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EDITORIAL

By J. Geertsema

The Significance of our
Reformed Church Order in our
Reformed Church Federation

Vacant churches are not falling
apart

There are, at this moment, thirteen
vacant churches in our federation. It is
not easy for a consistory and for a con-
gregation to be vacant for a longer peri-
od. Especially after a while the need for
a minister can be felt as quite urgent.
Nevertheless, the statement placed at
the beginning of this article is true: these
vacant churches are not falling apart. We
may ask: why not?

This question is legitimate. For it
has happened in the past and continues
to happen that a congregation disinte-
grates when its minister leaves or pass-
es away. One can see this happen on
our North American continent, in partic-
ular when an eloguent and enthusiastic
preacher gathers a congregation around
himself. When he leaves or dies, the
congregation has lost its center.

Although we can notice this often in
the evangelical world, | would like to take
two examples on this point from the his-
tory of the Reformed Churches. My first
example is the congregation of Rev.
H.P. Scholte in Pella, Ohio, U.S.A., in the
previous century. Rev. Scholte, one of
the two first leaders of the Secession of
1834 in the Netherlands, emigrated to
Pella in 1847, together with others who
sought freedom of religion on this side
of the Atlantic Ocean. Still in the Nether-
lands, he did not favour an abiding by or
return to the Reformed Church Order of
Dort after the Secession. And in Pella
he established an independent congre-
gation. When Scholte passed away, his
church was disintegrating already.

Rudolph Van Reest (pen name for
K.C. van Spronsen) writes:'

Scholte was a pious man in the
good sense of the word. But in his
person and work is shown that piety
alone is not sufficient. In the end, al-
ways again, it is the wrong insight in
the Word of God, a wrong thinking
about church and church federation,
a wrong concept of the office in the
church, which can cause the misery

314

and, eventually, the destruction of

the local church.

In particular the ecclesiastical in-
dependentism played a destructive
role in the work of Scholte. In the Of-
ficieéle Stukken (Official Documents)
he writes:

It could certainly not be ex-
pected from me that, after the Se-
cession, | would subject the Word
of God to any ecclesiastical sys-
tem of doctrine, or that | would
bind the congregation that had re-
ceived a new freedom to a church
order of more than two hundred
years old.”

Van Reest adds:

This deficient insight remained
with Scholte until his death. But he
had to experience the disastrous and
church destroying consequences of it
both in the Netherlands and in Pella.

Scholte loved the Lord and His people.
He worked hard and gave his life and
possessions for the people whom he
served. And yet, when he died his con-
gregation died away with him. The cause
was, that, in spite of all his good inten-
tions, the freedom which Scholte took
with respect to binding to the doctrine of
the church and in particular Scholte’s
aversion against a strict binding to the
(Reformed) Church Order, or a specific
church organization. In other words, his
independentism meant that he gathered
a congregation around himself, binding it,
in fact, to his person.2 This has as con-
sequence that such a church will break
down when its center is gone.

A second example can be taken from
the more recent history of our Canadian
Reformed Churches. Around the year
1965, with the Synod of Edmonton, the
ideas of Rev. C. De Haan in Winnipeg
and those who followed him were reject-
ed. Rev. De Haan did not want to bind
himself to the Confession because he
considered this a binding to a new law,
while Christ had made us free from the
law. The rejection of a binding to the
Church Order is included here.

We see the same consequences.
Rev. De Haan and those who went with
him formed their own separate congre-
gation, breaking away from the majority
of the consistory. Soon the disintegration
began and worked through. Although he
did not intend this, here again the rejec-
tion of a binding to the Confession and
the Church Order was, in fact, a binding
to the person of the minister.

These examples show the answer
why our vacant churches are not falling
apart. Our Reformed Churches are not
churches gathered around a specific
minister. Not a minister is in the center,
but the Word of God is, as confessed in
the Three Forms of Unity: Scripture and
Confession. We are churches with con-
fessional standards. This means: not a
human person, but the truth about, the
unity of faith in, the triune God as our
God as the churches confess Him in the
Reformed standards is our basis and
binds us together. This is the strength of
the Reformed Churches. This is why
they do not break down when a minister
is gone.

Of course, there are more factors.
According to the instruction of the Scrip-
tures and, based on them, our Reformed
Standards and Church Order, the church-
es have their consistories, the elders
and deacons. It is also not denied that
ministers in the Reformed Churches can
have a great influence. However, the
main thing is that the truth binds us to-
gether and holds us together, and not
some leaders, however gifted they are.
A truly Reformed church and church fed-
eration will examine what their leaders
say with Scripture and Confession as
the norm, and with the Reformed Church
Order in the hand.

The function of the Church Order

It is for this very reason of preserv-
ing the congregations by God’s Word
and truth that the Reformed Churches
have adopted a church order as an ac-
cord of cooperation for their organized
federation. The Church Order is meant



to help each other as churches to re-
main faithful to Scripture and confession.
In the Reformed Church Order the life of
the churches is organized according to
the Word of God. For that reason we
have an Article 26 about the requirement
that all office bearers are to subscribe to
the Reformed Confessions. Also practical
matters, as the manner of organizing
church life in a federation through broad-
er assemblies, are agreed upon. But
this, too, is done to provide stability and
uniformity, aimed at maintaining the uni-
ty of faith in obedience to the Word of
the Lord. All things are to be done in
good order to preserve the peace in the
unity of faith.

In this context the churches have
adopted also what is stated in Art. 37
C.0.: “The classis has the same jurisdic-
tion over the consistory as the regional
synod has over the classis, and the gen-
eral synod over the regional synod.”

In this article we have what is called
“second hand authority.” It is noteworthy
that this article does not speak of the ju-
risdiction of the consistory over the con-
gregation. The authority of elders over
the congregation is clearly stated in
Scripture. It is, thus, directly from Christ.
Therefore, here the authority is “first
hand.” When Art. 37 speaks about juris-
diction of the ecclesiastical assemblies
over each other, this is by mutual agree-
ment of the churches in a federation. The
churches, who want to live together in
the unity of the true faith, and want to
support each other, have given to their
(own) broader or major assemblies the
authority to make binding decisions.
Thus these major assemblies have ju-
risdiction by mutual agreement.

Can that be done? Certainly. As long
as this mutual agreement makes sure
that it can never be a binding in conflict
with Scripture. That is why Art. 31 pre-
cedes Art. 37: “...and whatever may be
agreed upon by a majority vote shall be
considered settied and binding, unless it
is proved to be in conflict with the Word
of God or with the Church Order.” We
must be faithful, first of all, to the LORD,
and so to His Word.

However, when we make mutual
agreements for living together, it is also
fully obedience to this Word, that we
keep those agreements in faithfulness
to each other. This is commanded us by
the Lord on a personal level. But this
“your yes be yes, and your no be no”
counts also for churches living together.

If what is expressed in Art. 37 (in
combination with Art. 31) is not main-
tained, we should not engage in a feder-
ation. Independentism makes living to-
gether impossible and leads to chaos in
which every one does what is good in his

own eyes. Sometimes one can see that
a federation of churches allows local
congregations to go independently their
own way. The divergencies that come
into existence in this way seem to be
only small. However, those divergencies
grow easily into deviations and aberra-
tions, which, then, also are tolerated.
One is on this route of freedom and tol-
eration, anyway. The end result is chaos
in practice and in doctrine.

In situations where people are op-
posed to binding each other to the
Church Order and to the confession be-
cause it restricts the individual freedom,
it is often said: we are bound to Scrip-
ture alone. This sounds nice but simply
does not work, for two reasons. In the
first place, this nice-sounding statement
serves to cover up the refusal to be
bound to the confession and the Church
Order. In the second place, it allows the
individual to come with his own, often de-
viating, interpretations of Scripture.

Therefore, in order to remain faithful
to the LorD as churches together, let us
abide by His Word. And in order to do
this, let us abide by our Reformed Forms
of Unity. And in order to accomplish this,
let us be faithful to each other by abid-
ing by the adopted Church Order in
which this goal is stated and for which
reason the churches gave, by mutual
agreement, jurisdiction to the broader

their decisions for settled and binding, on
the condition of the “unless” of Art. 31.

Church history teaches that indepen-
dentism is destructive in the end, where-
by not the truth but a person, often the
person of the minister, dominates.

Therefore, as ministers, too, let us
watch ourselves that we do not bind the
congregation to our person, or to our
personal likes or dislikes, or personal
impulses, but let us serve the well-be-
ing of the churches, locally and in the
federation, binding ourselves and the
churches to what we have adopted: con-
fessional standards and the order for
our life as churches together. In this
way of abiding by the Word of the Lord,
churches will continue not to fall apart,
even when vacant.

' See the brief biography about Rev. Schoite with
which Van Reest introduces the Dutch transla-
tion of a biography on Scholte’s second wife,
written by one of the daughters, Een
Vreemdelinge in een Vreemd Land (A Stranger
in a Strange Land) by Leonora R. Scholte; Goes:
Oosterbaan & Le Cointre, 1960, p. 71f.

2 See further H. Bouwman, De Crisis der Jeugd.
Eenige Bladzijden uit de Geschiedenis van de
Kerken der Afscheiding, Kampen: Kok, 1914. On
p. 45 we read that after 1840 Hendrick de Cock
and Scholte did not meet again. De Cock “soon
noticed...that Scholte would not unconditionally
agree with the doctrine as this is expressed by
the Reformed Churches in their standards.... De
Cock judged also, contrary to Scholte, that it is
beneficial for the church to have, beside the pure
administration of Word and Sacraments, a good
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REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

By G.Ph. van Popta

And how are they to hear
without a preacher?

God is your Creator. Several very im- | We have retired ministers and profes-

portant things God gave you are ears,
lips, and a heart.

Why did He give you ears? So that
you could hear things. Why did He give
you lips? So that you could speak. Why
did He give you a heart? So that you
would be able to believe. God, the all
wise Creator, made us in such a way that
we would be able to hear the good news
of Jesus Christ with our ears, believe it
with our hearts, and confess what we be-
lieve with our lips.

It starts with hearing.

But what if there is no one from
whom we can hear the good news?
What if there is no one to proclaim it? If
there is no preacher, how can we hear
the gospel of salvation?

This is what the apostle Paul wrote
about in Romans 10. Paul wrote that if
we confess with our lips that Jesus is
Lord and if we believe in our hearts that
God raised Christ from the dead, then
we will be saved. For we believe with
our hearts, and in that way we are justi-
fied before God. We confess what is in
our hearts with our lips, and so we are
saved. Because, everyone and anyone
who calls upon the Name of the Lord
Jesus Christ will be saved.

But, how can we call upon Christ if
we do not believe in Him? And how are
we to believe in the Lord if we have nev-
er heard of Him? And how could we pos-
sibly hear about Christ if there are no
preachers? If there are no preachers, we
are in trouble. For faith comes from what
is heard, and what is heard comes by the
preaching which speaks of Christ.

That is the way the apostle Paul rea-
soned in Romans 10.

Why do | write this? Well, if you are
Canadian Reformed and interested
enough to read this magazine and this
article, then you are a person who is
well enough informed to know that we
are running an awful deficit—of preach-
ers. At the moment of writing the deficit
stands at 30%. Thirteen of our forty-three
congregations do not have pastors. The
lack of preachers is especially acute in
the eastern part of the federation where
ten of the thirteen vacancies are.

The gospel is still proclaimed twice

every Lord’s day on each of our pulpits.
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sors who gladly preach in the vacant
congregations. Failing that, the elders or
a gifted brother of the congregation leads
the services and brings the Word of God
by reading a sermon from Preach the
Word, booklets of sermons prepared by
our ministers. So we are not suffering the
worst case scenario as described by the
apostle Paul.

Yet something is wrong. Why do so
few of the brothers desire to be preach-
ers of the good news of Jesus Christ?

It is a beautiful task.

