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Children are often to eir fangua ge Il
point is let no cru d e or unseemly term paeg over your |i
Watch what you say! Our heavenly Father also tells H chil-
dren “Watch your a gwﬂ 21" The implications are both
troubling and exhilarating wz?h respect to our place and
task as Christians fn Father's world.

Troubling, for the | language that is in regular u
riorating and shc:w;ng clear si gns of a cdi,cz ve godless
memai;ty. Swearing and obscene %:mgﬂ ge are becoming in-
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creasingly comm@np?ace in the meuxa But also on a more
subtie level we need to be on the alert. Old words have been
given a new meaning to mask the Lorm: of death and sin
For example, “euthanasia” which originally meant an easy
natural death now means the active ending of life, that is
killing. What used to be called homosexual (and con-
demned by that term in Scripture) is now described as “gay.”
AIDS (found especially among Hamosexuaf ) is often de-
scribed as a risk for those who are “sexually active.” The
euphemism means those who live in homosexual sin. But
such direct terms as sin must not be used for that speaks of
right and wrong and modern man does not want to hear of
it. More examples could be given. As Christians we cannot
aaept such morally corrunt !anguage of the world to hide the
repuisiveness of the sin involved.

The secular mindset not only redefines old terms for its
purpose but also creates new ones in an attempt o give
expression to its view of reality. Take for example, the
term “weekend” which first appeared in the previous
century and has become an immensely popular term. On
Monday already, everyone, so it seems, is already look-
ing forward to the weekend, a time of pleasure and fun. By
using the word “weekend,” the Sunday is no longer the
first day of the week but has become part of the “week-
end.” Indeed, the significance of Sunday has become vir-
tually obliterated in our society. Not surprisingly, it is be-
coming increasingly d gffzcuia to find dzanes {and in some
cases cdienda?s; that still start the week with the day of
Christ's resurrection. Do we as Christians want a'wt"a%ng to
do w&iiﬂ sn is devaluation of the Sunday, also in the way we
speak of the Saturday and Sunday? The process af re-
working anwage to reflect a godless culture is so far ad-
vanced that the overwhelming majority of people in the
United States no longer know whar a ;efauveéy simple Bib-

fical term like ‘”’gaspeé means.' There is no reason to
suppose that the situaiiﬁa s any different in fanaaw
This is the world we live in. A world that also in its use
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This situation is most troubling for us as Christians and
it must make us very careful in our own use of 5&?!5& jage. Cur
witness should be clearly understandable and we must
therefore use current words; but, our 5;3%3\ ing should not
participate in the ungodly trends of the day. Yet, although
*;ros:b!; , there is also something exhilarating about the pre-

?f?‘aueﬁﬂe to present a dear Christian testimony also in
the way we use our iongue 1 today’s society.

Yes, exhilarating, for we have a God who is for real.
Qur heavenly Father is active in this world. Although our
hearts too are inclined to all kinds of iniquity, He creates
new hearts and lives whiiiﬂ can give evidence of His work of
renewal in this fallen world! “Out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaks” {Matt. 12:34). This also counts for
Christians. Christian mouths may shaw what lives in their
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hearts. That is a privilege aﬂ( a divine de mand
We can only do God's desire in this respect if we > rea lize
that God works new life in us by His Word aﬁcﬁ pirit. The

Spirit of renewal works through the Word. We thezem;e neﬁd
to be moulded by the Word of God. Not the spirits of the
day are to shafF our mindset and n@haht patterns, but the
oiv Spirit! Do we give God our prime time to shape our
thoughts and minds, or does He get the left overs? God's
.woxd says “Above all else, guard your heart for from it flow
the springs of lifel” (Prov. 4:23). The halimark of a Reformed
lifestyle should be to saturate the heart, the very centre of
our consciousness, with the Word of God. “] have laid up Thy
word in my heart that | may not s*m against Thee” (Ps.
HQ’H‘ Th en we live under the influence of the Word and
Spirit in the fullness of life and we are enabled to “take

every thoug ?‘r captive and make it obedient to Christ” (2

Cor. 10:5}. T%e n uas ?onuués and mou h:s will also bo a
fountain of life ee of life (Prov. 10:17; 15:4) in a world
which is full of deatt zma dead ends. In such a tongue God
is at work by His Spi {F*muga the mouths of His children

to work life aﬂd renewal.

Watch vour E? nguage! Yes, for iif‘s Fati;ef world and
He is listening. He wanis His work of renewal to continue
in our lives and in this world. “Search m«w O God, and know
my heart! Try me and r:.@uv rm/ thoughts! And see if there be
any wicked way in me and lead me in the way everlasting!”

ericans Don't Know Common urch Term
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Read Acts 8:26-40:

. and the eunuch . . .

went on his way rejoicing.”

AN INCLUSIVE CHURCH

The liheral Protestant churches rejoice that “. . . God,
whe is the parent of humankind, has made the church an
inclusive family.” We are told that we may exclude no
one. One such church has stated:

There is a variety of sexual orientations: homosexual,

bisexual and heterosexual. We affirm the acceptance

of all human beings as persons made in the image of

God regardless of their sexual orientation.

We are told that marriage and family are institutions
which have ew}ived over time. Members of the church
may ‘reei} enjoy alternative ive lifestyles, as long as there

a mutual cnmmum&nt and intention of permanence.

Is the church an inclusive family? Yes, it is. Anvone

whc believes in ;esgs Christ and turns away from :,ira, as

defined by God the Father in His holy Word, will be in-
Csuded The book of Acts, and especially the ministry of
deacon Philip, shows us this.

First God included the Samaritans. The Samaritans
were people half way between the ] ;ews and the Gentiles.
In response to the preaching of Philip, they embraced the
Christ and turned away from sin eapec%a!ivt e sin of
magic. Then, again by means of Phili ip's p@c‘amai on of
the Chri ist, God “included a Gentile eunuch.

Deuteronomy 23:1 said that no eunuch was allowed
to enter the assembw of the LORD. in the old dfspﬂﬂsam
tion God reguired a certain degree of physical purity

which was symbolic of the smratua§ purity He rzemanaad
af His people (see Lev. 21: ?67‘? and 22:20ff). A Gentile
could convert to Judaism, but no eunuch could partici-
pate fu;fv in the worship of God. He was barred from the
temple. A castrated man was blemished, an affront to
God's good creatic

An angel of the ‘Lord amp&wesﬁ to Philip and told

him to go frcm Samaria to the raaa that went to Gaza.

This was the highway one took if he wanted to go to
Egypt or other African destinations. On that road, Philip
met a Gentile eunuch. He was the Fthiopian minister of
finance. It was not uncommon to emascuiate slaves
who served in n%g"i places. Castration yielded more
docile and easily managed servants. They would not be
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distracted by family ties and were safe to have around
the royal women.

This man worshiped the God of the lews. Even though
he could not participate in the ?émpk: liturgy he b ad
gone to Jerusalem to worship. He was on his way home,
in his chariot, reading the prophecies of isaiah.

The Holy Spirit told Philip to join the eunuch. As itwas
the custom to read aloud, Philip knew that the ?fthsepzan
was reading Isaiah 53 - about the sufferi ing and glory of
the Messiah. He asked the man if he understood what he
was reading. The Ethiopian said: “How can |, unless
some one guid@w me?” He then invited Philip to join him
in his chariot. Taking his cue from Isaiah 53, Philip told
him the good news of Jesus.

It is the task of every preacher to tell his audience the
good news or’ Jesus the Messiah. People do not come to
hear a man’s opinion on different topics. They want to
see Jesus. Philip showed the Lord Jesus to the Fthiopian
eunuch. The man believed, was baptized, and went his
way rejoicing. He was the first Gentile convert to the
Christian faith in history. By way of this mutilated man, the
Lord fulfilied the words of Psalm 68:1 — "Let Ethiopia has-
ten to stretch out her hands to God.” God gathered in
one of his c'niidrea from beyond the rivers of Ethiopia
{see Zﬁph 10).

If the sﬁmuch kept reading — and | can’t imagine he
didn’t - he would have come to what Isaiah wrote in
chapter 56:3-5:

Let not the eunuch say, “Behold,  am a dry tree.” For

thus says the LorD: “To the eunuchs who keep my

Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and

hold fast my covenant, | will gw in my house and

within my walls 2 monument and a name better than
sons and daughters; | will give them an everlasting
name which shall not be cut off,”
The church is an inclusive family. But who are included?
Those who embrace the Lord jesus Christ as Saviour for
the washing away of all their sins and who submit to His
faw in obedience. God will give all who love Him and His
word an everlasting place in His house.
"

VY
S dim




The Ascension of our
~Lord Jesus Christ
and the
Death of Melanie Carpenter

By D. Moes

I know a woman who is twenty-
nine years old. She is the wife of a car-
ing husband and the mother of three
growing children. During the last num-
ber of weeks, she had noticed a
swelling in her neck. “Perhaps an in-
fected gland,” she thought while she
continued to busy herself with house-
work. However, the swelling contin-
ued. Soon it was almost the size of a
baseball. A visit to the doctor was
made. A biopsy was taken. The con-
clusion: cancer!

I’m sure that many of you can re-
late to this story. Perhaps similar things
have happened to you or to one of your
loved ones. It may not have been can-
cer, but perhaps some other illness or
disaster struck — a heart attack, a diag-
nosis of MS, sudden unemployment, or
even an unexpected death.

The secret things

When these and other adversities
strike our lives, we often wonder, “Why?
Why is this happening to me or to my
loved one?” Questions like these are not
always easy to answer. When our ques-
tions concern the providence of God,
many things remain hidden from us.

In Deut. 29:29, the LORD says, “The
secret things belong to the LoOrD our
God; but the things that are revealed
belong to us and to our children for
ever, that we may do all the words of
this law.” This text is important, having
many implications for the doctrine of
the providence of God. We could think
in this regard of job. How many ques-
tions he had about the affliction through
which he had to go! Yet, he was never
told of the conversation between God
and Satan in heaven. He did not know
that God had deliberately allowed Sa-
tan to afflict him to prove to Satan that
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God's

ob would not curse
well to him! On the
e his many questions,
o God in the

show Satan that jol
God and say é"a rey
contrary, despite

he would remain faithful to

midst of his affliction. heﬁ God who
had sta rieﬂ‘ a saving wark in his life
would bring it to completion

Some reweaieé things

Even though many khmgs concern-
mg the providence of God remain ’n%d
den from us, some things are revealed
to us. For example, God has told us that
sufferings in our lives are meant to try
us. Think of what the apostle Peter
writes in his first s;aiqt‘e about “suffer-
ing various trials.” These are given,
says Peter, “so that the gevuheﬂeas of
your faith, more precious than gold
which dfzeugn ;erzs%f:bie is tested by
fire, may redound to praise and glory
and honour a% the revelation of Jesus
Christ” (1:6-

Suf*ermvs are also meant to expose
our sins. T hmk of what David confesses
in Psalm 32: “When | declared not my
sin, my bedy wasted aw av 1“35‘0&1‘:& my

groaning all day long. . . | said, /I will
confess my transgressions to the LORD’

then Thou didst forgive the guilt of my
sin” {(vv. 3, 5).

