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E DITORIAL

By J. De Jong

Which Version Now?

Although the Acts of Synod 1995 have not yet ap-
peared, it is common knowledge that the recent Synod rec-
ommended the New International Version for use in our
churches. Given the choices with which the Synod (and
Committee) had to work, this is an understandable choice,
since the version chosen is considerably superior to the
others suggested. However, it is also well-known that the
NIV has drawbacks of its own, and therefore should not be
adopted for public use without careful consideration. In
this editorial I would like to offer some reasons why for
now consistories should strive to maintain the current ver-
sion, the second edition of the RSV, as long as possible.

It is not my intention to deal with the Report of the
Committee on Bible Translations as such, or to discuss any
specific passage. Rather, | would like to look at the subject
from a broader point of view and touch on areas which | feel
were somewhat neglected in the Report of the Committee
to General Synod 1995. Specifically | would like to ap-
proach the matter from the perspective of the pulpit, the
pew, and the relationship of the pulpit and pew to the life
of the church as a whole.

The interests of the pulpit . . .

Although there are extensive references to the work of
previous synods in the Committee Report, one aspect of the
matter was in my view overlooked. The Synod of Smithville
1980, which first dealt with the NIV, recommended the use
of the RSV above that of the NIV specifically because of the
character of the RSV translation. In its considerations it noted
that the majority report of the Committee reporting to Syn-

od said that the RSV is a “scholarly word for word transla-

tion” and that the English of the RSV is “dignified and best
suited for liturgical use.”” The majority report also stated:
“Compared with the colloguial character of modern speech,
the translators of the RSV preserved dignity of language. It
makes the version suitable for pulpit reading and qualifies it
as worthy successor of the KJV.”?

The majority report of the Committee reporting to Syn-
od 1980 clearly considered the RSV to be more suited for
pulpit use than the NIV. The NIV was seen by all committee
members as “too free” or “too interpretative.” The majority
Committee also stated that “. . . the so-called dynamic equiv-
alent manner of translation makes the version too free for use
in the pulpit.”? Hence the Synod 1980 decided to adopt the
RSV in the confessions and liturgical forms. Since this time
the RSV has become more or less the commonly used pul-
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pit Bible in the Canadian Reformed Churches. Some
churches still use the Authorized Version, but besides these
I know of no other version currently in use in the federation
of churches.

Now this is only some fifteen years ago — not a long
time in the course of the church’s history. To be sure, we
are confronted with new developments with regard the RSV.
From being the most accepted version, it has been eclipsed
by other versions. And it has now appeared in a new (third)
edition, which, as the Committee pointed out to Synod
1992, should not be used in the churches because its ex-

" cessive use of inclusive language.

However, while the version presently being used is fad-
ing from general use on our continent, the statements made
in 1980 in regard to the NIV still apply. At any rate, | cer-
tainly have not seen them adequately refuted. This version is
less suited for the pulpit especially because of its free and in-
terpretative character. In this version the link to the Autho-
rized Version and the classical English of the Reformation
era has been completely severed. The idiom is generally fa-
miliar rather than dignified. To my mind this makes the NIV
a poorer choice than the current version from the perspec-
tive of the pulpit.

The pulpit should retain the dignity of language as
much as possible. This applies not only to the translation of
the Bible used in public worship, but to the sermon as well.
The language used should be clear and understandable, but
not mundane or colloquial. The gospel must not only ad-
dress people in the language of the day, but also function
as a healing salt with regard to their use of language. The
gospel redeems and renews, also in the area of language
usage and word choice. So there is every reason for consis-
tories to think carefully before switching to a modern version
of Scripture. As the Committee of 1980 said: “...continuity in
the use of Bible translation is a good thing and ...for that
reason there must be strong arguments to switch over to an-
other version.”*

The interests of the pew . ..

From the concerns of the pulpit, it is only a small step to
the concerns of the pew! Indeed, these should always go
hand in hand! It was only as recently as 1989 that the Syn-
od of Winnipeg adopted the definitive version of our Book
of Praise.’ Synod 1980 recommended that our church book
use the RSV in all Scripture references, and also retain the
tenor and flavour of the RSV in all the rhymed versions of the



psalms and hymns.® All this was, as Synod 1980 stated, “in
order to come to uniformity of practice.”” Our synods have
argued that there should be uniformity between the pulpit
and the pew. There should also be uniformity between the
idiom of the Bible translation, and the idiom of the liturgi-
cal forms and pravers. And there should be uniformity of
usage in the whole worship service. Is that not an essential
prerequisite of good order in the service of God? Should we
not strive to maintain consistency in our usage, rather than
create a wedge between the voice of the church book and
the voice of the preacher? Or the voice of the church beok,
and the voice of the Bible translation used?

The interests of the church in the world . . .

From this flows a final consideration dealing with the life
of the church in the world. As Reformed people, we have not
only stressed the need for uniformity in worship, but also
uniformity in all of life. There should be a unity between
worship practices in church, in the home and at school.
Everything that is done in the home and in the school should
also foster the assimilation of the doctrine of the church as
it is verbalized in the creeds and confessions of the church.
Is not the aim of catechism preaching to help the young peo-
ple to grow in the knowledge and appropriation of the words
of the Catechism? Should parents in the home not strive to
help their children become familiar with the creeds and con-
fessions, and the docirine of the church? If now already we
have agreed that the language of the church beook is archa-
ic, we might as well stop trying to get our children and
young people to learn it

Given the wide range of variables as stake in this mat-
ter, | would think consistories should be careful before
pursing a transition to the modern versions. If availability of
the RSV as we currently use it becomes an insurmountable
problem, a change becomes unavoidable. However, | doubt
whether we have come to that point. Let us not be hasty in
making changes which can damage the uniformity of liturgy
and worship, and create increased barriers in appropriating
the language of the church and the confessions.

Considering how long the Authorized Version held
sway, there should be no reason for us to be caught up in a
state of permanent revision. Should we not strive to contin-
ue working with what has only recently been adopted?

‘Acts of Synod Smithville 1980, Art. 111, B 4, p. 78.
*Acts 1980, p. 231 (emphasis added).

3Acts 1980, p. 232 (emphasis added).

‘Acts 1980, p. 232-3.

SActs of the General Synod of Winnipeg, 1989, Art. 145 D, p. 108.
¢ refer here in particular to the use of “Thee” and “Thou” for the
three Persons of the Trinity, as it occurs in our psalms and hymns,
liturgical forms and prayers.
“Acts 1980, Art. 111 C 2 b, p. 79.
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Meditation

By G.Ph. van Popta
Read Acts 12:

King Herod hated the church. He killed James ben
Zebedee. He arrested Peter and put him in prison under
maximum security — sixteen soldiers. Better give Peter
lots of guards, Herod! He has escaped from prison before
{Acts 5:19). After the Passover feast Herod was going to
execute Peter too.

There was one problem with Herod’s plan. He did
not take into account that the church was praying fer-
vently for Peter. By means of this prayer, God delivered
Peter. This does not mean that the church did not pray
fervently enough for James. God answered their prayer
for James’ life with a “No.” He answered their prayer for
Peter’s life with a “Yes.”

The night before Herod was going to bring Peter out,
an angel appeared in Peter’s cell. Peter was sleeping
chained to two soldiers. The angel woke Peter by hitting
him. The chains fell off Peter’s hands. The angel told him
to get up, get dressed, and follow him. They left the cell,
passed the first guard, the second guard, and ended up out
on the street. The ministering spirit sent forth to serve Pe-
ter (Heb. 1:14) disappeared. At that point Peter came to
himself.

He went to the house where the fervently praying
church was gathered and knocked on the locked door.
The servant girl Rhoda went to answer it. She recognized
Peter’s voice, but, in her excitement, neglected to open
the door for him. Leaving him standing in front of the
locked door, she ran back to the praying believers and told
them that Peter was standing outside. They did not believe
her. “You're crazy,” they said. When she insisted, they
said: “It must be Peter’s angel.”

The answer to their prayer was literally knocking at the
door, and they did not see it. Do we have our eyes and
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“But the Word of God grew and multiplied.”

WORMS AND THE WORD

ears open for God’s answer to our prayers? He always
answers them. Often we are so nearsighted that we do
not see the answer when it is staring us in the face.

Peter kept knocking. Finally they opened the door
and were amazed to see Peter. Peter entered, told them
the whole story, and went into hiding.

The next day the soldiers awoke to find that their
chains were holding air. What a commotion! Where was
Peter? They could not find him in Jerusalem, so Herod had
them put to death.

Herod left judea for his palace at Caesarea. One day
Herod put on his royal robes. Josephus, a Jewish histori-
an who lived at that time, tells us that these robes were
woven from silver thread and brilliantly reflected the sun.
Herod sat upon his throne and began to speak. The hea-
then crowds shouted that he was a god. Herod accepted
that praise. As punishment, God sent an angel to smite
him with a sickness. He was eaten by worms and died.
Josephus tells us that Herod died after five days of excru-
ciating pain. With his belly and intestines full of worms, he
was eaten inside out.

Herod was eaten by worms, but the Word of God
grew and multiplied (v. 24). The church’s prayer had a
double effect. As it often does in the Psalms (Psalms 69,
101, 137), rescue for God’s people meant ruin for the
church’s enemies. God delivered Peter and destroyed
Herod. The slaying of him who would stop the Word of
God meant the advancement of the Word.

Let us continue to pray for the destruction of every
power that raises itself against God and for the coming of
the kingdom of God (Lord’s day 48).

-
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Spirituality and the Church’

By J. Boersma

When thinking about the church,
different associations may come to
mind. Some of the more prominent
ones may be church building, sermons,
office bearers, discussions about the
true church, and the like. An important
question, however, is whether anyone
would first of all think of the Holy Spirit
when talking about the church?? It
seems clear that, even though we will
not deny the close connection between
the work of the Holy Spirit and the
church, this connection is not first and
foremost on our minds. When we think
about the church, spirituality is not im-
mediately in focus as sort of a twin
concept. What | would like to do
tonight, therefore, is to look at the con-
nection between these two things, spir-
ituality and the church. For | am con-
vinced that you cannot look at the
church without also looking at the work
of the Holy Spirit. Spirituality and
church are, really, twin concepts.

You see something of that with
Anna. Anna did not depart from the
temple, worshipping with fasting and
prayer night and day (Luke 2:37). When
you let these words sink into you, you
cannot but look at them as revolution-
ary. These words challenge our think-
ing. They revolutionize our attitudes,
our behavior, our thought patterns, our
entire outlook on the church. Anna did
not depart from the temple. She wor-
shipped there with fasting and prayer
night and day.

