


EDITORIAL

By J. Geertsema

What Determines the Identity of a

Reformed School

Introduction

The previous issue presented to the readers Br. A. King-
ma’s report of the principals meeting in November of last
year. Drs. H. Messelink, the Assistant-Director of the Re-
formed Education Advisory Center for the Reformed Schools
in the Netherlands, was one of the key speakers at that meet-
ing. He also gave a speech at a meeting of parents and teach-
ers in Burlington. Miss J. Kingma wrote a summary of this
Burlington address which was taken up in the magazine of
the Timothy Elementary school in Hamilton. In a number of
ways, Br. Messelink referred to the situation of the school ed-
ucation in the Netherlands. What he said is important for us
in Canada too, | believe. | would like to comment on one
particular point.

However, first of all | want to express my thankfulness
and appreciation for what Drs. Messelink said as to what has
to happen (I quote from the report of Br. A. Kingma): “Our
identity...must be clearly shown: in the philosophy and di-
rection of the school, in the pedagogical views and struc-
tures of the schools, and in the curriculum of the school. The
schools need a Reformed curriculum, but most importantly,
Reformed, believing teachers.” It is only these last words
“but most importantly, Reformed, believing teachers” that |
would like to comment on below, in connection with a state-
ment made at the meeting in Burlington. Drs. Messelink
made the point that it is the Reformed teacher who deter-
mines the identity of the Reformed school.

The reports

However, let me first give the reader a number of quota-
tions from the report of Miss J. Kingma about what Br, Mes-
selink said. The “introduction” reads as follows:

Educational focus has undergone some radical shifts

over the past years. One such shift is the movement

away from individualized instruction to efficient, effec-
tive education that focuses on outcomes. A more recent
development is the generally accepted view that the ac-
quisition of norms and values belongs to the task of the
school. This development is not surprising in the face of
a widespread decline in societal values and norms. Qur
own schools have not been left untouched by the trends
in modern society. Many young people leave the church
or behave unchristianly even though they have re-
ceived many years of Reformed education. This devel-
opment gives reason for a deep-seated concern about
the life of faith of our students. Within the context of

this development, the nurturing of faith becomes an im-

portant issue in our midst. We must carefully examine

once again the unique identity of our Reformed schools.
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Br. A. Kingma reported that Br. Messelink made a similar re-
mark about the situation in the Netherlands when he said
that “the Reformed schools are deficient in showing their
real Reformed identity.”

This is a sad picture and a difficult situation. Caring
teachers will do everything they can to be instrumental in
changing this picture by trying to bring biblical values and
norms across to their students and guide them to accep-
tance. It is also very necessary in such a situation to have
solidly Reformed, caring teachers in front of the class who
know the Scripture and the Reformed confession and
deeply in love with and enthusiastic about both. This
means that the schools in Holland, and it is the same here
in Canada, need teachers who can say with the church
teacher K. Schilder and with the school teacher A. Janse
that it is a delight to be Reformed. Both wanted very much,
and worked very hard for, an education in church and
school in which the teaching itself, in its contents, was fully
in agreement with what Scripture teaches us and what we,
accordingly, confess. It should be a warning for us here in
Canada. We are certainly not immune for becoming defi-
cient as churches and as schools who bear the name of
Christ and the mark of being Reformed.

Miss Kingma'’s report continues with speaking about the
“Unique ldentity” of Reformed schools. First a definition of
identity is given: “Identity refers to those recognizable ele-
ments by which Reformed schools distinguish themselves
from all other schools.” This is done “in two main ways”:

1. Ideologically — our schools are founded upon the
Word of God and the confessions which faithfully sum-
marize the Scriptures. The foundation determines our
view of life and of man.

2. Practically — concrete forms and actions based on
our ideological foundation bring our identity into prac-
tice. We must, however, recognize two pitfalls that affect
the practical working out of our Reformed identity:

a. Superficiality: The identity of the Reformed school
is not anchored in its work plan (curriculum), its text-
books, or its special programs. The believing teacher is
at the center of Reformed identity. Without the believ-
ing teacher, the heart or essence of our identity is miss-
ing and superficiality takes over. Teachers propagate
Reformed identity. For the believing teacher, to work on
Reformed identity means to work on oneself — on the
life of faith of the teacher.

Under b. High Expectations, Drs. Messelink warned that
we should not set our expectations too high since not “ev-
ery methodology and every teaching aid” can be “distinctly
Reformed and be logically deduced from the Scriptures.” He
uses as example different spelling programs. Each child is



uniquely created. This means that the one spelling method
can possibly work better with one child and the other with
another child.

But then the following lines are written to which | shall
come back at the end of this reaction:

The point to be made here is that we expect too much

of the identity of Reformed schools if we expect to

make a direct connection between our Reformed basis
and every aspect of educational practice. It is not the
forms and methods in themselves which distinguish the

Reformed schools. Again, it is the believing teacher

working with the available tools who must make our

Reformed identity flesh and blood.

Under the heading “Reformed Education” Drs. Messelink
stressed the need for the unity of faith in home, school, and
church as vital to upbringing and education. “These three in-
stitutions share a common starting point — the Scriptures as
the infallible Word of God. This starting point leads to unity
in thinking about man, good and evil, and the goals of edu-
cation . . . . Having schools that are supported by a Reformed
community and that are led by Reformed teachers instruct-
ing Reformed children puts us in a unique position. It al-
lows us to speak freely about our identity.”

After this, the point is stressed that “If we are to speak
about our identity in the awareness of the foundations upon
which our house rests, we have to know the foundation as
well as the history of Reformed education.” These things
are very important, indeed. They are self-evident, too. It is a
matter of course, | would say, that a Reformed teacher in a
Reformed school, being a communicant member of a Re-
formed church, knows this foundation of Scripture and
confession. For the purpose to help and instruct Reformed
teachers to know how to teach on this foundation, we have
our Reformed Teachers’ College.

Miss Kingma reports what Drs. Messelink said further:

If all our foundations are religiously based and if all

of education is religious, can we speak about religious
education as a separate entity? Yes, we can if we con-
sider that we demand that our children’s attention be
specifically directed to the tenets of our faith. Learning to
pray and learning math are all part of education. Faith,
however, comes by hearing the Word and, therefore,
separate and direct attention must be given to the Word.
We recognize that regeneration is God’s work, compa-
rable to His work in creation. God alone works the mir-
acle of faith by conferring what by nature is not already
there. And what is given? We receive Christ — we are
grafted into Him and become heir to all His benefits
and gifts (see Form for Baptism).

God works faith, but He uses means and instruments.

He insists on them! God uses three main instruments: the

family, the church, and the school. These three institu-

tions must be one in faith. Teachers may be seen as
specifically trained believers who labour in religious
education.

A matter of regeneration?

Again | want to begin with the remark that [ am quoting
from a report. This must make us careful. | do not have the
text of the speech. Nevertheless, in what is quoted here from
Br. Messelink, | see a shift from emphasis on the contents of
the Reformed teaching toward the stress on the subjective
faith of the believer. For, beside the statement that all edu-
cation in a Reformed school is to be religious, with which |
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wholeheartedly agree, we find the view that our schools
must have special attention for “religious education as a sep-
arate entity.” | understand from what follows that this sepa-
rate religious education has to do with faith, not as faith
that we believe (the contents), but the faith with which we
believe (our believing as knowing and trusting, Heidelberg
Catechism, Lord’s Day 7, Q.A. 21). This believing, this
“faith,” is said to come “by hearing the Word” and is linked
to regeneration. Then it is said that God works regeneration
or the miracle of faith. Again, who can disagree? However,
I have a serious question when at this point it is asked “What
is given?” and when on this point the answer is “We re-
ceive Christ — we are grafted into Him and become heir to
all His benefits and gifts.” In the way this is presented, we
have here the thinking of the Baptists and not of the Re-
formed covenant believer.

Children in the covenant do not become heirs of the
covenant when they are regenerated and become believ-
ers. Children in the covenant are heirs of the covenant and
its promises in Christ from their conception and birth. And
when they grow up, they, just as is the case with the adults,
are called to appropriate (make their own property) what
they have in Christ. Of course, this appropriating by faith
that we and our children are called to do is only possible
when the Holy Spirit works this appropriating in our heart.
It is Baptist thinking, and not in agreement with Scripture,
to say that we who are children in the covenant only then
become heirs of the covenant when we are regenerated or
become believers. Christ teaches covenant children and
adults that they can loose what they have (have in promise;
have in Christ).

This means that the school is seen as instrument of the
Spirit to work regeneration and that the school, therefore,
has to pay special attention to the regenerating function of
the Word. Here I place a question mark. It is true that re-
generation is the work of the Holy Spirit. It is also true that
the Holy Spirit uses the Word of the LORD as the means
through which He works it. But it is, in my opinion, not the
task of the school to make regeneration a special item or a
subject that needs constant attention. Just as parents at home
and office bearers in the church, teachers in school have to
concentrate on the contents of their teaching. As for the
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school, this means teaching the great works of the triune
God, and the consequent obligations for us, His people, in
all the subjects that are taught, from the instruction in Bible
knowledge to the teaching of physics and math. At the
same time, as teachers (and parents and office bearers), we
pray that the Lord will use us and our teaching to work faith
in the heart of the students.

What is the dominating factor that identifies our
schools?

| leave out now what is said under the heading “Goals and
Methods,” with the exception of the following paragraph:

A discussion of goals and methods brings us back to the

teacher as a believer. If the teacher is to propagate the

Reformed identity of the school, then the teacher must

work on him/herself as a believer. There must be a con-

stant search for depth in the life of faith. The only other
alternative is superficiality. Teachers have opportunities
to work on themselves built into their work. Regular
study of the Bible, the confessions, and of church histo-
ry should be part of the teacher’s lesson preparations.

Teachers who live out of faith themselves can show the

children how faith directs all aspects of life.

This working one oneself as a believer is not only necessary
for the teacher in school, but also for the parents at home
and for the office bearers in the church. We all need this very
much. Otherwise, our families and our churches, too, will
lose their character of Reformed, Christian, homes and con-
gregations. Our life must be borne by a thorough knowing of
and trusting in God’s Word as we confess its truth in our
Reformed standards.

However, | have some difficulty with the next statement
in the report of what Br. Messelink said. It says: “The most
important aspect of our children’s education at a Reformed
school is the development of the teacher as a believer.”
This is, of course, most important. Who can deny this? It
speaks for itself. But why must we emphasize this as “the
most important aspect of our children’s education”? Why
must all the emphasis be placed on the spiritual life, the
“spirituality,” of the teacher? In previous years this was sim-
ply assumed as necessary. The emphasis should remain on
the Reformed character of the contents of the teaching. | do
not see this shift in emphasis from the contents of the edu-
cation to the spirituality of the teacher as progress or as a
positive development.

Reformed ministers and other office bearers and mem-
bers. Our identity is our confession, the truth of God’s
Word as we confess it. Of course, the office bearers and
members have a great (practical) responsibility. If they do not
adhere to God’s Word as this is confessed, if they do not
live what they confess, the confession as mark of identity be-
comes a hollow, empty sticker. But the foundational, domi-
nating, bearing mark of our identity remains the truth as we
confess it, and not the subjective, confessing persons. | see
the same with respect to the schools. The basis, Scripture
and confession as they are applied in all the different sub-
jects that are taught, is to remain the dominating, identify-
ing mark. The teachers, with the school board and the par-
ents and the students are called to maintain this identifying
mark. As far as | know, the development of a Reformed
contents of the curriculum for the education in our schools
has not been accomplished yet. Our teachers have still quite
a task on this point. May the Lord grant much wisdom and
strength and persistence here too.



Improving Personal and Family Worship:

By R.A. Schouten

In the first two articles under this ti-
tle, we paid attention to the differences
between serving God in all of life and to
worshiping Him in special times of life.
We also discovered a biblical impera-
tive not only for public, corporate wor-
ship, but also for personal and family
worship. In this article, we will pro-
ceed to discuss a number of practical
specifics for personal or family worship.

Time for family worship.

We can begin by stating that there
is no one perfect time for family or per-
sonal worship. Each family has its own
agenda. Some families are not able to
gather in the morning because father is
long gone. Others find the evening dif-
ficult because children are gone to
classes and various sports events, etc. It
will be helpful for each individual or
family to experiment in finding a suit-
able time frame. Some suggestions
would be getting the whole family to
rise 15 minutes earlier or having supper
a half hour earlier than was the custom
before. Other families would find a
time slot other than meals more suitable,
for example, 8:30 in the evening.

[n any case, we should be aware
that no time is easy! Satan does not
like family worship and will use all sorts
of devices in his efforts to disrupt it.
Therefore, we have to discipline our-
selves and our families to resist attacks
on our appointed times.

If, despite a busy life, father and
mother keep a regular time for family
worship, this sends a clear message to
the children about the supreme impor-
tance of this activity. On the other hand,
if family worship is canceled for the
slightest excuse, young people soon re-
alize the real priorities of their parents.

