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EDITORIAL

By J. Geertsema

Grieving

Regularly advertisements appear in the papers, also in our
magazine,’in which the death of a loved one is made known.
Death leaves an empty place. It means the loss of one who
was, and still is, held dear. Sometimes, when death is pre-
ceded by a longer or shorter time of intense suffering, death
can be considered as deliverance. It is the end of all the trou-
ble and pain. However, the empty place is not less empty. Par-
ents suffer when they lose a child in its infancy, as a teenag-
er, or at a later age. A husband or wife losing the spouse is
plunged in deep sadness. Children, too, can feel lost when a
mother or father on whom they depended is taken away from
them. Death is still a terrible enemy.

Grieving about the loss of a loved one is natural. There is
nothing wrong with it. The Word of God speaks about this
grieving in several instances. Abraham
mourned and wept for Sarah (Gen.

the glory of His Name, and that all things work together for the
salvation of His children. Through Christ, God is our Father.
As Father, He cares for His children, for those who fear Him.
At the same time, He is the almighty and sovereign God,
who fulfills His purpose. In John 9 we read about a man who
was born blind. The disciples asked the Lord who sinned, the
man himself or his parents. The Jews of those days thought
that, if there is suffering there must be sin and guilt. They con-
cluded from suffering to sin; and the heavier the suffering was,
the more serious the sin must have been. When the healed man
confessed before the Jewish leaders that it was never heard
that the eyes of one who was born blind had been opened,
and that, this man, Jesus, therefore, must be from God (v.
32ff), the response of these leaders was: “You were born in ut-
ter sin, and would you teach us?” Christ,
however, said to His disciples, “It was not

23:2). David wept and mourned at the
death of his son Absalom (2 Sam.
19:1). The widow of Nain wept at the
death of her only son (Luke 7:13).
Christ Jesus Himself wept at the tomb
of Lazarus (John 11:35). Paul speaks
about a grieving of believers because
of the death of loved ones (1 Thess.
4:13). The promise of the New
Jerusalem is that God Himself “will
wipe away every tear from the eyes” of
His children, and that “death shall be no
more” in that New Jerusalem, “neither
shall there be mourning nor crying nor
pain any more” (Rev. 21:4).

These last texts lead our thoughts
to the Christian comfort. Paul writes in 1
Thess. 4:13 that as Christians we can

“Are we a
community of
people who help
and support
each other?”

that this man sinned, or his parents, but
that the works of God might be made
manifest in him. We must work the works
of Him who sent Me ....”

Itis not uncommon to make the con-
nection between suffering, sin and the
wrath of God. Are we not inclined to
ask this guilt question, when we suffer in
one way or another? When there is ill-
ness in the family, a handicap, or death,
does the question not come up: is God
punishing us because of our sins? Of
course, when we hold on to a specific
sin there can be a connection, espe-
cially when illness and sin are clearly
linked together. Repentance and turning
away from sin is then the message. ltis
the way unto the forgiveness of sins and

grieve, but that we have the consolation
that “those who are asleep” (with the
sleep of death) will be brought back with Christ when He re-
turns, and, therefore, we have hope. Death does not have the
last word. Those who died in faith, in the Lord, are with Him now
and will come back with Him, when God makes all things new
and brings down from heaven the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21).

This is a great comfort. We grieve when the Lord takes a
loved one out of our midst, a spouse, a parent, a child, or a
friend. We mourn when there is an empty place, either after a
period of suffering or suddenly, for instance, through heart fail-
ure or accident. But we may do this in hope. Our loved ones
are now with the Lord. And later, when Christ returns, we
shall together be with Him for ever.

Besides, we who stay behind have the promise of God’s
continued care for our life here on earth. He will help us to go
on in our life, with and for Him. He will enable us to cope, in
faith, with the loss, and to give our life in His hands. We be-
lieve that nothing happens without His ordinance, but that all
things serve His purpose: i.e., the coming of His kingdom and
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spiritual, as well as possibly, physical
healing.

However, we may see our sufferings, pain, grieving and
mourning, in the light of Christ’'s word to the disciples: the
man was born blind, and suffered all those years, in order
that the works of God might be made manifest. The man was
healed from the blindness with which he had been born. It was
a great miracle. This work was proof that Christ Jesus came
from God, and that His claims to be God’s Son were true.
The Jewish leaders, who took up stones to stone Him to death
were wrong (John 8:58, 59). Thus, the man’s blindness, his
healing, as well as his confession were part of God’s work. It
was work unto salvation for the blind man and work of judg-
ment for the unbelieving Jewish leaders.

When God’s children suffer, but in those sufferings show
their faith and trust in their God and Father, they honor God.
They show the work of God in their hearts and lives. This,
then, is a testimony for others. It is unto salvation when there
is faith, or unto judgment when there is the hardening of hearts
in unbelief and sin.



&

Our Father in heaven works towards His Day. It is a day
of salvation for those who are His, who fear Him and love
Him through faith in Christ. It is also a day of just judgment
for those who refuse to fear Him. All things, also our suffer-
ings, our grieving and mourning, and our faith and trust, our
surrender to Him, serve the goal of God. To know that our
suffering, our grief, but also our faith and trust and surrender
to God has this goal and is serving God’s purpose, can give
us, when we grieve, strength to bear. It gives meaning and
purpose to our life, also to our sufferings.

At the same time, the Lord places those who suffer and
grieve in the midst of others. He confronts us, members of a
congregation, with those who mourn and suffer in different

ways, in the first place in the church, but then also outside, to
see what we will do: will we show ourselves supportive and
helpful to them? Will we show ourselves brothers and sisters
for those whose lives are led through times of grief and mourn-
ing? Are we a community of people who help and support
each other? Do we show this attitude also outside our own cir-
cle? Do we show the care of the Lord for those in need? Let
us not forget that the hardship of the one is a task for himself
as well as for the others.

May God forgive us our shortcomings, make us see
them, and make us faithful to Him and to one another, also in

this respect.

On Biblical Chronology

By John Byl

Sometime ago Dr. Van Dam wrote a
series of articles on Genesis. In those ar-
ticles he had many excellent things to
say. Yet there was one point on which |
was disappointed: his treatment of the
Genesis genealogies. While | am reluc-
tant to publicly question an opinion com-
ing from an esteemed professor at our
Theological College and, presumably,
with the sanction of our official church

of all things.”

“He has been pleased to give us a
history of the creation, on which the
faith of the church might rest...The
first thing specified in this history is
the time, that by a continued series of
years the faithful might arrive at the
first original of the human race, and

A similar statement can be found in
his Commentary on Genesis (p. 332).

The early commentators, among
them Augustine, strongly defended the
biblical chronology against claims of
Egyptian chronology for a longer age for
man. Calvin, too, goes on to say that
this knowledge can be used “to contra-

magazine, | have nevertheless become

convinced that the matter merits further

discussion.

Dr. Van Dam writes™:
“The genealogies of Genesis 5 and
11 do not have as their purpose to
give chronological information and
we should therefore not use them
for that end. We must therefore reject
the famous calculation of James
Ussher (1581-1656) by which he
placed creation at 4004 B.C.”

This firm rejection of the chronological

function of the genealogies is puzzling,

for the supporting arguments upon which

this dismissal is based are, in my opin-

ion, very weak.

Not just Ussher

Let me note first that Dr. Van Dam is
taking issue not just with an isolated in-
dividual (Ussher) but with virtually all of Canada*
Christendom until the late 19th century. U.S.A. US. Funds
The chronological nature and complete- | | nternational
ness of the Genesis genealogies was ac-
cepted by, among others, such illustri-
ous figures as Josephus, Jerome,
Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Voetius, Tur-
retin, and Kuyper.

Calvin, for example, in his Institutes
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dict the monstrous fables formerly re-
ceived in Egypt.” He states that the world
is less than 6000 years old.

It is not difficult to see why there was
such strong agreement on this matter:
the plain reading of the Genesis ge-
nealogies certainly gives the clear im-
pression that they are of a chronological
nature. There we are given information
of the form:

“Seth lived 105 years and begat

Enos, and Seth lived after he begat

Enos 807 years” (King James).

[The RSV reads:

“When Seth had lived 105 years he

became the father of Enosh. Seth

lived after the birth of Enosh 807

years.”]

By adding up the ages of each father at
the birth of the next link it is easy to cal-
culate that 1656 years elapsed from the
creation of Adam to the Flood (Gen. 5)
and a further 222 years from the Flood to
Terah (Gen. 11).

The chronological nature of the Gen-
esis genealogies was first questioned, as
far as | have been able to determine, in
1863 by W.H. Green? (mentioned by Dr.
Van Dam), a theologian at Princeton
Theological Seminary. Green makes it
clear that his prime motivation was to
bring Scripture in line with so-called sci-
entific discoveries regarding the antiqui-
ty of man. Since then many theologians
have followed Green in rejecting the tra-
ditional biblical chronology. Green
claimed that the Genesis genealogies
are incomplete and he supported this
with a number of arguments, some of
which are taken up by Dr. Van Dam.

Missing generations

Dr. Van Dam notes that in Scripture
genealogies are often reduced because
a full listing was not necessary for the
purpose of the author. Hence, he con-
cludes, we should be cautious in as-
sessing the chronological value of the
Genesis genealogies.

Now there are unquestionably in-
stances in Scripture where genealogies
omit generations (e.g., Matthew 1).
Those omissions can be detected by
comparison with more complete lists. But
such telescoped genealogies, unlike the
Genesis genealogies, do not give any in-
formation regarding time and are thus
not meant for chronological purposes.

Therefore the fact that some ge-
nealogies are incomplete does not, by
itself, imply that the Genesis genealogies
must likewise be incomplete. Also, a
comparison of the Genesis genealogies
with others in Scripture (e.g., 1 Chron. 1
and Luke 3) shows no gaps-with only
one apparent exception.

Genesis 11:12 tells us that Arpach-
shad lived 35 years and begat Shelah,
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while Luke 3:36 refers to “Shelah the son
of Cainan, the son of Arpachshad.” Dr.
Van Dam infers that Gen. 11 skips a
generation.

This brings us to a difficult textual
matter, called by some “the problem of
the second Cainan.” (The first Cainan
occurs in Gen. 5, where he is listed as
the son of Enosh.) The status of this sec-
ond Cainan has been the matter of some
debate. At least one version of the Old
Testament (the Septuagint) does in fact
list this Cainan in Gen. 11 (his statistics
are identical to those of his son, She-
lah). On the other hand, a number of
New Testament manuscripts omit him. A
plausible explanation is that this Cainan
was not in the original manuscript of
Luke but was added later to make it
agree with the Septuagint®. Another (less
likely) possibility is that in this matter the
Septuagint version of the Old Testament
is correct. At any rate, the textual uncer-
tainty is such that this is not a strong ar-
gument for gaps in the Genesis ge-
nealogies.