Allow me to tell you about it. Please
keep reading. Not just the young broth-
ers! | would ask the young sisters and
the older brothers and sisters to keep
reading as well. Perhaps you can urge a
hesitant but gifted young brother, a son
or a boyfriend, to consider the ministry.

What does a minister do? He speaks
the Word of God so that people may
hear with their ears, believe with their
hearts and so be saved, and confess
with their lips what they believe.

A minister’s first calling is to preach
the Word of God. He preaches the Word
on the Lord’s day in the public worship
service. All week long he has studied
certain parts of the Bible. Few are as
privileged as he in that he is busy with
the revelation of God all day long, all
week long. He has struggled with the
Word. The Word has confronted him. It
has accused him. Once again it has
shown him what a miserable sinner he
is, worthy of nothing but eternal damna-
tion. But the gospel has come shining
through all that. He has heard the gospel
of the Saviour who has saved us from
all our sins. And the Word has taught him
how the children of God are to respond
with obedience to the grace of God.
Then on the Lord’s day, the high point of
a preacher’s week, he can bring the fruit
of his labours to the congregation and
feed them with the refreshing Word
which gives life.

During the week he is busy with the
Word as well. He teaches the catechism
classes. God has placed him in a posi-
tion where he can shape and mould
young minds and lives with the Word.
What an opportunity!

A minister also has the beautiful task
of baptizing the lambs of the flock and
those whom God has converted to the
Christian religion. He may distribute the
body and blood of the Lord for the

-strengthening and encouragement of the

members of the church. Serving as the
voice of the congregation, he leads in the
public prayers.

He visits the sick, the lonely, the wid-
owed, the depressed, and the handi-
capped in the congregation. He comforts
them with the Word of God. This can be
a little scary at first. But as long as he
brings the comforting promises of God,
his visits will be good. An especially
wonderful visit to make is to welcome
new lambs to the flock by visiting them
and their mothers shortly after the Lord
has given them. Often a minister’s first
visit to a maternity ward is when he goes
in the official capacity of a minister. That
can be a little frightening. But don’t wor-
ry. The sisters are very forgiving. The
maternity ward is a happy place. The
mothers there will hardly notice as you
nervously stumble and bumble along.

Together with the elders of the
church, who, by the way, will support him
and encourage him in his work, the min-
ister will visit the members and families
of the congregation. Together they will
bring the Word into the homes. They will
teach, encourage, comfort, admonish
and call to repentance. If there is a pre-
vailing sin in the life of a member or fam-
ily, the minister with the elders will show
from the Word how dangerous it is to
live apart from Christ and how beautiful it
is to walk with Him.

A minister is also called upon to do
other things: Voice of the Church broad-
casts, speeches for league days, articles
for magazines, duties for the federation
of churches.

The task is very diverse. But in the
midst of the variety there is unity. The
Word of God unites all the different
tasks. The Word of God is the centre, the
focal point of a preacher’s life. He has
the beautiful task of dipping into the
Word and refreshing the souls of those
who hear him.

But how are they to hear without a
preacher?

Young man, is this for you?



Invisible Church and
Open Communion

A Response to an Article in Clarion, March 28, 1991

With great interest | read Dr. N.H.
Gootjes’ review of the Rev. B.R. Hof-
ford’s brochure, Open Communion in the
OPC. Unlike Dr. Gootjes | happen to
agree basically with Rev. Hofford’s main
thesis in the aforementioned brochure
that the relatively widespread practice of
“open communion” in the OPC has ev-
erything to do with the manner in which
the Westminster Confession has been
formulated and applied, especially with
respect to the church. Rev. Hofford also
wrote, by the way, about the doctrines
concerning election and the covenant,
matters which he integrally related to
the doctrine concerning the church.

After | read Dr. Gootjes’ review, | was
left with the nagging question: if the prac-
tice of “open communion” (followed in
many Presbyterian Churches) does not
stem from a specific view on the (invisi-
ble) church (as given in the Westminster
confession), from where then does this
practice come? Unfortunately Dr. Gootjes
did not address this vital issue.

| agree that taking a starting point in
the doctrine of the “invisible church”
does not necessarily have to lead to a
practice of open communion. But such a
way of speaking certainly makes it easi-
er to arrive at this practice!

Dr. Gootjes introduces a number of
witnesses (John Calvin, Zacharias Ursi-
nus, among others) from the sixteenth
century to prove that speaking about an
“invisible church” does not have to lead
to “open communion.” On the contrary,
he shows that especially those who
wrote in this way strongly defended a
proper fencing of the Lord’s table. Good
point. But is the ecclesiastical situation in
the sixteenth century to be compared
with our present circumstances, after
significant developments during four
centuries? Were Calvin and Ursinus
faced with the same denominationalist
and pluralistic thinking as we are today?

Moreover, | have the impression that
the examples cited by Dr. Gootjes deal
with those who were members of a local
visible church subject to church disci-
pline and not with those who belong to

various and different denominations, as
is presently the point under scrutiny in
Rev. Hofford’s brochure. The historical
references simply do not apply to the
present situation. The man Berthelier, to
whom Dr. Gootjes refers, had been sus-
pended from the Lord’s table for more
than a year and the resulting issue in
Geneva was not “open” versus “restrict-
ed” or “closed” communion but whether
a known unrepentant sinner could be
re-admitted.

When one studies the Report of the
Advisory Committee of the General As-
sembly of the OPC in 1982 which dealt
with Rev. Hofford’s complaint (contained
as appendix in the Acts of General Synod
Burlington, 1986), it becomes clear that
the OPC did not want to adopt a policy of
“closed communion” precisely because
this would mean “denominational exclu-
sivism.” We read also these lines, “Pres-
byterian church government emphasizes
the universal communion of the saints
(WCF, XXVI). This communion ‘as God
offereth opportunity is to be extended
unto all those who in every place call
upon the Name of the Lord Jesus’ (WCF,
XXVI:2; cf. the proof texts: Acts 2:44,45;
1 John 3:17; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Acts
11:29,30.) The government of the Church
is therefore manifested at different levels:
the house-Church, the city or regional
Church, the Church universal. Christians
visiting in other areas can claim the min-
istry of those gifted and recognized as
Church officers, and Church officers
ought to recognize in turn their obligation
to minister to those who come within the
practical scope of their ministry and who
respect their calling” (Acts, page 166, ital-
ics mine, CL.S.).

From the Westminster Confession
(Article 25:1) it can be learned that by the
“universal church” is also meant the in-
visible church. The inference is quite
clear: when people present themselves
to be admitted to the Lord’s Supper and
testify that they are believers, they ought
to be admitted because they belong to
the church universal or the “invisible”
church.

| fully realize that the Westminster
Confession also calls the visible church
“catholic or universal” (Art. 25:2). There
is in the OPC fortunately a good under-
standing that someone must also be-
long to a visible (more or less pure)
“evangelical” church. But the starting
point here lies in the doctrine concern-
ing the invisible church.

A devoted Presbyterian elder, whom
| greatly cherish, once explained it to me
as follows: we may not refuse the fel-
lowship of the table to anyone who says
and shows that he is a true believer, for
who are we to deny other Christians
who are members of the (mystical c.q.
invisible) body of Christ? It is not the
table of a certain church, he said, but
the table of the Lord who alone knows
who are His (the elect)! Therefore,
“closed communion” is out of the ques-
tion, for it displays an exclusivist and
sectarian ecclesiology. If this is true, we
may as well get rid of Article 61 of the
Reformed Church Order which stipulates
that only communicant members in good
standing and members of sister-church-
es with a proper attestation may be ad-
mitted to the Lord’s Supper.

| find it rather remarkable that the
same Prof. John Murray, who criticized
the use of the term “invisible church,” as
Dr. Gootjes mentions, also strongly ad-
vocated restricted communion and
pleaded for strict supervision by the ses-
sion over those who might attend the
table (Collected Writings Il, page 381 ff.),
also over those from other denomina-
tions who could be excluded for specific
reasons even though the session would
like to admit them.

| agree with Dr. Gootjes that some in
the OPC prefer to speak about “restrict-
ed” communion rather than “open” or
“closed” communion. | refer for example
to what Rev. G. |. Williamson remarks in
his explanation of the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith, “...closed communion is
not scriptural today for the simple reason
that some denominations (and congrega-
tions) have ceased to be true churches,
on the one hand, and because no single
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denomination alone is ‘the true church,’
on the other. Open communion is wrong
because it would admit members of false
churches without evidence that they are
Christians, and closed communion is
wrong because it would exclude mem-
bers of true churches without evidence
that they are not Christians” (page 229).
Rev. Williamson concludes, “The proper
administration of the Lord’s Supper is
therefore restricted communion.”

The question is warranted, however,
if in practice the method of fencing the
Lord’s table is not more “open” than “re-
stricted” in many OPC congregations.
Our Committee for Contact with the OPC
reported to General Synod Winnipeg
1989, (comparing the Scottish FCS and
OPC methods of fencing the table), “We
also wondered whether the variety in
methods within the OPC and the most
frequently used method of issuing only
a general warning is not due to the influ-
ence of American individualism.” The
most frequently used method, our Com-
mittee tells us, is basically one of “open
communion,” the only “restriction” being
a general warning. Rev. B.R. Hofford
knows this from personal experience
and therefore properly titled his brochure
the way he did: the OPC practices open
communion or allows such practices.

The Canadian Reformed Churches
have repeatedly voiced concern about
the matter of fencing the table in the
OPC. General Synod 1986 spoke about
a “serious confessional divergency
which is a major issue of mutual con-
cern” (Acts, Article 132). Such a diver-
gency is more than a matter of “Ameri-
can individualism.”

Rev. Hofford attempted to show
wherein this confessional divergency ex-
ists and where it leads to. Does the mat-
ter of church discipline not have every-
thing to do with the doctrine concerning
the church and how this doctrine is ap-
plied? Seeing Dr. Gootjes’ extensive re-
view, rejecting Rev. Hofford’s main the-
sis, | would appreciate it if Dr. Gootjes is
willing to explain from where this OPC
practice with respect to the fencing of the
Lord’s table does come. That would be
a real contribution to the discussion.

Cl. Stam

Invisible Church and Open
Communion
Answer to Rev. C. Stam

By N.H. Gootjes
| am grateful to Rev. Stam for his ex-
tensive reaction to my article. He writes

that he basically agrees with Rev. B.R.
Hofford. Also others said to me that they
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had always thought the doctrine of the
invisible church was responsible for the
way the Lord’s Supper is celebrated in
the OPC. The opinion which Rev. Hof-
ford propounded, seems to be a fairly
common one in the Canadian Reformed
Churches, something | did not know
when | wrote my review. All the more
reason to carefully consider the argu-
ments which are brought forward. That is
what | want to do in this second article.

The heart of the matter

First we have to get the matter
straight. Rev. Stam writes: “l happen to
agree basically with Rev. Hofford’s main
thesis...that the relatively widespread
practice of ‘open communion’ in the OPC
has everything to do with the manner in
which the Westminster Confession has
been formulated and applied, especially
with respect to the church.” However, this
is not Rev. Hofford’s main thesis, with
which | disagreed. Rev. Hofford wrote:
“For us, the most significant consequence
of this emphasis (in the Westminster Con-
fession and Catechisms) on election
and the invisible church is open commu-
nion.” (Open Communion in the OPC, p.
7). Rev. Stam weakens considerably the
strict reasoning of Rev. Hofford.

Rev. Hofford’s reasoning is this: The
Westminster Confession approaches ev-
erything from the viewpoint of election.
Therefore the church is in this confession
defined as the totality of the elect, as the
invisible church. The result for the Lord’s
Supper is, that fencing becomes impos-
sible.

