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EDITORIAL

By J. Geertsema

A shift in direction with the schools?

In this issue the reader will find an interesting report
from Br. A. Kingma about the meeting of the principals of our
schools in November 1992. The two key speakers were
Drs. H. Messelink from The Netherlands and Dr. Harro
VanBrummelen of Trinity Western University. Drs. Messelink
visited Ontario also and spoke to teachers and interested
parents and grandparents. A report of this latter meeting
was made by Miss J. Kingma, principal of the Smithville
school and was reprinted with her permission in Church and
Child, the magazine of the Timothy Canadian Reformed
School Society of Hamilton. | make use of this report, too.

Of course, one has to be careful with reacting to re-
ports, because they give a personal impression of what was
said. Such a personal rendering can be quite subjective and
lacking in objectivity. The fact that | was present at the meet-
ing reported on by Miss Kingma does not really change
this. The best thing is to go by the written text of those who
spoke. Even then one does not always avoid some possible
misunderstanding because of a lack of knowledge of the
background of what was said. In spite of the danger of not
fully knowing and understanding of what was spoken at the
meeting in Langley, | would like to express my concern in
connection with what I read (and heard).

Let me begin with what is reported about the speech of
Dr. VanBrummelen, both with regard to the present situation
as consequence of what happened in the past, and with re-
gard to the future. With respect to the former, Dr. VanBrum-
melen remarked that “some schools have conformed too
much.” He mentions as one of the causes that “they have
been influenced by public funding,” and another cause was
that “they have not spent enough time developing their
own identity.” The two causes might be related. Strongly
desiring public funding, although in itself not unjust, can be
a danger. When the government support is wanted and re-
ceived, it becomes a greater temptation for the government
to come with its demands to the private or Christian school
concerning the contents of what is taught; and it becomes a
greater temptation for the school (society and board) to give
in to these government demands because of the money. In
both cases | speak of a temptation because from the point
of view of God’s Word, the education of the children is the
task of the parents, and not of the government. Children are
not entrusted to the government, but to their parents. Reck-
oning with the living God and His Word includes the rejec-
tion of the claim of many people and governments that
children are children of and for the state. Those who be-
long to God’s covenant with their children know as the
strong conviction of faith that their children are God’s chil-
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dren. God put His claim on them in Christ. That is why they
want them to receive a biblically sound and confessionally
faithful education in the home, in the church and in the
school, to the utmost of their power. For this reason we
should be willing and prepared to refrain from government
funding if this would mean being forced to give up our Chris-
tian and Reformed confession. VanBrummelen came back to
this aspect when saying regarding the future: “We should
also fight the idea that the government must have full control
of education . . . .” Here | agree wholeheartedly.

With respect to the future, Dr. VanBrummelen said, ac-
cording to the report, that “Christian schools should ‘nur-
ture students to be responsive disciples’.” The reporter then
summarized what the speaker said in the following words:
“Schools can do this by concentrating in three aspects: un-
wrapping our gifts, sharing each others joys and burdens,
and thirdly, seeking shalom.” Here | have grave concerns.

The first thing to concentrate on is that the students
learn to unwrap their gifts. | suppose that the background of
this first element is the parable of Christ in Matthew 25 about
the different servants each receiving their own talents with
which they have to work in the service of their Lord and
Master. Refraining from questions about the interpretation of
this parable, | can say that the application often made is
that each person, thus also each child, has his or her own
gifts. Many speak in this connection about the child’s po-
tential. Thus we could formulate this first element also with
these words: the education in the school has to aim at the
development of each student’s own personal potential.

We use modern language here. An official “Curriculum
Guideline” on “History and Contemporary Studies” issued
by the government of Ontario in 1986 describes the “Goals
of Education” of the “Ministry of Education in Ontario”



with the following words: “...In its contribution to pro-
grams, personnel, facilities, and finances, the ministry has
the overall purpose of helping individual learners to achieve
their potential (emphasis added, ).G.) in physical, intellec-
tual, emotional, social, cultural, and moral development.”
This “overall purpose of helping individual learners to
achieve their potential” is broken down in the following thir-
teen “goals of education”:
1. develop a responsiveness to the dynamic process of
learning;
2. develop resourcefulness, adaptability, and creativity in
learning and living;
3. acquire the basic knowledge and skills needed to com-
prehend and express ideas through words, numbers, CLAR’ON
and other symbols; 41 Amber!y BOUI@
4. develop physical fitness and good health;
5. gain satisfaction from participating and from sharing the
participation of others in various forms of artistic ex-

pression; CLARION
6. develop a feeling of self-worth; One Beghin Aven ,
7. develop an understanding of the role of the individual Winnipeg, MB, Canada R?-J 3X5
within the family and the role of the family within society; Phone: (204) 663-9000 Fax: (204) 663-9202
8. acquire skills that contribute to self-reliance in solving SUBSCRIPTION R egular . Alr
practical problems in everyday life; - FOR1 993 Mail Mail
9. develop a sense of personal responsibility in society at Canada* - $32.00%  $57.25%
the local, national, and international levels; US.A. US.Funds  $35.00 $50.00
10. develop esteem for the customs, cultures, and beliefs International ‘ - $46.25  $78.00
of a wide variety of societal groups; * Including 7% GST - No. R104293055
11. acquire skills and attitudes that will lead to satisfaction Advertisements: $6.50 per column inch-
and productivity in the world of work; . Unless a written subscription cancellation is recexved we
12. develop respect for the environment and a commit- assume you wish to continue to subscribe. You will be in-
ment to the wise use of resources; : |
13. dev_elop values related to personal, ethicall, or religious Publications Mail Re
beliefs and to the common welfare of society. ISSN 0383-0438

When we look at this list, it would be easy to ask a number
of questions and to add some positive and negative com-
ments from a biblical, confessionally Reformed point of

view. Not everything said here is wrong a such, if only it : :lN THIS ISSUE

would receive its proper place in a biblical Reformed frame -

of thinking and set-up of the education. However, | do not Editorial — A shift in direction with the schools?
want to deal here with the details. | want to ask the atten- — J. Geertsema..

tion of the reader for this program as a whole. Then we can ,
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of the government with education is worked out, namely, — R.A. Schouten

that the “individual learners achieve their potential.” This is
pure modern humanism. Man, (that is, the child) is here in
the center of the education. The aim is (to say it with some
other modern terms) that each person, each child comes to

his or her full self-realization and self-fulfillment. Man has to Stirring the ecum.
develop in such a way that he achieves a fully satisfying life = Interviewer J.
for himself. The reader understands that the term “man” is :
used here in a generic way and means both man and wom- Second National
an. Hereby it is striking that the development of the poten- November 18-20,

tial of the students is first, while the contents of the teaching
receives a subordinate second place.
Let us now look again at the first aim for the future as
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minology when he speaks about “unwrapping our gifts.” Letters to the 'E,ditor

But, as for the form, it is basically the same thing as devel- , ;

oping the student’s potential. Sure, it is the Christian lan- Church News

guage which implies that there is a Giver who calls us to ) .

develop our gifts, our potential. But is the student and his po- Our Little Magazine — Aunt Betty

tential the first thing that we must concentrate on in the
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school education with regard to the future? Is the way in
which this is formulated not following the form of the world?

[ hope that my critical questions are unfounded. But
when | read what, in the view of Dr. VanBrummelen, the
second aim for the Christian schools in the future has to be,
| see confirmation of my concern. The second point in the
summary of what Dr. VanBrummelen said is: “sharing each
other’s joys and burdens.” One can see that here is, in dif-
ferent words, a formulation of the second part of “the great
commandment”: (love God with your whole heart and)
love your neighbour as yourself. But it strikes me that the for-
mulation concentrates our attention on the second part of
the law of God and leaves the first part out. Thus, there is,
again in this formulation, a concentration on man, now in
his relation to his fellow man. Man is here, of course, the
Christian man, let us say, the born-again man. But it is still
man in the center. This | find again in the third point of con-
centration. The school is to concentrate on “seeking
shalom”. “Shalom” means peace. The concept means total
well-being. Our life, and therefore the teaching in school,
has to aim at building for the common well-being in every
respect. | find this formulation too much on the horizontal
plane. | mean: concentrating on man, even though it is the
Christian man, leaving out the vertical line to God.

Now the reader should not think that | deny the impor-
tance of teaching love for God (that first) and for the neigh-
bour in our Reformed schools as something that has to per-
meate everything. Of course, this has to be there. But this
should not be our concern that we have to concentrate on
with respect to the future of our schools as something so spe-
cial for the Reformed school education. This is just as typi-
cal in our Reformed homes and our Reformed churches. |
would say, this is just self-evident. Besides, this love for
God and the neighbor speaks about the way we have to live.
It deals with our conduct, the form of our life. Our Christian
lives are (to be) lives of love in which God’s love dominates
us so that we live out of love for Him and each other. But
the Reformed school has to teach what the Word of God re-
veals and what we confess with regard to all the subjects that
are taught. This is what I miss in this formulation of what
we have to concentrate on for the future. | come back to this.

What is the background of this call to concentrate on the
unwrapping of our gifts and on the teaching of love? Does Dr.
VanBrummelen work here with a basic motive of a Christian
view of life? Is this motive that all of creation, including
mankind, is placed under the curse of sin but that there is re-
demption from sin through Christ? Working with Calvinistic
motives in this way is done by what is often called the “Phi-
losophy of Law” or “the Amsterdam Philosophy” (the philos-
ophy developed by Dr. H. Dooyeweerd). This philosophy
worked with three basic motives (grondmotieven). These
three basic motives are taken from the Bible and permeate
this system of a Calvinistic philosophy: the motives of cre-
ation, of the fall in sin, and of redemption in Christ.

When this “Dooyeweerdian” philosophy works with “ba-
sic motives” and does not have as basis the Reformed con-
fession (because the confession is seen as only pertaining to
the church and church life), the line of Dr. Abraham Kuyper
is followed. Kuyper founded the Free University on Reformed
or Calvinistic principles, not on the Reformed confession.
From the people of the Secession (for instance, Rev. H.
Beukers and Dr. L. Lindeboom) this approach of founding a
Reformed institution of learning on (Reformed, biblical)
principles was too vague and not concrete enough. In line

80

with this men of the Liberation (for instance Dr. K. Schilder,
Prof. B. Holwerda, Prof. J. Kamphuis, Dr. J. Douma) object-
ed to building a Reformed philosophy on ground motives,
while leaving the confession out as basis. They said: life is
one; therefore what we confess as the truth of God’s Word is
true for all of life. This truth is basically our faith in our tri-
une Covenant God: God the Father and our creation, God
the Son and our redemption, God the Holy Spirit and our
sanctification, gathering His church, gathering the people of
the covenant. The men of both Secession and Liberation
wanted only and totally Scripture and confession as basis for
all school education, including the university training.