Furthermore, sufferings are to build
character. The apostle Paul is very clear
on this point in his letter to the Ro-
mans, when he says, “We rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering pro-
duces endurance and endurance pro-
duces character. . . .” (5:3-4).

The Scriptures also tell us that suf- |

ferings bring us to better knowledge of
God. After God revealed Himself to Job
out of a whirlwind, Job comes to the
confession, “1 had heard of Thee by
the hearing of the ear, but now my eye
sees Thee; therefore, | despise myself
and repent in dust and ashes” (42:5-6).
And then, sufferings produce fruit in
our lives and prepare us for usefulness.
Think of what our Lord Jesus Christ
teaches us in John 15
sometimes pruning branches of the vine
so that they may bear more fruit {v. 2).
Finally, we can say that sufferings
lead us to make God our all and pre-
pare us for glory. Asaph, in Psalm 73,
is a case in pﬁsm. He was perp a\:ﬁd
about the prosperity of the wicked un-
til he went into the sanctuary of God. It
was there that he saw things i in their true
t. And when he did, he confessad,
“Whom have I in heaven but Thee? And
tt here is fxmhs g upon earth that | desire
besides Thee. ﬁ/;v flesh and my heart
ma '!3:5 but God

.“

Eig?

work of salvation in Job's life was |
and abiding. The Lord dto !
true and abiding. The Lord wanted to

about the Father | |

s the strength of my |

heart ‘éor ewev"’ "“v

r is rs:m&zu, someone
wrote, “The vessels of m
seasoned with affliction arzd ’ih

wine of glory is poured in.”

'ﬁié‘ lamb amé the scroll

‘*!av!ng, said all this, we have not ex-
hausted w hai *ﬁe Scriptures have to say
about suffer g i make no pretense in
this article to be complete. However, |
would like to draw your attention o a
sometimes overlooked aspect of suffer-
ing, one that is clearly depicted for us in
the book of Revelation.

When we turn to the fifth chapter
of this book, we find ourselves, to-
gether with John, to be elevated into
heaven. Among other things, we see a
Lamb standing by the throne of God.
This Lamb is a symbolic representation
of our Lord Jesus Christ who, after His
Ascension, is seated at the right hand
of God. In the Lamb’s hand, we see a
scroll sealed with seven seals. This
scroll is symbolic of the judgments of
God which strike this world after the
Ascension of lesus Christ. That the
Lamb has this scroll in his hands and
that He is the One who has the right
and authority to open the seals, pg%m‘s
to one of the main tasks fulfilled b by our
Lord Jesus Christ after His Ascension

Four horsemen

When we turn 1o the beginning of
chapter six of Revelation, we see what
happe rw\ when four of the seven seals are

opened. When the séai is opened,
we see a white horse with its rider hav-

ing a bow in his hand ar‘d crown on his
head. Then we are told that this rider on
a white horse went forth coﬂquesmg
and to conquer. This seal symbolizes
the s nquest and militarism that
will increasingly characterize the time
from the Ascension of cur Lord Jesus
Christ until His return.

When the second seal is opened,
we see a red horse with its rider with a
great sword being allowed to take
peace from the earth so that men
should slay one another. This seal is
symbolic of civil wa s that follow in
the wake of many military conguests
(first seal).

When the third seai is
see a black horse wit

first

m‘P

irit of Co

T Ccon

opened, we
ts rider, having a

balance in his hand his seal symbol-
izes scarcity, hunﬁe rd econontic
hardship that will strike at the necessi-

ties of life.
When the fourth seal is opened, we
see a pale horse with a rider whose




name was Death and Hades following
him. This rider on the pale horse with
Hades were given power to kill with the
sword, with famine, with pestilence and
by the beasts of the earth. This seal sym-
bolizes the various forms of death
which strike the people of this world.

dication that the Lord Jesus Christ un-
leashes his judgments in order to call the
people of the world to repentance! In
wars and civil strife, in hunger, famine
and death, in earthquakes, storms and
pollution, Christ wants us to hear the
voice of God calling all men every-
where to faith and repentance.

Four trumpets

When we now take a little jump and
turn to the beginning of chapter eight
of Revelation, we see what happens
when the seventh seal is opened.
Among other things, we see seven an-
gels who stand before God with seven
trumpets in their hands. As we listen to
the four trumpets, we notice a pattern
similar to that of the first four seals. As
with the first four seals, we read about
judgments of God striking this earth.
When the first trumpet is blown, we
read about judgments of God striking
the earth: hail and fire, mixed with
bload falling on the earth and burning
up a third of it. When the second trum-
pet is blown, we read about judgments
of God striking the sea: something like
a great mountain, burning with fire, was
thrown into the sea, destroying a third
of the living creatures in the sea and a
third of the ships. When the third trum-
pet is blown, we read about judgments
of God striking the rivers: a great star
falling from heaven, blazing like a
torch, and falling on a third of the rivers
and fountains of water, killing many
people because of the bitterness of the
water. When the fourth trumpet is
blown, we read about the judgments of
God striking the sky: a third of the light
of the sun, moon and stars was kept
from shining.

Together, these first four trumpets
symbolize the judgments of God as we
see them in hail and thunderstorms,
hurricanes and tornadoes, tidal waves
and earthquakes, water poisoning and
pollution, as well as in the disorder
and disruption of heavenly bodies.

A summons to repentance

If we want to discover one of the
purposes for the unleashing of all these
and other judgments, the end of chap-
ter nine of Revelation gives us the an-
swer: “The rest of mankind, who were
not killed by these plagues, did not re-
pent of the works of their hands nor
give up worshiping demons and idols
of gold and silver and bronze and stone
and wood, which cannot either see or
hear or walk; nor did they repent of
their murders or their sorceries or their
immorality or their thefts” (vv. 20-21).

Notice that the word repent is used
twice in this passage. This is a clear in-
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Melanie Carpenter’s death

| had to think again of all these
things when Melanie Carpenter was ab-
ducted and murdered in jJanuary of this
year. On the one hand, | wanted to re-
member what Deut. 29:29 says about
the secret things belonging to the Lorp
our God. Not everything has been re-
vealed, also not everything concerning
the providence of God.

[ also wanted to remember the
beautiful words of Article 13 of the
Belgic Confession: “And as to His ac-
tions surpassing human understanding,
we will not curiously inguire farther
than our capacity allows us. But with
the greatest humility and reverence we
adore the just judgments of God which
are hidden from us, and we content
ourselves that we are pupils of Christ,
who have only to learn those things
which He teaches us in His Word, with-
out transgressing these limits.”

{ do not want to transgress the lim-
its of God’s Word. Nor do [ want to
curiously inguire farther into the ac-
tions of God that surpass my human
understanding. | want to be a humble
and reverent pupil of Christ who
adores the just judgments of God and
who is content with what has been
revealed to us in God’s holy and in-
fallible Word. Yet, it is exactly that last
fact — being content with the Word of
God - that draws my attention to what
this Word has to say about the judg-
ments of God which our Lord jesus
Christ unleashes now that He has as-
cended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of God.

In the abduction and death of
Melanie Carpenter, | believe we see the
reality of the fourth seal: the pale horse
with its rider called Death and Hades fol-
lowing him. Indeed, whenever we hear
of deaths through murder, car accidents
and plane crashes, we see this same pale
horse with its rider and Hades in action.

When accidents like these happen,
it is understandable that questions
come and multiply. | can understand
Melanie's father when he asks his ques-
tions: “Why should a man who was
known to be a violent sexual offender
be given his statutory release? Why
not keep this man behind bars so that
he can never do any harm to an inno-

cent victim again?” | understand these
questions directed to the Canadian
Justice system.

As a matter of fact, | also understand
Steve Carpenter’s questions about the
heavenly justice system. “If there is a
higher power. . . .” | heard him ask —
and now | paraphrase his questions — “if
there is an all-powerful being out there
... somewhere out there . . . why did he
allow this to happen? Melanie was a
good girl. Why do the good have to go
and the evil keep on living? If there is a
God, why do bad things happen to
good people?” | understand these ques-
tions. For they come from a heart that
is crushed with pain and anguish.

Yet, however understandable Steve
Carpenter’s questions may be, it was
sad to see that he was not pointed in the
right direction. At the memorial service
in the Pacific Coliseum, not once were
the thousands of people present urged
to hear in Melanie’s death a summons
from God Almighty Himself to be right
with Him today before it is too late. On
the contrary, the people were left in
the illusion that if you live a half de-
cent life, God will let you into heaven.

How sad to hear and see this! For
no one will enter heaven on the basis of
his own good life. Only those who have
placed their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ
will, by the grace of God, be allowed
to enter. To effect that trust in Him, our
ascended Saviour and Lord also un-
leashes His judgments on this world.
That is one of the abiding messages in
His ascension. May we all hear and
see this and respond accordingly.

Rev. D. Moes is minister of the Cana-
dian Reformed Church, Vernon, BC



Middle East Reformed Fellowship

NEWS from MERF-CANADA

Sudan update

Government sponsored Muslim re-
lief agencies have intensified their ac-
tivities around the Christian tribes in the
southern provinces of Sudan. Accom-
panied by Nigerian, Iranian, Pakistani
and Saudi Muslim “missionaries,” these
agencies are continuing efforts to lure
Christian families to convert to Islam.
Promises of regular economic aid to
those who embrace the Muslim faith is
the strategy of the Islamization cam-
paign. Christian leaders have reported
similar activities among the southerners
taking refuge in the north of Sudan.
Those who convert are given conver-
sion certificates which qualify them for
receiving free food and medication
from the Muslim centres. Converting
families are also promised better and
more permanent housing and reloca-
tion to other areas of the country. . . .
In spite of the pressures, there are clear
indications of a growing fervency
among the churches. An evangelist in
the Juba area has been used of the Lord
to regain some lost families. He and
others have also reported much inter-
est in the Gospel among government
troops in the area.

MERF supports a growing network
of national evangelists in the south,
north and west of the country. They
work under direct local church over-
sight. . . . These evangelists effectively
work among their own people, without
the need for language study, cultural
adjustment or the difficulty of govern-
ment permits.

In addition, MERF’s Local Adminis-
trative Committees seek to provide dia-
conal aid to needy families, under the
oversight of local church bodies and as
part of the ministry of the Word. The
needs of the Lord’s people in the Sudan
are indeed very great. Please pray for
them in the midst of this spiritual battle
and help these brethren through support
of MERF’s indigenous ministries.