In my article | argued that the doctrine
of the invisible church DID NOT lead to
open communion. | have quoted from the
writings of Calvin, Ursinus and others.
They define the church in terms of elec-
tion, they speak of the invisible church.
Yet they do not advocate open commu-
nion, but are strict in fencing the table.
And my second argument was, that the
traditional doctrine of the invisible church
COULD NOT lead to open communion.
For the sacraments are in the theology of
the 16th and 17th Century connected, not
with the invisible, but with the visible
church. This second argument does not
reappear in the article of Rev. Stam.

In my first article | have already given
several quotations to prove this point. Af-
ter I had written the article | came across
another quotation which shows that in
the view of the OPC, the sacraments
belong to the visible church. Since itis an
important point, | will give it here. The
quotation is taken from the Directory for
Public Worship of the OPC, chapter 4,
section 3:

Since the sacraments are ordinances

of the visible church (emphasis mine,

NHG) they are not to be administered
except under the oversight of the gov-
ernment of the church.
It is perfectly clear, that the official state-
ments of the OPC on the invisible church
do not lead to “open communion.”

The OPC Report

But what about the reality? Did the
OPC not use the doctrine of the invisible
church in such a way, that it led to “open
communion”? Rev. Stam implies this
when he quotes from the Report of the
Advisory Committee of the General As-
sembly of the OPC which dealt with the
complaint of Rev. Hofford. He gives from
this Report the following quotation: “The
government of the Church is therefore
manifested at different levels: the house-
Church, the city or regional Church, the
Church universal.” According to Rev.
Stam, this word “Church universal” also
refers to the invisible church in the West-
minster Confession, 25, 1. “The infer-
ence is quite clear: when people pre-
sent themselves to be admitted to the
Lord’s Supper and testify that they are
believers, they ought to be admitted be-
cause they belong to the church univer-
sal or the ‘invisible’ church.”

However, this interpretation cannot
be correct. When we read the whole
passage we can easily see that the re-
port here is speaking of the visible
church. The quotations belong to part
C.2, which begins as follows: “It is true
that there are false Churches in the
world, both Churches that were once
true and have become apostate (e.g.,
Unitarian) and Churches that never have
been Churches of Christ, although claim-
ing the name (e.g., Mormon). It is also
true that we must apply the marks of the
Church to distinguish between true and
false.” It is obvious that the Report here
speaks about visible churches. The dis-
tinction between true and false church
can only be used for the visible church.

But the Report not only indicates that
it speaks of the visible church, it says so
explicitly. Between the first and the sec-
ond quotation Rev. Stam gives, the OPC
Report states that we may not “deny the
Supper to those who are joined to Christ
and to His Church visible (Acts General
Synod Burlington, 1986, 165). There can
be no doubt that the Report in discussing
the fencing of the Table is dealing with
the visible church.

This is also clear in the broad quota-
tion Rev. Stam gives: “Presbyterian
church government emphasizes the uni-
versal communion of the saints (WCF,
XXVI). This communion ‘as God offer-
eth opportunity is to be extended unto
all those who in every place call upon the
Name of the Lord Jesus.” This is not a



reasoning on the basis of the invisible
church. Then they would have spoken
of “all those who have been elected to
eternal life.” But the expression “all those
who in every place call upon the Name of
the Lord Jesus” shows that “universal
church” here is a local concept. This is
confirmed by the texts which are quot-
ed: Acts 2:44, 45; 1 John 3:17, 2
Corinthians 8:9, Acts 11:29, 30. They
emphasize that the believers have to
help their brothers financially, not only in
the place they live but also in other
places. (By the way, “communion” in the
quotation does therefore not refer to the
sacraments but to financial aid.)

| do not mean to say that | agree
with the reasoning of the OPC Report.
Actually, | do have objections against
their report. But at the same time: It can-
not be maintained that the Report argues
on the basis of the doctrine of the invisi-
ble church. Whether individual mem-
bers of the OPC will defend the position
of the OPC on the fencing of the Lord’s
Supper on the basis of the invisible
church, | do not know. But this is cer-
tainly not their official position.

Calvin and Ursinus

Next, Rev. Stam questions my use of
Calvin, Ursinus and other theologians of
the 17th Century. “Is the ecclesiastical
situation in the sixteenth century to be
compared with our present circum-
stances, after significant developments
during four centuries? Were Calvin and
Ursinus faced with the same denomina-
tionalist and pluralistic thinking as we are
today?” Rev. Stam seems to imply that
these theologians wrote at a time so
much different from ours that their words
do no longer apply to our situation of de-
nominationalism.

In answer | would like to draw atten-
tion to three things. In the first place, the
contention of Rev. Hofford was that the
Westminster Confession with its em-
phasis on election and its doctrine of the
invisible church leads to “open commu-
nion.” This confession was made during
1646 and finalized in 1647. The quota-
tions from Calvin, Ursinus and the pro-
fessors of Leyden University date from
the same time. It is surely not strange or
out of tune to elucidate the teaching of
the Westminster Confession with quota-
tions of theologians from the same peri-
od. If in these theologians the doctrine
of the invisible church does not lead to
slackness in fencing the table, it follows
that the doctrine of the invisible church in
the Westminster Confession cannot be
held responsible for “open communion”
in the OPC.

In the second place, the underlying
thought of the criticism seems to be,

that the ecclesiastical situation of the | should be applied to the situation of to-

16th and 17th Century was simple, com-
pared to the complexity we are faced
with today. This is not true, however. We
are accustomed to distinguish only three
churches in the 16th and 17th Century:
Roman Catholic, Anabaptist and Re-
formed. But in reality many churches and
groups existed side by side. Not only
was the Anabaptist movement split up
in many different groups, the 17th Cen-
tury also saw the beginning of the Bap-
tists. The Libertines were divided into
several groups. There was a anti-trini-
tarian group. The Lutherans were not
united, but split in several factions. The
Zwinglians existed for a time separate
from the Calvinists. Then there were
Arminians and Antinomians. In the Unit-
ed Kingdom there were Episcopalians,
Presbyterians, and Independents, who
soon went different ways. And in Scot-
land it was different again.

The confession about the church
functioned already in the century of the
Reformation in a complex ecclesiastical
situation.

In the third place, even if Calvin and
Ursinus were not faced with the same
denominationalist and pluralistic thinking
as we are today, does this mean that we
can no longer apply their thoughts to-
day? But what would be the result for
the Belgic Confession, which dates from
the same time? The result would be that
we can no longer apply the article on
the true and the false church in our situ-
ation with denominationalist and pluralis-
tic thinking.

However, our professor J. Kamphuis,
has shown that Art. 29 is not limited to
the situation of the 16th Century but
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day too (Verkenningen 1, ch. 1, pp. 7-
20; the same issue was discussed by J.
Geertsema in Clarion, Vol 31 (1982) no.
1, 2, 5). Then we can also still work with
Calvin, Ursinus and other theologians of
that time. What they thought about the
sanctity of the Lord’s Supper can direct-
ly be applied to our situation.

The nagging question

If the practice of the OPC does not
have its origin in the doctrine of the invis-
ible church, from where does it come?,
asks Rev. Stam. “Unfortunately Dr. Goot-
jes did not address this vital issue.”

This criticism is somewhat unfair. |
did not volunteer an article on: The ori-
gins of the OPC practices concerning the
fencing of the Table. | was asked to write
a review on a brochure in which as rea-
son was given the doctrine of the invisi-
ble church in the Westminster Confes-
sion. | could not agree with the reasoning
of this brochure, and | have given my ar-
guments for it. In this context there was
no need for me to come with my own
view regarding the practice in the OPC.

Itis, no doubt, an important question.
But it can only be solved by much his-
torical investigation. The practice of the
OPC is not that of the Presbyterian
Churches in Scotland, so we have prob-
ably to look to America for a reason. But
where did it begin? Was this the way it
was done in the OPC right from the be-
ginning? Did they take it over from the
Presbyterian Church from which they
separated?

Several solutions are possible:

— The origin of their way of fencing the
Table can be in American denomina-
tionalism. The word “denomination”
does not occur in the original West-
minster Confession, but occurs in the
American revision of Ch. 23,3. Then
the practice goes back to America of
the 18th Century.

— It can have its origin in revivalism
and evangelicalism. There it is more
important that you are “born again”
than to which church you belong. If
that is the case, we have to study the
19th Century.

— It can also have to do with American
individualism, as Rev. Stam quotes
from the Report of our Committee for
Contact with the OPC. Only a thor-
ough historical investigation can solve
this problem. But the popular opinion
that it has its origin in the doctrine of
the invisible church as stated in the
Westminster Confession can be
proven to be mistaken.

We have te argue for the right cause with

the right arguments.
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RAY OF SUNSHINE

By Mrs. R. Ravensbergen

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Those who have to live with a physical or mental
deficiency, are used to being looked at, or stared at,
and sometimes not being accepted by other people.
The society calls all those people “handicapped.”
There are two groups of people: those who are hand-
icapped, and those who call themselves “normal.” The
first group of people have a much more difficult task
in the world than the second. They are limited in
physical activities, in moving around, in finding a job,
in communicating with others, in being independent
and having families of their own.

The second group wants to be called “normal.”

For many people that is the most important rule
of life: stick to the norm. Which norm? The norm set
by society, the world around you. But to stick to that
norm is not easy. You are always afraid that you will do
something “abnormal,” with the result that people
will look down on you. Those who think that sticking
to the norms of the world is the main task in their lives,
have a most difficult task. That norm is not always
and everywhere the same. It changes from culture, to
country, to century. It moves constantly, because those
norms are set by people, and people never stay the
same. Things that were very “normal” 100 years ago,
are not accepted by today’s society. If you travel to
the eastern countries, you can very easily make a fool
of yourself, because you are not familiar with the
norms of that country.

This is exactly what everyone wants to avoid: to
make a fool of himself. When you deviate from the
norm, from what is “normal,” people look at you,
laugh at you, and make you feel very uncomfortable.
But when you have to do what everyone else does,
trying to be “normal” becomes very dangerous. The
motive for doing something becomes, “Everyone does
it.” The kind of clothes you wear, the things you do
at home or when you go out, what you eat or drink,
the kind of language you use, it is all decided by the
norm of the society.

In itself there is nothing wrong with a norm. It is
good that there are rules and regulations, otherwise life
would become a chaos. But who often sets the norm?
The unbelieving world does. And who is behind it?
Satan is. Now we know why it is dangerous. Now we
know how difficult and dangerous the task is for
someone who wants to be “normal.” We cannot and
may not be normal to the sinful norms of the world.

As a Christian you have to abide by the norms
which the Lord has set. We know those norms from the
Bible, and from the ten commandments. They are sta-
ble: they were the same for over three thousand years,
and in every country of the world. Everyone who sticks
to those norms is “normal” in the eyes of the Lord.
Maybe the world categorizes you as being handicapped,
because you are blind, or deaf, you can’t speak, or
walk, or maybe you cannot always exactly understand
everything that is going on because your intelligence is
below the norms. But God’s norms are not too high or
too difficult. The Lord’s norms are so that all His chil-
dren are normal. So let the world use its own judgment.

Maybe you are not seen as normal because of the
way you walk, or you don’t watch T.V, or you have to
go to a special school or workshop, or you don’t drink,
or you live in a group home, or you don't dress ac-
cording to the latest fashion, or you sit in a wheelchair,
or you don’t laugh at dirty jokes, or you have to read
braille and cannot go anywhere on your own, or you
don’t go out on Sundays but go to church twice.
There are so many reasons why the world would see
you as deviating from its norms. So, what? It does not
matter at all. As long as the Lord sees you as His nor-
mal child, not deviating from His norms. And we can
all do that. It does not matter what kind of limitations
we have as a result of a physical handicap. God
knows. He created us. He knows what we can do,
and He will help us too! Nobody has such severe limi-
tations that he cannot serve the Lord and do what He
wants us to do. To be normal in God’s eyes is most
difficult for those who want to be seen as normal by
the world.

