Marcia Jager
Virgini
f&ﬁgwmm
§?9mhaﬂ
- Jordan Siation, OK: Paul and Rita VanAndsi
{ %ﬁ’ oh, a,;,f
Burlington, ON: Rick and Sue Buist
961 Bonnieview Ave.
Burlingon, ONL7T 175
.;Tf =
i
Hardenberg Jung 8 Hamilton
1645 1390

The fear of the Loap is the beginning of wisdom.

Psalm 11110
With great thankfulness for God's covenant faithfuiness,
we are happy to announce the 45th Wadding Anniversary
of our dear parents and grandparents

KLAAS and ELISABETH DE JONG (nee Maida)

Congratuiations and love from:

Hamifion, ON:  Renske De Jong

Fred & Sandra De Jong, Wayne, Hemry
Beamsville, ON: Geraldine & Andrew Kiers
There will be an open house, the Lord willing, on Saturday
June @, 1980 from 2-4 p,m, at the Cornerstone Canadian
Feoformed C’humh 355 Stone Church Rd. E., Hamilton,
Ontario. Best wishes only please.

Home Addrass: 135 Limeridge Rd. West
Hamiiton, ON L80C 2V3

e _—

Psalm 84
July 8, 1810 - April 15, 1980
i pleased the Lord to taiw unio Himself my beloved
Hushand, our Father, and Opa, after & lengthy iliness
ROELOF GRIT
Dear husband of Christina Grit
Dear father of

Brampilon: Klaas and Val Grit

Crangevifie: Lucas and Gase) Grit

Erin: Zwaanie and George Knight

Grand Valley:  John and Harma Fm

Crangeville: Geraldine and Bill Kegel

Dear Cpa to 18 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchidren,
7900 Mclaughlin Hoad 8. T.7. Apl. 410

Brampion {’”émaréa LeY 3h2

‘“‘::Z:«E

With praise and thanksgiv g

His continuing gu

nounce the 30th We&’ﬁmv Aﬁmw@e» .;sw our dear parents
and grandparents,

BILL and FREDA SMOUTER (nee Kuntz

cne C‘V 105
r;fwaﬂ ON:

15 MceNiven R

Ancasier, "W LaG avs

idance and oz gpz:;y s:; ar-

Peter and Eleanor Boeringa
Wichas!, Hack nbn, mf}/

F%am Smouter

Richard and Riw’"»w%;» rgsma
%,fafﬁsfw Hannah

Al the paths of the

for those who keep His covenant and 43 !g«s; ITonies.

ding A rwei sary

ART and MARTHA BLOKHUIS {nee Fonda)

Burlington, ON:
1991 Kerns Road

tihe years, we hﬁg@ o celebrate th 9 25th Wed-

Burlington, ON L7FP 3

May 22 1290
Lorp are steadiast love and faithfulness,

Psalm 25:10
weavenly Father, who has guided them

»f pur parents and grwﬁ;zammﬂ

‘*5e‘ma

Clarence and Tammy
Jesse

Cyrihia and James

i

wted &

in our Sscondary Schoal.
Duties io commence st January, 1991 — or as near to this

date as possible.
Applicanis mustbe

i
es or one of iis sister churches and have & sirong desi
to gerve Reformed Education,

Applications shoul

Free Reformed School Assn,
PO, Box 272, Armadale WA, 6112

Information can be

Application

JAL&:’ WESTERN AUSTRALIA

invites ap @Lmt*s% from teachers qualified to feach

FORMED SCHOOL ASSN. OF

ENGLISH

oy § e, o 2 st Y 2
members of the Frae Reformed Chure

d be addressed {o
The Secretary

obtained from the Principal;
Mr. 5.H. Terpsira
Lot 17 Soldiers Rd.
Cardup 8201 WA,
Phone (09) 5251418

s close Friday June 15th, 1920

IR
NI
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The Credo Christian Elementary School of Langley, BC
has an enroliment of approx. 160 pupils (projected for
Sept. 1990) from grades 1 to 7. it also operates the Spec.
Ed. Unit (Selective integration) for the Fraser Valley
Canadian Reformed elementary schools.

Credo Christian is in need of:

ONE — GRADE 5 TEACHER
(preferably with French teaching qualifications)

ONE — SPEC. ED. TEACHER

Please forward vour inquiries and applications fo the
principal:

Mr. JA. Roukema

Credo Christian Elementary School
21819-52 Avenue
Langley, BC V3A 4R1
Phone: (604) 530-1131 — school
(604) 856-0544 — home

Thé board of fhe Canadian Reformed School Society
of Fergus-Guelph Inc. invites applications for a

GRADE ONE TEACHER

in the Maranatha Christian School
Duties to commence September 1, 1990

For information about this position contact the
principal:
Mr. A, Gunnink
Phone: (519) 843-3029 (school)
{519) 846-0423 (home)

Send Applications to:

Maranatha Christian School
RR3
Fergus, ON
N1M 2W4

VACANCY
PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHER

The John Calvin School in Albany, Western Ausiralia, re-
quires the services of a suitably qualified Teacher for the
Primary Department. Commencement February 1991,

Applicanis must be members of one of the Free Reformed
Churches of Australia or one of its sister churches, We
will give preference to a female teacher to fill the vacancy
left by a teacher who is getting married. The successful
applicant must, for immigration reasons, have at least three
years experiencs, and be commiited to Reformed Edu-
cation. Possession of the Reformed Education Diploma
or its equivalent would be a decided advantage.

Albany on the Rainbow Coast of Western Australiais a
thriving town of some 20,000 people. it is well known for
its mild climate and beautiful scenery. The Free Reformed
Church in Albany has some 500 members. Minister: Rev.
A. Veldman. The John Calvin School has some 160 stu-
dents over 11 grades, from pre-primary to year 10.