If possible, we should strive for both
morning and evening worship. In the
Bible, we find Psalms for morning and
evening. Also, both morning and
evening sacrifices were brought in the
temple. Furthermore, morning and
evening worship harmonizes with the

natural cycle of life. When we get up to
work and when we finish our work for
the day, we are particularly aware of our
dependence on God, of our need for His
blessing on our labour and on our sleep.

The key for success in family wor-
ship is planning. Just as we plan our
meals, so we need to plan our spiritual
worship of God. There should be a
habit in our worship. If we continuous-
ly need to make a fresh decision to
worship God in our homes, we will be-
come unfaithful in a short time.

As far as the length of family wor-
ship is concerned, it is important to be
realistic, especially in cases where
younger children are present. In my
opinion, a workable plan would be
something like this:

Morning: 5 minutes, including the
reading of perhaps ten verses of N.T.,
or a few verses of the Proverbs or one of
the Psalms, a time of prayer, thanking
God for His providential care, asking
for a blessing on the labours of the day,
and a short Psalm.

Evening: 15 minutes. Reading of a
longer portion, a chapter or more of
the OT, more extensive prayer, and
singing of one or more Psalms.

Leadership in family worship.

Normally, the father will lead fami-
ly worship. As the head of the house-
hold, ultimate responsibility is with
him. In Scripture, it is above all the fa-
ther who is called to teach and instruct
his children.

Perhaps no single truth is more cru-
cial to the ongoing life of the church in
these days than to have fathers awaken
to their spiritual responsibility of giving
leadership to their families. In many
cases, this leadership is completely
lacking and the effects will most cer-
tainly appear in the children.

In the absence of a father, howev-
er, the same responsibilities come to
rest on a mother. In Scripture, also
mothers are described as having great
impact on their children in family wor-

ship. See Prov. 6:20-27; 2 Tim. 1, 3
(Timothy’s mom).

Also, it is perfectly fitting that from
time to time a father or mother would
delegate certain responsibilities to the
children, such as reading of Scripture or
offering prayer to God. However, the
norm will be paternal leadership.

Having spoken about the time for
worship and necessary leadership in
worship, we continue by examining the
various parts of family/personal worship
in more detail.

The Bible Reading

The first aspect we must deal with
is the family Bible reading. It is hard to
believe, but some families have no sys-
tem at all. When they read the Bible,
their choice is random. Such an ap-
proach to Scripture cannot be edifying
and will only frustrate those who follow
it. There must be a plan! From time to
time, fathers should sit down in order to
devise a yearly arrangement for the
reading of Scripture.

On the other hand, the old method
of reading through the whole Bible
from Genesis to Revelation is probably
not the best idea. Also in family wor-
ship, variety is the spice of life. Who
would like their minister to spend two
years in one book of the Old Testa-
ment? It is helpful to plan a refreshing
alteration in the Bible reading.

In the mornings, the family could
read through the Gospels. A small sec-
tion would suffice. Or, they could
choose to read through the Psalms and
Proverbs, again limiting themselves to
small sections. In the evenings, the
family could read longer portions from
the OT history and prophets. For more
variety, something different could be
read on Saturdays, while on Sundays,
it is an excellent idea to read the portion
of Scripture which formed the text for
the sermon.

It would be best to involve children
in the Bible reading. Each child should
have a Bible to maximize his or her
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understanding and to help discussion.
The children can take turns with the
parents in the reading of Scripture.

A suggestion would be to appoint
one of the children to be a record keep-
er. The child’s task would be to faithful-
ly record the Bible readings for the day.

Another area of discussion is the use
of Children’s Story Bibles. It used to be
that every self-respecting Christian
home had a number of these teaching
tools. Every day, mother would sit down
with the preschoolers and even older
children to acquaint their young minds
with the mighty deeds of the Lord in his-
tory. For many children, that time was
a holy hour in the rhythm of life. The

benefits were enormous. The facts of
the history of redemption were firmly
planted in their minds.

It is important to make a good
choice for a children’s story Bible. You
will desire one which refrains from fan-
tasizing, but instead, sticks closely to
the Biblical text. Also, some of the ex-
amples I've seen are offensive because
of the always hippy-like representations
of our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
One, by Kenneth Taylor, even dares to
include a picture of God on the first
page! Parents may have to excise cer-
tain portions at their discretion.

Examples that can be recommend-
ed include Story Bible for Younger Chil-

dren and the two volume Story Bible for
Older Children, by Anne DeVries (pub-
lished by Paideia Press, 1978). These
volumes are still stocked by various
Christian book and Bible stores. The
Children’s Story Bible, by Catherine F.
Vos, is also a very workable volume, as
is My Bible Story Book by Dena Korf-
ker (Kregel). Older titles include The
Bible History Told To Our Children,
(three volumes by John Vreugdenhil
and Bible, Our Guide (three parts) by
Gesina Ingwersen. It would be good if a
publisher could be found to make these
books available again.

(to be continued)

Do Synods Exist?

By T. Plantinga

Sloppy talk leads to sloppy thought.
This is surely the conviction of Rev.
W.W.J. VanQOene, for he uses his “News
Medley” column in Clarion to set us
straight on terminology and usage. In
the November 6, 1992, issue (see p.
475), he points to “erroneous” expres-
sions regarding broader assemblies. For
example, he regrets the following sen-
tence: “A letter will be sent to General
Synod proposing that Synod meet dur-
ing the month of June instead of
November.” Explaining his difficulty
with this sentence, he writes: “Our syn-
ods do not ‘meet’ in November, for
they do not exist, but they are usually
held in November.”

This is not a trivial concern on the
part of Rev. VanOene, for he has made
such points not only in Clarion on a
number of occasions but also in his
commentary on the church order of the
Canadian Reformed Churches (entitled
With Common Consent). He tells us
that classes and synods “. . . are only
rather short meetings, convened to deal
with the matters brought before them
in accordance with the adopted guide-
lines and they cease to exist as soon as
they have completed their agenda. They
have no permanence in the Reformed
Churches” (p. 132). 1.
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The point he is making does not
seem to be widely understood by his
readers, for the “error” continues to be
made. In this short article | will first try
to explicate his point regarding broader
assemblies, then take issue with his
claim that classes and synods do not ex-
ist, and finally relate this seemingly
small issue to the current interest in Re-
formed ecumenicity and church union.

When Rev. VanOene tells us that
synods and classes do not exist, he is in
effect arguing that we should think in
terms of verbs rather than nouns. Office-
bearers of local churches meet and act
and make decisions — that’s what hap-
pens at “broader assemblies.” Presum-
ably he would say that a party, which is
basically a social meeting, does not ex-
ist either. People sometimes turn the
noun “party” into a verb and say, “Let’s
party!” From time to time, delegates of
Reformed churches in a given area get
together and say, “Let’s classis.”

Suppose | were to have a party at
my house on the first Friday evening of
every month, and that the guest list was
roughly the same for each party. Would
the regularity of those parties allow us
to speak of “the Plantinga Friday night
party” as something that exists? | don’t
think so; instead we would tend to use
verbs in speaking of what happens. We

would say that people gather for fun
and fellowship. And there would be
twelve parties in a year — not a single
party which exists all year long and
gets lively only on the first Friday
evening of the month. 2.

| believe that part of Rev. VanOene’s
point can be captured in this parallel.
A classis does not have a continuing
membership, even though the pastors
will normally show up at every meeting.
(The elders will be delegated by turns.)
A consistory, on the other hand, does
have a continuing membership. And so
| believe that he would affirm that a
consistory can be said to exist. His own
terminology is that the consistory is a
“permanent” body, whereas synods and
classes are “temporary” (see With Com-
mon Consent, p. 133). A consistory has
officers and a continuing mandate. 3.

In the party example, the guests
who gather regularly on the first Friday
evening of the month can easily turn
themselves into an entity with a contin-
uous existence. They might enjoy the
parties so much that they constitute
themselves as a club, appoint officers
to plan the parties and manage the fi-
nances, and perhaps even register and
advertise their name and existence
somewhere.



Part of the VanOene objection to the
language sometimes used by consisto-
ries and bulletin clerks is that a classis
is not a club, and neither is a general
synod. While this might seem obvious
to Canadian Reformed readers, those
who are familiar with actual practice in
the Christian Reformed world know
that a classis can all too easily become a
club. A Christian Reformed classis has
an “interim committee” and a stated
clerk charged with the responsibility of
handling the business of the classis be-
tween meetings and of making certain
preparations for the next meeting. The
result is that classis does exist, and so it
can very well be asked what classis will
do about such-and-such a situation,
even if the next scheduled meeting is
months away. A study of the actions
taken by Classis Hamilton in relation to
the secession of the Mount Hamilton
Christian Reformed Church illustrates
how clear it is that a Christian Reformed
classis does exist between meetings
and constitutes a force to be reckoned
with on a continuing basis. 4.

Now, Rev. VanOene would presum-
ably regard the actions recently taken by
the stated clerk and “interim committee”
of Classis Hamilton as illegitimate when
judged from the standpoint of tradition-
al Reformed church polity, and | would
agree with him. Part of the point of in-
sisting that classis does not exist is to
work against the development of any
climate of thought in which such actions
might come to be seen as reasonable
and legitimate. Canadian Reformed
people oppose the introduction of “hi-
erarchy” into church government, and
rightly so. Thus Rev. VanOene warns:
“Too soon the thought arises that a clas-
sis or a synod is a permanent institution
that is higher in rank and has authority
over the churches that are represented at
it, or over the constituent minor assem-
blies. Any such thought would be con-
trary to the very character of Reformed
church polity and would be detrimental
in more than one respect” (p. 133).

In recent years we have been hear-
ing suggestions to the effect that the
(general) synod is the consistory of the
entire Christian Reformed Church. In
Canadian Reformed ears any such sug-
gestion will sound dangerously mis-
guided, and | agree that it is to be re-
sisted. If synod does not even exist, as
Rev. VanOene maintains, we can hard-
ly regard it as the consistory which
governs all the churches and which is
therefore in a position to issue orders
to local consistories and to classes

(which are then to be regarded as re-
gional consistories). 5.

In all of this | am very much in sym-
pathy with Rev. VanOene and feel in-
clined to applaud his reminders about
correct usage. Yet | believe | must criti-
cize his rule for the proper way to speak
of the work of broader assemblies. My
reason, very simply, is that | do not be-
lieve that his insistence that synods
and classes do not exist enables us to do
justice to the task and authority of these
broader assemblies as defined in the
Canadian Reformed church order.

Consider, for example, Article 37:
“The classis has the same jurisdiction
over the consistory as the regional syn-
od has over the classis, and the general
synod over the regional synod.” The
presupposition here is that such a body
as the classis continues as somehow the
same over a period of time. Moreover, it
even has a name, e.g. Classis Pacific. To
maintain that Classis Pacific does not
exist but that it does have jurisdiction
over the consistories within its domain
is to strain common sense beyond the
breaking point. 6.

Suppose that in a given year Classis
Pacific meets on February 14, and then
again on June 17. On Rev. VanOene’s
strict understanding of this matter, we
have two separate meetings or events
here, just as the Plantinga party in
February is separate and distinct from
the party held in January. And we should
refer to them in terms of their dates:
Classis Pacific of February 14, which is
to be distinguished from Classis Pacific
of June 17, and so forth (see With Com-
mon Consent, p. 138). But might not
the meeting of February 14 take up a
certain matter, fail to resolve it, and
then leave it for a future meeting, as-
suming that some church is willing to
place it formally on the agenda again?
Could a delegate at the next meeting not
say, “When we discussed this matter at
our previous meeting . . . 2 This would
be impossible if the two meetings do not
enjoy some sort of identity and conti-
nuity with each other. Does Classis Pa-
cific pop out of existence when the June
17 meeting begins? 7.

Article 46 deals with church visi-
tors. We read: “Each year classis shall
authorize two of the more experienced
and able ministers to visit the Churches
in that year. . .. They shall submit a
written report of their visit to classis.”
The church visitors get their authoriza-
tion to carry out their task from classis.
But what if classis doesn't exist once the
meeting is over? Does their authoriza-

tion then lose its validity? And are the
church visitors to report to a body that
did not appoint and authorize them? 8.

Consider Article 49: “The general
synod shall be held once every three
years. Each regional synod shall dele-
gate to this synod four ministers and four
elders.” Now, if regional synods do not
“exist,” one is led to assume that each
time a regional synod “is held” (Van-
Oene’s preferred terminology), it must
appoint delegates for the next occasion
when a general synod “is held”: after all,
each regional synod shall delegate . . . .
Of course this does not happen, for
then there would be three sets of dele-
gates from each region at the general
synod — one for each annual meeting of
the regional synod. 9.

Here and elsewhere, the church or-
der presupposes that we may think of
the broader assemblies as having some
sort of continued existence and identity.
Indeed, if this were not the case, the
churches could not even have official
contact with the churches overseas, for
such contact, according to Article 50, is
to be “regulated by general synod.” 10.