You want to be the same as everyone else. But
how can you try to be the same while you are so dif-
ferent. When God chose us to be His covenant chil-
dren, when the sign and seal of His covenarnt with us
is on our foreheads, we cannot be the same. We
have to be proud of that, and we have to show that
by being different. We have to show to the people
around us that God’s norms are more important than
the world’s. We have to show to the world what is nor-
mal! Then we can see a foreshadow of the life to
come, where we all will be the same, like we are now
the same in God’s eyes. He sent us His Son, who
saved us from slavery to worldly norms—which
means Satan. Let us then rejoice in Him and give
thanks to our heavenly Father, because to Him, we
are all normal. And that is what counts!
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In Thy commandments [ take great delight;
They are the subject of my meditation.
The path marked by Thy law I'll keep in sight
And guard myself against all deviation.
Thy holy word I'll not neglect or slight;
Thy statutes are the cause of my elation.

Psalm 119:6

From the mailbox:

The sister of Joan Koerselman sent me a change
of address (mailbox number) for Joan. Unfortunately
the June birthdays were already at the printer’s when
[ received the letter. I hope the mailman still sent the
letters to the right mailbox? We hope to do better
next year.

Birthdays for August

August 5
PHILIP SCHUURMAN
“Anchor” Home, 30 Road
RR 2, Beamsville, ON LOR 1B0
Phil hopes to celebrate his 32nd birthday.

August 9
ROSE MALDA
Oakland Centre, 53 Bond Street
Oakville, ON L6J 5B4
Rose is going to be 34.

August 18
FENNY KUIK
38 Rizzuto Bay
Winnipeg, MB R2C 3Y8
Fenny will have her 39th birthday.

August 23
JACK DIELEMAN
307 Connaught Avenue
Willowdale, ON M2R 2M1
For Jack it will be his 19th birthday.

Congratulations with your birthdays, may you all have
a very happy day with lots of mail.

Until next month,
Mrs. R. Ravensbergen
74 62 Highway 20, RR 1
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

Minister’s Workshop

in Hamilton

By P. Aasman

At this workshop, June 3, 1991 it was
a pleasure to receive not only many of our
own ministers, but also about a half dozen
guests. The main address was given by
Professor J. Geertsema on, “The Theme
of the Letter of James: Be Perfect as your
Father in Heaven is Perfect.”

Professor Geertsema began by
showing how past studies have either
passed this letter off as a gathering of
material loosely collected around sever-
al general themes, or, they have tried to
discover integral unity in the letter, but
failed because they had been misled by
liberal scholarship.

Then the speaker delved into a tech-
nical analysis of the first verses of the let-
ter, showing that they climaxed in the
words, “that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.” It becomes
clear that James is working out the
teaching of the Lord Jesus when he said:

“You therefore must be perfect as your
heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).

This thesis was not left to stand by
itself, but was subsequently traced
through the whole letter. Thus in one
hand, we are able to grasp the whole
message of James which otherwise
seems so diffused. In the discussion
which followed the speaker ably defend-
ed his thesis in the face of lesser and
greater challenges.

In the afternoon session, Rev.
Boessenkool addressed the assembly
on the topic, “Black Theology in South-
ern Africa.” Rev. Boessenkool is minis-
ter of the Word in our sister churches of
South Africa, and is presently serving the
Lord in the church at London. He began
by showing that Black theology in South-
ern Africa has its origins in the U.S.A.
and Latin America. It developed through
three phases. The first phase may be
called Black Consciousness. It arose

during the American Civil War where
blacks not only fought, but changed the
outcome of the war, so that they were
emancipated. This gave rise to a greater
sense of dignity in their race and a
stronger desire to struggle together for
equality in society. Black Conscious-
ness gave way to Black Power which by
the late 1960s saw blacks making radical
demands of whites in their struggle for
equality. This has given way to Black
Theology, especially under the influence
of such men as Mahatma Gandhi, Martin
Luther King and Gustavo Gutierrez.
Black Theology has transformed ortho-
doxy, robbed the Saviour of His atoning
riches and made the Lord into a Jesus
that loves the poor and powerless and
hates the rich.

After a brief discussion, the meeting
was concluded with the hope of meeting
again, the Lord willing, on January 6,

1992.
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SCHOOL CROSSING

By G.M. Spyker

The Christian Character
of a Reformed School

Editor’s Note:

The following contribution, a 2nd in-
stalment (the 1st appeared in Clarion,
Feb. 1, 1991), by Mr. G.M. Spyker, a
foreword and translation of an article by
Dr. J. van Bruggen of the Theological
University in Kampen (the Netherlands),
is taken over from the magazine of the
Australian Free Reformed Teachers’ As-
sociation, April 1991. Where applicable
references to the church has been
changed to the Canadian Reformed
Church. (a.w.)

One of the major points which came
to the fore was that a Reformed school
needs to be Reformed continually in or-
der to remain a Christian school. The
Christian character is summarized in the
three elements: faith, conversion and
prayer. The first element has been dealt
with, the other two form the main sec-
tions of the second part of the article.
The headings are: Commandment (con-
version in conformity with the norm of the
Ten Commandments) and Prayer (as
taught in the Lord’s Prayer).

Commandment

The Christian character in all our ac-
tions is measured by the norm of God’s
law, as it is summarized in the Ten Com-
mandments. To acknowledge this is not
difficult. But do we put into practice what
we preach?

Some decades ago, a clear and gen-
erally accepted Reformed code of
morals and ethics regarding many prac-
tices existed. These morals were the re-
sult of a collective conduct in subjection
to God’s commandments. After the Sec-
ond World War many of those who call
themselves Reformed, lost interest in
these Reformed morals. With Canadian
Reformed people some of these morals
are disappearing as well. In the Nether-
lands those of Reformed-synodical back-
ground openly and brazenly protested
against the existence of this morality, a
Reformed code of conduct. However, in
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Canadian Reformed circles this protest
is hardly heard. There this morality
threatens to die a silent death.

It is noticeable in various ways. One
way is a constant and silent erosion of
values with hardly any or no protest at
all. Playing cards is accepted. Theatre
is selectively accepted. Cabaret is dis-
cussed at school. What is lacking here
and in similar cases, however, is an hon-
est justification of this change of code.
Certain practices of the “fathers” may be
changed, but they deserve to be dealt

“Therefore let
anyone who thinks
he stands take heed
lest he fall”

1 Corinthians 10:12

with fairly and responsibly. Those who do
not render an account of changes soon
will lose all understanding of morality.

Apart from this constant erosion of
values there is also a lack of mainte-
nance. Past rules still exist, but a com-
mon code of conduct is hardly ever de-
veloped for new phenomena. The
general consensus of opinion regarding
the cinema is still rather negative, but
this consensus hardly exists regarding
the use of the television, the Sunday ob-
servance with the increased availability of
cars, and the spending of our holidays.

The combination of this constant
erosion of values and the lack of main-
tenance result in inconsistencies. Do
not participate in sporting activities on
Sunday, yet watch them on T.V.

In lieu of a Reformed morality one
hears today the often repeated motto
that the mature Christian has his own
freedom and responsibility. We are

obliged to respect each others opinions
and decisions. From the collective
framework of the church community one
quickly and easily changes over to the
individual development of a style of liv-
ing. Only with a seeming reference to
Romans 14 or 1 Corinthians 8-10 one
tries to give this idea a biblical founda-
tion. The New Testament, however, ad-
dresses us collectively regarding our
walk of life in the freedom of Christ. He
addresses us as one body, where all
members line up together. If we want to
walk in Christ, common consultation is of
paramount importance. Then we can de-
cide upon our common ways of life, so
that we can support each other and no-
body gets lost.

It is high time that within the Canadi-
an Reformed Churches proper attention
is paid to the Reformed values of Chris-
tian living. Standards and often empty
slogans ought to be closely checked.
Only half the truth is said when one
states that we have to discern between
norm and tradition, that we should not
equate commandment and value, and
that tradition and morals always ought
to be judged in the light of the norm, the
commandment. But tradition and morals
are not only determined by the norm,
but also by the practice. In our way of life,
which is subjected to the command-
ments, we must be practical people.
Much of our past values can be deleted
as non-obligatory if we are only guided
by the norm, while in practice morality
has had a preserving, supporting and
unifying effect. There are thousands of
things which are not mentioned in the
Bible, yet it would be wise to either keep
them or leave them.

If we want to restore our values and
morals, we must understand what effect
our attitude and conduct has on others.
When one thinks he has the freedom to
break up camp on Sunday evening, then
he must remember that this affects the
owner of the caravan park. When one
serves beer at a party of high school



students, then he can say that it is the
other parents’ own business whether or
not they wish to serve a beer as well.
However, life is made very difficult for the
others. Do those parents who have set
rules for the benefit of their children
have to think then that their code of con-
duct is nothing else but an individual
preference? And all this happens if par-
ents do not endeavour to draw a com-
mon line.

But a school is a community within a
community: the authority and possibility
to influence are small. However, a col-
lective way of life as one community will
get lost when everyone who has some
authority does not execute it. The school
should not be afraid. It has its own au-
thority to shape life according to God’s
commandments in concrete guidelines
and objectives. We should not be afraid
if others call us fault-finding or rigid. It is
true that at school we should not have
students who as sheep unthinkingly fol-
low set rules, but we are not allowed to
forget that the students are all sheep of
one flock and have to act accordingly.

One of the high priorities at a Re-
formed school is that teachers have one
common opinion regarding recommend-
ing certain books, newspapers and mag-
azines. How in the world will students
learn to be careful with and help each
other while Reformed teachers are not
able to develop common goals and ad-
here to them?

Furthermore, it is worth mentioning
that there should not only be rules like
how to place bikes in the racks, but also
regarding playing cards in the school,
how to fight the misuse of God’s Name in
our society, also in literature, and guide-
lines with respect to parties, and so on.

(Much of what is said in the follow-
ing paragraphs applies to the Dutch sit-
uation. However, we have to be careful
that we are not caught into the trap of too
many parties as well. “Therefore let any-
one who thinks he stands take heed lest
he fall’-1 Corinthians 10:12. GMS)

| want to mention another point: The
school is allowed to express her opinion,
regarding spending of leisure time by the
young people, isn’t she? True, the orga-
nization of camp-weeks is the task of the
students and their parents, yet the staff of
the school knows that today we live in a
kind of moral vacuum. Many parents dur-
ing their youth did not experience so
many study-weekends or fun-weekends
and parties. They often discover that it is
the school that organizes camps and
most expensive school trips for the young
people, who are already so used to
camping and holidaying. These parents
feel ill at ease. Especially when they no-
tice in hindsight that there are even
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Hymn 2:5

We bless Thee day by day, we praise Thy holy Name;
Thy power and glory we from age to age acclaim.

Keep us from sin and lead us not into temptation. I
Have mercy on us, Lord; hear Thou our supplication. b
Let us be with Thy grace and steadfast love surrounded. E
In Thee we’ve trusted; we shall never be confounded.
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camps and parties which are organized
by the young people themselves without
any input from the school.

An important question is how much
is gained morally by a modest use of
leisure time and money. But how much is
lost? Who is responsible for what? So of-
ten parents have hardly any influence
on what happens during class parties of
high school students. It is the task of the
school (board and staff) together with the
parents to consciously consider the
question what is permissible within the
field of education and instruction and
what has to be excluded. When there is
no consultation within the society of
school and parents, then the child will
suffer. Some parents have a certain
opinion, some teachers a different one,
while other parents think differently
again: there is no common opinion. Ev-
erybody knows better. Because of the
multitude of advisers the child is lost,
while it could have been saved if there
would have been proper consultation.

At the present it seems that some
people are really scared to make rules
of conduct regarding Sunday obser-
vance, spending one’s leisure time, holi-
daying in times of courtship or engage-
ment, birthday parties and so on. It is
quite normal that in the school the com-
mandment “thou shalt not steal’ is
changed into the preventative rule “thou
shalt not leave money in thy pocket.” It
is remarkable that the use of the com-
mandment “thou shalt not commit adul-
tery’ as a protective rule for engaged
couples not to go on holidays together is
looked upon as fussing over others. (On

purpose | take this example from the
generally accepted Reformed norm.)

