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A Special Issue

By C. Van Dam

It gives us much joy that a special issue of Clarion can be
devoted to the Theological College even before the College
evening. This is not a normal occurrence. Why then a special
issue now?

The Theological College has gone through more change
in the past year than at any other time in its history. We, there-
fore, thought that a feature issue would help the readers to ap-
preciate what is happening. In this way the larger community
will be able to join in a more meaningful way in giving praise to
the Lord for His faithfulness and goodness as seen in the events
at our College.

This past year has seen a fifty percent turnover in facul-
ty. Of four professors, two became emeriti and two young
Doctors of Theology could take their place, as appointed by
the General Synod of Winnipeg (1989) of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches. The teaching of Dogmatics passed from
Dr. J. Faber to Dr. N.H . Gootjes who was installed as profes-
sor of Dogmatics on September 8, 1989 and the instruction
in the Ecclesiological and Diaconiological disciplines goes
from Dr. K. Deddens to Dr. J. De Jong, who will, D.V., be in-

stalled at the College Evening this year on September 7, 1990.

There is another reason why a special College issue is war-
ranted. Many of the readers of Clarion are not able to visit the
College. With this issue we hope to give an impression of what
takes place. You will read interviews with retired professors as
well as two students. The pictures in this issue will tell their own
story. In this way we hope to bring the College closer to you.
This is important, for the Theological College does not have an
existence independent of the Churches. No, it exists through
and for them! It is the ‘“School of the Churches.”

Those who labour at the Theological College appreciate
very much the close relationship with the churches. This asso-
ciation gives our work a clear context. We labour in the midst
of God’s people for the training of ministers who are to proclaim
the Word of God faithfully. We therefore value your support in
the form of your interest, gifts, and, above all, prayer. May this
Clarion issue help to strengthen the bond between the school
and the churches. We look forward to seeing many of you at the
open house and the College Evening on September 7!

The College from the back.
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The College Evening

In this issue of Clarion the reader
finds again an announcement of the Col-
lege Evening. In this announcement we
not only speak about the evening, and the
things that are to be done, but also about
an “‘Open House’’ in the afternoon. Many
have seen the building. But there are also
many who did not visit the College as yet.
We thought that it might be good to give
you a special invitation. We like the mem-
bers of the churches to come and see the
place where we, teachers and students,
work in the service of the churches. We
also like to explain to you how ‘it all”
works here. How the study is set up and
is arranged. About the building and how
things are done in the College I like to add
a few remarks.

We are still thankful, every day, for
the present building. It fulfils its function
so much better than the old ‘mansion’ at
Queen Street in downtown Hamilton. The
lecture rooms are larger. The rooms in the
previous building could not contain the
number of students in a proper way. In
the ““higher class’ we hope to have ten
students this coming year. The library is
more than hundred percent better. There
is on this point really no comparison pos-
sible. Costly books do not belong in a
damp basement, where possibilities of
expansion did not exist.

The reader understands that the pro-
fessors each have their own field of study
and teaching. When a student starts his
studies at the College, he enters the so-
called Freshman Year. This year is intro-
ductory. Emphasis is placed on the knowl-
edge of the biblical languages, Hebrew
and Greek, while there is a course in Latin
as well. Besides this, the students have to
learn the Three Forms of Unity (once
again) and receive a course in the knowl-
edge of these Reformed symbols. Then
there is a course in Philosophy and an in-
troductory course in the Diaconiological
subjects. The latter deals with biblical
words for preaching, being an office-
bearer, and the like.

When the student has completed
this first year with an average of at least
65 percent in his marks and no failing
mark in any of the subjects, he is pro-
moted to the theological years, called
the Sophomore Year, the Junior Year,
and the Senior Year. During these three
years a certain program is followed and
completed. The study material of Church
History and Church Polity, e.g., is divid-

By J. Geertsema

ed in three parts. And so is Dogmatics.

The study of the Old and the New
Testament subjects is set up in such a
way that during the Sophomore Year the
world of the Old and New Testament is
studied, including Old Testament institu-
tions, as the priesthood, and the kingship
in Israel. During the Junior Year the sub-
ject is in the first place Canonics. It deals
with the Old and the New Testament
Canon: the Bible books, their contents,
the authors, the addressees, and the cir-
cumstances under which they were writ-
ten. The Senior Year is devoted to the
history of revelation in the Old and in the
New Testament. During these three years
the students also receive instruction in
the practice of exegesis. This is done in
the last part of every year. As for the New
Testament, the first year we practice the
exposition of the Gospels or Acts, the sec-
ond year we are busy with the explanation
of the letters of Paul, while in the Senior
Year an effort is made to interpret the Let-
ter to the Hebrews.

The above can give an impression of
the preparation of students for the min-
istry. This is, however, only an impres-
sion. The students, but also the profes-
sors, will be able to tell you that they all
have to accomplish much work. The pro-
fessors were used to this already when in
the ministry. Although the work of prepar-
ing the lectures and staying up-to-date
and fresh requires a lot of studying. And
the students have to learn to do a lot of
work, because they have to do the same
as ministers of the Word. If a student at
the College expects an eight-hours-per-
day, five-days-per-week work schedule as
minister in a congregation of Christ, he
must either change his mind or go home.
Being a minister in the church demands,
in principle, a service of twenty-four-
hours-per-day, seven-days-per-week.

Now it is so that we live in an age in
which we receive tools that are quite com-
plicated, but nevertheless very useful.
Work can be done so much more efficient-
ly with them. Obviously | am referring to
the computer. Almost all the ministers by
now work with this tool. In this connection
I would like to point to the second last line
in the announcement of the College Eve-
ning. It says that the offering will be for the
computerization of the College. Preparing
the lectures, the administration of the Col-
lege, the preparation of articles, and more

things could be done so much more effi-
ciently with computers. So the thought
and desire came up to work more with
this tool. Discussions on this point led to
an investigation whether computerization
would financially be possible.

When at the same time the need
arose to change the library administration
from working with cards into working with
a computer, which in the end will be con-
siderably cheaper (see elsewhere in this
issue), the Finance and Property Commit-
tee, in cooperation with the ladies of the
Women’s Savings Action, made this com-
puterization possible. This did mean,
however, that part of the money was re-
ceived as a loan. The loan is interest-free,
however. Now to help us to pay this mon-
ey back, it was decided to have the Col-
lege Evening collection for this purpose.

I may mention here that with the new
computer and printer the new Handbook
of the College could be made print-ready.
This will mean a saving of close to a thou-
sand dollars. Besides, the plans are to
publish more articles and books in the
future. Also for this purpose the com-
puterization as we have it now will certain-
ly serve the churches in general and the
College in a special way. It is clear that we
would like to recommend this offering for
your consideration.

Coming back to the staff members at
the College, three of them are known
quite well to the churches, since they
have served for a number of years al-
ready, first as ministers of the Word. One
is not so well-known yet: Dr. N.H. Gootjes.
The Lord willing, this will change soon.
Articles are being prepared for Clarion,
and the announcement of the College
Evening tells us that Dr. Gootjes hopes to
give his inaugural speech. It will deal with
the reality of the wrath of God. Next year
it will be the turn of Dr. De Jong. We look
also forward to this.

I may end with a personal note. It is
an impression which | have. Having been
at the College now for four years, | can
say that there was a good cooperation
among the professors before the pres-
ent change. Now, with this fifty percent
change: two new professors, this good
cooperation has not changed. It is a plea-
sure to work together at the College, in
the service of the churches, under the
Head of the Church as our common Mas-
ter and Saviour. May our God continue to
bless us.
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Interview with Dr. Faber

By J. Geertsema

Question: You are now retired after
two decades of teaching at the College.
During these twenty years you also served
as principal. How would you characterize
these twenty years?

Answer: If | speak about those twenty
years of the College then | would first of
all go back to the situation of the Cana-
dian Reformed Churches in 1968 during

the Synod of Orangeville, the synod that

appointed me to be professor at the Theo-
logical College and also principal. | think
that the situation of the churches was a
dangerous situation in so far that the
training for the ministry of the Word was
completely dispersed. There was first a
trend to have education by several min-
isters in the manse. We may be thankful
for the work that has been done and there
is one minister serving in our churches
who is the product of those first attempts.
But, some young men had gone to West-
minster Theological Seminary in Philadel-

man had gone to Kampen. If we had main-
tained the situation that part of the stu-
dents went to Philadelphia, and part to
Kampen and the rest were trained in dif-
ferent manses, it would have boded ill for
the churches. There would have been a
threat with respect to the unity of our Re-
formed testimony. After some time we
would have received a group of ministers
who had picked up their theological edu-
cation in different places and who had
undergone different influences. This would
have been a threat for the unity of the
Canadian Reformed Churches and for the
clarity of their witness. | have always seen
it as my task also to use the Theological
College as a means of binding the church
together in the Reformed faith. Those
churches are few and widespread all over
Canada and the Theological College is
one of the most important means of bind-
ing those churches together in a concrete
manner. They have something that they
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The Rev. J. Faber when he

as appointed Professor at the Theological College, 1968. Pictured

are (from left to right) Rev. D. Vander Boom, Rev. G. Van Dooren, Rev. L. Moes, Rev. J. Faber,
Rev. H. Scholten, Rev. L. Selles, Rev. H.A. Stel.

phia. In the Netherlands there was an
upheaval in the churches that also af-
fected the work of the Theological College
in Kampen so that it was even difficult to
have good contact in correspondence.
Earlier, one Canadian Reformed young
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stand behind together, which they have
to care for together. They also have an
institution that by the grace of God
delivers young men to them to become
ministers of the Word, young men who
have been trained in the same manner.

Question: Now that you have lived in
the midst of these churches for these
twenty years, is there a development in
the churches and if so, in your opinion,
what would you say about that?

Do you think that the development is pos-
itive or negative?