Now if you look at this sentence
from the Gospel of Luke, you could
distinguish two elements. One is the
temple, and the other one is worship.
Or, if you allow me to switch to some
more contemporary language, and to
the language of tonight’s tapic, you
could say that one element is the
church, and the other spirituality. The
church and spirituality, spirituality and
the church: Luke ties them closely
together. Before we jump to any con-
clusions, linking these two concepts

without any further warrant, someone
may well ask the question whether it is
justified to join the ideas of spirituality
and the church. After all, the one idea,
spirituality, speaks of individuals; the
other idea, the church, speaks of a com-
munity. Spirituality leads to individual-
ism. The doctrine of the church leads
to the opposite, to uniformity.

This is indeed a spirituality that
leads to individualism. There is also a
doctrine of the church that leads to
uniformity. So, if I want to talk about
spirituality and the church, how am |
going to combine these two concepts?
Should | try to steer a middle way?
Should I try to avoid the extremes, both
when it comes to spirituality and when
it comes to the church? What | want to
do is to show that spirituality and the
church are not two extremes that have
little or nothing in common. They are
not two extremes between which we
have to find a middle way. Instead,
these two are linked together. Spiritual-
ity and the church belong together.
How are they linked? To answer this |
propose that we look at the church in
four circles. Please keep in mind that |
don’t mean to suggest that this is the
only way of looking at it. After all, the
church is redeemed by the blood of
Christ. He brings his people to faith
through the working of the Spirit. The
Spirit is always the Spirit of the exalted
Christ. Nevertheless, in what follows
we will look at the church not so much
as the “body of Christ,” but as the “tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit.”

Holy Spirit

We will think of of four concentric
circles. The inner circle is that of the
Holy Spirit himself. This may sound
strange. When you think of the Holy
Spirit, you think of his work in your
heart. You think of his work of regener-
ation and of the good works that you do
because of the Spirit’s work in your
heart. On the other hand, we already

noticed that when it comes to the
church, not many of us immediately
think of the Holy Spirit. | am suggesting
to you that this neglect is where we
come into danger. In his book, The
Body — which is a book that deals with
the church — Chuck Colson tells the
story of John Conway and Emily Perry.
John and Emily come from two different
church backgrounds. This leads to a
number of discussions. Emily has to
deal with all kinds of questions. How
do her parents react to her questions?
What is their response to her questions
and her ideals? This is what Emily says:
“IWlhen | came home and started talk-
ing about Jesus, it made them nervous.
Religion was great. Faith had its place.
Being a Christian was like being a Re-
publican. We just were. But when |
talked about Jesus and what He meant
to every aspect of my life and my plans
to the future, that kind of freaked them
out for a while. They were worried
about my joining a cult” (Colson, 15).
According to Colson, this story is illus-
trative for the way North Americans
generally deal with religion. Pointing
to a Gallup poll, he states that as North
Americans we are religious, we have
our churches, but the “hard truth is that
we have substituted an institutionalized
religion for the life-changing dynamic
of a living faith” (Colson, 31).

The question with which | started
tonight has basically to do with the
same kind of thing. Do we institution-
alize religion? Do we place all our
cards, so to speak, on certain forms,
certain ways of doing things, while
losing sight of the life-changing dy-
namic of a living faith? If that danger ex-
ists, | would suggest that we go back to
the very basics, namely, the Apostles’
Creed (cf. Exalto, 338). We all know
that the Apostles’ Creed has three sec-
tions, dealing with the Father, with the
Son, and with the Holy Spirit. We often
forget, however, that what we say about
the Church, “I believe a holy catholic
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Christian church,” follows right after we
have said, “l believe in the Holy Spir-
it.” What is more, my confession of the
church belongs to that third part of the
Creed which is about the Holy Spirit.
The church is a creation of the Spirit.
The same Spirit who lives in my heart,
the Spirit who makes me say, “/ be-
lieve,” is the same Spirit who gathers a
whole community of believers, a
church. Spirituality and the church are
not opposed to each other. They cannot
be opposed to each other. For the Spirit
belongs both to the individual and to
the community.

This connection between the Spirit
and the Church lays dynamite under
any kind of cozy view of the church
that you or | might have. Once you see
that the Holy Spirit Himself is the first
circle, once you see that the church is
the community of the Spirit, and that
therefore the Spirit comes before the
church, then there are certain implica-
tions, certain things that must follow.
This understanding affects how you
look at the church. I want to mention
two things that follow when you take
the work of the Holy Spirit seriously as
a primary element:

1. There is no tension between our
personal faith and the faith of the
church (Exalto, 338). Concretely, this
means that you can never say that your
personal experience is unimportant. It is
impossible to retreat behind the church
and set up the church as a smoke
screen. Sometimes it happens that peo-
ple ask: what do “we” believe about
this? That is a good question. One pos-
sible way of answering such a question
is by saying, “l don’t know, but what
do you believe?” If the belief of the
church is not really your belief, or if
your belief is yours simply because it is
the church’s belief, you have a prob-
lem. Your problem is that you have not
really come to a personal appropria-
tion, a personal evaluation of whatever
issue happens to be at stake.

2. The church is not something sta-
tic, something that is finished. The Holy
Spirit, with His Word, keeps working on
getting together a church. This means
that you can never identify a particular
denomination with “the” church, as if
it were something finished. The Spirit,
with his dynamic power, keeps work-
ing. The church is always flexible. It has
a temporary character. You could com-
pare the church to a building, a build-
ing that is still not finished. The Holy
Spirit is still working on it. The church is
still under construction, and it is not fin-
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ished until the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ (see Trimp, 194-96).

Prayer

So we have looked now at the in-
ner circle, that of the Holy Spirit. We
have already noticed that looking at
the church in this way has some really
profound implications. However, we
still have to get to the other three cir-
cles. The gift of the Holy Spirit has im-
plications for at least three different as-
pects. The first of these is prayer. Prayer
is the second circle. The church is a
praying church. What | want to suggest
to you is that you cannot have true,
Scriptural piety in the church, you can-
not have true, biblical spirituality if
you and | who make up that church
don’t pray.

I want to illustrate the importance
of prayer with Paul’s letter to the Eph-
esians. This letter is often called the
letter about the church. There is good
reason for that description. The letter
speaks about election, about the Jews
and the gentiles both being part of
the church, about the unity of the
church, about moral behavior of
Christians, and also about the spiritu-
al warfare of the church. Now in all
of this talk about the church, there is
one recurring theme, which has real-
ly struck me. In the midst of dealing
with all these theological issues, Paul
comes back three times to the place of
prayer. Let’s just have a brief look at
those three occasions. First, he men-
tions prayer after he has spoken about
election. Then he says in 1:13 that
the Ephesians are sealed with the Holy
Spirit. Notice that he starts off with the
Holy Spirit. That is his starting point,
the first circle, so to speak. Then he
says, in verse 15, “For this reason, be-
cause | have heard of your faith in the

Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, | do not stop giving thanks
for you, remembering you in my
prayers.” Paul just can’t stop giving
thanks and praying. What does he
mention in his prayers? Well, says
verse 17, Paul asks that the believers
of the Church at Ephesus may have
wisdom and knowledge.

In chapter 3 we have something
similar. Paul has just spoken at length
about how, since Christ’s coming,
Jews and gentiles both belong to the
church. So Paul says to the Ephesians:
you, as gentiles, also belong to the
church and | pray for you. In chapter
3:14 he says: | bow my knees before
the Father. What does he pray for? He
prays that the Holy Spirit may strength-
en the Ephesians (v. 16). He especial-
ly prays for love, that his readers may
be rooted and grounded in love. He
asks that they may know the love of
Christ, how wide and long and high
and deep that love is.

Finally, we look at chapter 6. Here
Paul dresses the Ephesians in their mil-
itary uniforms. He says they must have
the belt of truth around their waist, and
they need the breastplate of righteous-
ness on (v. 14). Their feet must be ready
(v. 15). They must have the shield of
faith in their hands (v. 16), the helmet of
salvation on their heads, and finally,
their sword is God’s Word (v. 17). Now
notice what Paul calls this sword here.
It is the sword of the Spirit. What does
this imply? It implies prayer. He says in
verse 18: pray at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication. We
must pray in the Spirit. Who is this
prayer for? First of all, for all the saints,
for all Christians (v. 18). Secondly, the
prayer is also for Paul, that he may
know what to speak when he preaches
the Gospel.

What kind of conclusion can we
draw from this brief look at Ephesians?
First of all, I would suggest that prayer
is extremely important. It pops up in
Paul’s short letter to the Ephesians in
three different places, in chapter 1, in
chapter 3, and in chapter 6. Second,
you notice that there is a close rela-
tion between theology and prayer.
When it comes to election, when it
comes to the unity of the church, when
it comes to our spiritual warfare, in all
of these things, prayer is important.
Thus, when you study the Bible, when
you make an essay, when you discuss
doctrine, discuss theological matters,
prayer immediately comes into the
picture. Recently, Bruce Waltke, who



is Old Testament professor here in
Vancouver at Regent College, said that
there is what he calls a “symbiotic re-
lationship” between Scripture and the
spiritual life (Waltke, 35). What he
means is that a spiritual life leads to a
better understanding of the Scriptures,
while a better understanding of the
Scriptures leads, in turn, to greater
spiritual maturity.

This idea of a symbiotic relation-
ship is also applicable to the church.
Remember that Ephesians is the letter
dealing with the church, and that it is
in this letter that you notice how im-
portant prayer is. To use Waltke's
phrase, there is also a “symbiotic rela-
tion” between prayer and the church.
They need each other. The church
cannot blossom, the church cannot
grow spiritually, if we don’t pray for
each other. We need to pray for each
other. We need to pray for the church.
Once you do that, once prayer
changes the church, once prayer has
an impact on the spiritual life of the
church, you will notice that the love
and the fellowship of the church in
turn also influences your personal re-
lation with the Lord. So again, spiritu-
ality and the church, the individual
and the community, are not in com-
petition. Instead, they have a symbiot-
ic relation. They depend on each oth-
er. They need each other.