MERF publishes a summary of
Calvin’s Institutes

After much hard and careful work
by a committee of three pastors, an
Arabic publication of a summary of
John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian
Religion has been printed in Cairo.
The work was based on a simplified
and abridged English publication enti-
tled Biblical Christianity and is similar-
ly titled in Arabic. Dr. A. Istafanous,
MERF’s Chairman, gave many long
hours to the production of this book.
One Arab pastor said the new book “is
probably the most important piece of
Arabic Christian literature published
this century.” MERF has recently ap-
pointed an additional member to its ad-
ministrative staff in Egypt for the sole
purpose of literature production and
distribution.

MERF’s Biblical training expands in
1995

MERF has decided to expand its Bib-
lical training ministries in 1995. This
will involve 12 study terms and 4 re-
search terms. . .. The study and research
terms are expected to benefit about two
hundred people. Several of the study
terms will be held in Egypt, with one in
each of Lebanon and Jordan. There will
also be 2 large pastors conferences in
Egypt and a diaconal training confer-
ence in the Sudan. Another conference
is planned for training and encouraging
the MERF supported evangelists in the
Sudan. It was also decided to produce a
video presentation on the Biblical per-
spectives of missions to Muslims.

Arab listeners very interested in
what the Bible says about the
Hebrews

Many Muslim listeners are following
with keen interest Rev. Victor Atallah’s
new series of Arabic Gospel broadcasts.
The series is entitled God’s Original
Purposes for the Hebrew Nation. It is

aired on Monday evening from Radio
Monte Carlo. Over 2 million people are
listening to these broadcasts which are
designed to point out the fact that the an-
cient nation of Israel was meant for the
blessing of all nations, as the depository
of the Truth and the vessel for the com-
ing of Christ. Many are surprised to hear
that even Abraham “. . . believed that
he would become the father of many
nations, according to what had been
spoken: so shall your descendants be.”
(Compare Gen. 15:5 and Rom. 4:18.)
The average Muslim assumes that Chris-
tians believe that modern day Jews are a
special people of God. Here are some
examples of Muslim listeners who are
responding to this series: “. . . [ am very
happy to know that the true nation God
meant Abraham to establish is a lasting
spiritual one; it is not a physical and po-
litical nation. . . .” (A. R., Baghdad, lrag)
... Please explain to me more about
Abraham’s having true descendants from
many nations. | would like to find out
more about the relationship between
Abraham and Jesus and those who are
the believers. .. .” (M. S., Riad, S. Arabia)

In the beginning of December Rev.
V. Atallah spoke in Burlington, Fergus,
Hamilton and Smithville as well as Win-
nipeg; collections held at these meetings
netted a total of almost $3,800. As a re-
sult of discussions with Rev. Atallah an
increasing number of Independent
Christian Reformed Churches as well as
an Orthodox Christian Reformed
Church have sent their contributions for
MERF through MERF-Canada. It is more
efficient for MERF-Canada to handle
all donations from Canada rather than
each church mailing individual dona-
tions to Cyprus. Also with respect to do-
nation receipts it is better to have one
central address.

We thank all of you for your sup-
port. A special thank you to Premier
School Agendas for a donation of $3,000
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U.S. At the end of February $15,000
was sent to MERF in Larnaca, Cyprus.
Please continue to support MERF
generously as it seeks to expand differ-
ent aspects of its ministry. May the Lord
richly bless the work of the Middle East
Reformed Fellowship so that many

hearts also in the Middle East may still -

be turned to Him.

If you would like to make a per-
sonal donation please make your
cheque payable to MERF - Canada and
send it to

MERF - Canada

1225 Highway 5, R.R. #1

Burlington, ON L7R 3X4

The matter of obtaining charitable orga- |

nization status is being actively pursued

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

at this time. Hopefully this matter will be

resolved in the near future, and we will
be able to give donation receipts.

On behalf of MERF-Canada,

J. Mulder, chairman

J. Van Dam, secretary

Dear Editor:

Please allow me to make a few re-
marks about Rev. Kampen’s article
about “Reformed and Presbyterian con-
tacts” (Clarion, Feb. 24, 1995). He men-
tions that the churches of the Secession
in their Gen. Synod of 1890 made state-
ments about attestations and contacts
with foreign churches. However, the se-
ceded churches did not have a Gen.
Synod in 1890. Gen. Synod Kampen
was closed in the night of Jan. 18/19,
1889. The next Gen. Synod was con-
vened in Aug. 1891 at Leeuwarden (J.C.
Rullman, De Doleantie De Nederland-
sch Hervormde Kerk der Negentiende
Feuw, pp. 335 and 337).

Rev. Kampen is right when he calls
the contacts of the Seceded churches
with the Scottish church “more person-
al.” Brummelkamp declared to Gen.
Synod 1890 that he would not be bound
by Reglement nor by the Church Order
of Dordt. Maybe this was part of his line
of thinking of independence. This infor-
mation is found in the Acts of Gen. Syn-
od, 1890. That Brummelkamp’s sons
studied in Scotland was personal as well.
Brummelkamp organized a number of
“free congregations” in Gelderland.
These congregations convened a sepa-
rate Reg. Synod. Brummelkamp's ideal
was free, independent churches. In this
way, he was absolutely not in line with
the churches of the Secession (See Al-
gra, Wonder van de 19e Feuw, pp. 150-
151; see also VanQOene, “Patrimony Pro-
file,” Clarion, Vol. 33, pp. 39, 85, 111).
The things mentioned by Rev. Kampen
do not form a strong argument in favour
of contact with the OPC. Neither does
his remark made toward the end of his
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article: “Differences are not of such a
character that there can be no fellow-
ship.” Deputies for Contact with the OPC
mentioned to numerous Synods that di-
vergencies did exist which were impedi-
ments for recognizing the OPC as a true
church. The Acts of Gen. Synod 1980
mention eight appeals against the deci-
sion of 1977. What brings Rev. Kampen
to his statement? | am not aware that the
OPC has changed much for the better. |
think a little more care in making such
suggestions is recommended.
With brotherly greetings,
W. DeHaan,
Wardsville, ON

Editors’ comment: Synods of our church-
es have never seen “the divergencies”
as impediments to recognizing the OPC
as a true church. In fact, despite “the di-
vergencies,” our synods have steadfastly
maintained that the OPC is a true
church. Further, eight appeals may have
been brought against the decision of
1977, but they were all denied.

Dear Editor,

The disappearance of “News Med-
ley” from “Clarion” has left a void and
we miss Rev. VanQOene's comments and
instruction.

We are disappointed by the publi-
cation of letters to the editor which
criticize “News Medley” after it is no
longer a published column. In our opin-
ion one of the letters borders on the of-
fensive in tone.

Surely, Rev. VanQOene deserves bet-
ter than that from all of us.

Jake and Rita Kuik
Carman, Manitoba

Dear Editor,

(Re: Volume 44, No. 6) In letters
to you, the Editor it was “bash Rev.
VanQOene day.”

A number of people felt the need to
take a few parting shots at the author of
the now defunct “News Medley.” They
vented some of their frustrations and
pent up anger at some of the contents
of this column.

No doubt “News Medley” has been
the only column in Clarion which
could boast a most loyal readership.
For some with pleasure and others dis-
gust. The reason for such opposing
sensations is that “News Medley” gave
leadership, which is very rare in to-
day’s society and is also in short supply
in our churches. Synods and classes
have reduced some of their leadership
to decisionless pastoral talks. And
Classis Ontario South of March 8-9 has
become an advisory body, a “take it
or ignore it” verdict.

Some people and church leaders
are running after or jumping on the
“church unity bandwagon” in the mode
of, let’s get together now and talk about
our differences later, (see C. VanDam's
reply to Mrs. Stephen Brown in this
same issue).

I consider the unfavourable letters
regarding Rev. VanOene an honour to
him. It shows that he gave leadership
in our churches and because of this
caused reactions. Small wonder he
showed his frustration at some point.

The last thing we need is a “Please
confirm us in our thinking” column.

Terry M. Veenendaal
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THE HI-LITER

By C. Van Spronsen

The Consistory of the Church of West Albany (Austr.) de-
cided to use the New King James Version in the church ser-
vices as from April 1, 1995. “NKJV uses ‘You’ as the pronoun
for God. At this time there is no need to move away from
using Thee and Thou in prayer in the worship services,” so
we read in the Church Bulletin.

K A ok

In the same congregation the Youth Support Association
organized a three-day Younger Youth Camp, ages 13 - 16
years, a total of about 30 persons.

L 2

Rev. and Mrs. W, den Hollander of Orangeville, ON cel-
ebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary: congratulations!

I

The Credo Christian High School Senior Concert Band of
Langley, BC made a successful Western Canada Tour, giving
performances in Vernon, Neerlandia, Edmonton, Calgary
and Coaldale. ,

EE K 3

In Launceston, Tas., consistory meetings should become
more efficient. “A discussion on future procedures leads to
the decision, that for the sake of expediting the meetings,
draft minutes will be photocopied and distributed to the
brothers in advance. Also, an executive committee will pe-
ruse all incoming correspondence in advance, categorize
it and prepare recommendations on process and contents.
This is deemed important because, these days, correspon-
dence seems to be coming from all directions, tending to
slow us down to an unreasonable degree.”

E3E O

in several places “Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs” struggle with a
lack of enthusiasm as again evidenced in a Bulletin: “Due
to a lack of interest, Boys’ and Girls’ Club was postponed un-
til further notice. The parents’ committee now would like to
hear from the parents of the congregation, whether these
clubs should continue, discontinue, or be changed.” It is sad
when either enthusiasm is lacking or exciting programs to
arouse such enthusiasm.

RS

Watford has to look for other facilities due to cramped
quarters. A vote was held between two locations: Kerwood
and Watford. The majority favored Kerwood.

EE

In Calgary another combined council meeting was
held of the Bethel Independent Christian Reformed Church
and the Canadian Reformed Church. They continued dis-
cussion on the study paper of the Committee for Ecclesias-
tical Unity.

* K K
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Similar discussions are going on in the Niagara Penin-
sula. In a meeting with the Grace Reformed Church of
Dunnville the topic of discussion will be “the relation or
connection between local and federative unity.”

& %k sk

Under the Toronto news we read that the Versteeg fam-
ily is very busy making the necessary arrangements for
their departure from Irian Jaya in May. “By the time the
Versteegs have gone there will only be two missionaries
left, while three missionaries in the Netherlands are wait-
ing for their visa.”

EE

In Bedfordale (W.A.) a discussion was held “on the use
of ‘Thee or Thou’ or ‘You’” in addressing God in prayer.
The Consistory resolved to leave the matter to the discre-
tion of the minister and/or reading elder.”

R

In Burlington South things happened that not too many
other Churches share: “At the last nomination for office-
bearers the consistory was served with a considerable num-
ber of letters from the congregation. That showed a lively
interest and | hope the same will be in evidence when
church council meets tomorrow evening. It is part of that
‘cooperation’ of which art. 3 of the C.O. speaks.” How did
they do it?