Answer: Such a question is difficult
to answer. You need more historical dis-
tance in order to see developments in the
past and to see in which way those devel-
opments go. With all due reserve and
again with all due modesty | would never-
theless try to make some remarks about
the development in the churches during
the years 1969 to 1990. In the first place
the apostle Paul says the natural is first
then the spiritual. Let me say that the
development as far as | can see with re-
spect to the economic situation of the
members of our churches is a develop-
ment for which we can be very thankful.
When we arrived, one could not expect
too much from the members of the con-
gregations, also financially. Those were
still the years of the first struggles. But,
especially during the 70s and the 80s
there has been a tremendous improve-
ment in the economic situation of most of
our church members and | think that we
should be thankful for God’s blessings.
The members of the congregations have
used that economic prosperity for the
development of the life of the churches
in general, not only erecting many beau-
tiful church buildings but also developing
Reformed education. Here in Hamilton
in 1973 the Timothy elementary school
opened, in 1975 the Guido de Bres High
School, and again some years later the
Canadian Reformed Teachers’ College
was established. If | look at the local situa-
tion (and | realize Hamilton has become
kind of a center for Reformed education)
then there is a tremendous difference be-
tween 1969 when we came and now, and
| think that is a difference for which we
can be very thankful. So as far as that is
concerned you can say that the develop-
ment was a positive one. However, the
development in a spiritual sense is much
more difficult to evaluate. Nevertheless
we may try to indicate certain things and



if you ask also whether there are negative
developments then let me first say that
with the economic development | see the
danger of secularization and materialism.
People can be so engrossed in material

In earlier days, Dr. Faber at work in his office.

things that they forget to seek the king-
dom of God first and its righteousness.
Sometimes | modestly ask the question
whether those lean and meager years of
the beginning 60s and certainly of the 50s
were in the spiritual sense not better
years than the 70s and the 80s and wheth-
er we have not undergone in the 70s and
80s a process of secularization. In the sec-
ond place, | myself have always thought
that being Reformed means that we do
not depart either to the right or the left but
that we walk the way of God’s Word in
binding ourselves to our Reformed con-
fessions and church order. | have the im-
pression that in the first years the Cana-
dian Reformed Churches had a kind of
freshness and openness in the new set-
up of church life in Canada. But did it not
become a little bit stifled in the 70s and
80s? For instance, it was the Canadian
Reformed Churches that began the con-
tact with the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, not the other way around. But,
sometimes you get the impression that
nowadays people think: what do we do or
what have we done or why should we
bother? Something of the freshness of
trying to be instrumental in the ongoing
gathering of God’s church that there was
in the 50s has been stifled. | think for in-
stance of the fact that at the last synod in
Winnipeg there was a report in which
there was one sentence in connection
with this specific point | just mentioned.
This sentence was, ‘‘Although modest the
ecclesiastical contact with the OPC re-
minds us of the greatness of the ongoing
church-gathering work of our Lord Jesus

Christ. We need these contacts. They
may keep us free from sectarianism.”
That last sentence was debated at the
synod of Winnipeg in 1989. But | think
that a warning against sectarianism is

always a good warning. If you are com-
pletely free of sectarianism and you fight
against that then you will listen to that
warning and leave it at that. But if you
react very strongly against such warning
you give at least the impression as if you
do not understand that an eccesiastical

contact can remind us of the greatness of
the ongoing church-gathering work of our
Lord Jesus Christ and that we need those
contacts. That is one of the points that |
think that the church life of the Canadian
Reformed Churches in the 70s and 80s
has become a little stifled compared prob-
ably to the church life of the 50s and the
60s.

Question: | would like to come back
to the continuing need for the College —
in the midst of the churches. Could you
say a little bit more about that need —
now from an historical point of view.

Answer: Certainly, for the bond be-
tween the Theological College and the
churches is one of the things that is very
dear to my heart. We should not go over-
board either by saying that there is a text
in Scripture that says that churches must
have a Theological College. There is no
abstract commandment valid for each
and every situation. There can be very
small churches that can not have a Theo-
logical College. | think for instance of our
South African sister churches. You can
not say that they live in sin because they
do not have their own Theological Col-
lege. That does not take away that we
receive God’s revelation in Scripture and
live by that revelation in Scripture, and
God reveals in his Word — and we think
now especially of the New Testament —
that the church is the pillar and bulwark of
the truth. The church is so to speak the
publication board of the gospel. The




church has to proclaim the gospel in this
world and that is one of the first privileges
and tasks of the church of God. For that
proclamation ministers of the Word and
missionaries are needed. Therefore you
can say that if the churches have to be
the pillar and the bulwark of the truth and
if the churches have to guard the gospel
of truth entrusted to them then it is very
important that the church itself has the
complete control of the training of the
ministry of the Word. We can also think of
the well-known text of the apostle Paul in
his letter to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2:2, ““and
what you have heard from me before
many witnesses entrust to faithful men
who will be able to teach others also.”
Paul as a spiritual father calls Timothy his
son (verse 1) and then in verse 2 exhorts
Timothy again to entrust the gospel also
to other faithful men in order that a relay
race of the gospel may find place through-
out the centuries and the torch of the
gospel be passed on to the next genera-
tion of preachers. In the whole revelation
of God about his church and about the
task of his church in this world there is the
need of the training for the ministry by the
churches themselves. That has also been
seen throughout the ages. | think of the
way in which Calvin in 1559 established
the Academy in Geneva and then wrote
those famous words to the persecuted
churches in France that they should send
the wood and in Geneva they would make
arrows of it in order to endure the spiritual
battle and to fight the spiritual battle in
France. | think of the way in which the
seceded people in the Netherlands in
1854 established their Theological Sem-
inary in Kampen. Historically speaking,
Hamilton has a strong link to that Kampen
of 1854. Men like Lukas Lindeboom
stressed the necessity of the link between
the church and the training for the min-
istry over against the somewhat super-
cilious ideas of Abraham Kuyper about a
sovereign theological science, free from
the state and free from the church.

The bond between the Canadian Re-
formed Churches and the Theological
College in Hamilton is a two-way street.
The College should always be aware of
the fact that it is born out of the churches
and is there for the churches to serve
them as well as possible. Theological pro-
fessors should not lord it over the church-
es and in my opinion not even as advisers
be permanently present at general syn-
ods. On the other hand the churches
have to acknowledge the place of the Col-
lege within their midst. To elaborate on
this last point, let me use an example that
has been written about lately in Clarion. |
think about the discussion concerning the
decision of the last synod with respect to
the appointment of professors and the
procedure involved. Both Rev. P. de Boer
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and Rev. W.W.J. VanOene wrote about
this matter. Both brothers made good
points but neither of them made the right
point. Rev. de Boer made the good point
that members of a General Synod are
ultimately responsible for the appointment
of professors at the Theological College
and that they therefore should be well-
informed. Rev. VanOene made the point
that appointments are being prepared
first of all by the Senate of the Theological
College and then by the Board of Gover-
nors and that the report to the General
Synod is the result of a proposal that has
been prepared by the Senate and Board
of Governors and that these brothers
should be trusted. That was a right point.
But it did not answer a basic question. If
the synod wants to have more information
beyond the written report of the Senate
and Board of Governors what does synod
have to do? Now the synod decided to
have the confidential report about pro-
posed professors sent to the delegates
one month before synod convenes. | think
indeed as Rev. VanOene indicated that it
is a dangerous path. That decision sounds
to me more like American ideals of de-
mocracy than according to Reformed
church order and | think that decision
should be revoked. Both brothers forgot
that there is a very simple solution. In the
past the principal of the Theological Col-
lege did all the preparatory work for a pro-
posal to the Senate and to the Board of
Governors and he drafted the report for
synod. The Synod of Winnipeg decided to
invite the principal of the Theological Col-
lege for very brotherly, friendly farewell
words to be spoken to him. But why did
that synod not simply ask that principal to
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be present at the appointments, to answer
guestions and to elaborate orally on all
the information that he had gathered?
Why should there not be in the future the
very simple rule that if there is an appoint-
ment to be made at the Theological Col-
lege also the senate will be represented
during the discussion? Why that fear in
the Canadian Reformed Churches of us-
ing the Theological College? This is only
an example. | also think of the fact that
the churches have used the professors as
deputies in important committees and
that they were often the men who wrote
the reports for the synods; but, they were
never invited or allowed to speak even
one word about their report to elucidate it
or to defend it in a General Synod over
against ill-informed counter-proposals.
We even had the situation that the sen-
tence that | spoke of earlier was being at-
tacked in the presence of the man who
had written it but he was not asked to
speak one word about that sentence! |
think that is a serious mistake. | would
urge the churches to use the professors
at the Theological College better in the
future than they have done in the last
twenty years.

Question: What attracted you to the
study of dogmatics?

Answer: The Lord God has led my
life in such a way that | have never want-
ed to be anything else than a minister of
the Word. | was attracted to the ministry
from my youth. Within the field of the
ministry there were two completely dif-
ferent fields that attracted me. The first
field was the field of mission. In my youth
| was very attracted to the field of mission
but | think that | did not have the practical
gifts of being a missionary so that | had
given up that idea. The second aspect
was that right from the beginning | was at-
tracted to study, particularly in dogmatics.
Especially two figures played a greal role.
In the first place the Rev. S.G. De Graaf,
one of “my’”’ ministers in Amsterdam
whom | regularly heard in his deep and
profound preaching of the Word of God
and his catechism preaching as it is now
to be seen for a part in his book Het Ware
Geloof. Rev. De Graaf who was also my
teacher in the Gereformeerd Gymnasium
and among other subjects, he introduced
me to dogmatics in a way that made me
very enthusiastic. In those years of my
gymnasium training starting in 1937 | also
came into contact with ‘‘De Reformatie”
and the articles of Dr. Klaas Schilder. |
was thrilled by the dogmatic expositions
of Dr. Schilder not only in ““‘De Reforma-
tie”’ itself in his polemics but also in the
weekly installments in which Schilder
wrote the first edition of his exposition of
the Heidelberg Catechism. So it was clear
right from the beginning that dogmatics
would be my favourite field of study. Con-



nected with my interest in classical lan-
guages and my interest in the study of
history it was especially the study of the
doctrine of the church in the early church
that drew my attention. In that respect |
differ from my teachers, both De Graaf
and Schilder.

Question: Why do you think that the
study of dogmatics is a necessary part of
the theological studies at our College?

Answer: | answered that question in
1974 by speaking at the College evening
about the significance of dogmatology for
the training of the ministry (published in
Essays in Reformed Doctrine). Dogmatics
brings together all the elements of the
theological study — a very important part
of the biblical studies, especially of ex-
egesis and of the history of God’s revela-
tion in the Old Testament and the New

Testament, the study of church history
and especially of the development of the
doctrine in the course of the centuries
within the church. If | think of the disci-
plines that are related to the office — the
diaconiological disciplines — then in or-
der to be a good preacher of the Word, we
have to have a clear insight into the cohe-
sion of God’s revelation and to know the
relations between the truths that God has
revealed in His word. It is precisely dog-
matics that gives us the feeling for that
cohesion and those associations and con-

nections within God’s revelation. It is.

clear that the preaching of the Word of
God according to the Heidelberg Cate-
chism needs a good training in Reformed
dogmatics. There has been a theologian
who compared the man of dogmatics to
the director of the orchestra and said that

he calls up, as it were, the violins of the
biblical exegesis, and then he calls up the
trumpets of the church history. He may be
the one who brings it into a beautiful sym-
phony in which all those other and very
important parts of theological study come
together, flow together into a symphony.
The symphony of dogmatics had the love
of my nonmusical heart.