What our schools, and therefore our teachers and prin-
cipals have to concentrate on for the future is the biblical,
confessional basis of the contents of all teaching at our Re-
formed schools in all subjects.

| indicated above what | missed in VanBrummelen’s ad-
vice for concentration. All the stress on the aim of Christian
education is on teaching love for the neighbour. But where
is the stress on teaching the truth, the doctrine of Scripture
and confession with regard to all the subjects that are taught
in the Reformed school? | read nothing about the impor-
tance of basing all of the education in all the subjects on the
truth of God’s Word. | would have expected that much at-
tention would have been given, also for the future, on the
question: how do we teach history (not only the history as de-
scribed in the Bible, not only church history, but also world
and national history) in the light of the truth of God’s Word?
What light does God’s Word and does the confession shed on
this history and its teaching? The same goes for the subject
of geography and its teaching: how do we teach this in the
light of what God’s Word reveals to us. The same holds for
language, mathematics, physics, and so on. Should we not
maintain, and also clearly express, and keep discussing that
is the very first aim of all education at our Reformed schools
that in all the subjects the triune God and His self-revela-
tion, that it is His Word, is in the center? Should not in the first
place our aim be how we have to teach in every subject that
God is the Creator, that Christ is the Redeemer of what God
has created, and that the Holy Spirit sanctifies our life, in-
cluding our studying and all our work in whatever field it is,
so that it is holy for the LorD? In this way not the development
of the student’s potential is in the center but the triune God
and His revelation, His Word. This Word with its truth has to
dominate all teaching, not only on the point of the form (we
have to love one another) but also with respect to concrete
contents. In this framework, we can then, but in the second
place, speak about the development of each student, ac-
cording to his and her gifts. And let us avoid the humanistic
term “potential.” Our Reformed schools, having as basis
Scripture and confession, should maintain their Reformed
confessional character and image also in the way in which
they appear on the public scene, and not shun the word Re-
formed and the contents of what is our confession.

These are my concerns, expressed in connection with
what is rendered in a report that presents brief summarizing
formulations and does not give a complete rendering of what
was said. Nevertheless, this report gives an impression that
appears on the pages of our magazine and needs some com-
ment. The reader understands that it is said out of concern
for our Reformed churches and our Reformed schools with
our rich basis.

Next time | would like to make a few remarks with re-
gard to the speech of Drs. H. Messelink.



Improving Personal and Family Worship:

By R.A. Schouten

In the first article under the above
heading, attention was given to the na-
ture of worship. We saw that the wor-
ship of God is to be distinguished from
the service of God. The service of God
concerns the way we glorify Him in all
of life, while the worship of God in-
volves special, consecrated times in
which we consciously bow our hearts
and minds before our Maker.

The need for public worship may at
this time be taken for granted. Howev-
er, is there also a biblical mandate for
personal or family worship of God? Our
answer is “yes” and we offer the fol-
lowing as evidence.

Instruction in worship

In the first place, we notice that a
major part of corporate worship is in-
struction. The Word of the King is to be
declared and applied to the lives of His
people. In Scripture, we see that in-
struction happens not only in corpo-
rate worship, but also in families.

For example, in Gen. 18:19, we
read that God chose Abraham so that
he might charge his children to keep the
way of the LORD by doing righteous-
ness and justice. It would be impossible
for Abraham to fulfill his calling without
instructing his children in the promise
and obligation of the covenant.

In Ex. 12:26, 27, the Lord lays on
His people the sacred obligation to
teach their children the meaning of the
Passover (see also Ex. 13:8, 14). In Deut.
4:9, 10, the people of Israel are exhort-
ed to keep alive in the minds of their
children through the generations the
memory of the stupendous events which
took place at Mount Horeb. Deut. 6:6, 7
states: “And these words which | com-
mand you this day shall be upon your
heart; and you shall teach them dili-
gently to your children.” A similar ordi-
nance is found in Deut. 11:19.

Many of the Psalms also speak
about instruction in the family environ-
ment. It was through the family that
God wished knowledge of His saving
work to be preserved. Through family
instruction, the people would remem-
ber the mighty deeds of God. See, for

example, Psalm 78:1-8 and Psalm
145:4. On the other hand, if fathers
and mothers did not do their job of in-
structing, the children would soon for-
get the ways and the laws of the LORD.

The Proverbs frequently demon-
strate how parents are to be deeply in-
volved in training their children.
Through the faithful teaching of father
and mother, children become wise. For
an example, see Proverbs 6:20 ff.

Moving to the New Testament, we
can point to Eph. 6, verse 4, which re-
quires especially fathers to bring up
their children in the fear and discipline
of the Lord. In addition, we may think of
the example of Timothy. From child-
hood, Timothy was acquainted with the
sacred writings which are able to in-
struct for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. Timothy grew up in a
home which was saturated with the
Word! (see 2 Tim. 1:5, 3:14, 15). His
faith was born and nurtured in the
home environment.

In summary, we can say that family
worship follows naturally from the bib-
lical mandate to teach God’s Word in
the home.

Bible reading

Family worship also follows from
the many exhortations to read and med-
itate on God’s Word in a regular way.
For some texts on this point, see Psalm
1, Joshua 1:8 and Col. 3:16. For exam-
ple, the last passage exhorts us to let the
Word dwell in us richly. Fulfilling this
command is not possible without daily
Bible reading. If we don't focus on the
Word in a daily fashion, it won’t dwell
in us richly, but only superficially.

Prayer

Another important part of worship is
prayer. Must families engage in prayer?
Yes, for Scripture commands us to “pray
constantly” (1 Thess. 5:17), that is, reg-
ularly. We are also called to “give
thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thess.
5:18), for “this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” Consider also Phil.
4:6-8 where believers are instructed to
“have no anxiety about anything, but

in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion let your requests be made known
to God.” It is impossible to obey these
Scriptural commands without regular
family worship.

Singing

As | will argue in the next article,
family worship ideally includes singing.
Is there a biblical basis for this? Yes, for
in Scripture, God’s people are often
heard singing. Think of the Lord and the
twelve disciples singing hymns at the
Last Supper (Matt. 26:30). Or, consider
Paul and Silas praying and singing in
the Philippian jail (Acts 16).

Then, too, there are explicit com-
mands calling believers to engage in
song. Col. 3:16 states: Let the Word of
Christ dwell in you richly, teach and ad-
monish one another in all wisdom, and
sing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs. Similarly, Eph. 5:19 envisions
believers as people who “make melody
to the Lord with all their hearts.” This is
said not in the context of public wor-
ship, but in the context of daily life!
(compare v. 20).

The importance of family

Family worship also follows from
the nature of the family. The family is a
very important institution in God’s deal-
ings with His people. The covenant of
grace is established with believers and
with their children. It is in the family
that faith in the God of the covenant is
nurtured and strengthened. It is in the
family above all that children learn the
meaning of obedience to the Lord.

As the Lord shows His grace to Chris-
tian families, He desires these families
to respond to Him in worship, confess-
ing their love for Him, listening to His
Word and singing His praise. If things are
well in a Christian home, personal or
family worship will develop naturally!
How could we fail to exercise commu-
nion with our Father in heaven?

Having established the biblical ba-
sis for home worship, we will examine
some of the practical concerns involved
in this topic in a following article.
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The Tithe: Its Enduring Value

By P. Aasman

Part 11, The Relevance of the Tithe to the N.T. Church

In the first article about the tithe, we
had examined the O.T. institution of the
tithe, had drawn a satisfactory picture
of what that tithe was and we had drawn
some significant conclusions concern-
ing the O.T. tithe. Now we will see how
this institution has been received in the
N.T. church and we will draw some
conclusions concerning its enduring rel-
evance for us today.

3 The Tithe in the N.T. Church
3.1 N.T. Data

The N.T. has a great deal to say
about giving, especially about how we
should give. When He walked on earth,
our Lord Jesus Christ spoke many re-
markable words about giving, and His
servant, the apostle Paul did too. Itis
simply taken for granted that the N.T.
believer will give gifts to God. But it is
rather striking that never is a word spo-
ken about tithes, apart from the one
time that our Lord spoke of how the
Pharisees were abusing the tithe (Mt.
23:23). Therefore, there is no direct
N.T. data regarding how we should
view the tithe.

3.2 Views on the Tithe in
Church History

A few of the church fathers said
directly that the tithe was no longer in
force as an institution. For instance,
Epiphanius (315-403), himself a con-
verted Jew, called the tithe an O.T.
shadow which has passed away. Oth-
ers like Jerome and Irenaeus did not
directly say that the tithe was an O.T.
institution that is obsolete, but they
did say that the N.T. church should
give more liberally than the O.T.
church did.

Augustine held that the tithe was still
due to God but he added that it should
not be given to God out of obedience
to O.T. law, but out of a higher ideal of
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freedom. This seemed to be the general
idea current in the early church.

However, this higher ideal was
thrown down when the Council of
Macon in 585 declared that the giving
of the tithe was henceforth demanded
by canon law. Everyone must give a
tithe of all his income to the church.
The law of the church became the law
of the land when Emperor Charle-
magne made it civil law in the 8th
century. This statute stood for 1000
years until the rise of secular national-
ism, when the obligation of citizens to
pay a tithe to the church came under
attack. It was officially removed from
civil law in the time of the French rev-
olution and soon after, by every mod-
ern nation state.

The tithe was never adopted by the
Eastern churches.

Luther approved of the giving of a
tithe, and as a consequence, it has been
widely practised by Protestant churches

OUR COVER

since the reformation.’> Many Pente-
costal churches regard it to be a disci-
plinable sin for anyone to not give the
tithe to the church. The recent move-
ment of Christian Reconstruction or
Theonomy regards the tithe as an en-
during divine institution, as one would
expect.1®

3.3 What About Us?

As indicated earlier, we must take
our starting point in the Belgic Confes-
sion Art. 25. In order to do so, we must
carefully observe what parts of this in-
stitution belong to the O.T. era of shad-
ows, and what parts endure.

3.3.1 What Belongs to the O.T.
Shadows

1. Paul says that the Sabbaths were
only a shadow of what is to come.
We have seen that the giving of the
tithe was intimately tied up with
the sabbath regulations, therefore,
as a divinely required institution, it
has become obsolete.

2. Many object to this by pointing out

that the tithe was the divinely or-
dained portion for giving long be-
fore the giving of the law at Mount
Sinai, and therefore, although the
law of Sinai has passed away, the
tithe has not.

But this kind of reasoning will
lead us into unacceptable conclu-
sions. For instance, the division of
animals into clean and unclean was
in existence before Sinai,'” and vyet,
from the moment of Christ’s resur-
rection, that division of foods be-
came meaningless, as Christ Him-
self told Peter in Acts 10:15. Other
things that were essential to the
liturgy of believers before Sinai
have passed away too, such as the
need to offer gifts to God on an al-
tar, or the raising up and anointing
of pillars.



3. The tithe given by the twelve tribes

was the inheritance which God
gave to the Levites in place of a
tribal territory. Although, as we
have seen, the Levites were the pas-
tors in the land, forerunners of the
N.T. ministers, nevertheless, we
may not transfer this institution to
the N.T. church. Since believers at
large cannot lay claim to a physical
heritage — a tribal region — from the
Lord, then neither can ministers lay
claim to a portion of the tithe for
their support.18

3.3.2 The Substance that Remains

1.

The O.T. saints expressed their joy
at Yahweh's providence and Lord-
ship by giving one-tenth to God.
The point made by Jerome and
Chrysostom is well taken when they
said that our joy in the Lordship of
Jesus Christ has multiplied tenfold.
If we were to adequately express
our joy, then ten-tenths of our in-
come would not be enough.