The Christian character of the Re-
formed school will become the more ob-
vious when boards, principals and staff
members together would develop uni-
form rules of conduct regarding our
morals. The argument exists that we
must prevent that the rules of conduct
are identified with God’s law or are inter-
preted as rigid rules. | do not deem it
necessary to elaborate on these often
one-sided arguments. We should not
fight windmills. It will rarely happen that
the rule to leave'no money in pockets is
interpreted as a rule that promotes
hypocrisy or is identified with the sixth
commandment.

Prayer

Finally we must mention prayer as a
characteristic of the Christian school. It is
really the most important characteristic:
“the most important part of thankful-
ness.” It is obvious that in our school
much is said about how the teacher
should pray in the classroom and how
the students are taught and shown how
to pray reverently and with a childlike
trust. However, | fear that prayer in the
Reformed school receives a somewhat
neglected position. It is not forgotten.
True. It suffers because we are so used
to it. We have a certain tradition; a day
is commenced and concluded with
prayer, like at meetings and meals. A
very good tradition indeed which brings
into practice the commandment to thank

| the Lord in everything we do.
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Under the section commandment we
saw that traditions can suffer when ne-
glected or when there is a lack of main-
tenance. This lack of maintenance is of-
ten the case in high schools. Over the
years we have experienced many
changes in these kind of schools. Also
the change from a common school day
to a cafeteria type of timetable. Through-
out the day students arrive and leave.
The first lesson for one student could be
the third for another. The school day
does not have a common start or con-
clusion. This means that our old tradi-
tion of a common prayer at the start and
at the end of the day does not fit any-
more in this new rhythm. One can try to
keep this tradition; however, it causes
great problems. Students who travel a
long distance are allowed to come ten
minutes late: they are allowed to miss
out on prayer, not on the actual lesson.
Obviously nobody is happy with this de-
velopment. The good intentions to keep
prayer in our schools prevents it from
disappearing. However, we must ask
the question whether for the sake of
prayer at school the timetable should be
organized in such a way that we keep
this tradition.

The order of “prayer at the start and
at the end of the day” can be easily kept
in the primary school, because all class-
es generally start at the same time.
However, schools which do not have a
common start or conclusion of the day
for all classes and all students in the
various classes could consider to take
over the pattern of some foreign institu-
tions: at a specific time during the morn-
ing attention is being paid to prayer,
singing and Bible reading. All classes
could do it straight after morning recess.
Perhaps it is possible that special atten-
tion is paid to prayer during lunch time. In
this way the wearing off of prayer and
thanksgiving before and after lunch will
be prevented and the good habit to eat
lunch at set times instead of at different
times during the morning will be promot-
ed. When the Reformed school has not
been an example in acquiring proper
eating habits and has not taught proper-
ly to pray reverently during lunch times,
how will young people ever eat their
lunch in a Christian manner, after prayer
to God, when they work in offices, facto-
ries or study at tertiary institutions?

If it is not possible to include prayer
in the timetable, but it receives the ap-
propriate attention and reverence, also
by teachers who do not have to start the
day with prayer three times in a row with
different classes anymore, then it will be
easier to pay proper attention to lunch
time prayer, whether it coincides with the
daily devotion or is separated from it.
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Parents who are of the opinion that
work at school cannot commence with-
out prayer, should be asked whether
they in their own family circle do their ut-
most to pray with the child at the break-
fast table before it leaves for school.
True, we do ask for a blessing before
we start our daily work, but first of all
this must start at home. During parents’
evening or by means of the school pa-
per the school could emphasize this
matter. When school starts at an early
hour it is possible that a certain slack-
ness develops in families as well. An in-
tegration of a family worship service in
the morning and a reverent prayer at
school will strengthen the bond between
home and school.

Conclusion

We have discussed a few practical
elements of faith, conversion and prayer
in a Reformed school. Will this school
show its Christian character and contin-
ue to show it? That is in God’s hands. It
is only by grace that this happens and
that our schools receive true Christians
as teachers. We will not be able to keep
these schools without being born again.
A gradual disappearance of the Christian
character of the school could be a pun-
ishment from God for the parents and
congregations.

However, the school exists because
of the churches. Therefore it is so im-
portant for the school that the church,
that the families live in faith, in an obedi-
ent way of life, in communion with God.
In the church prayers are sent up for the
education in the schools. For the proper
existence of the schools it is necessary
that in those schools, prayers are sent
up for the congregations and all her bap-
tized members.

THE THEOLOGICAL
COLLEGE OF THE
CANADIAN REFORMED
CHURCHES

The Seventeenth
Convocation and the
Twenty-second
Anniversary Meeting
of the Theological College

will be held, D.V. on
Friday, September 6, 1991
at 8:00 p.m.

in the auditorium of
Redeemer College
(Hwy. 53, Ancaster)

Dr. J. De Jong
as the featured speaker.

More details will follow.

®
( 'HURCH NEWS . .
MAILING ADDRESS CHANGE:
Canadian Reformed Church
CALLED at Ancaster
To Ancaster, ON c/o Mr. S. VanDelden
’ 109 Oneida Blvd.

Rev. G.Ph. van Popta
of Ottawa, ON

CALLED
To Grand Rapids, MI

Rev. P.G. Feenstra
of Guelph, ON

Ancaster, ON L9G 3C7

This is a temporary change due to
changes at the post office. A new
post box will be rented when avail-
able.

* % Kk

The Theological College

will be closed for summer recess
from July 22 till August 13, 1991.




PRESS RELEASES

Regional Synod West, May 28,
1991 at Cloverdale, BC

1. Opening. On behalf of the conven-
ing church, the Church at Cloverdaile.
Rev. J. Moesker calls the meeting to
order. He requests the brethren to
sing Psalm 90:1, 8, reads Proverbs
10:1-22 and leads in prayer. In wel-
coming the brothers delegates he
also welcomes as guests the Rev.
K. Jonker from Australia, who is on
his way to Winnipeg, and a group of
students of the William of Orange
School.

2. The Credentials are examined by
Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar and Rev. C. Van
Spronsen. It appears that Classis
Alberta-Manitoba as well as Classis
Pacific are lawfully represented. Of
Classis Alberta-Manitoba one minis-
ter and three elders have been re-
placed by their alternates.

3. Regional Synod is constituted. The
following brothers are chosen to
serve Synod as officers: Rev. J. Vis-
scher as chairman, Rev. M. Vander-
Wel as vice-chairman, and Rev. G.
Wieske as clerk. The chairman
thanks the convening church for the
work which had to be done to pre-
pare this Synod.

4. Adoption of the Agenda. After a letter
from the Maranatha Church at Sur-
rey and the appointment of Deputies
ad Art. 48 C.O. as items have been
added to the provisional agenda, the
agenda is adopted.

5. Correspondence. Synod received
two appeals: one by Br. D. Houwel-
ing against an answer from Classis
Pacific, April 3, 1990, concerning a
doctrinal matter, and one by the Con-
sistory of the Church at Carman
against a decision of Classis Alberta-
Manitoba, October 9, 1990, concern-
ing the examination of credentials.
The appeals are respectively read
and discussed. Two committees are
appointed to study the appeals fur-
ther and to formulate an answer to
each case. In order to give the com-
mittees some time to do their advi-
sory work, Synod is adjourned till af-
ter lunch.

Synod is re-opened after the singing of

Psalm 107:1, 12. The reports of the com-

mittees are discussed. In answer to the

appeal of the Consistory of Carman,

Synod decides to deny the requests of
the Church at Carman on the following
considerations:

1. Synod (1989)’s phrase “the lack of a
specified procedure in the Regula-
tions” does not imply the need for
more specific regulations, but is used
by Synod as a defense against the
observation of the Church at Coal-
dale.

2. Classis Alberta-Manitoba did not
give any grounds for its decision.
However, it is within the jurisdiction of
Classis to decide that further detail-
ing of its regulations is not neces-
sary.

3. Carman requested Classis to clarify
its regulations, whereas it is also
within the jurisdiction of the Church
at Carman to propose changes to the
Classical regulations.

In answer to the appeal of Br. D.

Houweling Regional Synod judges

that

a. Br. Houweling’s interpretation of
the Scripture concerning our re-
lationship to the Law is incorrect;

b. the Consistory of the Church at
Lynden has dealt with Br. Houwel-
ing’s complaints according to
Scripture;

c. Classis Pacific therefore correctly
supported the answers given by
the Church at Lynden.

6. The Church at Abbotsford overtures
Regional Synod to insert in its Reg-
ulations as yet the decision which
has been made by Regional Synod,
Smithers, 1979, and which is men-
tioned in Art. 6 of its Acts. Synod de-
cides to do so.

7. Reports.

a. The Deputies ad Art. 48 C.O.,
Rev. P.K.A. de Boer and Rev. J.D.
Wielenga, report on their atten-
dance of the peremptory exami-
nation of Cand. W.B. Slomp.

b. Br. H. Lubbers of Coaldale re-
ports on the finances of Regional
Synod over the period of October
1988 till December 31, 1990. A
report on the auditing of the books
of the treasurer is included. On
recommendation of the treasurer
Synod raises the claim for loss of
wages for those who are delegat-
ed to General Synod to $100.00
a day up to $500.00 a week. The

8.

10.

11.

remuneration for travel expenses
of delegates is raised from 22
cents to 27 cents per kilometer.
The reports are accepted and the
treasurer is discharged from his
duties for this period.

Appointments.

a. The Maranatha Church at Surrey
objects to the idea that this Re-
gional Synod will already appoint
delegates to the General Synod
which will be held in the Fall of
1992 at Lincoln. Synod agrees
with this objection. The appoint-
ment of delegates to the General
Synod as well as the nominations
for the Board of Governors of the
Theological College are therefore
left up to the next Regional Synod.

b. As deputies ad Art. 48 C.O. are
appointed: Rev. P.K.A. de Boer,
Rev. J.D. Wielenga, Rev. B.J.
Berends and Rev. J. Visscher; as
alternates: Rev. C. Van Spronsen
and Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar.

c. Br. H. Lubbers is re-appointed as
treasurer.

d. The Providence Church at Ed-
monton is re-appointed as church
for the archives.

e. The Immanuel Church at Edmon-
ton is re-appointed for the inspec-
tion of the archives.

f. The next Regional Synod will be
convened by the Immanuel
Church at Edmonton. Date: June
16, 1992. The convening church
will do well to inform the treasur-
er as well as the church for the
archives and the church for the in-
spection of the archives of this
date in advance.

A Question Period is held. Censure

ad Art. 44 C.O. appears not to be

necessary.

The Acts and Press Release are

read, and adopted.

Closing. As this may have been the

last Regional Synod to which the

Rev. M. VanderWel has been dele-

gated, the chairman, Rev. J. Vis-

scher, thanks him for his work and
wishes him the best in his upcoming
retirement. After the singing of Hymn

40: 1, 4, the chairman leads in prayer

of thanksgiving and Synod is closed.

For the Regional Synod,
M. VanderWel
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Classis Ontario North, June 14,
1991, held at Rehoboth Church,
Burlington

1. On behalf of the convening church,
the church at Lower Sackuville, the
Rev. G.Ph. van Popta calls the meet-
ing to order. He reads Hebrews 13:7-
21, invites the delegates to sing Ps.
91:1,5, and leads in prayer. He
speaks words of welcome to the del-
egates and to the deputies of re-
gional synod.

2. The delegates of the church at
Guelph examine the credentials.
They report that all the churches are
duly represented.