Fellowship

So far we have looked at the Spirit
as the inner circle, as our starting point
for our discussion on the church. We
noticed that this has implications for
our prayer life. | would say that you
should look at yourself to see if there is
something lacking in your own prayer
life. Is there perhaps in your prayer life
a possible reason why your church
doesn’t always function the way it
should? However, we need to go on be-
yond personal prayer. If you take your
starting point in the Holy Spirit, and if,
from there, you go to prayer, then you
will notice that both of these circles also
influence the relations within the
church, the fellowship among the

church members.

Prayer leads to fellowship. Fellow-
ship is our third circle. If you think about
it, this is quite logical. Suppose that your
girlfriend or boyfriend is on holidays in
Europe. You get a phone call one day
that he or she has had a serious car ac-
cident. What do you do? Well, you
pray, right? Continuously, you pray. You

pray for healing. You pray that you may
see each other again in good health. If
indeed you see each other again after
some time, and all is well, then you are
just so excited, so happy, so thankiful,
that together vou give thanks to the
Lord. What is more, you are so happy
to see each other that you just cannot
stop looking at the other person. The
whole episode has strengthened your
relation. Because of the involvement of
prayer, your relation has also been
strengthened spiritually.

You can see the same kind of con-
nection between prayer and fellowship
in the next letter of Paul in the Bible, his
letter to the Philippians. Again, first of
all notice the importance of prayer. in
2:3, Paul says: “I thank my God in all
my remembrance of you, always in
every prayer of mine for you all mak-
ing my prayer with joy.” Paul is over-
joyed with the Philippians, and they
have a prime place in his prayers and so
in his heart. In verse 19, he says that al-
though he is in prison, he rejoices, for “l
know that through your prayers and
the help of the Spirit of jesus Christ this
will turn out for my deliverance.” just as
Paul is praying for the Philippians, so he
knows they are praying for him.* The
apostle urges the Philippians to keep
praying. In chapter 4:6 he says, “In
everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God.” Prayer is the
foundation of true fellowship. And you
can tell, for “fellowship” is a key word
in Paul’s letter to the Philippians (1:5;
2:1; 3:10; 4:15). Prayer feeds fellow-
ship. What that means is that you start
caring for each other. Paul says he
holds the Philippians in his heart {1:7).
He “yearns” for them with the affection
of Christ (1:8).

You see, prayer for each other has
all kinds of implications. The fellow-
ship that comes with prayer deals with
all kinds of shortcomings in the church
(cf. Frame, 124-27). It deals with pride
and arrogance; it deals with discord
and strife; it deals with envy and jeal-
ousy; it deals with harshness, with snob-
bery; it deals with a party spirit, with

“superficiality; it deals with anger and

bitterness; it deals with ambition, and
with a lack of honesty, of openness. All
of these things that eat away at the
church are dealt with if you start at the
root, if you look at the church as a place
of the Spirit, as a place of prayer. lt is
only in this way that you get true Chris-
tian fellowship.

Unity of the church

Finally, | want to say something
about the unity of the church. Please
keep in mind that we are not talking
about the unity of the church as such,
but as it relates to the other three cir-
cles. How do these three circles of the
Spirit, of prayer, and of fellowship
touch on the unity of the church? First
of all, | would suggest that what we
have seen so far, makes clear that unity
is something that we don't establish or
set up ourselves. Unity comes from the
Spirit and from prayer. When we think
of unity, for example unity with the
Free Reformed Churches, we tend to
look at the practical questions. We say:
how do we go about this? What do we
do? Now | don’t want to downplay
such questions. They are important.
However, these are not the most im-
portant type of questions. Unity is first
of all a gift of the Spirit. Christians are
one in Christ, through the working of
the Spirit (first circle). This is a spiritual
matter. Therefore, in dealing with it,
you must deal with it spiritually, with
prayer (second circle).

| want to read to you what Prof.
Faber writes about the place of prayer
in connection with the unity of the
church. He says: “Reformed people are
possessed by an unclean spirit of dis-
unity. The word of the Lord Jesus is
valid also with respect to this demon;
‘This kind cannot be driven out by any
thing but by prayer’ (cf. Mark. 9:29)"
(Faber, 146). Faber is saying that unity is
a spiritual matter. Since we are pos-
sessed by an unclean spirit, the spirit of
disunity, we have to pray. You have to
pray for that evil spirit to be thrown
out. The one-ness, the unity of the
church is a spiritual matter. It is a fel-
lowship that we have through the work-
ing of the Spirit. Therefore, when we are
talking institutional unity, we have to
start with prayer.

When we see unity as the outer ring,
we also realize that formal, institutional
unity between two congregations or
two federations does not create unity.
The unity was there already before this
formal getting together. Unity is in the
first place unity in the Spirit. Formal or
institutional unity is always a result of a
spiritual unity that you already have.
Once the Spirit does His work, once
there is prayer for each other, once there
is a spiritual fellowship, then the spiritu-
al basis for unity has already been laid.
We find a similar approach in a docu-
ment entitled, “A Call for Ecclesiastical
Unity.” This paper which has been
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adopted by several churches in our
neighborhood, is an attempt to come to
unity between the Free Reformed and
the Canadian Reformed Churches. This
statement starts off like this: “We be-
lieve that the Canadian Reformed
Churches and the Free Reformed
Churches in North America are united in
a common commitment to the Lord Jesus
Christ” (p. 1; emphasis added). They are
united. Then the statement continues by
stating that on the basis of this common
commitment, these churches now also
“should unite and become one federa-
tion of churches.” These churches are
one and should therefore become one.
Spiritual unity leads to formal unity. So
you see, Anna was right. Prayer and
fasting go with the Church. Spirituality
and the church do belong together. They
cannot be separated. Then again, Anna
was a prophetess.

Rev. J. Boersma is minister of the Cana-
dian Reformed Church at Aldergrove.
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'Slightly revised speech held at a Ring Kring
meeting in Langley, BC on January 15, 1995.
*During this presentation, only one person in
the audience mentioned the Holy Spirit when
asked what to associate the church with.

*Note the comment of Ted Hard: “Prayer
plays an important role in this fellowship.
For it is in the context of Paul’s repeated ex-
planation of fellowship that he asks prayer
for himself and his deliverance (v. 19)”
(Hard, 5).

By C. Van Dam

Expelled from the
Reformed Church of America

Over the past number of years we
have given some attention in Clarion
to developments within and outside
the Christian Reformed Church. Many
have seceded because of liberalizing
trends in the CRC. To my knowledge,
no conservative congregation has ever
been evicted from the CRC. That is
however what has recently happened
in the Reformed Church in America
(RCA), a church which dates back to
1628 when the first congregation was
established in the Dutch colony in what
is now New York.

Darrell Todd Maurina describes the
surrounding events in Christian Re-
newal, April 24, 1995.

In an unprecedented decision,
the Reformed Church in America’s
Classis of North Grand Rapids held
a special closed-door session on
March 7 and voted by a 47-15 mar-
gin to expel its second-largest con-
gregation, the over 1,000-member
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Seventh Reformed Church of Grand
Rapids, because the church refused
to pay a total of $6,502 in assess-
ments for the denominational peri-
odical and seminaries.

The total denominational as-
sessment amount owed by Seventh
Reformed was $13,501, but the
church chose to pay its assessments
for most denominational line items
other than the Church Herald and
the Board of Theological Education.

The reason for Seventh Reformed’s re-
fusal to pay up was their opposition to
theological liberalism evident in the
RCA magazine and seminary training.
Last year, this refusal had conse-
quences for the entire classis. Because
of outstanding monies owing, the 1994
RCA Synod decided not to seat dele-
gates from the Classis of North Grand
Rapids. This action was in accord with
the RCA Book of Church Order which
stipulates that each classis must be cur-

rent in its payment of assessments if its
delegates are to be seated at General
Synod. It appears that to ensure being
seated at the next RCA synod, the Clas-
sis of Grand Rapids North decided to
expel Seventh Reformed. All factors
considered this explusion was done
relatively moderately.

The consequences of continued
nonpayment could have been quite
high: in the RCA, as in most Presby-
terian denominations, local church-
es do not own their buildings. How-
ever, the motion formally proposed
to classis stated only that “Seventh
Reformed Church, with its property,
assets and ministers, be removed
from the Classis of North Grand
Rapids.” In a further show of mod-
eration, the classis adopted a motion
to strike the words “and ministers,”
which would have allowed Seventh
Reformed’s pastoral staff to remain
members of the RCA despite their



service in an independent church.
However, Seventh Reformed’s
pastor, Dr. John R. De Witt, indi-
cated that he would also be leav-
ing the RCA.

Where Seventh Reformed and
De Witt will go is not at all clear.
The congregation is a member of
the Alliance of Reformed Churches

and has attended its meetings for
the last few years, but De Witt is a
strong opponent of independency
and has written a number of books
and articles attacking independency
as un-Reformed.

As an outside observer, | can only re-

spect the actions of Dr. De Witt and his

congregation and would hope that they

continue their involvement in the Al-
liance of Reformed Churches. There
they can contribute to the ongoing dis-
cussion for a Reformed Church Order. |
also hope that at the end of the day all
those who love the Reformed faith can
find ourselves in a Biblically justified
united Reformed church.

By C. Van Dam

The Divided

CRC Synod 1995

The 1995 Synod of the Christian Re-
formed Church (CRC) has come and
gone (June 13-21, 1995) and it would
appear that the CRC has been left as
divided as ever. There were especially
two issues that showed the profound rift
in this fellowship, namely the issue of
the ordination of women and the ques-
tion of retaining the relationship with
the Gereformeerde Kerken in Neder-
land (GKN or “Synodical Churches”).
The information in this article comes
from Press Releases from CRC Voices
and United Reformed News Service
(URNS).!

Keeping Fraternal Relations with
the GKN

Hours before a scheduled vote on
whether to continue the fraternal rela-
tions with the GKN, the CRC synod
heard a speech from Rev. R. Vissinga,
synod president of the GKN. Accord-
ing to URNS, the Dutch representative
told the synod that

“where believers are true to each

other in love, and are committed to

the edification of Christ’s church,
the apostle’s words become true
that in Christ there is neither male or
female, slave nor freeman, jew or

Greek — and, [ might add, neither

hetero nor homo.”...Vissinga said

that in his church, the Open Hof

Gemeente in the Dutch city of Kam-

pen, homosexual men or women

participate in task forces, commit-
tees, and consistory.” “When they
live with a partner under one roof,
they are faithful to each other in
love. In faith we accept one another

as a gift of God,” said Vissinga.
“Homosexuals experience the room
which the church has come to re-
spect as theirs as a boon and a gift.
Unfortunately, this room is not
found everywhere among us.”

