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EDITORIAL

By J. Geertsema

The Year of our Lord 1992;
“All or Nothing”

In Matthew 13:12 we read these words of Christ: “For to
him who has will more be given, and he will have abun-
dance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be
taken away.” These words seem contradictory. How can one
who has not still lose what he has? He has and he has not.
What does this mean?

These words are spoken in the context of Christ’s speak-
ing in the form of parables, the first one being the parable
of the Sower. There is judgment here, and sovereign grace.
To the disciples is given (it is purely a gift) to know the secrets
of the kingdom of heaven. To others, the unbelieving and un-
repentant Jews, it is not given. Thus, the disciples have, and
more will be given to them, so that they will have abun-
dance. But the people who refuse to repent in response to
the gospel, even what they have will be taken away.

This context throws light on the meaning. Christ spoke
these words in the framework of the covenant. It is in the
covenant that one can speak about this not having and hav-
ing, at the same time, and a losing even what one has. The
people of Israel, as before, so in those days, had great privi-
leges. They were children of God. God had spoken, and
still maintained to them His word of the Law: You shall not
have other gods before Me, because He had said first: “I am
the LOrD your God.” This “I am the LOrD your God” held ev-
erything. It included all God’s covenant promises. Full eter-
nal salvation was included. The people of God could say:
Since God gave Himself to us as our God, He gave us ev-
erything with Him. He who has God, has everything for ever.
This is present and future reality.

But it is a reality in Christ. One can also say: it is a real-
ity which, at the same time, bears the character of promise.
With this, “I am the LorD your God” — with this having all
salvation as gift from God with having Him — comes the de-
mand of faith. Through faith God’s covenant children are
called and commanded by God to appropriate personally
what they have from Him. If they do not do this and refuse
to make what God has given them in the covenant their own
through faith, they will lose what they possess.

It is evident how this appropriating takes place. In the
preaching of God’s Word the treasures are presented to
God'’s people. In the preaching they are shown what they
have from God in Christ. Now God wants His children to
hear and take, and keep taking, what they have and is of-
fered to them, always again, in faith. We are here not deny-
ing the command of God that the free gospel offer has to go
out to those outside the church as well. The petition, “Thy
kingdom come” contains the prayer, “Preserve and increase
Thy church.”

2

In all this we can see our calling for the new year, the
Year of the Lord, 1992. This year, undoubtedly, will bring
its own hardships and troubles, physically and mentally, fi-
nancially and in human relations, as well as otherwise. But
the need that dominates it all is that of the coming of God’s
kingdom. It is that of “Preserve and increase Thy church.”
Both is done through the preaching of the gospel, the sow-
ing of the seed of God’s Word. By being preached, this
Word, shining as a lamp in a dark place, has to bring into the
open what kind of soil we are for the seed. The preaching
has to reveal whether we are good soil, or soil that is trod-
den, thin, or filled with the root systems of choking thorns
and thistles.

Therefore, the need that dominates all others is the
need for the Word of God and its proclamation. It is, also
for 1992, a matter of “all or nothing” through the preaching
of the gospel. This places a great responsibility on those
called to preach God'’s Word. They are to preach the whole
truth, the fullness of salvation, the full counsel of God. This
salvation is through Christ’s blood and Spirit. It is both for-
giveness and renewal, justification and sanctification. It is a
matter of having died and having been raised with Christ.
This preaching will have to sound the call unto faith, which
always includes the call unto repentance from everything
that is sinful.

Thus, let us continue to support the preaching of God’s
Word to the world in the context of evangelism at home
and mission abroad. It is through God’s Word that all the
riches of salvation come to all who hear it. The promise is
that every one who believes will be saved. At the same
time, let us work and pray that the preaching to those who
have a place in God’s covenant already does not diminish.

In his second letter to Timothy (2:10), the apostle Paul,
writing about his missionary and pastoral ministry, says that
he endures all his sufferings coming with his ministry “for the
sake of the elect, that they also may obtain salvation in Christ
Jesus.” Faith and salvation remains pure gifts of God. Yet,
Christ stresses our responsibility when pointing out that
those who have not will lose what they have, while those
who have will have more. They will have abundance. The
rich will become richer. But the poor will become poorer.
Christ emphasizes this responsibility also with the other
warning in the same context (Luke 8:18, “Take heed then
how you hear. For to him who has will more be given,
but....”

In the church, in the covenant, we, believing parents and
children, have the triune God as our God because He gave
Himself to us in Christ. We are God’s children, since God



says: “In Christ | am your God.” The treasures of God’s
kingdom are ours, in Christ. But we must be aware of it that
this is in promise, and that God commands us: what you
hear, make that your own. You can lose what you have.
What will happen in 19922 Will our world bring itself
in greater financial debts yet? Will we, economically, be-
come poorer yet? Will there be a further increasing eco-
nomic regressing in the world, in our own country, and in

our own life? We do not know. But if this becoming poorer |

economically means a becoming richer through an appro-
priating by faith of the riches which we have in Christ, we

can give thanks to God also in 1992. But whatever hap-
pens, God’s rule remains, and we are all subject to it: To
him who has will more be given; but from him who has
not, even what he has will be taken away.”

What will happen in 19922 So much is uncertain. Cer-
tain is that in the way of the preaching of the Gospel God
will continue to gather His elect. These elect are those who
have and, through the Holy Spirit, appropriate, so that they
will have abundantly.

I ' wish all the readers a truly rich and happy 1992.

REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

By G.Ph. van Popta

The antithesis and marriage

An issue that does not want to die
in the churches is the matter of mixed
courtships and marriages, i.e, dating and
marriage between a believer and an
unbeliever. Few consistories, if any, are
spared this problem. So alive is this issue
that the consistory of our sister church in
Kelmscott felt compelled to make an
eight point decision in which it states
that it “...is of the strong conviction that
mixed courtships are contrary to God'’s
revealed will and should be terminated”
(Press Review: “Mixed Courtships,” In
Holy Array, vol. 39, no. 2).

Strong language. Are mixed court-
ships contrary to God'’s revealed will?
Should they be terminated? Yes they
are, and yes they should be.

The testimony of the Scriptures is
unanimous in this. God has placed a
wall of separation between believers and
unbelievers. We call that wall of separa-
tion “the antithesis.” This does not mean
that we may not do business with unbe-
lievers. This does not mean that we must
live in communes withdrawn from the
world. What it does mean is that al-
though we live in the world we may not
become part of the world. Above all it
means that we may not join an unbe-
liever in the primary relationship of life,
marriage. Above all the antithesis means
that we may not cleave to an unbeliev-
er, we may not weave a life with an un-
believer, in marriage.

Let’s take a walk through the Bible
and discover this once again.

In Genesis 3:15, after Adam and
Eve fell into sin by obeying Satan, God

said to the devil, “I will put enmity be-
tween you and the woman, and be-
tween your seed and her seed.” God
drew the line of separation. God es-
tablished the enmity, the antithesis,
the line between followers of the devil
and the children of Eve. This line cuts
between believers and unbelievers,
children of the church and children of
the world. We must maintain this an-
tithesis. The history recorded in the
Bible shows what happens when God'’s
people do not maintain the antithesis
and marry unbelievers.

Genesis 6 is the first record of the
devastating consequences of inter-
marriage. People of God paid no at-
tention to the line God had set be-
tween them and people of the world.
They married whomever they desired.
The result was that the whole human
race, except for Noah and his family,
ended up rebels against God. God
was sorry that He had created man. He
wiped man off the face of the earth
with the universal flood.

In Deuteronomy 7:3, 4, as the peo-
ple of God stood at the entrance to the
Promised Land, Moses forbade the
people from marrying Canaanites.
Moses said that if the people would al-
low intermarriage, the inevitable result
would be that the Israelite young peo-
ple would turn away from God and
begin worshipping the gods of Canaan.
The final result would be the judgment
of God.

History proved Moses right. After

God had established Israel in the |

Promised Land and after Joshua and
the generation of his time had died, the
new generation intermarried with the
Canaanites still left in the land. They
ignored the antithesis. Judges 3:6 says:
“...and they took their daughters to
themselves for wives, and their own
daughters they gave to their sons; and
they served their gods.”

The inescapable result of marriage
between the people of God and the
people of the world was that the peo-
ple of God ended up serving heathen
gods. Of course! They had lost the bat-
tle when they ignored the antithesis.
They were defeated the moment they
compromised and embraced in mar-
riage someone on the other side of the
line God had drawn.

The sin of intermarriage has never
been far from God’s people. We read
about it again in the last two chapters of
Ezra. The Jews had spent 70 years in ex-
ile in Babylon. God had driven them
away from his land. This was God’s
judgment against their sin of idolatry
largely due to intermarriage. After 70
years God allowed them to come home
again. Before long, many of the men
had taken wives from among the hea-
then people who were living in the
land. Ezra called them to repentance.
They were a “holy race” which may not
mix with “the peoples of the lands”
(Ezra 9:2). The people recognized what
they had done as sin before God.

The N.T. is consistent with the O.T.
in this. The people of God is no longer
restricted to one race, the Jews; how-



ever, God still has His people whom He
calls holy. We are a chosen race, a holy
nation, God’s own people (1 Peter 2:9).
Believers form the holy race. And the
people of that holy race may not marry
unbelievers.

In 2 Corinthians 6:14, Paul writes:
“Do not be mismated with unbeliev-
ers.” There is no more basic mating
than marriage. Marriage is the primary
relationship in life besides the one we
have with the Lord Jesus Christ. A be-
liever cannot marry an unbeliever be-
cause they have nothing in common.

You will submit the argument:
“Who knows? Maybe I’ll win her for
Christ. Maybe God will use my rela-
tionship with her to bring her to the
church.” The problem with that argu-
ment is that it is based on “maybes.”
We don’t build relationships on

“maybes.” We don’t build relationships
upon what we hope the hidden will of
God might be. We build relationships
on the revealed will of God, the Bible.
And the Bible forbids believers marry-
ing unbelievers.

You will say: “But | can name you a
dozen examples of cases where a be-
liever married an unbeliever, and the
unbeliever became a Christian. And to-
day he's a strong member of the church.
Some are even elders.” So can |. Praise
God for His sovereign mercy and grace!
But we can both mention a dozen ex-
amples where it went the other way.
Again, we do not build upon the un-
known. We build upon the clear teach-
ing of the Word of God.

Don’t overestimate your ability to
stand strong in the Christian faith while
married to an unbeliever. Nehemiah, a

contemporary of Ezra, pointed out to
the people that King Solomon, a king
endowed with the wisdom of God like
none other, was led into the gross sin
of idolatry by heathen wives. The com-
mand of Paul is appropriate: “Let any-
one who thinks that he stands take heed
lest he fall.”

My young brothers and sisters,
please maintain the antithesis in your
lives. The line of separation which God
has placed between you and the world
demands that you make serious choic-
es. You must make choices about how
you are going to dress, what kind of
work you are going to do, what you do
for entertainment, who your friends will
be. It certainly demands that you make
a careful choice whom you will marry.

An “Election Theology”

of Covenants

The basic charge against the Protes-
tant Reformed doctrine of the covenant
of grace by Canadian Reformed (“Lib-
erated”) theologian Dr. J. Dejong is that
it is an “election theology” of the cove-
nant. In his letter in the March 15, 1991
issue of the Standard Bearer, Dr. Dejong
wrote:

Engelsma is only perpetuating the

same kind of “election” theology

which refuses to entertain the Scrip-
tural teaching of faith as the way or
condition to salvation and the no-
tion of God’s wrath against cove-
nant breakers.
He lodged the same charge in other
words when he alleged “the typical
Protestant Reformed interpretation that
makes election dominate all other doc-
trines.”