The meaning of “begat”

Yet solely from this doubtful case Dr.
Van Dam concludes that the term “begat”
does not necessarily indicate a direct fa-
ther-son relationship. He gives no other
Old Testament examples of where the
phrase for “A begat B” is used for indirect
relations.

Leaving aside the second Cainan, |
am not aware of any instance in Scrip-
ture where, when the age of the father is
given, the verb “begat” means anything
but a direct father-son relation. In the ge-
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nealogies themselves, whenever more in-
formation is given it is clear that direct
descent is meant. Thus Gen. 5:3 specifi-
cally states that at 130 years of age Adam
begat Seth, his direct son; Gen. 4:26
makes it clear that Enosh was a direct son
of Seth, born when Seth was 105 (Gen.
5:6); Noah was the direct son of Lamech
(Gen. 5:29); Shem was the direct son of
Noah (Gen. 9:18); Arpachshad was the
direct son of Shem (Gen. 10:22); Peleg
was the direct son of Eber (Gen. 10:25);
Abraham was the direct son of Terah
(Gen. 11:31).

Furthermore, the reference in Jude
14 to Enoch being the 7th from Adam
seems to confirm the completeness of
the Adam-Seth-Enosh-Kenan-Maha-
lalel-dared-Enoch sequence in Gen. 5.

Even if we include the second
Cainan and allow “A begat B” to refer to
an indirect relation, this would not affect
the chronology of Genesis 5 & 11. For
the text still gives us the age of A at
which B was begotten, as well as the
number of years A lived after the birth of
B. As Dr. Van Dam notes, Gen. 11:12
would then tell us that Arpachshad was
35 years old at the birth of his grandson
Shelah.

To dismiss the chronological nature
of these genealogies one must there-
fore go further and interpret “A begat B”
in accordance with Dr. Van Dam'’s as-
sertion that it may often mean “A begat
the line culminating in B.” The NIV, in a
footnote, suggests the more simple
phrasing “A begat an ancestor of B.” But
this interpretation, due to Green and in
spite of the regrettable fact that it is now
enshrined in the NIV, seems highly artifi-
cial. Dr. Van Dam does not back it up
with any further arguments or pertinent
examples. It leaves us also with the
question as to why the age of begetting
is given, seeing that many of the ge-
nealogical links are not first-born. In
short, it would seem that the sole virtue
of this interpretation is that it allows us
to circumvent the chronological nature of
the genealogies.

No sums given

Finally, Dr. Van Dam points out that
the Bible never deduces a chronological
statement from the Genesis genealogies
and that their numbers are never to-
talled, whereas we are given the years
for other periods (e.g., Ex. 12:40-430
years up to the Exodus, and 1 Kings
6:1-480 years from the Exodus to the
building of the temple [Dr. Van Dam
gives 1 Kings_8:1, but his must be a
typo]). This is taken as further evidence
against the chronological nature of the
Genesis genealogies.

But a number of objections can be
raised. First, the above verses show



that chronological matters are indeed a
concern of the Bible. Second, it must be
kept in mind that for the above periods
we are not supplied with sufficient
chronological information to otherwise
compute the totals. For the Genesis ge-
nealogies, on the other hand, such a
calculation is a simple matter. Indeed, it
could be argued that the fact that no to-
tals are necessary for the Genesis ge-
nealogies suggests their chronologically
completeness. Finaily, the mere fact
that Scripture makes no further usage of
a particular passage does not constitute
a ground for questioning its content.

All the above arguments can be
found in Green’s article. Green brings
up a few additional arguments but these
are even less compelling than the ones
discussed here.

Conclusion

In summary, | conclude that Dr. Van
Dam has not presented us with suffi-
cient justification for his resolute rejec-

tion of the traditional, chronological inter-
pretation of the Genesis genealogies.

Today many Christians are becoming
increasingly uncomfortable with the tradi-
tional reading of Scripture, particularly
the early chapters of Genesis. Especially
for that reason | believe we must be very
careful before discarding that which was
always taken as the plain teaching of
Scripture. | hasten to express my full con-
fidence in Dr. Van Dam’s orthodoxy and
intentions. Let me therefore urge him to
demonstrate with more rigour the error
of the traditional position.

It is of interest to note that, from the
early church fathers to the present, many
Christians have believed that the second
coming of Christ would take place 6000
years after creation. Luther, for exam-
ple, put creation at 4000 B.C. and calcu-
lated that the end should come in 2000
A.D. (He felt, however, that things were
already so corrupt in his day that God
would not permit it to continue for that
long.) Whether such a view can be
based on Scripture need not concern us

REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

here. However, | find it ironic that biblical
chronology is being dismissed precisely
now, just when, according to Luther,
Ussher and many others, we are finally
approaching that much-longed-for
6000th year.

'C. Van Dam, “Science, Scripture and the Age
of the Earth,” Clarion Vol. 38 No. 7 (March
31, 1989): 146-147.

2 His article may be found in Bibliotheca Sacra
Vol. 47 (1890): 285-303, although he refers
to an earlier paper of 1863. This article has
been reprinted as an Appendix in R.C. New-
man & H.J. Eckelmann, Genesis One & The
Age of the Earth (InterVarsity Press: Down-
ers Grove, 1977).

3For a detailed discussion of this question, as
well as on other matters pertaining to the Gen-
esis genealogies, | refer the reader to Richard
Niessen, “A Biblical Approach to Dating the
earth: A Case for the Use of Genesis 5 and 11
as an Exact Chronology,” Creation Research
Society Quarterly Vol. 19 (1982): 60-66.

(Dr. C. Van Dam will respond in the next
issue. Ed.)

By R. Schouten

Denials of the reality of hell are not un-
common these days. Of course, people
who don't at all believe in God or in the
“supernatural” have always denied hell —
just as they have always denied the exis-
tence of heaven. But now there are also
a large number of preachers and “Chris-
tians” who while professing faith in Christ,
nonetheless deny the reality of hell. They
believe in heaven, but not in hell.

Arguments supporting this view are
usually based on subjective feelings.
People just don’t see how “God could do
that.” They cannot reconcile a God who
punishes people eternally with the God
who loves them. The very thought of hell
is in itself nearly unbearable to the human
mind. And so many have proceeded to
eradicate it also from the Scriptures by
way of misguided exegesis.

Establishing that hell is a scriptural
teaching can be done by giving our atten-
tion to just a few verses. We confine our-
selves to the New Testament and espe-

Is Hell Real?

cially to the words of Christ. One of the
clearest pictures of the Last Judgment is
found in Matthew 25. Speaking of the fi-
nal separation of the sheep and the goats,
verse 46 states: “And they will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righ-
teous into eternal life.” The punishment of
the wicked is said to be eternal. It con-
trasts with the eternal life of the righteous.

Some writers state that the “eternal”
character of the punishment refers more
to the effect of the punishment than to
the punishment itself. Such writers argue
that the punishment itself is a single act.
The result of the punishment is the anni-
hilation and abolition of the person. But
this is bad reasoning. It is the punish-
ment which is said to last forever. And a
non-existent human being cannot suffer
punishment. If the punishment is eter-
nal, then the person who is punished
must live forever.

Extinction of the person is no pun-
ishment at all. We might even argue that

abolition of the individual would be a
blessed oblivion. It's hard to see how
the wicked would cry out for the moun-
tains to fall on them if they only saw that
their coming fate was extinction forever.
When John the Baptist saw wicked peo-
ple coming to be baptized, he didn’t say,
“Repent, lest ye be annihilated.” No, he
said, “Repent, for even now the axe is
laid to the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire.” And a
little later, we hear that this fire is “un-
quenchable” (see Luke 3:9, 17).

We can also look to Mark 9:47, 48,
where the Lord says these words: “And
if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it
out; it is better for you to enter life lame
than with two feet to be thrown into hell,
where their worm does not die, and the
fire is not quenched.” It may be useful to
know that the word which the Lord uses
here (and elsewhere) for hell is Gehen-
na. This word refers to a valley outside
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Jerusalem where children were at one
time sacrificed to the idol Moloch by
Jewish kings. This site of idolatry was
eventually destroyed by King Josiah
and later it became a garbage dump.
Smoke was always rising from the stink-
ing heaps of refuse.

So there was decomposition and
decay in Gehenna, as well as fire. In
Mark 9:47, 48, Jesus speaks of the worm
that never dies and the fire which is not
quenched. Destruction comes from both
the outside (fire) and the inside (worm).
There is a constant dying and yet no
death. The fire always burns. The worm
always gnaws. There is no end, no relief,
no possibility for change. The suffering is
eternal. Again, this text can in no way
be harmonized with any theory of anni-
hilation. The judgment of God leads to
sinners being thrown into the misery of
hell which never ends.

We could mention more texts, but
these will suffice for now. As far as the
nature and location of hell is concerned,
we have to confess our ignorance. We
should also realize that the language of
Scripture concerning hell as symbolic.
Hell, for instance, is called the “outer
darkness.” We know that God is spoken
of in the Bible as “light.” Therefore, if you
are eternally cast away from God, you
are logically in the outer darkness. And if
hell is a lake of fire, how can it (literally)
also be the outer darkness? We have to
understand this language as symbolic.
But this does not in any way make it less
real or less horrifying. The point is simply
that just as the description of heaven or
the New Jerusalem in Revelation comes
to us in pictures, so also the language
about hell is symbolic. (For more discus-
sion of these points, see the articles by
Rev. C. Stam, entitled “Heaven and Hell”
in Clarion, Nov. 5 & 19, 1982).

We now come to the question: is it
fair of God to cast people into hell? If we
think about this question, we have to
say that it reflects a great deal of human
arrogance. We have no business putting
God on trial. As if He has to justify His
deeds to us, miserable sinners! If we
think a little more about this first ques-
tion, we might even come to ask a bet-
ter question: “how is it possible that God
has not long ago thrown the whole hu-
man race into hell?” For that would be
right and fair. If every human heart is in-
clined to rebel against and hate the most
high Majesty of God, the Maker of heav-
en and earth, how could anybody still
remain alive in a state of non-hell?

That is the real mystery. Of course,
we know that there is a reason for the
present situation. God does not immedi-
ately cast all human beings into hell be-
cause He is pleased to give a time of re-
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pentance! There is an opportunity to re-
nounce sin and to turn to God in the
name of Christ. Now is the day of salva-
tion. But at a specific time, that day will
come to an end. Then the time for public
judgment and punishment will have ar-
rived. Then all flesh will witness and
participate in the separation of the sheep
and the goats!