My conclusion, then, is that we
should not follow a VanOene rule to the
effect that we may not think or speak
of classes and the general synods as
existing. | believe that such a rule cre-
ates confusion. 11.

My main reason for writing this ar-
ticle is ecumenical, as | noted earlier.
We are now — under God’s leading, |
trust — moving into a phase in Reformed
church history in which it appears pos-
sible for the Canadian Reformed
Churches to unite with a number of
congregations made up of former mem-
bers of Christian Reformed churches.
In the discussions that are currently un-
derway, the two sides are coming to
know one another. Since | stand in the
Christian Reformed tradition and have
close contact with the people in my
tradition, | know very well that there is
considerable apprehension — and even
confusion — about the question what
Canadian Reformed people really be-
lieve regarding the church and the prin-
ciples by which church business is to be
conducted. I'm afraid that what | have
called the VanOene rule will only add
to that confusion: it will seem to
churches in the Christian Reformed tra-
dition that the Canadian Reformed
Churches ar asking that we adopt a
cumbersome and roundabout way of
speaking that requires considerably
more forethought and linguistic dexter-
ity than the use of “Thee” and “Thou” in
prayer. Classis and synod exercise cer-
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tain functions, hand out tasks, and so
forth, and yet do not exist! 12.

What is to be done about the situa-
tion? My recommendation is not that
some basic principle in the church or-
der of the Canadian Reformed Church-
es should be surrendered or toned
down. Instead my plea is that the prin-
ciple in question be explained clearly!
| am asking the Canadian Reformed
brothers to be patient when some of us
on the Christian Reformed side shake
our heads and say, “I just don’t get it!

Classis does not exist, and yet it has
such-and-such continuing responsibili-
ties. How can this be?” 13.

| am in agreement with Rev. Van-
Oene in his concern over the possibility
of hierarchy creeping into our Reformed
church life. The question is how we can
best prevent this from happening. And |
do not believe that the VanOene rule
serves us well in this regard.

| leave it to Canadian Reformed
church order experts to give advice
about the proper wording to be used

when discussing the broader assem-
blies. But | do plead, in this time of ec-
umenical opportunity, for a clear ex-
planation of Canadian Reformed
principles of church order. | believe
there is much in those principles which
independent churches in the Christian
Reformed tradition will find attractive
and Biblically-based. But a positive ex-
position will be needed first. Who will
provide that explanation? Who is will-
ing to undertake the work of removing
needless barriers to union? 14.

Do Synods Exist? Once in a While

A Response:
By W.W.,J. VanOene

Dr. Theodore Plantinga has raised a
point that is not only of great interest but
also of great importance, not in the last
place with a view to discussions going
on with those brothers and sisters who
are convinced that they are not allowed
to stay in the Christian Reformed
Church because of the deviations found
in it. Also, however, for our own mem-
bers it is important to further explain
this point as well as other matters relat-
ed to it.

In order to facilitate an orderly reply,
I have placed numbers with various
parts of Dr. Plantinga’s submission and
this frees me from the obligation to re-
peat what he wrote. Our readers can
easily consult his article.

1. A basic difference

There is a basic difference between
consistories on the one hand, and
broader assemblies , on the other hand.
Consistories are existing bodies, exist-
ing entities, and consistories do meet
once every two weeks or every week
or whenever they consider this neces-
sary. A consistory does exist also when
the brothers do not meet. It is not com-
pletely correct, therefore, to state that |
would rather think in terms of verbs
than of nouns. Speaking in terms of
verbs may apply to broader assemblies
(although they do exist for a certain pe-
riod of time as gatherings that have
been constituted) , it certainly does not
hold true for consistories.
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As for broader assemblies (I would
use “broader” and “major” interchange-
ably to prevent any thought that “ma-
jor” means “higher in rank.” It simply
means that more churches are repre-
sented there than at the local level), we
should not forget that there is an agree-
ment between the churches, laid down
in the Church Order, that these assem-
blies shall be held. We could say that the
phenomenon of classes and synods is
known within the churches, whereas the
classes and synods themselves are held
(or: are actually present within the life
of the churches) only occasionally and
disappear as an existing entity as soon as
the meeting is adjourned.

The term “classis” is used in a dou-
ble sense. It denotes the churches to-
gether in a certain area. That's why we
speak of “Classis Ontario North,” refer-
ring thereby to a certain area in which
specific churches are found, which
churches come together in a classis by
means of their delegates at agreed-upon
times. Insofar as the term refers to a
certain group of churches, we might say
that it is a present reality.

Concerning the second use of the
term “classis,” the very terminology
used in our Church Order prevents us
from considering “a classis” to be an ex-
isting entity. We speak of “classical
meetings,” “such meetings,” the “con-
vening of a classis,” and “cancellation
of a classis.” (Art. 44 C.O.) One cannot
“cancel” an existing body or entity, can

one? In the same article we speak of
“the last classis before regional synod.”
If both classes and regional synods did
exist, the terminology should have
been: “classis shall appoint delegates
to the regional synod at the last oppor-
tunity before the latter is to meet” or
something like that. However, the very
words “before regional synod” show
that regional synods (or general synods
respectively) are no existing entities, al-
though the phenomenon as such is
known and agreed upon.

2. No loose party

The example of a “party” does not
clarify anything. | realize that every ex-
ample requires that we shall look for
and at the tertium comparationis (the
“third” of the comparison), but the ele-
ment that is neglected in this example
is: if there were a society that meets at
regular or irregular times at the Plantin-
ga residence, then that society would be
an existing thing, although it would be-
come “visible” only when they party
together. Dr. Plantinga considers the
possibility that a club is formed. That is
now precisely what the churches have
done (pardon the irreverent expression
“club” in this connection!) when they
formed their federation. It is not the
gathering of delegates from the church-
es (forming a classis) that form the
“club,” but it is the churches that did so.
These churches send delegates to meet
together, to form a classis together at



such times as has been agreed upon.
When they have fulfilled their mandate,
these brothers return to their respective
churches, and the classis which they
formed together ceases to exist.

The permanence in Dr. Plantinga’s
example is not to be sought in the par-
ties that are held once in a while (e.g.
once a month) but in the club the par-
ty-goers have formed. The club is an ex-
isting entity, the parties are not.

3. Continuing membership?

To some extent we may say that a
classis does have a continuing mem-
bership, a classis, namely, understood
as the group of churches in a certain
area. They together form a classis. And
even the various classes that are held
(now taken in the second meaning,
that of “gathering of delegates”) have a
continuing representation: from each
church there always come two dele-
gates to form a classis with the dele-
gates from the other churches. Only
when a new church has been instituted
in that area or a church had to be “dis-
solved” because of declining member-
ship, will the number of members of a
particular classis be changed: instead of
fourteen members there may be six-
teen or twelve.

The same persons may be delegated
to the next classis, and in cases in
which there is one minister in a church,
he will always be one of the two dele-
gates; in some churches even the same
elder may be delegated twice or three
times in succession (this is up to each
church individually), but this does not
mean that there is a continuing mem-
bership in that sense. The brothers
come with credentials, and the creden-
tials are examined before classis is con-
stituted. If a classis were an existing en-
tity, constitution of a classis would not
be required, nor would credentials be
required. But for each successive classis
the churches have to write credentials,
authorizing these two brothers to deal
with all matters legitimately submitted
for their scrutiny and decision. A clas-
sis does not exist until the credentials
have been examined and found in or-
der, and the suggested (suggested by the
previous classis) officers or the moder-
amen have taken their positions. Be-
fore that moment there is only a meet-
ing of delegates; once the moderamen
have taken their positions a classis is in
existence; and once classis has been
constituted and come into existence, it
would be wrong if the chairman gave

the floor to “the delegate from the |

church at A.” He is no longer a delegate
from a certain church but a member of
that classis, bound by his credentials
but authorized to discuss and decide
about the matters that legitimately be-
long to this classis’s jurisdiction.

4. No “interim-business”

A classis can not listen to and adopt
“minutes” of the previous classis, as
this is a different classis. Each classis,
therefore, adopts the Acts of its pro-
ceedings at the end of classis, just as a
regional or general synod cannot hear
and judge the “minutes” of a previous
regional or general synod. That the
membership of a regional or general
synod may vary greatly (as far as the per-
sons are concerned) from that of a pre-
vious regional or general synod respec-
tively does not carry any weight of
argument: it is the nature of the assem-
bly that is decisive: all the broader or
major assemblies are on a level: they are
gatherings of delegates from the church-
es in a certain area, sent to deal with a
certain agenda. When they have done
50, their mandate ceases and they return
home, no longer a member of the as-
sembly because the assembly has
ceased to exist.

In truly Reformed church polity
there can be no “business of classis be-
tween meetings,” as is the case in the
Christian Reformed Church. It might be
that a decision by a classis requires ap-
pointment of a committee to execute
that particular decision, but no new
matters can come up that could be
dealt with by an “interim committee” or
some other official charged with what
basically would be a supervisory task.
When churches come, f.i. with the re-
quest for “pulpit supply,” being vacant,
a classis will appoint a few brothers to
arrange this during the period till the
next classis. Such a committee, howev-
er, is only charged with the execution of
a past decision, but never has the right
to take on a new matter.

Also the position of a “stated clerk
charged with the responsibility of han-
dling the business of the classis be-
tween meetings and of making certain
preparations for the next meeting” is
taboo in truly Reformed church polity.

In the first place: In Art. 30 C.O. it
is clearly stated which matters may be
brought to a classis: matters that could
not be finished in the minor assembly,
i.e. the consistory, or that belong to the
churches represented at that assembly
in common. And then there may be
appeals, as Art. 31 states.

In the second place: at the end of
each classis a “convening church” is
appointed, and this church, not a “stat-
ed clerk” is charged with the prepara-
tions for the next classis. There can be
no “business of classis” to be handled
between two classes. And /F there are
things that require the immediate at-
tention of the sister churches, if, f.i.,
there are great difficulties in one of the
churches for which this church requests
the help of the sister churches or ad-
vice from the sister churches, the con-
vening church, in consultation with the
neighbouring church, can always con-
vene a classis earlier than was decided
at the last classis.

It does happen occasionally that a
call has to be approved in the period
between two classes. For such occa-
sions a classis contracta can be held: all
the churches in the area are invited to
send delegates, but only the convening
church for the next classis and the
neighbouring church have been ap-
pointed to meet as classis contracta,
and they are entitled to conduct the
necessary business, i.c. approbation of
call. The other churches may send del-
egates, but they are not obligated to do
so. This arrangement applies only to ap-
probation of calls or giving a docu-
ment of release to ministers who ac-
cepted a call from a church outside the
area. Acts are made of this classis con-
tracta, and sent to the churches, just as
is done with a full classis.

It was one of the objections of the
Doleantie Churches that at the merger
between the Christelijke Afgscheiden
Kerk and De Gereformeerde Kerk in
Nederland (de Kruiskerken) in 1869, ar-
ticles were adopted that introduced an
hierarchical element by also having a
synodical committee and by speaking
of classes having supervision over the
churches in that area and by using the
same terminology with respect to
provincial and general synods.

I have not seen much information
about the matter of Mount Hamilton
Christian Reformed Church, but | was
flabbergasted when reading that they
lost their possessions. If | recall correct-
ly what I read, a judge declared that
the possessions of the (local) church be-
long to the “denomination.” Perhaps
our readers are sufficiently aware of
what happened in the Netherlands in
1944 and following years to see the
similarity, if not identity of the situa-
tions. | have not followed the develop-
ment of church polity in the Christian
Reformed Church very closely since
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1976, but the very same things against
which we warned in 1976 have led to
this development.

5. A synod no super-consistory

It is correct when it is stated that a
suggestion that a general synod is a
consistory over the whole federation
sounds “dangerously misguided.” |
would call it an abomination and a vi-
olation of the authority of the Lord Je-
sus Christ, an attack on His Kingship
over the church. He has given His of-
fice-bearers only to the local congrega-
tions. Their authority does not reach
beyond the boundaries of the congre-
gation (which is different from: the
boundaries of a certain area). They
can NEVER, by means of delegation to
a broader assembly, assume or give
authority over any other congregation
or group of congregations.

If, as is the case in the Christian Re-
formed Church Order, it is stated that
the major assemblies are composed of
office-bearers, one is on a dangerous
path, the path of hierarchy. The major
assemblies are composed of delegates
who, in most instances are, but not nec-
essarily must be, office-bearers. A small
church with two elders and one dea-
con may be compelled to delegate a
non-office-bearer to a classis, and this
brother will have to be received as a
legitimate member of that classis be-
cause of his authorization by the con-
sistory. It is even conceivable that this
brother, being considered extremely ca-
pable, is delegated to a regional synod
and then to a general synod. Would he
now, by virtue of his having been dele-
gated although not an office-bearer, re-
ceive supervision not merely over the
church of which he is a member, but
over all the churches? What a fallacy!