Thank you Dr. Faber. We wish you
and your wife the blessing of the Lord in
your retirement, we are thankful for what
you have done for the College and so for
the churches these past two decades. We
wish you and your wife the blessing of
the Lord that you may continue to be a
blessing both for the College and for the
churches.

Interview with

By J. Geertsema

Question: Dr. Deddens, thank you for
allowing us this interview for Clarion. You
have written quite a number of articles for
Clarion and we appreciate it now that you
are almost departing from us that we can
still have this interview with you for the
special issue of Clarion about the College.
You have served the College and the
churches on this side of the Atlantic
Ocean for six years. As you look back on
these six years did you enjoy your work at
the College and in the midst of the church-
es in North America?

Answer: | enjoyed the work at the
College very much and also to be in the
midst of the churches in North America,
to give advice as professor of church poli-
ty. It was nice also that | could visit all the
churches and could speak or preach in all
the churches.

Question: When you look back how
would you characterize this period of your
life’s work?

Answer: | must say that it was more
or less the crown on my work as a min-
ister of the church as | served the church-
es for about 33 years before | came to
Canada. | also served the churches as a
missionary. So, this period was more or
less the finishing touch, a crown on my
work as a minister of the churches.

Question: So when you had to teach
diaconiology — the subject about the
work of the office-bearers and give advice

Dr. K. Deddens

to the churches — could you do so build-
ing upon your experience as a minister,
as a missionary, and as a member of the
committee in Holland for contact with
churches abroad?

Answer: Yes. Especially with regard
to diaconiology it was very profitable that
| could use that experience. More than
once | had to say in the lectures that it
was my experience that such and such
could be done better in this way than in
that.

Question: Can you tell us in a few
words about the importance of the sub-
jects you taught. Let us begin with ec-
clesiology.

Answer: Ecclesiology has to do in the
first place with church history. | went
through the whole church history within 3
years. | always thought it important to find
connections between all kinds of facts. |
kept in mind what my teacher K. Schilder
said that after the first three centuries no
new heresies were invented. Heresies
found later on in the church were ali varia-
tions on an old theme. So | always tried to
find connections between what happened
before and what is happening now, and
thus to see the line in church history, and
not just mere facts. In the second place,
there was also church polity. It is very im-
portant for the students to know the dif-
ferent systems of church polity, to em-
phasize the Reformed system and also

to know the Reformed church order. In
church polity you also had the opportunity
for practical applications. The students
had to make case studies. When they are
in the congregation later on they will ex-
perience all kinds of cases where they
have to solve the problems. | tried to do
that with them in a kind of workshop and
also in the lectures.

Question: Can you also tell us some-
thing about diaconiology?

Answer: Yes. Diaconiology is also
very important for the work of a minister.
We have in the first place homiletics, not
only the history of homiletics, to know
what homiletics actually is, but also the
sermon sessions. | must say that was al-
ways a weekly highlight. In the second
year the students had to deliver two ser-
mons, in the third year three, in the fourth
year four. Altogether they had to deliver
nine sermon proposals. These sermons
were criticized by the students and by
myself. This was a very helpful tool for the
training for the ministry.

In the second place the topic of litur-
gics, which was my favourite subject. Lit-
urgy has to do with the whole matter of
worship. The Reformed liturgy is so im-
portant. We have in our Reformed circles
a beautiful worship service.

Then in the third place catechetics.
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Dr. K. Deddens delivering a lecture.

In catechetics we discuss why it is so im-
portant to stress the confessions of the
church and to teach them to the young
people. | also taught how to teach. The
students had to do classroom work.

And finally poimenics, which deals
with counselling, and home visitation.
This deals with the work of the ministers
together with the elders.

Then there were the courses intro-
duction to diaconiology and public speak-
ing for the freshmen. It is good that we
now have at the College also the possibili-
ty of videotaping so that the students can
see themselves and learn from it.

Further, there is missiology (it be-
longs to diaconiology but it is a separate
subject).

It deals with mission (including home
mission) and the history of religions (Is-
lam, Buddhism and so on). The College
also offers a special advanced course for
training for missionaries. Four times this
course was given.

Finally there was also the Latin course
for the freshmen. It is important to know
Latin. Then you have access to, for in-
stance, Calvin and the authors of the first
centuries in the language in which they
wrote.

General speaking, especially diacon-
iology has to do with the practice of the
ministerial work in the church. | always
tried to show how important it is for a
minister to know not only the history of the

different subjects but also how to put

them into practice when you are a min-
ister of the church.

Question: You had to teach quite
a number of subjects. Now you retire
and go back to the Netherlands. Will the
churches there, the Lord willing, be able
to make use of your experience?

Answer: In the first place, they have
already been requesting pulpit supply.
There are also many vacancies in Hol-
land.

In the second place | have also been
asked to write more books and some
books are to be published in English, the
Lord willing.

| was also asked to act as chairman
of the GOV (Gereformeerde Omroep
Vereniging — Reformed Broadcast Soci-
ety). They transmit from Monte Carlo to
Cyprus in English, and to Hungary and
Czechoslovakia. They also tape in Papia-
mento, the language of Curacao, Aruba
and so on. They asked me to become
chairman because | am familiar with the
Papiamento language, as well as English.
I will have to do quite a bit of work here.
The work is different, of course, but | can
use my experience over the years. | was
asked also to go to Cyprus and to the
Philippines sometime in the future be-
cause of the need for more training for the
ministry.

We are thankful that you will con-
tinue to publish also in English.

Dr. Deddens, we thank you and your
wife and family for your time of service
here in our midst. We hope and wish that
the Lord may give you health and strength
so that indeed you can be of further ser-
vice in and for His kingdom and church in
this world.

Interview with

By J. Geertsema

Question: You have been teaching
now at our College for one semester.
What is your first impression about your
task here?

Answer: | have a broader task. When
| was teaching in Korea, | had only one
or two subjects, part of dogmatics and
part of Greek. Now | have more subjects.
The main subject is of course dogmatics
which is concerned with the doctrine of
the church. When we read Scripture do
we have all sorts of loose and separate
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Dr. N.H. Gootjes

elements, or do we have unity, structure?
Can we combine and understand it? That
is the concern of dogmatics. It is very ex-
citing to try to find the structure of the
Bible. | am not the first one to do so. It has
been done right from the beginning so
you will have to take into account the
whole history of dogmatics and also the
way this structure has found expression
in the confessions of the church. That is
at our College a special subject. So |
teach not only dogmatics but also sym-

bolics. Symbolics means that field which
studies the symbols, the confessions of
the church. Thus | have to study the old
confessions, the Apostles Creed, the
Nicene Creed and also the Reformed
Forms of Unity, the Belgic Confession,
the Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons
of Dordt.

Another field that | have to study and



to teach is ethics. This area is complete-
ly new to me. Other subjects include
philosophy and a general survey of theo-
logy. So you can see that | have my work
cut out for me.

Question: Although you have so many
subjects, did you set a goal for yourself
with the acceptance of your callinc © =
among us?

Answer: Not especially a goal for
Canada, different from Korea. The thing
that interests me the most and | think that
it would interest all dogmaticians is the
relation between Scripture and dogma-
tics. Your field is New Testament and ex-
egesis. | am a dogmatician. That does not
mean that we work in completely different
fields. What you as New Testament schol-
ars discover should be reflected in dog-
matics. But how? This is what interests
me. How can we develop and purify dog-
matics from the things we learn from ex-
egisis? Of course, | am not the only or the
first one to do this. This is already an old
tradition in Reformed churches. To begin
with, Bavinck did so by even quite a lot of
exegetical material in his dogmatics.
Then there is K. Schilder. One of his main
contributions to dogmatics was that he
always asked for the Scriptural proof and
then tried to decide what we should keep
and what we should not keep from tradi-
tional thoughts. This tradition of Bavinck
and Schilder went on in my teachers Prof.
L. Doekes and Prof. J. Kamphuis. It in-
terests me too. | hope to be able to show
how important exegesis is for dogmatics.
On the other hand | hope that the exe-
getes will see how important dogmatics is
for exegesis.

Question: | agree that there is a strong
relationship and that the two have to work
together — the dogmatician and the ex-
egete. You mentioned already a few times
the work that you did in Korea. Can you
tell us something about that period. How
was life in Korea for a European family?

Answer: We have always tried to live
within the Korean community. Especially
in the capital of Korea, Seoul, there are
special compounds where missionaries
live together. They do not live among the
Koreans. They live separately and they
only go out to teach or whatever they do
to work among the Koreans. They live
their own separate lives. We always tried
to live among the Koreans, to work to-
gether with them and to cooperate with
them. We even had Korean students liv-
ing in our house for eight years. They say
the Western world and the Eastern world
are different and it is true. | do not think
that we will ever be able to think as a
Korean. Also our whole social pattern is
different. So, in a sense it is hard to live
among the Koreans because their whole
way of life is so much different from ours.
On the other hand we had quite a number

of good friends who helped us and with
whom we worked together.
Question: Can you give an example
of that different social structure?
Answer: Yes. If a Korean invites you
for a meal you should not expect him to
invite you to his house. He will invite you

to a kind of restaurant, for traditionally the
houses were very small and you could not
very well receive a guest there, so that it
would be considered poor and cheap to
receive someone in the house. You have
to bring him to a restaurant and then they
tend to spend more money on you than
they can afford. You have to do it. You
have to honour the guest. It costs him
much money.

Question: Can you refuse knowing
these things?

Answer: No. The only thing you can
do is to say that you do not choose that
expensive dish because you like the
cheap one more.

Question: With respect to that life and
work in Korea, how was it for you as a
Reformed minister and teacher to work at
a Presbyterian seminary?