On this basis Christ commands
the rich man, “Sell all that you have
and distribute to the poor, and
come, follow me”(Lk. 18:22); and
on this basis Paul can say, “Present
your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship.”(Romans
12:1) There is a new focus in the
N.T. In the O.T., believers knew that
“the earth is Yahweh’s and the ful-
ness thereof”(Psalm 24:1), and giv-
ing the tithe was a recognition of
this. In the N.T. believers recognize
this by giving everything they have
to God when occasion requires it.
On the other hand, if any person
should give less than one-tenth of
all his income for the sake of the
kingdom of God, then it would
seem that the wonder of living in
the age of fulfilment has made little
impact on his soul. It would be very
hard for any person to justify not
giving more than ten percent of his
income.'® The expression has merit
which goes,

You can give without loving;

but you cannot love

without giving.
If we love much, we will give much.
It is still important to God what pro-
portion one gives, not how much
one gives. Our Lord indicates this
when He pointed out that in God’s
eyes, the poor widow who put a
mere penny into the temple treasury
gave more than the rich (Luke 21:1-

4). Paul instructs the church at

Corinth to lay money aside on the

first day of every week, “as he may

prosper”(l Cor. 16:2). He also com-
mends the Macedonian churches
for giving according to their means
and indeed, for giving beyond their
means for the sake of the poor in

Jerusalem (2 Cor. 8:3).

We must still give to God with two

goals in mind:

i. For the support of the ministry.
When our Lord went preaching
the gospel with His disciples,
then He accepted support from
some well-to-do women who,
Luke tells us, “provided for
them out of their means.” (Luke
8:1-3) The apostle Paul too re-
ceived support from the Mace-
donian churches when he
preached the gospel in Achaia.
He writes, “l robbed other
churches by accepting support
from them in order to serve you.
And when | was with you and
was in want, | did not burden
any one, for my needs were
supplied by the brethren from
Macedonia.” (2 Cor. 11:8,9)
Furthermore, in his first letter to
Timothy, he writes about the
elder who rules well. The con-
text makes it quite clear that
the apostle is speaking about
the minister of a congregation,
for he says, “Let the elder who
rules well be considered worthy
of double honour, especially
those who labour in preaching
and teaching; for the Scripture
says, ‘You shall not muzzle an
ox when it is treading out the
grain,” and, ‘The labourer de-
serves his wages.”” (5:17,18) In
the O.T., that support was de-
manded of Israel when they
gave the tithes. In the N.T,, it is
still the responsibility of the
congregation to provide that
support. The only difference is
that since she is not obliged to
give the O.T. tithe, the support
must be given through volun-
tary contributions.

ii. For the relief of misery. The
heart of religious giving remains
this: that we take care of wid-
ows, orphans and the needy.
The apostle Paul was very zeal-
ous about getting the Gentile
churches to relieve the poverty
of the churches in Jerusalem.
James writes, “Religion that is

pure and undefiled before God
the Father is this: to visit or-
phans and widows in their af-
fliction”(1:27), and then he goes
on to speak of one of the most
pernicious acts of hypocrisy
recorded in Scripture: “If a
brother or sister is ill-clad and
in lack of daily food, and one of
you says to them, ‘Go in peace,
be warmed and filled,” without
giving them the things needed
for the body, what does it prof-
it?” (2:15,16)
When we reckon on these two
things, then we would have to con-
clude that our chequebooks should
reflect a certain spiritual pattern.
One author put it very aptly when
he said that one’s chequebook is
like a spiritual cardiogram?20 — it
shows whether we take these two
callings seriously.
What is perhaps of greatest endur-
ing worth in this O.T. institution is
that when we give, we must do it
joyfully. No one in the O.T. could
possibly give without joy. The feast
before God prevented that. In the
O.T., the saints showed how won-
derful it was to submit to this God.
Their giving was to be a confession
of faith.

God is not interested in the
gift of anyone who gives grudgingly.
If | have not love, | am a noisy gong
or a clanging cymbal — particularly
when we give. God says through
His servant Paul, “Each one must do
as he has made up his mind, not re-
luctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.” If a per-
son is not inclined to give an offer-
ing to the Lord, he must not! He
must give as he feels in his own
mind. This surely sounds the death
knell to any idea that God still re-
quires the tithe. Yet if a person does
not give much more than a tenth,
his soul knows not the richness of
Jesus Christ.

6. When the O.T. church gave to the

Lord, they gave for the poor and for
the ministry of the Word. Both as-
pects were united in one liturgical
act of worship. This is something
that we have lost in our worship.
Lord’s Day 38 gives a list of liturgi-
cal acts that should be included in
the corporate worship of the
church, but as to giving, it only
refers to giving Christian alms for
the poor. We should reflect on the
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truth and substance of the tithe,
and recognize that giving for the
support of the ministry of the Word
should be done in the context of an
official worship service as a liturgi-
cal action. Lord’s Day 38 does not
deny this connection since it also
states that the fourth command-
ment requires of us that we support
the ministry of the gospel.

7. The tithe was not only a liturgical
act of worship, it was an action per-
formed by the whole family. This
also deserves more attention. When
we give, it should not be done qui-
etly or secretly in such a way that
the children do not even know that
something is being given to the
Lord. We should give only after
preparing ourselves for giving to
the Lord in our homes. Preparation
for giving would include acknowl-
edging how abundantly God has
blessed the family and a prayer ask-
ing for God'’s blessing on the min-
istry of the gospel and on the min-
istry of mercy.

4. Conclusion

i. Ten-tenths is not enough to give
in the N.T. dispensation to express
our joy in salvation.

ii. Anyone who gives less than one-
tenth of his income to God as a
free will offering should do some
serious self examination.

iii. God is pleased when we give gen-
erously in proportion to what we
have.

iv. It remains the responsibility of be-
lievers to support the ministry of
the gospel.

v. It remains the responsibility of be-
lievers to share what they have
with the needy in their midst.

vi. Believers must give cheerfully, and
thus confess their faith in God.

vii. Giving to God is a liturgical act of

worship.

Giving to God is an activity of the

whole family.

viii.

15“Tithe,” Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 11
(Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.: Toronto,
1974 [15th edition]) 802-3.

16R.). Rushdooney makes his point rather
forcefully when he says, “Those who do not
tithe are spiritual anarchists: they destroy
both the freedom and order of society and
unleash the demons of statism,” in The In-
stitutes of Biblical Law (The Craig Press:
1973) 58.

7God commanded Noah to store up in the
ark one pair of unclean animals but seven
pairs of clean in Gen. 7:2.

18Calvin writes, “the Papal priests draw a
silly inference, when they claim the tithes for
themselves as if due to them in right to the
priesthood”; and responding to the Roman
stand on Heb. 7:2, he writes, “whatever the
law conferred on the Levitical priests now
belongs to Christ alone”; see his Commen-
taries on the Four Last Books of Moses Ar-
ranged in the Form of a Harmony, Vol 2,
(reprint by Baker Book House: Grand
Rapids, 1981) 278-9.

19Saying this is not meant to bring the tithe
legislation back again as though to lay down
an absolute minimum which we by law
must give. It is only cited to highlight the
difference between dispensations.

20George B. Davis, “Are Christians Supposed
to Tithe?,” Criswell Theological Review, Vol.

2, 1987, 93.

Stirring the ecumenical waters

Taken over, with permission, from
Christian Renewal of February 1, 1993.
The interviewer was Mr. John Van Dyk.

At its November 1992 Synod, the
Canadian Reformed Churches ap-
proved the appointment of synodical
deputies for contact with former CRCs.
To understand the significance of this
move for the future of ecumenical rela-
tions in the Reformed community,
Christian Renewal interviewed Dr. Cor-
nelis van Dam, a professor at the Theo-
logical College of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches in Hamilton, Ontario.

1. First, some background informa-
tion. At the November meeting of the
Alliance of Reformed Churches your
colleague, Rev. John Mulder, an-
nounced the appointment by the Cana-
dian Reformed synod of two synodical
deputies. How did this come about,
who are the deputies, and what is their
role and function?

The matter of deputies for the pro-
motion of ecclesiastical unity came on
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the table of synod through overtures
from the churches. The church at Ver-
non, B.C., proposed the appointment of
deputies for contact with the Orthodox
Christian Reformed Churches (OCRC)
“to see if we can come to the mutual
recognition of each other as true
churches of Jesus Christ and seek ways
in which our unity of the faith can be
expressed and appreciated.” Also, Clas-
sis Ontario North proposed the ap-
pointment of a committee “to promote
ecclesiastical unity with Reformed
Churches and/or assemblies which re-
cently have withdrawn or are with-
drawing themselves from the Christian
Reformed Church and which in all
things want to bind themselves to the
Word of God and the Three Forms of
Unity and which in governing the
Church maintain good order in accor-
dance with a Reformed church order.”

In dealing with these requests, Syn-
od 1992 decided:

“to appoint Deputies for the pro-

motion of Ecclesiastical Unity, con-

sisting of an equal number of com-

mittee members from the two Re-

gional Synod districts, to promote
the unity of Reformed believers who
have left the Christian Reformed

Church with the mandate:

1. to make their presence known
for the purpose of information
and consultation;

2. to represent the churches,
whenever invited, at assemblies
or meetings held for the purpose
of coming to an ecclesiastical
unity;

3. to report on its activities to the
churches and to the next gener-
al synod.”

Synod appointed to this committee:
from eastern Canada, Rev. W. den Hol-
lander, H.T. Van der Velde, and myself
as convener; and from western Canada,
Rev. R. Aasman, Rev. J.D. Wielenga,
and elder P. Van Woudenberg.

It goes without saying that my re-

sponse to your questions in this inter-
view is on a personal basis and that it



may not always represent the thinking
of the other deputies.

2. How do you see the significance
of this appointment for ecumenical rela-
tions with those who have left the CRC?

In the first place, it is now possible
for the Canadian Reformed Churches
to be officially present when invited to
ecumenical meetings of those who
have left the CRC, be they meetings of
the OCRC or independent Reformed
churches or similar gatherings such as
the Alliance of Reformed Churches.
There is now also an official address
where information about the Canadian
Reformed Churches can be obtained. It
is my hope that these new possibilities
will result in a better understanding of
the issues, especially those of federative
concern, that are now in discussion
among us.

In the second place, one should
not overestimate the importance of
these new deputies. If there is going to
be any real progress in understanding
each other and finding ways and means
to experience the unity of the true faith
together, (so that we may eventually
find each other in some sort of a united
Reformed church), then one must nev-
er forget the importance of the local
Reformed congregations in seeking
each other out in both informal and
formal ways. If the establishment of
these deputies further stimulates such
local initiatives and contacts, then a
most important fruit of this decision will
be evident.

Finally, as a historical footnote, |
would like to mention that this deci-
sion to appoint deputies gives expres-
sion to the same desire for ecumenicity
that the appeals in 1963 and 1977 to
the CRC have in the past. The idea be-
hind this decision is therefore as such
nothing new.