The speech met considerable resistance
on the floor of Synod.

That same day a choice had to be

made between two reports,

a majority report arguing that rela-
tions should not be broken but that
the CRC’s Interchurch Relations
Committee be mandated to discuss
“the issues and trends in the life
and practice of the GKN that are of
deep concern to the CRC and trou-
ble our ecclesiastical relations,” and
a minority report signed by two of
the committee’s seventeen mem-
bers advocating termination of the
ecclesiastical relationship.

The advisory committee minor-
ity quoted statements in the CRC’s
own official report on the GKN that
“several historical-critical hypothe-
ses and conclusions have found
general acceptance among GKN
biblical scholars and theologians
that would generally be thought
among us to involve Scripture criti-
cism and would undoubtedly be
incompatible with the CRC report
on “The Nature and Extent of Bibli-
cal Authority.” The minority report
also noted the CRC's own official
report that “the GKN tolerance of
homosexual practice is in the judg-
ment of the CRC contrary to the
Scriptures and in conflict with the
decisions of our Synod of 1973.”

Other items cited in the minority
report included statements that
“continued ecclesiastical fellowship
with the GKN may jeopardize our
ecclesiastical fellowship with other

Reformed and Presbyterian denom-

inations” . . . and that “termination

of ecclesiastical fellowship with the

GKn is consistent with the ecu-

menical charter, which mandates

the Interchurch Relations Commit-
tee to assure that continued fellow-
ship with other denominations is
warranted, based not only on their
formal standards, but also on their
actual practice.”
Those who wished to retain fellowship
with the GKN stressed that they have a
responsibility to them and that you can-
not cut ties with your family, the GKN
being the parent church.

When the vote was called, Synod
voted 89 to 80 (with a number abstain-
ing) not to break fraternal relations with
the GKN. Efforts to reconsider the mat-
ter the next day were unsuccessful.

The ordination of women

The issue of ordaining women has
been on the synodical agenda for over
twenty years. In what was seen as a
compromise, Synod decided (according
to CRC Voices)

to permit classes (regional groups

of churches) to make an exception

to the existing church order and or-
dain women as elders, ministers,
and evangelists. In order to ordain
women, the classis must declare
that the word male is inoperative in
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response to local needs and cir-

cumstances.
The compromise is apparently in the
fact that the church order was not
changed permanently. However, this
action also means that the decision does
not require ratification next year (as is
normal for church order changes) and
is effective immediately. As part of the
“compromise,” Synod also made further
decisions on this issue, including:

Classes shall not delegate
women to synod or assign them
synodical functions;

Classes that do not approve of
women'’s ordination shall acknowl-
edge the right of the congregations
within their jurisdiction to ordain
women as elders (not ministers) in
response to local needs;

In the process of declaring
women as candidates for ministry,
board members and synodical dele-
gates who cannot support such ac-
tion may abstain from voting;

Synodical agencies shall not
appoint women as ministers of the
Word to any field of labour within
their jurisdiction, nor seek to have
them installed by a local church.

In an effort to keep this issue off the
synod agenda for the next five years,
synod also decided that this arrange-
ment shall be in effect until the year
2000. The liberals got their wish and

the conservatives had to be satisfied
with some “face-saving” decisions
about restricting the participation of
women in classes and elsewhere.
In further action on related matters,
synod decided that Synod 1992’s
decision to allow women to “ex-
pound the Word of God” does
mean that a woman may bring a
message that she has prepared in of-
ficial worship services. Further-
more, by defeating a motion to the
opposite effect, synod declared the
1992 decision that women may ex-
pound to remain in effect. Thus a
woman may expound under the
authority of the elders of a congre-
gation with or without approval by
a classis.
Again efforts to reconsider the matter
failed to garner adequate support at
synod.

The future?

This synod was clearly under the
control of the liberal wing of the CRC.
This was especially clear when the
meeting voted to continue the frater-
nal relations with the GKN in spite of
the fact that the representative of the
GKN hours before blatantly defended
not only the toleration but also full
participation of active homosexuals in
the life and offices of the church. As
Dr. W. Robert Godfrey put it, “Is there
nothing clear in the Bible? . . . this

READER’S FORUM

| position on homosexuality is very un-

biblical and very unrighteous.” Yet
synod voted to continue fraternal rela-
tions with them, in spite of the fact
that years of warning have gone un-
heeded. In making this decision, the
CRC officially leaves itself open to all
what is unbiblical and unrighteous in
the GKN and the GKN will continue
to have a very detrimental influence
on the CRC.

Also in the issue of the ordination
of women, the liberals in the CRC
clearly gained by far the most with the
“compromise” decision, especially
considering that the new arrangement
would be in effect until the year 2000.
After the years of wrangling on this is-
sue it would appear to be extremely
difficult to get this point on the agenda
of next year’s synod in any meaning-
ful way.

To this observer, the battle for a Bib-
lical direction of the CRC has now been
lost. If that analysis is correct, the many
churches and many individual believers
who want to be true to Scripture and
confession have hard choices to make.
May the Lord be merciful to them and
show them the way.

'My thanks to co-editor, Rev. G. Ph. van
Popta and Miss Margaret VanderVelde, Li-
brarian at the Theological College, for pro-
viding me with this material off the Internet.

Confessional membership:
a new terminology?

| do not profess to know all the ins
and outs of the issues concerning our
ongoing contact with the OPC (Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church), but some-
where along the line a new terminology
seems to have evolved. | do not remem-
ber hearing the phrase confessional
membership before this time. What
does the term actually mean? Is it an
accurate term to use? [ have always
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been taught that | have been a member
of the church since | was born [HC #
74]. Was 1 a second class member until
| did public profession of my faith? Even
then I was only seventeen at the time.
True enocugh I had been to catechism for
a number of years, had faithfully mem-
orized the beloved old Heidelberger
every week — sometimes on the bus on
the way to the dark and dreary 1.O.O.F.

hall in downtown Edmonton. (Ch, why
did | not realize the value of truly learn-
ing-by-heart?!) We also studied the Bel-
gic Confession, but | do not remember
whether we made a thorough study of
the Canons of Dort. (I do remember
studying them later at Women’s Society
in Cloverdale. | also remember some-
times thinking, Oh, this sounds pretty
good, until | realized | was reading the



error section — it was not so clearly
marked in the old Book of Praise!)

Yet | answered with heartfelt hon-
esty to the question, Do you believe
the doctrine of the Word of God, sum-
marized in the articles of the Christian
faith (that’s how it read back in 1967)
and taught here in this Christian church
to be the true and complete doctrine of
salvation? and all the serious weighty
questions that followed. s this what
gave me the status of confessional
member? | don't think so. It made me a
communicant member with new privi-
leges and responsibilities. | had been a
confessing member well before that
time, every time that | confessed that |
believed in the Lord jesus Christ and
that | wanted to walk according to his
will; every time | told my peers at
school to watch their language; every
time | explained that | could not visit for
the weekend, because | did not want to
miss going to church on Sunday.

Is it perhaps because the wording
of the question asked at public profes-
sion of faith has changed, that a new
terminology also has evolved? The
question used to say “. . . summarized
in the articles of the Christian faith.”
Now it reads “. . . summarized in the
confessions.” Has this perhaps changed
the meaning of the question in the eyes
- and ears — of some of our church
members? Our Synods maintain that
the resulting change from articles to
confessions was a linguistic revision. It
was only “. . . a linguistic change and
not one in meaning” (Art. 121, 122 Syn-
od Lincoln 1992). Do we church mem-
bers hear what Synod has judged, or
do we give our own preferred nuances
to the terms articles and confessions?
You might be thinking: So what? Let
me digress a little bit.

| just graduated last year (finally)
from Trinity Western, a local evangeli-
cal university. | attended classes for 10+
years with many enthusiastic, Christ-
confessing young people. | learned a lot
from them. | also saw how they put
much emphasis on their baptism as
young adults, once they had confessed
that Christ was their Savior. That is
when they actually became church
members. Do we want to head in that
direction? | surely hope not! We do not
become members of the church by con-
fession. That is an Anabaptist position.
We do not have a church made up of

confessing believers. That would ex-
clude our children. That is not a
covenantal view. That is individualistic.
it is anti-covenantal and anti-true

church. Are we adopting a pure church,
that is, a Believers church doctrine?

Pure church and true church are not
the same thing! From our Belgic Con-
fession we learn that a Reformed ‘true
church’ doctrine describes the church
1) by faithful and pure preaching which
conforms to scripture and confessions;
2) by faithful and pure administration of
two sacraments as signs and seals of the
covenant as Christ has instituted them;
and 3) by faithful exercise of Church
discipline for correcting and punishing
church members who live in sin. An
Anabaptist ‘pure church’ doctrine de-
fines church 1) by the personal confes-
sion of believers; 2) by the use of the
sacraments as a sign of the individual
believer’s confession; and 3) in order
to keep the church pure, by the banning
and shunning of sinners who have
given themselves to the Lord and yet
who slip sometimes and inadvertently
fall into error or sin (cf the Schleitheim
Confession, an Anabaptist confession of
1527).*% Surely it is Anabaptistic teach-
ing to promote an ecclessiology based
on confessional membership!

Public profession of faith is a seri-
ous, important step in the lives of
young church members. But we
should not shift its focus. It does not
mark an entrance into or acceptance
by the church. Young people make
public profession because they are al-
ready church members who, by the
grace of God, are ready for the privi-
leges and responsibilities that come
with this profession. Our form for bap-
tism says that infants are baptized as
heirs of the kingdom of God and of His
covenant even though they do not un-
derstand this. At public profession of
faith young adults say, Yes, | now un-
derstand and believe this. | accept as
true all that God has revealed in His
Word and | believe that the promises
and blessings of the covenant are not
just for others but also for me. Our
young people say, Amen! to the
promises of God. They say, Yes, | do
believe that as an infant | already be-
longed to God’s covenant and con-
gregation (Q&A 74). That is a world of
apart from confessional membership.

*The Schieitheim Confession is often
called the first Baptist confession of
faith, adopted by a Swiss Brethren
Conference at Schleitheim. { Clyde L.
Manschreck, ed.A History of Christian-
ity, Baker, 1981)
Sarah Vandergugten
Cloverdale, B.C.
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By Roelof and Theresa Janssen

While the world made preparations
for the pagan practices of Hallowe’en
we had the opportunity to meet with
fellow believers to speak about God's
reformational work. Dr. Venema asked,
“How many Can. Reformed pecple, ten
years ago, even imagined that God
would draw so many of His children
out of the C.R.C.21" Yes, God is still a
work, and at this time of reflecting on
the events of the year 1517, we also
ask for wisdom and gu;ddnce in the
years ahead, so that we do not hinder or
deny God's work.

