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EDITORIAL

By J. Geertsema

Our labour in the Lord

The first Monday in September is Labor Day. This day was
instituted as a holiday to honour the labourers of the world. In
Europe Labor Day is celebrated on the first of May, which
shows a closer connection to Socialism and Communism.
However, also on this side of the ocean the institution bears
the stamp of humanism.

Are we allowed to honour the workers? Is it good to ex-
press appreciation for the work they do, if their work is done
in a proper and constructive way, truly building up society?
Also as Christians, we can answer these questions in the af-
firmative. We can honour the workers if their work is done
within the framework of the teaching of Scripture. Scripture
tells us to put our life and work in the light of God's revelation.
This means that we place our life and work in relation to Him,
Who is the Creator and Redeemer. We are His creatures
called to give ourselves with what we are and what we do to
Him. This is possible for sinners through Jesus Christ, who is
our Saviour also with regard to our daily work.

In this context of creation and redemption Scripture con-
tains words of praise for those who are diligent in their
labours and fulfill their task with wisdom and skill. Examples of
such praise can be found, for instance, in the book of
Proverbs. In its last chapter great honour is given to the dili-
gent, wise, hard-working wife and mother at home. So, in-
deed, God teaches us to give honour to those who faithfully
fulfill their daily calling. This is in line with the whole of God's
revelation. God tells us many good things about our daily
work, in connection with both creation and redemption. About
both aspects | would like to make a few remarks.

The context of creation

Man was created in God's image and after His likeness.
[The reader should understand that this word “man” means
here, and more often in this article, human being, member of
the human race.] This is already such a great gift of God's
favour. Man is created to be God's adopted child. Then comes
a next gift of God's favour and love. God patterns man's daily
labour after His own creation work. When God made heaven
and earth, His pattern was: six days of work, then the day of
rest. It is this divine order of work and rest, which God gives
also to His children, to man, on earth. Here is, so to speak, a
second likeness with God. It is again: so Father, so child.

This is evident from the account in Genesis 2, first of all.
When “God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because
on it God rested from all His work which He had done in cre-
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ation” (Gen. 2:3) this was not a blessing and hallowing of this
day for the sake of the day itself. It was also not a blessing and
hallowing for the sake of God Himseli. It was clearly a bless-
ing and hallowing for man, God's child. Man was blessed
with the rule that after six days of work the seventh day
would be a day of rest, a day set apart, holy for special service
of God.

That we can speak here of God's gift with the pattern of six
days of work and a day of rest is evident from the Fourth Com-
mandment, too. “Six days you shall labour, and do all your
work; but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lorb your God;
in it you shall not do any work,....” The basis for this divine pat-
tern for Israel's life and work is that “in six days the LorD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested
the seventh day” (Ex. 20:9-11).

We truly can speak of God's rich favour for man in this giv-
en (and commanded) pattern of work on six days, followed by
a day of rest. There is the gift of daily labour of the good Cre-
ator for man, but it is not slavery without rest. Man's work
means that he is busy on earth to the glory of his Creator and
Father, as His child, in His communion week after week.

Now this labour on earth is more exactly defined by the
Lorp with the words “God blessed them and God said to them,
‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and
have dominion...."” (Gen. 1:28). These last words character-
ize man's daily labour as a royal task. This task was further de-
fined by God's instruction when He placed Adam in the garden
of Eden. The king had “to till [cultivate, develop] it and keep
[take care of, guard] it" (Gen. 2:15).

It is evident that this royal character of man's work is not
meant to be a tyrannically exploiting the earth in pure self-
service. God, the Creator and Owner, gave the charge. There-
fore, the work had to be done in obedience to Him. Daily
labour was to be done in His service. This fact gave to the
daily work, beside the royal, a priestly character. In the royal
execution of his work on earth, man was to be priest, dedicat-
ing his life and work to His God and Maker. In doing so, man
would, of course, be listening to God's revelation, which
gives his existence and work a prophetic character, also. So
man was made and called to be God's prophetic, and priestly
king on earth in his daily work.

The context of redemption

Then man sinned in rebellion. Eve saw the forbidden fruit
as means to become wise. The fruit was to make man inde-



pendent of the revealed wisdom of God. The devil suggested |
that man would find the necessary wisdom for the proper exe- |

cution of his dominion in himself. He would be like God, totally
independent. He would have his own inner wisdom. However,
what Satan suggested was rebellious and destructive foolish-

ness. With this rebellion, this refusal to have dominionas a |

prophetic and priestly king subject to God, man brought the
curse of God over the earth and great trouble on his daily work.
He had still to fulfill his charge to “be fruitful and fill the earth
and subdue it.” But his labour would be subject to vanity.

After the fall in sin God said to Eve that this being fruitful
and filling the earth was going to be done in pain and with trou-
ble. He said to Adam that his tilling and keeping would be on
a cursed ground, in painful toil (the Hebrew text uses for the
toil of man the same word as for the pain of woman). And at
the end of a life in this painful trou-
ble for both, there would be death,
as God had warned: “Dust you
are, and to dust you shall return”
(Gen. 3:19).

All this sounds very somber,
indeed. Our daily labour has be-

punishment for sin, yes, but also in the light of the promised
redemption through the coming seed of the woman. God's call
to the people in the Old Testament dispensation was: accept
the antithesis and place your daily work in this light and con-
text of the coming Redeemer. In the way of this faith they
would receive the grace of living as prophetic, priestly kings
in their faith-fellowship with their God. In this way of faith the
gift of their daily work, although still performed with so much
pain and trouble, was still a good gift, because in the coming
Christ their work, done in faith, was not in vain.

Conclusion

This gospel in Christ regarding our daily labours comes out
with great force in the New Testament, too. God's Son has
come as the great Seed of the woman (cf. Rev. 12). He has
defeated Satan with his claim on
sinners. Now Paul, apostle of
Christ, can write to Titus to bid old-
er women “to teach what is good,
and so train the young women to
love their husbands and children,
to be sensible, chaste, domestic,

come subject to vanity. It is the
somber vanity under which the
book of Ecclesiastes sighs and
moans. It is the vanity or futility of
which Paul speaks in Romans 8.
We live, through our sin, under the
just punishment of God. Trouble,
futility, pain, and the end of all this
is death. It seems hopeless when
we read the punishmentin Gen. 3

“Man’s work means
that he is busy on earth
to the glory of his
Creator...”

kind, and submissive to their hus-
bands, that the word of God may
not be discredited” (Titus 2:4,5).
And Paul can write to Timothy that
“woman will be saved through
bearing children, if she continues in
faith and love and holiness, with
modesty” (1 Tim. 2:15).

These words of the apostle
sound strange to modern ears.

and the sighing and groaning of
Ecclesiastes.

But there is hope. There is one
thing which we may never forget
when reading Genesis 3. True,
after the fall in sin God announced
His punishment. But the first one
who hears God's word of wrath is the serpent. And in this word
of wrath and coming judgment for the serpent God speaks His
promise of redemption to Adam and Eve. It is the word of the
great antithesis, of the coming of the great Seed of the wom-
an; He will bruise the head of the serpent.

This promise of God's grace in this Seed dominates what
follows. It dominates God's words of punishment to Eve and to
Adam. Painful toil will there be for Eve and her daughters?
Yes, but in exactly this painful way the seed was to come with
His redemption. With their troubled and painful labour they
would serve His arrival. Painful toil will there be for Adam and
his sons in tilling and keeping, in subduing? Yes, but in this
sorrowful labour to provide food on the table, they would be
taking care of the mothers of the seed and of the seed itself
(Christ and His church). Thus they would serve the coming of
that seed. It is a beautiful thing that Scripture tells us also of
the faith of Adam. After having heard God's words of punish-
ment, but (at the same time) in the context of redemption in
Christ, Adam spoke his word of faith when he gave his wife the
name Eve, “mother of all living” (Gen. 3:20); and he added
his act of faith when he “knew Eve his wife” so that she con-
ceived (Gen. 4:1).

The gospel message from Genesis 3 is that children of
Adam and Eve are called to see their often hard daily labour,
done with sighing and moaning, in the light of God's word of

They must be read in the light of
God's work of creation and re-
demption. A wife and mother at
home, finding her daily labours in
taking care of husband and chil-
dren in the light of Scripture, and
doing so for God and His Christ, for
God's church and kingdom, does a tremendously important
work. Done in faith that this work is royal and priestly and
prophetic, she will be mother of the next generation of God's
people. She is building the church of Christ in her daily labours.
She is working for the glory of the Name of the LorD and the
coming of His kingdom by her living by God's Word in obedi-
ence of faith.

The same Paul can write to men, and those not married,
yes, to slaves with their slave-labour: “Whatever your task,
work heartily, as serving the Lord, and not men, knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward;
you are serving the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23-24, cf. Eph. 6:5-8).