To the accusation that theirs is an
“election theology” of covenant, the
PRC enthusiastically plead guilty.

By an “election theology” of cove-
nant, we understand, first, that God’s
establishment of His covenant with a
people is due to His eternal election of
that people. In harmony with this, sec-
ondly, eternal election determines who
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they are to whom God makes His cov-
enant promise. Accordingly, in the third
place, by His Spirit and Word God
brings into His covenant, and gives the
blessings of the covenant to, those men,
women, and children whom He chose.
Election is decisive for inclusion in the
covenant. Therefore, fourthly, faith is
not a condition unto membership in the
covenant, or unto the salvation en-
joyed in the covenant. Rather, faith is
the way in which God unites elect sin-
ners to Himself in the covenant, the
means by which God’s covenant
friends both embrace the blessings of
the covenant and perform their part in
the covenant, and the gift of God to the
chosen in fulfillment of the covenant
promise....

It is the clear, pervasive, and mas-
sive testimony of the Bible that God’s
covenant with Israel and the church is
due to, based upon, and wholly deter-
mined by God’s eternal election. Moses
said to Israel, “The Lorp Thy God hath
chosen thee to be a special people unto
Himself, above (Hebrew: in distinction
from) all people that are upon the face

of the earth” (Deut. 7:6). Paul tells the |

By D. Engelsma

New Testament church the same thing
at the beginning of the outstanding
New Testament book on the church:
“The God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ...hath blessed us with all spiritu-
al blessings in heavenly places in
Christ: according as He hath chosen us
in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and with-
out blame before Him; in love having
predestinated us...” (Eph. 1:3-5). The
church’s covenant position, covenant
members, covenant blessings, and cov-
enant responsibilities are determined by
divine election in Christ.T

This testimony of Scripture is made
the creedal position of the Reformed
churches in the Canons of Dordt. Al-
though the Canons do not often men-
tion the covenant of grace, the doc-
trine of the Canons is an “election
theology” of covenant. For the saving of
sinners is a matter of God’s making His
covenant with them (Is. 55:3); and the
Canons ground the salvation of sinners
squarely upon election (cf. /7).

At one crucial point, however, the
Canons make this explicit. This occurs
in the second chapter, “Of the Death of



Christ and the Redemption of Men
Thereby.” The central article is Article
8. This article sets forth Christ’s death as
a covenant death: He died as Head
and Mediator of the new covenant in
order to redeem to Himself a covenant
people out of all nations. As regards its
purpose to gather particular persons
and as regards its securing all the bene-
fits of salvation for these persons, in-
cluding faith, the cross of Jesus Christ
was due to, based on, and strictly con-
trolled by God’s eternal election:

It was the will of God, that Christ by

the blood of the cross, whereby He

confirmed the new covenant,
should effectually redeem out of ev-
ery people, tribe, nation, and lan-
guage, all those, and those only,
who were from eternity chosen to
salvation...should confer upon them
faith...should purge them from all
sin...(and) should...bring them...to
the enjoyment of glory in His own
presence forever.
What makes this “election theology of
covenant” of the Canons even more
forceful is the Canons’ repudiation of
every attempt to cut the covenant loose
from election. The Canons guard
against the error of separating cove-
nant from election in the “Rejection of
Errors” section attached to the second
chapter, especially Articles 2-5. Specif-
ically, our Reformed confession con-
demns the notion that anyone has been
accepted “unto the state of reconcilia-
tion and unto the grace of the cove-
nant” except the elect. The creed also
rejects that view of the covenant that
sees it as nothing more than a condi-
tional means unto eternal life, man’s
own faith being the condition.2

Against this powerful witness of the
Canons themselves to an “election the-
ology” of covenant, the “Liberated”
cannot appeal to Canons I/17 as though
this article teaches that all the children
of believers without exception, those
who finally perish as well as those who
are saved, are in the covenant. Dr. De-
Jong makes this appeal: “All the chil-
dren are explicitly included in the cov-
enant (in Canons, 1/17).”

Surely Dr. DeJong sees that his ap-
peal to Canons, I/17, in support of the
“Liberated” doctrine that all the chil-
dren are in the covenant in the same
way, proves far too much, even for the
“Liberated.” For this article speaks of
our children’s being comprehended in
the covenant of grace in the sense that
the children are elect and saved. Does
Dr. DeJong want to contend that all the
children of godly parents alike are com-

prehended in the covenant of grace as
elect and saved?

Canons, I/17 is not speaking of all
the children of godly parents without
exception. The article refers to a spe-
cific, limited number of covenant chil-
dren: “(those) whom it pleases God to
call out of this life in their infancy.” If
this pastoral statement were to be for-
mulated as a doctrinal proposition, the
proposition would run thus: “All of the
children of godly parents who die in
infancy are to be considered elect and
saved by virtue of the covenant of
grace.” So far is this article from sup-
porting a doctrine of the covenant that
pits membership in the covenant
against election that, on the contrary,
the article expressly grounds our chil-
dren’s comprehension in the covenant
in election. “Godly parents have no rea-
son to doubt of the election...of their
children,” who die in infancy.3

Above all else, the PRC are con-
strained to hold an “election theology”
of the covenant by the ninth chapter of
Romans. The Holy Spirit here addresses
the exact issue that divides the cove-
nant theology of the “Liberated” from
the covenant theology of the PRC. The
issue is decided by this chapter of Holy
Scripture.

Romans 9 is not a theological trea-
tise on predestination in general, but

apostolic doctrine concerning God's
covenant of grace. The great concern of
the apostle is to demonstrate that the
Word of God has not failed (v. 6). This

| Word of God is the covenant promise to

father Abraham, to establish His cove-
nant with Abraham and his children so
as to be a God to Abraham and his chil-
dren. This covenant Word might be
though to have failed because so many
natural sons and daughters of Abraham
reject Christ and perish — the thing that
causes Paul “great heaviness and con-
tinual sorrow” (v. 2).

But the Word has not failed. The
explanation is that God never made
the covenant promise to every physical
descendant of Abraham. The promise,
“I will be the God of your children,” did
not refer to all physical Jews.

There is a distinction between two
kinds of children of believing Abraham.
There are those children who are mere-
ly physical offspring. The apostle calls
them “children of the flesh” (v. 8). There
are also the children whom the apostle
refers to as “the children of the
promise” (v. 8). These are the children
who are born again by the power of
the promise, so that they are living chil-
dren of God.

The Word of God’s covenant
promise did not refer to the “children of
the flesh.” They were not in view when
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God said to Abraham, “I will be the God
of your seed.” Only the “children of the
promise” are counted for the seed (v.
8). Since the seed of Abraham are ex-
clusively the children of promise, the
Word of God has not failed. God has
kept and fulfilled His covenant promise
with every one of the seed of Abraham.

Paul illustrates, and proves, the
truth of this distinction from Old Testa-
ment history. Abraham had two sons,
but God Himself said, “In Isaac (only)
shall thy seed be called” (Gen. 21:12;
Rom. 9:7). Also the Word of Jehovah to
Rebecca concerning her unborn twins,
grandsons of Abraham, “The elder shall
serve the younger,” was a Word that
made radical distinction between two
physical children of Abraham (Gen.
25:23; Rom. 9:12, 13). The promise of
the covenant was only for Jacob. Esau
was excluded.

This distinction between two kinds
of children of Abraham is fundamental
for the concern of the passage that the

Word of God did not fail. If all the chil-
dren of Abraham are the same and if the
Word of promise came to them all
alike, the Word did fail in numberless
instances. It failed in the case of Esau.

The question then is, “What ac-
counts for the distinction between the
two kinds of children?” Specifically,
“What accounts for the fact that some of
Abraham’s physical children are chil-
dren of the promise?” The answer of the
apostle is: “The purpose of God ac-
cording to election” (v. 11). Eternal elec-
tion determines the true, spiritual seed
of Abraham. Eternal election deter-
mines that the covenant promise is for
them only. [nasmuch as the covenant
promise is the promise that the cove-
nant is established with someone per-
sonally — the promise of one’s own in-
clusion in the covenant of grace —
eternal election determines member-
ship in the covenant of grace.

Romans 9:11ff. is not simply the
classic passage in the Bible on the eter-

nal decree of election and reprobation.
But the passage sets forth God's pre-
destination as the source and standard
of all of God’s covenantal dealings in
history. The subject of the passage, it
must be remembered, is the saving and
the hardening of the children of believ-
ing Abraham. By implication, the sub-
ject of the passage is the saving and the
hardening of the children of godly par-
ents in every age.

Romans 9 is the Holy Spirit’s “elec-
tion theology” of covenant.

Thus, and only thus, is defended
and proclaimed the sovereignty, the
grace, and the faithfulness of the cove-
nant God of Israel and the church.
Thus, and only thus, is maintained the
reliability of the Word of promise for
believers and their children today. The
Word of promise by which we are
saved and upon which we depend does
not fail .4

(to be concluded)

The Covenant and the Children
of Believers — A Reply:s

In his fifth response to my earlier
rebuttal of his charges against us, Prof.
Engelsma proceeds to point out how
he reads the confession, and to high-
light those areas where he feels we
read it incorrectly. | will answer him at
the numbered points in his article.

1. Election and Scripture

In the first part of his response, Prof.
Engelsma again makes clear his view
that the covenant of God is only made
with those who are elect according to
God'’s eternal counsel. While we confess
the doctrine of election as much as he
does, and also uphold the scriptural doc-
trine as confessed in the Canons of Dort,
it is this assertion of Engelsma that we
dispute. Engelsma says: “Election is de-
cisive for inclusion in the covenant.” To
this we respond: This is only one side of
the matter. For although God chose a
people to Himself, election is, at bot-
tom, particular. The Scriptures also make
clear that not all who are chosen in the
covenant are ultimately efectin Christ. In

6

1 Cor. 10 Paul says that the people of Is-
rael were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea, and they drank
from the supernatural rock which fol-

“...all the children of
godly parents belon
to the covenant o
grace....”

lowed them, and the rock was Christ. Yet
he adds: “Nevertheless with most of
them God was not pleased; for they
were overthrown in the wilderness,” v. 5.
Many who were included in the cove-
nant were later rejected. Why? They
were cut off because of unbelief, cf. Heb.

By J. DeJong

3:19. That is the “clear, pervasive, and
massive testimony” of Scripture reflected
in the creeds!

2. Election and confession

When Engelsma then begins to read
his specific view that the covenant is
made only with the elect into the con-
fessions, one sees a remarkable thing.
The confession is no longer read accu-
rately, or at face value. For example, En-
gelsma says that the Canons of Dort
Chapter 11 Art. 8 “sets forth Christ’s
death as a covenant death: He died as
Head and Mediator of the new cove-
nant in order to redeem to Himself a
covenant people out of all nations.” If
one carefully reads Ch. 11, Art. 8 of the
Canons, then one notices that it does
not say what Engelsma purports it to
say. For nowhere does the Article teach
that Christ is the Head of the new cov-
enant, and that therefore only the elect
are included in this covenant. In fact,
the Rejection of Errors 11/4 clearly im-
ply that Dort sees the covenant of God



made with man and not with Christ.
Christ is the Mediator of the covenant,
and so becomes the Head of the new
humanity, the church of God.