The conference was held in Cal-
gary and organized by the independent
Lkurches of Calgary and Lethbridge. Al-
though the conference was called an el-
ders and deacons conference, it was
well-attended by men and women, old
and young. And so about one hundred
people of various reformed churches
gathered together in good harmony to
hear what the Head of the Church de-
mands of His people. Dr. Venema, from
Mid America Reformed Seminary, was
the keynote speaker, s’eéévering three
speeches and allowing time for ques-
tions and comments

The first speech was heard Friday
evening and was entitled “The Future of
the Independent Churches.” Dr. Venema
presented various challenges and em-
phasized t‘xa* each person is called to
be faithful in whatever circumstances
he finds himself. One must cherish one’s
history but also test all things against
God's word. Dr. Venema warned against
building the house from the ground up.
Instead, we should make use of the ex-
citing and rich traditions of creeds,
church or iers and church life. Also
emphasized w tbe need to “seek out

greas;ve!y are Of‘bh ip with other Re-
formed Lmr&e:; is very important
that this first be done locally. For a com-
plete summary of ’iw sp eech see the ar-
ticle by Rev. Schouten in the December
1994 issue of Clarion.

L
Led

On Saturday morning we began at |

9:05 a.m. with opening devotions, af-
ter which Dr. Venema was promptly
nvited to deliver his second speech
entitied, “Biblical and Confessional
Foundations for the Offices of the
Church.” The three points were

1. Foundational Principles of Church

Government

2. What are the Respective Offices of
Mini :316:3-:, Fider, and Deacon

3. Officebearer Trammg in the Local
Church

Dr. Venema emphasized that each
church is governed by elders and not by
broader assemblies, or even by a min-
ister. Christ governs through the elder:
and since Christ governs we may know

at we ARE church and don't have to
sir ve to become one. Since we ARE
church we may know that we have the
fullness and richness to fulfil our prop-
er calling.

Dr. Venema asserted that Christ
teaches that there are s‘:hre" offices in
the church, no more, no less. He con-
firmed that the Presbyterian church
also believes this even though they use
only two terms, elder and deacon. For
Presbyterians, the elder category is di-
vided into two groups giving essentially
three offices. Dr. Venema spoke about
elders as being pastors since their sec-
ond function is to shepherd God’s
fiock. Elders must govern as shepherds.
The task of the deacons does not only
involve dealing with the collectien
money, but also has the goal of stimu-
lating individual church members to

faithfulness in the use of their resources
in daily life.
With regard to officebearer training

Dr. Venema strongly ﬂmphasizeé that
men must first be trained and then not
inated and elected. If men are unwilling
to come to training sessions they should
be excluded from the nomination list.
fter coffee and cake we gathered
\(‘befh@rf r the final speech entitled

"y

Tasks of Officebearers” with the

subpoints
1. Conduct of Family Visits
2. Practice of Discipline
3. Work of Evangelism
Dr. Venema gave ;amgiy visiting the fol-
lowing definition: “an official means of
concretely applying God’s Word as
shepherd.” This work can be done most
effectively when an elder has a very
defined district in which to work. He
must also establish a system of record
keeping and very importantly he must
always prepare properly for every visit.
It was suggested that an elder not allow
a sole passage of Scripture to govern the
entire visit, but to be prepared to leamn
more about the family through mean-
ingful conversations and well-phrased
questions {(which need more than “yes”
and “no” answers). An important aspect
of famnily visiting is to deal pastorally
with the children. They must be in-
cluded as part of the family and there-
also be drawn into the discussion.
Elders were encouraged to stick to their
schedule. If prowems occur, schedule
another visit but do not break the next
scheduled appointment. In conclusion
to this section Dr. Venema stated that
“we need to diligently maintain and
perfect the practice of family visiting.”
In regards to discipline Dr. Venema
emphasized the necessity for the proper
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preaching of the Word and mutual dis-
cipline. Without these the task of the el-
ders becomes very difficult. We must
remember that a lack of discipline dis-
honours God’s name. Righteousness
and peace are produced through disci-
pline since through such a means the
sinner is restored to God. If sin is not
removed it will leaven the whole lump.
He also recalled the fact that the lack
of discipline in the C.R.C. has been a
major cause for the deformation in it.
We must encourage each other in our
Christian walk but also hold each other
accountable.

Dr. Venema stated that we need to
“rediscover a Reformed manner of
evangelism.” Again the proper preach-
ing of the Word stands in the forefront.
The minister and the elders must show
the congregation by word and deed
how to evangelize. They must provide
hospitality and welcome strangers with-
in the community first of all. The work
of the church is to gather and all of the
congregation must be involved with this
work of Christ.

Saturday afternoon Rev. Wynia led
us in a Reformation service after which
the conference was closed. It was an

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

encouraging and uplifting time and we
hope to be able to experience many
more such gatherings. We also hope
and pray that they may lead to a visible
unity of the faith.

'In the Christmas Issue of Clarion Rev. R.
Schouten wrote about The Future of the
Independent Churches — the title of a speech
by Dr. C. Venema of Mid America Reformed
Seminary given on Oct. 28, 1994. The next
day Dr. Venema delivered some speeches
for an Elders Conference. This report deals
mainly with the latter meeting.

Dear Editor:

In the article “Return to Babel via
the Computer?” (Clarion, June 16), the
author makes an interesting point about
how man is using computer technology
as a modern day Babel.

The conclusion that silicon chips
might be implanted in babies at birth,
however, is rather far fetched and raises
people’s anxiety about technology un-
necessarily. To present technology in
terms of “a scary thought for God’s peo-
ple” is not helpful or enlightening for
your readers living “in the last days.”

As the article indicates, computer
technology is a part of God’s wonder-
ful creation. The computer is an in-
credible tool that we, as Christians,
need not fear. Instead we need to un-
derstand and master it, in response to
our miandate to subdue the earth. Just
like the printing press, the radio, or tele-
vision that came before, we must use
technology to benefit God’s people.

At the same time, we know that
technology is being used for evil. Yes,
“there is nothing new under the sun.”
We can see man’s evil heart in maga-
zines on the newsstand, in music on the
radio, in videos, and movies on televi-
sion, and also on the Internet. Our duty,
of course, is to exercise discretion and
self-control, to be wise and avoid evil,
regardless of the source.

So what about God's people living in
the last days? We do not need to fear

computer technology, but rather fear an
increasing tolerance for evil by society
and the authorities set over us. The threat
to Christians is not in the future when
“the merger of silicon chips to brain tis-
sue” might happen, but it is here, now,
all around us. As our Lord Jesus said,
“Watch therefore.” (Matt. 24:42)

Ron Bremer
Carlisle, ON

Dear Mr. Editor:

One a (well-remembered) remark
was made in (y)our magazine that it
would be better for our readers, espe-
cially the younger ones, not to reach for
books written by “outsiders.” Although
the term “outsider” was not further de-
fined, it was generally understood as
“non Canadian Reformed.”

CLARION itself, however, does not
set an example for this. | am time and
again struck by the multitude of refer-
ences to publications of such “outsiders”
made by you and other contributors.

Taking only the most recent issue
as an example, the readers are referred
to (by ‘see...) to Faith Today, Recover-
ing Holiness, and authors like Vern
Poythress, Richard D. Holliday, Donald
Mcleod, Fleming U. Revell and Fred-
erick D. Bruner. From back issues many
more may be added.

I myself am of course hopelessly be-
hind the times, having grown up and

lived in such “insiders” (1) like Kuyper
and Bavinck, Ridderbos, Bouwman, T.
Hoekstra, S. Greydanus, B. Holwerda
and of course K. Schilder. Then there
were the younger ones like J. Kamphuis,
C. Trimp and our “own” Dr. J. Faber.
They in their turn built upon the rich past
of older Reformed authors, among them
of course John Calvin foremost, and thus,
via the “church fathers” back to the
Source of all: the Word of God itself.

| am of course happy to discover
that our present theologians have been
enabled by their churches to be up to
date in their libraries. There is no doubt
in me that, when they refer to names like
the above mentioned, they consider
these as faithfully Reformed worthy of
our trust.

But are the former generations for-
gotten? (I hesitate to add the products of
our “own” Canadian Reformed writers).

Convinced that “there is nothing
new under the sun” (Eccles. 1), the for-
mer champions for the Reformed Faith
are still up to date.

Would it, so | ask, not be good,
even necessary that our present-day
writers introduce us, their readers, into
this whole world of for us mostly un-
known authors? Let us know more
about their background, the theological
milieu they live in and their positions
in today’s wider Reformed world.
Notwithstanding the above quoted
warning against “outsiders,” many of
our number reads books by men like
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R.C. Sproul, John MacArthur, jr., J.1.
Packer (one finds their names now and
then in local bulletins). A growing
number is attending conferences by
Ligonier spokesmen and others (as you
see, | am not completely out of touch).
No one would adhere to the old
Latin rule of quod licet lovi non licet
bovi. Nor would anyone promote tun-
nel-vision. We rather stick with Paul’s
“all are yours.” Well then, do not only
“refer” to strangers, but introduce us
more clearly to what obviously must
be God’s gifts that may enrich us — be
it then in addition to our own rich Re-
formed past and heritage!
Respectfully,
G. VanDooren,
Burlington, ON

Dear Editor,

Re: On confessional Membership and
Binding. A. Sikkema, May 19, 1995.

There is nothing new under the sun,
one way or other, when this issue is
raised. There is nothing new either with
members of the church who entangle
themselves in false dilemmas. Brother
Sikkema could greatly benefit from
reading up on the history of the Seces-
sion of 1834 as well as the Dutch
schism of the late 1960s. Similar issues
were at stake then. The pre-1944 histo-
ry of the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands (GKN) also includes a se-
ries of public struggles for confessional
faithfulness.

P RESS RELEASE

About 80 years ago, the churches
dealt with the issue of membership in
the so-called Christian Students Union.
This organization lacked a confessional
basis, and had a broadly based mem-
bership which included dozens of the-
ological students in both Amsterdam
and Kampen, as well as a few profes-
sors. Although consistories received ad-
vice on the matter, it was never solved
in a confessionally satisfactory man-
ner. As a matter of act, the defenders of
CSU-membership later turned out to
be leaders in the dump-Schilder faction.