3. Classis is constituted.

4. The officers suggested by the last
classis take their respective places:
Chairman: Rev. W. den Hollander
Vice-Chairman: Rev. G.Ph. van
Popta
Clerk: Rev. P. Aasman
The chairman opens the classis with
some fitting words of thanks to the
convening church, Lower Sackville,
and the hosting church, Burlington
West. He also recalls the classical
memorabilia. He introduces the dele-
gates, welcomes the deputies of re-
gional synod and the visitors.

5. The agenda is adopted.

6. Proposals or instructions from
churches.

a. Burlington West asks advice ref-
erence the retirement of the Rev.
J. Mulder ad Art. 13 C.O. The rel-
evant documents are read. After
some discussion, classis and the
deputies of regional synod state
that there are no objections to
the request of Burlington West to
grant the Rev. J. Mulder the hon-
ourable status of minister-emeri-
tus as of Sept. 1, 1991. A decla-
ration of release is read by the
chairman and signed by the exec-
utive of classis and the deputies
of regional synod. The chairman
and the deputies of regional syn-
od speak appropriate words of
thanks to the Rev. J. Mulder and
Mrs. Mulder. Rev. Mulder re-
sponds with some well chosen
words. After this, the deputies of
regional synod leave the assem-
bly. Rev. G.Ph. van Popta is ap-
pointed to represent classis on
Sunday, Aug. 25, when Rev. Mul-
der will, D.V., preach his farewell
sermon.

b. The church at Burlington East re-
quests the approbation of the call
which it extended to the Rev. G.
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Nederveen. All the required docu-
ments are present. The call is ap-
proved. Rev. W. den Hollander is
appointed to represent classis on
Sunday, Aug. 25, at the installa-
tion of Rev. G. Nederveen.

c. Burlington East proposes that fu-
ture classical meetings be con-
vened at the premises of Ebenez-
er Church on Dynes Rd. This
proposal is adopted. The church
at Burlington West is thanked for
the hospitality it has shown by
hosting the classical meetings of
past years.

d. Brampton requests classis to ap-

point the Rev. G. Nederveen as
its counsellor. Classis so ap-
points. Brampton requests pulpit
supply one Sunday per month as
of September. This request is
granted. Rev. Nederveen is given
the task of coordinating pulpit
supply in the vacant churches.
The following schedule is ap-

proved:

Brampton:

1991 Sept. — Aasman
Oct. —Gleason
Nov. —Feenstra
Dec. —Huijgen

1992 Jan. — Gleason
Feb. —van Popta
Mar. — Nederveen
Apr.  —Huijgen
May - Feenstra
June —Aasman

Elora:

1992 Apr. - Feenstra
May — Nederveen
June —van Popta

7. Question Period ad Art. 44 C.O. One
church asks for some advice in a
matter in which it needs help. Ad-
vice is given.

8. Reports:

a. The committee for fund for needy
churches submits a report which
includes financial statements.
The committee also requests the
churches to be diligent in con-
tributing their respective assess-
ments.

b. The committee for fund for needy
churches reports that it has re-
ceived a request for financial aid

PLEASE NOTE

Next Clarion issue, nos. 15 and 16,
will be our summer holiday issue.
This combined issue will be pub-
lished on August 2, 1991.

from the church at Elora. After
discussion, classis decides to de-
fer a decision on this request to
Classis September 13, 1991,
since the churches have not had
time to discuss the financial im-
plications of granting this request.

c. Reports of church visitations made
to the churches at Burlington
West, Burlington East, Toronto,
and Fergus are submitted.

d. The church at Burlington South re-
ports that it has inspected the
classical archives and found all
to be in good order.

9. Appointments:

For next classis:

Convening church - Orangeville

Date - Sept. 13, 1991

Place - Burlington East

Chairman - Rev. P.G. Feenstra

Vice-Chairman - Rev. P. Aasman

Clerk - Rev. W. den Hollander

In light of the upcoming retirement

of Rev. Mulder, the following ap-

pointments are made:

Coordinator of examinations - Rev.

P.G. Feenstra

Examiner in doctrine and creeds -

Rev. R. Gleason

10. Question Period: Several brothers
make use of the opportunity given.

11. Censure ad Art. 44 C.O. There is no
need for any member to be cen-
sured.

12. The Acts are read and adopted. The
press release is read and approved.
The chairman invites the delegates
to sing Ps. 134:1, 2, leads in prayer
of thanksgiving, and closes the as-
sembly.

G.Ph. van Popta
Vice-Chairman, e.t.

Meeting of the ILPB and the
Administration and Promotion
Committees

April 5, 1991, London

Representing the Men’s League:
George Helder, Keith Sikkema

Women'’s League: Martha DeGelder,
Lise Schutten

Young People’s League: Joe Poppe

Promotion Committee: Johan Van-
derJagt

Administration Committee: Thea
Heyink, Tim Hutten, Rennie Pieterman,
Elaine Spriensma, Heather Van Mid-
dlekoop
1. The Chairman, G. Helder, opened in

the usual Christian manner. He wel-

comed all present.



2. Agenda was established.

3. Minutes of previous meeting were
adjusted and adopted.

4. Progress was reported:

Galatians - M.J.C. Blok: is ready for
typesetting. To go to printer as soon
as possible.

Romans - Joh. Francke: is also ready
for typesetting. Promises to be a
large book, exceeding 250 pages.
Should be ready for sale by late sum-
mer. Advertising should begin im-
mediately to ensure study societies
are aware this will be ready, D.V., by
new study season. It was decided
not to proceed with hard cover, but
go with a sewn soft cover. Tentative
price was discussed. Will include
Cataloguing in Publication Data.

Philippians - K. Deddens: should be re-
ceived very soon from the editor.
Will be typeset as soon as possible.

Church in the Last Judgment - B. Hol-
werda: is still being re-edited.

Luke Vol. 1 - C. Hagens: still being re-
translated (revised) to fall in line with
the style of translation of Vol. 2.

Acts Vol. 1 - C. VandenBeryg: is translat-
ed. An editor needs to be found will-
ing to work on this manuscript.

Acts Vol. 2 - C. VandenBerg: is being
translated.

Believe and Confess - C.G. Bos: no
change.

Hebrews - Revised - L. Selles: revised
version is ready for editing.

5. Sales Report was tabled:

a. Sales are steady.

b. Handling charges will apply at
3%, minimum $1.00.

c¢. Future sale packages will be ex-
empt from normal discounts.

6. Financial Report was tabled and dis-
cussed:

a. Financial statements were dis-
cussed and adopted.

b. Financial situation continues to
look bleak, unless sales triple.

¢. Inventory is too high—if more
movement could be encouraged,
situation would also improve.

7. Promotion Report was tabled and
discussed:

a. Input into marketing strategies is
encouraged.

b. Updates continue to be sent to
congregational representatives.

c. Analysis will be made of the per-
formance of each representative.
Perhaps some personal contact
could be made.

d. Restored policy for bookstore dis-
counts was adopted. Those book-
stores which also act as reps will

be informed that new reps will be
sought in their congregation.

e. New reps are needed for the fol-
lowing congregations: Chatsworth,
Langley, Neerlandia, Orangeville,
Port Kells, Rockway. Other con-
gregations will be reviewed.

Mileage remuneration was reviewed

and adjusted.

9. Young People’s Board member’s
termis up. The YP league is encour-
aged to keep involved by sending
two reps to all meetings. Their input
is important and vital.

10. J. Poppe led in thanksgiving and the
meeting was closed.

T. Heyink, Administrator
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OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betty

Dear Busy Beavers,

How do you celebrate Canada Day?

Does your family plan a picnic?

That’s a fun way to enjoy our country’s 124th birthday!

A birthday is always a day to give thanks, right?

And we give thanks for freedom, for beauty, for plenty
that we may enjoy in our country!

FOR YOU TO DO

When Canada was “born” at Confederation in 1867,
someone hoped it would be a great country “from sea to
When did this dream come true?

When did the last province join Confederation?
What province was this?

sea

For your reward, send your answers to

The Busy Beaver Club
c/o Aunt Betty
Premier Printing Ltd.
One Beghin Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2J 3X5
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One Exciting Day!

...On April 13...1 went to my best friend Evelynn.
We went on bike rides and had lots of fun. We also
looked at the pretty flowers in their yard. And the same
day was the walkathon. You had to walk 15 km. |
walked with my friends and the boys. One of them had
some change in his pocket. When we walked past the
“Yarrow-Stork” we didn’t walk past. We walked in. We
all got a piece of gum! Later, as we kept on going we sat
on the steps of the Mennonite Church. We were des-
perate to be last because the first and the last get a
chocolate bar, also other people who did special things.
And that afternoon my Mom had the baby! His name
was Glen. What an exciting day that was!

by Busy Beaver Sharon DeVries

R
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Quiz Time!

FRIENDS OF THE LORD JESUS

Can you fill in the blanks with the names of some of Jesus’
friends?

1. , , and

were the only witnesses at both the

transfiguration (Mat. 17:1-13) and the prayer at Gethsemane.

2. sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to Him.

3. Jesus raised from the dead.

4. expressed her belief in Jesus.
(John 11:24)
5. helped bury Jesus.

6. The tomb the Lord was buried in belonged to

7. pointed his followers to the Lord Jesus.
8. Jesus befriended . (Luke 19:5)
9. spoke to the Lord in the garden,

thinking Him to be the gardener.
10. Jesus shared a meal with friends at the home of
. (Mat. 26:6)

(See answers)



NAMES WORDSEARCH
by Busy Beaver Janine Vander Hoeven

VIHEKANDY | Mo

OMLEPMERW]| Lsa Liz Ron

v I A 1HPOS | Alce Sophia Mark

FHMNTERTDS | John Angela Sherri

U&GHMNEUJH | Amos Betty Julie

HEEEBRERDE | Karen Ken Amy

EE LEYEHGR/| Andy Keith Ben

RNANTCTHNR | Herman Henry

MENTJTDOI When you are finished, there

ARLYEY DN ghouldbe 17 letters left. You can

NASTILINE/| make asentence with the letters.

TEJULTIEE | Trytofigure out what it is and write
it on the line.

RIDDLE FUN!!

By Busy Beavers Vickie Aikema, David Aikema and Es-
ther Hordyk

In which state would Noah feel most at home?
Why is it hard to carry on a conversation with a goat?
Which is better, an old ten dollar bill or a new one?
What kind of stars go to jail?
What jam can’t you eat?
Why are mailboxes so unhappy?
Why don’t astronauts answer the phone at noon?
What did the little man say to the big man when it
was raining?
Why did the house call the doctor?

(Answers below)

July

We all join in wishing these Busy Beavers a very happy
July birthday! We hope you have an excellent day celebrat-
ing with your family and friends. May our heavenly Father
bless and guide you every day of the year ahead.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

©

Brenda Oosterveld
Joanna Vink

Natalie Veenman
Linda Verhey
Heather Muis
Richard Schouten
Sara Plantinga
Donald Van Leeuwen
David Aikema
Andrea Van Vliet
Janine Swaving
Jeremy Koopmans
Henrietta Breukelman
Rachel Wierenga
Andrea Feenstra

Eric Brown

Angela Dijkstra
Denise Hoeksema
Karen Terpstra
Margaret Nyenhuis
Vickie Aikema
Cecilia Barendregt
Trina Jelsma
Charmaine Swaving
Colin Meerstra

Julie Van Sydenborgh
Nicole Roodzant
Michelle Peters
Evellyn Bos

ANIMAL WORDSEARCH
by Busy Beaver Joanne Jans

H1sHoORSEN| ook
LMHEBEEAYE R | goat pig peacock
WPEALDLEKFP) figh mouse  chicken
ATEDPRMHCD ) boer sheep horse
TGPORUDI AN .
EAGLESCLE muskrat  bird calf
FOBIMEERTFTG]| ca eagle cow
EFISHREEYW]| robin dog water rat
ASRGTANSID

TWDOGTTUN

DouUAYWXDH

Y CATEZABMNIL

FROM THE MAILBOX

Thanks for your letter, Michelle Peters.
How is your cross-stitching coming? Did you get
it framed on time? How was your graduation?
Have a great summer, Michelle. Bye for now.