Engelsma then continues to read the
Rejection of Errors with a biased and
pre-conceived perspective. He says:
“Specifically, our Reformed confession
condemns the notion that anyone has
been accepted ‘unto the state of recon-
ciliation” except the elect.” But when
one reads what the Rejection of Errors
[l/5 says, once again one finds that the
article does not say what Engelsma
purports it to say. Rather, this article
condemns the view that “all men have
been accepted into the state of recon-
ciliation and into the grace of the cove-
nant.” This article is directed against the
Arminian teaching that all men have
been included into the grace of the cov-
enant in Adam when the gospel was
offered to him after the fall. But there is
absolutely no ground for asserting as
Engelsma does that here the fathers of
Dort wanted to say: only the elect are
accepted into the state of reconcilia-
tion and the grace of the covenant.” The
fathers of Dort were much more care-
ful in their assertions! At this point we
must already conclude: here the
Canons of Dort are incorrectly read. It is
no wonder that they are also incorrect-
ly interpreted.

3. Election and the children

Engelsma proceeds with his col-
oured way of reading the Canons when
he suggests that | have given a misrep-
resentation of the real meaning of the
Canons of Dort, I/17. According to En-
gelsma the real point of this article is
that the children who die in infancy
and have believing parents are efect and
saved. He insists that not all the children
of godly parents are included in this ar-
ticle “without exception.” He stresses
that the article only deals with children
dying in infancy. Essentially he implies
that the fathers of Dort wanted to say
that these children are elect and there-
fore they are to be considered as saved.

This represents another fine exam-
ple of an incorrect interpretation of the
article in question. At the same time,
this reading thoroughly undercuts the
pastoral intent of the article. The obvi-
ous inference of the article is that there
is no distinction with respect to the
group of children in question. For Dort,
all the children of godly parents belong
to the covenant of grace, and it is by
virtue of their share in the covenant of
grace that the parents may be comfort-

ed concerning their salvation, should
they die in infancy.

Here, too, Engelsma’s view is: the
real ground of these children’s salvation
is God’s election. Hence, election takes
priority over fellowship in the cove-
nant of grace. However, such a reading
effectually turns the whole argument of
the article upside down. For Dort, the

ground for the assurance with respect to |

election is: fellowship in the covenant
of grace. For Engelsma, election is the
ground for their fellowship in the cove-
nant of grace, and their salvation.

Here one may ask: how is any par-
ent to know whether his child was elect
or not? As Scripture repeatedly shows,
election is essentially individual and
particular, not communal and national.
There is therefore no essential certainty
for any parent if one follows Engels-
ma’s approach to the Canons on this
article. Indeed, one can ask Engelsma
where he gets his certainty from on this

point. How can godly parents know |

that their children are elec? What pas-
toral certainty can be imparted here?
Where does Engelsma give tangible
proof to parents that their child, having
died in infancy, is de facto an elected
child? A child dying in infancy is also a
child of wrath, a child conceived and
born in sin. And the fathers of Dort did
not want to assert that a child con-
ceived and born in sin, but dying in in-
fancy, is therefore an elect child.

In this regard, the Canons of Dort
follow the line of Calvin. It is true that
later Reformed theologians began to

OUR COVER

| distinguish between those children dy-
| ing in infancy who were elected and
those who were not elected. Calvin,
however, limited himself to asserting
that baptism confirms God'’s covenant
with the children. He says, “Accord-
ingly, in infant baptism nothing more
of present effectiveness must be re-
quired than to confirm and ratify the
covenant made with them by the Lord.”
| (Institutes, 1V, xvi, 21). Calvin also did
not assert that all children of godly par-
ents dying in infancy are saved be-
cause they are elect. He employed a
more cautious circumscription, and this
is even reflected in the wording of
Canons I/17, when it states that parents
of children dying in infancy are not to
doubt the election and salvation of
their children by virtue of their birth
into the covenant. Calvin did not over-
look that which Dort also confessed,
viz. that our children are by nature
children of wrath, conceived and born
in sin (Form of Baptism, cf. Eph. 2:3).

Implicit in Engelsma’s critique of
our position is his assertion that our
reading of Canons /17 ends up pitting
“membership in the covenant against
election.” But this is entirely foreign to
our position, and also entirely foreign to
Calvin. The best proof of this can be
found in Calvin’s commentary on Rom.
9:7 where he says that the hidden elec-
tion of God overrules the outward call-
ing, and yet “it is by no means incon-
sistent with it, but on the contrary,
it...tends to its confirmation and com-
pletion.” God realizes his election
I through the channels of his covenant
and its promises!

4. Romans 9

Engelsma then proceeds to justify
his erroneous reading of the Canons on
the basis of his interpretation of Romans
9. But, as was the case with Rev. H.
Hoeksema, so Engelsma carries on an
erroneous reading of this passage. In-
deed, one of the reasons that Protestant
Reformed writers keep returning to Ro-
mans 9 is because of the apparent cre-
dence it lends to their view of the cov-
enant. But this is only an apparent
credence, for any closer examination of
this passage will make clear that En-
gelsma’s interpretation is seriously
flawed.

We can concur with Engelsma
{ when he states that the great concern
of the apostle in Rom. 9 is to demon-
strate that the Word of God has not
failed. But our objections arise as soon
as he begins to work this out. For he
says: “The explanation is that God nev-
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er made the covenant promise to every
physical descendant of Abraham.” But |
ask: where does Paul say this? Where
does Scripture say this? To be sure, Paul
says that “not all who are descended
from Israel belong to Israel,” v. 6. But
his concern here is not with the receipt
of the covenant promises with their
conditions, but with the fulfilment of
those covenant promises. The entire
chapter is written from the perspective
of the fulfilment of God’s promises.

When Paul says that not all who
are descended from Israel belong to Is-
rael, it is clear that he uses the term “ls-
rael” in two different senses. The first
refers to the nation Israel, the second
refers to the church, that is the real Is-
rael, or the “Israel of God,” cf. Gal.
6:16. His point is that the participation
in the fulfilment of the blessings of the
covenant come only to those who are
called according to God'’s election. For
he states that it is not the natural or
physical descendants of Abraham who
are counted as descendants, but only
those born out of God’s sovereign pow-
er. Only those are participants in the
fulfilment of the promise who are born
through the power of God’s Word.
Hence Isaac is chosen over Ishmael,
and Jacob over Esau.

However, no one should conclude
from this that the promise did not count
for Ishmael or Esau, or that the promise
did not really come to them. For the
electing work of God incorporates hu-
man responsibility within it! Therefore
we must maintain the full participation
of all the children in the reception of
God’s promises. A proper reading of
Romans 9 itself requires this, for it says
in Rom. 9:4: “They are Israelites, and
to them belong the sonship, the glory,
the covenants, the giving of the law,
the worship, and the promises.” Who
does Paul speak of here? He refers to
“his brethren,” and “kinsmen by race”
for whom he in the Spirit has great sor-
row and anguish in his heart. For their
sake he could wish himself to be “ac-
cursed and cut off from Christ,” vv. 2,
3. His attention turns here to those of
his countrymen who have rejected the
promises of the gospel, and have turned
their backs on the proclamation of the
good news. Thus, Paul’s entire argu-
ment in Romans 9 must be seen in the
light of his concern for the effect of the
gospel proclamation. In all that follows
he has the fruit or fulfilment of the
gospel message in mind.

The apostle first makes clear that the
Word of God did not fail the people of
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Israel. They were included in all the
covenant promises. They were adopt-
ed sons, partakers of the glory to be re-
vealed. Who failed? The unbelieving [s-
raelites, for they profaned the promises
of God, and trampled His holy cove-
nant under foot. Hence Engelsma erro-
neously reads his view into Remans 9
when he asserts: “Eternal election de-
termines the true, spiritual seed of Abra-
ham. Eternal election determines that
the covenant promise is for them only.”
We must be open for the scriptural
teaching that even when men reject
God'’s promises, His Word does not re-
turn empty, and His Word does not fail.
To assert, as Engelsma does, that human
unbelief implies the failure of God’s
Word is to make God’s Word depen-
dent on man’s actions. Contrary to all
his assertions, this is neither our posi-
tion nor the position of the Reformed
Creeds. Rather we teach that in spite of
Esau’s unbelief, God’s Word of promise
does not fail. Esau was a covenant
breaker! Hence, he must undergo the
sanction and the punishment of the
covenant.

Who then are the “children of
promise” mentioned in Rom. 9:8? They
are those who by the grace of God’s
electing work share not only the re-
ceipt but also the fulfilment of the
gospel promises. They are those reborn
by the Spirit from above. Both for them,
and for those rejecting the promises, the
Word of God has not failed. Indeed, this
Word is magnified and glorified in the
salvation of the just, and in the just con-
demnation of the wicked and unbe-
lieving.

Engelsma and others with him
ought to be persuaded that this view ac-
cords with the reasoning of Rom. 9!
For the apostle does not exclude any
Israelite from the covenant, nor does
he put him in the special (fictitious!)
category of the “sphere of the cove-
nant.” In Rom. 9:4, all descendants are
included in the receipt of the covenant
promises. However, only the elect share
the fulfilment of these promises. It is
precisely this reading of Rom. 9 which
not only provides comfort for parents
who lose children in infancy, but also
forms an incentive for them to expend
their energy and talents and all the ef-
fort they can muster to teach their chil-
dren concerning the riches of God’s
promises for them! For God uses the
means, and will most certainly work out
His promises there where godly par-
ents willingly work with those promis-
es for themselves and their children,
| through the generations.




RAY OF SUNSHINE

By Mrs. R. Ravensbergen

Guide us by Thy Holy Spirit, that we may use this new day as well as all the

days of our life in holiness and righteousness...and may we always work in such
a manner that we expect all results and fruits of our work from Thy generous

hand alone.

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

It is the New Year: 1992, Most of us started off the new
year with good wishes, and great, big plans. Or maybe
some of us are not that happy. We are grieving, or ill;
things are not going all that well in the world, there are con-
cerns about the future - what is going to happen?

We have come to the year 1992. It is a long, long time
ago that it all started. This was on the first day of creation.
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
God is almighty, for He created heaven and earth out of
nothing. ,

We cannot imagine what it was like before God’s cre-
ation. There was no heaven, no earth, nothing. Only God
was there, because He has always been. Then, at first, after
God had created heaven and earth, there was, regarding
the earth, only pitch darkness and some kind of substance
without shape or texture. God did not need an earth or a
heaven, or light. “Even the darkness is not dark to Thee,
the night is bright as the day; for darkness is as light with
thee” (Ps. 139:12).

Then God said, “Let there be light.” And there was
light. The original darkness was gone forever. God made
light, because He was preparing a place for us to live. God
knew that for us life would be impossible without light.

When God created the light, He did not completely de-
stroy the darkness. God made a separation between light and
darkness. He gave each of them their own place and mean-
ing. Light was followed by darkness, and darkness by light. A
continuous flow, like a rhythm of light and darkness. God
gave both of them a name as well: the light He called Day;
and the darkness Night. Every morning when the darkness
of the night makes place for the light of the new day we are
reminded that God takes care of us, for He made that light
for us. In the light we can see where we are going, so we
can do our work. In the light of the day God’s children can
also see their Father in all the beautiful things He created.

When the very first day of creation was over, it became
night. When that night was over it became light again, and
it was the second day. The first day, in which God created
light and darkness, was the first day in a row of seven. God
took six days to create the heaven, the earth, the sea, the
firmament, and everything that is in and on it. On the sev-
enth day He rested. God did not only create heaven and
earth, but also the order of six days of work, and one day of
rest. It showed again that our Father took care of us; He
knew our needs.

God's week of creating was followed by hundreds and
thousands of weeks in the history ~ and many weeks in our
lives, By living from week to week, we are following God’s
example. Even when we think that our weeks just drag
along because we feel we don’t accomplish much, the truth
is, that not one of our days escapes God’s attention. If we live
guided by the Holy Spirit, expecting all results and fruits of
our work from His generous hand alone, we may rest as-
sured on the seventh day. We may rest in Him, our Father.