The Netelenbos (he saw nothing
wrong with preaching in the same
NHK-pulpit normally occupied by a
preacher who taught very unreformed
views) and the Geelkerken-cases could
not be resolved on the basis of Scripture
and Confessions. Both ministers wanted
“freedom” to express themselves and
separated themselves from the Re-
formed Churches.

By the 1930s, synods were request-
ed to provide advice what to do with
church members who had joined the
Dutch Nazi-party (N.S.B.). Some of
these people were even in leadership
positions in the Nazi-movement. (I trust
that nothing needs to be added about
the Nazi ideology).

Successive synods dealt with the
NSB-issue, and one may conclude from
the advice given to consistories that
membership in such a party was ruled
to be incompatible with that of the
church. Synod added that on an indi-

vidual basis, those members were to
be admonished and disciplined.

Schilder’s struggle for the unity of
the church (re: John 17) centered
around the very issue of “confessional
membership.” In Schilder’s time - and
is this happening again? — many in the
Reformed churches had taken the
Solomonic line and were contributing
to the deformation of the churches.
The fact that the CSU had such a fol-
lowing among students, emphasizes
this; in effect, the student’s attitude was
that the confessions were only for ec-
clesiastical matters (if that). That this de-
formation caused disunity in the
churches became painfully evident in
the cases involving the CSU, NSB and,
ultimately, in the deposition of Schilder
and many other office bearers in 1944
and 1945.

Why is it that some act as if they
are on a short leash with our confes-
sional standards?

Should brother Sikkema have a spe-
cific problem with any of the Confes-
sions, the proper way for him is to ap-
proach his consistory for help. If the
problem merits further attention the
Consistory may wish to put it to a
broader assembly for consideration. As
it stands now, the brother is involving
everyone in his dilemma which more
study on his part could easily solve.

Albert van der Heide,
Surrey, BC

Press Release of Classis Ontario-
South held on june 14, 1995 in
Ancaster.

1. On behalf of the convening
church at Chatham, Rev. G. Wieske
opens the meeting at 9 a.m. by request-
ing to sing Hymn 64:1 and 4. He reads
2 Tim. 2:1-13 and leads in prayer.

2. He welcomes all present, espe-
cially br. J. Plug and family. Br. J. Plug
who will be examined at this classis.
He mentioned that Rev. G. Snip ac-
cepted the call to Edmonton-Immanuel
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and that the church at Lincoln called
the Rev. W. DenHollander. He further
congratulates Rev. Agema with his re-
cent call from the church at Fergus.

3. The delegates from Chatham
check the credentials. All churches are
represented by their primi delegates.
The church at Blue Bell only sent one
delegate. .

4. Rev. Wieske invites the officers of
classis to take their seats. Classis is
constituted with Rev. Agema as chair-
man, Rev. De Gelder as clerk and Rev.
Wieske as vice-chairman.

5. The chairman asked the meeting
to adopt the agenda as received.

Preparatory examination of br. J.
Plug. The documents are in order and
br. Plug delivers his sermon proposal on
1 Samuel 10:9-13. In closed session
the deputies’ report is read by Rev. De
Gelder, followed by a general discus-
sion. After voting it is decided to pro-
ceed with the examination.

Rev. Agema examines him in O.T.
exegesis (Isaiah 65); Rev. Hofford on
N.T. exegesis (Ephesians 3) and Rev.
Stam on doctrine and creeds {ecclesi-



ology), each for 25 minutes. The other
delegates are given 10 minutes to ask
questions after each subject. The meet-
ing goes into closed session to evaluate
the examination. Classis decides there
are no objections to declare br. J. Plug
eligible for call within our churches.

He is informed of this decision by
the chairman who congratulates him
and his family and asks br. Plug not to
teach anything against God’s Word as
confessed in the Three Forms of Unity.
Br. Plug makes this promise verbally. Af-
ter singing Ps. 24:1 and 4, Rev. Wieske
leads in thanksgiving prayer and the
chairman adjourns the meeting for
lunch and gives the delegates the op-
portunity to congratulate br. Plug and
his wife.

6. At 1:45 p.m. classis is reopened.
Roll call is held. All the brothers are
present.

Preparatory examination of br. }.
Poppe. The documents are in order.
Br. Poppe delivers his sermon proposal
on 1 Peter 2:11 and 12 in the auditori-
um. In closed session itis discussed and
after voting classis decides to proceed
with the examination.

Rev. Agema examines him on exe-
gesis of Ezek. 3;1-27; Rev. Hofford on
exegesis of Luke 12;1-21 and Rev. Stam
on doctrine and creeds (focussing on
the doctrine about God). Again the oth-
er delegates are invited to participate
as well. Classis then goes into closed
session to discuss the examination. Af-
ter voting, classis declares br. Poppe
eligible for call and in open session
this news is conveyed to br. Poppe and
his wife by the chairman.

After promising not to teach anything
that conflicts with the Word of God as
confessed in the Three Forms of Unity,
the chairman hands him the declaration
of eligibility as well as a Letter of Call, re-
ceived from the church at Calgary.

After singing Hymn 28:1-4 and
thanksgiving prayer by Rev. De Gelder,
classis breaks for 15 minutes to con-
gratulate br. Poppe and his wife.

7. At 5 p.m. classis resume with
roll call. All brothers are present.

Question Period ad. article 44 C.O.
is held. one church seeks advice in a
matter of discipline. Advice is given.

8. Correspondence: It was noted
that the presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church is
going to appeal to Regional Synod-East
1995 the March decision of Classis
Ontario-South.

The church at Lincoln asks for the
release of Rev. G. Snip who accepted
the call to Immanuel Church in Ed-
monton. The necessary documents are
read and in order. Classis most hon-
ourably releases Rev. Snip from his
ministerial duties in this classical region
and a certificate noting the same is
given to him.

The chairman thanks Rev. Snip for
his work in this classis and wishes him
and his family the blessing of the Lord
for the future. Rev. De Gelder is ap-
pointed as Lincoln’s counsellor at their
request and he is also delegated to rep-
resent classis at Rev. Snip’s farewell ser-
vice on june 25.

The church at Lincoln also invites
classis to its 25th church anniversary
this summer. Classis appoints Rev.
Wieske to represent her. Classis breaks
for supper.

9. The meeting resumes at 7 o'clock.
Roll call is held. All delegates are
present.

The chairman welcomes student
Th. Lodder who will be examined with
a view to receive permission to speak
an edifying word within the churches.
The documents are found to be in or-
der. Classis goes to the auditorium to
listen to br. Lodder’s sermon proposal
on john 3:3-8. in closed session this
proposal is discussed. Classis decides to
proceed with the examination.

In open session Rev. Stam exam-
ines him with regards to doctrine and
creeds. Classis again goes into closed
session to evaluate the examination. It
is found to be satisfactory and br. Lod-
der is informed that he receives the
right to speak an edifying Word for a
period of twelve months, provided he
promises not to teach anything against
God’s Word as confessed the Three
Forms of Unity. Br. Lodder readily
gives this promise.

We sing Ps. 63:1 and 2, after which
the chairman leads in thanksgiving.
Classis breaks for 10 minutes to give the
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delegates the opportunity to congratu-
fate student Lodder.

10. Correspondence: Letter from the
church of Watford asking classis for
advice because of its contacts with the
Independent Christian Reformed
church at Wyoming. Watford asks: how
must we as Can. Ref. churches pro-
ceed in working towards unity with oth-
er churches which we acknowledge to
be faithful to Jesus Christ? Watford feels
that it would be beneficial to have a
common general strategy.

Classis advises the church at Wat-
ford to contact the deputies for ecclesi-
astical unity as appointed by General
Synod 1995 in view of their mandate.

11. Reports: The following reports
were received with thankfulness.

a. Annual financial report from the
classical treasurer.

b. Auditors report of the treasurer’s
books. '

c. Inspection report of classical
archives.

d. Financial report of needy stu-
dents fund.

e. Church visitation reports to the
churches of Chatham, Blue Bell,
Hamilton, Grand Rapids, Ancaster and
Attercliffe.

12. Appointments; Convening
church for next classis: Grand Rapids.
Suggested officers: Rev. Hofford,
chairman; Rev. Agema, clerk and Rev.
De Gelder, vice chairman.

Date and place: Sept. 13, 1995 in
Attercliffe.

The appointment of church visitors
and examiners is postponed till Sept.
classis.

13. Personal Question Period.

Rev. Agema speaks some words of
appreciation to Rev. Snip who is pre-
sent for the last time. Rev. Snip replies
to these words by wishing the brothers
the blessing of the Lord.

14. Censure ad art 34 C.O. is not
necessary. The Acts are read and adopt-
ed. The Press Release is read and ap-
proved. We sing Hymn 58:1 and 2 and
after prayer by the chairman, classis is
closed at 11:45 p.m.