6. Jurisdiction does not constitute
permanence

As for Article 37, the logical con-
clusion is not at all that “such a body
as the classis continues as somewhat
the same over a period of time.” And
the word “authority” is contraband
here. Once again: no one who has re-
ceived authority from the Lord only
over the flock over which he was elect-
ed and ordained can receive authority
over other churches by means of being
delegated to a major assembly by his
own consistory.

Although | cannot agree in every-
thing with P. Deddens in his inaugural
address on De Ratificering, etc. he has,
| am convinced, shown conclusively
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that our forefathers avoided the word
“zeggenschap” and used “zeggen” in-
stead. The term “zeggenschap” implies
authority; the term “zeggen” only
means that one has a say in certain
things. And that is exactly what our
broader assemblies have. This “say” is
qualified by the provision in Art. 30
concerning the matters a broader as-
sembly is permitted to deal with. One
has to note that this article does not in-
clude the congregation. The consistory
has authority over the congregation; the
major assemblies have a say in matters
concerning the consistories as deter-
mined by our agreement laid down in
the Church Order. The jurisdiction of
regional and general synod respective-
ly is accordingly. To conclude from this
that therefore classes and synods must
exist as a more or less permanent entity
is unwarranted.

If we had put it differently, this arti-
cle would have grown to an unwieldy
size. When we speak of “the classis,”
we are not referring to something exist-
ing but then we speak “qualitatively” or,
if you wish, “generically”: when a clas-
sis is held, this classis has the same say
over the consistories as a regional syn-
od when it is held has over classes,
and a general synod when it is held
has over regional synods. Or, to put it
still differently: a classis, when in exis-
tence for a day or two, is allowed to dis-
cuss and decide on matters concerning
a consistory, matters that are defined in
Art. 30 and 31. The same applies to a
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regional and general synod regarding
matters that concern the churches in a
classical or in a regional-synodical
area respectively.

7. “Till we meet again”?

Classis Pacific cannot “meet” on
February 14 and again on June 17, for
when the one of February 14 has com-
pleted its agenda it ceases to exist, even
though the churches of that area do not
continue as if there were no classical
bond. Thus we continue to speak of “the
churches of Classis Pacific,” but this
does not mean that each church is there-
fore part of an existing “body” or entity.

Classis of February 14 cannot “take
up a certain matter and return to it at
the June 17 meeting,” for the brothers
are bound by their mandate to discuss
and decide about all matters legiti-
mately brought to their attention. Their
authorization to do so expires as soon
as classis is closed. If they are unable to
finish a certain matter, not even when
they have had sessions for two or three
days or, for the sake of argument, three
weeks, this will be recorded in the
Acts of the meeting, and the churches
are to judge whether the brothers failed
in their duties or were unable indeed to
come to a conclusion. But the next
Classis is not allowed under any cir-
cumstance to read the Acts of the pre-
vious Classis and to take up a certain
matter because it was not finished at
the previous Classis! The June 17 Clas-
sis is allowed to discuss the matter
only if one of the churches of Classis
Pacific has the matter put on the agen-
da of the June 17 Classis. If none of the
churches does so, the matter has
“died,” so to speak, and will never
come up again. The agendum of a
Classis is determined by the churches
and not by either the previous Classis
or members of the former who recall
that a certain matter was not finished
“the other time.” It would be wrong to
say: “But the other time WE decided . .
..” “We"” did not decide anything, but
the previous assembly did. This holds
true even if all those who were mem-
bers of the February 14 Classis were
again appointed by their consistories
for the June 17 Classis.

it is therefore incorrect to state that
according to my views “Classis Pacific
pops out of existence when the meet-
ing of February 14 is finished and pops
back into existence when the june 17
meeting begins.” As a certain fixed re-
gion “covering” a certain number of
churches Classis Pacific continues to



exist. As the Classis Pacific of February
14 it ceases to exist and is not “re-
vived” in any way on June 17. On June
17 a new meeting (Classis) is “born,”
and when it dies at the completion of
its agenda, we do not have a Phoenix
that rises from its ashes after three
months. The “institute” of Classes as
such is a permanent thing, classes
themselves are mosttimes ephemera,
day-flies.

It is conceivable that the classis of
February 14 cannot come to a conclu-
sion right away, but has to appoint a
committee to investigate a specific mat-
ter and to come with a report later, let us
say, after four weeks. Then the classis of
February 14 is continued on March 14 in
order to complete its agenda. But this is
basically different from being a perma-
nent institution. No new matters may be
dealt with on March 14; only the original
agenda may be completed.

8. Authorized for a definite period

When Art. 46 states that “each year
classis shall . . . ” this simply means
that such appointment of church visi-
tors shall be done at the classical lev-
el, not regional-synodical or general-
synodical respectively. Not every
classis (if there are four per year) is to
appoint church visitors, but this is to
be done once a year. These visitors do
not report to consistories (although
mosttimes the consistory that was vis-
ited does receive a copy), nor do these
visitors report to a regional synod or to
a general synod, but to a classis. If,
three months after their appointment
they have made all their visits, they
may report to the classis held at that
time, but they do not have to report un-
til the classis held one year after their
appointment.

As for the question whether their
authorization loses validity because
there is no longer a classis: Of course
not. They have been authorized to visit
the churches of that area during the
coming year. Their mandate is valid
until a classis a year after their appoint-
ment. To conclude from the terminolo-
gy used that therefore a classis must be
a permanent entity is unwarranted.

Here we may refer to Art. 48: there it
is said of the deputies appointed by re-
gional synod (generic qualification!):
"They shall not be discharged from their
task before and until synod itself dis-
charges them.” It all depends for what
pre-determined period the brothers have
been appointed to a specific task.

The first General Synod of Homewood-Carman — 1954

In general: all the provisions and
terms of the Church Order must be read
and understood within the framework
of Reformed church polity. Be it far
from me to suggest that the formulation
is perfect. We won't have perfection un-
til the new earth. But whoever reads the
articles of the Church Order and wish-
es to understand them and explain
them, must read them within the above-
mentioned framework.

9. “Each regional synod”

Take, for instance, Art. 49: “Each
regional synod . . . .” Is it not obvious
to any unbiased reader that here we
speak of Regional Synod East and Re-
gional Synod West (same terminology
as Classis Pacific etc.), so that a general
synod will consist of delegates from all
regions? If the number of churches
should grow so much that we could
have three regional-synodical districts,
it is obvious that each of these three re-
gions is supposed to send the delegates
mentioned in Art. 49.That’s what we
have stipulated in Art. 49,

Let me also quote here from Art.
47 “At the close of regional as well as of
general synod the time and place of the
next synod shall be determined . . . .”
We speak here not of “the end of the
meeting,” but of “at the close of syn-
od.” This means clearly: when regional
or general synod has come to the end

of its useful life. We also speak of “the
next synod,” not “the next meeting.”

In the same article 47 it is stipulat-
ed: “At the last regional synod before the
general synod delegates shall be cho-
sen to that general synod.” We do not
speak of “the last meeting of regional
synod before the general synod,” but of
“the last regional synod.” From here we
go to Art. 49, and then it is clear that
the last regional synod of each region is
meant. Thus there is no fear at all that
three times eight delegates from each re-
gion ( i.e. 48 in total) show up for mem-
bership in the next general synod!

10. Contact with other federations
a federal matter

If, from Art. 50, one would draw the
conclusion that there must be a perma-
nent synod, “meeting” all the time, be-
cause relation with foreign churches
“shall be regulated by general synod,” |
must again say that | cannot see how
one could come to such a conclusion.
What is stipulated here is simply that
such contact is not a matter of “local
church - foreign local church,” nor a
matter of “Classis Pacific with Classis
Kalgoorlie,” but a matter of federation
with federation. And since matters con-
cerning the whole federation rightfully
are within the province of a general syn-
od (Art. 30), this is a matter that is to be
regulated at the general-synodical lev-
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el. This is what we have done, the rules
have been decided upon at a general
synod, have been revised by our latest
general synod, and a committee has
been appointed by that general synod to
execute this task. They will report to the
future general synod, the one at Ab-
botsford 1995, the Lord willing. Copies
of their report may be sent to the local
churches, this is done only to keep the
churches informed. They report, how-
ever, to the forthcoming general synod,
for that is the level at which these mat-
ters are to be dealt with. If Dr.Plantinga’s
reasoning were correct, we would have
to have a general synod as a permanent
phenomenon, being constantly in ses-
sion in case something comes up. This is
something even the Christian Reformed
Church does not have.

11. No new rule

I have not given a “rule” when stat-
ing that general synods do not exist. |
have simply stated a fact with which ev-
ery one within the Canadian Reformed
Churches will agree, at least if he or she
knows what has been going on in the Re-
formed Churches in the Netherlands
ever since the Doleantie and is some-
what aware of the switch in church poli-
ty that started around 1924 and follow-
ing years, finding its culmination point
(or deepest abyss) in 1944 It is the fear
that via a wrong terminology wrong con-
cepts will creep in that causes me to warn
every time anew when wrong terms are
used. [ shall continue doing so. It is not
just a question of “sloppy talk leads to
sloppy thought,” but of “wrong terms in-
troduce wrong thoughts and from wrong
thoughts come wrong practices.” One
can see also within the Christian Re-
formed Church what this development
has led to. | take into account that the
Christian Reformed Church came into
“existence” as a result of immigration of
Seceders and that these people never
went through the Doleantie with its cor-
rect concept of church polity. But the in-
fluence of the Netherlands in this field
resulted also in the classical deposition
of Hoeksema in 1924 and the develop-
ment has gone on to the purely hierar-
chical situation of today. | shall do what-
ever | can to prevent such influence from
entering and subsequently ruining the
Canadian Reformed Churches.

12. No fear for confusion

It will have become clear from the
above, I trust, that there is no fear for
confusion, if only one desires to get into
the spirit of the Reformed church poli-
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ty. No compromise is possible between
this and an hierarchical system.

13. Our ecumenical aim

This brings me to Dr. Plantinga’s
ecumenical reason for writing. There
may be apprehension about what we
really believe concerning the church,
such apprehension is unnecessary. | do
not believe any more about it than what
I have subscribed to in the Confessions.
There may be some among us, who
have rather sectarian ideas about the
church, ideas they cannot base on what
we confess. On the other hand, | ap-
preciate the desire to prevent the era-
sure of lines and to resist falsely so
called ecumenism. True ecumenism is
the unity of all those who truly believe
in God and receive the whole Scrip-
tures as His infallible and inerrant rev-
elation, having the heartfelt desire to
live in accordance with His will. This
desire to show this true ecumenism was
also our reason (expressed already at
the first “Classis Canada”) for contact-
ing the Christian Reformed Church. If
our warnings had been heeded, the pre-
sent situation within the Christian Re-
formed Church might not have come
about. Now we do desire unity with
those who have thrown off the hierar-
chical yoke and returned to the obedi-
ence to the Lord of the Church. What
we warned against in our Appeals of
1963 and 1976 has become sad reality.
Why should we not desire unity with
those who, perhaps unbeknownst, have
done what we urged the Christian Re-
formed Church to do via appeals and
via contact with committees?

I do wish to state clearly that there
are two things | would never accept: that
is the Psalter Hymnal and that is the
Church Order as it is in force in the
Christian Reformed Church. In this re-
spect | take the stand that the Church at
Graafschap, MI, took at the Classis of
April 8, 1857, when it mentioned as one
of the reasons why it wanted to break
with what is now the Reformed Church:
of America: “the collection of Hymns,
contrary to the Church Order.” And |
also express the wish that | have made
clear in the above why 1 would never
accept the Church Order as it is in force
within the Christian Reformed Church.

14. Removing needless barriers

I certainly am willing to explain and
have discussions for as long as | am able
to conduct them. | do not demand that
everyone shall be convinced right away
of the truly Reformed character of our

church polity. | realize that it is difficult
for someone to grow into the very “spir-
it” of our church polity (and this cer-
tainly not as something to be distin-
guished from the “letter”!!) when he has
grown up and lived under an hierarchi-
cal system.

Dr. Plantinga quoted from With
Common Consent. | do not claim at all
to be an “expert,” although | have made
this field my special field of study. In
my book — which | only call a “Guide
to the Use of the Church Order” — |
have clearly exposed what, in my con-
viction, is the Reformed church polity. |
am willing to write more about it for as
long as the Lord gives me strength and
ability, and thus to contribute on my part
to achieve what we have been wishing
for ever since the first immigrants from
the Reformed Churches in the Nether-
lands who cast off the yoke, or were cast
out, came here. Tell me what the need-
less barriers to union are, and I'll try to
remove them. | cannot see that what
Dr. Plantinga wrote about in his article
constitutes such a barrier. For by far the
larger part of this article they are barriers
which, in reality, are non-existent.