Answer: My situation was a bit pecu-
liar. | was not a minister in Korea. | was
still a minister of the Dutch Reformed
churches. But | was loaned to the semi-
nary of the Presbyterian churches in Korea
to teach. | liked teaching there especial-
ly with the different background. The
church has existed there for over eighty
years. Mission work started just over a
century ago. You can not expect them to
be as developed theologically as the
church in other countries. But it is a church

Dr. N.H. Goot/eé, visibly enjoying his new task.

where the people believe God’s Word
and they want to follow it. They love the
Word of God. They have suffered quite a
lot from persecution. Ministers died dur-
ing the Japanese occupation. Church
members died because they refused to
bow before idols. It is a strong church.

There was a colleague teaching there too.
When we taught something it was some-
times a surprise for them; they had not ex-
pected it. But you could always communi-
cate with each other on the basis of the
Word of God. And if they had not expect-
ed something and they asked why | said
what | did, they were willing to accept it if
| could explain it on the basis of the Bible.
So they are not shut in within their own
thought patterns; they are open on the
basis of the Word of God. Because of the
situation of the church in Korea, | had to
oppose Pentecostalism and Neo-Pente-
costalism (the largest and the quickest
growing church in the world is the Pente-
costal church in the capital, Seoul). There
is the feeling in the country that if you
want to be a successful church, a grow-
ing church, a developing church you have
to be a bit Reformed, Presbyterian, of
course, but also a bit Pentecostal. So they
feel the pressure from Pentecostalism
and wonder how much of Pentecostalism
they can adopt and use. | had to oppose,
and to bring in theological arguments why
we can not follow it. | had to study up on
the work of the Holy Spirit more than | had
to in Holland.

Thank you, Dr. Gootjes. We wish you
a good time here that you may be a bless-
ing for the churches here with your work.
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Meet Two Students!

John Van Woudenberg

John Van Woudenberg came to the
Theological College from Chilliwack, B.C.
this past fall. Besides his full-time preoc-
cupation of studying theology, his many
practical gifts have resulted in his becom-
ing the official handyman at the College
whenever light maintenance work needs
to be done.

Question: You have a degree in Sci-
ence (Animal Science — Agriculture).
What made you go from Science to Theo-
logy? What brought you to the College?

Answer: That's a good question. |
always had it in the back of my mind, but
must say that when | was in high school
and university, | did not think that | could

Question: It’s wonderful to have you
at the College. As you know there is quite
a shortage of ministers. What struck you
about the College when you first came as
a freshmen last fall? What were some of
your first impressions?

Answer: An immediate favourable
impression was the totally different at-
mosphere from what one experiences at
a secular university where one is con-
fronted with unbelief. In that sense it is
almost relaxing to come here! Also, at the
College there is much more of a one-to-
one relationship with the professors.

Question: Of course being small can
have not only advantages but also disad-
vantages. This year the freshmen class of
six was large for our standards. How was

Classroom scene.

handle the language requirements. After
| graduated from the University of British
Columbia, | started working for a feed
company. But, the thought of studying
theology did not leave me. | started taking
a German course and discovered that |
could handle it. From then on the desire
grew ever stronger to study for the min-
istry.
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life among the students? Was there much
interaction?

Answer: You get to know the stu-
dents quite well, some more than others.
Time constraints due to homework do
limit interaction though.

Question: Most students experience
quite an increase in workload once they
leave university and come to the College.

[ gather that is your experience as well.

Answer: Indeed, although | must say
that taking sciences the way | did, with ex-
tra courses, was a good preparation for
me, for the work load was considerable
too.

Question: Do you think it is worth it?

Answer: Certainly! You sure learn a
lot in a short time. You increase your
knowledge of Scripture very substantial-
ly very soon. The same applies to one’s
knowledge of the Confessions.

Question: The first year is in a sense
preparatory for the three years that follow.
What are your expectations for the future?

Answer: There won’t be as much
stress on the language work. I'm really
looking forward to studying other courses
and getting into theology proper.

Question: Are there any other com-
ments about the College which you would
like to make to those who read Clarion?

Answer: There’s a great need for
ministers right now. | would urge potential
students to consider studying at the Col-
lege. People should not think that by go-
ing to the College they somehow become
isolated from the rest of the world. This is
not at all true. The studies here are very
relevant to the real life questions and
needs faced by Christians in the world.

Alfonso D’Amore

Alfonso D’Amore came to us last
year from the Reformed Church of Italy at
Ischia (which is an Island off Naples).
Although he is an ltalian, he was born in
Canada. He is a member of the Free Re-
formed Church in Dundas.

Question: You come from Italy. Could
you tell us something about your back-
ground? Where did you study before you
came here?

Answer: In ltaly | studied for the nor-
mal five years at elementary school and
three years at middle school and five
years at classical grammar school. In ltaly
the grammar school is considered to be
one of the best and it gives access to all
university faculties.

At the university | studied political
science. It was not the proper choice. But
at that time | thought, as long as | get a
university degree before | study theology.
I had planned to become a minister may-



be in the Salvation Army so | did not pay
enough attention to the university faculty.
Then | met Rev. Atkinson. | had already
started a particular program at the univer-
sity so | could not change anymore. It
would not be good to lose any more time.

Question: But how come that you as
an ltalian came to study theology here in
Canada? Did that have something to do
with this Rev. Atkinson?

Answer: We are somehow connected
with the Free Reformed Church in Cana-
da especially because we are supported
by the church in Hamilton. We are almost
on the level of a sister church. | hope that
we will have a full sister relationship.
There was also the advantage that | was
born in Montreal and so as a Canadian
citizen | could have all the advantages liv-
ing here in Canada. My only problem at
the beginning was the language.

Question: That explains how you
came to Canada, but how did you happen
to know about our College.

Answer: | did not know about the Col-
lege, but my minister, Rev. Atkinson, said
it is a Reformed college. They have the
same background and you can trust that
whatever they will teach you is good.

Question: How do you like Canada?
How do you like studying here at the Col-
lege? Is studying here in Canada much dif-
ferent from studying in Italy?

Answer: | like Canada. It is complete-
ly different. The first days | was here |
almost had the impression that | had en-
tered a different world. Something so big
and the distances are so great. A person
really feels lost for the first few days, then
you get used to it. | also like the snow and
cold weather.

Concerning the studies, it is different.
| am used to a different approach. We
always have oral exams in university for
example. And it never happened to me
that you have to hand in papers to the
teacher so that they can check your home-
work and give it back the next day.

Question: But then if a teacher has,
say, sixty students in one class how does
he manage all those oral examinations?

Answer: For the grammar school the
average is usually thirty students per
class, but if there are exams of maybe
400 people the teacher has a number of
colleagues to assist him. And the exam is
very selective. If you are not able to pro-
perly answer the first question then you
are immediately out, there is not another
chance. | found that | was helped much
by the fact that | had a good memory.

Question: We are happy to have you
here. What do you plan to do when you
are finished? Do you plan to become a
minister here in Canada, or do you plan to
go back to Italy and work there? You could

The Library

By C. Van Dam

Holdings

In this short article | would like to tell
you something about the college library.
At the moment, it contains about 20,000
volumes. This seems like a large number,
but compared with other libraries, for ex-
ample, in Kampen, it is quite unpreten-
tious in size. We have books in English,
Dutch, German, French, Latin, and Afri-
kaans covering all areas of the curricu-
lum: Old and New Testament, (including
auxiliary disciplines like history, language,
archaeology, and geography), Dogmatics,
Ethics, Symbolics, philosophy, church
history, church polity, evangelistics, mis-
sions, homiletics, and liturgics. A rare
book collection contains old and valuable

also of course work among the ltalians
here in Canada. Could you tell us about
your plans.

Answer: Up to this moment my plan
is to go back to Italy and to do something
for the religious situation that is complete-
ly disastrous. Protestant churches, the
most popular such as the Methodist
church, the Pentecostal church or the
Baptist church no longer have any doc-
trinal background. Many of them know
the Heidelberg Catechism, for example,
but there is no evident application in a
religious life. Religion has become some-
thing that you have to consider sociolog-
ically. This happens also because many
ministers especially from the Methodist
church are members of the Communist
party and they portray a new kind of social
approach. Sometimes | have the impres-
sion that they look at the church as some-
thing that can tell the state what to do. |
remember that one day | was on campus
of the Methodist church and we had a ser-
mon which sounded more like a political
manifesto.

Question: So you plan to go back to
Italy . ..

Answer: . . . to fight. | do not have
precise plans but the Lord has led me up
to now and | am sure that He will continue
tolead me.

The Library. In the back there is a place for study and research.

volumes from as early as the 16th cen-
tury. Many of these have come from the
library of the late Dr. C. van der Waal
which we received. There are still several
thousand foreign language volumes from
the van der Waal collection which are not
yet catalogued, but which are accessible
by title and author

The college library subscribes to
slightly more than 150 periodicals and
journals in all the fields of study that are
taught at the College.

Because we cannot and do not have
everything in our Library, the city of Hamil-
ton was chosen as the site of the College
because of the proximity of McMaster
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University. We, therefore, have on micro-
fiche access to the catalogue of holdings
(since 1973) in McMaster University’s
Mill’s Library.

Cataloguing

At present the library uses two card
catalogues — one in Dewey classification
(which is an older system that is still found
in some public libraries) and one in library
of Congress classification (which is used
in university libraries). We are gradually
eliminating the Dewey catalogue, con-
verting all holdings to the library of Con-
gress classification which is more suitable
for a scholarly library. With this conver-
sion, library records are entered into a
computer. It is now possible for those us-
ing the library to call up information on
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books in the Library of Congress classi-
fication. Eventually the entire library will
be computerized. This means a consid-
erable saving of labour and material, and
thus of money, because a full card cat-
alogue with up to ten cards per book (ti-
tle, author, subject) no longer needs to be
printed, catalogued, and stored in cabi-
nets.

Library staff and volunteers

Although the principal of the college
serves as the Librarian, the real work of
cataloguing is done by a professional,
Miss Marian Van Til, B.A., M.A., M.L.S.,
who is the Associate Librarian. She works
on a part-time basis and we appreciate her
valuable services. Among her many and
varied duties, Miss Catherine Mechelse

also serves as Library Technician for
which she has formal training.
Volunteers from local congregations
give valuable assistance for the smooth
operation of the library. Currently Mrs.
Marsha Ostermeier and Mrs. Alice Schut-
ten give their much appreciated time and
talents for the benefit of our College.

The Women’s
Savings Action

Last, but not least, the Women’s
Savings Action should be mentioned.
This committee now provides all the fund-
ing for our library through their diligent ef-
forts of collecting funds from each con-
gregation. We are very grateful for the
vital contribution the many volunteers in
the congregations make by collecting




funds. Our library would be unimaginable
without their efforts!