Today, God gives us warnings. He
sends cyclones and disease and famine
and accidents. In every one of these

relationships, or when we live in greed,
jealousy, or when we are totally indifferent
to our covenant privileges, do we see
that we are in danger of hell? Does that
scare you? | hope so, for as one writer
said, “If you are not afraid of hell, you are
almost certainly going there.” God is not
mocked. Those who spurn the Son of
God, who outrage the Spirit of grace by
their godless way of life will meet their
doom. “For we know Him who said,
‘Vengeance is mine, | will repay.” And

“...the Bible does not
hesitate to warn people
about the consequences
of rejecting the Lord Jesus
and the way of obedience.”

happenings, it is as though God is
screaming a warning at.us and the whole
world: repent or perish! The judgment
begins in this life, but it comes to its aw-
ful culmination on the Last Day of this
world.

What should be our attitude to this
scriptural teaching of hell? First of all, a
profound gratitude that God has pro-
claimed Jesus Christ to us as Saviour. If
we realize that Jesus saves us from the
worm that never dies and the fire that is
never quenched, from the outer dark-
ness and the lake of fire, will we not
show a much great devotion to Him who
redeemed us?

And secondly, this scriptural teaching
may be used to induce in us a healthy
fear! Hellfire preaching isn’t very popu-
lar these days. And Reformed preach-
ers are rightly aware that preaching hell
never saved anyone. Only the preach-
ing of Christ and Him crucified can save
people. But still, the Bible does not hesi-
tate to warn people about the conse-
quences of rejecting the Lord Jesus and
the way of obedience.

We often trivialize our sinful ways of
life because we simply don’t realize that
our sins bring us into enormous danger!
When we fool around with worldly ways of
life, with drinking, with pre-marital sexual

again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’ It
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God” (Hebrews 10:30, 31).

Again, let it be said that the point of
speaking about hell is not to scare us
out of our wits. Instead, as another writ-
er said, “the point is to scare us into our
wits.” The point is to make us aware of
our true situation.

Thus, when confronted by these di-
vine threats, what can we do but humble
ourselves and stand in awe of the Living
God? What can we do but warn a threat-
ened world that the terror of the Lord is
about to fall upon it? What a motive for
evangelism! It is not the only motive, but
certainly a central one. Yes, what can
we do but run to the Lord Jesus, who is
the only exit from the highway to hell!
He bore the wrath of God against our
sins. Let the person who wants to ac-
cuse God of being unfair look to the
cross. There we see what our salvation
cost God — the sacrifice of His own Son.

Anybody who spurns that sacrifice
by not believing in Jesus or by living a
godless life — that person — unless he/she
repents — is on the way to hell. Baptism in
the church won’t save you. Nor will an
outer profession of faith. Only this saves:
repentance and fajth and living in holy

fear.



Why Reformed
High School Education?

By J. De Jong

A talk delivered at the annual meet-
ings of the local high school committees
in Smithville on April 10, 1991, and in
Attercliffe on April 17, 1991.

This evening | wish to briefly deal
with the unabated need for our Re-
formed high school, and | do so tonight
from the point of view of what the alter-
natives are. Of course we know from
Scripture that we must do our utmost to
instruct our children in the fear of the
Lord. Education certainly is included in
this task. But another incentive for con-
tinued education of our children lies in
the growing poverty of the secular sys-
tem. In 1987 a book appeared on this
subject directed specifically at the uni-
versities in America. My purpose is sim-
ply to review the contents of this book
and discuss them critically with you.

The book is by Allan Bloom, and is
entitled: The Closing of the American
Mind.! As the title suggests, this author
believes that the characteristic American
thirst for knowledge and inquiry is on the
wane. The universities are not what they
used to be. In fact, they are rapidly losing
their special character as leading institu-
tions in society. The reason for their ex-
istence is being questioned. Professors
and students are in a quandary. Let me
summarize what he says under three ba-
sic headings: the students, the profes-
sors and the university. And as we go
through these points, | hope you will
also include the secular high schools of
our time, since there is a good deal of
overlap here.

The Students

1. Student values

Among contemporary students says
Bloom there are really no absolute val-
ues. Everything is relative. There is only
one value, and that is that you must not
be doctrinaire, but open-minded. Anoth-
er dominant value is democracy, and
freedom, although few know exactly
what is meant by these terms. Students
today may question everything. Bloom
himself says that it is good to be open-
minded, but this should be coupled with
a quest for knowledge. And it's the quest
for knowledge which has disappeared.

That has been replaced by indifference.
There is no vision for a better world, no
common goal. All the traditional values
have disappeared. The Bibie has been
replaced by the TV, and the newspaper
has replaced family prayer. The family
itself has disintegrated, and for youth
among this age-group, it hardly func-
tions, except in economic terms.

2. Books

Besides their textbooks, students do
not read a lot. They prefer to see the
movie instead. They find books to be
boring. Yet, says Bloom, film is most of-
ten a poor substitute for literature. And

Nihilism American style, that
is nihilism with a happy end-
ing. Among the teachers
there is no real search for
knowledge, only a cultiva-
tion of experience. And
among the youth the key in
education is: do your own
thing, and do it your own
way, as long as you enjoy
what you are doing. You
make your own world. You
fulfil your own desires.

when they do read, it's anything but clas-
sical literature. Many read the worst of
contemporary material, under the guise
of literature. Also in the books of today:
there are no values, no absolutes. Be-
sides, the reigning contemporary view is
that the entire tradition of western litera-
ture must be reevaluated, because most
of it represents the biases of a patriar-
chal and male-dominated society.

3. Music

Classical music is all but dead among
the young. On the other hand, rock music
among the students is as common as
the air they breathe. They are never with-
out it. But this music does not relate to
anything else in the world. It is like a cult,
and it produces a cult effect. Some pop

stars have a cult following among the
youth. And the themes of these songs
are not love in any sense of the word,
not even eros or erotic love in any more
or less dignified sense of the term, but
raw, undeveloped sexual desire. Young
teenagers are not encouraged by this
music to continue to develop as tender
plants in a garden, carefully being culti-
vated into maturity. They are directed to
get it all now, and to exploit all aspects of
their sexuality. Basically this music sets
out to guide all energy in a strictly sensu-
ous and physical way. Violence and
cheap sex are all thrown together and the
rule is: the weirder the better.

4. Relationships

Young people have little in the way of
romantic longings. That is a thing of the
past. They also do not follow traditional
patterns of courtship, including preserv-
ing virginity, and so on. That is even
more a thing of the past. Today, young
people have “relationships.” Bloom calls
this a very nebulous and grey, unde-
fined thing: a relationship. It is all very
tentative and essentially non-committal.
Basically today’s youth are totally indi-
vidualistic. They are interested in making
it at one thing or another. A relationship
is almost taken as a necessity rather
than something to be desired.

5. Love and Sex

Sex is understood as something ac-
ceptable and necessary for young peo-
ple. It's a part of life. It's considered nor-
mal for the young men to have had more
than one girl, although the rule is: one at
a time. Co-education dorms are com-
mon place. Having your girl friend in the
dorm is just another expense, like the
laundry, food, and so on. But the com-
mon way of associating is in groups, not
in couples. Students live in herds, in
packs. The crowd is the essential reality.
The group is where the fun is. People do
pair off, but they gravitate back to the
group. And in pairing there is no commit-
ment, no deep bonding.

Here the words of Paul to Timothy in
2 Tim. 3:1-5 come to mind. Basically
young people live without essential val-
ues in the world.
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The Professors

1. Values

Among the academics of the day
says Bloom, all the old values have dis-
appeared. Traditional subjects like his-
tory, philosophy and literature no longer
deal with classical values. The key val-
ues today are: openness, charisma, etc.
If there is one truth that is defended it is:
there is no absolute truth.

Under the traditional system, values
like reason and learning were stressed.
The American heritage has its roots in
the philosophy of Hume and Locke. They
said that man is essentially evil, but
through education and through acquiring
knowledge he can make progress. By
nature all men are free and equal and
have a right to life, liberty, and happi-
ness. Then came the French philoso-
pher Rousseau, the father of the French
revolution. He took a different line. He
says that man is born good, but society
corrupts him. Reason and its use, and
the growth of knowledge can bring soci-
ety to dissolution. Freedom lies in our na-
ture. It's society by which our freedom is
threatened.

Now, says Bloom, it’s the line of
Rousseau that has dominated educa-
tion more and more. All learning is cen-
tered on the subject, not the material. All
learning comes by doing. Not the scien-
tist is the important man, but the one who
creates. In fact, there is a line from
Rousseau to the great German philoso-
phers: Kant, Fichte, F. Nietzsche, and
M. Heidegger. What line is this? It is: the
world is not a given, but you make the
world. The world is not real, the only
real things are your perceptions. And
they are always changing. Truth does
not exist; it becomes. It’s not a fixed body
of knowledge but something that is dis-
covered by events, experience.

Bloom calls it: Nihilism American
style, that is nihilism with a happy ending.
Among the teachers there is no real
search for knowledge, only a cultivation of
experience. And among the youth the
key in education is: do your own thing,
and do it your own way, as long as you en-
joy what you are doing. You make your
own world. You fulfil your own desires.

Society imposes all kinds of restric-
tions and regulations governing human
desire: but the real thing is you and your
desires. Not the cause, but simply having
a cause has become an end in itself.
Kant said that desire must be held in
check by a moral code, by the rules of
culture and civility. But after him the
principle became: fulfil your dreams! The
will to power dominates over the will to |
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knowledge. Many professors and teach-
ers have sold out to this modern philos-
ophy. Courses are based on action and
experience. Learning is by discovery.

The Universities

The university, says Bloom, grew
out of the important place of philosophy
in Greece. For Socrates, philosophy
stood above society, yet it was a part of
society. To exist, you had to make com-
promises with the governors and au-
thorities, but really the philosopher
stands higher than the king or ruler. Phi-
losophy is the key to knowledge, knowl-
edge is the key to life. So education and
knowledge does stand above all other
things. Socrates defended the impor-
tance of learning and the dignity of phi-
losophy, and the many centuries of clas-
sical education really carry through this
principle. The learned and the leading in-
stitutions were always on the side of the
aristocracy, and sought the patronage of
the princes.

But what happened since the time of
Rousseau and the French revolution?
The principles of democracy replaced
those of the aristocracy, and the univer-
sities sided with the new philosophies.
The end results were the things that
happened in this century, especially in
the sixties. The principle of reason was
replaced by the principle of action. The
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principle of science was replaced by the
principle of the artist. Not the learner,
but the creator dominates. Not the one
who fits in, but who opposes everything
— he is the leader in knowledge.

What happened to the university? Es-
sentially says Bloom it has lost its place.
As far as science goes, it is a technical
school. It serves business, trains people
for business and for service jobs. But the
pursuit of knowledge, the study of classi-
cal themes, the search for unifying values
in the diversity: that is gone. It has be-
come a perversity of diversity: not a uni-
versity. It has become just a technical
school, with laboratories, equipment,
computers, but no love for truth.