Therefore, whatever our daily labour, if it is honourable
work, done in the light of the Gospel of Christ Jesus, bound
to the will of the Creator, we may see it as prophetic, priestly,
royal service, to God's glory. Sure, the trouble and pain will
remain as long as this earth remains. But in the end God will
wipe all tears from the eyes of his children. On the new earth
there will be no trouble, no pain. All things will be eternally new
for God's children, including their new task.

In this light we may see our labour, also on Labour Day,
through the grace of God. Let us, then, do our daily work in
true Christian faith, not to be praised and honoured by man,
but with the aim that God be praised and that we may receive
the eternal inheritance as our reward (Col. 3:24).
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A book about

Christian philosophy:

Dr. Th. Plantinga, professor of phi-
losophy at Redeemer College, Ancast-
er, ON, can be known among our read-
ers as the translator of the biography of
K. Schilder, Schilder’s Struggle for the
Unity of the Church. This year he pub-
lished a book in a completely different
area. It is called Christian Philosophy
Within Biblical Bounds." Yet, the two
books are not without relation, as we will
see.

Now | suppose that not too many
readers of Clarion will be interested in
philosophy. But what about Christian phi-
losophy? From the title of his book it is
clear that the writer means business
when speaking of “Christian philosophy.”
He refers directly to the Bible, when he
adds “within Biblical bounds.” Also in
the book itself Dr. Plantinga uses texts
from the Bible in his discussions.

This is remarkable. Not many
philosophers, not even philosophers
who are Christians, would be willing to
use the Bible as something that is im-
portant in a philosophical discussion. But
Dr. Plantinga does not shy away from us-
ing Scripture, when in his book he tries to
develop some fundamental notions for a
Christian philosophy. Therefore the book
certainly deserves our attention.

Where does it show that a philoso-
phy is a Christian philosophy? Let us
follow the reasoning of Dr. Plantinga for
a moment. First he asks what the word
“Christian” in “Christian philosophy”
refers to. He rejects that “Christian”

means only “correct,” so that every good |
philosophical remark would automatical- |

ly be a Christian remark. For not every-
thing that is true, is at the same time pos-
itively Christian. Christian philosophy is
also not just the philosophy of a Chris-
tian. Of course, a Christian philosophy
can only be developed by a Christian
philosopher. But this philosopher can
make mistakes, and then his philosophy
is not Christian (Chapter 1).

This leads to the question whether
Christian philosophy can be found in the
Bible (Chapter 2). The answer is nega-
tive; the Bible does not teach philosophy.
This does not mean, however, that the

Bible is not important for philosophy. |
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Philosophical ideas must be compatible
with the Bible.

This sounds, of course, rather vague
and general: Philosophical ideas must
be compatible with the Bible. But Dr.
Plantinga works this out in several di-
rections. In the chapters 6 and 7 he dis-
cusses the two main streams in philoso-
phy. The first emphasizes “being,” the
second emphasizes “knowledge.” Con-
cerning the philosophies which empha-
size “being” Dr. Plantinga says that they
have a tendency to present an all en-
compassing view on reality. God is giv-
en a place in their philosophy, but there
is no place for revelation (p. 44). There-
fore Christian philosophy has to fight
against these types of philosophy.

Concerning the philosophy that con-
centrates on “knowledge,” here Christian
philosophy has to investigate the con-
cepts, to see whether they are correct.
And a Christian philosophy would then
have to reject a philosophy that would
explain everything in terms of Marxist
class struggle. This is the negative side.
There is also a positive duty: certain ter-
minology has to be explained. Christian
philosophy should explain what words
like “providence” mean (p. 52).

Chapters 9 and 10 speak about con-
structive and critical philosophy. Here
too, Plantinga sees a duty for Christian
philosophy. Christian philosophy should
be constructive, e.g., by maintaining the
distinction between morally good and
evil. This philosophy should exercise a
positive influence on society (p. 63).
The flip side of this is, of course, that
Christian philosophy also should be crit-
ical. It seeks the norm for everything in
God (p. 68).

The practical application of this can
be found in Chapter 12, where Dr.
Plantinga shows that courses given at
Christian Colleges can be “Christian” in
several senses. But also Chapter 11
commands our special interest. This
chapter is entitled “Philosophy and Com-
mon Grace.” Here Dr. Plantinga discuss-
es the question whether some idea that
has its origin outside Christianity can be
used within Christian philosophy. He
then mentions the fact that some Chris-

By N.H. Gootjes

| tian thinkers have justified their using

these ideas by speaking of “common
grace”: Those heathen thinkers received
the blessing of “common grace”; there-
fore they could say things with which
Christian philosophy can agree. Dr.
Plantinga mentions the criticism of K.
Schilder on the concept of common
grace, and states that he agrees with
this criticism. He then explains the many
good observations of non Christian
thinkers on the basis of creation (p. 77).
Dr. Plantinga here appears to follow
Schilder not only in his criticism, but also
in his solution.

| hope to have made clear that Dr.
Plantinga’s book is interesting and stim-
ulating. It succeeds in giving us an idea
of what Christian philosophy could (and
should) do.

| do have some objections, though.
In general it is my feeling that the book
is too easy going. | realize that the book
has its origin in lecture notes for stu-
dents, undoubtedly many things will
have been treated more extensively in
teaching. But this does not take away the
fact that the book sometimes seems not
careful enough in its reasoning. Let me
give examples.

In Chapter 11 Dr. Plantinga discuss-
es the critical role of philosophy. In that
connection he introduces Socrates who
was of the opinion that the “unexamined
life” was not worth living. This statement
amounts, according to Dr. Plantinga, to a
form of rationalism (p. 69). But on the
next page he parallels Socrates and the
Christian philosopher who must be able
to justify his life and conduct by referring
to Scripture and Christian tradition. How-
ever, here is no real parallel. Socrates’
self examination stems from pride: Many
people live without much thought, but the
philosopher can live a life worth living,
because he can examine his life. This is
a fundamentally different attitude from
that of the Christian, who examines him-
self because he knows that he is sinful,
and realizes that he needs the norm of
Scripture to live a good life.

My next example comes from the
chapter on Philosophy and Language.
As said before, Dr. Plantinga sees here a



double duty for Christian philosophy: it
has to analyze and reject terminology
that does not agree with Christianity, and
it has to explain specific Christian con-
cepts, such as providence and the grace
of God (p. 52ff.). | agree that these words
require explanation, but here the obvious
is overlooked, namely, that theology is
best equipped to explain these terms.
Ministers will often do this, in teaching
and preaching. Philosophy comes in
when these concepts have to be applied
to philosophical problems.

Then there is the definition of Chris-
tian philosophy on p. 60: “| define phi-
losophy as general reflection on knowing

and being in the light of God’s revelation |
and of the insights assembled by people
throughout the ages.” In knowing and
being we recognize the two main areas
for philosophy Dr. Plantinga has indicat-
ed in Chapter 6 and 7: ontology and
knowing. The task of philosophy is for-
mulated as “general reflection,” which
seems to be too general to fit the specif-
ic nature of philosophy. But the real prob-
lem is in the last part “in the light of God’s |
revelation and of the insights assembled
by people throughout the ages.” Here
the Bible is placed on the same level as
Christian tradition, which, | am sure, is

not Plantinga’s intention.

REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

But, notwithstanding these criticisms,
| think that this book is very helpful. It
gives us insight in how Christian philos-
ophy can be developed and where it
can contribute to a Christian worldview.

There is one more thing | would like
to discuss in connection with Dr. Plantin-
ga’s book. | hope to come back to this in
the next issue of Clarion.

'Th. Plantinga, Christian Philosophy Within
Biblical Bounds (Neerlandia: Inheritance
Publications, 1991. A few misprints have to be
corrected: p. 36 “are” should be omitted; p. 41:
“epistemological” should be “epistemologi-

cally”; p. 111: twice: “a.”)

By G.Ph. van Popta

Are we separate enough?