For classis Ont. South, june 14,
1995,

G. Wieske, vice chairman
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UR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Auni Betty

Dear gmy Beavers, WATER!
xo;e you are enjoying your summer holidays. Here Without water no living thing can exist. Fill in each
are ots of ?W—ﬁ-{% to help keep you busy. blank with the name of the parson.
1. .and turned water to blood.
Exodus 7:20
2. ___baptized with water. Matthew 3:11
3. movad upon the face of the waters. Gen 1:2
L4, ___said to “let judgment run down as waters.”
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES Amos 5:24
Thisis a g@aig}uzzii for the su;nmemm@ when many 5. commanded his chariot o stop so he could
crops are ready. Do you have any of these in your garden? be baptized in water. Acts 8:36
1. Pomegranate, a. Used to make something 6. said one had to be born of water and the
1 Kings 7:18-21 clean. Spirit to enter the Kingdom of God. John 3:5
?g '5' 2/ [, :+O an ',,g:rh.; o . f ¢ - =
2 Lentits, b, Jesus used to teach that God L7 drew water from a rock. Exodus 17:5-6
Genesis 25:34 is merciful in giving time for o o .
3. Wild grapes, sinners to repent. 8. lay beside a pool waiting for the moving of
lsaiah 5:1-2,7 c. jesus used to teach about the water. John 5:7
4. H\/ESOP: _ , Wfifh; o g. had water poured over his sacrifice until
R Psalm 5t7 d. Used to make a holy it fitled the trench around the altar. 1 Kings 18:30,35
5. Fig, Luke 13:6-7 ointrment . _ h p
—~ T s s i ma ac
6. Cucumbers, e. Decorated pillars in the 0. livedona boat many months because of
Number 11:5 Temple a flood. Genesis 7:1,24
7. Olive oil, f. Compared to the house of
Exodus 30:24-25 fsrael -
25 israel. o ' , SEARC
8. Mustard seed, g. Jacob used in his stew. ANIMAL WORD SEARCH
Luke 17:6 h. Vf;éetagiﬂs Hebrews longed by Busy beaver Nicole Alderliesten
9. Mandrakes, in the . . .
axes, . for in the wilderness, P U P PYAUGTUJITICTH K
Genesis 30:14-16 i.  Amos gathered this fruit. P'B I R D K I T T EDNU X M U
10. qycamc-'”e fruit, j. Rachel bargained with Leah - 2R o ) :
Armos 7 t0 have them. F D J %z I T DB S WWILCAT
O A 2 R Y I BE S A B F C ¥ O 8
A ¥ D O G J C K A Z H ¥ B N C
SAYS WHI(O! ) - -
N _ % o o L A E S R G T L UZPODNZY N A
ir“*gere ife ;ifw;\ we'svi!—k:;!ewn saymfgls from the Bible. Can y})aé H 0 ¢ I DF E S G RPF K A Y L
i t lanks wiitn the name of the person who saig eacn? \ w N
Hiin ine blanks witi name o ine person who said eac 0o CcC J P F O X Q B B V c o ov
1.4 Lord is m el 7 - - I,
I “;he Lerd ;s mdeheprifew. 5 T P P OD X ¢ 1L B E A R W E
) (=S oy s . - <
e e £ Ee?’v aiTi i, 5end me . ¢ L DR W B 2 E O V M P M X 8
e 3. xsug;ﬂ mar;{ be born {cé n, he M ¢ H I ¢ K ¥ 58 0O R S E A ¥ F
cannot see the kingdom of God. ;
st bfwe C 0O W NV P M OUHNI KTE VY E W L
4, “Believe on.the LORrD jesus Christ, - find o 2
N SR T Yy ¥ o ¢
and thou shalt he saved.” Lan you 1ing these words! ) §
5. “But the greatest of these is lov bear cat chick calves
— 2 o L ! t I cow dog foal fox
_________ _ 6.7 ' N?f{ not yg{:b:r heart be troubled; \,/Ou hippo horse kitten monkeay
believe in God, believe also in me/ PUPPY seal whale
ARl P . 7
~ 7. "Create in me a clean heart, O God. N
0 A fr o Clues to Says Who?
___________ 8. “As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.” 1. Ps. 23:1, 2. fsaiah 6:8, 3. John 3:3, 4. Acis 16:31, 5.1
— _ 9. “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes Corinthians 13:13, 6. john 14:1, 7. Ps. 51:10, 8. joshua
away the sins of the world.” 24:1,15, 9. lohn 1:29, 10. Acts 3:6
“Sitver and gold | have none, but
what [ do have | give you.” That's all for this time, Busy Beavers! Enjoy your summer!
(T pe thy i1y
{Clues at the end!) Love, Aunt Betty
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Psalm 105:1-11

With thankfulness to the LORD
who made everything well, we
joyfully announce the birth of
our first son

JUSTIN ANTHONY

Born June 13, 1995
Tony and Krista Vanommen
' (nee Elzinga)
A brother for Roslynn

2nd granchild for

Mr. and Mrs. K. Elzinga
14th grandchild for

Mr. and Mrs. J. Vanommen

266 Broadway
Orangeville, ON LOW 1K9

—

L

Praise God from Whom all blessings
Sflow.

With thankfulness to the Lord,
Who has given us this precious
gift, we announce the birth of
our daughter

DANIELLE JAN

Born May 29, 1995
Erwin and Helen Peters
Matthew
Jeffrey
Box 99

Neerlandia, AB TOG 1RO

1L

_
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O sing unto the Lord a new song; for
He hath done marvelous things.

Psalm 98:1a

Our heavenly Father, Creator
and Sustainer of life, has once
again blessed our family with
the birth of one of His covenant
children.

DEANNA LYNN

Born on May 29,1995

A new little sister for
Chelsey Lynn
~ Rebecca Lynn

Her thankful parents
- Bert and Henrietta Tenhage
(nee Gansekoele)

21 Braeside Road
Fergus, ON NIM 2V1

We joyfully announce the birth
of ‘

=l

God has richly blessed us with
the birth of our third child, a sont

DEREK JOHN

Born March 4, 1995

A brother for Jordan and
Amanda
Wayne and Laura Oostenbrug

Box 982 - ‘
Picture Butte, AB TOK 1V0

=

L
r

For Thou didst form my inward
‘parts, Thou didst knit me together in
nty mother’s womb. I praise Thee,
for Thow art fearful and wonderful.
Thou knowest me right well.

Psalm 139:13-14

With joy and thankfulness to
the Lord, we wish to announce
the birth of our second child, a
son. We named him

MATTHEW
STEPHEN

Born May 18, 1995

A brother for Johanna Lynn

John and Hilda Boeringa
(nee DeVos)

19 Brennan Drive
Strathroy, ON L7G 352

N
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Qur Lord has again richly
blessed us by entrusting into
our care another child, this time
a daughter

DENISE EVA
VAN SYDENBORGH

Born June 3, 1995
Warren is an excited big brother.

Paul and Sharon
Van Sydenborgh
(nee Smouter)
621 Dynes Road
Burlington, ON L7N 2V4
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With thankfulness to the Lord
who has blessed our family with
another child, we announce the
birth of our third son

RAYMOND JOSHUA

Born May 30, 1995

John (Archie) and Diana Kobes
(nee Peetoom)

Dauvid, Kevin

35450 Calgary Avenue
Abbotsford, BC V3G 1J6

| Winnipeg, MB R2C 3V8

With thankfulness to our faith-
ful covenant God, we announce
that He has again entrusted to
us a son

FRASER MITCHELL

Born June 8, 1995

A brother for Jonathan and
Annemarie

Edward and Marianne Slaa
(nee Bergsma)

34 Hatcher Road

L
I

We thank God for entrusting to
us another one of His covenant
children, a daughter who we
have named

LORETTE ALISE

Born 26 May 1995

Sister for Duane Martin
Shaune Janine
Ed and Bernice Eikelboom
(van Andel)
6 Larsen Road
Byford, WA 6201
Australia
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May your unfailing love rest upon us, even as we put our |
hope 1# you. Psaim 3322 1
With great joy and thankfulness to the Lord, we

MIKE HOFSINK and SYLVIA LEFFERS

===,

jovtully announce our engagement i
February 27, 1995
Ste. 1 - 275 Columbia Blvd,, Lethbridge, AB TIK 4

)

l |
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“In Him we were chosen, having been predestined according
to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity
with the purpose of His will, .. .”

Ephesigns 1:11

With thankfulness to our heavenly Father, who in

His eternal plan has brought us together we
ALLEN KOMDEUR and KERRY ROODZANT

joytully announce our engagement,
April 30, 1995
84 Major Wm. Sharpe Dr., Brampton, ON LéX 3T7

e
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Song of Songs 8: 6 and 7 i
With great joy and thankfulness to the Lord, who
brought them togsther, Mrs. Klazina Vanderdeen
and Mr. and Mrs, Dick Vandevelde announce the
marriage of their children

PETER
and

MARILYN GRACE

The ceremony will take place D.V,, on July 7, 1995,

at 2 pom. in ‘the Canadian Reformed Church at |
Smithers, B.C.

Rev. B.J. Berends officiating.

Future address:
| 3408 - 20 Avenue, Vernon, B.C. VIT 1E7 gj
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PSALM 136
With joy and thankfulness to God, Mr. and Mrs.

n Gerard Kruyswijk are pleased to anmounce the up- |
| coming marriage of their daughter i
i i
| MARGARET FLIZABETH ’1

to |

EDWIN THEODORE f
son of Mr. and Mrs. Johan Ludwig. The ceremony
will take place D.V. on Friday, July 21, 1995 at the
i Canadian Reformed Church of Smithville, Ontario.
. Rev. |. Ludwig officiating.

Future address:
109 Grissin N. Apt. 2,

Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

=
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| “The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in
Sfrom this time forth and for evermore.”

=

Psalm 121.8

With gmﬁﬁ,.de to our heaverndy Father, who guides
| the lives of his children, Mr. and Mrs. Ron Berends
. and Mr. and Mrs. Willem Wildeboer joyfully an-
nounce the forthcoming marriage of their children
JANET TERESA
and
WILLEM ANDREW

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on
Saturday, Tuiy 29,1995 at E”? 30 p.n. in the Canadian
Reformed Church at Langley, British Columbia.
Revered B.]. Berends officiating.

62 Crozier Street
Grand Valley, ON LON 1G0

fl
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With thankfulness to the Lord who brought them ||
together, Mr. and Mrs. John Medemblik are pleased
to announce the forthcoming marriage of their
daughter

MICHELLE CAROLYN

ic
THEODORE JOHN

son of Mr. and Mrs. Arie Flach.

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, Sat-
urday, July 29, 1995, at 11:00 a.m. in the Maranatha
j Canadian Reformed Church in Fergus, Ontario.
Rev. WW.]. VanOene officiating.

Future Address:

1205 Fernel Ave. E., Apt. 703

Hamilton, Ontario L8T 1T1

i il
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I With thankfulness to our heavenly Father for sover-
[ eignly guiding our lives in this way, we

RICHARD EDWIN POT

and ,

MONICA JOAN DE VOS
together with our parents, would like to inform
you of our forthcoming marriage.
The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on
Saturday, 22nd of July, 1995 at 11:00 a.m. in the Free
Reformed Church of Byford, Western Australia.

Rev. C. Bouwman officiating.

Address: Future Address:
25 Ralls Cres. 505 Upper Paradise
Armadale, W.A. 6112 ﬁammon ON LoC BE2
Australia Canada |
il
T =
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With praise and thanksgiving to God, we

JUDITH POPPE
and
DEREK KEITH DEWITT

together with our parents, joyfully announce our
marriage. The ceremony took place on June 30, 1995
in the Canadian Reformed church at Carman,
Manitoba.

Rev. PX.A. De Boer officiated.