{from: a Morning Prayer-Book of Praise)

The abiding by God’s order of work and rest pointed
forward in the Old Testament times to the promised Saviour.
And it still has a special meaning, even though after Christ’s
resurrection the first day of the week became the Day of the
Lord. Our whole life is concentrated on that new Sabbath
day of the New Testament. Every first day of the week we
may take a break; we may rest in the fulfilled work of Jesus
Christ, who conquered death in His resurrection. Refreshed
with His Word, and strengthened by His Holy Spirit, we re-
ceive all we need to enter another week of work again. This
will go on, until one day we will celebrate the eternal Sabbath
day. That day will not be followed by darkness. “And the
city has no need of sun or moon to shine upon it, for the
glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its
light shall the nations walk; and the kings of the earth shall
bring their glory into it, and its gates shall never be shut by
day — and there shall be no night there; they shall bring into
it the glory and honour of the nations, But nothing unclean
shall enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or false-
hood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of
life (Rev. 21:22-27). "

Since the first day of creation, the sun has risen in the
morning, millions of times. In 1992 the sun has risen quite
a few times already. We do not know how many more times
the sun is going to rise. But we can go on from day to day,
from Sunday to Sunday until we may celebrate that eternal
Sabbath day with all “those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.”

My unformed substance Thou didst see,
And all the days allotted me —
When of them there as vet was none —
Thou hast recorded every one.
Their number, LORD, Thou hast decided
And in Thy book for me provided.
{Psalm 139:9)

Birthdays in February:

Albert Dorgeloos
199 Westwood Road
Unit 101, Guelph, ON, N1H 751
Albert will celebrate his 33rd birthday on the 12th.

Conny Van Amerongen
Russ Road, RR 1
Grimsby, ON, L3M 4E7
For Connie it will be her 27th birthday on the 12th.

Cora Schoonhoven
24 James Speight
Markham; ON, L3P 3G4
Cora is going to be 41 on the 18th.

May you all have a very Happy Birthday!

Until next month,
Mrs. R. Ravensbergen
7462 Highway 20, RR1
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0




C OLLEGE CORNER

By C. Van Dam

Donations Gratefully

Saying thank you for gifts has be-
come a regular feature of College Cor-
ner and a continuing privilege. Special
donations have again come to the Col-
lege and we would herewith like to rec-
ognize them.

The first gift that arrived since our
last public acknowledgment was all
the way from Australia! The Women’s
Societies “Sola Gratia” and “Sola Scrip-
tura” of Armadale sent us $230.39 (Aus-
tralian) for the purchase of books. Many
thanks ladies! The money will be put
to good use! Since we are busy with
Australia, let me now also mention that
Dr. ). Faber donated a copy of his lec-
tures on the church which he delivered
in West Australia and which were pub-
lished in that country. Also, the Rev. G.
Van Rongen, emeritus minister residing
in Kelmscott, sent us a bound copy of
an unpublished manuscript entitled
Our Reformed Church Service Book
(1991). This volume deals with major
parts of our Book of Praise, with spe-
cial emphasis on the liturgical forms.
All these gifts are greatly appreciated.

We are also thankful for other do-
nations received. The Rev. W.W.J. Van-
Oene who gave lectures in Church Poli-
ty at our College for six years sent us a
copy of his explanation of the Church
Order entitled With Common Consent.
Br. and sr. A. Zuidhof of Hamilton do-
nated a number of books on judaism, in-
cluding the original text and translation
of Pirke Aboth (“Sayings of the Fathers”),
a collection of ethical words of wisdom
of post-biblical Judaism. From London,
Ontario we received from the Inter-
league Publication Board the newly
published outlines on Romans by the
late Rev. ). Franke with the title justified
by Faith. From Prof. A.H. Qosterhoff in
that same city we received three vol-
umes from the series Monumenta Chris-
tiana including works by Tertullian and
Athanasius. It is interesting to note that
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these volumes were originally part of the
library of Dr. K. Schilder, subsequently
belonged to his son-in-law the Rev.
W.G. de Vries and eventually came
here! Books do have a history! Also
from Prof. Oosterhoff, we received a
copy of his translation of J. Van Bruggen,
Annotations to the Heidelberg Cate-
chism (1991). Br. and sr. H. Jelsma of
Burlington donated five volumes of ex-
egetical work on Exodus to Deuterono-
my by the well-known C. H. Mackin-
tosh of Plymouth Brethren fame. It was
hard to believe that these volumes were
published in 1879-1880. All these gifts
are gratefully acknowledged!

Finally, two gifts of a different nature
need to be acknowledged. On Novem-
ber 7 we received an anonymous gift
of a thousand dollars from a member
of one of the Canadian Reformed
Churches to be used for reducing the

debt of the Theological College. These
wishes have been honoured and we
also express our gratitude for this do-
nation. The second gift of a rather dif-
ferent kind are the many hours that Mrs.
Marsha QOostermeier gave to the library
by volunteering to come down a morn-
ing a week for about two and a half
years. She has retired from that function
now and we thankfully acknowledge
her valuable contribution.

By mentioning all these special gifts,
we do not of course want to disparage
or minimize in any way the crucial sup-
port we receive from the churches via
their regular contributions and from the
sisters in our midst via the Ladies’ Sav-
ings Action. We know ourselves carried
on the prayerful and financial support of
the churches and their members. This
support enables us to do our work and
daily encourages us greatly



B OOK REVIEW

By G.Nederveen

Divorce and Remarriage: Four Christian
Views; H. Wayne House, Editor, Inter-
Varsity Press, Downers Grove, 1990,
267 pages.

“He who states his case first seems
right, until the other comes and exam-
ines him” (Proverbs 18:17).

These words came to mind as | read
the book in which four authors state
their position on divorce and remar-
riage.

Let me introduce these four men to
you. Carl Laney holds the view “No Di-
vorce & No Remarriage.” William Heth
argues for the possibility of “Divorce,
but No Remarriage.” Thomas Edgar de-
fends the view “Divorce & Remarriage
for Adultery and Desertion.” The last
contributor, Larry Richards promotes the
view “Divorce and Remarriage under a
Variety of Circumstances.”

One thing becomes right away clear
in each account and that is the desire of
all four writers to do justice to the Bible
as the divinely inspired Word of God.
All four agree that divorce involves sin.
How, then, is it possible to have these
contradicting views on divorce and re-
marriage? The reason lies in the starting
point each author takes and the inter-
pretation each gives to certain Greek
and Hebrew words, and of course, the
conclusions they draw from them.

Each author argues and defends a
certain viewpoint to which the others
react. In general the rebuttals are done
with appreciation for the points in com-
mon and at times with quite forceful
criticism for the divergencies.

It is obvious that Heth and Laney
see eye to eye on most everything. Their
reviews are very similar. It is striking
that in their respective responses
Laney’s congratulatory comments on
Heth closely parallel those of Heth on
Laney. The basic difference between
the two is the final conclusion. For
Laney, divorce is out at all times. Heth
regards divorce in some cases as scrip-
turally possible.

An interesting fact is that at one time
Laney held the view of Edgar while
Richards once promoted the view de-
fended by Laney. Which means that

these writers are very familiar with each |

“...the easy solutions
are not always
probable.”

other’s views. Through further study
these men have come to change their
minds. However, in Richards the pen-
dulum has swung the other way and
takes too many liberties so as to permit
divorce for nearly any reason. There-
fore Richards’ view is in my opinion
unacceptable.

We can agree with his position that
with God there is forgiveness for all sins.
But when you get the impression of an
attitude of “go ahead, do as you like,
God will forgive you,” then this borders
on tempting oneself to live an unholy
lifestyle. It also borders on tempting God
and grieving the Holy Spirit.

Each chapter closes with a Case
Study which describes an imaginary
family situation. Laney who defends the
“No Divorce & No Remarriage” posi-
tion concedes that divorce is inevitable
at times. In his case study he is not con-
sistent with his view. That is because
he has taken the least likely position.
William Heth is more consistent and |
respect him for that fact.

My personal understanding and po-
sition on this issue is more in line with
Thomas Edgar. He gives a strong rebut-
tal and exposes the weakness in the ar-
guments of the others. According to
Edgar, both Heth and Laney view mar-
riage as indissoluble and regard it as a
sacrament. | believe Edgar is right when
he states that these men treat the excep-
tion clause in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9
“except for unchastity” as no exception

at all. The argument that the Greek is not
at all clear whether unchastity means
adultery is not very solid. Would the
context of Matthew 5:27-32 not decide
the matter? There Jesus speaks about
the seventh commandment. Does this
not point to the fact that unchastity is
here synonymous with adultery? My
main criticism of Edgar is that he uses
and relies too much on logic.

I recommend this book. It makes
for good and careful study as long as
you keep in mind Proverbs 18:17.
These four views make you keenly
aware of the differences concerning
the matters of divorce and remarriage.
Some people have an easy solution for
difficult problems. When you read this
book you will find out that the easy so-
lutions are not always probable.

Take, read, analyze the material and
you will find a lot of stimulating read-
ing. All four authors make good points
that should not be ignored or discarded.
In that regard | like to echo the words
of Larry Richards who writes,

“The very fact that so many differ-

ent understandings of divorce-and-

remarriage passages have emerged

— each buttressed by careful exege-

sis and argument — reminds us that

we must each hold our view
humbly and accept our personal re-
sponsibility to study even more
diligently to discern as best we can
the will of God” [p. 146].
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SCHOOL CROSSING

By A. Witten

Students is what schools are all
about. If it wasn’t for students there
would be neither schools nor teachers.
As we, parents and teachers but espe-
cially teachers, deal with our children as
students we do well to further consider
the characteristics of children/students.

One “principal’s report” (News and
Views, vol. 18, no. 2) used the telling
metaphor of sheep in reflecting on her
students.

“When we examine the charac-
ter and behaviour of sheep, we learn
that sheep are animals that seem to
be bent on their own destruction.
Sheep will stampede for the slight-
est reasons following blindly where
others lead, trample each other, get
themselves stranded in impossible
places, or lie helplessly kicking the
air when they fall onto their backs.
They depend for their very survival
on the shepherd. Only a shepherd
who loves the sheep for what they
are and feels a sense of duty towards
them will have patience with their
wayward and often foolish be-
haviour.

When the Bible calls us sheep,
the Lord directs us to the realiza-
tion that we are utterly and totally
dependent upon the Good Shep-
herd who gave His life for the sheep
entrusted to Him by the Father. As
we go about our work during this
new school year, we do so in the ac-
knowledgement that we are all,
teachers and students together,
sheep who cannot do without the
Shepherd. At the same time, we
live and work in the comfort of
knowing that our Good Shepherd
is faithful and powerful. He does
not permit one of His sheep to be
snatched from His hand.”

Another principal (Ebenezer, vol. 25,
no. 2), in considering the students at
his school, emphasized children’s re-
sponsibility toward one another. He
stressed that God “wants us at all times
to be aware of the fact that each and ev-
ery fellow student is a child of God for
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whom Christ has spilled His precious
blood.” In particular the ruthless dis-
crimination or “picking on” that some
children (and adults) are susceptible to
was addressed. Harmony among stu-
dents, among the young brothers and
sisters was prompted with the words;
“If Christ has spilled His blood
for that person, we should certainly
be able to do the little that is asked
of us. You are not going to ignore
someone because he/she is from an
other town, or needs a shower, or is
really good at something, or is the
dummy in the class. Now we hold
every single one of us, with all our
sinfulness, as redeemed by Christ.

And if redeemed by Christ, who are

we, not to accept him or her? Who

are we not to show love towards a

fellow believer or to discriminate

against him?”