Recently | received a letter from a
young mother in one of our churches. In
this letter this sister expressed a deep
concern about the infiltration of the world
into the lives of many members of the
churches. She made reference to exam-
ples of dress and hairstyle, the use of
alcohol and nicotine, certain toys, televi-
sion, V.C.R'’s, literature, music, and dis-
respect for authorities. Her concern is
that many think a little bit of the world in
our lives won't hurt us. She asks:

Why is it that we always seem to

have to walk on the fence rail? Why

don’t we stay 10 feet back rather
than always going to the edge of our
limits. The Lord has given us a man-
date not to be conformed to this

world (Romans 12:1, 2; 1 Peter 1:3-

17). My question is: “Are we sepa-

rate enough, or do we need to sharp-

en our edges?”
This sister asks an important question,
one which we should not be afraid of
asking ourselves. Anyone who is afraid
of asking himself whether he is separate
enough from the world, or who becomes
irritated or annoyed when asked the
question, probably isn’t. The Lord cer-
tainly has commanded us to keep our-
selves separate from the world. Allow
me to quote just one of the many texts
in which this command comes to us. In
Romans 12:2 the inspired apostle says:
“Do not be conformed to this world but
be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that you may prove what is the

will of God, what is good and acceptable
and perfect.”

| suspect that the true answer to the
question our sister asks is: “No, we are
not separate enough. We do need to

sharpen our edges.” But rather than fall
into the deadly trap of pronouncing how
long or what colour a person’s hair
should be, whether we may have radios
or televisions in our homes, how much
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makeup or jewelry is “too much,” this
humble pastor would like to draw the at-
tention of his readers to the words of our
Lord Jesus recorded in Matthew 5:13.
The Lord says: “You are the salt of the
earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how
shall its saltness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything except to be
thrown out and trodden under foot by
men.”

By the image of salt, the Lord Jesus
illustrates clearly how we are to be in
the world and yet not of the world. We
are not to withdraw from the world (into
cloisters, communes or monasteries),
and yet we must remain distinctly Chris-
tian as we dwell in the world.

When we think of salt, we think of a
condiment which enhances the flavour of
the food to which it is added. In the days
of the Lord Jesus’ earthly sojourn salt was
used to improve the taste of food; howev-
er, it had another even more important
purpose, i.e., to preserve foods from de-
cay. Since the refrigerator and the deep
freezer had yet to be invented, a person
would preserve meat by rubbing salt into
it. When the Lord tells us that we are the
salt of the earth, then He is telling us that
it is our task to preserve the earth. By our
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“Why is it that we

always seem to have
to walk on the fence

rail?”

Christian lifestyle and witness (walk and
talk) in the world, wherever God has
placed us, we must saturate our environ-
ments with the good news of the One who
came to save sinners. This gospel will
preserve the lives of those who respond
to it in faith. It will preserve them from the
eternal fires of hell.

We must live holy lives in the face of
the filth of the world so that others may
see our good works and give glory to
our Father who is in heaven. If we give
in to the world and start living just like the
unbelievers of the world, then we have
nothing to offer to the world. Then we will
not be effective in preserving the earth
from hell. Then we will not be adding
any Christian flavour to society. If we
are not effective as salt, the world will
rot that much quicker. And then we will
be judged good for nothing.

The Lord said: “...if salt has lost its
taste...it is no longer good for anything
except to be thrown out and trodden un-
der foot by men.” If salt became mixed
with something else, such as sand, then
it was useless. No one would use it ei-
ther to preserve meat or for enhancing
the flavour of food. It would simply be
thrown out on the street.

Similarly, if we become mixed with
the world, then we become good for
nothing. The Lord will not be able to use
us in the world. If we end up just like the
world, what have we got to offer it? Noth-
ing. If we adopt the habits, lifestyles,
modes of dress, behaviour, entertain-
ment, and the values of the world, we
make ourselves irrelevant. In order to
be useful to the Lord in the world, and |
trust that you want to be useful to Him,
we must remain different from the world.
We must get into the world, and yet re-
main distinctive. The Lord requires us to
function as salt by being in the world with
the Christian testimony. He calls upon us
to be bright shining lights, attracting
people to Him. We can only fulfil this
beautiful calling if we remain distinctive-
ly Christian.

We are not to withdraw from the
world into communes. Salt would not
preserve meat unless it was rubbed into
it. Similarly, we are to get into the world
with the Christian message. But as we
do so, we must remain salt. If we com-
promise and become like the world, we
render ourselves tasteless and useless.



PRESS REVIEW

By C. Van Dam

Developments in the
Christian Reformed Church:

In the previous Press Review, we
noted the Christian Reformed Church
(CRC) synod'’s decision about women in
ecclesiastical office. What follows is a re-
port on the way the Bible-Science con-
troversy was handled at Synod 1991 as
well as the reactions of an OPC observ-
er, namely Rev. G.l. Williamson.

Bible-science

As a result of a controversy over the
teaching and writings of Professor
Howard Van Til and other professors at
Calvin College, the CRC Synod of 1988
had appointed a study committee to
study creation and science. This com-
mittee now tabled their 45 page report,
plus a 19 page appendix. Included was
also a minority recommendation. Judging
from the response on the floor of synod,
the report had something for everyone.

An important controversy involved
the question: “Can we be true to the faith
and still believe the possibility of animal
ancestry for mankind?” Dr. Gordon Spyk-
man who retires from 31 years of teach-
ing at Calvin College said no. He and oth-
ers (who were in a minority) favoured
Declaration F in the report which (as
eventually voted on) stated: “The church
declares that the clear teaching of Scrip-
ture and our confessions on the unique-
ness of human beings as image bearers
of God rules out the espousal of all theo-
rizing that posits the reality of evolution-
ary forebears of the human race.” As Dr.
Spykman put it, “You can only say that
people have animal ancestry by ‘mon-
keying around’ with the text.” The issues
was debated long and vigorously. After
Prof. Spykman’s strong exhortation: “Let
the text be the text and honour the in-
tegrity of Scripture,” delegates adopted
Declaration F by a vote of 95 to 82. The
next morning, however, an amendment
to this Declaration was passed which
reads: “Declaration F is not intended and
may not be used to limit further investi-
gation and discussion of the origin of hu-
manity.” This amendment had the effect
of making the original declaration so
many words on paper with little practical
value in the CRC.

In this context it is also of interest to
note that Dr. E. Schuurman, the frater-

nal delegate from the Nederlands Gere-
formeerde Kerken, severely criticized the
report. According to him, the report on
Bible and science approached creation
far too much from modern scientific in-
sights which are essentially atheistic.
No logical harmony is therefore possible
between science and the Word of God.
Modern science is limited, relative, ab-
stract, and provisional. Reformed schol-
arship must bow before God’s revelation.
(The above information is taken from
reports in The Banner, July 1, 1991 and
Christian Renewal, July 15, 1991.)

An evaluation by an OPC
observer

In an article in Christian Renewal,
July 15, 1991, Rev. G.I. Williamson, who
served as a fraternal delegate from the
OPC at this year’s CRC synod, gave his
impressions. “I want to make one cen-
tral point. The CRC is sharply divided. It
is divided, in my judgment, because of
the increasing impact of the ‘new
hermeneutic.’ By the ‘new hermeneutic’ |
mean a new way of reading, interpreting,
or understanding the text of the Scrip-
tures — the result of which is to void the
text of its meaning.” Williamson noted
that historically those who want to bring
in something new had to prove that this

OUR COVER

was warranted by Scripture. Now those
who simply want to remain Reformed are
asked to prove that the Bible explicitly or
expressly says what they defend. But
when the clear text of the Scriptures is
appealed to, e.g., to maintain that wom-
en are not to hold ecclesiastical office
(e.g. 1 Timothy 2:11-14), the plain mean-
ing of the text is swept right out of the pic-
ture. The same can be said about the is-
sue of Bible and science.
Quoting biblical texts is frowned on
today in the CRC. If you do that you
will be called a fundamentalist. And
the new hermeneutic people don't like
that. What they like is this appeal to
the broad “sweep” of the Scriptures.
...with that method you can sweep
any text you want right out of the Bible.
My conclusion then is this: the new
hermeneutic has won out again in the
CRC. And unless there is a dramatic
reversal (which seems very unlikely to
me) this trend will continue. And what
will be the end result? It will be this:
the common people are going to be
robbed of their Bible. Yes, it is rapidly
reaching the place where the com-
mon man will be told that he cannot
just go to a text in the Bible to find out
what God says — quite specifically —
about homosexuality, or women in of-
fice, or the origin of man. No, he can’t
even go to the historic Reformed Con-
fessions. From now on he will have to
go and search through long and
frankly quite tedious reports from
CRC study committees. They will then
inform him about the latest sweep of
the Scriptures. (And by the way, one
of the things | heard more than once
at this synod was the allegation that
the Bible itself is not clear on these
matters.)
There are still many in the CRC who
stand by their historic Confessions.
Praise God for that. But the majority is
very relentless. The day will soon
come - if present trends continue —
when they will be driven to make a
choice. They will either have to stand
by the text of the Word of God, or they
themselves will be swept away by the
new hermeneutic.
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Feast in Vernon

By W.W.J. VanOene

On September 25, 1991, the Rev. C.
Van Spronsen will celebrate the twenty-
fifth anniversary of his ordination into
the ministry. On September 25, 1966 he
became the minister of the church at
Carman. The ordination service was
conducted by the Rev. J. Mulder who
had chosen as his text Heb.12 : 25. The
Rev. Van Spronsen began his ministry
with a sermon on Heb. 4 : 12.