Accurate critique?

In many ways | think we can say this
is an accurate assessment of the state of
university education today. Here we get
the information from one who has been
around academia for a long time, and
has been an astute observer of student
behaviour. He also went through the tur-
bulent years of the sixties at Cornell,
one of the many universities which was
embroiled in conflict.

We should not think this critique is
limited to universities. In fact through
the years there has been a shift of uni-
versity patterns to the high school level.
The same sense of fragmentation and
loss exists in the high schools. The same
principles of modern philosophy affect
the teaching methods at this level.

What is Bloom’s prescription? He
fears for the very life of the university. It
is threatened with dissolution, because
no one really knows why it is there. He
argues for a return to traditional values,
especially the principles of freedom
governed by reason, the principles on
which the great American universities
were built.

Is this a good prescription? No! In
effect, it replaces one error with another
one. It only wants to swing the pendu-
lum back from emotion to reason, from
feeling to thinking, from action to the
mind. But that will not do! For action and
reason must bow before Scripture. Edu-
cation can only be meaningful, and inte-
grated in its purpose when based on
God’s Word.

Calvin said that instruction is always
concerned with the whole person, in all
his functions and activities. Instruction is
training in body, soul and spirit, that man
might be a faithful servant of His Creator
and Redeemer. That is the only proper
perspective on sound education.



Of course we can support a return to
classical values, and a renewed empha-
sis on the study of philosophy, history,
and literature. A sound liberal education
is a great asset, if only to aid everyone
in understanding the forces at work in his
time. It would be gross neglect and in-
gratitude, says Calvin, if we spurned the
wealth of knowledge given in the writings
of the ancient philosophers.

But all these things are subservient
to the study of Scripture. And only in the
light of Scripture do we get a solid per-

spective on what is important, and what
can be left behind. Only with a scriptural
perspective can we benefit from our ed-
ucation by being moulded by God'’s Spir-
it for lasting service.

| think Mr. Bloom has made a point
for us: the public system is sick. There
is a lot of knowledge, skills and informa-
tion to be gained. But the right perspec-
tive is gone. Hence there is also much
abuse, and among the students them-
selves and even the teachers there is
an ungodly conduct: live for the day,
have fun, and get the money you need to
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have a good life. That's the sum of the
values of today.

We are called to work for and pass
on another alternative: Reformed educa-
tion. This is: instruction with a purpose so
that young people can be the image of
Christ in the world. Let’'s work for them
and with them in this honourable and
privileged cause.

'Published by Simon and Schuster, New York,
1987.

By C. Van Dam

An Update from our

Theological College

Festivities

Although the following festive occa-
sions have already been noted in Clari-
on, | cannot resist the temptation to at
least mention here that on April 20, 1991
we could remember with gratitude that
Professor L. Selles celebrated his fiftieth
anniversary as faithful minister of the
Word. We thank our God for his Re-
formed ministry through a long life of ser-
vice, culminating in his labours at the
Theological College. Life has not always
been easy for our brother and we wish
him the Lord’s continued blessing.
Among other things, he is still actively
working on the producing of needed New
Testament study outlines.

The other festive occasion is Profes-
sor J. Geertsema’s receiving the degree
of Master of Theology! As can be read
elsewhere in this issue of Clarion, this
too is cause for celebration.

Special gifts

It is again clear from the gifts re-
ceived that the College is remembered in
the church community and for this we are
most thankful. Let me start with our
brothers and sisters “down under.” In
our last College Corner several gifts
from Australia were gratefully acknowl-
edged. Shortly after that was published,
Dr. Faber on his return from that country
could inform me that offerings for the
Theological College Library were also re-
ceived from the congregation of Bed-
fordale (265 Australian dollars), as well

as from the “Over 60 Club” in Armadale
(73 Australian dollars), after he had spo-
ken for these two gatherings. We also re-
ceived from the treasurer of the Free
Reformed Women’s Club of Armadale a
cheque of 199.07 Australian dollars
which was collected at meetings of the
Women’s Societies “Sola Gratia” and
“Sola Scriptura” during 1989. Needless
to say, all these gifts too are greatly ap-
preciated! As is also that of Rev. G. Van
Rongen, who is living as a minister emer-
itus in Kelmscott, West Australia. He re-
cently sent us the concluding third vol-
ume of his study of liturgy, namely, Met a/
de heiligen. Liturgie in hemel en op
aarde, (1990) [With All the Saints. Litur-
gy in Heaven and on Earth.] Previously
we had received volumes 1 and 2 (bound
in a single book). This new study by a
Reformed expert will be well used.

Closer to home, we can mention the
gift of a variety of Reformed Dutch study
books received from Mr. H. De Vries of
Lincoln and more books (and also back
issues of scholarly journals) of an ar-
chaeological and historical nature from
Mr. and Mrs. A. Zuidhof, also of Lincoln,
but who are now moving to Ebenezer Vil-
la in Hamilton. We value their thinking of
us and filling out important areas of our
library with this literature.

There are two other gifts of a different
nature that | would also like to mention.
Mr. C.M. Loopstra, a former governor,
donated a chesterfield and matching
chair. These presently grace the library.
Mrs. Bonnie Van Popta, the wife of stu-

dent John Van Popta, has enhanced the
lounge with two beautifully framed Millet
reproductions. Also these gifts were re-
ceived with joy.

Special lectures

On April 9, Dr. J.W. Wevers, emeritus
Professor at the University of Toronto,
honoured us with a lecture on the Greek
text of Exodus. The Greek translation of
the Old Testament is of great interest for
when the apostles and early church quot-
ed the Old Testament they did so in
Greek. Dr. Wevers has worked for twen-
ty-five years as editor for the so-called
Géttingen Septuaginata and produced a
text edition of the Greek Pentateuch (the
Septuagint), a milestone in biblical stud-
ies. His lecture concentrated on areas
where the Greek translation differed
from the Hebrew text, thus illustrating the
point that a translation is interpretation.
Especially with respect to the person of
God, the Greek translation showed clear
tendencies to make sure that God was
honoured and thus, for example, possi-
ble ambiguities in the text or names or
actions of God that could be judged of-
fensive were removed or toned down.

The following day, Dr. R. Ganz, of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church at Ot-
tawa, spoke to us in an afternoon lec-
ture on Nouthetic Counselling (i.e. the
method developed by Dr. J. Adams).
This topic is dealt with regularly at the
College. Since Dr. Ganz was a trained
professional psychologist (with a Ph. D.
in this discipline) before his conversion to
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Christianity, his presentation forcefully
brought some of the major issues to the
fore.

Conclusion

It is a privilege to be working at the
school of the churches, and we like to

keep you informed about what happens
here. At the time this article is being pre-
pared, the students are writing their final
exams. Soon the present semester will
come to an end. After the marking and
report writing have been completed, the
professors will have the opportunity for

some relatively uninterrupted study and
writing. These too are very necessary if
the teaching is to be done as well as pos-
sible and if some of the fruits of the study
are to be brought outside the walls of
the Theological College. May these
labours be blessed.

Congratulations Professor Geertsema!

By C. Van Dam

On May 13, 1991, the degree of
Master of Theology was conferred upon
Professor J. Geertsema. The convoca-
tion ceremonies at Convocation Hall at
the University of Toronto were impres-
sive and formed a fitting climax to the
years of hard work that preceded this
event.

When Professor Geertsema began
to teach at the Theological College, he
also immediately started his graduate
studies at Wycliffe College. It is not al-
ways easy for outsiders to fully appreci-
ate what that means. Lectures had to be
prepared for our College and the Toron-
to courses had to be followed and the
requirements met. That meant long
hours on the road to and from Toronto,
and even longer hours in the study, of-
ten leaving too little time for rest and
sleep. On top of all that, Professor
Geertsema continued to serve as editor
of Clarion. With the gift of tenacity and
perseverance, he was able to stick to the
course and receive the reward, not just in
the honour of the final degree, but also in
the many insights and perspectives that
opened up for our colleague during his
studies. It is very stimulating to study in
an environment where one is challenged
in many ways to defend the Reformed
faith and to seek deeper understanding
in problems of biblical interpretation that
have kept God’s children busy over the
centuries. As part of the requirements for
the degree, Prof. Geertsema did an ex-
tended study of “Jesus Blessing the Lit-
tle Children.”

This is a comparative study on the
passage in Matthew, Mark, and Luke in
which Christ wants the little children to
come to Him. In this study the different
exegetical methods of modern New Tes-
tament scholarship had to be applied.
This scholarship argues that the Gospel
of Mark was the written source for this
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passage, too, for both Matthew and
Luke. Further, it had to be considered
how and why Matthew and Luke brought
in their own alterations of the Markan
story. An effort was made to show that
there is no need to argue that Matthew
was dependent on Mark, but that, on the
contrary, the evangelists independently
told what Christ had done and said, each
in his own specific way, in his own par-
ticular context, and with his own pur-
pose. In this way it was tried to determine

the differences between the three evan-
gelists, and to find the possible rea-
son(s) for those differences, placing this
passage in the whole of each Gospel.
We share the joy of Professor Geert-
sema, his family and also his eighty-four-
year-old mother who was able to attend,
that his studies have been blessed in this
way. May the Name of our God be glori-
fied by this degree and may it so also be
a blessing for our Theological College
and the churches we serve.



RAY OF SUNSHINE

By Mrs. R. Ravensbergen

Psalms

Dear Brothers and Sisters

The people of the world celebrate Sunday in their own
way. They go out, enjoy the nice weather, and nature,
and, maybe, a good meal in a restaurant. That it is God
who made the sunshine, and “Who satisfies the hearts
with food and gladness” (Acts 14), is ignored. They don’t
give thanks, but they enjoy everything — even things that
are wicked and awful. They don’t pray, but rather curse.
They plan evil, they cheat and gossip, they disobey those
set in authority over them. Some of them are unable to
love or to forgive, they can only hate. Yes, for that is
what God does to those who don’t acknowledge Him.
Millions of people feed their souls on dirty movies on
T.V. and/or video, on Sunday night like on any other
night of the week. But there are church people, too. They
fill once or twice every Sunday the many church build-
ings that are scattered all over the world. Are they differ-
ent than the people mentioned above?

In Romans 1 Paul first describes the world of the
heathens. But in Romans 2 he continues with accusing
the Jews who only outwardly obey the law. They teach
the law, but don’t practise what they preach. These
Jews were circumcised and considered themselves
God’s chosen people, but in their lifestyle they ignored
God. The same thing goes on now with many so called
Christians who fill the church buildings on Sundays. If
they do not live in faith, if they do not humble them-
selves before God, and do not live a life of repentance
and thankfulness, then the Lord places them still in the
first category. “Do you suppose, o man, that when you
judge those who do such things, and yet do them your-
self, you will escape the judgment of God?” (Rom. 2:3).