3. How do you intend to carry out
your task?

| cannot answer that question in
detail since the newly appointed
deputies are still getting organized and
no decisions have been made on how
precisely our task should be executed.
The mandate from synod is, however,
quite clear in specifying that we as
deputies are to make our presence
known for the purpose of information
and consultation and secondly that we
are to represent the churches, whenev-
er invited, at assemblies and meetings
held for the purpose of coming to ec-
clesiastical unity.

4. From what you’ve heard, if any-
thing, how is this decision to appoint
synodical deputies being viewed in the
Canadian Reformed Churches? Have
you had reactions or feedback from
sources outside your denomination?

The reactions | have heard are all
positive, both from within the Canadian
Reformed Churches as well as outside.
Within our churches | sense gratitude
that a concrete step has been taken on
the federative level.

Now at Synod there was a letter
from one of the congregations asking
Synod to reject the proposal to appoint
deputies for ecclesiastical union. This
request was however not made be-
cause this congregation was against
ecumenical action. (It is very active on
this front.) But, one of their concerns
was that the place of the local congre-
gation in the ecumenical process was
not sufficiently safeguarded by one of
the proposals coming to Synod. Synod
recognized that concern as legitimate
and took it into consideration in draft-
ing the mandate.

5. Why were deputies not appoint-
ed when the Orthodox Christian Re-
formed Churches (OCRC) formally or-
ganized as a federation?

Although the origins of the OCRC
go back to 1980, they were only feder-
ated in 1988 and the first synod of the
OCRC was not held until August 20-
22, 1991. (Prior to that they met annu-
ally as Inter-Consistorial Conference.)
Since the Canadian Reformed Church-
es convene in general synod once ev-
ery three years, our 1992 synod was re-
ally the first one that could appoint
ecumenical deputies who would be
able to meet on the federative level
with the OCRC. All this is not to say
that there was no real interest in the
Canadian Reformed Churches for the
OCRC. For example, already in the ear-
ly 1980’s Canadian Reformed repre-
sentatives were present at the “birth” of
an OCRC congregation and the con-
sistories of the Canadian Reformed
Church and the OCRC met in the
Toronto area. Also in Western Canada
there were contacts. Indeed, because
of a request from the OCRC congrega-
tion in Ripon, California, the consisto-
ry of the Canadian Reformed Church
at Langley, B.C., authorized Rev. D.
VanderBoom to administer the Word
and sacraments for half a year in that
OCRC congregation which he did in
1985. When Classis Pacific was offi-

cially informed of the decision it was
grateful for it and encouraged the con-
sistory to help the brothers in Ripon. In
subsequent years there was consider-
able contact between Canadian Re-
formed ministers and those of the
OCRC in British Columbia.

6. What other attempts have been
made by the Canadian Reformed
Churches in the recent past to promote
ecumenism?

Our Synod of 1992 decided
among other things to continue dis-
cussions with the Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church and continue to work to-
wards full Ecclesiastical Fellowship
(similar to what used to be called sis-
ter-church relationship). Ecclesiasti-
cal Fellowship was offered to the Pres-
byterian Church of Korea (Kosin) and
to the Free Church of Scotland, in-
cluding naturally its congregations in
Canada. The Committee on Relations
With Churches Abroad was instructed
to investigate the Reformed Church in
the United States with a view to en-
tering into a relationship of Ecclesias-
tical Fellowship. This Committee’s
new mandate also allows it to further
investigate the Reformed Churches in
South Africa and the Eglise Reformée
Confessante in Zaire with a view to
ecclesiastical fellowship. The Synod
also decided that the Canadian Re-
formed Churches continue to partici-
pate in the International Conference
of Reformed Churches.

7. How is ecumenism understood in
your denomination?

In its simplest form, ecumenism is
understood to heed the desire of the
Lord Jesus Christ “that they all be one”
as articulated in His high priestly
prayer (John 17). Concretely this meant
that when Dutch immigrants from the
Reformed Churches (Liberated) came
to Canada, they did not desire to set
up a new church, but sought to join an
existing one. Many joined the Christian
Reformed Church for that had always
been their North American sister
church. After it became clear from
CRC synodical decisions that the CRC
choose the side of the Reformed
Churches (Synodical) and considered
the Reformed Churches (Liberated) a
new church and not a legitimate con-
tinuation of the Reformed Churches,
many Liberated people who had joined
the CRC left and the first Canadian Re-
formed Church was established in
Lethbridge in 1950. Other immigrants

85



had joined the Protestant Reformed
Church and new congregations were
established in Hamilton and Chatham,
Ontario, but here too they ran into
great difficulties when the Protestant
Reformed Church adopted a Declara-
tion of Principles (in 1950) which these
new immigrants could not in good
conscience accept. When appeals
against this declaration were unsuc-
cessful, Canadian Reformed congrega-
tions were established in Chatham and
the Hamilton area.

The Canadian Reformed Churches
did not forget the CRC, as, e.g., the of-
ficial appeal to the CRC of 1963 and
subsequent the contact and the second
appeal of 1977 indicate. | detail a little
history to show that the Canadian Re-
formed Churches have been serious
about true ecumenicity. The “birth” of
these churches in this continent and
the subsequent history show that they
have never been content simply to be
on their own, but have tried to realize
their responsibilities in this regard, be
it with many weaknesses and short-
comings.

It is also fair to say that the Canadi-
an Reformed Churches are by and large
not interested in superficial ecumeni-
cal associations, but desire to manifest
the unity of the faith with others as
concretely as possible. The ideal goal
remains that all truly Reformed believ-
ers find each other in one church, lo-
cally and federatively, “that they may
all be one.”

8. Do you see much hope of clos-
er ties in the future with, for instance,
the Free Reformed Churches? If not,
why not?

[t would be wonderful if the Free
Reformed Churches and Canadian Re-
formed Churches could find each other.
| see no Biblical reason for our remain-
ing separate from each other and I hope
and pray that we may see a union com-
ing. I am convinced that the Head of
the Church wants us together.

At the moment [ am not so hopeful,
however, that such a union will hap-
pen in the immediate future. On the
one hand there have been and are some
excellent personal contacts that Free
Reformed and Canadian Reformed
have with each other, but on the other
hand it never seems to get beyond that.
In the past there have been a number
of Canadian Reformed initiatives to
seek the unity of the faith with the lo-
cal Free Reformed Church. I think, for
example, of efforts in the past in
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Chatham and Ancaster in Ontario, to
only mention these two; but with little
positive result. For that reason, no ef-
fort has been made on our part to ap-
proach the Free Reformed Churches on
the synodical level.

A big stumbling block for our Free
Reformed brothers seems to be in the
perception that we do not sufficiently
guard and maintain the experiential el-
ement in preaching. | reject that per-
ception as being true to fact. It is not
clear to me how you can preach Bibli-
cally without confronting the hearers
with the demands and responsibilities
that come with the applicatory work of
the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives.
This too is part of Canadian Reformed
preaching.

Another factor that makes me pes-
simistic for the short term is that the
Free Reformed delegation at the last
meeting of the ARC has suggested that
we maintain denominational distinc-
tives and not work for a full organic
unity, only a type of ecumenical struc-
ture wherein each denomination can
retain their distinctives. In this way of
reasoning the Free Reformed Churches
follow their Dutch sister churches
which via a formal synod decision last
fall essentially said that seeking unity
with the (Liberated) Reformed Church-
es is not the goal we should be striving
for. That is a most regrettable decision
and | hope that developments in North
America will not follow that pattern.

9. I trust you’ve read the book
Seeking our Brothers in the Light: A
Plea for Reformed Ecumenicity, edited
by Theodore Plantinga. What is your
opinion of the book, and, what kind
of impact do you think it will have in
the CRC?

This book is an honourable and fi-
nal attempt from within the CRC to
confront the CRC with the incorrect
way the ecclesiastical Liberation of
1944 was dealt with by the CRC. Hap-
pily, the two appeals which the Cana-
dian Reformed Churches addressed to
the CRC in 1963 and 1977 are includ-
ed. These official documents (with the
helpful editorial notes) speak for them-
selves. In this book the readers are also
thus confronted with the legitimate ex-
istence of the Canadian Reformed
Churches.

Judging from the overall direction
of the CRC, I do not think this book
will have much impact on it. | suspect
that the book’s greatest significance
will be to give all the concerned mem-

bers of the CRC as well as those who
have already left a good introduction
to the Canadian Reformed Churches.
Some knowledge of the past should
be of great help in understanding and
in finding each other as churches of
our Lord.

10. Finally, what is your personal vi-
sion for the future of ecumenical rela-
tions in the Reformed community in
light of discussions taking place (the
ARC), and with the confessional con-
ference set to go in July 19932

We are living in a time which for all
intents and purposes is post-Christian.
That is an additional reason for Re-
formed believers to seek each other. |
am, therefore, very happy that discus-
sions are taking place and that the ARC
provides a North American forum for
many of those discussions. Hopefully,
it will also stimulate local discussions.
The more we understand and get to
know each other the better it is.

In principle, | am of course all in
favour of attempting to establish a
broadly based Reformed Church which
embraces both the Presbyterian and Re-
formed traditions. Who would not want
to see this happen!? | do not, however,
understand why we do not first seek
unity among the Reformed churches.
That would appear easier to obtain.
We could work from there. In this con-
text, | am thankful for the Confessional
Fellowship of Reformed Churches, (the
newly independent Reformed church-
es) and | hope that they may come to
some sort of provisional federative re-
lationship with each other and that this
arrangement may stimulate further Re-
formed ecumenical activity.

With respect to the confessional
conference, | wish it well; but, all fac-
tors considered, | fear that rather than
working for the unity of Presbyterian
and Reformed churches it may prove
divisive. The topics on which confes-
sional agreement is sought seem sim-
ple and straight forward on the surface;
but, given the range of opinions in con-
servative circles, these topics will prob-
ably turn out to be quite complex and
potentially very divisive. It is not clear
to me why unity between the Reformed
and Presbyterian tradition is not first
sought on the basis of the classic ex-
pressions of the Reformed faith (the
Three Forms of Unity and the West-
minster Standards). Further efforts to
come to a contemporary confession
can take place from there.



Second National Principal’s Conference:
November 18-20, 1992

By A. Kingma

Several principals made their debut
in The Valley — a place known for its
warmer winter climate. After most of
us enjoyed a short preparatory rest on
Tuesday night, we all followed the
roads leading towards Langley, eager
to greet and meet each other and to
begin our Second National Principal’s
Conference. The host of the Confer-
ence, Mr. Co. Nap, welcomed us all to
BC and to the Conference. After open-
ing the conference in a Reformed man-
ner, and after excusing us for the early
starts (the regular starting time of a
principal’s day), he urged us to fully
participate in the conference to get the
most out of it.

Drs. H. Messelink, the Assistant Di-
rector of the Reformed Education Advi-
sory Centre for the Reformed Schools in
the Netherlands, outlined the historical
developments of the Reformed schools
in the Netherlands. | am not about to
outline his whole speech here, but it is
maybe worthwhile to give a quick syn-
opsis. Drs. Messelink mentioned that
there are three basic Christian school
systems in the Netherlands: the general
Christian schools, the Reformatorische
schools and the Reformed Schools (from
the Vrijgemaakt/Liberated Reformed
Churches). The present Reformed School
system has 120 elementary schools, 15
high schools (3 of them with more than
2000 students), 1 vocational school, 1
college for teacher training and the Re-
formed Education Advisory Centre. All
these schools, Messelink stated, are
presently fully funded.