One age group of students that I think
needs to be considered in particular, if
we want to understand our children/stu-
dents well, are the adolescents. As
adults we so quickly forget their sensi-
tivities and needs. One way to charac-
terize the needed awareness of adoles-
cence is by personally “remembering
when.” The following characterizations
(from an adult’s perspective) are adapt-
ed from an article in Middle School
Journal (Allen, 1990, pp. 5-7).

Let your imagination go for a mo-
ment and pretend, just pretend that
you are 11 or 12 or even 13 again. Re-
member when?

You have feelings that are new to
you and you’re not sure of what they
mean or if you like them at all.

You find that you feel clumsy and
awkward and someone is always
around to confirm the fact that you are.

You girls are a head taller than the
boys that are starting to interest you.

You boys want to be macho but it’s
tough to do when you weigh 90 pounds

and most of the girls are more mature |

and athletic than you are.
Your clothes are always too small
because you are growing so fast and

sometimes you get the idea that your
parents hold it against you. They buy
your clothes.

You want to be your own person,
but everyone seems to want a share of
you and you don’t have enough to go
around. Your agenda is set by other
people and you have no control over
your life.

Sometimes you just want to relax
but no one will let you.

Sometimes you can’t sit still yet you
are expected to do just that six hours a
day five days a week.

You are terrified that you will fail in
school, especially next year, and not
meet the most minimal of standards.
You don’t want to disappoint your par-
ents, your teachers, or yourself. You're
afraid that you will get schoolwork that
you don’t understand or that will take
too long to do or you might fail the test
on Friday. It’s hard to concentrate yet
class work seems harder than ever. You
must be stupid because you don’t un-
derstand what the teacher is explaining
and no one else has his hand up.

You have insomnia at night and fall
asleep during the day. You are con-
trolled by adults at home and at school
who, you think, don’t understand you
and you’re not sure that they want to.
You can’t quite figure them out, either.
Everyone expects so much of you and
you're plagued by the thought that you
won'’t measure up, even a little bit.

Your friends tell you it’s okay to do
something and the adults in your life
say that it’s not.

You are scared and vulnerable and
you are sure that everyone else is full
of self-confidence. You are the only one
who has few friends, who always says
the wrong thing, dresses funny, who
isn’t one of the popular kids. You don’t
feel like answering your mom when she
asks who sat with you on the bus to-
day. Sometimes you don’t feel like talk-
ing about stuff like that at all.

You have memorized Lord’s Day 1
but wonder who is in control of this
world. You wish you could see God or



know that He could be seen, that would
help to believe. Why is there so much
sorrow in this world. Right now, I'm
happy, why can’t everyone else be?

You must follow rules that you don’t
always understand. Why don’t you get
some of your own? The parents are for-
ever making promises that they don’t
keep, yet you must always honour a
promise that you might make. Life
seems to be full of double standards.

Having a fight with your best friend
could mean the end of the world as
you know it.

PRESS RELEASES

Your parents are a constant source
of embarrassment to you.

No one could possibly feel the way
that you do. No one will ever under-
stand you, and you spend a lot of time
and energy wondering if you are nor-
mal. Frequently, you hide feelings be-
cause you think that they are strange or
unusual, and you never break the code
of silence that is unwritten among ado-
lescents — dont’ take too many risks —
you might embarrass yourself or be
poorly thought of among your peers. So
you stay on the edge, apart, and keep

| your thoughts and feelings to yourself.
| You are vulnerable.

Our children as students are often
vulnerable. Being knowledgeable about
the vulnerability of our children/stu-
dents reminds us that all need to be
shepherded. This understanding assists
us as parents and teachers in the tremen-
dously rewarding task to show the Fa-
ther’s care.

References: Allen, L. & P. 1990, Re-
member When. Middle School Jour-
nal. March, pp. 5-7.

Regional Synod East, November 13
and 14, 1991

Art. 1 - Opening

On behalf of the convening church
of Smithville, Rev. D.G.]. Agema, as
counselor, welcomes the delegates. He
also welcomes some students and teach-
ers from the John Calvin School who
were present as observers. He opens the
meeting in a Christian manner.

Art. 2 - Credentials

Examination of the credentials show
that all delegates are lawfully present.

Art. 3 - Officers

The following officers are chosen:
Chairman - Rev. D.G.]J. Agema; Vice-
chairman - Rev. B.R. Hofford; Clerk -
Rev. P. Feenstra. Certain matters of
memorabilia are mentioned: Rev. Cl.
Stam'’s mother and Rev. G. Van Popta’s
father-in-law passed away. Br. J. Gel-
derman, who had been delegated to
this Synod, was hospitalized.

Art. 4 - Agenda

After some alterations, the provi-
sional agenda is adopted.

Art. 5 - Appeals

a. An appeal from the consistory of
the church at Toronto is admitted. The
appeal asks this Synod to reverse the
decision of Classis Ontario North of De-
cember 14, 1990 in conformity with the
practice of the Canadian Reformed
Churches of not interfering with local
church matters unless it is contrary to
the Word of God. Classis Ontario North
of December 14, 1990 had acceded to

the request of a sister at Toronto who
asked this classis to judge to be wrong
the decision made by the Toronto con-
sistory to use a series of teaching tapes
of someone outside the Canadian Re-
formed Churches in their catechism
curriculum.

The Synod denies the appeal of the
consistory at Toronto.

b. An appeal from a brother at
Burlington East is admitted. His appeal
responds to the same decision of Classis
Ontario North of December 14, 1990 re-
ferred to above. He asks Synod to judge
that Classis North exceeded its jurisdic-
tion by denying the church at Toronto,
and thereby denying all churches in the
federation, the freedom to use material
which the consistory has reviewed and
approved. He also asks Synod to judge
that the classis should have denied the
appeal of the sister.

The Synod decides to deny the ap-
peal of this brother.

c. An appeal from a brother at the
church at Watford is admitted. This
brother appeals a decision made by
Classis Ontario South of March 13 and
14, 1991 regarding the use of tapes in
catechism class. The appeal asks Synod
to decide 1) “that it is not allowed to
use tapes in catechism class to teach
children of the catechism class by them
because the minister, as shepherd of the

flock, is called for the task to teach the |

children in catechism class from God's
Word and confessions as adopted in
our churches. To use a tape breaks into
the task of the shepherd”; 2a) “that tapes
from non-reformed sources cannot be
used as a teaching aid in catechism
classes because there is not a unity in

faith and this unity in faith has to be
taught in the catechism classes”; 2b)
“that a judgment be made about the
specific tape mentioned by the appel-
lant, that this tape is not allowed to be
used to teach in the catechism classes.”

On Thursday, November 14, 1991,
the Regional Synod reconvened at 9:00
a.m. with singing, Scripture, and prayer.
All delegates were present with one al-
ternate.

The Synod did not accede to the
first two requests of the appeal from
the brother at Watford. Synod acceded
to his third request.

d. Two appeals are dealt with in
closed session.

Art. 6 - Reports

a. The Treasurer’s Report is received
and an assessment is set. Br. D. Van
Amerongen is reappointed as Treasurer.

b. The favourable report of the
church responsible for auditing the
Treasurer’s books is received.

c. The favourable report of the
church responsible for checking the
archives is received.

d. The reports of the deputies ad Art.
48, C.O. are received.

Art. 7 - Appointments

a. The following are appointed as
deputies of Regional Synod East:

For North: Rev. D.G.). Agema and
Rev. Cl. Stam with Rev. G. Snip as al-
ternate.

For South: Rev. P. Feenstra and Rev.
G. Nederveen with Rev. W. den Hol-
lander as alternate.

b. The church at Lincoln is appoint-
ed to audit the Treasurer’s books.
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c. The church at Toronto is appoint-
ed to maintain the archives.

d. The church at Brampton is ap-
pointed to check the archives.

e. Next Regional Synod East: Con-
vening church - Ottawa; Suggested
Date - December 2, 1992.

f. The following are nominated to
the Board of Governors of the Theolog-
ical College: Rev. D.G.J. Agema, Rev.
W. den Hollander, Rev. P. Feenstra, with
Rev. G. Nederveen, Rev. G. van Popta,
and Rev. P. Aasman as alternates, in that
order.

g. The following are delegated to
General Synod Lincoln, 1992: Minis-
ters: Rev. D.G.J. Agema, Rev. W. den
Hollander, Rev. P. Feenstra, Rev. CI.
Stam with Rev. G. van Popta, Rev. B.R.
Hofford, Rev. G. Nederveen, and Rev.
K. Kok as alternates, in that order.

Elders: H. Faber, J. Schouten, W.
Smouter, A. Witten, with L. Jagt, K.
Linde, J. Medemblik, and H. Buist as
alternates, in that order.

Art. 8 - Question period/censure

Personal question period is made
use of. There is no need for censure.

Art. 9 - Acts and Press Release

The acts are adopted and the press
release is approved.

Art. 10 - Closing

The meeting is closed in a Christian
manner by Rev. Feenstra.

For Regional Synod East of
November 13 and 14, 1991,
B.R. Hofford, Vice-chairman

Classis Alberta/Manitoba
December 10th/11th, 1991

1. Opening: On behalf of the con-
vening church, Rev. E. Kampen calls the
meeting to order. He requests the
singing of Ps. 98:1, 2, reads Jer. 23:1-8,
and leads in prayer. He notes that Rev.
Jonker is present for the first time as a
delegate from the church at Winnipeg,
and also takes note of calls extended to
Rev. de Boer and Rev. Schouten by the
churches at Brampton and Ancaster. He
then reports that the credentials have
been found in good order. Several con-
sistories have sent instructions. Rev.
Kampen declares classis constituted
and invites the proposed moderamen,
Rev. ).D. Wielenga, chairman, Rev. R.
Schouten, vice-chairman, Rev. R. Aas-
man, clerk, to take their places. The
chairman thanks the convening church
for its work in organizing this classis.
After a short break, the provisional
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agenda sent to the churches, with a
few additions, is adopted.

2. Reports: Two reports from the
Committee for Needy Churches are
read and adopted. Also an additional
letter from the church at Calgary is read
and declared admissible. After discus-
sion, Calgary’s request for aid in the
amount of $15,292 is granted, while the
church at Barrhead is granted $10,485.

3. Proposals/Instructions:

a) The church at Calgary requests a
letter from classis to the Dutch com-
mittee for relations with churches
abroad regarding a proposed drive for
funds for its Building Fund in the
Netherlands. Classis decides to send
such a letter.

b) Upon request of the church at
Coaldale, classis decides to rescind Ar-
ticle 16 of the Acts of Classis June 1991.
This Article concerns the need for writ-
ten notices from officebearers not pre-
sent at consistory meetings with church
visitors. The ground for rescinding Arti-
cle 16 is that this decision contravenes
classical regulations, Article 9, which
states that changes to the Classical Reg-
ulations must be placed before the
churches six weeks before classis.

4. Adjournment: After the singing
of Ps. 98:3, the chairman gives thanks
to God. The meeting of classis is ad-
journed for the evening.

5. Reopening: The delegates gather
again at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday
morning. The chairman requests the
singing of Ps. 139:1, 13, reads Phil. 1:1-
11 and leads in prayer. Roll call is held.
All delegates are present.

6. Reports:

a) In closed session, a report from
the Committee for Financial Aid to Stu-
dents is read. This report is received
with gratitude. The Committee has ap-
proved a request for aid by a needy
student. The assessment for this purpose
is $2.00 per communicant member.
Classis decides to charge this Commit-
tee to investigate the mandate for their
work especially as to how the Commit-
tee reports to classis and how it arrives
at a recommendation for financial aid.
For this purpose, one of the local min-
isters is to be added to the existing
Committee. The Committee also pre-
sented a revised form of application.
Classis decides to leave this matter un-
til the revision is complete and until
the expanded Committee has met.

b) In closed session, reports are
read concerning visits made by the
Church Visitors to the churches at
Taber, Calgary, Edmonton Providence,
Barrhead, Neerlandia, and Coaldale.