Have you seen the bear and her cubs
again, E//sa Vandergaag? And did you get your chickens?
That will help keep you busy this summer! Thanks for the
puzzles, Elisa.

| see you are a good puzzler, Gerald Bartels. Keep up the
good work! How are you planning to keep busy this summer,
Gerald?

Thank you for the puzzle, Jodie Lodder. | hope you enjoy
today’s puzzles in Our Little Magazine, too. Here’s hoping
you have a good holiday, Jodie.

Hello, Benjamin Bartels. 1t was good to hear from you
again. Did you learn about the seasons at school, Ben? Or did
you have to look up your answer? Have a great summer!

| like your poem, Rachel Wierenga. Keep up the good
work! How are you planning to spend your holidays, Rachel?
Bye for now. Write again soon.

That was a very interesting letter you sent, David Burger!
I will have to give that quite a bit of thought and some study,
too, | think. It's good to keep learning. And it's good to have
holidays, don’t you think, David? Here’s hoping you and your
sister have a good sumr-=~r.

Thank you for your letter and other “goodies,” Vickie
Aikema. | think the Busy Beavers will enjoy them! You'll have
no probiem keeping busy during the holidays, | guess, Vickie.
Bye for now.

Hello, Joanne Jans. It was good to hear from you again.
Thank you for the puzzle. Enjoy the holidays, Joanne. Write
again soon!

Answers: joued mopuim e pey
6 Joyleam ayi Japun g e W |, ‘g "youne| 0} \no a8l Asyy
'/ "S\X0Q 9|ewa} ou aJe 8lay] asnedag ‘9 wel oiyell vy
‘g jsJeis Bunooys " auo Mau e uey} Jayjel ‘[jig Jejjop ual pl|o
uy ‘¢ "ul sing sAemie 1eob ey 'z sesuedly ‘| un4 oippiy

Jada| sy uow
-1S "0t ousjepbe Aey "6 snayooez ‘g isiideq ey uyor "2
Baylewuy Jo ydasor ‘9 SNWepodIN 'S BUUB ‘v snieze ‘g
AJB|N "2 UUO pue sawe Yalad " | "Snser pJo7 8y} JO Spusli

Bye for now, Busy Beavers.
Hope to “see” you all next time!

Love to you all, Aunt Betty
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With thankfulness to the Lord,
who has richly blessed our family
with another covenant child, we
joyfully announce the birth of

CYNTHIA MARLENE

Born June 1, 1991
A sister for Aaron, Rachel and
Amanda
Mike and Marlene DeBoersap
(nee Meyer)
105 Cranbrook Drive
Hamilton, ON L9C 4S5
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We are happy to announce that
again the Lord has blessed us

with the gift of one of His children
JOLENE ANNETTE CHRISTINE

Born June 17, 1991

A little sister for Katie, Lindsay,
Ruben-John, Matthew, Jordan

John and Ineke Venema

608 Stonechurch Road East
Hamilton, ON L8W 1A6
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With thankfulness to the Lord, we
wish to announce the birth of an-
other daughter

CHARTRELLE JOY

Born May 23, 1991

Jack and Wilma Marissen

(nee Hulst)
A sister for Virginia, Melissa,
Alicia and Amber

27863-0 Ave. RR 5
Aldergrove, BC VOX 1A0
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With thankfulness to our heavenly
Father, who has blessed us with
another covenant child, we joyful-
ly announce the birth of our sec-
ond daughter,

MICHAELA ADRIENNE

Born June 7, 1991
She is a little sister for Vanessa

Gerald and Kelly Wattel
(nee Koster)
RR 1
Bothwell, ON NOP 1CO

=51

Lo, sons are a heritage of the LORD.
Psalm 127:3a

With thanks to the Lord, who
made all things well, we announce
the birth of our first child, a son

MITCHELL SCOTT
Born May 14, 1991

Marc and Nicole VanWijk

5318-199 Street
Langley, BC V3A 6T8
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With thankfulness to our heaven-
ly Father, the Creator and Giver of
life, we joyfully announce the birth
of our first child, a son

MATTHEW GEORGE

Born May 27, 1991

George and Loretta Vandenberg
(nee Dam)

2 Mitchell Street

Guelph, ON N1E 4J1

_

In answer to the many prayers,
the Lord in His infinite wisdom
gave, through adoption, a son to
our children Gerald and Marg Van
Seters (nee Groenheide). Our
20th grandchild

SAMUEL NOEL

Born June 4, 1991
Psalm 34 Verse 11-14

The thankful and proud grand-
parents:

Hugo and Bets Van Seters

538 Normandy Road South
Lethbridge, AB T1J 4E9
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Thou art He who took me from my
mother’s womb. My praise is con-

tinually of Thee.
Psalm 71:6b

Our gracious God from whom all
blessings flow, has richly blessed
our marriage with the birth of a
son:

DAVID ANDREW
A brother for Daniel, Maria and
Helen
Born June 7, 1991

Dan and Geraldine Gracey
(nee Jansema)
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With joy and thankfulness to the
Lord, we announce the birth of our
son

TYLER JOHN

Born May 19, 1991
Ed and Elaine Aikema
(nee Hamoen)

RR 3, S11A, C-18
Vernon, BC V1T 6L6
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With praise and thanks to God,
we announce our engagement.

MARTY VAN DRIEL
and
FAITH SCHOEN

Surrey, BC
une 1, 1991
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With thankfulness to the Lord, we
DIANE SHERRI TIGGELAAR
and
WILLIAM JOHN DEWIT
wish to announce our engage-

ment.
June 18, 1991
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With great thankfulness and
praise to our heavenly Father, who
guided and brought us together,
we
DAVE PRUIM
and

TANYA WIEGERS
joyfully wish to announce our en-
gagement.

June 1, 1991

13118 Coulthard Road
Surrey, BC V3X 3E6
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With joy and thankfulness to the Lord, Harry and Kathy
Veldman and Riemer and Jenny Faber, are happy to
announce the marriage of their children
MARCIA LYNN
and
RONALD ANDREW
The ceremony has taken place on Friday, May 10, 1991
in the American Reformed Church of Lynden, WA.
Rev. VanderWel officiated

Future address:
8435 Double Ditch Road

| Lynden, WA 98295
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m With thankfulness to the Lord, we m

MICHELLE LAURA
and
EDWARD WAYNE

together with our parents Mr. and Mrs. S.W. Van Egmond
and Mr. and Mrs. A. Bergsma wish to announce our
marriage. The Lord willing, the ceremony will take place
on Friday, July 19, 1991, at 3:00 p.m. in the Canadian Re-
formed Church at Langley, BC.

Rev. J. Visscher officiating.

Future address:
General Delivery
Carman, MB ROG 0J0
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With thankfulness to the Lord, Mrs. George DeBoer and
Mr. and Mrs. Raiph Bosscher are pleased to announce
the marriage of their children
CAROLIN MICHELE
to
HENRY

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on Sat-
urday, July 20th, 1991 at 1:30 p.m. in the Bethel Cana-
dian Reformed Church at Toronto.

Pastor R.N. Gleason officiating.

Address: c/o 10 Sabrina Crt.
Richmond Hill, ON L4C 5P8
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Mr. and Mrs. J.K. Werkman and Mr. and Mrs. P. Piers
are pleased to announce the marriage of their children

TANIA AILEEN

to
KEITH NELSON

in the Canadian Reformed Church at Neerlandia.
Rev. G. Wieske officiated.
Future address:

Box 103

I I
| |
I |
| I
‘H]% The ceremony took place Friday, June 29 at 1:30 p.m. %
I I
| |
| Neerlandia, AB TOL 1RO [
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I Psalm 33:21, 22
With gratitude to our heavenly Father, we, Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence DeVries and Mr. and Mrs. William Schouten
are pleased to announce the marriage of our children

ANITA CAROLYN
m and

JOHN RAYMOND

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, July 12,
1991 in the Canadian Reformed Church at Cloverdale.
Rev. J. Moesker officiating.

Future address:
8575-150th Street

=

I Renee Leffers

Surrey, BC V3S 5A3
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July 28, 1991

With joy and praise to the Lord we will celebrate the
87th birthday of our dear mother and oma:

ANTJE WERKMAN

Jake and Annette Leffers
Carolin and Bill Visscher
Doug Leffers
Jo-Ann and Jack Winkel

Annette-Lynn Leffers
Pauline Leffers
Reg Leffers

10937-150 Street
Edmonton, AB T5P 1R8
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Miriam Kribs, together with Jane and John Hutten invite you to share in the joy of the marriage uniting their children

AMELIA JANE AND DAVID DOUGLAS

on Saturday the twenty-seventh of July, 1991, the Lord willing, in the Rehoboth Canadian Reformed Church, Burlington, ON.

Rev. G. VanDooren officiating.
Future address: 4534 Carriage Road, Beamsville, ON
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1961 ~ June 24 ~ 1991

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with
praise! Give thanks to Him, bless His Name!
Psalm 100:4

With gratitude to our heavenly Father, who has kept
them in His care and blessed us with their love and guid-
ance, we joyfully announce the 30th Wedding Anniver-
sary of our dear parents and grandparents,

JACK AND BETSY VANSYDENBORGH
(nee Knooihuizen)

Smithville, ON:  Debbie and Andy Blokker
Christopher, Lisa, Kaitlyn and
Joshua

Beamsuville, ON: Leona and Mike Marchese

419 Pinecove Road
Burlington, ON L7N 1W4

FEEEEEE

1966 ~ 16 July ~ 1991

Seek the Lorp, and His strength: seek His face evermore.

Psalm 103:5
With joy and thankfulness to the Lord, we hope to cele-
brate the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents

H. WILLIAM (Bill)
and
GERALDINE KEGEL (nee Grit)
Marie and Andrew

Valerie and Arnold

250 C Line Lisa and Brian

Orangevile, ON L9W 2Y9
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1966 ~ August 5 ~ 1991

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, who has
kept them in His care, we announce the 25th Wedding
Anniversary of our parents

PETER LOF
and
ALICE LOF (nee DeBoer)

With love:

John

James

Rick

Lois

Maria
We invite all friends and relatives to join us in the cele-
bration of this happy occasion at an Open House, the
Lord willing, Saturday, August 10, 1991, 2:00-5:00 p.m.
at our home.

2723 S. Grimsby Road 8
RR 1, Smithville, ON LOR 2A0
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1966 ~ August 5 ~ 1991
With thankfulness to the Lord, who has kept them in His
care, we hope to celebrate the 25th Wedding Anniver-
sary of our dear parents
BEN and INEKE HUTTEMA (nee VanderMolen)
May the Lord continue to bless them.

Cloverdale, BC: Brian Huttema and
Debra VanderGugten

Marie Huttema
Tara Huttema and Clifford deLeeuw
David Huttema

14943-76th A Avenue
Surrey, BC V3S 5P1

Smithers, BC:
Surrey, BC:
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1956 ~ July 13 ~ 1991

With thankfulness to the Lord, who has guided and
cared for them, we wish to announce the 35th Wedding
Anniversary of our dear parents and grandparents

REINDER AND MARIE JACOBI (nee Beijes)

Abbotsford, BC: Hilda and Fred Veenbaas

Jacqueline, Mark

Abbotsford, BC: Gerda

Jarvis, ON: René

Wellandport, ON:  Ben and Renee Jacobi
Abbotsford, BC: Marcel

May the Lord continue to keep them in His care.

RR 1
Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0
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1961 ~ July 15 ~ 1991 ﬁl
It is with great joy and thankfulness to our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ that we wish to announce the
30th Wedding Anniversary of our loving parents and
grandparents

SEINE DATEMA
and
RINSKE DATEMA (NEE LUDWIG)

May the Lord continue to bless and keep them in the
years to come.