It was really not until 1957 that
most Vrijgemaakte/Liberated people
agreed to establish their own schools.
Messelink mentioned three main mo-
tives for establishing Reformed (not
Christian) education: an ethical con-
flict, the increased insight into the na-
ture of covenantal education, and the
commitment of parents to an educa-

DrS. H Messélink

tion for their children in accordance
with Scripture promised at baptism.
Messelink mentioned that in the
Netherlands, the Reformed schools are
now wrestling with the question of
identity. “How,” he asks, “are the
schools Reformed in character?” He
recognized that during the 50s and 60s
general Christian schools lost their Re-
formed character due to the influences
of Barthianism and “pluriformity.” The
only basis that remained for those
schools was a Christian tradition, not
Scripture. The reaction, then, was to
set up Reformed schools, but Messelink
admitted that Reformed schools would
have had a slow start had they not been
fully funded by the government and
recognized by Royal decree.
Messelink explained that to pre-
pare for the future, the Reformed
schools in the Netherlands need to re-
main strong. Society in the Nether-

lands is changing: the acceptance of
Christianity in the Netherlands is wan-
ing rapidly; the Reformed schools are
deficient in showing their real Re-
formed identity, and outsiders see Re-
formed schools as a political power-
grabbing phenomenon. Our identity
therefore, Messelink continued, must
be clearly shown: in the philosophy and
direction of the school, in the peda-
gogical views and structures of the
school, and in the curriculum of the
school. The schools need Reformed
curriculums, but most importantly, Re-
formed, believing teachers.

When addressing the question
whether our schools should allow chil-
dren of members belonging to the Re-
formed Churches only, Messelink
urged the schools to keep the Three
Forms of Unity as a basis; that all par-
ents who send their students should
subscribe to it.
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At the end of his speech Messelink | responsive disciples” VanBrummelen

did not only discuss the future of the
Reformed schools in general but added
a more global aspect: Reformed educa-
tion is tied closely to the developments
in the Reformed churches. The more
pluriform, the more difficult it is to
shape the school’s identity. He urged
all schools to remain confessionally
faithful.

The second speech was delivered
by Dr. Harro VanBrummelen, professor
of Education at the Trinity Western Uni-
versity. He discussed the developments
of Christian education on the North
American scene. Like Messelink, he
also began with a historical context and
then addressed the present and future of
Christian schools.

Many Christian schools began,
VanBrummelen explained, as a result
of two key motives: to keep a religious
and social isolation, and the idea that
Calvinism would be able to transform
the North American society. From
1910-1960, the latter ideal faded be-
cause many people assimilated into
North American society and became
influenced by personal piety and by
materialism.

It was not until the late 50s and ear-
ly 1960s that Christians (people mainly
from Reformed background) began to re-
state the idea that Calvinism can have an
impact on society. They realized that
neutral and objective learning does not
exist, but that all curriculum contains a
bias. Recognizing that secular texts were
filled with strong humanistic biases re-
sulted in setting up NUCS — the Nation-
al Union of Christian Schools which
mandated itself to write Christian cur-
riculum, Christian texts, and literature
about Christian education. Many inde-
pendent Christian schools joined up
with this organization — now known as
CSI (Christian Schools International).

The present state of Christian
schools in North America is far from
perfect, VanBrummelen stressed. Some
schools have conformed too much.
Why? They had different ideas of cul-
ture, they have been influenced by
public funding, or they have not spent
enough time developing their own
identity. Other Christian schools (and |
think he also included Canadian Re-
formed schools in this category) have
proactive, principled, convicted and
convincing leadership; have a strong
sense of identity and believe that they
have the right to exist as an alternative
to public education.

To-address the future, Christian
schools should “nurture students to be
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says. Schools can do this by concen-
trating in three aspects: unwrapping our
gifts, sharing each others joys and bur-
dens, and thirdly, seeking shalom. We
should also fight the idea that the gov-
ernment must have full control of edu-
cation: government control of educa-
tion is only a 150-year-old practice.
We should promote the idea that the
government can ensure that each child
is in school, but need not meddle fur-
ther with education.

After a super lunch, we participat-
ed in a workshop lead by Mr. Peter
Torenvliet (Yarrow). Before he allowed
us into the nitty-gritty of it, we were
first given some focus points and a par-
ticular model for instructional leader-
ship by Drs. Messelink. Mr. Torenvliet
then gave us a number of key in-depth
questions upon which our groups had
to focus; for example, is it necessary to
have a principal (a deep philosophical
discussion ensued); what a principal
needs to be effective, types of leader-
ship, the differences between a princi-
pal and a manager, to what extent do
principals accede to leadership expec-
tations from teachers, boards and par-
ents, and the real philosophical one,
what determines leadership in a Chris-
tian school setting. We really experi-
enced a real sense of collegiality in this
workshop, something which | had
hoped for and something which grew
throughout the next two days.

Thursday morning began at 8:00
sharp (conference style). Mr. Ed Van-
derboom (Credo High, Langley) ran us
through a workshop elegantly entitled,
“Leadership: Exposing the Encum-
brances.” In typical group style, with
chart paper and markers, we dealt with
topics: how our schools differ from
other schools; who are the stakehold-
ers in our schools and what tasks and
responsibilities do they have; what type
of problems do principals encounter in
our schools. These were the easy issues.
The more difficult ones were: what are
the indicators of the problems and how
can you tackle them. Are there types of
problems which you can handle using a
standard approach/method? As we
worked through these issues, we were
made to realize that not only do princi-
pals deal with “problems” often, but
they should be able to have trained eyes
and ears to recognize problems early
and to strategically curtail them before
the problems affect a larger community.

Our afternoon session was on a
lighter note. All principals were asked

to visit the various schools in the Valley.
Besides looking at buildings, equipped
with gleaming furniture and shiny hall-
ways (Poppe Vandermeulen and family
were hard at it), and besides meeting
happy teachers and former colleagues,
we picked up on the actual programs
and activities in each school. The sun
lightened us up further, beaming its
pleasant rays through the clouds for a
good half hour, creating a spectacle to
remember for the next two days (Yes,
we had some BC sun). It was a very en-
joyable and pleasant afternoon.

At 3:00, we all met again to discuss
a workshop on Child Abuse, led by Mr.
Henk VanBeelen (Smithers). We dis-
cussed several aspects of this current
and complex issue. We also followed
two case studies and discussed how we
would go about them: whether or not
we should report, and how we should
report and follow-up. The papers pre-
pared by Rev. J. Visscher and Rev. P.K.A.
de Boer, as well as written comments of
Rev. VanLuik were tabled. Parts of sev-
eral schools’ established protocols were
tabled also. The ideal of a Taskforce to
deal with the issues surrounding Child
Abuse Reporting was suggested, but all
members present realized that each
school would have to deal with these
topics in its own locale.

School board members of the Valley
schools joined us for supper. Drs. Mes-
selink then propelled us into our dis-
cussion on School Visits. The discussion
was based on a paper entitled “The
Sense and Nonsense of School Visits”
written by Dr. van den Berg. The pur-
pose, format and content of school vis-
its were discussed. Mr. Messelink en-
hanced the article by stressing that
boards who operate in different man-
ners have different reasons for school
visits. He then identified three operating
styles: the monitoring board, the execu-
tive board and the policy-making
board. It may be that some boards do
not wholly fit into one category, but
this breakdown provided us with a
good basis for examining our boards.
In the practical part of this session,
boards and principals were asked to
identify their operational style. From
this workshop | gathered that boards
should have a proper vision of their
tasks to have a proper understanding of
why and how they should make school
visits; boards and staff should commu-
nicate their views on purpose and pro-
cedure for school visits; staffs should
know the purpose, time and intent of a
school visit; and school boards should



examine whether they are actually do-
ing school visits, teacher visits or con-
tent assessment visits. The session sup-
plied us with some interesting points for
boards to reflect on.

Friday morning, Mr. John Roukema
(Credo Elementary) ably and effortless-
ly led us through the last of the three
workshops on Leadership entitled “Es-
pousing the Effortless.” It took a little
more effort on our part to motivate our-
selves on this topic, but through a
hands-on approach, we were able to
concentrate and become totally in-
volved in the workshop. We were asked
to identify the problems of Miss Fanny
Flea, as well as those of Miss Pansy
Pickle. Once we identified the real
problems, we were asked to design
strategies to deal with the problems and
a plan for continued supervision and
evaluation of them. We were then
asked to deal with Mr. Uzzie Bum-
bledrip’s problem, the long-term fix-
ture-type teacher who presupposed that
time-tested traditional methods were
best, despite disinterested and failing
kids. Only after we endeavoured to
help Mr. Bumbledrip were we ad-
dressed by Drs. Messelink, who shared
with us some hints on how to talk with
and to teachers. Mr. P. Torenvliet
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(Yarrow) then role-played Mr. Charlie
Chumbuddy and Mr. VanDooren (Gui-
do) Charlie’s principal. Mr. Chumbuddy
was a nice guy who couldn’t discipline
his students. Charlie’s principal had to
apply a little pressure to get Charlie to
realize that he had created the prob-
lem and that he now had to solve it.

Our last case study was a Dutch
teacher: Mr. Zekie VanderKlutz, the type
of teacher who wanted all students to be
prepared for university. Kids who
couldn’t handle the content were “don-
derheads.” After discussing Zekie Van-
derKlutz’s problems and the issues in-
volved (process/content learning;
recognizing various talents; career-ori-
ented teaching), we stopped for lunch,
feeling very satisfied with solving four
teachers’ problems in one morning. We
felt very satisfied with our hard work.

Friday afternoon was a business
meeting. CARE (Committee for Ad-
vancement of Reformed Education)
and RCDF (Reformed Curriculum De-
velopment Fund) made presentations.
Mr. H. Nobel (Timothy) circulated a
memo from their board to the League re
advertising in Clarion for teachers’ po-
sitions. We also decided to hold the
next meeting, the Lord willing, in Ed-
monton, 1994,

During the conference we really ex-
perienced a unity: a unity based in our
purpose to teach covenant children
Reformedly (Let us not be afraid to use
this term instead of the adverb “Chris-
tianly” — a term which can be applied
too loosely). This unity was expressed
in several ways: we should continue to
hold firmly to our Reformed basis; we
are eager to see a closer working rela-
tionship among schools; we should
have a Curriculum centre; CARE should
seek to service all schools; we should
have more regular contacts with the
Dutch and Australian Reformed
Schools. Principals and schools were
asked to make good use of the CRTA
Magazine as well as the Covenant
Teacher’s College Resource Centre.

We recognize that we must talk and
work together. We must share the same
conviction to uphold our Reformed ed-
ucation and to demonstrate our position
in our curriculums and classrooms. Let
us hope that God will continue to pro-
vide for a growing together, for clarity in
our Reformed pedagogy, and for a
strengthening of our Reformed schools.
I am sure that this conference con-
tributed to that hope.

By G. Nederveen

Blok, M.J.C., The Epistle to the
Galatians. Revised edition, London:
Inter-league Publication Board, 1991,
47 pages.