& e ok

In Ottawa a Canadian Reformed School Society has
been formed. Constitution is being looked at as well as po-
tential opening dates for the school, budget goals etc.

® K E

The Mission Aid worker sent out by Hamilton to Brazil,
br. Plug and family are receiving a proper introduction to
this country. We read in a short report of the Board Meeting:
“The telephone for the Plugs should be installed sometime
in the next month. They still do not have a car as yet, and
this too should arrive in the next month, but as br. Plug writes,
‘Don’t hold your breath, it's a Brazilian promise.” The con-
tainer with their household goods is still stuck on a ship in the
harbour where striking dock workers are preventing the ship
from being unloaded.” The latter could be Canada as well!

EE

In Lincoln new rules for election of officebearers are in
place. The meeting is held after the morning service and
the new element is that “the result of the vote, without dis-
closing the number of votes each brother received, will be
announced in the p.m. service.”

IEE

The supply of Bulletins is not exhausted. Deadlines,
however, demand that we interrupt here. To be continued.



By Wayne H. Chase

Official opening ceremonies for
Heritage Christian School were held on
Ocioher 24, 1994 at Westminster, Col-
orado. The opening of this school re-
flects a concerted effort of the members
of the congregation of the American
Reformed Church at Denver to provide
for the education of their covenant chil-
dren. More fundamentally, the estab-
fishment of this Reformed day school is
the direct result of the Lord’s gracious
care for His congregation in Denver.

After members of the congregation

and numerous guests had been seated, |

Mr. Roelof Bruintjes, chairman of the
hoard of the school association, opened
vith praver and read Psalm 105, which
reveals God's great acts and deeds in
the history of His people Israel for the
sake of His own Mame and the benefit
of His chosen congregation. After
heartily welcoming all those who could
attend, and noting the many visitors
from the Denver area and beyond the
state of Colorado, he addressed the
gathering on the subject of the charac-
ter and nature of Reformed education.
In his address, Mr. Bruintjes noted
that Reformed education is to be seen in
distinction from the so-called “religious-
Iy neutral” education maintained in the

public school system. He noted that |

while mathematical principles equally
obtained in the public system as in Re-
formed curriculum, only education
which is founded upon Reformed princi-
ples rightly may interpret and utilize
these principles. This, he asserted, re-
mains true for all academic disciplines.
Yet, at the same time, he stressed the
fact that Reformed education is to be
seen in distinction from a “general Chris-
tian education” which is rooted in gen-
eral beliefs or truths about the Bible, but
is not grounded in Reformed doctrine.
Thus he underscored the need of the
congregation for the establishment of a
Reformed institution of education. He
concluded his remarks by pointing out to
the members of the congregation that
just as God has graciously provided in
the establishment of the school in Den-

ver, so the congregation and the teach- |

ing staff ought to carefully maintain and

responsibly use that which has been
given them,

Following Mr. Bruintjes’ remarks,
the principal of the school, Mr, Wayne
Chase, led the school children in the
singing of the first two verses of Psalm
127, with the audience enthusiastically
joining the student choir with verse two.

The students of the school then per-
formed a skit detailing the experiences
of three of the men of the congregation
who had spent the majority of their time
during the previous summer to renovate
the basement of the old community
school building, locally known as the
Mandalay School Building, for the use
of Heritage Christian School. The skit
sought in a humorous manner to rec-
ognize the investment of time, skills,
and labor made by these three mem-
bers of the congregation.

Following the skit, the students and
the principal, on behalf of the board of
the school association, presenied to
five men of the congregation plagues of
appreciation for service rendered in the
remodeling and construction of the
new school facilities. The students
completed their part of the program by
singing the first two verses of Psalm
78, with all in attendance ioining in the
singing of verse two.

M. David Weckworth then took the
floor to acknowledge the many gifts
which had been received in the process
of constructing the school. He noted es-
pecially the monetary gifts from the
Metherlands, Canada and Australia
which had been obtained through vari-
ous fund drives, as well as the many
individual gifts of those interested in the
establishment of the school. As well,
he reviewed an itemized list of con-
struction materials and office equip-
ment, which had been donated to Her-
itage Christian School. Finally, he
mentioned the names of several people
in the local community, particularly
those aperating the Mandalay School
Historical Society, who had offered
their gracious assistance to the com-
pletion of the construction project.

The secratary of the board, Mr. Paul
Buvs, then rose to officially present the
key of the school to the principal of the
school, Mr. Wayne Chase. After a few
remarks about the great privilege and
responsibility of the Reformed teacher,
he offered the key to Mr. Chase, Mr.
Chase briefly reiterated the earlier re-
marks of Mr. Bruintjes and Mr. Buys,

| and acknowledged the trust which the

i %
intoc

congregation had placed his .
Mr. Chase also mentioned the special

continued to page 237
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continued from page 235

gifts which had been given to the
school for use in the classroom by Rev.
A. Boersma of the Reformed congrega-
tion at Mussel, the Netherlands and
Drs. Wubs of Educa Transfer Interna-

tional, both of whom had been instru-
mental in establishing the fund drives in
the Netherlands. He also invited the au-
dience to peruse the various projects on
display which had been completed by

R EADER’S FORUM

the students of Heritage Christian
School as part of their Colonial Ameri-
can History unit.

Finally, Rev. Pollock took the podi-
um to offer thanksgiving to the Lord for
His goodness and faithfulness to His
congregation in Denver, and to request

His blessing and faver upen the subse-

quent operation of the school.

At last, the audience gathered round
as the principal, Mr. Chase, cut the rib-
bon across the doorway to the school
and invited those in attendance to tour
the school facilities.

The ladies of the congregation had
prepared a delicious pot-luck supper
which was enjoyed by all, and the re-
mainder of this pleasant evening was
spent conversing with each other and
with the visitors in attendance. The
evening was, in conclusion, a clear re-
minder of God'’s providential care for
His people, and the great joy we share
in the communion of the saints as we la-
bor in Christ's kingdom for His cause.

By Arnold Sikkema

On Confessional Membership

and Binding

The issue of confessional binding
is one of the points remaining to be re-
solved in discussions with the OPC.
However, there are differing views on
this subject within our churches as
well. This is evident in two rather dif-
ferent articles in the 1994 year-end is-
sue of Clarion.

In the first’, Prof. VanDam points
out the impracticality of requiring all
members to be bound to the confes-
sions, and prefers some tolerance of dif-
fering views.

On the other hand, Rev. DeBoer’
strongly favours confessional binding.
He relates that professing members of
the Canadian Reformed churches are
bound to the confessions; however, he
fails to point out that this is only the
case for members who professed their

faith or had children baptized after
1983, for that was the year in which
confessional membership appeared in
the Book of Praise.’?

Rev. DeBoer further mentions that
we are bound to the confessions be-
cause, not insofar as, they agree with
the Bible. It is particularly interesting to
note that Rev. DeBoer concedes that
there may be, and in fact have been, er-
rors in the confessions. Nevertheless, he
maintains that we are bound to these er-
rors until the appropriate appeal to syn-
od has resulted in corrective action. (Par-
enthetically, are we also a priori bound
to revisions, made properly or inadver-
tently — e.g. under the umbrella of lin-
guistic updating — by synedical commit-
tees?) But how can we be bound to
something because it's Biblical, while it

has been demonstrated that it's not en-
tirely so? Would not “insofar as’ be more
appropriate? If A (‘'we are bound to the
confessions’) is because of B (the con-
fessions agree with the Bible), then when
B is shown to be false (that is, not 100
per cent true), then A will be in doubten-
tirely as well. Employing “insofar as’ does
not result in a similar problem, for then
pointing out errors in the confessions
does not mean that you are throwing
the baby out with the bathwater.
Flipping through previous issues of
Clarion, [ found another article which
relates to confessional binding, name-
ly one by Rev. D.G.J. Agema.’ Rev.
Agema says that a benefit of having
members bound to the confessions is
that in discussions with one another we
know what to expect; we know what
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we can bind the other person to. But |
why do we need to know what to ex-
advance in a discussion? Can’t
we be open to consider what another
person says so longs as it’s Biblical?
Certain topics are automatically ruled
out by binding each other to the con-
fessions, for example whether
cariot is in fact eternally conde smned as
the Belgic Confession’s Article
states. Umii we revised BC Art. 4, one
could not discuss who was the amhgr
of Hebrews (for then we were bound
to the ‘Biblical’ fact that Paul wrote it);

e ad b
pect in
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until we revised the Heidelberg Cate-
chism’s Q. & A. 57, one had to pms-

tend to accept the Platonic dualism of

OOK REVIEWS

Judas s

“of synodical ¢

body and s
examine t?’w
see whether t 5 hey are ind
and affirm them insofar a re

As a practical point, mw can revi-
sions ever be made ir‘y people who are
bound to the confessions? Are member ]
ommittees granted a tem-
porary licence to freedom so that they
can propose changes?

! think we all recognize the impor-
tance of the Reformed confessions in
pointing out the basic Biblical doctrines
in a systematic way. Hﬁwe\' r, as they

3
n (h
\;>

eed Biblical,

as t:"s{fv Afe.

are amy the writings of men, let us not
bind ocurselves or e:ﬁ:h s:uhe to any-

thing beyond the Scriptures

There is, however, a confession to
which we oetm!mf s ought to be bound,
and that is the super-confession coming
from ihe Bible itself na *mz?y that we

| take the Scriptures 1o be the authorita-
L tive,

inerrant, and :“s::;e» amﬁ Word of
God. His Word should be the starting
point for-al msw:.;suxm

Footnotes:

'C. Van Dam, Clarionv. 43 (1994 year end),
DR 601-3

PKA, DﬂBQF‘
end), pp. 619-21
°B. Moes et al.,

Clarion

Clarion v.

pp. 76-8 and v. 37 (1988)n. 11, pp. 231-2
DG N\gem a, Clarion v. 4? (1993}, n. 22,

pp. 464-5.

sEspecially 2 Timothy 3:16,17.

By C. Van Dam

The Liberation of the "Forties,
G. Van Rongen, ed.

(Reformed Guardian 14; available from
Iinheritance Publications, Neerlandia,
AB; 42 pages, no price.)

This booklet was published to com-
memorate the fiftieth anniversary of the
ecclesiastical liberation of 1944 in the
Netherlands. Most of this publication is
a personal account by Rev. G. Van
Rongen (of our sister churches in Aus-
tralia) about the events that transpired
in the Netherlands in 1944 and what
preceded the liberation. Because the
Lord suddenly called to Himself Rev.
K. Bruning, his planned part on the sig-
nificance of the Liberation could not
be printed. However, a very apt article
of his serves as an introduction to Rev.
Van Rof‘geﬁ’s recollections that fol-
low. In this introduction, it is noted

that church history is not about what |

people do, but about what the Lord has
done. A?so the importance of knowing
church history is rightly stressed. If we
know our church history we will be
strengthened in our thankfulness and
better qum,}ed to meet the present
dangers the church faces. A helpful

o
i
o

rief overview of the events of 50 years
go follows.