Sometimes one hears the comment:
“Don’t they have enough books yet?”
and the suggestion is made to stop this
work. Although such a remark can be
understandable since we have about
20,000 books, yet, to stop now would be
a bad mistake. The task of buying books
and keeping up to date in the different
disciplines cannot stop. To give a simple
example, — who would go to a mechanic

who has not kept up-to-date with the de-
velopments in cars, or to a doctor who
does not know which medications are
available? Also at the College, we need
to keep up with the developments and
trends so that we can properly do our
work of equipping young men for the
ministry. There is indeed no end to ac-
quiring new books, while we have our
task in this the last age. A good and up-
to-date library is of utmost significance.
While the size of our library is very mod-

est by most standards, we are convinced
that the quality is high for we are careful
how we spend your money as given to us
by the Women’s Savings Action. Again
this year some important works have
been acquired as will be mentioned in the
Principal’s report in September.

We look ahead to the continued sup-
port of the sisters in the congregations, a
support that is deeply appreciated and of
vital importance.

Women’s Savings Action

This special issue of Clarion would be
incomplete without an article devoted to
the Women’s Savings Action. For those
who are perhaps unfamiliar with the his-
tory of this organization it may be good
to recount how the Women’s Savings Ac-
tion was established. Soon after the open-
ing of the Theological College in the fall
of 1969, delegates at a meeting of the
League of Women’s Societies in Ontario
decided to organize the Women’s Sav-
ings Actions for the College. This decision
followed a tradition started in the Nether-
lands after the Liberation in 1944 when
the library in Kampen had to be built up
again at the Theological College and a
women’s savings action was started.
When a similar action got underway in
Canada, Women’s Societies across the
country were invited to participate in this
venture, and representatives are now
found in virtually every congregation.

The funds collected by the Women’s
Savings Action have mainly been used to
build up the library; in fact, it is now the
only source of income for the purchase of

The library’s plaque.

A volunteer at work in the library.
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books for the College. Elsewhere in this
issue you can read how valuable a con-
tribution the Women’s Savings Action
makes in this regard. As well the Women'’s
Savings Action has financed the purchase
of a number of necessary teaching aids.
In 1984 they were able to make a very
substantial contribution towards the pur-
chase of the new College building.

In the beginning of this work for the
College, each family received a tin marked
“Women'’s Saving Action”’; some of the
older members of our congregations prob-
ably still use that same tin. Over the years
with inflation many families have simply
given a cash or cheque donation. We
have just now implemented a system
whereby each representative is authorized
to issue tax receipts to those who so de-
sire. Materially the Lord has blessed each
of us differently; whenever you are called
upon to make a donation be assured that
whatever amount you give, whether it be
a tin of change or a large cheque, it is
received with thankfulness. Let each and
everyone of us continue to work together
in this very important means of financial
support for our Theological College.

We are grateful that as women of the
church we are also able to participate in
the work of the College that men may be
trained in the ministry to preach the gos-
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Presently serving for the Women’s
Savings Action are:

chairman

Mrs. E. Mulder

1225 Hwy 5, R.R. #1
Burlington, ON

L7R 3X4
secretary treasurer
Mrs. J. Van Dam Mrs. C. Zietsma
642 Ramsgate Road 54 Como Place
Burlington, ON Hamilton, ON

L7N 2Y1 L9B 1Y4
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PRESS REVIEW

By C. Van Dam

Leeuwarden llI:

Relations with Churches Abroad

The ongoing Synod of our Dutch
sister churches has recently dealt with a
wide variety of issues concerning ecu-
menical relations which are of interest to
us. Because many of the topics dealt with
are also discussed in one form or another
in our circles, the main gist of the discus-
sion as reported in Nederlands Dagblad of
June 14 and 15, 1990, will be included.

Discussion on rules for relations
with foreign churches

The deputies for relations with church-
es abroad had proposed one single form
of sister-church relationship, although
they left open the possibility of entering
into a fraternal relationship with those
churches that did not want to enter a
sister relationship. The committee dealing
with this point at synod, however, pro-
posed that besides the normal sister-
church relationship, a further regulation of
sister-church relation would be made for

P
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Synod took place in the Church at Leeuwarden North, the Netherlands.

churches which could not yet accept all
the normal rules for full sister-church rela-
tion. From such churches no attestations
would be accepted and for ministers from
such churches the pulpit would not be
open. This committee also proposed not
to enter into a sister relationship with any
church that had an unacceptable contact
with other churches.

These committee proposals at synod
were extensively discussed and widely
opposed. Criticisms raised included the
following. If you recognize a church as a
true church, should you then not be con-
sistent and deal accordingly and not try to
take away a normal sister relationship
by all sorts of additional rules? The Re-
formed Churches (Liberated) sometimes
create the impression that they are some
sort of central bureau for all kinds of
churches over the whole world. Who are
we that we can impose all kinds of rules
on other churches?

%

Professors from the Theological Uni-
versity in Kampen were present as ad-
visors and also had input into this discus-
sion. Dr. J. van Bruggen wondered in how
far one must strive for unity when dealing
with foreign churches. He pleaded for a
more practical approach. A relationship
with a church that originated from Dutch
emigrants was indeed a very specific rela-
tionship of full unity. For the rest he, how-
ever, urged that we proceed from a model
of encouraging each other, rather than
judging each other. ““No church is per-
fect. Each has his own mistakes. We see
them with others and others see them
with us. Let us help each other to strive
for the good.” Dr. J. Douma warned
against adopting a lecturing tone over
against Presbyterian churches. Both of
these professors urged that one form of
sister-church relationship be adopted.

On the other hand, Dr. M. te Velde
thought that both the proposal of deputies
as well as that of the committee at synod
missed the key point. How many types of
relationships are desirable? He thought it
was idealistic to have only a sister rela-
tionship. The contacts are varied and
should not be forced into one particular
mould.

Different relations and
consequences

The complexity of the present situa-
tion was underlined by H. Hoksbergen
who noted (Nederlands Dagblad, June 15,
1990) that in reality there are four forms
of contacts. In the first place, there are the
emigrant churches in Canada, South Afri-
ca, and Australia. Secondly, one can
think of the churches that are the fruit of
Reformed mission work, such as in In-
donesia and Brazil. Thirdly, there are con-
tacts with Presbyterian churches in En-
glish-speaking countries, who have the
Westminster Confession. In doctrine they
are very similar to Reformed churches but
their church polity is different. Finally, one
can think of the young churches in the
third world, specifically, for example,
South East Asia and Zaire.

This diversity makes the setting of



common rules for all difficult. The first
category still thinks in Dutch Reformed
terms. This is often different in the case of
Presbyterian and third world churches.
Their church life has another background
or context. Even though there is clearly
the unity in Christ, the practical conse-
qguences of how to relate to each other as
different church bodies are not always
simple or self-evident. Hoksbergen cor-
rectly notes in this regard that neither
Scripture nor the Confessions give such
rules. This situation can lead to giving
each other more latitude in international
relations than one would be prepared to
give within one’s own church federation.
For example, in the Netherlands (and Can-
ada) the Reformed churches normally re-
quire an attestation from visitors so that
they can participate in the Lord’s Supper.
However, in Presbyterian Scotland a per-
sonal oral testimony suffices. There is
something to be said for both practices.
There is also something to be said against
both. This is a typical example of differ-
ences in which we should give each other
freedom as sister churches. Another ex-
ample Hoksbergen gives is the matter of
admitting ministers to the pulpit. The
criteria will be different in Reformed and
Presbyterian circles. We should leave

freedom in such matters when making
rules for sister church relations. More ex-
amples could be given, for instance, from
the third world. However, these sensible
comments from Hoksbergen are suffi-
cient to show that the matter of setting
responsible rules is quite intricate. After
all, one must not bind the other party
more than is necessary.

It is possible that some may say,
“Why bother with all these contacts?”
Hoksbergen correctly points out that such
contacts are very encouraging and en-
riching. Christ’s work continues all over
the world. We may know ourselves bound
to believers elsewhere. We may also of-
fer help and encouragement to these
brothers and sisters and receive the same
from them.

New rules

The Synod eventually decided to
have rules only for sister churches. The
temporary relationship of ecclesiastical
contact was scrapped since in practice it
did not appear to satisfy. This does, how-
ever, leave the problem of exactly how to
handle present relationships with foreign
churches that are not sister churches.

The rules which the synod decided
on for contact with sister churches abroad

REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

include the regulation to take mutual
heed that the sister churches do not devi-
ate from the Reformed faith in doctrine,
church polity, discipline, and liturgy. The
new rules also mention helping, encour-
aging, and sharpening each other to be
witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ in
word and deed in this world.

Among the provisions for exercising
the sister church relationship, the follow-
ing are also noteworthy. The churches
shall accept each other’s attestations and
the pulpits shall in principle be open to
each other’s ministers. With respect to
relations with a third party, the rules cau-
tiously state that the implictions of such a
relationship with a third party should be
carefully examined to ascertain the mean-
ing of such a relationship for the church
involved and to ascertain what impact this
relationship should have on the sister
relationship. The new rules also note that
in certain countries more than one church
or church federation can be recognized
as a true church of Jesus Christ. Thus the
possibility of having a relationship with
more than one church body in one coun-
try is not excluded.

Next time we hope to report on the
new sister-church relations initiated by
the Synod in Leeuwarden.

By R. Schouten

Summer is a time for walks in the
park, for hikes in the mountains, for base-
ball games against another congregation.
Summer brings us out into the world
again after the semi-hibernation of winter.
And even in a world that has grave en-
vironmental problems, there does remain
the dearest freshness deep down things.
We breathe the sweet air, laden with the
scent of the neighbour’s apple tree. We
watch the bluebirds build their nests.
Bees buzz. People walk on the street, en-
joying the evening breeze.

And every Sunday afternoon, Chris-
tian churches gather together in order to
profess their faith in “God the Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.”
We worship God because we know that
this rich summer world is Father’s world.
Everything in our lives depends upon our
knowledge of God as Creator. The further
articles of the Apostles’ Creed rest upon
this first statement about the Creator. Sin

Father’s World

and salvation have no meaning apart
from the fact of creation. Sin means the
distortion and pollution of creation. Salva-
tion means the restoration and glorifica-
tion of creation.

The Bible begins with the fact of cre-
ation. “‘In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.” Today a battle is
being waged in order to preserve this
scriptural truth. Evolutionary thinking
makes strong inroads even among so-
called Christians. And so it is right and
good that faithful believers emphasize the
truth of creation. The universe is not eter-
nal. Matter is not eternal. It had a begin-
ning. And life is not the product of chance.
We human beings are not cosmic acci-
dents — as evolutionary thinking implies.