The Lord wants to see a distinct difference in attitude
between the people who serve Him and those who
don’t. Between those who serve Him outwardly and
those who serve Him from the heart. All through the
Old Testament we read of God’s righteous people, who
humbled themselves before God, and lived in God'’s cov-
enant ways. “There is righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe” (Rom. 3:22-26).
These are the people in whose midst the Lord wants to
live. God is their refuge and He will deliver them from all
their adversaries. To help them live like that God has giv-
en His people a beautiful mighty tool. The Lord inspired
men with His holy Spirit to write the book of Psalms.
We have a whole bundle of songs of the Covenant, that
fit every situation, so that everybody will be able to sing
of God’s mighty deeds. These songs are not about “re-
ligious”, sentimental feelings of people. They are songs
of the church. They sing about mountains and forests,
rivers and skies, pastures and fruits, widows and or-
phans, illnesses and births, kings and judges, oppressed

and sick, famines and banquets, marriages and funer-
als. The beauty of the Psalms is that all these things are
described in relation to God and His covenant. The ba-
sis is the confession: God loved us first. Everything we
receive is given to us by the Father for Christ’s sake. The
mountains and forests have to rejoice in God, they
have to clap their hands because one day Christ Jesus
will return on the clouds, and all God’s promises will
come true.

And so, with the help of these beautiful Psalms, we
can show that distinct difference in attitude to the Lord.
We can sing, and everyone can participate in that.
Even when the words are not thoroughly understood,
they can still be memorized and sung by old and young.
When the words don’t want to come, the Psalms can
be hummed, and when the tune does not want to stick,
they can be spoken or mumbled. They can be sung in
church, but also at home. In a group, but also individu-
ally. While doing (house)work, driving the car, while
lying in bed, while being lonely. They can be sung ev-
erywhere, and by everyone. It brings comfort and hap-
piness and consolation to all those who fear Him. And
with all that singing, no matter what it sounds like,
even when it does not sound to the human ear at all,
with all that singing God our Father is greatly pleased.
Let us all do so: sing and explore the riches of the book
of Psalms. Let us use this beautiful gift to His honour
and glory, until the day of His return.

Our Birthday Calendar for July:

James Buikema
“Anchor” Home, 30 Road, RR 2
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B0
James hopes to be 30 years old this year on July 4th.

Charlie Beintema
29 Wilson Ave., Chatham, ON N7L 1K8
Charlie is going to be 16 on July 20th.

Jim Wanders
2204 Headon Road, Burlington, ON L7R 3X5
On July 28th for Jim it is also going to be his 30th
birthday.

[ wish all three of you a very happy birthday.

I also like to wish all the participants and volunteers
for the ANCHOR camp a very nice time at camp, with
a special birthday party for James, I assume?

Until the next month,

Mrs. R. Ravensbergen
7462 Highway 20, RR 1
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0
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SCHOOL CROSSING

By A. Witten

Should | Teach?

The advertisements for teaching po-
sitions in Canadian Reformed Schools
have again, this year, filled many pages
of Clarion. The question should | teach is
hopefully being asked by many. In order
to assist in answering that question the
following considerations are presented.

a. “Nearly half of newly hired
teachers returned to profession.”

A survey conducted in 1990 by the
U.S. Education department found that
even though teachers may be leaving
the profession there is very strong evi-
dence to suggest they are returning to
the profession in relatively high numbers.
This trend suggests that teaching has
become somewhat of a revolving door
profession during the last number of
years. During the past five years, for ex-
ample, nearly half the “new” teachers
hired in the U.S. were teachers returning.

The pros and cons of mothers re-
turning to the classroom as teachers
has, recently, been discussed in our
community. | do not wish to re-kindle that
discussion. However, it does appear,
according to the U.S. National Center
for Education Information that taking a
break from teaching was fairly common.
Suggested is that nearly 40% of all
teachers had taken a break from teach-
ing at least once in their career. It might,
therefore, be suggested that the revolv-
ing-door syndrome reduces the actual
attrition rates. Once a teacher always a
teacher may after all be a proper char-
acterization. Let us hope that also
among us former teachers, male and/or
female might re-kindle their love for
teaching! Incidentally another interesting
finding of the survey was that older indi-
viduals are entering the profession. On
average, the age of newly hired teachers
surveyed was 35.

b. “From corporation to
classroom.”

Another interesting trend recently
discussed in a well known educational
journal (Instructor) an increasing number
of people are leaving corporate life for
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the challenge of teaching. Spurred on
by a strong desire to find greater fulfill-
ment in their work, a desire to help chil-
dren and the desire to serve the com-
munity in a more meaningful way, a
record number of professionals are trad-
ing in their briefcases for book bags. Ac-
cording to American sources many of
these “transfers” moved into teaching
through government sponsored alter-
nate certification programs.

What makes teaching so attractive?
Many career-switchers say they are ea-
ger to do work that has an immediate,
positive impact. These are people who
have proven themselves in another ca-
reer and now want to do something more
satisfying. Money isn’'t what matters.
Deep down they really want to work with
kids.

Teaching is the one job where you
can make a difference in another per-
son’s life. Those moments when you see
that “aha” look in a students eyes can’t
be traded for anything else on the job or
in the office. Especially in a Reformed
school, where covenant children teach
covenant children, showing them the
richness of our Lord is beyond measure.

c. “The joys and sorrows of a
new teacher.”

With this telling title “The joys and
sorrows of a new teacher” an unnamed
young teacher, an Australian colleague,
in one of the Reformed schools, reflect-
ed on her experiences.

Anyone considering or reconsidering
teaching will benefit from her insight. The
following article first appeared in the
magazine of The Australian Free Re-
formed Teachers’ Association, April
1991.

New staff members, just out of col-
lege, are a common feature at the John
Calvin Schools in Australia. In fact, at
some time or other, everybody has had
the feeling of being totally new, callow
and inexperienced. Many staff have one
thing in common: the desire to bury their
first year into oblivion, and a hope that

in 10, 20, 30 years time no unkind stu-
dent will gleefully uncover past mistakes
with a “Do you remember the time we did
... and you just didn’t know what to do?”

Three and a half years ago | stood on
the threshold of a teaching career. Not
even the kindest, most optimistic and en-
couraging person would have said “a
confident competent teacher.” With only
the graduate diploma behind me, many
aspects of real teaching were complete-
ly new, and more difficult than | had en-
visaged. On the other hand, | have also
found teaching extremely enjoyable and
rewarding, particularly when | began to
find my feet and my place within the
school.

Actual teaching is very involved, as
everyone knows. As a new teacher, les-
son preparation is very time consuming.
Presented with a variety of topics and
years to teach, one of the first difficulties
to be faced is actual content. For exam-
ple, one of the year 8 Social Studies
topics is Ancient Egypt, a period of his-
tory | had not studied since year 8. |
must admit that by then | had forgotten
most of it. The first thing to do was write
a programme. Of course, we had learnt
all about programming at college, but
when it came to the point, things were
different. It was difficult to programme
without knowing all the content; pro-
gramming was therefore very time con-
suming. And, at first, it seemed to be a
waste of time, since | hardly stuck to it
anyway. Since then, however, particu-
larly the second time teaching any
course, programmes have become eas-
ier to compile — | simply stick to some
general objectives, a very brief outline
of teaching points per objective and
some resource notes e.g. useful books
and videos. The area which still takes
most thought is compiling the under-
standings — fitting the whole unit of work
into a biblical framework.

It was inevitable that much lesson
preparation was taken up with content
reading and unfortunately little thought
given to teaching strategy. However, af-



ter teaching the same units two years in
a row, things become much easier.

Once | gained a fairly good knowl-
edge of what | was going to teach, an-
other dilemma presented itself — how
much to teach. Knowing the subject thor-
oughly, it was tempting to pass on all
the information. As a result, on occasion,
students had so much thrust on them
that some learnt nothing at all. An inex-
perienced teacher needs to learn to be
selective — teach less knowledge, more
selectively.

| already said that learning content
overruled thinking of suitable teaching
strategies. During my first year of teach-
ing | favoured the chalk and talk ap-
proach (and to be quite frank, still use it).
In the first place, it required the least
thought (although it was still necessary to
organize exactly how to present it), and
even more important, it was the easiest
way to keep control. Group work was al-
most out of the question because | was
always convinced that very little work
gets done in groups. Whole class dis-
cussion was kept to a minimum since it
was frustrating when students give a lit-
tle squeak from the back corner which
nobody could hear. In fact, most of the
talking was done by myself and | felt
most comfortable when students were
actually taking notes or silently working
on worksheet activities — or the like — dur-
ing the lesson. Often | had the door shut
as | didn’t want anybody looking in, par-
ticularly if the class was rather noisy, and
if someone happened to walk in, | froze.

When giving a lesson, one of the
more worrying things | experienced was
the number of questions the students
asked. | would explain something, or
give an instruction, and promptly half
the class would raise their hand with a
question. “Do | have to rule up in red?
What page was it? What do we have to
do?” At the time | thought the students
were just “plain dumb,” but often it was
a matter of poor instruction. Fortunately,
nowadays the students don’t ask as
many stupid senseless questions and
more questions showing interest and
thinking power.

That was the actual lesson prepara-
tion and presentation — afterwards came
the piles of marking. Believe it or not, |
used to enjoy marking — it made me feel
like a professional. However, since then
I’'ve come down to earth with a good
bump, and nowadays find it more and
more difficult to hand in work on time.

When marking work, one question
nagged — the question of how thoroughly
to mark. Students have a distinct ten-
dency to look at the mark rather than the
comment — a habit which seems to go
against the spirit of the Christian school.

Apart from these aspects is also that
of classroom management. Many teach-
ers have little idea of what students can
do to teachers and it takes a while before
they learn what they can do to them.
When they are young and female, it is
difficult to command immediate respect.
| was teaching students not that much
younger than myself (I thought) and with
more knowledge of the high school than
| had. | was new, they were not. They
knew the ropes, | didn’t. Added to that, |
was somewhat naive. For example, once
the students were having USSR; at the
end of the lesson | looked up and all the
desks were at the back of the room. |
hadn’t heard a thing! Things like pass-
ing notes, throwing things around the
class, etc., often occurred unnoticed. At
the end of a lesson, | would calmiy (or
not so calmly) walk out of the room,
leave the board full of writing, forget to
get students to push their chairs in, leave
my books on the desk, leave rubbish on
the floor etc. In fact, the room was often
left in a shamozzle. Sorry, | had so many
other things to think about.