When becoming a minister of the
Word in Carman, Rev. Van Spronsen
had a lonely position. This was not only
caused by his being single, having not
yet found a helpmeet, but also because
of the place where he became a minister
: Winnipeg being vacant at that time, he
did not have a colleague within one
thousand kilometers to talk to, to consult
with or to learn from. The first “handicap”
was overcome when Miss J.Veldkamp
consented to becoming Mrs. C. Van
Spronsen; the second one when the
Rev. H.A. Stel accepted Winnipeg’s call.

Apparently the relative loneliness did
not hamper our brother in his work. This
was due to a large extent to what we
would call the “pioneer spirit.”

When scanning the Rev. Van Spron-
sen’s “career,” we discover that he was
always pioneering in one form or anoth-
er, being the first one to do a certain
thing. It started already when he was
preparing himself for the ministry. For
some years he studied at the Theologi-
cal University of our Netherlands sister
churches, but for various reasons had to
return to our own country. How could he
ever achieve his goal? Here the “pio-
neer spirit” came in handy.

At the Synod of Hamilton 1962, the
decision was taken to establish a training
for the ministry. Various ministers were
appointed to guide prospective students
with their studies. It would not be easy
and no regular course of study could be
expected. Students would have to travel
from the one appointed teacher to the
other to complete their studies in the var-
ious disciplines under their guidance. For
both teachers and students it would be
a seeking for the best and most benefi-
cial way of fulfilling their mandate. The
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Rev. C. Van
Spronsen

teachers lacked the experience of teach-
ing at an academic level, the students
would miss the regular schedule of
classroom lectures and exams.

Yet, by the grace of God and the
strength given by the Holy Spirit student
Van Spronsen could conclude his stud-
ies favourably and be declared a “candi-
date of theology,” to be awarded an offi-
cial degree later on when our Seminary
was finally in operation in a manner that
was both adequate and satisfactory. For
teachers as well as for student it had
been a pioneering, but this did not con-
stitute an obstacle for our brother Van
Spronsen.

Again he was called upon to take
the first steps when the (then) church at
New Westminster called him to become
its missionary in Brazil. He accepted the
call and therewith the challenge to build
up the work from the very beginning, and
he served in the field for some eight
years. Those coming later could build
on the basis laid by him.

Upon acceptance of the call by the
church at Smithers the “pioneer spirit”
took over again, so to speak, and the
initial contacts with the native population
increased, which led to the establishing

of a special mission among them. Again .

the Rev. Van Spronsen was called upon
to undertake this work. Approximately
half of the eight-and-a-half years he
spent in Smithers were dedicated to this
mission.

Was this the end of “pioneering” ?
No, it was not.

The Okanagan Valley finally began
to attract more and more church mem-
bers, and gradual growth resulted in the
institution of a church. Since this church
is rather isolated, a minister was called
as soon as feasible. The Rev. Van
Spronsen was called and accepted the
call. Was it again the “pioneer spirit” that
was in his blood which made him decide
to go to Vernon? In any case, again
much had to be built up and organized.
The Vernon church expects to have a
church building of their own before the
end of the year.

The above lines were not written to
glorify a human being. Our brother him-
self will say : “Why make so much fuss
about it all?” It has only been tried to
find something characteristic with our
colleague. We thank our God for all He
has been pleased to use our brother for.
We wish the Rev. Van Spronsen fruitful
years in his further service in the king-
dom. Perhaps he has come to rest now
and settled down in the Okanagan Valley
for good. Or are there new horizons to be
explored ?

The congregation will thankfully re-
member what the Lord gave in this ser-
vant of His. An evening has been
planned for September 27th.

Our congratulations are offered also
to our sister and the whole family. May
our faithful and gracious Father contin-
ue to bless you and cause you to be a
blessing in the future as well.






NEWSMEDLEY

By W.W.J. VanOene

It can be noticed that the holiday season is upon us. Cat-
echism classes have been concluded for the season, soci-
eties have suspended their meetings and expect to resume
their weekly or bi-weekly gatherings some time in Septem-
ber. Family visits have been brought and the new season does
not start until later this year. All this also affects the amount of
information available for writing a newsmedley. Things are
somewhat different south of the equator as the seasons are
precisely reversed. Yet we do not want to deprive our readers
of the pleasure of meeting in our small corner.

Previously we mentioned the possibility that the Perth
metropolitan churches saw of cooperating in the matter of a
chaplain at the Armadale high school. Now it appears that
such possibility does not exist. The brothers cannot be ac-
cused of not having tried, but it became evident that no coop-
eration was possible within the framework of already adopted
rules. It would have been an enormous victory if the infallible
Word of God had been taken as basis for the work, but ap-
parently this was not the wish of many other religious com-
munities. Thus there was no other way left open for our
brotherhood there than to conclude that they could not go
along with the plans.

Some cheerier news comes from the expansion in the di-
rection of Bunbury. The first services were held there and it
was reported that some thirty persons attended them. “From
what I've heard,” Rev. Bouwman wrote, “more growth for
Bunbury is forthcoming.” It was too bad that for one family that
arrived there was another family that left the area. It seems
that the Perth metropolitan area suffers from the same “ail-
ment” from which the churches in the Fraser Valley “suffer” :
there is an almost constant moving back and forth and any
directory that is issued is already outdated at the moment it is
coming into the hands of the membership.

The Byford consistory also dealt with the support of theo-
logical students. “Consistory has been confronted with the
question whether students with families who wish to pursue
their study for the ministry and request assistance, whether
they fall into the category of Art. 19 C.O. Consistory will ap-
proach Rev. VanRongen to make some study on this subject
and report to consistory.”

We shall await the report of our colleague with great in-
terest and are looking forward to it. Because he is undertaking
a special investigation into this question, we shall refrain from
making many remarks about it. We, too, have our questions
and have had them for a considerable time. We say the fol-
lowing without any reflection on anyone in particular (and
please note this!) but only with a view to a general trend we
have noticed : when married men at a certain moment decide
that they will follow the training for the ministry, we get the im-
pression that they think it to be the churches’ obligation to en-
able them to do this and that the churches are under obliga-
tion to support their whole family as well. This, we think, is
incorrect. It used to be so that students did not get married un-
til they had completed their studies and received and accept-
ed a call or even had passed the peremptory examination. | do
not say that this was a healthy situation in each and every
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case, but | am convinced that it should be the rule. We’'ll see
what the Rev. VanRongen comes up with.

The district bulletin of the Perth metropolitan churches al-
ways published a meditation on the front page. Sometimes
these meditations were written by a minister, sometimes a
meditation was translated from the Dutch, sometimes taken
over from books with meditations. Mercies New Every Morning
provided them for a considerable time. Now the consistory of
Armadale had a proposal made to it “to delete the meditations
from the Church Bulletin. This is agreed to. The proposal will
be forwarded to other local churches for their consideration.”

| have never understood why meditations (or all sorts of
articles, for that matter) were needed in a local or even dis-
trict bulletin. Such a bulletin is there to provide the congrega-
tion(s) with the information they have to have regarding the
congregational life in the widest sense of the word, and no
editor should have to scratch his head every time or to rack his
brains to write or find a suitable meditation or topics to write
about. It won’t make much difference to the brothers, but |
fully agree with the proposal to delete all writing that is not
strictly congregational and societal information.

Arriving back in our own country, we learn from Langley
that “The fact that the membership is once again approach-
ing the 700 figure means thast something will have to be done.
Hence once summer’is over, the Council hopes to present a
number of proposals to you as congregation to deal with this
matter.” It is a good thing that Lynden will receive a minister
of their own &gain, otherwise | foresee that many reading
services will be necessary.

Last week | learned in Lynden that the Sumas library con-
tains even a book on the history of our federation. | do not
know how much influence citizens can have on the choice of
books for the public libraries, but the following item from the
Smit;ﬁers bulletin made me think about it. The Evangelism
Committee of Smithers “urges you to put in suggestions at
the Public Library as to the kind of books and other material
you would like to see in the Library. There is a suggestion
box in the Library .”

Several congregations organize a “coffee hour” on spe-
cific Sundays. Neerlandia is one of the congregations that
joined their number. Every first Sunday of the month such an
hour will be held after the afternoon service.

| did quote before one of the simple wisdoms that are
contained in the Providence bulletin. This time | would like to
share the following with you (where do they always get
them!) :

It's the little things that bother us,

And keep us on the rack;

We can sit upon a mountain,

But not upon a tack!