But in the heat of the battle against
evolutionism | sometimes wonder if we
haven’t actually lost sight of the meaning
of our confession of God as Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Is

this a confession that in any way moves
us? We must realize that the Bible never
speaks of creation as simply a bare fact.
Creation is not an abstract idea. The Bi-
ble’s language about creation is always
joined to praise!

But can we praise God as Creator if
our eyes are not wide open to the Crea-
tion? Our Belgic Confession speaks of the
two ways along which we can know God.
These ways are the creation and the
Scriptures. In Article Two, we confess that
the universe is before our eyes as “‘a
most beautiful book, wherein all crea-
tures, great and small, are as so many let-
ters leading us to perceive clearly the in-
visible qualities of God, namely, His eter-
nal power and deity. . . ."’

It should be stressed that Article Two
is speaking about a believer. It is the be-
liever who knows God through creation.
Unbelievers don’t even want to know God.
They remain unmoved by the Song of
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Creation. God transmits His glory through
created things, but the unbeliever is not
tuned in to this broadcast. He can’t hear
it and he can’t see it. Of course, the prob-
lem is not with the broadcast. On, the
contrary, the message is loud and clear.
The problem is with the sinner who closes
his heart and mind against God. God
made man good and upright, able to hear
and see, but man has hardened himself
in sin.

John Calvin often said that only
through the spectacles of Scripture do we
begin to understand and appreciate the
book of creation. If you give a beautiful
book to an old man with dim eyes, he
won’t be able to read it. But if you give
him the right kind of glasses, he will see
and read and enjoy.

In a similar way God unplugs our
ears and gives us the right kind of glasses
so that we truly see and hear. The Holy
Spirit gives us new minds, new eyes and
new ears so that we can tune in to the
broadcast of creation which declares the
Creator’s glory.

Are you listening? Do you hear the
heavens telling the glory of God and the
universe proclaiming His handiwork (Ps.
19:1,2)? This is a speech which no un-
believer can hear! Do you hear the babies
chanting the glory of God (Ps. 8:1)? Have
you ever really seen the sun, coming forth
like a strong athlete from the starting
blocks (Ps. 19:5)? Did you watch as the
warm sun urged new growth from the
ground, as empty brown patches of soil
became riotous displays of colour? With
David, did you ever praise God for the fact
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that you yourself are fearfully and wonder-
fully made (Ps. 139:14)? What a piece of
work, indeed, is man! Did the first pink
glow of a summer dawn ever remind you
of Psalm 104? There we read that the in-
visible God dresses Himself with light as
with a garment! (vs. 2).

The point of all these and many,
many more passages is that creation
manifests God. Sure, the unbeliever is
blind to this revelation. In fact, the natural
mind of man is far more inclined to wor-
ship the creature. Only the mind of the
spirit leads us from the creature to the
Creator. Through the Spirit we get the
Biblical eyesight and insight we need to
see the glory of God in creation.

Through Christ, who restores us to
real humanity, we start to realize again
that the world is like a great theater. You
go to a theater to see a show. Well, the
world is a never-ending show. In Christ,
we learn to see and to love this show. It
delights us with its variety. We start acting
like little children going to the zoo for the
first time. They gape at the neck of the
giraffe; they are amazed at the mouth of
the hippopotamus. The ludicrous barking
of the monkeys delights them. The child
sees everything freshly. To the child ev-
erything is equally fantastic and delight-
ful.

Well, we all ought to be more like
children. We ought to be surprised at the
miracle of the commonplace. We live in
Father’s beautiful world. It is singing a
song of praise to Him. And the world is in-
viting us to join in. It declares God’s glory
and it wants us to join in this declaration!

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

How often don’t we shortchange God
by our duliness, by the feebleness of our
perception, by our failure to see His wis-
dom. When God had finished His work,
He said that everything was very good.
But God wants us to share in this admira-
tion. He wants to be praised for His works.

I think we all have to learn to see the
world afresh as the theater of God’s glory.
Christians should be very interested in the
world. Christians should be the most en-
thusiastic scientists and artists and bakers
and builders. For in every trade or profes-
sion, Christians realize that they are busy
in and with the creation of the Lord God Al-
mighty. He made the atom, He designed
the landscape, He created wheat, He
formed the tree from which came the
wood. And He made man in His own im-
age so that, as His own representative,
man might love and care for this creation,
and bring out its many possibilities.

It's important that we love and know
the world in which we live. Nobody can
know all. Sometimes we have to restrict
our areas of interest and investigation.
But pray for a sensitve spirit and a dis-
cerning eye, a receptive ear, so that you,
too, can be carried along by the planet’s
praise.

We live in Father’s World. If we know
Him as Father in Christ, we will grow in
sensitivity and appreciation in His works.
But if we refuse to believe in and to give
our lives to Christ, we will be increasing-
ly alienated from the Creator. And, in-
stead of swelling in praise, our hearts will
shrink and perish.

Many young people live highly artifi-
cial lives. Instead of living in harmony with
creation, they distort creation by means of
drug abuse, illicit sex, debased music and
literature, perverse language, abusive-
ness toward teacher and parent. Their
hearts don’t beat in harmony with the
beautiful world in which they live. Instead
of admiring and praising God’s works,
they idolize the distortions of these works
in unbelieving culture.

It may look attractive. And for a while,
it's fun. But then the emptiness sets in.
The freshness of life disappears. People
wither away.

You can avoid that sad discovery by
remembering your Creator in the days of
your youth. You can avoid the tragedy of
modern youth by studying the wisdom of
your God in the created world.

Enjoy the show in this great theater.
Enjoy created life. For wherever you cast
your eyes in whatever field of learning,
you will find that there is not one spot in
the universe which does not display the
glory of your God and King. Life is a pa-
rade, a never-ending pageant, a continu-
ous spectacle of God’s glory. Enjoy it!
And don’t forget to sing along!



Rethinking Redemptive-Historical

Interpretation

By N.H. Gootjes

We are discussing the question how
to relate historical events recorded in the
Bible to our lives. We concluded by giving
four examples of application of a historical
text: bigamy is all right, long hair is dan-
gerous, one must not live in luxury, and us-
ing a dialect should be discouraged.

The mistake in these applications

Most Christians (would it be too op-
timistic to say: all Christians?) would
agree that the examples of application
given in the preceding article, are wrong.
But where did the train run off the rails?
The mistake was not, as in the case of the
historical details, that there was actually
no application for today. For in this case
the stories of Scripture were used as
something profitable for teaching, re-
proof, etc. What was mentioned were
very practical things concerning marriage
and lifestyle. If we are convinced that this
kind of application is wrong, we have to
find the reason for it, in order to avoid this
wrong type of application everywhere.

First of all it should be pointed out
that the presented applications all go
against the goal of the Scripture passage
from which they were taken. It is true that
Jacob had two wives, and that he even
had concubines. But Genesis 29 neither
agrees with it nor does it hold up this
situation for us as a good example for our
marriages. The situation was caused by
the deception of father Laban and the
wish of Jacob to marry his beloved Rachel
anyway. Actually the rivalry and the fight-
ing that was going on in the house of
Jacob do not exactly make this marriage
of Jacob the prototype of successful
bigamy.

But all this does not belong to the
goal Scripture has in recording this story
for us. God is telling us in this part of the
Bible about the origin of His chosen peo-
ple of Israel. This nation cannot be proud
of its ancestry. Their origin lies in cheating
and greed. But God used the fraud of a
father-in-law and the strife between two
sisters about who could produce most
sons, to build His Old Testament church.
He in this irregular way gave many sons

(and daughters, Gen. 46: 7, 15) to Jacob
and thus began to establish the nation He
had promised to Abraham. In other words,
the bigamy of Jacob is recorded in Scrip-
ture not as an example (either positive or
negative) for marriage, but to show that
the church is not the result of human ef-
fort, but only the work of God who, even
through sinful human actions, fulfills His
promise to Abraham.

The story of Absalom’s death is not
meant to be a warning against a certain
hairstyle. The point is that Absalom re-
belled against the anointed king and dis-
obeyed God’s ordinances. God showed
this in the way Absalom died. Absalom
was not taken prisoner by someone on
the battlefield; without man’s doing Ab-
salom was trapped in the boughs of a
tree. In this way God showed that He pro-
tects His anointed king.

Next, the food and clothes of John
are not mentioned in Scripture as an ex-
ample to stimulate us to eat and dress
likewise. There is no trace in the text of a
command like: Do as John the Baptist
did. If it were really important for Chris-
tians today to follow John’s example, it
would have been a part of his sermon.
But even though a summary of John'’s
preaching is preserved in Scripture, in
which several very practical applications
are mentioned (Luke 3:10-14), a warning
against a luxurious lifestyle is missing. As
a matter of fact, John the Baptist was

wearing desert clothes, and eating desert
food. He showed in dress and food that
he was the one who in the wilderness had
to prepare the way of the Lord (Is. 40:3;
John 1:23). In other words, food and
clothes belong to John’s unique calling to
announce the coming Messiah, and are
not a general protest against luxury.

It is clearer than daylight that the
story of Peter’s denial of Jesus is not a
story about the dangers of using dialect.
This part of history shows the fulfilment of
Jesus’ prophecy that all disciples would
deny Him. Even Peter did not dare to
follow Him on the road of His suffering.
Jesus Christ had to suffer all alone, and
it looked as if His careful work of prepar-
ing the New Testament church in His dis-
ciples was a complete failure. Even His
staunchest disciple failed Him. The denial
of Peter was, seen in this light, part of
Christ’s suffering.

The first answer to the question why
the applications given above are wrong,
is therefore that they do not fit in with the
goal of the text. The Author of the Bible
had something else in mind when He had
these stories recorded. This leads im-
mediately to the next question: What then
is the goal God has in making known to
us the stories recorded in the Bible? That
goal can be summarized in a few words:
It is to tell us of God’s redemptive work.
The basic reason why the examples dis-
cussed above were not satisfactory is that
the stories were not seen as a record of
God’s redemptive history.