The Inter-league Publication Board
(ILPB) has reissued a study outline on
Galatians. The first printing was in 1977.

I am happy to see this revised edi-
tion come off the press. It presents a
marked improvement in more than
one way. First of all there is the refine-
ment in translation. The 1977 edition
slavishly followed the dutch text which
made for a workable but stilted trans-
lation. This new printing has made
many changes of a stylistic and gram-
matical nature.

Another definite improvement is the
layout. A larger typeface was used and
the whole outline received a more ap-
pealing appearance. The new edition
consists of 47 pages; the 1977 edition

contains 33 pages. | was also happy to
see that certain comments and refer-
ences which used to be part of the text
have been placed in footnotes.

As to the content, this outline is
faithful to Scripture. It will be of much
help in gaining a better understanding
in studying Paul’s letter to the Galatians.

There is one serious omission. It is
unfortunate that no one took the time to
check and correct the personal data on
the author. Under “Canadian Catalogu-
ing and Publication Data” we find the
following information: Blok, M.J.C.,
1914 -. Since the next date is missing
this indicates that the author is still liv-
ing at the time of publication. That is
how it appears in both the 1977 and
1991 editions while the author passed
away on june 14, 1976.

I have one final remark which is
really a recommendation. The next
time the ILPB publishes a study out-

e

line, please provide the readers with a
list of the abbreviations used. E.g. on
page 23 we find the abbreviations HC
and CD. One may assume that every-
one knows that HC stands for Heidel-
berg Catechism and CD stands for
Canons of Dort. However, that may be
assuming too much, especially if the in-
tention is to reach a larger readership
from other backgrounds. In other books
CD is used as the abbreviation for
Church Dogmatics. Therefore, a list of
abbreviations used may be helpful.
The reader will understand that
these “technical” details do not dimin-
ish my appreciation for this new edi-
tion. It will be a welcome addition to
any Bible study library. It is a very use-
ful tool for societies at all levels. The
points for discussion provide much
food for thought and will stimulate the
further study of God'’s revelation. There-
fore, recommended!
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

I would like to respond to the edi-
torial in the October 9 issue entitled,
“On Small and New Churches,” by
Prof. J. De Jong.

In his article, Prof. De Jong raises a
number of issues and questions that
have obvious reference to the congrega-
tion here in Laurel, MD, U.S.A. Having
been in the federation now for over five
years as a needy church, having seen
relatively little numerical growth, and
having barely enough manpower to fill
the minimum requirement for the of-
fices, we have grown increasingly
aware of the problems raised by Dr. De
Jong. These matters have the active at-
tention of the consistory and the con-
gregation, in consultation with others.
And we appreciate the catalytic function
of Prof. De Jong's article in this process.

There are, however, two matters
which require some comment. First, in
commenting on the churches like ours
which have come from other federa-
tions or denominations, Prof. De Jong
says: “One can perhaps point such a
group to a faithful church that has the
Presbyterian system of church govern-
ment. But if the group strongly desires
the Reformed order above the Presbyte-
rian one, what grounds would there be
for denying this request?”

Prof. De Jong gives the impression
that there are faithful Presbyterian
churches to which groups may be di-
rected. The Synodical decision of 1977
declaring the OPC a true church
notwithstanding, | would like to chal-
lenge the practical implications of Prof.
De Jong’s assertion. When we seceded
from the OPC in 1983, our preference
was indeed to find another Presbyterian
church which we could in good con-
science join; but we found none. Our
view of how the Lord’s Table should be
protected was virtually identical to the
manner practiced in the Canadian Re-
formed Churches, but the OPC made it
clear that there was no room among
them for the consistent practice of this
position, and we could find no other
Presbyterian church which held our
views. Thus, our seeking affiliation
with the Canadian Reformed Churches
was not merely a preferential choice, as
one chooses a grocery store, but a prin-
cipial choice based on the Bible.
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In addition to the question of
whether or not there is a faithful Pres-
byterian body to which people may be
directed, there is also the issue of the
differing church governments. Again,
the question is posed in terms of mere
preference. Without indulging in a
lengthy polemic regarding church gov-
ernment, suffice it to say, the principal
and practical differences between Pres-
byterian and Reformed church govern-
ment are more profound than is often
acknowledged. To cite but one exam-
ple: the issue of confessional member-
ship. You will find that this is one of
the important issues integrally related to
the question of the proper administra-
tion of the Lord’s Supper. I've enclosed
a separate article on this matter for pos-
sible inclusion in the Clarion.

If seeking affiliation in the Canadian
Reformed Churches is simply a matter
of preference, then a whole different
light is cast upon the history of the
churches at Laurel, Blue Bell, and Den-
ver. Have we struggled and fought for
Biblical principles for nothing? You may
imagine how such sentiments make
those of us feel who have sacrificed a
great deal in order to remain faithful to
the Lord.

The second matter deserving com-
ment is the one regarding how our fed-
eration of churches should deal with
“smaller and distant groups seeking af-
filiation with our federation.” If we take
the position that these groups could be
referred to a faithful Presbyterian de-
nomination, then the tenor of Prof. De
Jong’s comments make sense. For then,
essentially, we are in the position of
seeking to accommodate people’s pref-
erences. And his comments about bur-
dens on the churches are apropos.

However, if these groups are seek-
ing affiliation with our federation out
of a desire to be obedient to the call of
Christ in His Word, then it should not
simply be a matter of concession on our
part. For in such a case, we have a call-
ing to respond positively and aggres-
sively, realizing that we are, as Prof. K.
Schilder put it, cooperating with the
church-gathering work of our Saviour
(vid. “Theses Concerning the Church,”
De Kerk, Vol. Il, pp. 245-250.)

How this should best be done in
given cases may need further discus-
sion. Prof. De Jong's footnote suggesting

a mission model for small groups has
merit. Also, Professor Van Dam makes a
similar suggestion in his article, “Notes
on the OPC” (Clarion, Vol. 41, No. 21,
p. 450) when he writes, “But why is it
that there is no organized effort among
churches to send, for example, a home
missionary to an urban center in North
America, or, to use an existing small
isolated core of believers in an urban
area as a base from which a home mis-
sionary can spread the glad tidings?”
From a personal perspective, after five
years as a “regular” congregation in
the federation, it appears that being
viewed and treated more like a mission
congregation would be more helpful
and realistic.

Furthermore, Prof. De Jong's sug-
gestion that members of these small
groups that do not grow move to where
there is a larger church raises some se-
rious questions. We can readily under-
stand such a recommendation when a
group has moved from a large congre-
gation in Canada to an outlying area
with the hope of forming their own
congregation. Then, returning at some
later point when it is evident that a
church cannot be planted there, makes
sense. However, we must respect what
the Lord has done in bringing into exis-
tence the congregation in Laurel, Blue
Bell, and Denver. To suggest, that, due
to small size, the families of these con-
gregations should all move to Grand
Rapids or Lynden is only reasonable if
your assumption is that they chose the
Reformed way as a preference and so
must live out the consequences. But if
the Lord brought these congregations
into existence in their respective loca-
tions, then it would seem that these
people should remain in the place and
calling where the Lord called them (cf.
1 Cor. 7;17-24). The difficulties of size
then need to be addressed, but in a con-
text of seeking to positively advance the
cause of Christ in the U.S.A.

In the larger perspective, we must
consider what the official church visi-
tors once recommended to us, and that
was to work towards an American clas-
sis and federation. But in the end, we
are brought back to the original issue
of preference. For if there are faithful
Presbyterian churches already in exis-
tence in the U.S.A., then to establish
an American Reformed Federation



would seem to implicitly foster a form
of pluriformity which we as churches
repudiate. But if we cannot in good
conscience commend such groups of
believers to a faithful Presbyterian
church, then we have a duty to build on
our existing presence in the U.S.A. This
dilemma must be resolved, not only for
ourselves but for the sake of these
groups. And if we conclude that there is
a faithful Presbyterian church in the
U.S.A., then not only groups such as
ours must be referred to it, but the
churches at Grand Rapids and Lynden
must also be told to seek the unity of the
faith in the country where the Lord
called them. Preferences may not stand
in the way of principles!
On behalf of Christ’s Church gath-
ering work,
Rev. B.R. Hofford

Response

In stating that a church may strong-
ly desire to adopt the Reformed church
order, | did not mean to make this a
matter of “mere preference” as Rev.
Hofford suggests. Naturally, | maintain
that the Reformed order is superior to
the Presbyterian; indeed, | concur that
there are hierarchical elements in the
Presbyterian order. However, | also
share the opinion that churches with
the Presbyterian order cannot be dis-
counted for that reason. I simply follow
the line of our synods which have nev-
er seen this as an impediment for rec-
ognizing the OPC as a faithful church.

The Rev. Hofford’s view that there is
absolutely no room in the OPC for the
Lord’s Supper practice as maintained
by the Canadian Reformed Churches is
one which | find curious, considering
the want of evidence supplied. From our
side the matter is still under discussion,
and does not concern the question
whether the table must be guarded, but
more exactly how it ought to be guard-
ed. | would think that some progress
could be made on this point, especially
when one considers that the Westmin-
ster Confession clearly defends a guard-
ed table, (cf. Art. 29/8; Art. 30/4).

I do not want to take anything away
from the struggles that have taken place
in Blue Bell, Laurel, and Denver. At the
same time, these churches must move
forward with the federation in the
framework of what our synods have
decided with respect to the OPC. It
would be unwise for these churches to
take a position vis a vis the OPC which
would jeopardize our discussions with
this church.

With respect to the second point
raised, it seems to me to be highly
forced to use Paul’s words in 1 Cor.
7:17-24 (“... in whatever state each
was called, there let him remain with
God”) as an injunction requiring one
to keep building the church at a place
where it was first established. The apos-
tle’s directive concerning “calling”
cannot be read in a geographical way.
Certainly Reformed church polity has
never done this, and has always seen it
as distinctly possible that just as a
church is newly instituted in one place,
it may also be naturally disbanded in
another, simply by the force of socio-
economic circumstances.

In his concluding remarks, the Rev.
Hofford again raises the issue of the faith-
fulness of the OPC. He points to some
concepts that may well live among these
churches, but do not form an integral part
of their confessions. So far our synods
have never seen these matters as imped-
iments to recognizing the faithfulness of
the OPC. Therefore, without themselves
adopting a concept of the pluriformity of
the church Laurel and other churches
having dissented from OPC and having
joined our federation should be able to
develop more nuance in their view both
of what they did in terms of their own re-
cent history, and of the church they left
behind. In other words, they should be
able to accept that the matters we see as
“impediments” may have formed an ob-
stacle for them to continue their relation-
ship with the OPC, but presently do not
form such an obstacle for us. This ap-
proach can make the best contribution
to all future discussions.

J. De Jong

Dear Editor:

In the October 9, 1992 issue, Dr. ).
De Jong wrote an article entitled “On
Small and New Churches.”

| question the suggestion that a
small church (less than 60 - 80 mem-
bers) has little right to exist.

It was the church at Philadelphia
(Rev. 3:7-13), the church which had but
little power (v. 8), about whom the Lord
Jesus Christ had nothing ill to say. Christ
could only commend this small, weak
church. It was nothing in the eyes of
men, but it counted for something in the
eyes of Christ. He commended it for
having kept His word and not denying
His name (vv. 8,10).