Rev. Van Rongen’s account is per-
sonal and moving. At the same time, it
5«; not simply some reminisces. The is-

es that were at stake are clearly de-
%aa;ea and explained. Here is church
history from a living source who expe-
rienced the darkness of the gathering
storm, but alsc experienced the joyous
thrill of witnessing the faithfulness of
the Head of the church. Although
consistory suspended him, it became

o Cf’

clear that the majority of the congrega-
tion of Waardhuizen was of the same
mind as their minister and wanted to
be faithful to the clear teachings of
Scripture. They therefore rejected the
synodical yoke.

This booklet is especially written for
the young people. Highly recommended
for discussion of this important period at
young people’s society! Reading this
bookiet is learning church history the
easy way. Neadless to say, the older peo-
ple will also enjoy it!




By R. Faber

A Guide to the New Testament
World, Albert Bell.

Waterloo, ON: Herald Press, 1994,
$21.95. 282 pp.; 2 appendices; au-

thor, scripture and subject indexes.

To many readers of the New Testa-
ment, social life in the first century AD
appears foreign and remote. The average
reader does not know how the ancient
people of Israel lived, what the marriage
customs of Roman citizens were, or
how slaves fared in ancient Athens. Fre-
quently, the answers to such questions
serve to enhance one’s understanding
of the text of the Bible. The purpose of A
Guide to the New Testament World, the
author tells the reader at the outset, is
“to provide brief introductions to the ma-
jor questions which arise when you be-
gin to examine the cultural context of the
New Testament (26).” The book attempts
to describe the social and political cli-
mate of the times in which the NT books
were written. The author is convinced
that knowledge of the social “context” of
the NT is “fundamental to the fullest pos-
sible understanding of all aspects of the
text (19).” Complete with references for
further reading, handy indexes, and ex-
planations of terms, this simple book
may be read with some profit by all, al-
though caution is advised.

The Guide deals with a range of sub-
jects, as the chapter titles reveal. In
chapter 2, “The Judaic Background of
the New Testament,” one may read
short entries on Sadducees and Phar-
isees, on Zealots, Essenes, and Herodi-
ans. Chapter 3 deals with “The Powers
that Be,” that is, the Roman govern-
ment and its magistrates. Here one reads
about Nero and Tiberius, and about rule
throughout the Roman empire. One
may read about “Greco-Roman Philoso-
phy” (ch. 6) or about “Time, Distance,
and Travel in the Roman World” (ch.
9). The answers to many questions
about life in New Testament times are to
be found in this handy book.

The author of this book is Albert Bell
(Ir.}, who teaches Classics at Hope Col-
lege in Holland, Michigan, and who —
the notes go on to explain — attends the
Christ Memorial Reformed church there,
Having observed this statement, one
might expect a markedly Reformed in-
troduction to the New Testament world.
Unfortunately, no explicitly Reformed
historical criticism is to be found here.
Bell’s stated goal is to avoid all “theo-

logical interpretation of the New Testa-
ment text” (19), but in making no obvi-
ous effort to link his investigation of the
social world of the first century to the text
of the Bible, Bell neglects to show the
relationship between the Word of God
and the social context in which it was in-

- spired. This is indeed a difficult under-_|.

taking, but crucial to any study which
seeks to show the cultural context of the
Bible. When Bell claims that all literature
contains “culturally conditioned materi-
al” (21), he seems to imply that one
must understand culture before one can
understand a text produced in that cul-
ture. The conclusion of such reasoning
is that the interpretation of Scripture is de-
pendent upon the interpretation of the
ancient culture in which it was penned,
that the evidence of historical criticism
can supersede the Bible. Moreover,
when one stresses too much the historical
context of the Bible, one tends to ignore
the normative or prescriptive quality of
Scripture. The Bible should not be read
first and foremost as an historical docu-
ment, but as the Word of God, the reve-
lation of God’s redemption of man
through Christ Jesus. The function of the
Bible must be treated fully in a study of
social life in biblical times.

Although Bell states that he does
“not attempt to advocate or repudiate
any particular interpretation of the
New Testament” (19), he does in fact
reveal his opinions concerning some
current issues in theology. For exam-
ple, in the chapter which deals with the
Judaic background of the New Testa-
ment, Bell takes the side of those who
strive to wipe away the distinctions
between Judaism and Christianity:
“There is much debate over what rela-
tionship Jesus saw between himself and
Judaism, but it does appear that he
saw himself primarily as trying to re-
form judaism, not trying to start anoth-
er religion (36).” But a guide is not the
place to make statements which beg for
evidence and elaboration. Bell also
makes annoying generalizations: e.g.
“the Romans had no genuine religious
convictions . . . (103).” And although
he states that he will not advocate any
particular interpretation of the NT,
Bell tips his hand when dealing with
the role of women in the early church.
In treating the correspondence be-
tween the emperor Trajan and the gov-
ernor Pliny regarding Christians in
Bithynia, Bell suggests — without sup-
porting his claim or demonstrating rel-
evancy to the New Testament - that
“those who think that only men should

hold positions of authority in the
church might note that in 112 there
were two deaconesses (the Latin word
used is ministrae) in this particular
church {(111).” This sentence reveals
how tempting it is to strain non-biblical
evidence to suit one’s predispositions
toward the New Testament.

The section which deals with mar-
riage, divorce, and remarriage (ch. 8,
“Greco-Roman Morality and Personal
Relations”) makes for interesting read-
ing, since it treats a subject which re-
ceives increasing attention in the Cana-
dian Reformed churches. Bell provides
a good but brief summary of the family
structures in Rome from the first centu-
ry BC untif 100 AD. But once again, one
will meet with generalizations. State-
ments such as “virtually every notable
Roman . . . was divorced and remarried
at least once, often to women also pre-
viously married (231)” must be read
with some scepticism. Even a glance at
K. Bradley’s Discovering the Roman
Family (Oxford, 1991) shows that one
must be careful not to generalize about
causes and effects of divorce in ancient
Rome. One of Bradley’s conclusions is
that the evidence for the structure of
upper-class families in ancient Rome
may not reflect that of average Roman
citizens, and that the statistics must be
interpreted with great care. Bell, how-
ever, is not only careless in his conclu-
sions, but also in the sources he adduces
for evidence: the satirists juvenal and
Martial can hardly be quoted as sources
on family structures! Indeed, to use
only Roman marriage customs as evi-
dence for married life in antiquity is to
overlook the scope of the New Testa-
ment. There were diverse cultures
around the Mediterranean sea: infor-
mation about Jewish, Syrian, and Greek
customs of marriage and divorce would
have filled in the details of a big pic-
ture. Having the opportunity to point out
the chasm which exists between world-
ly relationships and those in the Lord
Jesus Christ, Bell writes only one sen-
tence: “the Christian view of marriage
was based on a radically different un-
derstanding of the relationship between
husband and wife (230).” But, in his de-
fence, Bell does mention (279) the rele-
vant New Testament texts (Mark 10:11-
12; Matt. 5:32, 19:9-12, 1 Cor. 7:10-11).
Unfortunately, the significance of these
passages for the ancient and modern
reader is not discussed.

Nevertheless, the reader will benefit
from this book. Bell provides much in-
formation about the world of the New
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Testament, and on many occasions gives
references for further reading. But the
book must be handled with care, since
it makes sweeping statements and un-
substantiated claims, and since it tends
to elevate historical criticism to a dan-
gerous level. A good Reformed introduc-

_tion to the social world of the New Tes- |

tament remains to be written.

By G.H. Visscher

Jesus of Nazareth: Lord and Christ. Es-
says on the Historical Jesus and New
Testament Christology. Edited by Joel
B. Green and Max Turner. Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1994.
560 pages. $37.00 US.

Every once in a while a book is pub-.

lished which warms your heart and de-
serves the attention of so many more
people. Here is such a book. No fewer
than thirty competent scholars have
dedicated as many delightful studies to
their “mentor, colleague, churchman,
brother, friend” — I. Howard Marshall,
professor of New Testament Exegesis at
University of Aberdeen, Scotland. His
sixtieth birthday is the occasion for
which these articles have been assem-
bled: the cause is the fact that Marshall
has played a very significant role in the
discussions on the subject of Christol-
ogy in New Testament studies. That he
is deserving of all the appreciation that
is shown to him here is something that
I had occasion to verify some time ago
while doing research on the Lord Jesus
as “the Son of David”; Marshall’s works
elsewhere were extremely heartwarm-
ing and stimulating. Notwithstanding
other differences, here is a man who
clearly loves the Lord, takes His Word
very seriously and wants to help the
scholarly world at a time when so many
bury the gospels and a true view of our
Lord under a heap of critical thought. It
bodes well for the future of this area of
New Testament scholarship then when
so many significant scholars from
around the world express their like-
mindedness with Marshall.

The basic theme around which all
thirty articles are dealing with to some
degree is: to what degree is the view
of Christ predominant in the Christian
church today actually found in the
New Testament itself? Are we merely
reading the New Testament through
the glasses of Nicea or Chalcedon or
do the New Testament documents
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themselves warrant the conclusions to
which the church later came? While in
the past two decades many scholars
have been very gloomy about the lat-
ter, the contributors to this volume
generally arrive at optimistic conclu-
sions based on careful and responsible

_use of the biblical text. It will be un- |-

derstood that space will not allow us
to review each of these thirty articles
nor to offer much detailed critique. A
selection will have to be enough to
whet the reader’s appetite.

The book is divided into three sec-
tions. In the first section, on “Jesus, the
Synoptic Gospels, and Acts,” one finds,
e.g., an article entitled “Jesus and the
Beginnings of the Mission to the Gen-
tiles,” wherein the German scholar
E.J. Schnabel attempts to elucidate the
exact nature of Jesus’ attitude to the
Gentiles. Schnabel notes that the fact
that in the book of Acts there really is
no debate about whether a mission
among the Gentiles should be carried
out is rooted in the fact that the Lord
Jesus often ministered to Gentiles in the
same way as He ministered to Jews;
how can there later then be barriers to
a more extensive mission among the
Gentiles? In an important article enti-
tled “Good News to Whom? Jesus and
the ‘Poor’ in the Gospel of Luke,” joel
B. Green examines the much debated
question who exactly the poor are and
argues very convincingly that Luke sees
the “poor” as not just a reference to
those in adverse economic conditions
but as embracing the widow, the un-
clean, the Gentile, those of the lowest
status — people who “have no appar-
ent claim on God,” “outsiders in the so-
cial systems of the ancient Mediter-
ranean world.” The noted exegete,
R.T. France, gives us a fine analysis of
the relation between John the Baptism
and Jesus in “Jesus the Baptist.” One
point he makes is the idea that also dur-
ing Jesus’ earthly ministry baptism with
water was the means whereby one was
designated as a follower of Jesus; it is
interesting to see however that Leon
Morris actually takes issue with this
point in his helpful contribution on
“Disciples of Jesus” (p.125).