Dr. Plantinga asks for a positive ex-
position. My question is: “What is neg-
ative in my book in which | have tried
to give such a positive exposition?” Tell
me, and I'll try to elaborate on it, as |
did in this response. What explanation
then are you asking and waiting for?

If and when it comes to a union for
which we both hope and pray, there
should be safeguards right at the start, in
order that we won't get a situation again
such as developed in the Netherlands
as well as in the Christian Reformed
Church. | realize that we cannot take
measures for many years to come, but
my concern is the very start. If we do
not insist on a truly Reformed (Scrip-
tural) start also as far as church polity is
concerned, we shall be in difficulties
again before we are aware of it. When
we start out on the right foot, we can
always call people back to that begin-
ning, if they deviate. If we make a
wrong start, we are certain that the
wrong turn will be taken. We have nev-
er yet seen hierarchy reverse itself!
Stamp it out where it counts!

If, by means of this elucidation, |
have contributed somewhat to a better
understanding and brought unity a step
closer, I shall be most grateful and well-
rewarded.

And: if there are more questions,
I'll gladly try to answer them to the
best of my ability.



RAY OF SUNSHINE

some kind of a yoke to 'bear
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Report on the League Day of the
Canadian Reformed Women’s
Societies in Ontario

Held on October 21, 1992 in Hamilton

On a cool, crisp fall day 442 wom-
en gathered together in Hamilton for a
day of study and fellowship. The day
began with the singing of four verses

_from Psalm 84 and the reading of Psalm
25. In her opening remarks entitled
“Teach Me Thy Ways,” the outgoing
President of the League, Lynn Van-
Delden, emphasized our dependence
upon the heavenly Father in dealing
with day-to-day living.

Following this, Mrs. VanDelden in-
troduced the new President of the
League, Ryma VanRaalte, and an-
nounced that the collection for the day
would be for the Middle East Reformed
Fellowship (MERF). A congratulatory
letter from our sisters in Holland was
read and it was announced that the next
League Day will convene, the Lord
willing, in Guelph.

After singing the League Song, we
read together from Ephesians 5. Mrs.
VanDelden then introduced the essayist
for the morning, Mrs. Adriana Vander-
Ven, whose topic was “Daughters of
Eve — Bride of Christ.” In her essay Mrs.
VanderVen pointed out that we are co-
workers with our husbands, but women
and men have distinct roles, with the
authority of the husband being a God-
given task to ensure that all goes well.
This was compared with radical femi-
nism in which male domination is re-
jected and the Bible is scoffed at as a
handbook for traditionalists. As unbe-
lievers these feminists are under the
curse of sin and separated from God.
They are, in effect, the living-dead.

Mrs. VanderVen suggested a “recipe”
for a marriage which would be pleasing
to our Creator. Take two believers (male
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and female). Let them love one another.
Let them communicate . . . mix these
three ingredients together. Let them ex-
ercise headship of the husband and sub-
mission of the wife. Let them never lose
hope in God regardless of the adversi-
ties they may face. This blueprint for
marriage is not just for married couples,
however. It is actually a guide for the
whole congregation. :

We were reminded that motherhood
is no hindrance to our fulfilment, but
rather we shall be saved through child-
bearing (1 Timothy 2:15). That unselfish
sacrifice of caring and mothering, of
working in kitchen and laundry, is work
in God'’s kingdom. However, this is not
to say that women who are childless
are not saved. Mrs. VanderVen stressed
that all who live and act in the commu-




nion of saint have truly fulfilled lives. All
of us must first seek His kingdom!

God has given us a happy lot, for
He has made it possible for Eve's
daughters to live and communicate
with our Head, Jesus Christ. He has
promised that if we endure to the end,
we will be saved. That is the comfort of
our faith.

We sang Psalm 16: 1 and 3 with
which Mrs. VanderVen had closed her
essay. An interesting discussion fol-
lowed in which it became apparent that
this was a very pertinent topic for Re-
formed women as we are more and
more faced with the world’s view of
feminism. After the discussion we had
the collection for MERF which amount-
ed to $1200. We were then led in a
closing prayer after which we enjoyed a
lovely lunch.

The afternoon session was opened
with the singing of our national an-
them and a special welcome to Mrs.
Versteeg who was visiting in Canada
from Irian Jaya. Mrs. Snow, the music
teacher at Guido de Bres High School,
then turned nearly 450 ladies (and a
few gentlemen) into a beautiful mass
choir. We were all amazed that we
could learn a new piece of music in just
a few short minutes!

As an introduction to the after-
noon'’s speech we sang two verses from
Psalm 119 then listened intently to Rev.
Clarence Stam’s topic, “Tackling Teens
— Trouble or Triumph.” He began by
stating that we raise our children from
birth and find it a demanding task, but
adolescence is an even more difficult
time. Part of the problem stems from
peer pressure which is immense, even
in Christian schools.

Rev. Stam suggested that there are
three phases through which a teen pass-
es. The first is puerile (ages 10-14) in
which the teen is beginning to search
for independence and identity. The
second is puberty (ages 14-17), a period
of conflict caused by more awareness
and more desire for freedom without
knowing how to deal with it. He also
suggested that laying down rules
doesn’t always work since an abun-
dance of rules creates an abundance of
transgressions. He recommended hav-
ing fewer rules, but enforcing them.
Children in this phase may be very
moody. The final phase is adolescence
when the teen is on the brink of matu-
rity. By this point they do not get as an-
gry as they did before.

The teen years are a great adventure
of discovery. However, because teens

have such high expectations, they are
also subject to great disillusionment. Par-
ents need to give them careful guidance
and much love in order to train them to
become independent individuals. We
should let them know that we are there
to listen when they are ready to talk.

Some of the most serious problems
result from conflicts over personal free-
dom, appearance, relationships and
goals. However, we must be cautious
that we do not express so much disap-
proval that the teen feels rejected. We
must remember to praise them more
than we criticize them. We must also
respect our children and show them
what the Lord Jesus requires of them.
They need to be reminded that they are
responsible to the Lord. Hopefully this
will lead them to self-discipline.

After Rev. Stam’s speech we sang
four verses from Psalm 25 then dis-
cussed his speech. It was evident from
the questions which arose that dealing
with teens is of great concern to par-
ents, especially when they see their
child going the wrong way.

As the League Day drew to a close,
Mrs. VanDelden thanked Mrs. Vander-

Ven and Rev. Stam for speaking to us on
such pertinent topics. She also thanked
Martha DeGelder, who is retiring from
the Board of the ILPB, for her many
years of service to that Board. The pi-
anist for the day, Joanne Hordyk, was
also thanked, as were the ladies of the
hosting societies in Hamilton. Lastly she
expressed her thanks to the LorD for
health and guidance which she had re-
ceived to do her work over the past ten
years as President of the League. She
asked us to sing together Hymn 6.

The Vice-All, Lies Schutten, thanked
Mrs. VanDelden for all her work, then
spoke a few words of farewell. On be-
half of the League she presented Mrs.
VanDelden with a covered crystal bowl
as a token of our appreciation. We then
sang Hymn 41 after which Rev. Stam
led us in prayer.

We once again had the opportunity
to enjoy fellowship and refreshments
with our sisters before returning to our
homes, refreshed spiritually as well as
physically.

Willa Dale M. Smid
Recording Secretary
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

Your editorials regarding my com-
ments in a guest-editorial in The Mes-
senger about the November meeting of
the ARC do require some response. |
found your statement of having entered
into conversation with me (your second
editorial) a little strange. | have always
understood conversation to be amiable
dialogue; here, however, | found my-
self being shouted at. But, no doubt,
that is a little over sensitive on my part.
Since the readers of The Messenger
will, for the most part, not be aware of
this “conversation,” | will limit my reply
to this Letter to the Editor. I look for no
further discussion.

Based on previous contacts with
you (and some of your esteemed col-
leagues) | do believe that you have
written with a sincere desire to serve the
cause of the Church of the Lord Jesus
Christ. | have done the same thing. We
differ on some issues. The way in which
you have dealt with some of these
proves my point that denominational
(“organic”) unity will be very difficult
- to achieve. Your maintaining what you
state is the only Scriptural and Confes-
sional view | find rather irksome; your
dismissing any other considerations in
these matters as being of less validity
and even a forsaking of principles
avowedly held dear, | find rather arro-
gant. This is a harsh way of saying it, but
brother, perhaps it is time that some-
one tells you how this comes over. And,
please, do not read this as “Schouls
states that maintaining the Scriptures
and Confessions is irksome,” for that is
not what [ say.

I find it most regrettable that at this
time, when there is a purported attempt
on the part of your churches and other
Reformed bodies to reach out to each
other, you would write these articles.
Your tone insinuates that | do not hold to
the principles of the Secession of 1834
and much of that for which the Free Re-
formed Churches (and the CGKN) stand.
When one asks questions such as “Is
Rev. Schouls willing to give up the prin-
ciple of the Secession of a church-semi-
nary?” and “Does this, then, not mean
that...Rev. Schouls does not maintain
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this confession (sic), normative, obedi-
ent speaking according to God’s Word?”
or “Does obedience depend on the sit-
uation?” one must realize that these are
not neutral questions but they are de-
signed to make the reader doubt the de-
gree of commitment which this Rev.
Schouls may have on these points. Was
it your place to ask these questions and
to do so in this manner?

You have read far more into my re-
marks made at the ARC than ever | in-
tended. You jump from a comment
about possible co-operation in mission
efforts to the information of a hierarchi-
cal mission board. You contrast this
with the Canadian Reformed adherence
to the New Testament principle of the
local church doing missions. Perhaps
you will someday have an opportunity
to read the Free Reformed Mission Or-
der. Meanwhile, please do not imply
that others are not observing that same
principle. You draw the Netherlands
Reformed Congregations (not “Church-
es”) into the picture with respect to a
ministerial training program — hardly
fair, considering the trials in which
they are embroiled right now. It is very
likely that they would not wish to par-
ticipate in such a program but why did
you not mention the fact that we, Free
Reformed, did and with results which
are not dissatisfactory? And we used the
Theological School of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches! You dealt with some
other suggestions in a like manner; in
each instance you took a germ of a
thought and developed it into the worst
possible and most unworkable sce-
nario. As stated, | do find this regret-
table, to say the least.

[ believe that behind all this lies
your concept of the church and your re-
jection of anything that hints at the
idea of “pluriformity.” I find it remark-
able to be accused of Kuyperianism at
this point. Recently, one of your col-
leagues told me that we, Free Reformed
people, are as Kuyperian as can be be-
cause of our acceptance of the idea of
the pluriformity of the church. (I do not
hold you responsible for what others
may say but | guess you would agree
with him.) You must know that “Kuype-

rianism” to a Free Reformed person
has to do with Dr. Kuyper’s views on
the Covenant of Grace, baptism and
justification. Of course, | am aware of
some of the statements made in the de-
bates around 1892 even as you must
be aware of the writings of Dr. Bavinck
who dealt with this entire concept of
pluriformity in his Gereformeerde Dog-
matiek (I refer especially to section 495,
sub points 2 and 4). It is rather unfair to
present this pluriformity matter as if it
first came from the pen of Dr. Kuyper.
Bavinck, correctly, points out that there
has never been the kind of uniformity
which you espouse and that, although
the divisions in the church are part of
the reality of sin, God can and does
use them for His own purposes. “God
loves diversity in unity,” according to
Bavinck. He goes so far as to say (trans-
lation mine): “If we, according to the
New Testament usage of the language,
understand by ‘church’ the local
churches in all of Christendom, then
there are no true or false churches in the
absolute sense.”

Your final paragraph, alluding to
sectarianism on the part of those who
“consider their own specific character-
istics more important than confessional
obedience,” is the big club with which
we have been threatened before. Your
wielding of it at this point underscores
your lack of understanding of the na-
ture of our concerns. How can we argue
against this without appearing to be
what you hint we are — sectarian? How
can we win when, every time we make
a sound about why we are Free Re-
formed, the Canadian Reformed finger
is thrust at us and the question is hurled
at us “Do you hold to the Three Forms of
Unity? Yes? Then we must be together as
one!” Really, brother, if that is going to
be the be-all and end-all of our discus-
sions, | would rather be left alone. [ sin-
cerely wish it will not be this way.