Is it not faithfulness to the Word and
to Christ which makes a local church a
realistic and viable enterprise?

Jesus Christ promised the church at
Philadelphia that He would keep them
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from the hour of trial (v. 10). Interest-
ingly, this church was one of the last
churches, if not the last church, to dis-
appear from Asia Minor. In the 14th
century, it continued to shine in the
darkness of Turkish Islam.

It was only the affluent church of
Laodicea about whom Christ had noth-
ing good to say (Rev. 3:14-22).

Perhaps our small isolated churches
will shine as lights of the gospel of
Christ in their communities longer than
our large churches which are now com-
fortably in the mainstream of Canadian
Reformed life.

G. Ph. van Popta

Response

Anyone who reads my article will
plainly see that | did not make “the
suggestion that a small church has little
right to exist.” My only point was that
we should maintain the existence of the
small church in accordance with the
principles of our Reformed church or-
der. Have we not agreed to maintain the
church order? Whence then the diffi-
culty with following its provisions?

I also question the comment that is
made here about our large churches
who are said to live “comfortably in
the mainstream of Canadian Reformed
life.” Do they? | know large churches
where large offerings are made for our
causes. Are they comfortable just be-
cause they are large?

| think most people will agree that
size is not the decisive factor that de-
termines the endurance of our light.
Whether we are part of a large or small
congregation, faith is what the Lord asks
for. And that will also manifest itself in a
willingness to do all things “decently
and in good order,” 1 Cor. 14, 40. That
was all | was trying to say.

J. De Jong
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OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betty

Hello Busy Beavers,

One Busy Beaver wrote about his class trip. I'm going to
let him tell you the story.

“We went to the Grimsby Water Treatment Plant. We
liked it that it was close to Lake Ontario and that the
dirty water splashed into our face. We liked the deep
hole that showed the dirty water from the lake. We
also liked the pipe that we could look through to see
how clean the dirty water had become. | also liked
the ice hanging from the trees by the water. We also
liked the water filter, because it was just like a mirror.
When we came home we checked the tap to see
whether the water was still dirty. It was clean!”

by Busy Beaver Harold Sikkema

Busy Beaver Trina Jelsma also went on a school trip.
Here is her story.

“On Thursday . . . the Junior Grades (Gr. 4, 5 and 6)
of John Calvin Christian School went to the Kitchener
Stockyard and Flea Market. Each of us took money.
There was a market inside and outside that sold lots
of things like pictures, candies, books, pies, clothes,
and lots more. We got to buy things that we wanted. |
only bought a maple sugar candy. We also went to a
place where upstairs a man with a missing hand
showed and told us about the Mennonites. Downstairs
we watched a movie about the Mennonites. There
were also Mennonites riding around the city in horses
and carriages. After that we all bought an ice cream
cone from the ice cream caboose. It wasn't the best
trip ever, but it was still really fun.”
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ALIKE

The following people shared something alike. Match
the persons with the thing they had alike.

1. Nebuchadnezzar and Aaron a. witnessed to kings
Daniel 3:1; Exodus 32:4

2. Jesus and Jonah b. longed for by father
Matthew 8:26; Jonah 1:15

3. Miriam and Naaman C.
Numbers 12:10;
2 Kings 5:27

4. Daniel and Joseph d. built golden images
Daniel 2:25 ff.;
Genesis 41:25 ff.

5. Joseph and Zechariah e.
Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:13

6. John the Baptist and Paul f.
Mark 6:18; Acts 25:26

7. Jesus and Joseph g. stopped a storm
Matthew 27:9;
Genesis 37:28

8. Naboth and Jesus h. angels told of birth of
1 Kings 21:9-10; Mark 14:56 ason

9. Judas and Joab i. interpreted dreams
Mark 14:44-45;
2 Samuel 20:9-10

10. Jesus and Micaiah j.

received a slap

had leprosy

gave death kiss

accused by false

Matthew 26:67; withesses
1 Kings 22:24
11. Joseph and prodigal son k. sold for silver
Genesis 44:27-28;
Luke 15:20

TRACING MAZE PUZZLE
by Busy Beaver Miranda Hulst
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Remember the directions?
Start at the * letter. Go up, down, right, left.
Never diagonally. Find the sentence.
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SPRING JOURNAL

| was happy to see the sun still shining at five )
o'clock yesterday afternoon! Sure sign of spring
coming! And I’'m watching closely to see our tulips
= come up!

There are lots of other signs of spring, too,
right?

Watch for them!

/

Keep your eyes and your ears open! j
You could make a little journal of the signs of 2
D

J

~

e

spring. In the journal you could write what you see
(or hear), where you see it, and when you saw it.
Get a reward for sending it to

Spring Journal
c/o Aunt Betty
Premier Printing Ltd.
One Beghin Avenue
Winnipeg,MB R2J 3X5 )
=
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MIXED PAGES
by Busy Beaver Jessica DeHaas

Put the sheets in the right order.

A B C

Go to straw- Eye exam at Play tennis

berry farm Dr. Mow's 9 with Scott

Buy film for a.m. 10 a.m.

trip to zoo Mail letter Send zoo

. . to Grandma film to be
Dinner with developed
Pam 7 p.m. Get tickets b
for game Make straw-
berry jam
D E F

Get glasses Call Scott to Write to

with new play tennis Grandma

prescription later this .

9:30 a.m. week Buy tennis
balls

1 p.m. t Wi Bill’

Zo%m g0 o gif;ap s Buy present
for Bill

Bill’s party 8 Go to game

p.m. 8 p.m.

Correct order

(See answers)

BIRTHDAY WISHES

“Happy Birthday” and “Many Happy Returns of the
Day” to all the Busy Beavers who were born in March. We
send you our best wishes for the Lord’s blessing in the year
ahead and for one super day celebrating with your family
and your friends.

MARCH

Brian Dijkstra
Jessica Bos
Jennifer Hoogerdijk
Andrew Bos

Earl Van Assen
Melanie Muis
Julie Bratcher
Sherri Malda
Monica Dalhuisen
Linda Schouten
Rebecca Stel
Jeffrey Vandergaag
Suzanne Schouten
Elisa Vandergaag
Erika Hopman

FROM THE MAILBOX

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club,
Harold Sikkema. Did you get to help your
Dad make your playhouse? Did you play in
it this winter? Write again soon, Harold.

Welcome to the club, Pamela Hulst. We
are happy to have you join us. Do you have plans for the
March break, Pamela? Bye for now.

Hello, Lisa Burger. It's good to hear from you again.
Thank you for sharing with the other Busy Beavers. Have
you tried their recipes too, Lisa?

Congratulations on your new baby brother Miranda
Hulst. How did you feel while you were holding him in
church? Do you get to help look after him? | think you have
pleasant memories of last summer’s camping, Miranda!

Sounds to me as if you had lots of fun dressing up at
school, Katherine Wiersema. And how did you enjoy your
concert you were writing about? Thank you for your letter,
Katherine. | hope you’ll write again soon.

Answers:
"19pJo 1021103 3y S1 D A V I g 4 :se8ed paxipy
q'1L 20l
J'6 ['g 3z e9 yg 1y a¢ 87T prLayyy

How did you like our puzzles? Did you get them
right? Great! Keep up the good work! Hope to “see” you
all next time!

Love to you all,
Aunt Betty
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O Thank the Lord for all His goodness, m
For most compassionate is He,

His steadfast grace and loving-
kindness,

Endure through all eternity.

Psalm 118:8b

With thankfulness to our heav-
enly Father we joyfully an-
nounce the birth of our son

HETTE DEREK
Born February 1, 1993 H

A brother for Joanna and
Corinna

Cornelis and Debbie Feenstra
(nee Lof) H
RR 3
Wellandport, ON LOR 2J0
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With thankfulness to our heav-
enly Father the Creator and
Giver of life, we joyfully an-
nounce the birth of our son

MICHAEL JOHN

Born on January 21, 1993

A brother for Amanda, Tanya
and Vanessa

Richard and Annette Zwaagstra
(nee Van Egmond)

RR 1

St. Ann’s, ON LOR 1Y0

Ephesians 3:20, 21
November 6, 1992

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, together

with our parents, we,

ANTON BORST
and
CHERYL DIANE BOEVE

announce our marriage.

Box 356
Elm Creek, MB ROG ONO

1
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Know that the Lord is God! It is He
that made us and we are His; we
are His people, and the sheep of His
pasture. Psalm 100:3

With thankfulness to our heav-
enly Father, the Giver and Pre-
server of life, who has richly
blessed our family with the
birth of a son

JARED WILLIAM

Born January 12. 1993

A brother for Charlene, Stacey,
Cody

Peter and Joan Barendregt
(nee Hofsink)
Box 3912
Smithers, BC V0] 2NO

L
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With praise and thankfulness
to our heavenly Father, who has
made all things well, we joyful-
ly announce the birth of our
fourth child
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m Loving Shepherd of Thy Sheep,
All Thy lambs in safety keep;
Nothing can Thy power withstand,
None can pluck them from Thy hand.
Hymn 45:1
With great joy and thankfulness
to our heavenly Father who has
once again enriched our family
with another little miracle. We
named her

KELSEY ROSE

Born December 4, 1992

Walter and Rose VanGrootheest
(nee Groen)

Proud brother

Walter Matthew (Wally)

Box 896
Smithers, BC V0] 2NO
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With thankfulness to the Lord,
who brought us together we

|

J

ANNE HOFSINK
NATALIE DANIELLE and
Born January 16, 1993 JOHN VANDENHAAK
A sister for Iiigf:;::r’ Alyssa, would like to announce our
ement.
Tom and Alice Jongsma eHEAG
(nee deJager) December 31, 1992
RR 3, 6367 Elcho Road Site 19, Box 8
Wellandport, ON LOR 2J0 Winterburn, AB TOE 2N0O

precepts.

parents

L —

1968 ~ February 28 ~ 1993

Let Thy hand be ready to help us, for we have chosen Thy

Psalm 119: 173

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, we wish
to announce the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our

JOHN and CHRISTINA VANDERSTOEP (nee Grim)

Their thankful children:
Kevin and Darryl

16766 Northview Crescent
Surrey, BC V4B 5E7
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1953 ~ March 12 ~ 1993

With great joy and thankfulness to God, we an-
nounce the 40th Wedding Anniversary of our dear
parents and grandparents

JOHN SCHULENBERG
and
RITA SCHULENBERG (nee Van Der Veen)

m Stoney Creek, ON: Jenny and Steve Mandula
m Steven, David, Janice
m Alice and Arno Linde
Merika, Peter, Brandon,
m Kay-Leigh, Alexandra
m Yolanda and Fred Grant
m James, Brenda-Lee, Ryan
Arlene and Rick Van Amerongen
% Jasmine, Jonathan, Adam

Allan and Mirjam Schulenberg
(nee VanDerBrugghen)
Alaric, Taylor

Terri-Lynn Schulenberg and
Don VanDerSluis

General Delivery, Carman, MB R0G 0]0

Carman, MB:

Elora, ON:
Smithville, ON:

Carman, MB:

Carman, MB:
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1953 ~ March 28 ~ 1993

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to
everlasting upon those who fear Him, and His righteousness
to children’s children. Psalm 103:17

With thankfulness to the Lord, who has kept them
in His loving care, we joyfully announce the 40th
Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and
grandparents

ADRIAN and MARTHA KRABBENDAM
(nee Onderwater)

Nellie and Harry Krabbendam
Melanie, Heather, Miranda,
Timothy, Evelyn, David

Brantford, ON: Margaret and John Brink

James, Deanna, Karina,
Philip, Keith

Sardis, BC:

=1

Surrey, BC: Adrian and Rita Krabbendam
Katherine, Adrian, Laura,
Lynda, Tracy

Sardis, BC: Rick and Jennifer Krabbendam

Naomi, Michael, Matthew

Michael and May Krabbendam
Alisa, Rosalie, Michael, Jenise,
Johnathan

Rosemary Viher
Kristianne, Gordon, Bryan, Kevin

Ken Krabbendam and

Karen Gelderman

Len and Julia Phamisith
Sophia, Kristie, Sarah, Joshua

C4 Halls site, RR 2, Hope, BC VOX 110

=

Chilliwack, BC:

Laidlaw, BC:
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The Canadian Reformed School Society of Abbotsford
operating the

JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
invites applications for the positions of

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
and/or
ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

for the 1993-94 school year.
For information, call the principal
Mr. P. Torenvliet
(604) 823-6814 School
(604) 854-5851 Home
Please send applications to the secretary:
Mr. Tom Boeve
35235 Page Road
Matsqui, BC VOX 150

GUIDO DE BRES HIGH SCHOOL
HAMILTON, ONTARIO

invites applications for full-time and part-time teach-
ing positions.

Areas of greatest need are Senior Mathematics, Science,
and Intermediate French.

However, those qualified in other areas are also en-
couraged to apply.

For more information, call the principal

My. ]. G. VanDooren

School: 1-416-574-4011

Home: 1-416-648-8851
Send your application to:

The Education Committee

Guido de Bres High School

PO Box 20098

Upper James Postal Outlet
Hamilton, ON L9C 7M5b

The
TIMOTHY CANADIAN REFORMED
SCHOOL SOCIETY
Hamilton, Ontario

Invites applications for the position of
TEACHERS

in possibly primary and intermediate areas and the
LEARNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM for the 1992-
1993 school year.

For information contact the principal
Mr. H. Nobel
RR 1, Caledonia, ON NOA 1A0
School: (416) 385-3953
Home: (416) 692-5502

Applications to be addressed to:
Education Committee
c/o]. Schutten
527 Carluke Road, RR 2, Ancaster, ON L9G 3L1
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The Canadian Reformed School Society of Smithville
and surrounding district, operating the

JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
invites applications for
TEACHERS

Duties to commence in September.

For information phone Miss J. Kingma (Principal) at the
school (416) 957-2341.

Send applications to:
Mr. A. Schutten
Secretary of the Education Committee
2981 Thirty Road
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

The Canadian Reformed School Society of London
and District operating

COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
is accepting applications for the position of
TEACHER - GRADES 1/2

Covenant Christian School offers grades 1-8 in a
four classroom arrangement with four full-time staff
members.

All applications will be handled with the strictest
confidence. Applications should be directed to the
following address
M. Frank Oostdyk
Education Committee Chairman
PO Box 370
Delaware, ON NOL 1E0

THE BOARD OF COVENANT
CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS’ COLLEGE

invites applications from
STUDENTS

for the 1993-1994 academic year.

Admission Requirements:

For the 1-year Diploma of Education programme:

—a suitable university degree.

For the 3-year Diploma of Teaching programme:

—a grade XII diploma with university entrance equiv-
alence.

Special provision may be made for students who have
completed one year of university or college studies to
be admitted to the second year of the Diploma of
Teaching programme.
Applicants with good standing in ENGLISH and
FRENCH will be given preference.
Please contact the College at (416) 385-0634 for addi-
tional information or write to:

COVENANT Canadian Reformed Teachers’ College

PO Box 20179, 856 Upper James
Hamilton, ON L9C 7M5

The Board of
DUFFERIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Carman, Manitoba
invites applications for

FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME TEACHERS

as of August 1, 1993

Openings are available at the primary, as well as the
senior level.

Preference will be given to candidates with experi-
ence in:

* Kindergarten
* Specialties in Math and Science

For more information contact the principal
My. S.F. Nap
School: (204) 745-2278
Home: (204) 745-3688
Send applications to the secretary of the School Board:
Mr. John Veldman

Box 322
Carman, MB ROG 0J0

In anticipation of several possible vacancies, the Board
of Directors of the Canadian Reformed School Society
of Burlington, Inc., solicits applications as follows:

COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
(Flamborough)

PRINCIPAL/TEACHER
TEACHER (Primary Division)
PART-TIME (50%) TEACHER

Persons interested in Special Education, and Language
Arts/Math (Gr. 3-6) are urged to apply.

For information contact the principal

Mrs. C. van Halen-Faber
(416) 689-3191 (school — phone/fax)
(416) 689-0132 (res.)

o

JOHN CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
(Burlington)

TEACHER (Primary Division)

For information contact the principal
Mr. FC. Ludwig
(416) 634-8015 (school — phone/ fax)
(416) 335-8311 (res.)
Duties to commence: September 1, 1993
We offer a positive working climate within a supportive
staff, student and parent community.

Mpr. J. Scholtens, Chairman of the Board
(416) 632-9637 (res.)
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The board of
EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL
of Chatham invites applications for the positions of:

GRADE 3/4 TEACHER
GRADE 5/6 TEACHER

FULL OR PART-TIME FRENCH TEACHER
PRINCIPAL/TEACHER

Abilities in music and French for the higher grade lev-
els would be a definite asset.

The school has a current enrolment of approximately
80 students from grades 1 to 8. At the present, our
staff consists of 4 full-time and 3 part-time teachers.

For more information contact the principal

Miss B. Hart
485 McNaughton Avenue E.
Chatham, ON N7L 2H2
Phone: (519) 354-1142

Send applications to the secretary of the education
committee:
Anita Bos
RR 2
Thamesville, ON NOP 2K0

IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Winnipeg, Manitoba requires a

TEACHER

for the primary grades as of September 1993.

Our school has:  + Kindergarten to Grade 12
* an enrolment of about 150
* 9 full-time staff members

For more information, we invite you to contact the
principal
Myr. Arthur Kingma
Phone: (204) 661-8937 (School)
(204) 663-9069 (Home)

Applications may be submitted to:

Education Committee
Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2C 3Z9

Come to the Beautiful Bulkley Valley
The
EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL

of Smithers and Houston, BC is in need of
ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

both in the primary and in the intermediate division
for the 1993/794 school year. We also have a possible
opening for a

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

Area of greatest need is Social Studies but those other-
wise qualified are also encouraged to apply. The suc-
cessful applicant has a strong commitment to Re-
formed education and a high level of professional
dedication.

We offer a competitive wage and benefit package,
excellent facilities, a favourable teacher/student ra-
tio, and a team approach.

About Smithers? Goede wijn behoeft geen krans!
For more information call the principal

Henk Van Beelen
at (604) 847-3492 (school)
or (604) 847-5924 (home)

Applications should be directed to Tineke Hamelink,
secretary of the board of the Canadian Reformed School
Association of Smithers, BC, PO Box 3700, V0J 2NO,
Canada, or fax to the following number (604) 847-4786.

The Board of
DUFFERIN AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

of Orangeville, ON
invites applications for
the position of

PART-TIME TEACHER

for the 1993-1994 school year.
For information call the principal
Mr. H. Janssen
(519) 941-4368 School
(519) 941-3259 Home
Please send applications to the secretary

¢/ o Dufferin Area Christian School
PO Box Laurel
Laurel, ON LON 1L0

NEEDED
COMMITTED CHRISTIANS (FAMILIES)

Covenant Canadian Reformed Church
in Lower Sackville

needs more members. Move to beautiful Nova Scotia.
Enjoy the relaxed Maritime way of life. Affordable
housing. Numerous business and employment
opportunities. For further information call:

Bob Oderkirk
(902) 865-8868

Ferenc Stefani
(902) 835-5096 or

or write: Ferenc Stefani, 16 Locke Street
Bedford, Nova Scotia B4A IN1
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Manoah Manor

Personal & Intermediate Care REQU l RED
20265 54 A Avenue
Langley, B.C. V3A 3W6 INTERMEDIATE CARE

530-9895 NURSE MANAGER

The board of the Canadian Reformed Senior Citizen’s
Society invites applications for the above position by
March 1, 1993.
Qualifications should include:
1. Registered Nurse, or eligible for registration in BC
2. Ability to converse in Dutch/English
3. Geriatric experience preferred.
For further information contact
Mrs. Y. Kobald
(604) 530-9895 Office
(604) 534-5967 Home
Please send resumes to the chairman of the Board:
Mr. CM. VanVliet
18189 - 59 Avenue
Surrey, BC V3S 5R8

CONDOMINIUM FOR SALE OR RENT

In Smithville, close to church and school. Three bed-
room, 1 1/2 bath, A/C, natural gas, garage. Available
immediately. Call 416-957-7482.

The Secret Mission

A Huguenot’s Dangerous Adventures
in the Land of Persecution

by
A. VAN DER JAGT
A MUST FOR ALL TEENAGERS AND ADULTS!

U.s. Can.
Retaif Price $10.95 $12.95
Postage & handling $_1.50 $ 225
Total $12.45 $15.20

JUST MAIL A CHEQUE AND WE SHIP THE BOOKS.*

christian
[RM reading
materials

831 Orchard Drive, Lewiston, NY 14092, U.S.A.

*Make cheques payable to:
Christian Reading Materials

CANTOR ORGAN BLOWOUT SALE!

(Home and church organs!)
All organs 40 - 50% off!!

FIL
CANTOR 726 was $12995  now $6995.00
CANTOR 7026  was$16995 now $8495.00
— as quantities last
— full warranty
O AVAILABLE AT |
&5@ THIE MUSIC CR cupsﬁéiL

oJ
190 Highway 7, Unit 5, Brampton, ON L7A 1A2

Tel. & Fax (416) 455-0797
Open Saturdays 9:30 - 4:30 and by appointment.

'ndent Fmanc
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THE Family Christian

Bookstore Burlington

750 Guelph Line, 1 km South of Q.EW. L7R 3N5
Phone (416)637-9151

We give you the largest selection and the best possible
prices of good, trustworthy Christian literature! Call us
for our latest flyer or inquire about prices.

WELL WORTH A FEW EXTRA MILES

déﬁ,“dntériq LOR 1
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the Windmniill

A “nomad travel protection plan” offers
deluxe coverage while outside Canada,

including emergency financial assistance
for hospital medical care and much more

FOR RATES
INFORMATION AND
APPLICATIONS

PLEASE CALL

PEACOCK, VANDERHOUT & VANDYK
INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
3050 Harvester Rd, (at Guelph Line) Burlington, Ontario L7N 3J1

(416) 632-6192 Hamilton Line 544-9615

AUTHORIZED LOCAL AGENT - JOHN INGLE TRAVEL INSURANCE