It is not entirely impossible that our medley sometimes lets
people sit upon a tack, but this is then done only to bring
them to (good or improved) action! As such a quote from the
Burlington South bulletin may serve.

“From the Organ Bench.




“In the past few months concern has been raised about
the singing of the Creed, Hymn 1A. There seems to be some
confusion since the Creed is still sometimes sung the ‘old’
way. Particular attention should be given to the 6th and 10th
lines.

“Line 6 should be sung : Suf-fered un-der Pon-tius Pi-
late, where each syllable receives a quarter note, not an
eighth note as before.

“Line 10 should be sung: He as-cend-ed in-to heav’n,
where the first two syllables receive a quarter note each and
the remaining get an eighth note each.”

Here and there | sometimes notice that line 10 is sung
the wrong way. It is good to stress anew that the first two syl-
lables of line 10 are twice as long as the rest of the article.

The consistory with the deacons of the Burlington South
congregation are considering the calling of another pastor and
teacher. “Fourteen ministers/candidates are discussed at
length. The committee will gather more information on four
names.” Wow !

For members who might visit Ontario and want to attend
the services in Burlington West we pass on the information
that the morning services start at 9:30 instead of at 10:00.

Burlington East purchased a property and with proper ren-
ovations the house on it will be “very suitable for a permanent
manse.” The address ? 3089 Woodward Ave.

The Evangelism and Public Relations Committee orga-

nized some “singing in the park.” Permission from the City of |

Burlington was obtained and at the first such event “it was
more than we had possibly hoped for...the ‘choir’ swelled to
some 75 - 100 people, we were told.” Not all that many
strangers stopped to listen to the brief message that was giv-
en, but it is expected that subsequent gatherings would have
a sound system at their disposal.

Coming to Grand Valley, we have some pleasant news.
The clerk could inform the consistory “that the Ontario Gov-
ernment has approved our request for the sales tax charged
on almost all the material purchased for ‘Project 90.(That is
the building of manse and church building, VO) The intention
is (It is the intention,VO) to use this money to double our
mortgage payments for three months, and at that time to re-
assess how the rest ought to be used.” Congratulations !

Another pieasant note, this time from the Hamilton con-
sistory report : “A letter from a member who recently professed
the faith, thanking the elders and deacons for the traditional
gift of a book.” Would this happened more often.

Hamilton’s consistory received another letter as well.
This one was from a member “who requested that the con-
gregation be invited to stand during the singing immediately
following the collection in the worship service.” This request
will be further discussed.

| do not know when the collection is taken in Hamilton, at
what point during the services, but | sometimes wonder
whether not all songs should be sung while the congregation
is standing. Usually this is done only at the beginning and at
the end of the services, but why not all songs ? | do not know
what prompted the request to do so after the collection, but
why single out this particular song?

Our consistories and the synodically appointed commit-
tees can now count with a deadline for the next general syn-
od. The convening church at Lincoln “has decided that the
next General Synod of our churches will be held commencing,
the Lord willing, November 3, 1992.” It is always good to
have a deadline. This sometimes prods people into action.
Now that the date has been announced over a year in ad-

|

|

|
|

vance, there is no excuse for being late with reports or pro-
posals.

Some time ago a “Cash for Trash Newsletter” was en-
closed with the Lincoln/Rockway bulletins. What drew my at-
tention was not so much the list of UPC coupons that were so-
licited but a handwritten note on the back of the sheet. | do
not know how they did it, and this is the more miraculous when
| read the litanies in some other bulletins, complaining about
lack of cooperation and interest, but the note at the back of the
sheet read as follows : “The $ 28,000.00 that has been made
by Cash/Trash will be going towards the purchase of a new
bus.” Itis with deep respect for the perseverance of the sisters
that | pass this happy news on to our readers. Perhaps this,
too, will prod some into action. Hopefully so !

There is one more thing | should like to pay attention to in
this medley. One patrticular bulletin contained a line that puz-
zled me. In it a congregation was informed that someone had
asked to be admitted to the Church “and to reaffirm his faith
publicly. If no lawful objection is brought forward, this reaffir-
mation will take place ...”

| thought: “What are we getting here? What strange phe-
nomenon is introduced here?” It is evident that the person re-
questing admission did not bring an attestation from a sister
church. But then there was nothing to “reaffirm.” Someone
coming from without can become a member of the church only
upon profession of faith. Such profession does not necessar-
ily have to be made publicly, but can also take place before the
consistory or even a few brothers appointed to this by the con-
sistory. When we make profession of faith we make profession
of what we believe, not that we believe. Someone who comes
from outside did not profess the faith “which is taught in this
Christian Church,” and thus there is nothing to “reaffirm.” He
simply makes profession of faith with the words of the form
that has been adopted for that purpose.

| recall that the father of a well-esteemed minister in one
of our foreign sister churches insisted on making public pro-
fession of faith when he requested admission and brought
his family into the church. He was not an unbeliever before,
not at all, but having become convinced that the Reformed
confessions were completely in accordance with the Word of
God, he had the correct judgment and evaluation : he under-
stood that profession is made of “the Reformed religion,” as it
was sometimes expressed. That’s how it is and that's how
we should keep it without introducing terms that tend to un-
dermine the very character of the profession of faith. When
church members go to the Lord’s Supper table or when they
come with their child for Holy Baptism, we might say that by
that very deed they “reaffirm their faith.” This cannot be said of
someone who comes from without and requests membership.
Let’s keep things straight.

The Grand Rapids bulletin had some more news about de-
velopments in the United States. “We have received word
that the house congregation meeting in Boulder, Colorado, un-
der the guidance of Rev. Pollock, has determined to join the
federation of the Canadian and American Reformed Church-
es. Rev. C. Stam and Rev. P. Kingma will, the Lord willing, be
visiting Rev. Pollock and the congregation in Boulder shortly.”
This is all | know about this development, however, | thought
that it would be good to tell you all about it.

Herewith | have come to the end of my news for this time.
If there was a tack in it, don’t try to sit on it but get going and
you soon will get rid of any after-effects.

Cheerio !

VO
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Activities of the
Anchor Association

In our previous article we gave you
a brief look at the history of the Canadi-
an Reformed Association for the Handi-
capped, Anchor, and the development
of Anchor Home. Now we would like to
tell you a little more about the activities
and projects with which the Anchor As-
sociation is involved at present.

Daily life at Anchor Home

Each week day the staff members at
Anchor Home arises at 6 a.m. gets ready
for the day, then rouses the residents.
Most of the residents can carry out their
own morning routines of washing, dress-
ing, making beds, etc. Derek, however,
being wheelchair-bound, needs some
assistance.
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Counsellors at Anchor
Home

| Seated: |1, Lucie,
Geraldine
Standing: I-r, Diane,
Harriet, Mr. Vander
Heiden, Stya

Breakfast is at 7 a.m. Thereafter one
of the residents helps a counsellor do the
dishes while the others prepare them-
selves to leave. Derek and Janine attend
a school in St. Catharines and are picked
up by a school bus at 7:45. The other
residents are driven to their places of
employment.

Jerry and Grace go to ARC Indus-
tries. At ARC Industries they are
matched to a job they enjoy and can
manage. Some of the jobs include: sort-
ing objects according to colour or size,
putting objects in a plastic bag and sta-
pling it with a label, making up “bubble”
packages, and taking apart paint jar lids
and paddles, cleaning and reassem-
bling them. ARC Industries is always

pleased to hear from anyone who feels
they can use their services.

Besides these work activities, the
workshop participants are also given
plenty of mental stimulation and physi-
cal exercise. The supervisors establish a
very close relationship with the workers
and make it a very happy place to be.
Whenever a worker is capable of doing
more than is offered at the workshop, a
suitable job is found in the community.
ARC Industry supervisors remain close-
ly involved with these workers.

Jerry now spends one day a week at
a nearby fruit farm, while Grace stays at
Anchor Home one day a week to help
with the housecleaning. Both Grace and
Jerry are very pleased and proud of hav-
ing advanced considerably during their
time at ARC Industries.

Phil has a regular full-time job in a
greenhouse business. Jim shares his
working days between an appliance re-
pair business and greenhouse opera-
tion. Suitable daily busyness gives each
of these young men and women a sense
of self-worth.

Upon their return in the afternoon,
there are many things to do: discuss
what happened during the day, have a
shower, prepare lunches for the next day
and help get supper ready. After supper
there are dishes to be done, everyone
taking turns. Each evening one person
also gets a turn to do his or her laundry.

Evenings also tend to be quite busy.
Monday evening is set aside for cate-
chism. This is taught to 5 of the residents
by 2 elders from the church at Lincoln.
The remaining resident attends men’s
society every other week. Tuesday
evening finds 3 residents at their organ
lessons, while one follows a night course
and another attends choir.