St. Anns, ON: Simone and James Deboer

Justin, Scoftt, David
North York, ON: Dorene and Mark Kucharski
Nicole, Sasha
North York, ON: Alan
Jason

191 Bishop Avenue
North York, Ontario
M2M 1Z27

EEEEEEEEJ




Ee=e|e=_e=3

1946 ~ July 11 ~ 1991

The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from
this time forth and for evermore. Psalm 121:8

The Lord willing, we will celebrate the 45th Wedding
Anniversary of our dear parents and grandparents

LEFERT
and
MARGJE MEIJER (nee Kuik)

Carman, MB:

1

Dick and Ina Boeve
Cheryl and Anton, Jud, Karla,
Lindsay, Sidney, Craig, Darlene

Bill and Ricki Scheper
Jeffrey, Leanne and Wilbert,
Gaylene, Garrick, Tyler

Hank and Dorothy Visscher
Joanne, Kevin, Marilyn, Lee,
Michael, Allan, Ramon, Julian

Thornbury, ON:

Graysville, MB:

Carman, MB: Wayne Meijer

Arthur, ON: John and Marianne Hulst
Jaclyn, Miranda, Pamela,
Rebecca, Breanne

Box 191

Carman, MB ROG 0JO
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1936 ~ July 24 ~ 1991
Our soul waits for the LoRrp; He is our help and shield.

Psalm 33:20

It is with great joy and thankfulness to the Lord, who in
His mercy has spared them for each other and for us,
we have been able to celebrate the 55th Wedding An-
niversary of our parents, grandparents and great-grand-
parents

JAN and ANNE VELDMAN (Steendam)

Winnipeg, MB:  Henry and Willimiene Veldman

Burlington, ON: Margaret Veldman

Abbotsford, BC: Kevin and Audrey Veldman
Keith, Cole

Jeff Veldman and Wendy Parker

Bill and Marina Veldman
Ard, Marco, Janette, Brent

John and Rietje Vandersiuis
Joan, Bob, Debbie, Shirley, Gail

Barbara and Beverly Vandersluis

Carman, MB:

Winnipeg, MB:

Calgary, AB: Wim and Shirley Veldman
Dana

Carman, MB: John and Myrna Veldman
Ryan, Shaun, Scott, Ceone,
Garett, Kyla

Amherst, NS: Bill and Tineke Whitman
Natasha, Aaron

Box 492

Carman, MB ROG 0JO
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1966 ~ August 3 ~ 1991
Praise the Lord for He is good

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, we plan to
celebrate the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our parents

ED AND AUDREY VANWOUDENBERG
Marcia, Jennifer and Martin

6369 Sundance Drive
Surrey, BC V3S 8A9
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1966 ~ July 29 ~ 1991

For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous and His
ears are open to their prayer. 1 Peter 3:12a

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, we are hap-
py to announce the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our
parents,

ALBERT VANSYDENBORGH

and
NELLY VANSYDENBORGH (nee Doekes)

May God continue to guide them in the future.
Sheila and Pete
Rick and Joyce
Rob and Joanne
Jeff
Linda
lan

There will be an Open House on July 27, 1991, D.V,, 2-
4 p.m. at the Canadian Reformed Church in Orangeville.

RR 3, Orangeville, ON L9W 271
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1956 ~ August 3 ~ 1991

With joy and thankfuiness to the Lord, we are pleased
to announce the 35th Wedding Anniversary of our dear
parents and grandparents

HENK HOFSINK
and
MAGGIE HOFSINK (nee Leffers)

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.
Psalm 111:10a

John and Regina Gansekoele

Justin, Stephanie
Ron and Jackie Hofsink

Jenette, Michelle, Richard, Kari
Dave and Irene Gelderman

Ryan, Robby, Tania, Nicole
Glenn and Rose Tams

Chelsey, Daniel, Kristin, Travis
Bill and Laura Hofsink

Colin, Cameron, Jenay
Ed and Dorothy Hofsink

Box 881, Coaldale, AB TOK 0LO l
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October 20, 1915 ~ June 24, 1991
Psalm 42:1

On Monday June 24, the Lord in His infinite mercy and
wisdom took unto Himself His child, our dear mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother

ANKE BOS - DEVRIES

Wife of the late Fred Bos (Dec. 17, 1967)
Smithville, ON: Donald and Tiena Bos
Thamesville, ON: letie and Adrian Koster
Bothwell, ON: John and Carol Bos
Smithville, ON: Richard and Margaret Bos
Dunnville, ON: Rennie and John Linde
Smithville, ON: Ricky and Fred Bos

Jeanie and Art Vandervelde

Tina and John Dekker

Ed and Trish Bos
Beloved grandmother of 45 grandchildren and great-
grandmother of 8 great-grandchildren.

Mailing address

D. Bos

6240 Younge Street
Smithville, ON

June 16, 1991
The Lord gives, the Lord takes away. Thy will be done!

After a few breaths of life God took into eternal life, on
her mom’s birthday,

BETHANY GRACE

our fourth child.
Ralph and Kathleen Knegt
Sister of Matthew

Granddaughter of John and Grace Knegt
Martin and Grace Menken
RR 1
Cedar Valley, ON LOG 1EO

The Board of the
EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL
in Smithers is presently inviting applicants for an opening
in our High School for the 1991/1992 school year.
The successful candidate must be qualified in Bible stud-
ies and Business courses.
For more information call the principal
Mr. Henk VanBeelen
(604) 847-3492 or (604) 847-5924

Applications should be directed to

John VanVeen
Secretary of the Board
of the Canadian Reformed School Association of
Smithers, BC, P.O. Box 3700, VOJ 2NO

THE FREE REFORMED SCHOOL ASSOCIATION (INC)

seeks applications from suitably qualified and motivated
people for the position of:

PRINCIPAL

at the John Calvin Senior High School.

The John Calvin School was established in 1957 and
now consists of 2 Primary Schools and 1 Senior High
School. The High School commenced with years 8, 9
and 10 in 1977, 1978 and 1979 respectively and expand-
ed to cater for year 11 and 12 students in 1988 and 1989
respectively. The school now caters for all students up to
year 12 (age 17 generally), including those who seek to
further their education at tertiary institutions of learning.

The school provides Christian Education for children of
parents who attend the nearby Free Reformed Churches
of Armadale, Bedfordale, Byford and Kelmscott.

At present the Senior High School has 177 students with
16 full-time and 6 part-time teachers.

The school is located in Armadale, a suburban area
some 30 km south of Perth, Western Australia, and enjoys
a moderate Mediterranean type climate.

Intending applicants should:

* be a member of the Free Reformed Churches of Aus-
tralia or one of its sister Churches,

* have a strong commitment to Reformed Education,

* have a record of proven success as a principal of a
senior high school or similar,

* be able to demonstrate sound and effective leader-
ship qualities and administrative qualities,

* possess an academic degree and a diploma in educa-
tion or equivalent higher qualifications.

Persons who feel confident in being able to successfully
carry out the task of Principal, but do not possess all of the
above attributes are still encouraged to apply. The position
is vacant from 1 January 1992.

A salary commensurate to the position will be offered
and other conditions of employment are in accordance
with an appropriate award.

Further information can be obtained by contacting:

The Principal:
Mr. S.H. Terpstra
Tel. (09) 399-2196 during school hours or
Tel. (09) 525-1418 after school hours
on educational matters.

and the Secretary:
Mr. A. Hordyk
Tel. (09) 399-1697 after business hours
on any other matters.
and also from:
Mr. TM.P. van der Ven
29 Lorraine Crescent
Hamilton, ON L8T 3R6
Tel. (416) 383-4526

The address for correspondence is:

The Secretary
Free Reformed School Association (Inc)
P.O. Box 474, Armadale
Western Australia 6112

Applications should reach the secretary no later than 30
August 1991. In order to avoid international postal de-
lays, applications can be sent “in confidence” by facsimile
to number: (09) 497-1395, Perth, Western Australia.
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Coaldale Christian School
Memory Book
1974—-1989
This memory book covers the history of the Coaldale
Christian School from its very beginning in the church
basement in 1974.
The cost is $15.00 plus shipping and handling.

Mail your order to: Box 1479

NATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE

PETER VAN SPRONSEN
Bus: (604) 542-4054 Fax (604) 542-3706
Res. (604) 545-2657

Coaldale, AB
TOK OLO NRS BLOCK BROS. REALTY LTD.
5300 26th Street, Vernon, B.C. V1T 8G3
AVAILABLE

2 bedroom basement apartment—Hamilton. Minutes
from McMaster U., Mohawk, Redeemer & Theol. Colleges.
Quiet area. Laundering services included.

Call Geo. or Coosje Helder (416) 387-2160

Vander Molen & Co.

Chartered Accountants

* Accounting » Financial & Tax Planning
* Auditing + Management Consulting

* Computer Services » Computer Bookkeeping
Small-Business Specialist

#202 - 20621 Logan Ave.; Langley, BC V3A 7R3
Tel.(604) 533-1521 Fax (604) 533-2389

GEERT LAMMERS INSURANCE BROKERS

» Auto * Residential « Commercial » Life
“Specializing in Risk Management “S;grvices e

Ron Triemstra

Associate Broker

Res. (416) 646-5087 Bus. (416) 934-0967
101 Scott Street, St. Catharines, ON L2N 1G8
(next to Trinity Church)

THE
Family Christian
Bookstore
750 Guelph Line
(Opposite the Burlington Mall)
Burlington, Ontario
L7R 3N5

Phone: (416) 637-9151
Thurs. and Fri. till 9 p.m.

DON’T BUY INSURANCE
UNTIL ...
YOU CHECK WITH US

LIFE, NON-SMOKER LESS 30%-60%

“All Lines of Insurance’:
Home, Car, Business, Life, Group, elc.
Serving the Golden Horseshoe.

HOFSINK

Insurance Broker
Box 1145. “B,” Burlington, ON . L7P 389

JOHN H. HOFSINK (416) 332-3812

FORTRESS
EQUITY MANAGEMENT INC.

3425 Harvéster Road, Suite 101B
Burlington, Ontario L7N 3N1.

Bill Van Huisstede Roland Van Andel

“Independent Financial Planners”

Our serviges include:
« Individual and Group R.R.S.P.’s;
»Retirement Income Funds-and Annuities;
Guaranteed Investment Certificates;
Company Pension Plans;
Retirement Planning and Counselling.
For a free Consultation call
{416) 333-0902
Committed to. Your Success
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Good Books for
the Christian Family

Written by Rev. W. Pouwelse

LIVING STONES

Rev. W. Pouwelse

Like Living Stones

Marriage and Family Life
Marriage and Divorce
Marriage and Procreation
The Unmarried State

Some Aspects of Counseling
Drugs

The Borderline of Human Life
Test-tube Babies

Organ Transplants

Child Abuse

Capital Punishment

Some Reflections on War and

Disarmament

A Spiritual House

Childrearing and discipline

The relationship between family
and school

The position of adopted children

The position of handicapped
children

The position of elderly people

The task of a mother in"a family

The relationship between
employer and employee

Organized labour

Our position on lotteries

The influence of the news media

The importance of prayer

$7°95*EACH

*GST, Postage and Handling Extra

NEW

Just published!
Book 3 in this series

A Well-Founded City

Sojourners and citizens

God's providence and our
responsibility

Revelation versus speculation

Through love be servants

Being a living member

Entertainment

The keys of the kingdom

Human intelligence versus
computer logic

Moral and social implications of
the computer

Health and environment

Aging and health

Dealing with grief

SO,

*GST, Postage and Handling Extra

ORDER FROM YOUR LOCAL
CORRESPONDENT, YOUR FAVOURITE
BOOKSTORE OR DIRECTLY FROM

One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, MB, Canada R2J 3X5
Phone (204) 663-9000 Fax (204) 663-9202

Z) PREMIER PRINTING LTD.