7. Question Period, Art. 44, C.O.:
The church at Carman requests and re-
ceives advice concerning a matter of
church discipline.

8. Correspondence:

a) A letter is received from Rev. B.
Hofford on behalf of a committee ap-
pointed by Classis Ont. South Sept.
11/12, 1991, concerning a request from
the Christ American Reformed Church
at Denver, CO. This letter requests the
opinion of Classis AB/MB as to which
classical district should receive the ap-
plication of the Christ American Ref.
Church at Denver to join the federation
of Can. Reformed Churches. This letter
is declared admissible.

Classis decides to respond to this
letter by stating that in its intention to
pursue affiliation with the federation of
Can. Reformed churches, the Denver
church should be directed to Classis
AB/MB, in accordance with the Re-
formed Church Order, Art. 44, which
defines a classis as consisting of neigh-
bouring churches which live in one an-
other’s vicinity.

b) A copy of the Minutes of a meet-
ing of the Dakotas Presbytery of the
OPC is received and accepted for in-
formation.

9. Appointments:

a) The church at Edmonton Provi-
dence is appointed as the convening
church for the next classis. Date: Mar.
17,1992, with June 9 as alternate date.
Proposed officers: Rev. Jonker, chair-
man; Rev. Wielenga, vice-chairman;
Rev. Schouten, clerk.

b) Church visitors as well as existing
members of various Committees are
reappointed. The changes are as fol-
lows: Rev. Jonker, appointed as exam-
iner in Church Polity; Rev. Wieske ap-
pointed as examiner in Knowledge of
Scripture; Rev. E. Kampen is added to
the Committee for Financial Aid to Stu-
dents. Rev. Schouten is appointed to
produce an updated version of the clas-
sical regulations.

10. Personal Question Period: The
delegates of the churches at Barrhead
and Calgary express the gratitude of
their churches for aid granted by the sis-
ter churches. Several other brothers
make use of the question period.

11. Brotherly Censure: This is not
necessary.

12. Closing: The Acts are read and
adopted. The Press Release is read and
adopted. After singing and thanksgiv-
ing, the meeting is closed.

For classis,
R. Schouten



OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betty

Dear Busy Beavers,

A “Happy New Year” wish to you all!

Are you looking forward to something special this year?

Maybe you are hoping for something special?

Busy Beavers, maybe some of you have a special worry
already at the beginning of the new vyear.

The year 1992 AD is another year of our LORD.

Our heavenly Father is in control.

He guides our life every day, every hour!

We may trust Him to look after all our worries and
cares.

We may thank Him for His care, His blessings, the joy
and fun we may have.

“Trust and obey,” Busy Beavers, in this New Year, too.

Quiz Time !

YEARS

One way to measure time is in years. Answer the
guestions with the number of years.

1. How many years did it take Solomon to
build the Temple, 1 Kings 6:38?
2. How many vears old was Jesus when he at-
tended the Passover feast, Luke 2:42?
3. How many vears did the Israelites wanderin
the wilderness; Numbers 14:332
4. How many years did Methuselah live, Gen-
esis 5:277¢
5. How many years did Abraham live before
Isaac was born, Genesis 21:52
6. How many years did the woman whom Jesus
healed have a crooked back, Luke 13:11¢
7. How many years had Sarah lived when
- Isaac was born, Genesis 17:172
8. How many vears had the woman with “an
issue of blood” been sick, Matthew 9:20?
9. How many years had Mahlon and Chilion
lived in Moab, Ruth 1:1,4-52
10. How many years did Eli judge Israel, 1
~ Samuel 4:16-182 ;
11.. How many years did it not rain on the Is-
raelites when Elijah asked God to withhold
the rain, Luke 4:252
12. How many years was Paul a house prison-
er, Acts 28:307 -
13. How many years had Noah lived when
Shem, Ham, and Japheth were born, Gene-
sis 5:32¢

See answers

Dear Busy Beavers

/ inqBook
ina is Fun. People Irike Readin
%:J?;lg ::ISO tell you obsut ar World
So f%r now have fur\ REqd ms

CARTOON

By Busy Beaver
Karen DeBoer

COLD-WINTER COUNTRIES

Unscramble the six countries which are very cold in
winter and you will then find another cold-winter country
reading down.

1. Icendai 4. aednlgren

2. nafildn 5. enwsed

3. rwyona 6. ssiura

1
2
3
4
5
6 S
ee answers
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CROSSWORD

By Busy Beaver Alison Veenendaal

From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club
Cheryl VanAndel. We are happy to
have you join us! Did you like the
puzzles we had today? And how did
you enjoy your holidays, Cheryl?

Welcome to the Club, Crystal
Dekker. And thank you for a pretty
letter. | hope you will write again soon!
What did you do during the holidays,
Crystal?

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Andrea Vander-
horst. | see you are very good at writing! Did you get to
bike lots during your holidays, Andrea? Bye for now.

Thank you for a very neat letter, Trisha Vanwoudenberg.

Has your teacher planned anymore science field trips, Tr-
isha? And how does your sister like Eastern Canada?

Hello, Benjamin Bartels. It was good to hear from you
again. Thank you for an interesting picture! Bye for now.
Write again soon, Benjamin.

You are a good puzzler, Maria Stel! Thank you for your
letter. Yes, you are right. High school is much different from
elementary school. How is it going now, Maria. Have you
got really used to it already?

6 5 |
— — ’8_ | I | l Answers: -a1d ajdde
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epeue)) SI AJUNOD SY| S8LIUNO)) ISJUIM-PJO)
] ‘005 €LTTLT/LELLOr0L'0L 6
L ‘TL°87°06°£ 81 °9°00L S ‘696 ¥ 'OF "€ ‘TL T £ "L siBaL
Across: Down:
1. the same as snowmobile 1. flakes from the sky
2. opposite of hot 2. big snowbank
3. I'like skatingon 3. something like mittens Thank you for your letters, pictures and puzzles, Busy
4. same as sled 4. you wear them under Beavers!
5. some food at New Year your pants I love to hear from you !
6. wear it on your head 5. put it around your neck Bye for now.
7. keeps you warm 6. sometimes you eat it with Love to you all,
8. reindeer pull it ice-cream Aunt Betty

= = |

I will sing for joy at the works of
Thy hands. How great are Thy

works O LORD. Psalm 92:4b, 5

The Lord has shown great won-
ders with the birth of our daughter

I
|
[
|
% ROBIN PATRICIA
|
|
I
|

Born December 9, 1991

Cor and Janine Lodder
(nee Devries)

A sister for Michelle, Jodie, Amy,
Colin, and Cori-Lynn
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The Lord has richly blessed our With thankfulness to the Creator

famlly with the birth of another and Giver of life, we announce

the birth of our son
THOMAS JEFFREY
Born November 10, 1991
Fred and Joyce Bosscher
(nee De Boer)

IAN TREVOR

I
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| Born November 21, 1991

A brother for Darryl, Brian,
Michael, Gregory

916 Hazel Street

Burlington, ON L7R 3X2

Adrian and Ellis Veenendaal
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With awe, with reverent admira-
tion, we praise Thy wonderful

creation! Psalm 139

We thank and praise the Lord
who has heard our prayers and
made all things well. He has
richly blessed us with another
covenant child, a son

ARIEN CORNELIS

Born December 28, 1991

Melis and Wilhelmina Brouwer
(nee Ravensbergen)

A brother for Angela, Malcolm,
Jodi, Leslie, Peter,
Sophia, Nelene,

RR 4 and Melissa.

Grand Valley, ON LON 1GO I
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Psalm 103:17, 18

...the steadfast love of the LORD is
from everlasting to everlasting upon
those who fear Him, and His righ-
teousness to children’s children....

With thankfulness to the Lord
who grants all things, we are hap-
py to announce the birth of our
first child, a son. His name is

I

I

I

|

I

I

I

m JOHN NICHOLAS
m Born December 24, 1991
m The grateful parents are
|

|

[

|

I

|

I

Butch and Arlene Medemblik
(nee Scheper)

Second Grandchild for
Bill and Wilma Scheper

Twenty Sixth Grandchild for
John and Rita Medemblik

415 Garafraxa Street E.
Fergus, ON N1M 1E6
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With thanks to the Giver and
Sustainer of life we happily an-
nounce the birth of our second
son

CHRISTOPHER ALEXANDER

Born November 20, 1991
A brother for Michael

Evert and Rhonda Hollaar
(nee van Delden)

6202-190 Street, R3
Surrey, BC V35S 4N9

m O give thanks unto the LORD for I
He is good for His steadfast love
endures forever.

Psalm 107:1

The Lord has blessed our family
with another healthy baby boy,
we named him

JOEL ALBERT (Joey)

Born on October 16, 1991
Little brother for Gwendolen,
Mitchell
Albert and Marianne Bultena

RR 2
Belwood, ON NOB 1)0

L

EEEEEEEE

|
m
m
m
m
u
m
m
u
m

_

For the LORD is good; His steadfast
love endures for ever, and His
faithfulness to all generations.

Psalm 100:5

With thankfulness to the Lord,
the Creator of life we joyfully
announce the birth of our son

GRANT NICHOLAS

Born December 30, 1991

A brother for Derrick August,
Ryan Andrew and
Felicia Corinne

Leonard and Teresa Bergsma
(nee Viersen)
Box 1275
Carman, MB ROG 0J0
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Praise the Lorp! O give thanks to

the Lorp for He is good; for His

steadfast love endures for ever!
Psalm 106:1

With thankfulness and praise to
our heavenly Father who has en-
trusted us with His child, we joy-
fully announce the birth of our
first child, a son. We named him

ROBERT EDWARD

November 9, 1991
Thankful parents
Robert and Christine Kampen

First grandchild for
Rudy and Betty Kampen
Second grandchild for
John and Nellie Vis

General Delivery
Grand Valley, ON LON 1G0O
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With thankfulness to the Lord,
who brought us together, we
wish to announce our engage- \
ment

SANDRA BOS
and
FRANK DE BOER

November 9, 1991

6240 Young Street
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0
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With joy in our hearts, we once
again thank God for His blessing
in granting to us our third healthy
son. We have named him

CALVIN JOEL

Born November 14, 1991

A brother for Justin Daniel
Christiaan Alexander
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We pray fpr Yvisdom and .guid— M

ance in brmgmg them up in the m
fear of His Name.

Proverbs 3:1 and 2 %
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My son, do not forget my teaching,
but let your heart keep my com-
mandments; for length of days and
years of lite and abundant welfare
will they give you.

Tom and Kim Bouwman
(nee Ellens)
4344 Central Avenue
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B6

With thankfulness to the Lord
who has guided our lives and
brought us together, we

ANGELA BROUWER
and
STAN TENHAGE
are happy to announce our en-
gagement.
December 30, 1991

RR 4
Grand Valley, ON LON 1GO
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Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, present your requests to God.

Philippians 4:6
With joy and thankfulness to our heavenly Father, who
in His abiding grace has joined our hearts in love, we
CAROL VANRAALTE and WINSTON HOOGERDIJK

announce our engagement. December 14, 1991

3407 Lakewood Road South
Lethbridge, AB T1K 3C5
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Glory in His holy Name; let the hearts of those who seek
the LORD rejoice! Psalm 105:3

In gratitude to our heavenly Father we joyfully
announce the thirty-fifth Wedding Anniversary of
our “Uncle and Aunt” and “Opa and Oma”
HINDRIK JAN WILDEBOER
and
JANTJE WILDEBOER (De Haas)

December 29, 1991

Pieter and Joanne de Boer
Albert, Amanda, Peter, joel and Hilene

RR 3, Komoka, ON NOL 1RO
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1947 ~ February ~ 1992

! will praise the LoRD according to His righteousness, and
will sing praise to the Name of the LORD most high.