One final thought — the polemical
tone heard so often in your magazine
(directed both inwardly and outwardly)
is disheartening. It surely does not make
you more attractive. The comment
about pleasantries and the promotion of
unity in the “News Medley” of February



12, | found downright painful and cer-
tainly not in concord with what you
perhaps sing regularly, “Behold, how
good, how pleasant is the union when
brothers live together in communion”
(Psalm 133; Anglo-Genevan Psalter!)
Or is my interpretation of that commu-
nion too loose?
With brotherly greetings,
(Rev.) Carl Schouls

Editor’s Comment:
If colleague Schouls does not want
a discussion, and basically argues that
we/l show a lack of friendliness and
kindness, | see no need to respond with
arguments. On the point of the church
and the Union of 1892, | hope to come

back later this year.
J. Geertsma

Esteemed Editor:

Allow me to make some remarks
about the article in the Year-end issue
of Clarion written by Prof. Faber. We all
will agree that Canadian Reformed
people are just as vulnerable for the de-
sires of the world as anyone else. With
Art. 28 B.C. we confess that all and
everyone are obliged to join the church
and unite with it, maintaining the uni-
ty of the church. They must submit
themselves to its instruction and disci-
pline . . .. What are those brothers
and sisters doing who spend 5 or 6
months in Florida? They do not with-
draw from the home church, but is the
home church able to exercise disci-
pline? Unless the whole consistory of
the home church is also in Florida,
that is not possible. The sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper can not be celebrat-
ed either. Discipline and sacraments
are intrinsically related, for the 3 marks
of the church cannot be separated. |
will refer to Prof. Faber’s book, Essays
in Reformed Doctrine. | immensely
have enjoyed reading it. On page 165,
Prof. Faber says: To “the household of
God, which is the church of the living
God, the pillar and bulwark of the
truth, which is built on Christ’s petra, the
administration of the keys of the king-
dom of heaven has been given . . . . In
accordance with the Word of His
church, if that word is witness to His
own gospel. God will judge both in this
life and the life to come.” What we in
fact are seeing is that certain Canadian
Reformed people are on a freewill ba-
sis in dispersion. They all have
promised to submit willingly to the ad-
monition and discipline of the church,
but the church where they are mem-

bers of is not able to take care of them.
Prof. Faber hopes that there will come
a little more flexibility. (In Dutch we
would say: de bakens verzetten). He
refers to the time that the J.V. Bond or-
ganized “zomercongressen.” That was
in fact the start, that the 3 churches he
mentioned, organized worship services
there. People could go there with a
travel attestation so that Christian dis-
cipline still could be exercised. With a
floating population, it is not possible
to institute a church with elders and
deacons. When it is summer again,
people return to Canada and the (even-
tual) church, ceases to exist.

The church should be where the
people are, Prof. Faber says. In the
book | mentioned, he emphasizes that
believers have to join the church. |
never heard that any investigation is
done whether or not there are other
places which are just as healthy, and
which are in the vicinity of established
sister churches. | am not judging any-
one, but let us all be careful that we do
not tie our “needs” to our “ability,” or: if
we are able to go there, then the need
to go there becomes more urgent. “Es-
pecially on the day of rest, we shall at-
tend diligently the church of God.” | am
not saying, that those who go there, are
not, or will not be faithful. But there is
more to a worship service than reading
a sermon, how important it is. If the
Christian discipline can not be exer-
cised in the proper way, then the
church is in danger.

W. DeHaan
Wardsville, ON

Response:

In an upcoming newsletter for Clar-
ion, 1 will write a little more about this
matter and the endeavours of the broth-
ers and sisters in Florida.

J. Faber

To the readers of Clarion:

On Oct. 23, 1992 the consistory of
the American Reformed Church, Den-
ver met with representatives of the
Providence Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Denver to discuss concerns
arising from the article History of the
Reformed Church, Denver recently
printed in Clarion. As the result of this
meeting several matters of misunder-
standing were cleared up, some issues
that divide us were identified, and the
need for further discussion of these is-
sues was realized. Further meetings

have been proposed, for which we are
all grateful to the Lord.

One of the matters of concern to
the OPC brothers was that our article left
the impression that there were numer-
ous, official meetings between our con-
sistory and OPC sessions in Denver to
discuss perceived problems in the OPC.
There were no official meetings of this
sort. Indeed, there was not even a con-
sistory here until the congregation was
instituted in July 1997. Our problems
with the OPC were discussed on an in-
dividual basis with ministers, elders, and
members of the OPC. One brother did
voice his concerns with an OPC ses-
sion numerous times during the 2 year
period before the church was instituted.

In the interests of accuracy and uni-
ty we offer this clarification for your
readers.

Sincerely,

Chairman, M. Pollock
Clerk, P. Bruintjes
Consistory of American
Reformed Church, Denver
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PRESS RELEASE

Classis Ontario-South,
February 24, 1993 in Lincoln

1. On behalf of the convening
church of Lincoln, Rev. G.A. Snip
called the meeting to order and asked to
sing Psalm 46:1,2. He then read Psalm
46, and opened with prayer. The dele-
gates were welcomed.

2. The credentials were examined
and found to be in good order. All the
churches were duly represented. Rev.
R. Sietsma was present as advisor. The
church at Watford had two instructions.

3. Classis was constituted and the
following moderamen was appointed:
Rev. T. Hoogsteen, chairman, Rev.
B.R.Hofford, clerk and Rev. J.
DeGelder, vice-chairman.

The chairman mentioned the fol-
lowing items of memorabilia:

- Rev. D. Moes accepted the call to
Vernon B.C.

~ Rev. R.A. Schouten declined the
call from Grand Rapids

—Rev. K.A. Kok received a call from
Edmonton (Immanuel).

~ Rev. H.M. VanEssen accepted the
call to Ancaster.

- Br. H. Wildeboer, who was for
many years an elder in the church at
London, passed away.

4. The agenda was adopted.

5. The question period ad art. 44
C.0. was held, and it could be noted
with thankfulness, that in all the
churches the ministry of the office-
bearers is continued, and the decisions
of the major assemblies are honoured.

6. The Church at Ancaster request-
ed the classical approbation of the call
extended to Rev. H.M. VanEssen. Clas-
sis decided not to accede to this re-
quest, on the ground that the proper an-
nouncements to the congregation had
not been completed. The Church at
Ancaster was advised to request for a
Classis Contracta in due time.

7. The Church at Watford asked for
a letter of release for Rev. D. Moes, who
accepted the call from the Church at
Vernon B.C.

a. In closed session the report of
the church visitation in the Church at
Watford was read.
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b. In closed session Classis dealt
with several letters concerning the re-
quest of the Church at Watford for the
release of Rev. D. Moes. Classis decid-
ed to inform the brothers about the de-
cision taken with regard to this release.

c. Classis examined the necessary
documents. They were found to be in
good order. Classis decided to release
Rev. D. Moes from his ministerial duties
in Classis Ontario-South, with a letter of
release that is in harmony with the let-
ter of release given by the consistory of
the Church at Watford, showing an
honest picture of Rev. Moes’ ministry.

8. Classis appointed Rev. G. Wieske
as counsellor for the Church at Watford,
and granted the Church at Watford
monthly pulpit supply.

9. In closed session classis dealt
with two appeals.

10. In closed session the reports
were read of the church visitation in
the churches at Ancaster, Grand Rapids,
Rockway and Hamilton.

11. Replacing Rev. D. Moes, classis
appointed Rev. G. Wieske as church
visitor and examiner in diaconiology,
and Rev. J. E. Ludwig as examiner in
ethics.

12. The delegate from the Church at
Chatham at the farewell-service of Rev.
Moes on Feb. 28, br. F. VanGorkum,
was requested to represent also Classis
Ontario-South at this occasion.

13. Pulpit supply for the Church at
Watford was arranged as follows:
March — Rev. Wieske, April — Rev.
DeGelder, May — Rev. Snip, june — Rev.
Ludwig, July — Rev. Hoogsteen and Au-
gust — Rev. Agema.

14. Next Classis Ontario-South will
be held, the Lord willing, on June 9,
1993 in London, ON. Convening
church is the Church at London, and
suggested officers are: Rev. K.A. Kok,
chairman; Rev. T. Hoogsteen, clerk and
Rev. B.R. Hofford, vice-chairman.

15. Censure ad art. 44 C.O. is not
needed.

FEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEﬁ

I 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
MR. AND MRS. W.H. DEVRIES

- Dad worked on farms and factories.

Since retirement, Mom and Dad are busy with volunteer work.
Both are in good health.
— They travel frequently, as 4 of their 8 children live in BC.
— Members of Elora congregation since its institution.
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— Married March 25, 1943 in
Stadskanaal (Groningen).

~ Emigrated to Canada 11
July 1951 aboard “Volen-
dam” with 4 children.

— First to Coaldale, then to
New Westminster area.

— For a couple of years to
Slocan City, in the BC inte-

rior.

— In 1955 to Ontario — Lon-
don area.

— In 1956 to Fergus — still
here.
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16. The Acts are read and adopted
and the Press Release was read and ap-
proved.

17. In his closing remarks the chair-
man, Rev. Hoogsteen, spoke a few
farewell-words to Rev. D. Moes, be-
cause of his departure to British
Columbia. He referred to his ministry
in the Church at Watford and his vari-
ous tasks in Classis Ontario-South, and
he wished him the Lord’s blessing for
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With joy and thankfulness to
the Lord who has made all
things well, we announce the
birth of our son

STEPHEN PAUL

Born February 8, 1993

A brother for Nicole, Mark, Katie
Tonia, and Jessica

Nick and Wilma Torenvliet

(nee Jelsma)

27 Algonquin Avenue
Dundas, ON L9] 1A2
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With great thankfulness to the
Lord who made all things well,
we joyfully announce the birth
of our two sons

JAMIE MARK
and
JARAD ANTHONY
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Born December 23, 1992

Proud sisters:
Stephanie, Dana, Jolene

Mark and Brenda
Van Grootheest
ﬂ] (nee Beukema) ﬂ]
RR 4
Fergus, ON N1M 2W5
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the future. Rev. Moes expressed his
thankfulness for those words. He
thanked for the fellowship he experi-
enced in the churches in this classical
region and commits the brothers dele-
gates and the churches to the Lord.
The chairman expressed the hope
that Rev. Sietsma could leave for Brazil
as soon as possible. He wished the
Church at Ancaster and Rev. VanEssen a
blessed Sunday in connection with the

We praise God and thank Him
for the blessing to our family of
another covenant child

ROBERT EDWARD

Born on January 27, 1993
A brother for
Jocelyn, Billy and David

Rob and Joyce vanAmerongen
(nee Huinink)
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4292 Fly Road
Campden, ON LOR 1G0

Make me understand the way of Thy
precepts, and I will meditate on Thy
wondrous works. Psalm 119:27

With great thankfulness to our
heavenly Father, who has again
richly blessed our marriage
with another covenant child,
we joyfully announce the safe
arrival of our second daughter
whom we named

LYDIA CORNELIA

Born February 13, 1993
A little sister for Rachael Leanne

John and Carla Bloemendal
(nee Devos)
298 Oak Avenue
Strathroy, ON N7G 3T2
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coming installation, and he encour-
aged the Churches at Grand Rapids
and Watford in their efforts to get a
new pastor and teacher.

18. The chairman led in thanksgiv-
ing, and closed the meeting after the
singing of Hymn 6.

For Classis Ontario-South
of Feb. 24, 1993,
J. DeGelder, vice-chairman e.t.

Hymn 65

We thank God, the Giver of life,
for blessing our family with the
birth of

DAVID ROBERT
Born on January 28, 1993

son of

John and Margaret Schoon
(nee Vandenberg)

and brother for
Gail, Kristen, and Peter

76 Tanager Square
Brampton, ON L6Z 1X2
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Praise the Lord!

... for Thou hast done wonderful
things, plans formed of old, faithful
and sure. Isaiah 25:1b

The Lord has granted us our
fifth child, a son

COLLIN DALE

Born December 1, 1992
A brother for Shawn, Daylinn
Andre and Leon
Henry and Val Lodder
(nee Kleine-Deters)

4201-26th Avenue
Vernon, BC V1T 1R2
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With thankfulness to the Lord,
we announce the birth of our
son

DOUGLAS HENDRICK

Born January 19, 1993
Roger and Cathy Kieneker
Lisa, Julie

10317-127th Street
Surrey, BC V3V 5K1
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With great joy and thankfulness
to the Lord, we announce the
birth of our first child, a daughter

TIFFANY ALEXANDRIA

Born February 8, 1993

]] John Luke and Diane Jonker
(nee Smith)

135 Fourth Avenue

Shelburne, ON LON 151
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With thankfulness to the Lord
who has blessed us with the
birth of our second daughter

ALEXANDRIA WILHELMINA

A sister for Nicole

Albert and Tammy Meinen
(nee DeJonge)
Box 3
Delaware, ON NOL 1E0

L
I~
|

I

I

% Born on January 31, 1993
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I praise Thee, for Thou art fearful and
wonderful. Wonderful are Thy
works! Thou knowest me right well.