Closing date for applications 1 June 1990.
For further information and applications contact:
The Secretary
ALBANY FREE REFORMED CHURCH EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION (INC)
Hene Vermeulen

PO Box 938, Albany, WA 6330
Phones (098) 411688, 444089 Fax (098) 418611

thn Calvin School, Smithville, ON. requires

TEACHERS
and a

PRINCIPAL/TEACHER
duties to commence September 1, 1980.

Cur school has —
elementary grades 1 t0 8
an enroliment of 267 students
13 full-time staff members, and several pari-time
assistants

For more information contact:

Mr. PH. Torenviiel, principal
{416) 957-2128
Mr. H.J. Homan, chairman of the Board
(416) 898-3733
Applications may be submitted 1o:
Mr. C. Feensira,
Secretary of the Education Commitiee

c/o P.O. Box 280
Smithville, ON LOR 240

VACANCY
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

The John Calvin School in Albany, Western Australia, re-
quires the services of a suitably qualified Englistv Social
Studies Teacher for the Secondary Department. Com-
mencement February 1991.

Applicants must be members of one of the Free Reformed
Churches of Ausiralia or one of its sister churches. The
successful applicant must, for immigration reasons, have
at least three years experience, and be commitied to Re-
formed Education. Possession of the Reformed Education
Diploma or its equivalent would be a decided advantage.

Albany on the Rainbow Coast of Western Australia is a
thriving town of some 20,000 people. It is well known for
its mild climats and beautiful scenery. The Free Reformed
Church in Albany has some 500 members. Minister: Rev.
A. Veldman. The John Calvin School has some 160 stu-
dents over 11 grades, from pre-primary to vear 10.

Closing date for applications 1 June 1880.
For further information and applications contact:

The Secretary
ALBANY FREE REFORMED CHURCH EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION (INC)
Rene Vermeulen
PO Box 938, Albany, WA 6330
Phones (098) 411688, 444089 Fax (098) 418611

230




The
TIIOTHY CANADIAN REFORMED 8CHOOL SOCIETY
HAMILTON, ON E‘AR%Q
invites applications for the possible positions of
JUNIOR GRADE TEACHER
nd &
PART-TIME TEACHER
for the 1980-1881 school year. n
For mare information contact the principal:
Ar. H. Mobel
RA 1, Caledonia, ON NOA1AD
sa‘ma {418) 385-3653
home: (41 6; §82-5502
Applications 1o be addressed o
Ecupation Commitiee
cio G. Alkema
56 Atterno Drive, Hamilton, ON L8O 5SS

7S, William of Orange
&/ Christian School
INVITATION

The Board of the William of Crange Chrislian School inviles

all parents, grandparents, soclety members, donators, stu-

dents, former studenis, sachers aﬂd former teachers, in
short ~ EVERYONE, to our 358th Anniversary celebration.

A special program was designed for this event. This pre-
sentation is about the Book that shaped and still shapes
our school,

Place: White Rock Christian Academy
Address: 2265 152nd Sireet
Surrey, B.C.
Date: Saturday, June 2, 1950
Time: 7:00 G.m.

oy R e b e

§ Day Coast to Coast Raily
June 28 o July 2, 1980 DV,

is being hosied by the Youth Conference
Committee of the Young People's Societies in
Ontario. This gala event of smﬁy ex“'ad festivity will
be held in the Hamillbn/Ancaster are

More information will be forw arﬁeﬁ to sach
,.xg%daaa society across Canada and Americg,
or call our contact persorn:

Meta Bosacher 416-857-9651

Come Visit w{“‘}m
LOme § WV&MEE“

Mature lady wanted to assist in large family approx. half time.
Duties include housekesaping, babysitting and occasional
farmily silting when we have to go away for 2 few days at
a time.,

This position could be atiractive 1o g couple with full- or part-
fime work available for 2 handyman/iarmer as weil. A amall
house is available if desired. If you are interested pleass
contact
Pigter & Fran Vandermpol
8591 150 Sirest
Surrey, BC V28 EAS
Phone (804) 58713
Fax (204) ?*53»@‘2&}

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

?’Mh@géa Chris *aara Awass , BC ,:::m

B
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var*ar,,sfw en £y wimg pmgaamm, as we =t
renits. interested applicants shouid send tre rgsume *{}

#201-31687 South Fraser Way
Clearbrook, BC V2T 179

MANY OPPORTUNITIES!
Approximately 3 vears ago there appeared an advertise-
ment in this magazine regarding the viability of beginning
a Canadian Relormed Church in the Owen Sound area.
Since that time the Ray Kruisselbrink and Rudy
Wildeboer families have movad 10 this area, both setlling
on the south west side of Owen Sound.

The area, including Owen Sound, Tara, Ches ﬂgﬂ and
Port Elgin, continues to grow as peoble move infrom the
urban areas taking advantage of much lower housing/
farm prices and increased cﬁz opporiunities.

For these reasons we would like 10 assist, in whatever
way we can, other Canadian Reformed famiiles interast
ad in méving o this arsa.

Please call or write:

Ray Kruisselbrink o Rudy Wildeboar
RH#3 RA#

Tara, OGN NOH 2NO Paisley, ON NOG 2MD
519) 934-2508 {5191 363-6684
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Psaloys4

Peatm 137

Family Christian
Bookstore

750 Guelph Line
{Opposite e Burington Malty

Burlinglon, Ontaric
L7R 3N5
Phone: (416} 637-8151
Thurs, and Fri. tHl 9 p.m. I