Psalm 7:17
AREND AND GRIETJE PIETERMAN (nee Wildeboer)

With gratitude to our heavenly Father we joyfully an-
nounce the 45th Wedding Anniversary of our parents,
grandparents, and great-grandparents. Open house to
be held on Feb. 8/92 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. at Ebenez-
er Canadian Reformed Church on McNaughton Ave. E.
Chatham. Best wishes only.

London, ON: Jack and Rennie Pieterman
Art and Lisa Pieterman
Shane, Tammi, Chad
Ena and Joe Boersema
Lisa and Ralph Buitenhuis
Carissa,Martin, Jeff, Dave,
Danny
Thamesville, ON: Nellie and Dale Thomas
Chris, Jodi, Greg, Ryan
Auburn, Indiana: Alice and Dale Ewing
Jillian, Lindsay
Thamesville, ON: Marian and Sam Okkema
Shelley, Katie
Dick and Annette Pieterman
Sammy, Joey

343 Grand Avenue East 203, Chatham, ON

Burlington, ON:

Chatham, ON:
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1942 ~ February 12 ~ 1992

With great thankfulness to the Lord, we announce the
50th Wedding Anniversary of our parents, grandpar-
ents, and great-grandparents

PIETER HELDER
and
HENDERIKA G. (Dusseljee) HELDER
Bill and Anne
Alison and Jeff

Brent, Cameron
Kirsten, Susan, Lois, Hannah, Peter

John and Margaret
Marjorie, Mary-Jane, Tina, Sarah, Rebecca, Donald

Ed and Alice
Nathan, Robert, Laura, Benjamin

Peter and Norma

Joe and Joan
Reuben, Jared, Lawren, Karin

George and Coosje
Emily, Kathryn, Liam, Curtis
207-2095 Prospect Street, Burlington, ON L7R 1Z5

Open house: 2:00-4:00 p.m. on Saturday, February
15, in the Fellowship Hall of Ebenezer Canadian Re-
formed Church, Dynes Road, Burlington.
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1951 ~ December 20 ~1991

Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Psalm 119:105

With thankfulness to our gracious Father who has kept
them in His care, we announce the 40th Wedding
Anniversary of our parents and grandparents

PETER EELHART
and
GRACE EELHART (nee Bakker)

May the Lord continue to bless them and keep them.
Congratulations from their children and grandchildren.

Cambridge, ON: Nick and Kathy
Stephen, Peter
William t
Chuck and Regina
Karrie, Bryan
Clare and Elsie
Andrea, Christopher, Aaron
Stan and Marian
Michael, Daniel, Susan, Nicholas
Jim and Maureen
Alexander
Gerald Eelhart
Margaret and Terry Falk
Jeffrey, Amy and Jolene
Jeanette and Gary Saide
Candace, Dustin, Kathrynn

Edmonton, AB:
Cloverdale, BC:

Coaldale, AB:

Edmonton, AB:

St. Albert, AB:

Camrose, AB:

14511-62 Street
Edmonton, AB T5A 2A9
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20 February 1915 ~ 3 December 1991

The Lord took unto Himself in His eternal glory, our
husband, father and grandfather

ADRIANUS HORDYK

on 3 December 1991, aged 76 years.

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and who-
ever lives and believes in me shall never die....”

John 11:25, 26

Husband of
Etta Ali Hordyk (Muis)

Father, father-in-law, and grandfather of

Lynie and Spike Fokkema
Lorna and Sam Shaikh
Sharon and Alan Bosveld
Colleen and Robert
Raymond, Andrea

Harry and Alie Hordyk
Shelley, Tanya, Deanne, Joslyn
Adrian, Byron, Alyssa

Adrian and Anna Hordyk
Nathan, Noleen, Trevor, Shirley, Gavin

John and Tina Hordyk
Delroy, Samantha, Marcel, Hugo

Ron and Jeanet Hordyk
Rachel, Bruce, Denise, Renae, Charlene, Travis

Unit 7, 15 Pinetree Close
Armadale, Western Australia 6112

The Lord took Home our sister
MRS. HENDRIKJE WIERENGA (Bartels)
Her faithfulness and knowledge of Scripture will be re-

membered by our Society.

Pres.: Mrs. G. Gritter
Sec.: Mrs. A.L. VanderHout

Women’s Society “Rondom het Woord,” Hamilton, ON

THANK YOU

We wish to thank all the brothers and sisters throughout
Canada for all the cards and best wishes received for
our 35th Wedding Anniversary.
It all adds to the joy we experienced that day. Above all
we thank our heavenly Father for all the blessings be-
stowed upon us, and keeping us together for so many
years.

Poppe and Jean VanderMeulen

Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt boun-
tifully with you. Psalm 116:7

On Saturday, December 14, 1991 the Lord took Home,
after a time of illness, our beloved husband, father, and
grandfather, at the age of 68 years.

TEUNIS POTHOVEN

Husband of: Alida Pothoven - Schoen

Langley, BC: Jack and Joanne Dewit
Brad, Patricia, Brian, Colin, Krista,
Kim and Lisa
Armstrong, BC: Bill and Tilda Pothoven
Tamera, Eric, Brent, Wendy and
Glen
Chatham, ON: Jerry and Nellie Scholtens
Pamela, Greg, Jolene and Alan
Aldergrove, BC: Neil and Rita Pothoven
Alida, Anthony, Joyce, Susan and
Cindy
Edmonton, AB: Rick and Lynda Pothoven
Amanda and Andrew
Aldergrove, BC: Larry and Linda Stansfield
Ryan and Dylan
5259 - 197A Street
Langley, BC V3A 7Y1

THANK YOU

We wish to thank all our brothers and sisters across
Canada, for all the cards and best wishes we received on
the occasion of our 40th wedding anniversary. Your con-
tribution to this happy occasion, made it a memorable day
for us.

May the Lord bless you all.
John and Alie Janssens

IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Winnipeg, Manitoba requires a
TEACHER
for grade one as of September 1992.
Our school has: ¢ Kindergarten to Grade 12

¢ an enrolment of about 133
¢ 8 full-time staff members

For more information, we invite you to contact the
principal,
Mr. Arthur Kingma
Phone: (204) 661-8937 (School)

(204) 663-9069 (Home)

Applications may be submitted to:
Education Committee
Immanuel Christian School

215 Rougeau Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2C 379




The Board of the
CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL SOCIETY
OF FERGUS/GUELPH INC.

invites applications for
A TEACHER

in the junior division of the Maranatha Christian School.
Duties to commence September 1, 1992
For information contact the principal,

Mr. A. Gunnink at:
(519) 843-3029 (school)
or (519) 846-0423 (home)

Applications should be sent to:

attn: Education Committee
Maranatha Christian School
RR 3
Fergus, ON N1M 2W4

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Abbotsford
operating the

JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
invites applications for the position of

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
and/or possible

ELEMENTARY TEACHER
for the 1992-93 school year.
For information call the principal,

Mr. P. Torenvliet
(604) 823-6814 School
(604) 854-5851 Home

Please send applications to the secretary
Mr. Harry Faber

8989 Telegraph Road
Sumas, Washington, U.S.A. 98295

THE CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL SOCIETY
OF BURLINGTON, INC.

operating
COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL (Flamborough)
and
JOHN CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL (Burlington)

invites applications from teachers for possible vacan-
cies arising for the 1992-93 school year.

Letters of application or inquiry may be addressed to

the )
Personnel Committee

c/o John Calvin Christian School
607 Dynes Road
Burlington, ON L7N 2V4

Information may also be requested from the principals of
the schools.
CCS-  Mrs. C. vanHalen-Faber
(416) 689-3191

JCCS - Mr. F.C. Ludwig
(416) 634-8015

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Coaldale, AB
operating the

COALDALE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
requires a
PRINCIPAL and/or TEACHER(S)

in the Elementary and Junior High grades. The school has
a current enrollment of 131 in K-9. For further informa-
tion contact
Mr. R. Versteeg, acting principal
Phone (school) (403) 345-4055
(home) (403) 345-2471

Applications may be sent to:

The Education Committee
Box 1479
Coaldale, AB TOK OLO

Due to increasing enrolment the Credo Christian Ele-
mentary School is in need of more teaching staff. The
Board of the Langley Canadian Reformed School Society
operating this elementary school, therefore, invites ap-
plications for openings in the following divisions:

KINDERGARTEN
PRIMARY
UPPER ELEMENTARY

For inquiries about these positions please contact the
principal,
Mr. J.A. Roukema
2748-272B Street
Aldergrove, BC VOX 1A0
Phone: (604) 530-1131 School
(604) 856-0544 Home

Send applications to the corresponding secretary,

Mr. A. Emmens
c/o Credo Christian Elementary School
21919-52 Avenue
Langley, BC V3A 4R1

The Board of the
WILLIAM OF ORANGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Surrey, BC invites qualified teachers to apply for a posi-
tion as an
ELEMENTARY TEACHER
For further information contact the principal,
Mr. A. Nap

(604) 576-2144 (School)
(604) 576-1498 (Home)

Applications should be addressed to:

Mr. S.P.C. VanderMolen
11743 Ridgecrest Drive
Delta, BC V4E 3A4
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The
TIMOTHY CANADIAN REFORMED
SCHOOL SOCIETY
Hamilton, Ontario
invites applications for the position of
TEACHER
for the 1992-1993 school year.
Applications for the part-time position of
TEACHER’S AID

required every morning of the week are also welcomed
(experience not necessary).

For more information contact the principal,

Mr. H. Nobel
RR 1, Caledonia, ON NOA TAO0
School: (416) 385-3953
Home: (416) 692-5502

Applications to be addressed to:

Education Committee
c/o J. Schutten
45 Atkins Drive
Hamilton, ON L9C 6T6

JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
Smithville, Ontario
requires
TEACHERS
Duties to commence September 1, 1992

Our school has — elementary grades 1 to 8
an enrolment of 273 students
12 full-time staff members, and
several part-time assistants

For more information contact:
Miss J. Kingma, principal
(416) 957-7127
Mr. C. Feenstra, chairman of the Board
(416) 899-2373
Applications may be submitted to:
Mr. A. Schutten
Secretary of the Education Committee

c/o PO Box 280
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

TEACHING POSITIONS AVAILABLE
London, Ontario

A clean and attractive city located in the heart of beau-
tiful Southwestern Ontario. London offers all the con-
veniences and services of a major urban center without
the feeling of being “caught in the rush.” The city offers
expansive green parks for relaxation, amusement and
recreational opportunity. Housing costs compare
favourably with major centers, all of which are within
easy commuting distance. Medical services and facili-
ties are among the best. They include a world renowned
university hospital offering many specialized care and
treatment programs and a children’s hospital. Educa-
tional services include The University of Western On-
tario, Fanshawe College and Althouse College (Teach-
ers’ College) which can be excellent resources for
professionals and offer the opportunity for continuing
education.

The Canadian Reformed School Society of London and
District operating Covenant Christian School is now
considering applications for teaching positions. These
challenging and rewarding positions would be effective
in September 1992. At present we require a teacher for
the senior elementary grades and this could include
principal responsibilities. Expansion plans have identified
the need for one additional teacher at the junior elemen-
tary level. Does the opportunity to join our growing
community interest you? Are you looking for a change
or new challenge to your career? More information or ap-
plications can be addressed to the undersigned. All in-
quiries will be handled in strictest confidence. We look
forward to hearing from you.