But apart from things that were left
unnoticed, there were other things. For
a new high school teacher, the year
nines are big — almost semi-adult. For-
tunately, a teacher “grows” with the stu-
dents. It’s true — it’s difficult to believe
that the year nines of this year — those
manageable friendly children are the

“...where covenant
children teach
covenant children,
showing them
the richness
of our Lord
is beyond
measure.”

same age and size of the year nines
three years ago.

Yes, the ability to manage children
and maintain discipline definitely devel-
ops. The knowledge that we as teach-
ers do not stand on our own helps
tremendously. In time, the awareness
that all teachers will back you up, the
experience with most parents gives
added confidence. The awareness that
at this school we don't just stand on our
own authority, but we have a God-given
mandate to discipline has also helped.
We have the knowledge that we are
dealing with children of the church, chil-
dren with whom we can reason with the
Bible in our hands.

Then it becomes imperative to iden-
tify back-chat, easier to deal with it; it be-
comes sensible to have high standards
and maintain them, to teach the students
that God demands high standards.

Are you young? Are you just trained?
Do you recognize yourself in some of the
above?

As a new teacher there are many
things to be learnt, to develop. Fortu-
nately, very few people remain new, in-
experienced, unable to cope. We may be
thankful for the blessing of Christian
schools where teaching has a definite
purpose, where teachers may work in a
caring environment with supportive par-
ents and staff, where our work receives
the blessing of the Lord.
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OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betty

Dear Busy Beavers,
I’'m curious what you will do for your Dad on Father’s
Day! ¢ /
Are you making something for him at school? ”/z /me
Are you doing something for your Dad by yourself? ]
Maybe your brothers and siste.rs are in on it, too? Fathers in the Bible
| hope all you Busy Beavers with your Dads have a great
day on Father’s Day! The people with the most influence in family life in Israel
were — fathers. Can you match the name of the father in each
?
Making a Father’s Day card? statement
1. told to sacrifice his son a. Job
Here are some 2. a father who walked with God b. Joseph
o 3. he blessed the wrong son c. Adam
—_ 4. he was betrayed by his son d. Jairus
N 5. he lost all his children tragically e. Isaac
6. Jesus raised his daughter f. Enoch
1. Glue 2 layers of paper together to make a window 7. father of twelve tribes g. David
card showing your picture! 8. his son baptized Jesus h. Jacob
Cut out your window (or door!) before glueing the lay- 9. he fled to Egypt with his family i. Kish
ers together. 10. his son was the first king of Israel j. Zechariah
11. the first father on earth k. Abraham
(See answers)
Spring-Summer Word Search
by Busy Beaver Marjorie Vanderwoerd
KTBLCOLOURFULRB
A-GREENZPOJIRQOQTI
ISWVICREATTIONK
2. Make an interesting Spring Card with a picture on KHOAJGWYNETCTEDI
the end of a spring popping out of the card when it is UINTMDHXAXOQCVN
opened!
Make the spring by folding two strips of paper over and B RDCHEJ STDPCGY G
over each other. Attach your picture with glue.
3. What will you write inside your card? ETEZSWFATHGOTIUJ
How about these “starters™? HERFTRVFSILUBNTZBRBI
\ IITFHRFKZSMBUDS
\ HGUJOWARMEAYAE
SRLDHSUTVXVWZ S
NNIOSPILUTZPAQDO
ULCALMHJLIMEKEHR
_ _ , SACFRESHBEGDTFEL
“Dad, | like helping you ....
or
“l like playing...with you, Dad.” Words to look for:
or Daffodils Sunshine Tulips Shorts
“| like it when we..., Dad!” T-Shirt Roses Leaves Bright
Have fun making your card, Busy Beavers. | know your Colourful Warm Fresh Buds
Dad will love the card you so carefully made for him! Green Biking Calm Creation
‘ Wonderful
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Code
by Busy Beaver Joanne Jans
A -10 Y-5 O-2 V -16
9-15 | -14 R -17 W-13
-9 L-4 S-7 J -18
F-3 M -11 T -12
H-6 N-8 U-1

10 7 3 217 119 10 8 15

M1 5 6 2 17 9 139 1314 4 4
7 91716 9 12 6 S 4 217 15
______ 24:15

182 7 6 110

Busy Beaver Marlaine Vanderhorst wrote:
“I like to draw gymnastic equipment with gymnasts work-
ing out on it. Here’s some for the Busy Beavers to colour.”

Animal Riddles!

by Busy Beavers

Tesha Hopman,
Vickie Aikema, and
David Aikema

What do spiders drink?
How do bees get to school?

What did the chicken say when she laid a square egg?
Why do cows wear bells around their necks?

What do you do when an elephant hurts its toe?

What are goose bumps for?

What do you get when you cross a rooster, a dog, and
a ghost?

Why did the chicken join the band?

©@ Nookowh-=

(See answers)

P.S. A belated “Thank you” to the Busy Beavers who shared
“Riddle Fun” with us last time. They were Elisa & Karen Van-
dergaag and Trina Jelsma. Thank you again for sharing!

From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Jaclyn
DeHaas. Are you on a baseball team this
spring? And are you still playing piano every
day?

And a big welcome to you, too, Tanya DeHaas. What
songs do you play on the piano? Do you like sports, too,
Tanya?

Welcome to the Club, Shelley Groen. We are happy to
have you join us. You’re lucky to have a pen pal already,
Shelley. Write again soon!

| see you have been very busy, Anna Hordyk. You are a
good puzzler, and thank you for sharing. Is your school having
a field day or a games day, Anna? Do you get a chance to
practise?

Your “Yellow Day” at school sounded very interesting, Es-
ther Hordyk. It sounded like fun! Yes, | believe your little sis-
ter likes you to sing to her. | think she will learn the words
quickly, too, right?

What an exciting vacation you have to look forward to,
Suzanne Schouten! Can you wait that long? Will you keep a
log of what happens to you each day of your trip? Bye for now.

Hello, David Aikema. Thank you for the puzzle and the rid-
dles. I'm glad you had fun bowling with your family. Maybe
next time you’ll beat your Dad, right?

That was a good idea, Trina Jelsma, using a picture to
understand the movement of the earth around the sun and
why the spring sun is warmer. Thank you for the jokes, too, Tri-
na. Write again soon.

I think your new signature is very pretty, Sara Plantinga,
and your letter very neat! What else do you do on your com-
puter, Sara?

Hello, Helena Van Es. It was good to hear from you
again. | see you are a good puzzler. Keep up the good work,
Helena. Write again soon!

Answers

SHONSWNIP Siy
asn 0} pajuem aH ‘g 00g-a|pood-e-}200 */ Buipsads wou)
oseab dois 01 "g >onJ} 80} Y} ||BD "G HIOM 1,UOP SUI0Y I8y} b
yonQ ‘¢ znq |ooyos e uo ‘g Japlds-ajdde °| :seippiy [ewiuy

o'LL I'0}
g6 '8 yz p9 eg By o¢ y'2 NI 8/qig 8y} ul sieyje

Bye for now, Busy Beavers.
Will you write and tell me how you and your Dad enjoyed
Father’s Day?
Love to you all,
Aunt Betty
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Praise is due to Thee, O God...
Psalm 65:1a

We give thanks to God, for en-
trusting to our care a healthy baby
daughter. We have named her

TANIA RENEE

Born April 20, 1991, she is a sis-
ter for Jesse

Clarence and Tammy Blokhuis
(nee Linde)

127 Griffin Street
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

==

=
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With thankfulness to our heavenly
Father, the Giver and Preserver of
life, we announce the birth of our
firstborn son

BRENDAN CRAIG

Born March 21, 1991

Tony and Karen Groen
(nee Barendregt)
Box 3908
Smithers, BC VOJ 2NO

L

The Lord has richly blessed our
family with the birth of another
daughter. We named her

ADRIENNE JANELLE

Born April 26, 1991
A little sister for Robert, Eric,
Todd and Dana
Pete and Janese VanderBrugghen
(nee Koster)

847 Carluke Road W., RR 2
Ancaster, ON L9G 3L1

F Psalm 128

With thanks to our Lord, the Giv-
er of all life, we joyfully announce
the birth of

JOHN PETER

Born May 5, 1991

A brother for: Richard, Matthew,
Aileen, and Scott

Peter and Margaret Feenstra

(nee Aikema)

5438 Mountainview Road
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2

=_—
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m Behold, | have graven you on the
palms of My hands. Isaiah 49:16a

With joy and thankfulness to the
Lord, who has entrusted us with
another one of His covenant chil-
dren, we announce the birth of our
daughter

ARDIS MALINDA

Ardis was born at the fifth hour on
the fifth day of the fifth month of
the year 1991.

A sister for Arin John
and Deanna Lynn

Jake and Darlene Kuik
(nee Jansen)

Alameda Cel. Romulo Morais S/N
Maragogi, Alagoas
57955, Brazil
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This is the LoRrD's doing; it is mar-
‘velous in our eyes.  psaim 118:23
On May 26, 1991, our family could
again experience God's wonderful
goodness when He granted to us

another child, a baby boy. We
named him

DUSTIN JOHN

A brother for Candice Bernice

Ron and Bonnie Kuik
(nee Versteeg)

413 Melrose Avenue East
Winnipeg, MB R2C 0B5

=

Psalm 144:12
We thank and praise the Lord for
the birth of our children
RHONDA LYN
and
RYAN ANDREW

Born April 29, 1991

A sister and brother for Jeremy,
Daryl, Laura, Colette
and Marc

1

Ron and Marcia Vandenbos
(nee Boersema)
RR 3

| Embro, ON NOJ 140
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BENJAMIN JOHN
WEIDENHAMMER

was born May 1, 1991. We are
very thankful that God has en-
riched our family with another
healthy child. To Him be the glory!