Psalm 139:14

On January 11, 1993 we joyfully
received from the Lord, the Giv-
er of life, a little girl. We name her

KAITLYN RUTH

John and Val VanderDeen
(nee Holwerda)

=]

A little sister for Laura, Alvin,
Ashley, Daniel, Rachel

Box 2352
Barrhead, AB TOG 0EQ
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With joy and thankfulness unto
the Lord who has richly blessed
us, we would like to announce
the birth of our second child,
ason

JOSHUA RALPH

Born January 31, 1993
A brother for Stephanie

===

Ralph and Nancy Fennema

104-45185 Wolfe Road
Chilliwack, BC V2P 1V5

L

]] On January 31, 1993, our gra-
cious God richly blessed our
family with the birth of another

healthy child, a son and brother

=

JOSHUA HENDRIK

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He
is good! For His mercy endures for-

ever. Psalm 136:1

James and Leanne Moesker
(nee Wieske)
Jesse Mark
Derek James
Danielle Marie

Lot 13 Hopkinson Road
Byford, 6201 Western Australia

Psalm 139:13-16

Relieving all our anxiety, the

Lord has again granted us a

[[ healthy child. With joy and

H thankfulness we announce the
birth of our son

e e
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NICHOLAS EDWARD
Born January 29, 1993

Welcomed by sisters:
Lindsay, Robin, Kayley
Ed and Jackie Dantuma
(nee Hordyk)

21 Brian Boulevard
Waterdown, ON LOR 2H5
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With thankfulness to the LoRrD,
we joyfully announce the birth
of our second child, a daughter,
born December 25, 1992.

RACHEL CHRISTINE

A sister for Faythe
Fred and Sharon Helder

15 Western Avenue
Guelph, ON N1H 6A5
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ﬂJ‘F’Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to

Thy Name give glory. psaim 115:1a

On January 13, 1993 the Lord
blessed us with a son

GRAHAM SCOTT

=]

Gordon and Ina Tams
(nee Bosscher)

Tasha
Luke
Box 31
Barnwell, AB TOK 0BO

We thank the Lord for entrust-
ing to us another covenant child

DYLAN THOMAS

Born January 12, 1993

Richard and Lorraine
Bredenhof

——

A Dbrother for
Sean and Kimberly

3986 184 Street
|] Surrey, BC V4P 1Mb
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With joy and thankfulness to
our heavenly Father, who has

made all things well, we wish to
announce the birth of our son

ANTHONY ABRAHAM

” Born on February 12, 1993

Garry and Jeanette Wattel
(nee Schoon)

]] 236 Sydenham Street

| strathroy, ON N7G 1V3
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There is none holy like the LORD,
there is none besides Thee; there is no
rock like our God. 1 Samuel 2:2

With praise and thankfulness
to our Lord, the Creator of life,
who has again so richly blessed
our family with another son,
we announce the birth of

SAMUEL JAN

Born January 18, 1993

Henry and Corinne dejong
(nee Medemblik)
Nicole, Candice, Ashley
William, Carina, Victoria
RR1
Rockwood, ON NOB 2K0
29th grandchild for
John and Rita Medemblik

18th grandchild for
Bill and Catharine deJong
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With thankfulness to the Lord
who has guided our lives and
brought us together we joyfully
announce our engagement.
SYLVIA ADMIRAAL
and
ROGER LENGKEEK

February 13, 1993
9875 Gracemar Drive
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With thankfulness to the Lord
who has brought us together,
we joyfully announce our en-

|

1

With thankfulness to the Lord
who has brought us together, we

ANTHONY SCHENKEL
gagement.
and
LORI GRIT SARA VANDOOREN
and
are happy to announce our en-
GARY KOTTELENBERG

January 30, 1993

264 Edenwood Crescent
Orangeville, ON LW 4M7
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gagement.

February 13, 1993

Box 400

Waterdown, ON LOR 2HO
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Thou hast multiplied, O LORD my
God, Thy wondrous deeds and Thy
thoughts toward us.  psalm 40:5q

Our heavenly Father has, in His
providence, brought our lives

1
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May God be gracious to us and bless
us and make His face to shine upon

us! Psalm 67:1

With thankfulness to the Lord
who has brought us together, we

together. HELENA BLOKHUIS
PAULINE VAN DRIEL and
and CASON VAN DRIEL
KEN BULTHUIS

Engaged February 8, 1993.
7787 117 A Street.

F\!:JEIEE

joyfully announce our engage-
ment!

107-2040 Cleaver Avenue

Chilliwack, BC V2P 7P1 N. Delta, BC V4C 7T7 Burlington, ON L7M 4C4

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, and
together with our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
Veenendaal and Mr. and Mrs. Albert Beichter, we

MELINDA JOYCE

and
JUERGEN

announce our marriage which will take place, the
Lord willing, on March 27, 1993 at 3:00 p.m. at the
Canadian Reformed Church at Carman, MB.

Rev. PK.A. DeBoer officiating.

Future address:

Box 1083
Carman, MB ROG 0J0
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~ Proverbs 3:6 ~
With gratitude to our heavenly Father, Mr. and Mrs.
Cornelis Barendregt are pleased to announce the
forthcoming marriage of their daughter
CYNTHIA ANNE
to
STEPHEN VINCENT

son of Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Onderwater.

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on
Friday, April 2, 1993 at 7:00 p.m. in the Canadian
Reformed Church in Smithers, BC.

Rev. B.]. Berends officiating.

Future address:

Box 2403
Smithers, BC V0] 2NO
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THANK YOU

We wish to express our heartfelt thanks to everyone
who joined us at our open house or sent cards to make
our anniversary a special occasion. Thank you also for
the many plants, flowers and other gifts.

Mr. and Mrs. C.Y. Nobel

==

1963 ~ April 13 ~ 1993

For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures for evet,
and His faithfulness to all generations. Psalm 100:5

With great thankfulness to the Lord, who has kept
them in His care, we wish to announce the 30th
Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and
grandparents.

GERARD J. and JOHANNA (Anky) NORDEMAN
(nee Nederveen)

Chatsworth, ON: Gary and Natalie Nordeman
Alisha, Gavin, Meghan, Shane

Eric and Jackie Nordeman
Danielle, Gregory

F
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Hamilton, ON:

Ancaster, ON:
Langley, BC:

Brian Nordeman and Erna Jans

Walter Nordeman and

Patricia deHaas

Rick and Michelle Nordeman
Madelyn

Albert Nordeman and Tracy Bos

Burlington, ON:

Milton, ON:

Milton, ON: Sharon Nordeman and

Peter Oosterhoff

Milton, ON: Monica Nordeman and Don Bos
5460 Bell School Line
RR 6, Milton, ON L9T 2Y1

1968 ~ March 16 ~ 1993

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never ends . . . .

1 Corinthians 13:7,8a

We thank the Lord for all His care and blessings as
we joyfully celebrate the Silver Wedding Anniver-

sary of our dear parents
MURRAY and LIZ HOFSINK (nee Alkema)
% Fergus, ON: Henk and Edith Blom
Smithville, ON:  Greg
Margo and Wijnand
Tim
Amy
May
m Box 121
| Smithville, ON LOR 240

LEEEEEEE: =

122

|
-

I S

T
|

EEEEEEEEW

1958 ~ March 22 ~ 1993

Burt seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be yours as well. Matthew 6:33

With thankfulness to the Lord we announce the
35th Wedding Anniversary of our parents and
grandparents.

HENRY and FENNY SLAA (nee de Roode)

Winnipeg, MB: ~ William and Cathy
Rachel, Martin, Gregory, Derek

Henry and Judy
Crystal, Darcie, Sheldon, Erin m

Edward and Marianne H
Jonathan, Annemarie

Calgary, AB: Charles and Bonnie
Dayna, Jared, Karlee
Edmonton, AB: Richard and Shelly De Vries m

Hamilton, ON: James and Miriam Den Hollander

Winnipeg, MB: ~ Harold and Valerie DeWit
7 Brewster Bay m
Winnipeg, MB R2C 2X2 m
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1953 ~ March 25 ~ 1993 m

And the peace of God which transcends all understanding m
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

With thankfulness to the Lord who has kept them in
His care, we joyfully celebrate the 40th Wedding
Anniversary of our parents and grandparents m

B. DUURT (Dick) KAMSTRA
and
WEIKE E. KAMSTRA (nee Vandermolen)
Burlington, ON:  Annette and Walter Smeding
Wendy, Leah, Krista, Lindsey

Peter and Donna Kamstra
Shawn, Stacey, Michael

Salmon Arm, BC:

Burlington, ON:  Jim and Jennifer Kamstra H]
Kimberley, Jeffrey, Gregory
Andrea
Burlington, ON:  Rick and Janis H
Edmonton, AB:  Fran and Brian Knight
Julia, Victoria, James
Burlington, ON:  Joan and Hubert Bethlehem m

Derek, Christopher, Melissa

Open House, D.V,, Saturday, March 27, 1993, 2-4 p.m.
at the Ebenezer Canadian Reformed Church,
Burlington.

3523 Braemore Place
Burlington, ON L7N 2N1
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1943 ~ March 25 ~ 1993
As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is
round about His people. Psalm 125:2

With thankfulness to the Lord, we wish to announce
the 50th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents,
grandparents, and great-grandparents

WILLIAM H. and JANET de VRIES (nee Hoeksema)

Fergus, ON: Bill and Elly Devries

Elsa, Joanne and Reggie
McGahan, Rick, Jenn, Kim,
Karen, Leslie, Lisa

I=1—H}

Smithers, BC: Warn and Jenny Devries

Bill and Jean Devries, Carolyn
and Rob Huttema, Derrick,
Jerry and Beth, Janet and Ed,
Clifford, Bernice, Patricia

Lee and Jake Bredenhof

James, Jesse, Reuben,
Raymond, Byron

Victor
Dorothy and John Bysterveld
Judy, Linda, Darryl, Carla
Dinah and Conrad van der Horst
David, Kyle, James
Rob and Marian Devries
Alida, Glen, Marli, Danny
Monica and Nick Van Luik

Henry, Robert, Joanne,
Danielle, Darren

Open House will be held, D.V,, on Saturday, March

27 from 2:30 to 4:30 at the Maranatha Canadian Re-
formed Church at Fergus.

Cloverdale, BC:

London, ON:
Cloverdale, BC:

Langley, BC:

Orangeuville, ON:

Beamsville, ON:
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1968 ~ April 5 ~ 1993
Text: Psalm 121:1,2

1 lift up my eyes to the hills.
From whence does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

With thankfulness to the Lord, we joyfully announce
the 25th Wedding Anniversary of our parents
BERT and DIANE NIEZEN (nee Jonker)

Their thankful children
Brian and Nancy-Jo
David
Ed
Chris

RR 5, Belwood, ON NOB 1J0

L

For the many tokens of kindness and sympathy that I
received from all across Canada and elsewhere, dur-
ing the sickness and after the passing away of my dear
husband

HINDRICK JAN WILDEBOER

I express my heartfelt thanks. To know that your
thoughts and prayers are with me gives me much
comfort.

Janny Wildeboer

250 John Street, Fergus, ON N1M 1E9

1963 ~ March 30 ~ 1993
Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circum-

stances. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18a

With thankfulness to God we joyfully celebrate the
30th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and
grandparents.

RAY and AGNES ELLENS (nee Zietsma)

Although not without sorrow, God has richly
blessed them and given joy and comfort in abun-
dance. May He continue to bless them in the years
to come.

Flamborough, ON: Kim and Tom Bouwman
Justin, Christiaan, Calvin
Grimsby, ON: Karen'l', Colin, Krista and Cameron

442 Ridge Road West
Grimsby, ON L3M 4E7

LEEEEE

Romans 8:31-39

The Lord in His goodness has taken to Himself my
beloved husband, our father and opa

JAN GELDERMAN

October 21, 1920 ~ February 9, 1993

We give thanks for every day the Lord allowed him
to be with us and we go forward in the assurance that
He will continue to guide us with His Fatherly Hand.

Burlington, ON:  Ali Gelderman (nee DeOlde)

Waterdown, ON: Hank and Coby Gelderman

Valerie, Michelle, Aileen, Jan

Benjamin

Gertrude and Solke DeBoer
Philip, Micheal, Stanley, Brian

Albert and Sylvia Gelderman
Neal, Jonathan, Lindsay, Robert
Amber

Flamborough, ON: Harry and Yolanda Gelderman
Justin, Brandon, Nathan, Tyler
Sheldon

Janetta and Bob Howson
Cam, Brad, Carolyn

Correspondence address:
491 Karen Drive
Burlington, ON L7R 3]2

Delta, BC:

Abbotsford, BC:

Burlington, ON:
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On February 9, 1993, the Lorb, in His infinite wisdom
took our brother

JAN GELDERMAN

into His eternal glory, where there is neither pain nor
suffering. May his family be comforted in this sure
knowledge.

We want to express our gratitude to the LORD for the
many years our brother faithfully served the League
of Canadian Reformed School Societies as adminis-
trator. In doing so, he served many of our schools and
teachers.

On behalf of the LCRSS,
L. Kampen and C. Lindhout

On February 9, 1993, the LORD took unto Himself our
friend

JAN GELDERMAN

Although we will sorely miss him we are comforted

by God’s promise in Romans 8:38-39. May these

words also comfort Ali and her children and grand-
children.