Mr. F. Oostdyk
Education Committee Chairman
59 Thames Street
Delaware, ON NOL 1EO
(519) 652-3826

GUIDO DE BRES HIGH SCHOOL
Hamilton, Ontario
Because of an increase in enrolment, we require
FULL OR PART-TIME TEACHERS
for the 1992, 1993 school year.
Qualifications in History, English, Senior Math and Sci-
ence would be preferred.
For more information, call the Principal,
Mr. J.G. VanDooren
School: (416) 574-4011
Home: (416) 648-8851
Send applications to:

Guido de Brés High School
PO Box 20098
Upper James Postal Station
Hamilton, ON L9C 7M5

The board of Credo Christian High School invites appli-
cations from those interested in a position as

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

Those with an aptitude and interest in math and science
are particularly urged to consider this opportunity. Ex-
perience and/or interest in other subject areas will also
be most welcome.

For more information contact
Mr. E. Vanderboom (principal)
(604) 530-5396 school
(604) 534-8837 home
Send applications to

Credo Christian High School
PO Box 3457
Langley, BC V3A 4R8
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Because of a possible opening in the secondary division,
the Board of the Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School in
Smithers is presently inviting applications for the posi-
tion of

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

The successful candidate should be preferably qualified
to teach in a combination of the following areas: Social
Studies, French, English, Physical Education.

We ask strong commitment to covenantal education
and a high level of professional dedication.

We offer a competitive wage package, excellent facilities,
a favourable teacher/student ratio and a relaxed atmo-
sphere with a team approach.

For more information call the principal,
Mr. Henk Van Beelen
(604) 847-3492 or (604) 847-5924
Applications should be directed to
Mr. John VanVeen, secretary of the Board
of the Canadian Reformed School Association

of Smithers, BC
Box 3700, Smithers, BC, VO] 2NO

The board of
EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL
of Chatham invites applications for the position of:
GRADE 3/4 TEACHER
GRADE 5/6 TEACHER
FULL OR PART-TIME FRENCH TEACHER
PRINCIPAL/TEACHER

Abilities in music and French for the higher grade levels
would be a definite asset.

The school has a current enrolment of approximately
75 students from grades 1 to 8. At the present, our staff
consists of 4 full-time and 4 part-time teachers.

For more information contact the principal

Mr. J. Scholtens
485 McNaughton Avenue E.
Chatham, ON N7L 2H2
Phone: (519) 354-1142

Send applications to the chairman of the education com-
mittee:
Jim Janssens
PO Box 86
Thamesville, ON NOP 2K0

The board of the Canadian Reformed School Society in
CARMAN
invites applications for an
INTERMEDIATE GRADE
and a
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

A high school teacher with strengths in science and
maths would be preferred.

For further information please contact the principal

Mr. S.F. Nap
204 - 745-2278 — School
204 - 745-3688 — Home

Applications may be send to the secretary of the board.

Mr. Charles Termeer
Box 577
Carman, MB ROG 0J0

PART-TIME JANITOR/CLEANER NEEDED

Floridus/Design Images is looking for someone who
will take pride in keeping offices, washrooms and
showrooms clean. It would require 8 to 10 hours per
week. Saturdays and Wednesdays.
For further information please contact
Ben Poort
1-416-670-7272
Floridus/Design Images
7245 Pacific Circle
Mississauga, ON L5T 1V1

The “House Congregation” of Chatsworth has grown
much in the past year. We now number 15 families and
2 single members. We were pleased to have so many vis-
itors worship with us this past summer. We hope we
were able to extend our hospitality to you all. We would
like to be of service to anyone hoping to move to this
area and we welcome your inquiries.

CASH PAID for used theology books, church history, etc.

Family Book Services, 826 Edna St. S.E., Grand Rapids,
MI 49507 (616) 241-4164
Free quarterly catalog available.

ADMINISTRATOR REQUIRED

Full or part-time Administrator required for Mount Nemo
Lodge Nursing Home in Burlington, ON. This Home is
owned and operated by members of the Canadian Re-
formed Society for a Home for the Aged Inc.

Mount Nemo Lodge is a 60 bed accredited Christian
nursing home licenced by the Ministry of Health as an
extended care facility.

Experience in long term care management and/or
LTCOM certificate from the Canadian Hospital Associa-
tion an asset. Applicants with additional or other quali-
fications will also be considered.

For information, call Leo Knegt, Chairman of the Board
at (416) 689-7226 or fax (416) 689-8591. Applicants
must forward resumes no later than January 30, 1992 to
above fax number or mail to

c/o Mr. Jack Poort, Secretary
1131 Fisher Avenue
Burlington, ON L7P 212

22




CANADIAN REFORMED
HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 1992

When: April 10 and 11, 1992
Place: 4000 Chesswood Drive (Toronto Area)

Those teams interested in entering this tournament
should send a confirmation letter to the league office
with a Representatives name, address and telephone
number. They will then be further contacted as to a in-
formation meeting to be held in late February.

League Executive
28 Westminster Avenue, Guelph, ON N1E 4C1

KLOS Bearry

Box 429, Carman, Manitoba ROG 0JO
PHONE: 745-6693  FAX: 745-2200
LIVING AT ITS BEST — CARMAN, MANITOBA

We have several businesses for sale plus hobby farms,
grain, cattle, and hog operations. These are located in
Carman or surrounding areas.

SHOE AND SPORTS WEAR SHOP

Located in downtown Carman. All equipment, building,

inventory separate. Sales in excess of 400,000 annual

with good potential increase. Excellent profit margin.
Price $155,000.00.

LAUNDROMAT & DRIVE-INN

in Carman. Building, all equipment, good volume. Ideal
for semi-retired couple or small business with addition-
al income. Price open.

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS & REPAIR SHOP & HOME

Located on outskirts of Carman. 45" x 110" steel build-
ing plus 2 storey home on 12.59 acres. Ideal building
for present use or small business.  Price $110,000.00.

BROODER OPERATION

150 acres with 3 layer barns, 1 grower barn, 1 brooder
barn, equipment shed, 2 storey home, all equipment,
stock. Approximately 9000 hens and roosters. Financial
statements available. Good profit margin.

RESTAURANT

Located in progressive small community. Living quar-
ters at back. Restaurant has 40 seating capacity. All
equipment, plus building — excellent profit margin.
Owner will carry mortgage. Small down payment re-
quired only. Price $99,500.00.

BERRIE FARM

5 acres of saskatoons, plus raspberries, apples, etc. plus
26’ x 32’ log home, appliances, equipment, outdoor
swimming pool, etc. All located on 159 acres. Plenty of
room for expansion. Located north west of Carman.
Price $285,000.00.

Home phone 745-2502
Home phone 745-6534

N. Kohut Broker
Ron Owen Salesman

ORGAN MUSIC  Dennis Teitsma

The HYMNS .. ... ..o oo ah..0.. ....$24.00
Harmonizations for the accompaniment of the unison
singing of the 65 Hymns in the Book of Pfalse Anglo
Genevan Psalter of the Canadian Reformed Churches

Organ Offertories .................... 0 $20,00
30 sho_, pieces in a variety of modes or keys

Varlat!ons FOR ORGAN ON GENEVAN TUNES each $8.00

Book 1 — Psalm 39 50, 52

Book 2 — Psaim 13, 14(53), 23
Book 3 — Psalm 44, 137, 149

Available soon

Book 4 — Psalm 11, 120, 20

Book 5 — Psalm 7, 15, 28(109)

Book 6 — Psalm 41, 117(127), 128, 129

Order vra your bookstore
o oor dn‘ectly from:

Church Mus:c & Records
- Box. 154 Neerlandia, AB
. TOG 1RO

Ph (403) 674-3949

Vander Molen & Co.

Chartered'Accountants

. Fmancnal & Tax Planning

. Accountmg ,
e Auditing * Management Consumng
* Computer Services *» Computer Bookkeepmg

Small Business Speczahst

#202 - 20621 Logan Ave., Langley, BC V3A YR3
Tel. (604) 533-1591 Fax (604) 533-2389

T™HE
Family Chrlstlan
Bookstore

750 Guelph Line

| (Opposite the Burlington Mall).
Burlington, Ontario
L7R 3N5 '

Phone: (416) 637-9151 |

JHOFSINK
':'Insurance“Bfrorker ,

WANT TERM LIFE FIATES"

CHANCES ARE WE CAN SAVE YOU MONEY.
WE HAVE ACCESS TO MORE THAN 50 COMPANIES.

~ “All Lines of Insurance”
Let us “quote” your Home, Car, Business, Life, Group, etc.
: Servingﬂthe Golden Horseshoe since 1969.

JOHN H. HOFSINK

Upper Brant Postal Outlet
PO Box 40515

Burlington, ON L7P 4W1 (416) 332-3812
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A CHRISTIAN BOOK & RECORD
13042 — 82 Street
Edmonton, Alberta T5E 2T5
Q Phone (403) 478-2798

RSV BIBLE SPECIALS
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

RS4 7 3/4” x 5 1/4” imitation leather, good student’s Bible
Reg. $15.95 Special $12.95
white, black, brown, blue, red (plus quantity discounts
available)
P3 7 3/4” x 5 1/4” black leatheride, limp binding, black
letter edition, black only Reg. $22.95, Special $17.95
873x cambridge berkshire leather 5 1/2” x 8”, burgundy
only, bonded leather $59.95
RSV5 Collins black leather 5 1/2” x 7 3/4” black letter
Reg. $32.95 Super Buy $19.95 ea.
RSV Pocket Bible oxford black, bonded leather 4 1/2” x 7”
$39.95, with zipper $44.95
RSV12 Collins black imitation leather 4 1/2” x 6 1/2”
Reg. $22.95 Sale $14.95
Plus we have several one of a kind. If sending payment in

advance we will ship postage free. Please add 7% GST. Visa
and mastercard accepted.

Hebrews 6:19a
Revelation 22:13

MEN’'S
CLOTHIERS

VANDERLAAN'S

Ancaster Town Plaza (beside BIG V)
(416) 648-6585 — Ancaster, Ontario

WINTER CLEARANCE SALE
NOW IN PROGRESS

SAVINGS FROM 20%-60%
CLOSED SUN. MON. UNTIL 9 PM. — THURS — FRI

NATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE

PETER VAN SPRONSEN
Bus. (604) 542-4054 Fax (604) 542-3706
Res. (604) 545-2657

NRS BLOCK BROS. REALTY LTD.
5300 26th Street, Vernon, B.C. V1T 8G3

INTRODUCING

. S
e e

Songs for the Christmas Season
by the Youth Chorus of
Maranatha & Emmanuel Christian Schools

NOW AVAILABLE

Songs for the Christmas

Season Cassette Tape .......oovveverrirneneenannnn. $14.00
’ Shipping and tax included

Purchase your copy today!

Send a cheque and a self addressed envelope to:

Maranatha Christian School
PO Box 143
Fergus, Ontario N1M 2W7

190 Highway #7 West swas, Unit 5, Brampton, Ontario  L7A 1AZ2

THE CONTENT piGiTAL
SAMPLING COMPUTER
ORGAN... the organ that plays back

digitally recorded real organ pipes, built for
churches or homes.

CHECK THIS OUT ! !

INCAUDES:

- transposer

< memory system
- presets

< midi

< antom, pedal

- roll tep

- digital reverh
- headphone jack
- full console (2x681 keys)

THE PRICE:
$8,691.30

plus taxes

, Smalor ang gy TR
. Tatger o,
Call for an appointment or visit 918 avaiiaio,

our showroom Saturdays 9:30 - 5:00.

ALSO AVAILABLE: * Dutch sacred shest music + Tepes & compact discs  »

+ Pipe urgans «  Church organ lessons  ~

{Importers of the full line of CONTENT organs from Holland)

TEL. & FAX: (418) 455-0797