Wayne and Marna
Weidenhammer
Evelyn, Henry

—

Box 173
Alma, ON NOB 1A0
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With thankfulness to our heaven-
ly Father, the Creator and Giver
of life, we joyfully announce the
birth of our first child, a daughter

SHERYL LORRAINE

Born April 5, 1991

Ron and Rose Wiegers
(nee deHaas)

7455A-256 Street, RR 3
Aldergrove, BC VOX 1A0
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With thankfulness to the Lord who
made all things well, we would like
to announce the birth of our first
child, a son,

WILLIAM ALLAN

Born February 20, 1991

Randy and Carol VanderMolen
(nee Witteveen)

5641 Rock Road
Sumas, WA U.S.A. 98295
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The Lord has richly blessed us
with the birth of another healthy
covenant child whom we have
named

ROBERT FREDERICK

Born April 20, 1991

A brother for Lee-Anne, Jennifer,
Adrian

John and Helen Vanderwoerd

(nee Engbers)

PO Box 565
Arthur, ON NOG 1A0
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Lo, sons are a heritage from the m
Lorp. Psalm 127:3a

With great thankfulness to our
heavenly Father, who has blessed
us with another covenant child,
we joyfully announce the birth of
our son,

COLIN DANIEL

Born May 7, 1991
A brother for Larissa and Janelle
Albert and Melanie Kasper
(nee DeGelder)

RR 4
Dundas, ON L9H 5E4

—r

O Lomp, how manifold are Thy
works! In wisdom hast Thou made
them all. Psalm 104:24

With joy and thankfulness to the
Creator and Sustainer of life, we
announce the birth of

GREGORY REYNOLD

Born May 12, 1991
A brother for Dirk and James
Wim and Cecile Kanis
(nee Van Woudenberg)

RR 2 S66 C9
Smithers, BC VOJ 2NO

-

Blessed be the Lorp, the God of
Israel, who alone does wondrous

things. Psalm 72:18
The Lord entrusted us with
another covenant child

GLEN

Son of Ted and Tineke De Vries

Brother for Anna, Ruby, Sharon,
John, Daniel, Kathy
and Fay

April 13, 1991

4680 Tolmie Road
RR 1, Yarrow, BC VOX 2A0

J
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With thankfulness to the Lord, who brought us together,
we are happy to announce our engagement.

MARGARET TERESA NIEZEN
and
PAUL JAN JANSSEN

May 1, 1991

RR3
Orangeville, ON L9W 2Z1

With thankfulness to the Lord, we

JEAN HOFSINK
and
PETER VAN WOUDENBERG

—ar

wish to announce our engagement.
April 18, 1991
Chilliwack, BC
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With thankfulness to the Lord, who has brought us to-
gether, we,

NANCY JOANNE
and
GLEN EDWARD

together with our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Korten
and Mr. and Mrs. Ed VanDer Velde, wish to announce
our forthcoming marriage. Ceremony to take place
D.V. on Friday June 14, 1991 at 7 p.m. in the Canadian
Reformed Church in Attercliffe.

Rev. D.G.J. Agema officiating.

Future address:
RR 1
Dunnville, ON N1A 2W1
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1 Corinthians 13:4-7 ﬁ
With gratitude to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Kuik
and Mr. and Mrs. John Bosma are happy to announce
the marriage of their children

HEATHER MICHELLE
and
DAVID NATHAN ZACHARIAH
The ceremony will take place, D.V., Saturday, June 29,

1991 at 1:30 p.m. in the Rehoboth Canadian Reformed
Church, Burlington, ON.

Rev. J. Geertsema officiating.

Future address:
7065 Airport Road East
RR 2, Mount Hope, ON LOR 1WO0
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With thankfulness to the Lord, we

ALITA CAZEMIER
and
BERNARD VAN SPRONSEN

invite you to share in our joy as we exchange marriage
vows, the Lord willing, on Saturday, June the twenty
second nineteen hundred and ninety-one at one o'clock
p.m. at the Christian Reformed Church, 3605 - 12th
Street, Vernon, BC.

Rev. C. Van Spronsen officiating.

Future address:
27 Lakeview Trailer Park
Clerke Road, Vernon, BC V1B 1W2 H
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m With joy and thankfulness to the Lord who has brought
us together we,
ADRIANA BOOT
and

JELKO DERK OOSTERHOF

together with our parents, invite you to share with us our
joy in this celebration of Christian marriage on Saturday
July 6, 1991 at 3:00 p.m. in the Maranatha Canadian
Reformed Church, Fergus, ON.

Rev. J. Huijgen officiating.

2-15 Orchard Heights
Chatham, ON

|=——+]

Lisse — 1931 — May 27 — Coaldale — 1991

With thankfulness and praise to the Lord, who has
spared them for each other and for us all, we celebrated
the 60th Wedding Anniversary of our parents, grandpar-
ents, and great-grandparents

HERMANUS and SYKE H. VAN BOSTELEN
(nee Horsman)

Their wedding text...Romans 12:12

Rejoice in your hope; be patient in tribulation; be con- %
stant in prayer. H

Calgary, AB: Martin and Barbara Van Bostelen

Yudhi Van Bostelen

and Shelly Williams

Alice

Mary and Mance Breukelman H

Arlene Breukelman H
Lydia and Megan

Beverley

Harley

Sandra

Alan

John

Christine

Michael

George and Maria Van Bostelen

Glen and Jacqueline Leffers
Eric and Joel

Johan and Wanda Knol

Coaldale, AB:
London, ON:

Coaldale, AB:

[[ Turin, AB:

Justin
Coaldale, AB:  Clayton
Conrad
Edmonton, AB: Neil and Gertrude Van Bostelen
Colin

Robert and Cindy Van Bostelen

Jaimie, Trevor, Jordon

Carole Ann and Brian Sirockman
Amber

Debbie

Peter and Sonja Van Bostelen

Kent

Troy

Wade

Ross

Gwen

Spruce Grove,
AB:
Edmonton, AB:

=]

L Their grateful children and grandchildren:

Box 666, Coaldale, AB TOK OLO
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Friday, July 26, 1991

1 lift up my eyes to the hills. From whence does my help
come? My help comes from the Lorp, who made heaven

m Psalm 121:1,2
With thankfulness to the Lord who brought them
together, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Stad are pleased to
announce the marriage of their daughter

‘:‘EEEEEEEJ

ALIDA
to
ANTHONY ERIC

son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Barendregt.
The Lord willing, the ceremony will take place in

the Canadian Reformed Church of Smithers, B.C. at
1:00 p.m.

Rev. B.J. Berends officiating.

Future address:
407 Melrose Ave. E.
Winnipeg, MB R2C 0B5
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1961 — June 23 — 1991
Psalm 128:5,6

With thankfulness to the Lord, we hope to celebrate
the 30th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and
grandparents

LUKE and ENA JONKER (nee Groen)

We pray that the Lord will continue to be their help and
aid.

Erin, ON: John W. and Carrie Jonker
Benjamin, Alyssa
Orangeville, ON: Robert and Kim Jonker

Joshua, Jessica, Courtney
Willowdale, ON: Jarrod and Liz Jonker

Orangeville, ON: Trevor Jonker and Marlene Brouwer
Jason Jonker
and Corinne Schulenberg
Tamara Jonker
Rachel Jonker
Shaun Jonker
Kristen Jonker
Kyle Jonker

20 Lynda Avenue
Orangeville, ON L9W 1Z6
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Spakenburg

grandparents.

and great-grandchild,

Dunnville, ON:
Clarence and Ann Hopman
Lawrence and Wendy
Aaron
Robert
Helena
Rouel
Julian
m Cyrus

Beamsville, ON:

Bert and Elsa Hopman
ﬂ Theo

Gus

Erika

Tesha

Brantford, ON:
Allison and Bernie Schutten
Rodney
Duane
Nathan
Neil

===

Fenwick, ON:

Brendan
Aren
Jordan
Marisa
Alexa

=]

Dunnville, ON:
Art and Cheryl Hopman
Nicholas
Yvonne
Nadine
Andrea
Christopher

I

RR 5
H Dunnville, ON N1A 2W4

With joy and thankfulness to our heavenly Father, who has kept them in His care and guided them through the years,
we hope to celebrate, the Lord willing, the 50th Wedding Anniversary of our parents, grandparents, and great-

Their thankful children, grandchildren,

Margaret and Taco VanderVelde

1941 —July 4 — 1991 Dunnville

In Thee, O LoRp, do | take refuge. psaim 71:1a

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEﬁ

v ek
LAMMERT HOPMAN
and
HENDRIKA HOPMAN (nee Duyst)

I==]—"]

May the Lord continue to keep them and bless them.

I=F=1——]

Toronto, ON:

Hetty and Karl Veldkamp
Brianna
Rachelle

Verona, ON:
Wilma and Shane Cutler

Open House, 2:30 - 5:00 p.m., July 6, 1991
Attercliffe Church, Attercliffe, ON
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1961 — June 12 - 1991
John 15:6 ...for apart from me you can do nothing.
We thank God for the blessings we have received
through our dear parents and grandparents
ALBERT HERMAN KLOS
m and
EKE KLOS (nee VanAssen)

r
m
i
]

whose 30th Wedding Anniversary we remember, D.V.,
on June 12th.

Brandon, MB: John and Joyce Nijeboer
Michael and Savannah
Ben and Rita Faber
Joel and Sarah
Henry and Corrie Klos
Lorelle
Neil and Linda Rook
Brent and Ashley
Darryl and Nancy VanderHoek
Christopher and David
Andy Klos

% Hamilton, ON:
Beamsville, ON:

Surrey, BC:

Box 429
Carman, MB ROG 0J0
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1951 — June 29 — 1991
House and wealth are inherited from fathers, but a
prudent wife is from the LORD. Proverbs 19:14

With great thankfulness to the Lord who has kept them
in His care, we joyfully announce the 40th Wedding
Anniversary of our dear parents and grandparents:

BARTELD WOELDERS
and
HENDRIKJE WOELDERS (ten Brinke)

[H Their thankful children and grandchildren:

Chilliwack, BC:
Houston, BC:

Jenny Woelders

Henry and Penny Woelders
Garret, Shyla

John and Linda Woelders
Andrea, Leanne, Kevin

Chilliwack, BC:

]

Vernon, BC: Gerry and Anita Woelders
Jenise, Darlene, Alisa,
Dennis, Danielle
Houston, BC: Bill and Trudy Woelders
ﬂ] Rhonda

Chilliwack, BC: Barry and Debbie Woelders
Jason, Melissa, Eric, Dylan

Corny and Valerie Woelders
Michael, Daniel

Chilliwack, BC: Richard and Brenda Woelders

42292 Yale Road West
RR 1, Sardis BC V2R 1A9

Abbotsford, BC:

FEEE
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1956 — June 16 — 1991

See what love the Father has given us, that
we should be called children of God...

1 John 3:1a

With joy and thankfulness to the Lord who
has spared them for each other and for us,
we are pleased to announce the 35th Wed-
ding Anniversary of our dear parents and
grandparents

;m

HERMAN VAN VEEN
and
DOROTHY VAN VEEN (nee Stelpstra)

May the Lord continue to bless and keep
you. Love from your thankful children.

RR 3
Fergus, ON N1M 2W4

T N O

April 22, 1910 — May 13, 1991
It pleased the Lord to take unto Himself, His beloved child,

ROELOFJE HULLEMAN (nee Otten)

beloved wife of Arnold Hulleman

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have
fallen asleep. 1 Thessalonians 4:14
Dear Mother of:

Campbellville, ON: Willy and Herman Hulzebosch
Burlington, ON: John Hulleman

Ina Hulleman

Minnie and Ariaan (Harry) Mans
John and Ada Hulleman

Jane and Klaas Mans

Waterdown, ON:
Fonthill, ON:
Dear Opoe of

17 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.