In the second section of the book,
headed “Jesus, Paul, and John,” one
finds an interesting article by David
Wenham wherein he examines how
much knowledge Paul actually had of
the life of the Lord Jesus; his conclu-
sion is that Paul’s knowledge is exten-
sive enough ~ in his letters we see only
the tip of an iceberg that was as big as

that mediated by the gospels. Of inter-
est too is a study by Clinton E. Arnold
on what it means that Jesus Christ is
the “head” of the church according to
Paul in Ephesians and Colossians; in
opposition to others, he maintains that
as head, Christ provides both leadership
and-energy-to His church. A detightful —
work by the late Donald Guthrie con-
cludes the section; he examines the
christology of the book of Revelation,
noting its similarity with the other Jo-
hannine writings, and the rest of the
New Testament, and calls the Revela-
tion “the capstone of NT christology,
leaving us with a glorious vision of a
New Jerusalem in which the person of
Christ will be supreme.”

The third and last section is entitled
“New Testament Christology: Wider Is-
sues.” In the first of the articles here,
“The Spirit of Christ and ‘Divine’ Chris-
tology,” Max Turner continues an on-
going discussion with J.D.G. Dunn,
who in his provocative but disturbing
studies basically identifies the Holy
Spirit and the risen Lord (surprisingly
Dunn is also a contributor to this vol-
umel!); Turner however ably shows that
there is much biblical warrant for the
position later adopted by the Christian
church. Among the rest of the articles
that conclude this section, the one by
the Canadian scholar Richard Longe-
necker deserves special mention. In
“The Foundational Conviction of New
Testament Scholarship: the Obedi-
ence/Faithfulness/Sonship of Christ,”
Longenecker argues that the active obe-
dience of Christ is foundational with
respect to all the titles and metaphors
used with respect to the work of Christ;
his faithful sonship undergirds the dis-
cussions from every angle. This article
too struck a chord with the undersigned
because in the “Son of David” title, the
matter of His active obedience is also a
dominant note — after all those dismal
Davidic kings, Jesus is everything they
were not, an obedient and faithful Son
of David! (See Clarion 1993, Year End
Issue, pp. 534-6).

It will be understood that the care-
ful reader of such a volume will not
agree with everything. It should be clear
from the above too that, although oth-
ers will learn much if they have a great
interest in the subject mixed with a good
dose of determination, this is a work es-
pecially for those in our midst who have
some theological training. The churches
will benefit when ministers of the Word
and others delve into books of this char-
acter and quality.



By G.H. Visscher

The Book of Acts in its Ancient Liter-
ary . Setting. Edited by B.W.

A.D. Clarke. (E z"‘f‘af*s, 1993), 504
pages. $37.50 US. The Bock of Acts in
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its Graeco-Roman Seiting. Edited by

D.W. L Gill and C. uerﬂpf {Ferdmans,
%994;; »43{} pages. $37.50 US. Volumes
1 and 2 in a projected 6 volume series
called The Book of Acts in its First Cen-
tury Setting; Bruce W,
Howard Marshall, and David W.J. Gill
are the series editor:..

Here is another gem that need
attention of those whose main pursui
life is the study of the Word of God. The
publishers have brought together schol-
ars from around the world in the field of
New Testament, Judaism, and the clas-
sics in order to provide us with a mass
of material helpful in understanding
thb book of Acts, It will be understood
that a greater awareness of the period
within which a book was written will
help us to understand the book itself.
Archaeology and other scholarly re-
search has brought to light many as-
pects in recent decades; these volumes
seek to draw on that research by pay-
ing attention to the htezary regional
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cultural, ideological, and theologi c&s |

contexts of the book of Acts.

The first volume contains fourteen
articles that deal with the iaterax;
framework of Acts. In these articles, the
book of Acts is considered in the light
of other ancient historical monographs,
subsequent ecclesiastical histories, an-
cient rhetoric and speeches. The rela-
tionship between Acts, the Gospel of
Luke, the Pauline corpus, and the rest
of Biblical history is also explored at
great length.

The second volume describes the |

geographical, social, and cultural mi-
lieus of the Roman Empire of that time.
There are eight chapters that give com-
prehensive overviews of the provinces
and regions wherein the early church
tried to gain a foothold, and there are
seven chapters covering such topics as
travel (by land and sea), feod, Roman re-
ligion, social uayses, and Roman roads.
The two volumes contain a wealth
of information. The books also contain
appropriate indices, including Scriptur
texts, subjects, authors and places.
When it is considered that four more
volumes are in the works, it is ap‘gaé“@m
that this a : mﬁs that camot {"e ignored.
Considering that the is after a
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Winter, 1. |
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Winter and | de

gci‘*&?e{n Yook and we need all the help
we fﬁr to get beyond our Western
ere s no doubt that vol-

en can help us a great

e are not for those
scratch the surface

of bib%icai z'ntarg: etation; those deter-

mined to go deeper though,

plenty of material to dig into hes

mans has done a great job again

By J. De jong

Revival and Revivalism. The Making
and the Marring of American Fvangel-
icalism 1750 -1858, lain H. Murray.
The Banner of Truth Trust, 1994, 455
pages, Price: US$ 27. 95

In this book, Rev lain Murray cov-
ers a relatively unexplored period in
American church history, that is, the
period covering the two great revivals
that stamp much of the later evangeli-
calism dominating American religious
life. His focus is esgeuaiiy on New
England and the surrounding north east-
ern states, but as the book progresses it
reaches out in ever wider circles all the
way to the gate of the mid- west. Murray
travelled extensively in his research for
the book, bringing much material to
light, and all the while discovering, as
he says, quoting Whitefield, that “Amer-
icans are the most rsx:):mtaHP people un-
der heaven.” That sentiment has been
echoed miore often!

The central thesis of this book is that
the revivals in America in effect shaped
the history of the nation, and that these
revivals are comparable to t OSL “which
launched the early church into a pagan
world,” [introduction, xx]. Hmv’e\/e*, he
also defends a new perspective on the
revivals. He posits that the first revival in
America really grew out of the Calvinis-
tic principles that dominated early reli-
gious life in America. People came to see
that along with doctrine there had to be
place for experience in the Christian
fe. But precisely those elements of re-
vivalism which it had in common with
th% traditional teachi ings gave it its im-
petus, and not those elements that made
it different, In other words, it was the link
to the traditional teachings that allowed
the first (and in several respects the sec-
ond} i evzs’“ to flourish.

A good part of the first revival was
te the influence of the British
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preacher George Whitefield. He was |
ptin the |

Calvinistic in doctrine, exce

ill have
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area of ti'V‘ church offices. Th
n America, however, went some steps

;urzher than he did, differing mmh
on church polity and baptism, ¢
prompting him to remark, *\/‘y chickens
have turned into ducks.”
Mm ray introduces the reader to sev-

| great and interesting ptea;hf«'f
ban uel Davies, who daecﬂu the young
age of 37, Archibald Anderson who
was brought to conversion at an open
air sermon, and sc on. He also de-
scribes the fo ummg of Princeton Semi-
nary, a theclogical school which origi-
nally stood for Ca?véﬂéstic principles.

The second great awakening had a
much wider impact, and it involved
great ?row*h in many churches. Mur-
ray describes the open air meetings

that were held, with an even more
marked emp%s;s on ;‘eeimga, and the
expression of the signs of new birth. In
the second awakening the pressures of
Methodism increased, and the conflict
between Calvinist teaching and the
Arminian ideas of Methodism became
more and more pronounced.

The later period of the second
awakening represents for Murray the
marring of true revival, He calls it re-
vivalism, and distinguishes this term

sharply from true revival. Revivalism is
characterized by emphasis on the feel-
ings themselves, rather than on the cen-
tral spiritual elements to which they
were supposed to refer. Rather than
holding emotions in check, the later
Methodist preachers said that they must
be brought out and exploited in order to
prove the veracity of the conversions.
This led to many excesses and open dis-
plays of dramatic and overpowering
emotional experiences. Murray is criti-
cal of revivalism in that it aimed to pro-
duce excitement, rather than concen-
trate on the scriptural requirements of
faith and conversion.

One of them more telling accounts
in the boeok is the story of Charles
Finney, who championed immediate
conversion in Wesley's line. The g
preaching had to produce :
change at the moment it occurred. sﬁzs
;repfes nis the beginning of the so-called

aitar call” in Methodist preaching.
aney was also a virulent opponent of
Calvinism. The holiness movement of

later periods has its roots in much of
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| this type of Methodist preaching.

This is not the place to extensively
dispute Murray's essential thesis. Su if-
fice it to say that for us ;er‘crm:si:mn is

different than revival. The roots of the
”xmeman revival can be found in

.35’:5



Puritanism, pleiism, and in the writ-
ings of the so-called “further re
tion” {(Madere Ref
Metherlands. To be s
af‘i:{m to an i cfeesing
oxy; bt as a react
cassively on the gﬁdé\l'é{ﬁi , aﬂ‘%ew tiﬁan
on the oia( »f the Christian in God's
i inc ;un:i'*, inthe
Therefore

RESS RELEASE

even the first revival showed 4 e marks
of a deviation from the original princi-

ples of the reformation.

still, no ane can ¢
way the Lord also use eh
American preachers for the g n
His people. Rev f\‘ur ray has given a
?15fs y readable and many mxsorgrna{
look at the gs{e preac n{“b of the vears
of youth in the American colonies and
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day evang eimaé;sm in Ameri
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Us soime
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As we have come o & form
The Trust, “h»ﬂy nave published {also in
form). anamer ine book which, while
| read critically, can only enrich and er
| lighten the reader

Classis Alberta/Manitoba held on
wpril 25-26, 1995 at Edmonton,
Alberta

1. On behaif of the convening
church at Denver, Rev. M.A, Pollock
called the meeting to order. He asked
the assembly to sing Psalm 108:71,2,
read from 2 john, and led in praver. He
welcomed all the delegates.

2. The credent iais were examined
and found to be in good order. All the
churches were duly represented. The
churches at Denver and Edmonton Im-
manueé had instructions.

. ltems for memorabilia: a
G.A. Snip accepted the call to im-
manuel. b} Rev. R, Aasman declined
the call from Abbotsford. ¢} Rev. R.A,
Schouten accepted the call to Abbots-
ford, d) Rev, P.K. Meijer
for the Netherlands on April 27, after
having served as a missionary for 17
years in Brazil,

4. The previous Classis suggested
the roliowmg moderamen: Rev. M.A,
Pollock — chairman; Re v. W.8. Slomp ~
vice-chairman; Rev. 1.1, Wielenga ~
Clerk. Rev. Pollock sugges‘ted that he at
this time not serve as chairman since
much of the material for Classis directly
concerns the church at Denver. Classis
consented to have Rev. K. jonker serve
as chairman.