Bill and Evelyn Horsman

Ule and Coby Krikke

Gerry and Joanne Kuik

Tony and Diny VanderHout

Tony and Adriana VanderVen

The consistory of Burlington South extends its con-
dolences to our Sister Ali Gelderman and family at
the passing, into Glory, of our brother and former
consistory member

JAN GELDERMAN

Psalm 4:8: In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for Thou
alone, O Lord, makest me dwell in safety.

THANK YOU

On behalf of the membership and board of Dufferin
Area Christian School of Orangeville, Ontario, we
would like to thank the person who donated $5,000 to
our society. This money you have donated, certainly
helps carry the burden of our society to provide Chris-
tian education to covenant children.

For the board,

Sec. Jon Groen

On February 9, 1993, it pleased the Lord, in His infinite
wisdom and mercy, to take unto Himself, our brother
and longtime member of our society

JAN GELDERMAN
We pray that the Lord may comfort his wife and chil-
dren with the words of LorD’s Day 1.

Men's Bible Study Society
of Burlington South, ON

On February 9, 1993, the Lorp called home our brother
JAN GELDERMAN

We are deeply grateful to the LOrRD our God for our
brother’s commitment to Reformed education and
his dedicated service to the Teachers” College as gov-
ernor and treasurer over a period of more than fifteen
years since its inception.

With the Gelderman family, we rejoice in the promis-
es of our faithful God whose mercy is unfailing over
all those who seek Him unceasingly.

Psalm 42:2

The Board of Governors, Faculty, and Students
Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers” College

Come to the Beautiful Bulkley Valley
The
EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL

of Smithers and Houston, BC is in need of
ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

both in the primary and in the intermediate division
for the 1993/'94 school year. We also have a possible
opening for a

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

Area of greatest need is Social Studies but those other-
wise qualified are also encouraged to apply. The suc-
cessful applicant has a strong commitment to Re-
formed education and a high level of professional
dedication.

We offer a competitive wage and benefit package,
excellent facilities, a favourable teacher/student ra-
tio, and a team approach.

About Smithers? Goede wijn behoeft geen krans!
For more information call the principal

Henk Van Beelen
at (604) 847-3492 (school)
or (604) 847-5924 (home)

Applications should be directed to Tineke Hamelink,
secretary of the board of the Canadian Reformed School
Association of Smithers, BC, PO Box 3700, VOJ 2NO0,
Canada, or fax to the following number (604) 847-4786.
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The board of
EBENEZER CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL
of Chatham invites applications for the position of
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER

It is the board’s wish that kindergarten be added to our
grade school this fall. the position would involve 2
full days per week possibly increasing to 3 days per
week in the latter part of the school year. Anyone in-
terested in this position is urged to apply to the secre-
tary of the education committee:

Anita Bos
RR 2
Thamesville, ON NOP 2K0
(519) 692-5432

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Smithville
and surrounding district, operating the

JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
invites applications for
TEACHERS

Duties to commence in September.

For information phone Miss J. Kingma (Principal) at the
school (416) 957-2341.

Send applications to:
Mr. A. Schutten
Secretary of the Education Committee
2981 Thirty Road
Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

THE CANADIAN REFORMED SCHOOL SOCIETY
OF OWEN SOUND AND DISTRICT

will begin a school D.V. in September 1993. There will
be approximately 20-25 students. The Board therefore
invites applications for a:

TEACHER
For Grade 1-8 for the 1993/94 school year.

For information call:
Mrs. Julie Kruisselbrink
(519) 934-2608

Applications may be sent to the Education Committee
in care of:
Myr. Henry Bosscher
RR 8
Owen Sound, ON N4K 5W4

The Board of
DUFFERIN AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

of Orangeville, ON
invites applications for
the position of

PART-TIME TEACHER
for the 1993-1994 school year.

For information call the principal

Mpr. H. Janssen
(519) 941-4368 School
(519) 941-3259 Home

Please send applications to the secretary

¢/ o Dufferin Area Christian School
PO Box Laurel
Laurel, ON LON 1L0

IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Winnipeg, Manitoba requires a
TEACHER

for the primary grades as of September 1993.

Our school has: ¢ Kindergarten to Grade 12
¢ an enrolment of about 150
* 9 full-time staff members

For more information, we invite you to contact the
principal
My. Arthur Kingma
Phone: (204) 661-8937 (School)
(204) 663-9069 (Home)

Applications may be submitted to:

Education Committee
Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2C 379

The Board of
CREDO CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL

invites applications for two teaching positions.
Training and experience in

ENGLISH
HOME ECONOMICS (Foods & Nutrition)
ART

is a definite asset. Teachers with other areas of interest
are also encouraged to apply. Part time positions may
be considered.

For more information please contact the principal
M. E. Vanderboom (604) 530-5396 (School)
530-8965 (Fax)
534-8837 (Home)
Please direct all correspondence to
Credo Christian High School

P.O. Box 3457
Langley, BC V3A 4R8
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The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society
of Fergus/Guelph and District Inc. invites applications
for a
TEACHER
for the

PRIMARY/JUNIOR GRADES

in the Maranatha Christian School.
Duties to commence September 1993

For information call the principal
My. P. Witten at (519) 843-3029 (school)
or at (519) 928-3016 (home)

Mail inquiries or application to the school’s address:
Maranatha Christian School
RR 3
Fergus, ON N1M 2W4

The Canadian Reformed School Society of London
and District operating

COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
is accepting applications for the position of
TEACHER - GRADES 1/2

Covenant Christian School offers grades 1-8 in a
four classroom arrangement with four full-time staff
members.

All applications will be handled with the strictest
confidence. Applications should be directed to the
following address
Myr. Frank Oostdyk
Education Committee Chairman
PO Box 370
Delaware, ON NOL 1E0

CREDO CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
OF
BRAMPTON and TORONTO

Invites applications for the position of
PRINCIPAL/TEACHER (GRADE 7 & 8)

Our school has ¢ Kindergarten to Gr. 8
* An enrollment of about 85
« 4 Full-time and 2 Part-time teachers

Recently expanded facilities include
* An extensive library
* A gymnasium
* In-class computer

For information, please contact the principal

Myr. A. van Overbeeke
School: (416) 851-1620
Home: (519) 941-4394

or Mr. H. Kampen, chairman of the Board
Business: (416) 669-9455
Home: (416) 884-6650

Please send applications to the

Education Committee
c/o G. Boot
31 Pemberton Road
Richmond Hill, ON L4C 3T5

THE
TIMOTHY CANADIAN
REFORMED SCHOOL SOCIETY
Hamilton, Ontario

invites applications for the position of
TEACHERS

in the primary and grades 6, 7 or 8 areas and the
LEARNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM commencing
at the beginning of the 1993-1994 school year.

For information contact the principal,

Mr. H. Nobel
RR 1, Caledonia, ON NOA 1A0
School: (416) 385-3953
Home: (416) 692-5502

Applications to be addressed to:

Education Committee
¢/o . Schutten
527 Carluke Road
RR 2, Ancaster, ON
L9G 3L1

In anticipation of several possible vacancies, the Board
of Directors of the Canadian Reformed School Society
of Burlington, Inc., solicits applications as follows:

COVENANT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
(Flamborough)

PRINCIPAL/TEACHER
TEACHER (Primary Division)
PART-TIME (50%) TEACHER

Persons interested in Special Education, and Language
Arts/Math (Gr. 3-6) are urged to apply.

For information contact the principal
Mrs. C. van Halen-Faber

(416) 689-3191 (school — phone/fax)
(416) 689-0132 (res.)

EE

JOHN CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
(Burlington)
TEACHER (Primary Division)

For information contact the principal

Mr. FEC. Ludwig
(416) 634-8015 (school — phone/fax)
(416) 335-8311 (res.)

Duties to commence: September 1, 1993

We offer a positive working climate within a supportive
staff, student and parent community.
Mr. ]. Scholtens, Chairman of the Board

(416) 632-9637 (res.)
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THE BOARD OF COVENANT
CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS’ COLLEGE

invites applications from
STUDENTS

for the 1993-1994 academic year.

Admission Requirements:

For the 1-year Diploma of Education programme:
— a suitable university degree.

For the 3-year Diploma of Teaching programme:

—a grade XII diploma with university entrance equiv-
alence.

Special provision may be made for students who have

completed one year of university or college studies to

be admitted to the second year of the Diploma of

Teaching programme.

Applicants with good standing in ENGLISH and
FRENCH will be given preference.

Please contact the College at (416) 385-0634 for addi-
tional information or write to:
COVENANT Canadian Reformed Teachers” College
PO Box 20179, 856 Upper James
Hamilton, ON L9C 7M5

The Board of
DUFFERIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Carman, Manitoba
invites applications for
FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME TEACHERS

as of August 1, 1993

Openings are available at the primary, as well as the
senior level.

Preference will be given to candidates with experi-
ence in:

* Kindergarten
* Specialties in Math and Science
For more information contact the principal
Mpr. S.F. Nap
School: (204) 745-2278
Home: (204) 745-3688
Send applications to the secretary of the School Board:

My. John Veldman
Box 322, Carman, MB ROG 0J0

The Board of Mission Aid Brazil at Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada
Invites applications for:

TEACHER - MISSION AID WORKER (COUPLE)

To be sent out to the mission field at Macei6, Alagoas,
Brazil

Applicants must be:

— Communicant members of a Canadian Reformed
Church, or of a sister church thereof

— Able to teach all elementary school grades (some ex-
perience preferred)

— Able to speak or willing to learn Portuguese

Primary tasks of the successful applicant(s) will be:

— To teach the children of the mission workers

— To help establish a Christian school in Macei6

— Aiding in Bible study classes and Sunday School
work for the young

Further information can be obtained from the chairman:

Myr. K. Post
36 Durham Road
Stoney Creek, Ontario
Canada L8E 1X1
Telephone 416-662-8954

Applications should be sent (by May 15) to the
secretary:
Mr. ]. Nichol
36 East 14th Street
Hamilton, Ontario
Canada L9A 4B2

ANNUAL LEAGUE DAY OF THE
CANADIAN/AMERICAN REFORMED
MEN SOCIETIES

TIME: Saturday, March 27, 1993 10:00 a.m.
PLACE: Maranatha Christian School, Fergus, ON
SPEAKER: Rev.J. Huijgen

TOPIC: “FATHER, WHERE ARE YOU”

The role of the father in the family.
Scripture references: The book of
Proverbs, and the New Testament letters
dealing with Christian “houserules.”

EVERYONE WELCOME

REQUIRED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Due to rapid corporate growth and promotion from
within, Premier School Agendas Ltd. is in need of a sales
representative for “the Canadian Maritime Region.”

This position will be effective September 1, 1993.
Salary will be competitive, all the usual fringe bene-
fits will apply.

Premier School Agendas Ltd. is a progressive growth
oriented company, marketing its products to educators
and administrators on a North America wide basis.

This is a challenging position for the right person with
opportunity for personal growth. Please forward per-
sonal references and resume to:

The General Manager
Premier School Agendas Ltd.
Suite 100
31212 Peardonville Road
Abbotsford, BC V25 5W6
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THE Family Christian

Bookstore Burlington

750 Guelph Line, 1 km South of Q.EW. L7R 3N5
Phone (416)637-9151

We give you the largest selection and the best possible
prices of good, trustworthy Christian literature! Call us
for our latest flyer or inquire about prices.

WELL WORTH A FEW EXTRA MILES

The Secret Mission

A Huguenot’s Dangerous Adventures
in the Land of Persecution

by
A. VAN DER JAGT
A MUST FOR ALL TEENAGERS AND ADULTS!

uU.s. Can.

Retail Price $10.95 $12.95

Postage & handling $ 1.50 $ 2.25

Total $12.45 $15.20

JUST MAIL A CHEQUE AND WE SHIP THE BOOKS.*
christian *Make cheques payable to:
[RM reading Christian Reading Materials
materials

831 Orchard Drive, Lewiston, NY 14092, U.S.A.

JOE A. BOERSEMA, R.R.S.
Sales Representative

A professional who honours the Lord’s Day!

It is my privilege to assist you with
competence and confidentiality in all
your buying and selling needs.

% Ak RF/MK roseland realty Itd.

720 guelph line

burlington, ontario L7R 4E2
bus: (416) 333-3500

res: 333-1753 fax: 333-3616

GO

with
Goliger’s Travel
Call Grace Visscher

for special low fares to all
popular destinations such as
Amsterdam

from all major centres
from Canada and the U.S.A.
Tel. (604) 533-1635 Fax (604) 533-6661
Res. (604) 530-9293 Toll free 1-800-665-4419

GIVE US A TRY BEFORE YOU BUY

. abbey auto parts
W We’ve
Expanded

Now with TWO Locations to serve you

1027 Speers Road 889 Fraser Drive
Oakville Burlington
844-3264 639-1261

Full range of auto Highway #5

parts and supplies | ¢ o 2

including paint and |¢ 5 z

X P [}

auto body needs. 3 2 g
L

Harvester Road

Automotive machine shop service.
Come in and see us!

Arend and Diane Driegen