Mount Nemo Lodge
4486 Guelph Line
Milton, ON L9T 2X6




THANK YOU
We wish to thank all the brothers and sisters throughout
Canada for all the cards and best wishes for our 50th
Wedding Anniversary. It all adds to the joy we experienced
that day. Above all we thank our heavenly Father for so
many blessings in the past.

In Him we trust also in the future.
Willem and Geertje Gelderman

THANK YOU

My sincere thanks to all brothers and sisters, colleagues,
various churches in Canada, Australia, the Netherlands
and the American Reformed Church at Grand Rapids who
and which offered their congratulations, shared precious
memories and wished me the Lord's blessing at the oc-
casion of my 50th anniversary in the ministry. It was all
highly appreciated and greatly enjoyed.

Yours in His service,
L. Selles

The Canadian Reformed Church at Winnipeg, Manitoba
cordially invites you to attend the installation of

REV. K. JONKER
on Sunday, June 16, 1991.

211 Rougeau Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 11
Transcona Postal Station R2C 2Z5

The Ancaster and Hamilton Evangelism Committees
recently organized a series of speeches to promote
further skills in the area of evangelism. The speeches
and discussion periods, both stimulating and informative,
are each available on 90-minute edited cassette record-
ings produced by AudioCraft Productions.

Orders will be received until June 28/91. Send your re-
quest, with payment, to Mrs. M. DeBoersap, 105 Cran-
brook Drive, Hamilton, Ontario L9C 4S5 Tel: 416-387-3452

$6.00 per cassette $20.00 per set of 4
25% discount for church and school libraries, evangelism
committees.

Please include your name, address and telephone num-
ber and the church name and address you attend.

The New Age: Age-old or new?
(Rev. J. Geertsema)

Are the Jehovah's Witnesses really witnessing for
Jehovah?
(Rev. P.G. Feenstra)

The gifts and the fruit of the Spirit
(The Charismatic Movement)
(Rev. R.N. Gleason)

Baptism — once, twice, or not at all?
(Rev. Cl. Stam)

DID YOU KNOW?

.. that you can buy one of many single, detached, family
homes in Calgary for under $100,000 or one of not a
few under $90,000?

.. that a Reformed School Society has been established
by the members of the congregation?

.. that this School Society is building up knowledge and
funds as well as looking for a teacher so as to establish
an elementary school?

.. that there is work available for plumbers, mechanics,
sales people, programmers, analysts, not to mention
a host of other professions and trades?

.. that an excellent, full-scale university is located within
the city?

.. that even though Calgary is a big, modern city, it still
has a very relaxed way of life (no rush hour!)?

.. that the glorious Rocky mountains are clearly visible
from the city and are only an hour's drive distant?

.. that we have more than 300 days of sunshine each
year?

.. that we have a growing Building Fund for the purpose
of acquiring our own place of worship?

.. that this beautiful city very much needs the life-giving
and fully-rounded Reformed witness?

.. that we are therefore very eager to welcome Reformed
people to our congregation in order to help us serve
God in this place?

If the above information in any way appeals to you, why
not give a call or write a note to either:

H. deBoer or: Rev. R. Schouten

4571 Rundleville Dr. N.E. 4423 Marlborough Dr. N.E.
Calgary, AB Calgary, AB

T1Y 2S5 T2A 274

(403) 285-7075 (403) 235-2177

We will be glad to answer questions or to send you litera-
ture about our congregation and city.

Mount Nemo Lodge

Life Enrichment Co-ordinator required — full time — for
Mount Nemo Lodge Nursing Home. Mount Nemo Lodge
Nursing Home is an accredited 60 bed extended care fa-
cility owned/operated by Canadian Reformed Society for
a Home for the Aged Inc. Job description includes opera-
tion and programming of Life Enrichment activities, as well
as co-ordination of Volunteer and Pastoral Care pro-
grams. Previous experience required. Applicants must
be qualified in accordance with requirements of Ministry of
health as follows —

* Activation Co-ordination

* Activation Techniques in Gerontology

* Kinesiology, Physio/Occupational Therapy
* Gerontology, Recreation Leadership

Present vacancy must be filled immediately. For further
information contact the Administrator or Director of
Resident Care by calling (416) 335-3636 Monday -
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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Come to Winnipeg where the sun shines on
affordable housing.

IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Winnipeg, Manitoba requires a
TEACHER
for the elementary grades one/two as well as a
PART-TIME HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

preferrably for the Mathematics/Science subject areas as
of September 1991.
Our school has: ¢ Kindergarten to Grade 12

e an enroliment of about 110

« 8 full-time staff members

The successful applicants should have a B.Ed. or be will-
ing to work towards it, and must be members of the Cana-
dian Reformed Churches or sister churches.

For more information, we invite you to contact the principal:
Mr. A. Kingma
Phone: (204) 661-8937 (school)
(204) 663-9069 (home)

Applications may be submitted to:

Education Committee
Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2C 3Z9

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Coaldale, op-
erating the

COALDALE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

requires a
PRINCIPAL and/or TEACHER
and
ONE HALF-TIME TEACHER

The school has a projected enroliment of 109 in K-9 for
September 1991. For further information, contact

Mr. R. Versteeg, acting principal.
School phone: (403) 345-4055
Home: (403) 345-2471

Applications may be sent to:

The Education Committee
Box 1479
Coaldale, AB TOK OLO

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Burlington,
Inc. operating

JOHN CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

is in need of a
TEACHER

for its Remedial Program on a half-time basis.

Inquiries regarding this position may be made of the Prin-
cipal:
Mr. F.C. Ludwig
at (416) 634-8015 (school)
or (416) 335-8311 (home)

Applications should be addressed to his attention at the

school:
607 Dynes Road

Burlington, ON L7N 2V4

THE COVENANT CANADIAN REFORMED
SCHOOL AT NEERLANDIA
requires
TEACHERS

Preference will be given to those with a major in Language
Arts.

Duties to commence at the beginning of the 1991-92
school year.

For more information please contact the principal:
Mr. J. Harthoorn

Phone: (403) 674-4774 (school)
(403) 674-6457 (home)

Please send applications to:

Mr. Dave Terpsma
c/o Covenant Canadian Reformed School
Box 67
Neerlandia, AB TOG 1R0

Advertise

GEERT LAMMERS INSURANCE BROKERS

¢ Auto ¢ Residential ® Commercial e Life
“Specializing in Risk Management Services”

Ron Triemstra
Associate Broker

Res. (416) 646-5087 Bus. (416) 934-0967
101 Scott Street, St. Catharines, ON L2N 1G8
(next to Trinity Church)
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‘Vander Molen & Co.

Chartered Accountants

« Financial & Tax Planning
¢ Auditing » Management Consulting
e Computer Services » Computer Bookkeeping

Small Business Specialist

#202 - 20621 Logan Ave., Langley, BC V3A 7R3
Tel. (604) 533-1591 Fax (604) 533-2389

¢ Accounting

THE
Family Christian
Bookstore
750 Guelph Line
(Opposite the Burlington Mall)
Burlington, Ontario
L7R 3N5

Phone: (416) 637-9151
Thurs. and Fri. till 9 p.m.

With
Common
Consent

by
Rev. W.W.J. VanOene

A Practical Guide to the
Use of the Church Order
of the Canadian Reformed Churches

This work will fill a vacuum that has been felt for a long
time. It guides the reader step by step through our Church
Order, and will prove to be an invaluable help for all our of-
fice-bearers. This work should be found in the libraries of
all our consistories and office-bearers as well as in those of
all our societies, for the societies, too, will find in it wel-
come material for a thorough study of our Church Order
and for a better understanding of how things are to be done
in the local church as well as in the federation of churches.

Order now! *

B About 400 pages $1 9'75

M Hard Cover *GST, Postage and Handling Extra
H Gold Stamped

DON’T BUY INSURANCE
UNTIL ...
YOU CHECK WITH US

LIFE, NON-SMOKER LESS 30%—-60%

“All Lines of Insurance”:
Home, Car, Business, Life, Group, efc.
Serving the Golden Horseshoe.

HOFSINK

Insurance Broker
Box 1145. “B,” Burlington, ON L7P 3S9

JOHN H. HOFSINK (416) 332-3812

NATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE

PETER VAN SPRONSEN
Bus. (604) 542-4054 Fax (604) 542-3706
Res. (604) 545-2657

NRS BLOCK BROS. REALTY LTD.
5300 26th Street, Vernon, B.C. V1T 8G3

Order from your favourite book store, or directly from

D PREMIER PRINTING LTD.

One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, MB, Canada R2J 3X5
Phone (204) 663-9000 Fax (204) 663-9202

FORTRESS
EQUITY MANAGEMENT INC.

3425 Harvester Road, Suite 101B
Burlington, Ontario L7N 3N1.

Roland Van Andel

Bill Van Huisstede

“Independent Financial Planners”

Our services include:
¢ Individual and Group R.R.S.P.’s;
Retirement Income Funds and Annuities;
Guaranteed Investment Certificates;
Company Pension Plans;
Retirement Planning and Counselling.
For a free Consultation call
(416) 333-0902
Committed to Your Success

291




Good Books for
the Christian Family

Written by Rev. W. Pouwelse

LIVING STONES

Rev. W. Pouwelse

A Spiritual House

Like Living Stones

Marriage and Family Life
Marriage and Divorce
Marriage and Procreation
The Unmarried State

Some Aspects of Counseling
Drugs

The Borderline of Human Life
Test-tube Babies

Organ Transplants

Child Abuse

Capital Punishment

Some Reflections on War and

and school
children

Organized labour
Our position on lotteries

Disarmament

$7.95*EACH

*GST, Postage and Handling Extra

Childrearing and discipline
The relationship between family

The position of adopted children
The position of handicapped

The position of elderly people

The task of a mother in a family

The relationship between
employer and employee

The influence of the news media
The importance of prayer

A WELL-FOUNDED *
CITY

Rev. W. Pouwelse

e

Just published!
Book 3 in this series

A Well-Founded City

Sojourners and citizens

God's providence and our
responsibility

Revelation versus speculation

Through love be servants

Being a living member

Entertainment

The keys of the kingdom

Human intelligence versus
computer logic

Moral and social implications of
the computer

Health and environment

Aging and health

Dealing with grief

SS9 e

*GST, Postage and Handling Extra

ORDER FROM YOUR LOCAL
CORRESPONDENT, YOUR FAVOURITE
BOOKSTORE OR DIRECTLY FROM

D
P

PREMIER PRINTING LTD.

One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, MB, Canada R2J 3X5
Phone (204) 663-9000 Fax (204) 663-9202