Wednesday evening there is Bible
class for all. Several other handicapped
young people from the area join them on
this evening. Listening to and discussing
the Bible story is a favourite activity and
each participant also enjoys the craft pro-
ject chosen to go with the story. Bible



study evening always ends with a round
of psalm singing, greatly loved by all.

On Thursday evenings the residents
are busily making things in the work-
shops (formerly a garage). They produce
some very nice step stools, bird feed-
ers, tissue box covers, etc. The young
ladies usually spend this time in the
house baking or doing crafts.

Friday evenings are reserved for

Anchor Band practice. The band in- |

cludes a harmonica, keyboard, several
percussion instruments as well as a vio-
lin. During all these evening activities
many people besides the counsellors
are involved with the residents.

On Sundays most of the residents
visit church members between services.
Only the last Sunday of the month is
designated as an “at home together”
Sunday.

This sounds like a full schedule
doesn’t it? However, time is still found for
special outings and visits to relatives.
Rarely will the Anchor Home family miss
a choir or instrumental concert given in
the area. Time can also still be found for
visits from guests, something much en-
couraged at Anchor Home. If you are vis-
iting this area and want to be assured of
a warm welcome, do pay a visit to An-
chor Home and stay for a cup of coffee
or tea. Calling ahead is wise of course.
Phone (416) 563-8641.

During the summer months the
schedule varies considerably. Two hap-
py weeks are always spent at Anchor
Camp, at which time the counsellors
take a well-deserved holiday.

Anchor Summer Camp

Anchor’s first Summer Camp was
held in 1979. Nine people registered as
campers that first year. Through the
years the camp has grown so now we
find approximately 25 participants from
the ages of 6 and up. At least as many
volunteers offer their services each year
as cooks and campers’ friends. Then
there is a small army of people behind
the scenes making each summer camp
session possible.

Every summer, Anchor Camp starts
on the first Monday of July, lasting until
the Saturday of the following week. The
camp is held in a group campsite at
Valens Conservation Area, approximate-
ly 35 km northwest of Hamilton. Over
the years some tents and a large kitchen
shelter have been acquired, while the re-
maining “bedrooms,” (trailers and tent
trailers) are lent to Anchor Camp. Since
the camp has been held at this location
for many years, routines have been well
established, something which adds to
the contentment and happiness of the
campers.

Residents of
Anchor Home

Seated I-r: Grace,
Jerry, Derek
Standing I-r: Jim,
Janine, Phil

If at all possible, each camper is
paired with his or her own volunteer, who
takes full responsibility for the camper
while at camp. Besides this there is a
camp director, several cooks and
helpers. At times it has been difficult to
attract so many volunteers. However,
most people, having once spent some
time at Anchor Camp, feel they have re-
ceived much enjoyment and benefit from
this experience and are anxious to go
back if at all possible. Several volunteers
have come to Anchor Camp each year
as long as it has been in existence!

Each day is well planned, with every
group having assigned duties. Time is set
aside for chosen activities but each day
also includes group sessions of Bible
study, craft activities, trips to the beach,
evening Bible stories, games and songs
around the camp fire. Several special
outings, such as trips to Marineland, the
Lion Safari, bowling and supper at Mc-
Donald’s are also planned. The last Fri-
day evening is a special closing evening,
at which time many relatives and friends
join the campers around the camp fire
and share in the fun and singing.

Later in the year all campers have a

chance to reminisce about the good times |

when they have a Saturday get-together
at one of the neighbouring congregations.
This is a nice way of keeping in touch

and gives them a chance to play some
games, sing and have a meal together.

Besides the activities mentioned,
the Anchor Association realizes the need
to be a catalyst in motivating and help-
ing local chapters provide help and sup-
port to handicapped members and their
families in their congregations. The as-
sociation strives to help everyone un-
derstand what it means to live with a
handicap and how we, their fellow
church members, can help make their
lives somewhat easier and happier.
Handicapped members also look to God
for their strength and salvation. They
are His loved children; we all are. But
they are children with special needs.
God provides for these needs, but He
does it through us, their brothers and sis-
ters in whose midst He has placed them.

Would you like to know more? Would
you like to share in this help? Please
contact us if you would like further
information.

Anchor Association

Mrs. N. Hart

RR 2 Lynden, ON

LOR 1TO

Phone: (416) 627-3972

For the Anchor
P.R. Committee
Martha De Gelder
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B OOK REVIEW

By J. Geertsema

Outlines on Revelation, revised edition,
vol. | and Il, by Prof. L. Selles.

The first volume of these revised edi-
tions of Prof. Selles’ outlines was already
published two years ago. The second
volume appeared last year. The first edi-
tion was published in 1964 and 1969,
respectively, more than twenty years
ago. The author writes in his foreword to
the first volume: “In a number of in-
stances a previous insight was modified
or given up in favour of a more accept-
able one.” Especially “the more difficult
passages of the book” received a revi-
sion. “Therefore, it will not do to use the
two editions interchangeably during a
meeting” of a study society.

These words of the author indicate
that these outlines are not rewritten
overnight. A lot of study went into them.
The more one studies the book of Reve-
lation with the help of these outlines, the
more one will become aware of this.
However, the author has written in a
clear and understandable way.

With regard to the book of Revela-
tion, Prof. Selles points out that 1:1 says
that this revelation was “signified” (made
known through signs and symbols).
Therefore, we must realize that “sym-
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bolic language should be understood fig-
uratively.” Nevertheless, the book is
called “revelation,” which means “disclo-
sure.” It is revelation of God, given to
Christ for the church to live by. “There-
fore,” so again the author, “we should not
treat it as a puzzle which we must solve,
but as a mystery which has been un-
veiled to us.” This fact that we have here
to do with the Word of God given to
Christ and revealed to the New Testa-
ment Church puts the charge on us to
read and study it. Professor Selles helps
us to do this in a Reformed manner. This
is clear, for instance, from the following
point.

Many students of the Apocalypse
(Revelation) point to other Jewish books
that are called apocalyptic, as, for in-
stance, the Book of Enoch, or The Apoc-
alypse of Moses. Prof. Selles makes the
confessional remark: “In contrast to the
various fantastic Jewish apocalypses cir-
culating in his days, John testifies in v. 2
that Revelation is not the product of his
imagination but was granted to him by
the LoRp.

It is a joy to read through these Out-
lines and consider the explanations giv-
en. They are clear and helpful. It does
not mean that Prof. Selles has spoken
the final word. He does not claim this ei-
ther but is very careful. Often the author
gives the different interpretations that are
presented by the scholars. This is good
for the discussion. As could be expect-
ed after the speech of the author, two
years ago, for the officebearers confer-
ence in Ontario, which appeared in Clar-
ion, Prof. Selles interprets the harlot of
Rev. 17 and 18 as the unfaithful, apos-
tate church, instead of seeing her as a
political power. He follows here the line
of prof. B. Holwerda. In my opinion, this
is correct. Selles also follows the Re-
formed line with regard to the interpreta-
tion of the so-called “Thousand Year
reign of Christ,” revealed in Rev. 20. Not
a basically Jewish-apocalyptic (fantastic)
line is followed, which so many do, but
the ecclesiastical line: since the time of
the flood, or, the time of Abraham, Sa-
tan was allowed to deceive all the na-
tions with his deceit of all kinds of idola-
tries. There was one exception: the
nation of Israel, the people of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob (cf. Deut 32:8,9 and
Acts 17:26). The change came with the

Ascension of Christ and the pouring out
of the Holy Spirit. From this turn in the
history of salvation God gathers His
people out of all the nations. Therefore,
Satan was bound so that he was not able
to deceive all the nations and unite them
under his rule during Christ's world-wide
church gathering work.

| would like to mention one point
where my interpretation differs from that
of my colleague and predecessor. | do
this so that the readers have another
point for studying the matter. Following
many others, Prof. Selles views the con-
tents of the scroll or book which the
Lamb receives from the hand of God
(Rev. 5) as the things which had to hap-
pen soon. In other words, the book of the
Lamb contains the history as unfolded
in the next chapters. It is not the place
here to state all the arguments, but, fol-
lowing other Reformed exegetes, | see
this book as the book which is later
called the Book of Life of the Lamb, con-
taining the names of God's elect, those
who were sealed (chapters 7 and 14).
This does not mean that the element of
the revelation of the things that are to
happen is absent. But the contents of
this revelation is found in the seven
seals. The seals are not broken to read
the contents of the book. The seals are
opened. Something that is opened can
have its own contents. So, this opening
of the seals appears to be an indication
that these seals have their own contents:
the things that will happen soon, and
are described in chapter 6 at the occa-
sion of the opening of the seals.