Q

5. After a few additions the agenda
was adopted.
6. Church for inspection of the

books of the treasurer: The books were
found to be in good order. The audito
suggested that a per diem rate be se
for delegates to Regional Svnod for ?o
of wages. They also questioned the
manner in whidr mileage is paid by

Classis when ministers use the
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a) Rev.

will be ?eavmg |

preach in vacant churches. Classis
cided to appoint a commitiee to co
with recommendations.

. Church for the inspection of the

s de

arc fﬂlves (Classis was reminded that the
chairman submit his press release for
the archives, and that documents must

be signed.

&. Report of the observer to the
stated meeting of the Presbytery of the
Dakotas (POD), Denver, CO., March
21-22, 1995: This report was received
for information.

9. After singing Psalm 115:1 and
prayer, the meetéﬁg was adjoumecﬁ. On
April 26 Classis reconvened. After '{i
chairman acie{f the meeting to sing
Psalm 145:1, he read from Psalm 1 ’2‘:,,
and led in prayer.

10. Proposal from the church at

ber to rescind Art. 9a of Classis
AB/MB Qctober 11-12, 1994 dealin
with voting reguiations: Classis {ieuﬁed
not to deal with this matter since some
churches did not have an opportunity to
deal with this beforehand.

11. in closed session Classis dealt
with a report of the committee for fi-
nancial aid 1o students for the ministry.
The recommendations of this commit-
tee were accepted.

12. Leﬁe‘r from the churc

dale re judgment of Re g;oq
West, Uec 6-7, 1994 in the ma
Rev. Pollock’s vows: The chuy
quests the Classis to fudge that:

1. Classis AB /MB of Mar. 1994 and
Classis of Dec. 1994 in answering the
open guestion Cﬂmemu s the vows OT'

Rev. Pollock, failed 1o pr ,,0 rly iudg
the validity and :rm‘s\,ataow of his
vows and entirely ignored the obliga-
tions of his ’“Qiﬂi}\%"}hxy inthe O ’C
under the supervision of the POD

2. Rev. Pollock made H%mse*fguii?‘v

of violating his vows and commitments
and involved himself in schismatic ac-

tions, which ought to be acknowledged
and confessed, also to the POD, in or-
der to reach reconciliation.

3. The letter of Classis Dec. 1994 in
response o the request of the POD in its
letter of Oct. 17, 1994 ought to be with-
drawn, with apmog.es to the POD, and
‘fepiaced with a response which re-
flects the above judgments 1 and 2.

in the Considerations Classis gives
extensive citations from the OPC Form
of Government (FOQ), and judges that:

1. Coaldale has not proven that Rev.

ollock has broken his vows.

2. Classis decides that by the above
statement the judgment of Regional
Synod W. has been honoured.

3. Classis decides that ali the pre
ous statements regarding the vows of
Rev. Pollock made by previous classes
of AB/MB be replaced with the above
stat eevem
| Classis decides to send this deci-

i to the POD OPC with the follow-
zrqizeht

a. to study th*’e statement and

e whether it is accurate.

51 if upon reaémg this statement,
the POD meiﬁ*‘;* ins its allegations of
Rev. Pollock breaking his vows 1o an-
swer 1o

{1y Why Rev, ock was no
warned upon his August 1 letier that
his intention to move to the Canadian
Reformed Churches constitutes a break-

Ll’i\

Hon

ing
ing
raroe

geer-
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ing of vows.

i {2} Why Rev. Pollock’s name was
erased without ;.swsumg, further disci-
pline as made passible in FOG V2 :'2}

I and F( :



(3) Why these allegations were not
addressed right away when Rev. Pol-
lock was seeking admission to the
Canadian Reformed Churches at Classis
Ont. S.

(4) To give specification to the alle-
gation (namely which vow he broke

— and how and when-he broke it} se-that -

Classis might understand and deal with
this matter in a proper way.

c. To receive, if possible, an an-
swer before the next Classis.

12. Church Visitation reports to
Barrhead and Neerlandia were dealt
with in closed session.

13. In accordance with Art. 44 of
the C.O. question period was held. In

closed session a church was given ad-
vice concerning a disciplinary matter.

14. The churches at Edmonton and
Calgary requested pulpit supply. These
requests were granted.

15. Acts of Regional Synod West
Dec. 6-7, 1994 with a cover letter were

_received forinformation.

16. An appeal was dealt with in
closed session.

17. Appointments: Convening
church for next Classis: Edmonton Im-
manuel. Date: June 13, 1995; alternate
date: Oct. 17, 1995,

Proposed executive: Chairman:
Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar; vice-chairman: Rev.
K. Jonker; Clerk: Rev. W.B. Slomp.

Br. Ron Smit from the church at
Edmonton Immanuel was appointed
as classical treasurer. Address: R. Smit,
11131 - 61 Avenue, Edmonton, AB
ToH TN3.

16. Personal question period was
held. At that time Rev. Schouten spoke

| some-fitting words of farewell. The

chairman also thanked him for his faith-
ful service.

19. The Acts and the Press Release
were read and adopted.

20. The chairman closed the meet-
ing with prayer after the singing of
Psalm 145:5.

W.B. Slomp, vice-chairman e.t.

We thank our heavenly Father
for blessing us with a daughter

SYDNEY JUSTINE
Born April 14, 1995

A sister for Kevin

James and Sonja Heeringa
(nee Vanderwoude)

42 Fellowes Crescent
Waterdown, ON LOR 2H3

L

For Thou didst form my inward
parts, Thou didst knit me together in
my mother's womb, I praise Thee,

for Thou art fearful and wonderful.
Wonderful ave Thy works!

Psalm 139:13,14

With thankfulness to the Lord,
we joyfully announce the birth
of our first child, a son

JAMES WILLIAM

Born April 17, 1995
Henry and Sharon Salomons
(nee Vandergaag)
22nd grandchild for
Mr. and Mrs. ]. Vandergaag,
Chatham, Ontario
9th grandchild for
Mrs. W. Salomons,
London, Ontario

4290 Sann Road
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B1
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1 With thankfulness to the Lord
we wish to announce the birth
of our first child, a daughter

JENNA GABRIELLE

Born April 18, 1995
William and Diane De Wit
(nee Tiggelaar)

2-114 Kildare Ave. W.
Winnipeg, MB R2C 2A7

-

We thank the Lord for blessing
us with the birth of our second

child, a son who we named
DANIEL MARK

Born April 21, 1995
A brother for Valerie

Mark and Joanne Wanders
4251 Queen Street

a0

Beamsville, ON LOR 1B0

L =

With thanks to our heavenly Fa-
ther who made all things well,
we announce the birth of our son

ZACHARY MARSHAL

Born April 16, 1995
A brother for Liane and Nicholas

Nick and Theresa Mans
{nee Terpstra)

16 Maple Crescent
Orangeville, ON LOW 1X7 ﬂ

L
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I praise Thee, for Thou art fearful
and wonderful. Wonderful are Thy

works! Psalm 139:14

With great joy and thankful-
ness to the Lord, we announce
the birth of our second child, a
daughter

BROOKLYNN JOANNA

Born April 5, 1995
A little sister for Amberly

16th grandchild for
John and Alice Kruisselbrink
of Guelph.

Wilmer and Diana
Kruisselbrink
Box 1575
Walkerton, ON NOG 2V0

L
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... Twill counsel you with my eye
upon you. Psalm 32:8

With thankfulness to the Lord
who guides our lives and has
brought us together; wejoyfully
announce our engagement
LINDA GANSEKOELE
and

CHARLES WESTRIK

March 24, 1995

RR 3
Fergus, ON N1M 2W4

_
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And above all these put on love, which binds everything

together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:14

With joy and thanksgiving to the Lord, Mr. and
Mrs. Jack DeHaas and Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Stam
announce the forthcoming marriage of their children

7 SHAUNA HELENA
and
MICHAEL CLARENCE
The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on Fri-
day, June 2, 1995 at 1:00 p.m. at the Maranatha Cana-
dian Reformed Church, Surrey, British Columbia.
Rev. C. VanSpronsen officiating

Future address:
#202-10626-151A Street
Surrey, BC V3R 8K7

.
»
1955 ~ June 10 ~ 1995

“For in the resurrection they neither marry or are given in
marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”  proupo0 92:30

HARM and CO LINDE (nee Knegt)

The Lord has guided our dear parents for 40 years,
And has been their stay through joy and tears.
He has blessed their marriage in many a way,

During sickness and pain he provided
strength for each day.
We their children thank them for their
guidance as we grew,
And pray the Lord will be their stronghold
each day anew.

May His covenental promises continue to guide

and direct their lives to His glory.

London, ON: Cory and Ken Hoff

Canboro, ON:  Geraldine and Lawrence Blokker

Jacqueline, Leslie, Amanda, Tyler,
Dwayne
Caledonia, ON: Art and Jackie Linde
Stephen, David, Kelly, Nicole
Burlington, ON: Joanne and Ken Vanderwoude
Lisa, Joshua, Loretta, Rosalyn,
Valerie

Smithville, ON: Helen and Mark VanAndel
Jennifer and Ron Boverhof
Kyle
Abbotsford, BC: Marc Linde and Cheryl Bysterveld

An Open House will be held, the Lord willing, on
Saturday, June 10, 1995 from 2 - 4:30 p.m. in the
Canadian Reformed Church at Attercliffe.

RR2
Canfield, ON NOA 1C0
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30th ANNIVERSARY
June 12, 1965 - June 12, 1995

ANN BERNADINE (nee VanSydenborgh)
and EDWARD LUDWIG

 "Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in His ||

ways! You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you
shall be happy, and it shall be well with you.”

Psalm 128:1 & 2

The Lord has guided and blessed Mom and Dad
through 30 years of married life. As children and
grandchildren, we are truly thankful for this won-
derful gift! It is our wish and prayer that God may
continue to keep them in His Fatherly hand in the
coming years.