Redemptive history

What then is this redemptive history?
As a short description the following may
serve: Redemptive history is God’s gigan-
tic rescue operation spanning all cen-
turies to save His people from their sins
and the punishment which followed it.
This redemptive history has two focal
points: God who saves and man who
needs salvation. When man through sin
had become corrupt, God did not leave
him in his sin but went out to him. God
told Satan in man’s hearing that the seed
of the woman would fight and finally over-
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come him (Gen. 3:15). Since that time
God works in this world to fulfill this prom-
ise. God will continue to do His salvation
work till the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

This redemptive history is a unity.
This unity stems first of all from God. One
God is performing the work of redemp-
tion. He made the plan of salvation before
the creation of the world (Eph. 1:4ff.,
1 Peter 1:20). During the Old and the New
Covenant the same God is giving Himself
to His people and saving them (Gen. 17:1,
Mark 12:26). He also announced redemp-
tive history as a unity (Gen. 3:15).

The unity of redemptive history is
also visible in the Christ. He has laid the
foundation for our salvation in His suffer-
ing and death, and has brought to light
full salvation in His resurrection. The be-
lievers of the Old Testament could not
receive salvation without Christ, and we
who live now while Christ is no longer
amoung us, can only be saved through
Him.

The third mainstay in the unity of
redemptive history is faith. Already in the
Old Testament, God in guiding His peo-
ple showed that they could trust Him, and
He required faith. The New Testament is
no different. This is why Abram’s faith can

be the example of faith for New Testa-
ment believers (Rom. 4:19ff.).

Also the final goal of redemptive his-
tory is the same for all. The believers of
the Old Testament did not just expect
earthly blessings, they expected the new
Jerusalem (Hebr. 11:10, 16). We today
are looking forward to the same goal of
history, the restoration of this perverted
world.

Redemptive history is a unity, but at
the same time it saw a number of impor-
tant changes. We can distinguish different
periods. The central period is no doubt
the time that Jesus Christ came into this
world to live, teach, suffer, die, and live
again. The preceding time can be divided
into two periods. There is first the period
from the beginning of sin until Abram;
during this time God worked salvation in
the whole world. This was followed by the
period from Abram to John the Baptist;
during this time God concentrated His
redemptive work on Abram and his off-
spring. The time after the ascension of
Jesus Christ can also be divided into two
periods. First the period of the apostles,
in which became visible the difference
Christ’s work made for church life. Finally
the period after the apostles, in which we
are living now.

ETTER TO THE EDITOR
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The changes are connected with a
difference in the scene of action where
God performs His redemptive work. This
first took place in the whole world. Then
it concentrated on Canaan, beginning
with Abram and continuing until the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. But since Pente-
cost, God’s redemption is again going out
with power into the whole world.

There is also a difference in second-
ary promises. The main promise is of
course the same: communion with God
on the basis of the redemptive work of
Jesus Christ. But for the patriarchs this
promise was connected with a promise of
a son. It is important for the believers to-
day to realize that God did not promise
sons (or children, for that matter) to every-
one in the church. Later the people of
Israel received the land of Canaan by way
of a special promise. It was a kind of guar-
antee for the fulfilment of God’s promise
of salvation. The New Testament church
does not have a country promised to
them. The New Testament believers how-
ever receive the Holy Spirit in a sense in
which He was not given to the Old Testa-
ment church.

Another difference concerns the of-
fices. In the period preceding Christ the
offices of prophet, priest, and king ap-
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peared gradually. During the first period
after Jesus Christ’s ascension God gave
apostles and prophets in the church. But
we also see gradually appearing the of-
fices we have now: deacon, elder, min-
ister. This is connected with a gradual in-
crease in the content of revelation, until
this replacement of prophets by ministers
and elders heralded a new era, without
any further increase in the content of
revelation.

Besides the basic unity of redemp-
tive history and the differences that have
occurred in the course of this history, one
more aspect should be noted. It is the fact
that not everything that ever happened in
redemptive history has been recorded in
the Bible. To follow our division in five
periods, the Bible narrates only a few
things about the first period. A history of
thousands of years from sin entering in-
to this world up to Abram is recorded in
only eight chapters (Gen. 3-11). The his-
tory of Abram and his family, leading to
the history of the people if Israel, is rel-
atively well documented, but here too
several gaps can be noted. About the life
of Israel in Egypt and about the last cen-
turies before Christ’s birth we have al-
most no records in Scripture. Again, Scrip-
ture covers the important redemptive acts
that occurred in the first century A.D. But
nothing is recorded about the progress in
the following centuries.

When we say that Scripture in its
historical parts describes the history of
redemption, this cannot mean that the
whole of redemptive history can be found
in Scripture. Redemptive history begins
with God calling Adam after his sin, and
will not end till Jesus Christ returns. But
the Bible records of this great history only
so much of the crucial moments and the
progress as we need to know.

Moralizing and psychologizing

Everyone who has really read Scrip-
ture will agree that its historical parts tell
the story of God’s redemptive history. But
the strange thing is that, as soon as the
historical parts are used for teaching,
repoof, etc. this character of Scripture is
forgotten and redemptive history ignored.
When it comes to applying the stories to
our situation, suddenly not God and His
redemptive work, but man and his life
take centre stage. This results in two
ways of explanation which we can call:
moralizing and psychologizing.

Moralizing concentrates on man’s
behaviour. When Scripture tells us about
a person doing something good, this is
used as an example to follow; when it
speaks about someone doing wrong this
is used as an example to warn against
sin. To give some instances of this ap-
proach: Just as Jonathan helped his
friend David along (2 Samuel 20), we too

have to help our friends. Or the opposite:
We should not persecute someone as
king Saul persecuted David.

This kind of approach often has a
reward system connected with it. Then
the events recorded in Scripture are used
to show that good behaviour will be re-
warded, while bad behaviour will be pun-
ished.

The other approach is psychologiz-
ing. This method concentrates not so
much on the outward action as well as on
the inward state of man, his feelings and
experiences. To give again some exam-
ples: Just as David was sad when he saw
his city Ziklag destroyed (1 Samuel 30:4),
we, too, as believers have our sad ex-
periences. And in the same way as David,
when he had to flee for Absalom, received

food and other support from Barzillai (2
Samuel 17:27ff.) so our faith too will
receive unexpected relief even in sad
times.

What to think of this way of applying
the stories? Here Scripture is not used
just to get some historical information
without any application. There is a clear
message for our lives. Also it is not a
message that has nothing to do with faith;
the relation of the event to faith is made
clear. But there is yet another important
question to be answered: Are these appli-
cations in accordance with the goal of
Scripture in its historical parts?

Next time we hope to show why this
approach, however attractive the applica-
tions may seem, does not do justice to
Scripture. — to be continued
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OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

Hello Busy Beavers,

Let’s start with Busy Beaver Laura Aasman’s poem and
picture about

SUMMER

Summer’s here

And school is out!

Children

are playing all about.

| love to play

with my friend,

And I'm glad that | can!

And to me

It's very clear

That I'm glad summer’s
HERE!

HOLIDAY STORIES

“‘A couple of days ago we went to a place where dolphins
and sea lions and some other animals are. It is called Atlantis.
It was nice watching the dolphins. One lady was pushed by
her heels by two dolphins right into the air about four or five
metres high. There were three little baby dolphins as well with
their mother. It was really nice to see them do all sorts of other
tricks. | cannot mention them all. A day before we went to Atlan-
tis, we went to Perth, the big city. We went to a big museum
there and an art gallery and an old jail. We had a look around
the other shops there, too. It is quite a long train ride there.
It is a three-quarters of an hour drive.”

by Busy Beaver Nellie Bosveld

“Once upon a time there was a @ who lived in a red

A . twas a holiday from school. He got aride on a Cib'i).
It was fun to see the world. He went through the &3 . It
looked like { "3 when you look down you can see @7

That is what it looked like.
by Busy Beaver Aileen Feenstra
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FROM THE MAILBOX

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Suzanne
Schouten. We are happy to have you join us. Are
you enjoying doing things this summer, Suzanne?
Will you write and tell me your birthday, please?
Then | can include you in our birthday list.

A big “Hello” to last year’s Grade Three at Smithville’s
John Calvin School. Thank you for your letter. | love “‘com-
municating’’ with all my nieces and nephews! | would like to
hear from you which part of your ““‘Communication’ study you
liked best, and also what you are doing to enjoy your summer
holidays. How do you like today’s puzzles? Bye for now.

Were Calico’s kittens cute, Jessica De Haas? And how
is your dog doing? And what are you doing to keep busy these
holidays, Jessica? Have you entered our Summer Quiz con-
test? Write again soon!

Quiz Time !

‘“CODE”
by Busy Beaver Arlene Winkelaar

A-1 B-2 C-3 D-4 E-5 G-6
H-7 1-8 J-9 L-10 M-11 N-12
0-13 R-14 S-15 T-16 W-17 Y-18
16 7 8 15 8 15 16 7 5
4 118 16 7 1 16 16 7 5
101314 4 7 115 111 4 5 17 5

17 8 1010 14 5
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‘““SQUARE-OFF”’
by Busy Beaver Marlaine Vanderhorst

Please find 18 words going clockwise around the
square-off.
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Have you sent in your entry for the Summer Quiz Contest?
Do it soon!

I’'m looking forward to your letters!