A new study season is around the
corner. So, | would like to suggest the
study of the Book of Revelation. And for
this study | highly recommend the use of
these outlines by Prof. Selles. Those who
do, receive the extra bonus of questions
added at the end of each outline. These
questions, too, are very helpful. They of-
ten urge us to further study, although
most of them lead the student directly
back to the text where the answer can
be found. Once again: take and study for
your spiritual enrichment, for your com-
fort and encouragement, with thanks to
Prof. Selles and the publisher, the I(nter)
L(eague) P(ublication) B(oard), Box 783,
London, Ontario, N6A 4Y8.



OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE
By Aunt Betty

Hello Busy Beavers,

Colourful leaves, cooler weather, crisp apples — that's fall!
Isn’t it great?

Summer was lovely.

But now we can enjoy the colours and the plenty of fall!
Keep your eyes and ears open!

Interesting and beautiful things are all around us!
ENJOY!

FOR YOU TO DO

On a gorgeous fall day find a friend and take a walk to
hunt for seeds.

Bring your knapsack or a tote, and look for as many
different kinds as you can.

You will find seeds on trees, on bushes, on flowers
and weeds, and even grass.

Back home glue them in an interesting pattern on bris-
tol board, construction paper, whatever.

If you know what seeds they are, label them.

Now, who do you think will be interested in your seed
collection?

Where can you display it?

Lots of success! And have fun!

WASHING

Washing is one thing we all have to do. Can you match the
name of the person with the kind of washing he or she did?

1. Mary a. wanted Jesus to wash his
whole body
2. Pilate b. told the Israelites they could
be saved by washing their
hearts from wickedness
3. Ablind man c. washed Jesus feet with
ointment
4. Job d. found a baby when she came
to wash in a river
David e. washed in the pool of Siloam
Jeremiah f. prayed, “Wash me, and | shall
be whiter than snow”
Jesus g. washed the disciples’ feet
8. Peter h. said washing in snow water

could not make him clean

washed his hands to rid
himself of guilt

9. Pharaoh’s daughter

10. Elders j. washed their hands to show

innocence
(See answers)

ANIMAL RIDDLES
By Busy Beaver Cheryl Schouten

. Did the puppy strike out
at the baseball game?

. What does a puppy eat
at a baseball game?

. What is the best year for
frogs?

4. Where does a duck go
when it gets hurt?

Picture by Busy Beaver
Jodie Lodder

(See answers)
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boxes make the five letter theme word.

[SIL] [ M][C]N[T][B]
[CI[H][E][¥][O][K]

[CI[RI[E[C][O}[S]

[OILIEIH  [DI[AIN]

Theme Word:

SUPER SIX PUZZLE
Unscramble the six words in the boxes on the right. All six words are linked to the same theme. The letters in the bold

PICTURE CODE
By Busy Beaver Netty Sikkema

KEY

PEN PALS WANTED!

Are you looking for a pen pal?
Here are the names and addresses of three people who
are also looking for one!

- =© -
i _ _éb N Don’t be shy. You write firstl
oo U = “F Joanne Jans (age 8) Aaron Hordyk (age 9)
¢+ =€ 0 = r RR 1 4121 Aberdeen Rd.
o - Dunnville, ON Beamsville, ON
‘ 9 o8 =5 N1A 2W1 LOR 1B6
6’ ") = Henrietta Breukelman (age 10)
- u
= <k <=4 Box 83
A - f [e=/ Neerlandia, AB
& =HA TOG 1RO
Answers .
Jopjonp eyl JeaA deg)
‘e jdnd epos pue w100 dnd 'z A dnd e uy ay ‘oN "I se/ppIy
VR N oL p6 &8 B2 a9 ys Uy o¢ g o | buysem
KA E RARS
R, ey i Last chance to send in your Quiz contest entries, Busy
T —N —t
SIS S A S E Beavers.
. ' ' ‘ , Do it right now, so you won't forget!
— - 7 R 4 & Will you write and tell me about your seed collection?
— 5 €3 t e > Bye for now, Busy Beavers.
S . 4 i — ;i— B S Hope to “see” you all, next time!
EAa>5 EeaFTTES
L e Love to you all,
N °° e § Aunt Betty
O give thanks to the LoRp, for He is Psalm 139 In thankfulness to the Lorb who

—

good; for His steadfast love en-
dures for ever! Psalm 118:1

The Lord in His goodness has
granted us a gift of life and health
through the birth of

KENDRA RUTH

on August 3rd, 1991

A sister for Hannele Elisabeth
Nadine Joanne

Fred and Grace VanderVelde

4219 Mountainview Road
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2
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With great joy and thankfulness to
the Lord, who has richly blessed
our marriage with the birth of our
8th child

RUTH JANET

A sister for Harold, Jacob, Rebec-
ca, Henry, John, Aileen
and Rosa-Lynn

Born August 8, 1991

Henry and Roeli Kelly
(nee Jansema)
RR 2 Bird Road
Dunnville, ON N1A 2W2
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made everything well, we are
happy to announce the birth of
our son and brother

KRISTOFER NICHOLAS

Born July 12, 1991

A brother for Riemer, William
Adriana, Gregory
Ava, Anita, David
Bryan
Allan and Corrie Faber

7195-115th Street
Delta, BC V4E 1X8
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With joy and thankfulness to the
Lord we announce the birth of
our daughter

CHRISTINE ANN

Born July 29, 1991

A sister for Sandy, Denise, Erik
and Norman

Warren and MaryAnn Hoeksema
RR 1
Fenwick, ON LOS 1CO

==l
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With thankfulness to our heavenly
Father for entrusting to us another
covenant child, we are happy to
announce the birth of our fifth child

TAMARA NICOLE

Born July 30, 1991

A sister for Jaclyn, Tanya,
Lynette and Trevor

Bill and Caroline Dehaas

= S5 1—— =

With great joy and thankfulness to
the Lord who made all things well,
we are happy to announce the
birth of our daughter

CRYSTAL DAWN
Born July 4, 1991

Rick and Kathleen Leffers
Box 969, Houston, BC V0J 1Z0

The Lord has again richly blessed
us by entrusting to our care an-
other son. We named him

WESLEY STEPHEN

Born June 25, 1991
His brothers are Aren and Joel

Arnold and Ingrid Jansema
(Feenstra)
RR 1 Lane Road
Dunnville, ON N1A 2W1
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With thankfulness to the Lord,
the Creator of life, we joyfully an- e e sesaETsT s
nounce the birth of our first child,
a daughter

ADRIENNE JUSTINE

Born on August 10, 1991

Arthur and Sharon Teitsma
(nee Duker)

404 Regent Avenue East
Winnipeg, MB R2C 0C7

I N——

With thankfulness to God, we are m
happy to announce that He has
blessed our family with the birth of
ason

DAVID ANDREW

Born July 29, 1991

A brother for Sharalee
Jonathan, Christi
and Rachel

SNy ENE—

21737-52 Avenue — Stan and Shelley Vandenbos m

Langley, BC V3A 4R1 RR 1, Caledonia, ON NOA 1A0 [
Psalm 126:3 J

= == The Lorp has done great things for e e

With great joy, we thank our heav-
enly Father, who has blessed our
marriage with the birth of one of
His covenant children, a daughter
whom we have named

CHELSEY LYNN

Born August 6, 1991
Bert and Henrietta Tenhage
(nee Gansekoele)

21 Braeside Road
Fergus, ON N1M 2V1

=l ==l
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2043 Edinburgh Drive
Burlington, ON L7R 2C8
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m July 25, 1991 e LOTE W With thankfulness to the Lord,
With the guiding hand of our heav- brought us together in His divine who brought us together at His
% enly Father, and the blessing of love, we appointed time, we
our parents, Mrs. Mary Moesker ’
and Mr. Jouke VanderLeest, we BRIAN CLARENCE ANTHONY YVONNE BOUWSEMA
m are happy to announce our en- VANDERHOUT d
| gagement: and an
[ HENRY MOESKER LISA GERALDINE KEGEL GLENN POST
m and announce our engagement. announce our engagement.
[H DIANNE VANDERLEEST August 4, 1991

With thankfulness to our heavenly
Father, who brought us together,
we wish to announce our engage-

With thankfulness to the Creator
and Giver of life, we joyfully an-
nounce the birth of another cove-

ment nant child m
LINDA DgBOER CAMERON PETER
an
HENK WERKMAN Born July 29, 1991

A brother for Lisa, Michael and
Lori
Pete and Celia Vandergugten
(nee VanWoudenberg)

21135-95A Avenue
Langley, BC V1M 1P2

August 2, 1991
RR 2, Smithville, ON LOR 2A0
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Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.
Song of Solomon 8:7a

With thankfulness to the Lord who

—

August 7, 1991
250 “C” Line
Orangeville, ON L9W 2Y9

Box 1553
Coaldale, AB TOK 0LO I
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With joy and thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs.
J. deJager and Mr. and Mrs. F. Wright are pleased to
announce the forthcoming marriage of their children

WILMA MARTI
and
WILLIAM HENRY

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, Satur-
day, the fourteenth of September at 1:00 p.m., at the
Rehoboth Canadian Reformed Church at Burlington.