With all our love,

John and Tammy Krikke
Michael and Nadine

Peter and Sheila Kamstra
Leanne, Jonathan and Ashley

Rick and Denise Ludwig
Danielle and Matthew

Erica Ludwig and Peter Holtviuwer
Cathy Ludwig and James Lof
John Ludwig

1036 Dovercourt Avenue, Burlington, ON L7T 3C2

=4

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish
Thov the work of our hands upon us, yea, the work of our hands
establish Thou it. Psalm 90:17
Promoted to eternal glory, my dear husband, our
loving father and grandfather

JOHANNES (JOHN) DE VOS

at the age of 64 years.
Winnipeg, MB:  Johanna de Vos
Amersfoort, David & Alie de Vos
The Netherlands: Jonathan, Djoni
Cloverdale, BC: Paul de Vos

Rikki, Danielle
Winnipeg, MB: ~ Cathy & Bill Slaa

Rachel, Martin, Gregory, Derek
Chilliwack, BC: Wilma & Rick Wilkinson

Justin, Matthew, Zachary, Gabriel
Seattle, WA USA: Theo & Clara de Vos

Christopher, Jordan, Hannah
Burnaby, BC: Bart & Jurrina de Vos
Amersfoort,
The Netherlands:  Sarah de Vos
Winnipeg, MB:  Joanne & Scott Maclaren
April 20, 1995

203-117 Regent Avenue West
Winnipeg, MB  R2C 1R1
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For we know that if this earthly tent which is our house is
torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 9 Corinthians 5:1

The Lord took home, His child, our brother, brother-
in-law and uncle

Easter Sunday, April 16, 1995

On the day we commemorate the resurrection of our
Lord, our dearly beloved mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother

JANT]JE WIESKE-DE VRIES

JOHANDEVOS
May the rich covenant promises of our Lord be of
comfort to his wife and children.
Groningen, Hol: ~ Anne and Wieger Mulder
Langley, BC: Yet Kobald
Emmen, Hol: Henk and Ietje de Vos
St. Marys, ON:  Ben and Hilda Devos
Smithers, BC: Alice VanVeldhuizen
Aldergrove, BC:  Ina and Leen Van Dijk
Vancouver, BC:  Thea and Tim McFarlane

and Families.

On April 20, 1995 the Lord took into eternal glory
JOHN DE VOS

at the age of 64.
May our heavenly father comfort his wife Johanna,
the children and grandchildren.
We thank the Lord for the many talents He gave
br. de Vos; he readily employed these gifts in our as-
sociation with him.
For Premier Printing Ltd.
and Premier School Agendas
Henk Berends, Bill Gortemaker, Gerry Kuik,
Dave Loeppky, George Loeppky, and Harry Stel

entered-into the presence of her-Savieur.
We thank the Lord for giving Oma 85 years of good
health, and for allowing her to visit us from Australia
before He suddenly took her home.
“Because I live, you will live also”
John 14:19b
G. Wieske

G. Wieske-Bergsma
481 McNaughton Avenue E., Chatham, ON N7L 2H2

Flamborough, ON: Janette and Charles Lodder
Tamsen, Chantal, Jordan, Kailee,
Brendon

Ancaster, ON: Bill and Joanna Wieske
Robert, Landon, Calvin, Kayla,
Tricia, Matthew, Gavin

Jack and Teresa Wieske
Courtney, Alyssa, Maegan
Byford, WA: Leanne and James Moesker
Jesse, Derek, Danielle, Joshua
Ancaster, ON: Gary and Cindy Wieske
Dustin, Jodi, Rodney
Ken and Tamara Wieske
Hamilton, ON Rhonda and Eric Jans
Nakieta, Tristan

Chatham, ON:  Roslyn Wieske

I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life
and in death, to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.

Lord’s Day 1
May 30, 1957 ~ April 6, 1995
The Lord in His infinite wisdom, has taken from this

earth to eternal glory, our dear daughter, sister, sister-
in-law and aunt

HILDA VEENBAAS-JACOBI

Wife of Fred Veenbaas, mother of Jacquie and Mark of
Abbotsford, BC.

Jarvis, ON: Reinder and Maria Jacobi

Abbotsford, BC:  Gerda Jacobi

Jarvis, ON: Rene Jacobi

Wellandport, ON: Ben and Renee Jacobi
Devin and Alisha

Abbotsford, BC:  Marcel and Elaine Jacobi

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Smithville
and surrounding district operating the John Calvin
School invites applications for a full time

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER

The applicant will have experience dealing with acad-
emic and physically challenged children. This person
should have experience in working with a Grade 1-8
curriculum.
For further information please call the principal,

Miss J. Kingma,

905-957-2341 (school),
905-957-7127
or Mrs. E. Jager,
special education instructor, 905-774-5057.

Please mail applications to:
Attention: Mr. R. Jager
Secretary of the Education Committee
John Calvin School
P.O. Box 280
Smithville, ON
LOR 2A0
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THE MUSIC GROUP

190 Highway #7 West, Unit 5, Brampton, Ontario L7A 1A2

Showroom open Saturdays 9:30 - 4:00
o

I } ﬁpp(}.ﬂliﬂ’ﬁ,’iia,
CONTENT CHURCH and HOME

¢ Sacred CD's and Tapes

ORGANS

e Sheet music

r info. call or fax: (905) 455-0797

JOE A. BOERSEMA, R.R.S.
Sales Representative

A professional who honours the Lord’s Day!

it is my privilege to assist you with
competence and confidentiality in all
your buying and selling needs.

roseiand realty iid.

: 720 guelph line

« burlington, ontario L7H 4E2
bus: (418) 333-3500
res: 333-1783 fax: 333-3618

Women's League Day in the Fraser Valley
The hosting society of Chilliwack would like to extend
to you a hearty invitation to attend the
ANNUAL WOMEN'S LEAGUE DAY
DLV, JUNE 21, 1995,

If you are in the area come join us for a day of
Bible Study and Fellowship.
Time: 10:00 am.
Place: Free Reformed Church
45471 Yale Road, Chilliwack, BC
Qorrjng Session: “Esther”
by Mrs. Cheryl Fennema

Afternoon Session: “Burn Out”
by Mrs. Kim Kampen

WELCOME FOR BED & BREAKFAST!
Dieny Beukema
RR4, Fergus, ON N1M 2W5
L 1-519-843-1769

THE Family Christian

Begks?car@ Burlington
750 Guelph Line, T km South of Q.EW. 17R 3K5
Phone (905)637-9151
Fax (905} 637-5472
Bibles *Books *Tapes and CDs *Plagues
*Wedding invitations *Videos
*Communion Ware *Curriculum

WELL WORTH A FEW EXTRA MILES

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED
— For a father and nine children
The age of the children range from two to eightee
years
~ Duties to include: caring for children, cooking and
cleaning
~ This position must be filled by August Ist, 1995
Please forward your application or inquiry to:
Canadian Reformed Church Deaconry
¢/o John Froma
Box 84, Neerlandia, AB TOG 1RO

ST. ANNS, ONTARIO - ROOM AND BOARD
Available August 1, 1995
Includes: Bedroom, Sitting Room, Bathroom
Ph. (905) 386-6910

John Jonker

Sales Representative

Bus: (519) 376-8210
Fax: (519) 376-1355
Pager: (416} 553 4198
Home: {5?59} 371-4847

Serving Chatsworth and Owen Sound area
Jor all your real estate needs.

Owen Scund, Ontario, N4K 5R2
AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER BROKER * REALTOR

Suffer Annie Spence
A collection of short stories by
Christine Farenhorst

Each story in this volume is written
for family consumption, easily under-
stood and grasped by both young and
| old. Teachers can benefit from Fead;ng
these stories to their students, and
parents to their children.”

— John Van Dyk, managing editor of Christian Renewal —

COVENANT o | Retailprice  US.$7.95 Can.$9.95
CANADA 7| Postage & handling _1.50 225
Sl TOTAL: $9.45  $12.20

¢/o A. Farenhorst . .
RR 3, Owen Sound,| Order iram your iavorile book supplier or
ON N4K 5N5 girgetly from the publisher,




GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

INTE

-LEAGUE

Established business for sale — 4-bay garage with 2 ?ubhga%}gm Bg"ga}js‘:
o &, Yt
new hoists, includes small showrocom. In operation

e A0 Dl e vt : P PUBLISHER FOR REFORMED STUDY MATERIAL
since 1979. Plus an extensively renovated two-family |

home. All this on 1.61 acres 25 mu
Henk at (613) 832-
(613) 832-0394 Home

Serious inquiries only.

miles west of Ottawa. . o s .,
Fourth edition - still in high demand
e Christ in the Family - W. Meijer

ised —~ now available.

Call

Nt

newly rev

This book considers the seriousness of living with

Christ inn the family, 2 wow we with our families must

¢ stand together in the world, trying with all our might
§§ to pmzect ourselves and our children from contami-
’ nation by the world.
by Mandy Evans 15
Y Y ’ It ms:ide s our mandate to teach our children to
“ _ : live with Christ in the family so that when they be-
A Dutch-Jewish family’s come mdﬁpcndent they will also live with Him out-

thriller-true story of Nazi

persecution and survival
in the Netherlands. A
book that deserves a

place in every home
and library.

Hardcover 287 pages
Can$23.95/U5$19.95

postage Canada/USA $4.00
(Can. residents add GST)

side the world.
Price: $7.95 Cdn
Order from your local representative {postage paid) or

directly from LL.P.B. Add $2.50 postage and handling.

BOX 783 LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA N6A4YS8

WHICH CHURCH CAN USE:
Older Gestetner Copier and Scanner.
Price: Donation???
Harke — evenings for more information
1-403-459-9093
Can. Ref. Church, Edmonton, AB.

Exciusive distribuior

Vanderheide Publishing Co. Lid.

Canada; P.O. Bag 9033, Surrey, BC V3T 4X3
U.8.A.: Box 318, Lynden, Wa. 98264-0313
Phone: (604} 532-1733 Fax (804) §32-1734

Phone Arend H

Providence

The The The Three
Liberation: Challenge Forms of
Causes and of Church Unity

Consequences Union The Three Forms of
Edited by Cornelis Edited by Cornelis Unity constitute the
doctrinal standards to
Van Dam Van Dam which, among others,
Why commemorate a church struggle  Should all those who profess the same the Camﬁiaﬂ/r’&mfzmum Reformed
that happened over fifty years ago in  faith not be in one church? What has  Churches and the Free Reformed

Churches of Australia adhere. While
these confessions can be found in the
1993 revised edition of the Book of
Praise, numerous requests have been
received from both churches and
individuals to have them published in
separate book form

churches in The Netherlands? kept the Canadian Reformed and Free
3 Frrmed o o D Ve i : et aA
The Canadian Reformed Churches are ~ Reformed separate? Is it a justified
heirs of the ecclesiastical liberation of separation? What aoout the Ort’noﬁgx
1944. This book will greatly help both Christian Reformed Churches and the
those within and outside the Canadian  Lrdependent Churches? Should all these
Reformed {“Eﬂmd‘m ¢ to understand churches not work towards unity?
SREN g Al L5 F AR o2 B> i

these churche

ISBN 0-88756-058-%

This book contains a complete record of

what was said during public mestings in
the fall of 1992 reflecting on the
chall %mge of church union.

Order from

PREMIER PUBLISHING, ONE BEGHIN AVENUE

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, CANADA R2J 3¥5

While there may be multipie purposes
for this book, outreach and study usage
appear to be the main oges. In particular,
recent developments in the Reformed
Church world and the accompan ying
discussions on the confessions make this
an opportane time {0 use this book.

218 pages .cocnieninn N $3@5

ISBN 0-88756-057-1

o




I would like to support Guido de Brés High School
with a donation of

[:l $100.00 D $500.00 D $1000.00 D $5000.00
D Other:

Name
Address
City Postal Code