Love,
Aunt Betty

With thankfulness to the LORD, the
Giver-and Preserver of life, we are
pleased to announce the birth of
our eighth child, a son:

JOEL WILLIAM

Born July 4, 1990

A brother for Arlene, Brendan
Clinton, Duane
Miranda, Braden and
Katelyn

Jack and Wilma Toet

18 Gardner Cove (nee Raap)
Winnipeg, MB R2C 4X8

With thankfulness to God for grant-
ing us another covenant child, we
wish to announce the birth of

CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL

Born June 29, 1990
A brother for Timothy
Con and Anita Bartels

RR 3
Wainfleet, ON LOS 1VO

With thanks to the Lord, we an-
nounce the birth of our second son,

BRETT ANDREW

Born July 8, 1990
A brother for Tyler
His joyful parents,
Bill and Jennifer Bergsma

106 Primrose Lane
Chatham, ON N7L 4N7

We thank and praise our heavenly
Father who has richly blessed us
with another covenant child. We
named him:

JEREMY TYLER

Born June 27, 1990

A brother for:
Cynthia, Thomas, and Justin

John and Henrietta Froma
(nee Marissen)

With thankfulness to the Lord
who has entrusted us with His
covenant child, we are pleased to
announce the birth of our first child,
a daughter

LYNDSAY JOHANNAH

Born June 20, 1990

Ted and Lynda Schouten
(nee Van Middelkoop)

22 Peel St. N.
St. Marys, ON  NOM 2V0

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again,
I will say, rejoice.
Phil. 4:4

With great joy and thankfulness to
our heavenly Father, the Giver of
life, we are happy to announce the
birth of our precious daughter:

AMBER MICHELLE

Born on June 19, 1990
A sister for: Sarah, Jesse, Candace
and Carissa

Ben and Diana Bouwman
(nee Hartman)

Burlington, ON

With great thankfulness to our cov-
enant God who has richly blessed
us with another healthy child, we
joyfully announce the birth of our
son,

CHRISTOPHER JOHNATHAN

Born July 4th, 1990
A brother for Melissa and Loretta
Rick and Debbie Feenstra
(nee Jager)

RR 1
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

The LORD has richly blessed
us with the birth of our second
daughter,

AMBER LIA

Born June 12, 1990

Albert and Sylvia Gelderman
(nee ten Haaf)

A sister for Neal, Jonathan, Lindsay
and Robert

3652 Old Clayburn Road, RR 9
Abbotsford, BC V2S 6B7

FEE@EEEE——«EE:%

We thank and praise the Lord for
entrusting us with another child.
We named our fourth son:

BRIAN HENDRIK

Born June 30, 1990

A brother for Philip, Michael, and
Stanley

Solke and Gertrude De Boer
(nee Gelderman)

7082 Barkley Drive
Delta, BC VA4E 1T6
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We thank the Lord for His precious

gift of a healthy son:
THOMAS JAMES

Born May 4, 1990
A brother for Kennedy Jacqueline
Ken and Janice Riemersma

380 Brock Avenue
Fergus, ON N1M 2T7

June 5, 1990
Box 982

With joy and thankfulness to the
Lord for bringing us together, we
announce our engagement,
IRENE GRITTER
and
MARK OOSTENBRUG

Picture Butte, AB TOK 1VO0

With great joy and thankfulness to
God, we
NANCY KORTEN
and
GLEN VANDERVELDE

announce our engagement.
June 8, 1990

RR 2
St. Anns, ON  LOR 1YO

y

We thank and praise our heavenly

Father who has entrusted to us COPY
another one of His covenant chil- DEADLINES
dren. Her name iIs Announcements/

Advertisements
BRITTANI ANN

No. 18 — August 14

Born on June 26, 1990 (Mail — August 24)

A sister for Leon and Tessa

No. 19 — August 28

Bert and Henriette Heetebrij
(Mail — Sept. 7)

(nee Winter)

39451 #3 Road, RR 4

Abbotsford, BC V2S 4R4 No. 20 — Sept. 11

(Mail — Sept. 21)

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Witteveen request the honour of your
presence at the marriage of their daughter

CAROL ANNE
to
RANDY LEE VANDER MOLEN

son of Leota Vander Molen. The ceremony will take place,
D.V. Friday, the seventeenth of August nineteen hundred
and ninety at seven-thirty in the evening. American
Reformed Church, 8868 Northwood Road, Everson,
Washington.

Standing reception to follow.

With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. G. Ravens-
bergen and Mr. and Mrs. J. Janssens wish to announce
the marriage of their children

JANINE ELIZABETH
and
ROBERT GLEN

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on Friday,
September 14, 1990 in the Canadian Reformed Church
at Smithville.

Rev. D.G.J. Agema officiating.
Future Address:

RR 7, Hwy 79
Watford, ON NOM 2S0

Desiring God’s will for their lives, we Dr. and Mrs. Gary
Veenman wish to announce the marriage of our eldest
daughter,

MARCELLA LYNN
and
ANDREW RICHARD

son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mulder. The ceremony will
take place, the Lord willing, on Saturday, August 18, 1990
at one-thirty in the afternoon in the Canadian Reformed
Church of Orangeville, Ontario.

Rev. W. den Hollander officiating.

Future address:
B20-427 Victoria Rd. N.
Guelph, ON
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With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. B. Vander-
zwaag and Mr. and Mrs. R. Jager are pleased to an-
nounce the marriage of their children,

ELIZABETH JOAN
and
KENNETH STEPHEN

The ceremony took place on July 20, 1990 in the Cana-
dian Reformed Church of Smithville.

Rev. D.G.J. Agema officiated.

RR 1
Caistor Centre, ON LOR 1EO
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With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. Martin
Kampen and Mr. and Mrs. lzak Vanderee wish to an-
nounce the forthcoming marriage of their children

NICOLE ANDREA VANDERLAAN
and
NORMAN RAYMOND

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on Satur-
day, August 18, 1990, at 2:30 p.m., at the Burlington
Christian Reformed Church.

Rev. J. Mulder officiating.

Future address:
641 Cumberland Avenue
Burlington, ON  L7N 2X4
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With thankfulness to the Lord who has brought us to-
gether, we

RENEE ANN
and
JAMES HERBERT THEODOOR
together with our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gary Dick and

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Kobes, wish to announce our forth-
coming marriage.

Ceremony to take place D.V. on August 18, 1990, at 12:30
p.m. in the Canadian Reformed Church at Chilliwack.
Rev. M.H. VanLuik officiating.

Our new address:

51066 Yale Road E.

Rosedale, BC VOX 1X0
Phone: 794-3427

1
With thankfulness to our Father, who brought us together,

we,

GEERTRUIDA (TRUDY) 'T HART
and
ANDREW LINCOLN BERGSMA

together with our parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. 't Hart and Mr.
and Mrs. A. Bergsma announce that we will be married,
D.V., on August 17, 1990 at 2:00 p.m. in the Langley
Canadian Reformed Church building.

Rev. J. Visscher officiating.

Future Address:

204 5224-204 Street
Langley, BC V3A 121

Psalm 33, Verse 18

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear Him, on
those whose hope is in His unfailing love.

With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. M. Vanden-
bos and Mr. and Mrs. K. DeJonge, wish to announce the
forthcoming marriage of their children

JACQUELINE HELEN

to
HENDRIK

Ceremony will take place, D.V., on Friday, August 31,
1990 in the Cornerstone Canadian Reformed Church,
Hamilton, Ontario.

Rev. Cl. Stam officiating.

8175 English Church Road
Mt. Hope, ON LOR 1WO
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1965 — August 14 — 7990

Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in
His ways! Ps. 128:1 ﬂ

With praise to our heavenly Father, we joyfully announce
the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents:

TEUN VANDERVEN I
and
ATIE VANDERVEN (nee Schelling)

May the Lord continue to bless and keep them. Their
grateful children:

Willem and Linda
Helen and Mick TenHaaf (Kelmscott, Aust.)
Margret
Nichol
Amanda
Adriana
Andrew
Christina

29 Lorraine Drive m
Hamilton, ON L8T 3R8
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71940 — Sept. 3 — 1990

With thanks to our heavenly Father for innumerable bless-
ings we announce the 50th Wedding Anniversry of

PIETER AND HILLIGJE SCHOLTENS

All of our parents’ friends and relatives are invited to an
open house on Saturday, Sept. 8, 1990 from 2-4 p.m.,
to be held at Rehoboth Canadian Reformed Church, 1225
Highway 5, Burlington, Ontario
Best Wishes Only Please

Their thankful children and grandchildren

r
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1950 — September 5 — 1990

Luke 10:42
... one thing is needful. Mary has chosen the good por-
tion, which shall not be taken away from her.

With great thankfulness to the Lord and joy in our hearts
we wish to announce the 40th Wedding Anniversary of
our dear parents and grandparents

DERK
and
CHRISTINA JANTINA DE BOER (nee Karssies)

Their thankful children and grandchildren:

Peter and Rita de Boer
Derrick, Belinda, Bradley, Christopher and Peter
Jim and Margaret Dykstra
Harold, Jennifer, David, Randy, Ken and Richard
Harry and Marian de Boer
David, Lisa, Karen, Kevin and Shery!
Karl and Maureen de Boer
Scott and Michael
Harry and Martha de Gelder
Dan, Brian, Cindy and Becky
Douwe and Liz Agema
Christa, Pete and Monica
Al and June de Boer
Steven and Anthony
Charlie and Sonja de Boer
Jesse and Cody
Debbie de Boer
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1965 — August 7 — 1990

With thankfulness to the Lord, we hope to celebrate the
25th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents:

NICK AND ELLA VANDOOREN (nee Dykema)

Burlington, ON: Susan and Rick Buist
Waterdown, ON: Connie and Rob
Kim and Henry
Melanie

19 Niska Drive
Waterdown, ON LOR 2H1

1960 — July 29 — 1990

. . . For great is His steadfast love toward us.
Psalm 117:2

With thankfulness to the Lord, we are pleased to an-
nounce the 30th Wedding Anniversary of our wonderful
parents and grandparents

HUGO PILON
and
SHIRLEY PILON (nee Ludwig)

Toronto, ON: Ron Pilon
Fred and Marilyn Pilon
Jennifer Pilon
Orangeville, ON: George and Frances Overbeek
Ashley
Toronto, ON: Wilma Pilon

253 Drewry Avenue
Willowdale, ON M2M 1E3

THE
Family Christian
Bookstore

750 Guelph Line
(Opposite the Burlington Mall)
Burlington, Ontario
L7R 3N5
Phone: (416) 637-9151
Thurs. and Fri. till 9 p.m.

NEEDED
COMMITTED CHRISTIANS (FAMILIES)

Covenant Canadian Reformed Church in Lr. Sackville

needs more members. Move to beautiful Nova Scotia. En-
joy the relaxed Maritime way of life. Affordable housing.
Numerous business and employment opportunities. For
further information call:

Bob Oderkirk
(902) 865-8868

Ferenc Stefani or
(902) 835-5096

or write: Ferenc Stefani, 16 Locke Street
Bedford, Nova Scotia B4A 1N1

MANY OPPORTUNITIES!

Approximately 3 years ago there appeared an advertise-
ment in this magazine regarding the viability of beginning
a Canadian Reformed Church in the Owen Sound area.
Since that time the Ray Kruisselbrink and Rudy
Wildeboer families have moved to this area, both settling
on the south west side of Owen Sound.

The area, including Owen Sound, Tara, Chesley, and
Port Elgin, continues to grow as people move in from the
urban areas taking advantage of much lower housing/
farm prices and increased job opportunities.

For these reasons we would like to assist, in whatever
way we can, other Canadian Reformed families interest-
ed in moving to this area.

Please call or write:

Ray Kruisselbrink or Rudy Wildeboer

RR #3 RR#1

Tara, ON NOH 2N0O Paisley, ON NOG 2NO
(519) 934-2608 (519) 363-6684