Pastor R.N. Gleason officiating.

1339 Mountain Grove Avenue
Burlington, ON L7P 2H1
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With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Harsevoort and Mr. and Mrs. Yul Krikke are pleased to
announce the marriage of their children

SHAUNA LOUISE
|] and
PAUL ANTHONY

The ceremony will take place, D.V., on Saturday,
September 7, 1991 at 2:30 p.m. in the Rehoboth Cana-
dian Reformed Church at Burlington, ON.

=

Dr. J. Dedong officiating.

Future address:
2138 Ghent Avenue, Apt. 1
Burlington, ON L7R 1Y4

=
==

With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. K. Tams are
pleased to announce the marriage of their daughters

—

CHRISTINA HARRIET
to
WAYNE ANTHONY PLEITER

son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Pleiter

==I—=]

and

ELLA IRENE
to
BEN TROMP

son of Mr. and Mrs. P. Tromp.

==

The ceremony will take place September 14, 1991 at
3:00 p.m. in the Canadian Reformed Church at
Chilliwack.

[ Rev. M. vanLuik officiating.

=
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1966 — September 2 — 1991
With thankfulness to the Lord, who has kept them in His
care and blessed us with their love and guidance, we
joyfully announce the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our
dear parents
BILL VAN EGMOND

el

and
MARGARET VAN EGMOND (nee Flokstra)
[ﬂ Carman, MB: Michelle and Ed Bergsma
H Langley, BC: Rob Van Egmond

Yolanda Van Egmond
Yvonne Van Egmond

4944-197A Street
Langley, BC V3A 6W1

= EEEEEEJ
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1941 — Enschede August 29 — 1991 Willowdale

[ﬂ Cast your burden on the Lorp, and He will sustain you.

Psalm 55:22a

I

I

I
With joy and thankfulness to our heavenly Father, who m
has kept them in His care, we hope to celebrate, the m
Lord willing, the 50th Wedding Anniversary of our par- m
ents, grandparents and great-grandparents m
|

I

I

[

SIERD DE WOLDE
and
GEESJE DE WOLDE (nee Dekker)

May the Lord continue to bless and keep them. Their
grateful children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Smithville, ON:  Tiena and Donald Bos

Geraldine and Leo Post
Stephanie, Ashley, Nathan

Frederick and Ann Bos
Scott and Ria
Sandra and Frank
Kevin
Brenda

_—_e_
—_—

Everett, ON: Harry and Peggy de Wolde
Cheryl-Ann

Marsha
Scarboroug, ON: Chris and Helen de Wolde

Willowdale, ON: Hilda and John de Boer
John David
Cynthia
Thomas
Timothy
Matthew

6061 Yonge Street, Apt. 2012
Willowdale, ON M2M 3W4
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1956 — August 31 — 1991

With thankfulness to our faithful Lord and Saviour for
keeping them in His loving care, we hope to celebrate
the 35th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and
grandparents

NEAL and MARY VANDERGUGTEN (nee Huttema)

Their thankful children and grandchildren.

Langley, BC: Rick and Ludi Vandergugten
Jessica, Benjamin, Kristin, Jared
and Jaclyn

Pete and Celia Vandergugten
Lisa, Michael, Loriand Cameron

Larry and Lyn Vandergugten
Colin and Connie

Marion and Rob DeBoersap
Sherrie, Marissa and Michelle

13056 Coulthard Road
Surrey, BC V3X 3E6

Sardis, BC:

Langley, BC:

= =

1966 — 25th Anniversary — 1991

With thankfulness to the LorD we will remember that
on
September 25
it was 25 years ago that

REV. CORNELIUS VAN SPRONSEN

was ordained as MINISTER OF THE WORD OF GOD.
By grace he was allowed to serve Him, unhindered, in
His Churches as well as the mission fields abroad and
at home.
May the LoRp grant many more years in His service.
Address:
RR 5, S-2A, C-18
Vernon, BC V1T 6L8

The Congregation of Vernon, BC

—

o

—e

—J
1

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this
is the victory that overcomes the world, our faith. 1 jopn 5:4

Our heavenly Father, in His infinite wisdom, has taken
up into His heavenly glory, four days before his birth, His
covenant child, our son and brother

TYSON DREW

Taco and Margaret VanderVelde
(nee Hopman)
Brendan, Aren, Jordan, Marisa, Alexa

August 5, 1991

518 Canboro Road
Fenwick, ON LOS 1C0O

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we
have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. 2 Corinthians 5:1

After a lengthy illness, the Lord took unto Himself
our beloved husband, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather

TJAART DYKSTRA

on July 17, 1991, at the age of 79 years.
Beloved husband of Trientje Dykstra (nee Bulthuis)

Burlington, ON:  John and Florence Dykstra

Smithville, ON:  Klaas and Henny Zeldenrust

Fergus, ON: Kees (Casey) and Betty Dykstra
Grandfather of 17 grandchildren and 1 great-grand-
daughter.

Predeceased by 1 grandson.

483 Dynes Road
Burlington, ON L7N 2T8

| have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have
kept the faith; Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of

righteousness. 2 Timothy 4:7,8a

In the early hours of August 3, 1991, the Lord took into his
eternal home our beloved wife, mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, and great-great -grandmother, at the
blessed age of 87 years,

HENDRIKJE ONDERWATER (nee Smits)

Family:
Surrey, BC:
Armstrong, BC:
LoneButte, BC:

Ellen and Evert Vanderlende
Henny Peeters

Fred Peeters

Laidlaw, BC: Martha and Adrian Krabbendam
Abbotsford, BC: Dirk and Nel Onderwater
Surrey, BC: Cor and Aat Onderwater
Nanaimo, BC:  Pauline and Jack Stolp
Houston, BC: Martin and Diane Onderwater
Lumby, BC: Bernie and Dona Onderwater
Vernon, BC: George and Marian Onderwater

Predeceased by 1 child and 4 grandchildren.

Mourned by the 9 children, 40 grandchildren, 63 great-
grandchildren, 1 great-great-grandchild, and their spouses.

On behalf of this large family,

Martin Onderwater, Sr.
309-20265 54A Avenue
Langley, BC V3A 3W6
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The Board of the
EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL
in Smithers is presently inviting applicants for an opening
in our High School for the 1991/1992 school year.

The successful candidate must be qualified in Bible stud-
ies and Business courses.

For more information call the principal
Mr. Henk VanBeelen
(604) 847-3492 or (604) 847-5924
Applications should be directed to

John VanVeen
Secretary of the Board
of the Canadian Reformed School Association of
Smithers, BC, P.O. Box 3700, VOJ 2NO

THE
Family Christian
Bookstore
750 Guelph Line
(Opposite the Burlington Mall)
Burlington, Ontario
L7R 3N5

Phone: (416) 637-9151
Thurs. and Fri. till 9 p.m.

AdVERTISE IN

NATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE

PETER VAN SPRONSEN
Bus. (604) 542-4054 Fax (604) 542-3706
Res. (604) 545-2657

NRS BLOCK BROS. REALTY LTD.
5300 26th Street, Vernon, B.C. V1T 8G3

Vander Molen & Co.

Chartered Accountants

* Financial & Tax Planning
¢ Auditing * Management Consulting
e Computer Services * Computer Bookkeeping

Small Business Specialist

#202 - 20621 Logan Ave., Langley, BC V3A 7R3
Tel. (604) 533-1591 Fax (604) 533-2389

* Accounting

|

N

DON’T BUY INSURANCE
UNTIL ...

YOU CHECK WITH US

LIFE, NON-SMOKER LESS 30%-60%

“All Lines of Insurance”:
Home, Car, Business, Life, Group, etc.
Serving the Golden Horseshoe.

HOFSINK

Insurance Broker
Box 1145. “B,” Burlington, ON L7P 3S9

JOHN H. HOFSINK (416) 332-3812

FORTRESS
EQUITY MANAGEMENT INC.

3425 Harvester Road, Suite 101B
Burlington, Ontario L7N 3N1.

Roland Van Andel

Bill Van Huisstede

“Independent Financial Planners”
Our services include:
¢ Individual and Group R.R.S.P.’s;
* Retirement Income Funds and Annuities;
¢ Guaranteed Investment Certificates;
¢ Company Pension Plans;
* Retirement Planning and Counselling.
For a free Consultation call
(416) 333-0902
Committed to Your Success