Box 43, Group 7
East Selkirk, MB ROE 0MO
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With thankfulness to the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. Henk
Berends and Mr. and Mrs. Gerry VanWoudenberg
joyfully announce the marriage of their children

HEATHER MARIA
and
GERARD BRIAN

They will be wed the Lord willing, on Friday, July
21 at 3:00 p.m. in the Canadian Reformed Church at
Langley, British Columbia.

Reverend B.]. Berends officiating.

L
r

Mr. and Mrs. Ken H. Huttema of Roque River, Ore-
gon, US.A. and Mr. and Mrs. Henry van Delden of

Surrey, B.C. joyfully announce the marriage of their
children

SANDRA RUTH
and
WAYNE ANDREW
D.V. Saturday, July 15, 1995
Rev. ]. Moesker officiating

Future address:
9 - Site 5 - SS#1
Houston, BC VO] 120

-

[

With gratitude to our heavenly Father, Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Werkman and Mr. and Mrs. Martin Hooimeyer
are pleased to announce the forthcoming marriage of
their children

MELANIE RAE

to
ERROL SHAWN

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on
Friday, July 28, 1995 in the Canadian Reformed
Church at Neerlandia, AB.

Future address: o
Unit 202 Rev. R. Aasman officiating.
76 Palmer Street Box 7
Guelph, ON N1E 2R1 Neerlandia, AB TOG 1RO
ALISON MATTHEWS 1960 ~ june 16 ~ 1995
and LORD, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.
JAMES VANGORKUM Psalm 90:1

together with our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Garnet
Matthews and Mr. and Mrs. Fred VanGorkum joy-
fully announce our forthcoming marriage.

The ceremony will take place D.V., July 15, 1995 at

2:00 p.m. in the Canadian Reformed Church in
Chatham.

Rev. G. Wieske officiating.

RR1
Chatham, ON N7M 5J1

With great joy and thankfulness to our heavenly Fa-
ther we wish to announce the 35th Wedding An-
niversary of our dear parents and grandparents:
JOHN BARTELS
and
TINA BARTELS (nee Ravensbergen)
Their thankful children and grandchildren:

Smithville, ON:  Wilma and Kevin Haining
Melissa and Tyler

Sophie and Gary Haining
Kristing and Jonathan

Brian and Cheryl Bartels
Wayne and Deanna

Wellandport, ON: Henrietta and Johan Petter
Marisa

Smithwille, ON: Peter Bartels
Tracy Bartels
5165 Bartels Drive, Box 431, Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

L J
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1960 ~ July 22 ~ 1995

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be
glad in it. Psalm 118:24

With thankfulness to the Lord for what He has giv-
en us in them, we announce the 35th Wedding An-
niversary of our dear parents and grandparents

KORNELIS DEBOER
and
ANN DEBOER (Vandenhaak)
Beamsville, ON:
Dunmnville, ON:

Geraldine DeBoer

Ed and Lorraine Feenstra
Luanne, Amanda, Joshua, Jodi

James and Yolanda DeBoer

Jason, Kelly, Nikki

Henry and Corrie Klos
Lorelle, Jocelyn

Cor and Debbie DeBoer
Crystal

John DeBoer
and Pauline Salomons

Andrew DeBoer
and JoAnne VanSoelen
Mary-Lynn DeBoer

Melvin DeBoer
RR 1, 16 Road, Caistor Centre, ON LOR 1E0

L
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Smithwville, ON:
Lynden, WA:

Smithville, ON:

Jerseyville, ON:

Caistor Centre, ON:

L

25th ANNIVERSARY
1970 ~ July 17 ~ 1995
SARAH REGINA (nee Vanpopta)

and
PETER VANDERGUGTEN

God has said “Never will I leave you, never will I forsake
you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I
will not be afraid. What can man do tome?”  pp 13:5 6

We thank and praise the LORD for guiding and bless-
ing Mom and Dad through their first 25 years to-
gether and pray for His continued guidance in the
coming years.

With all our love,

Deborah and Brian Huttema
Mitchel

Jeremy and
(Katherine Krabbendam)

Anthony and
(Karen Emmens)

Mike
Ben
Dave

a0

6237 - 184 Street, Surrey, BC V35 8B1

L
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Haulerwijk, Fr. 1955 ~ Aug. 5, 1995 ~ Vernon, BC
“And what does he desire? Godly offspring.” Mal. 2:15
With thankfulness to the LORD for what He has

given us in them, we announce the 40th Wedding
Anniversary of our dear parents and grandparents,

EBBEL and MAUREEN KAMPEN (nee De Boer)

Vernon, BC: Yolanda and Alex DeBoersap

Jason, Melissa

Eric and Kim Kampen
Sarah, Anna, Chelsea, Erin, Emily

Waterdown, ON: Sylvia and Earl Schouten
lan, Eric, Christopher, Philip

Langley, BC: Fiona and Randell Jansen
May the LORD continue to keep them in His care.

An Open House is scheduled for Aug. 12, from 3-5
p.m. in the Canadian Reformed Church at Vernon,
5600 MacDonald Rd., Vernon, BC.

Site 10, Comp. 7, R.R. 5, Vernon, BC V1T 6L8
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e
1

RN

1955 ~ July 15 ~ 1995

With thankfulness to the LORD for His continuing
care and guidance, we are happy to announce the
40th Wedding Anniversary of our parents

JOHANNES
and
ELISABETH J. MULDER (NEE SOLLIE)
On July 31, 1995, the Lord willing, we may also re-

member that Dad has been a minister of the Word
of God for forty years.

[ Their thankful children:
Burlington, ON: Carl Mulder

Winnipeg, MB: Paul and Alinda Mulder
Janessa, Kendall

2372 Cavendish Drive, Burlington, ON L7P 3B8
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The Council and Congregation of Burlington-West
congratulate

REV. and MRS. J. MULDER

with their
40th Wedding and Ministerial Anniversary
July 15/31, 1995

Together with their family they invite you to an

Open House
Saturday, August 19, 1995
2:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Ebenezer Fellowship Hall,
607 Dynes Rd., Burlington
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July 3,1970 Psalm 121 July 3, 1995

We, together with our children, praise and thank
God, who has kept us for one another over the last 25
years.

HARRY and ANNE VAN BODEGOM (nee Vis)

Steve
Sylvia
Colin
Brad
24 Homeland Crt., Bramalea, Ontario L6S 1R8

L — —

The Free Reformed School Association
of Armadale (Inc.) Western Australia
advises that it has vacancies in the following areas:

JOHN CALVIN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL:
MATHEMATICS TEACHER

This position requires the ability and interest to teach
mathematics subjects at secondary level throughout
Years 8-12 commencing 1996.

ENGLISH TEACHER

Suitably qualified and interested persons are encour-
aged to apply for this position which may be available
at the commencement of 1996.

Information on the two positions above may be ob-
tained from the High School Principal, Mr. K. Wieske
on (09) 3992196 (Fax 09 4973280).

JOHN CALVIN PRIMARY SCHOOLS:

LEARNING ASSISTANCE TEACHER

Qualified Primary School Teachers with a special in-
terest in this area are advised that due to a resigna-
tion, this position will be available at the commence-
ment of 1996.

Information on this position may be obtained from
either the Armadale or Kelmscott Primary School Prin-
cipals, Mr. M. Eikelboom on (09) 3992196 (Fax 09
4973280), or Mr. D. Pot on (09) 3906256 (Fax 09
4954288).

All intending applicants should be a member of the
Free Reformed Churches of Australia or one of its sister
churches and be committed to Reformed Education.

Further information may be obtained from the Chair-
man of the Board, Mr. J. Mulder on (09) 399 2839.
Applications should be directed to:

The Secretary

Mr. J. VanderPlas

Free Reformed School Association (Inc.)

P.O. Box 474 Armadale

Western Australia 6112

Fax 09 4973280

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 19 AUGUST 1995.

PREMIER PRINTING LTD.
invites applications for the positions of
CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER

This position requires
¢ a general knowledge of the printing process

s an in-depth knowledge of current electronic pre-
press technologies

e excellent communication skills.
CUSTOMER SALES REPRESENTATIVE

This position requires

e a general knowledge of the printing process

e excellent presentation skills

e a forger of productive customer relationships.

FOLDER OPERATOR
This position requires:
¢ a mechanically inclined person
Willing to train a suitable applicant.

Salary will commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience. An attractive benefits package is offered.

For more information please contact us. Send your re-
sumé in writing or by fax to:

W. (Bill) Gortemaker
Premier Printing Ltd.
One Beghin Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2] 3X5
Phone (204) 663-9000
Fax (204) 663-9202

HOUSE FOR SALE

On the Hamilton Mountain, 2 minutes away from the
Cornerstone Church and schools, 4-bedroom home, 2
bathrooms, new live-in kitchen, LR & DR, central air
& central vac. Full basement rented out as 2-bedroom
apartment to 4 students of the Covenant Cdn. Ref.
Teachers’ College. Heated workshop 20" x 25, lot 80
x 100’. Great income or investment property. For more
information call 905-387-4011.

“SUBMITTING TO ONE ANOTHER OUT OF
REVERENCE FOR CHRIST”

by Rev. P.G. Feenstra.
Covers subjects such as the duties of husbands, wives,
fathers and mothers; mixed marriages; divorce and
remarriage; the task of training children in the way
they should go. These sermons are available at the
cost of $10.00 (including postage and handling). Please
make your cheques payable to:

 Sharon Pearsons
Box 349
Tara, Ontario NOH 2NO
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INSURANCE BROKER

General and Life Insurance office requires an aggressive
and hardworking RIBO licensed sales professional to
service existing policyholders and to produce new in-
surance accounts.

This is a rewarding position for a detail and career
minded, highly motivated person.

Excellent communication skills and integrity are ab-
solute prerequisites.

We offer full marketing, training and sales support.
Please forward your resume to:

Peacock, Vanderhout & VanDyk, Insurance Brokers
3050 Harvester Road
Burlington, ON
L7N 3J1
Attn: Andy Vanderhout

——— CHILLIWACK AGENCIES LTD. —
GARRY HOVIUS

Ph. (604) 792-8551 office
792-5721 fax
856-6771 Vancouver line
795-4025 res.
793-5118 cellular

Referrals always welcome

A Christian Book
& Record

13042 - 82 Street

Q Edmonton, AB T5E 2T5
Ph. (403) 478-2798
Ph. & Fax (403) 478-2002

SUMMER SALE
NIV STUDY BIBLES
WHILE STOCK LASTS
Reg. Now
Reg. size approx. 10 x 7-1/2 $87.50  $62.50
Bonded Leather Indexed 95.99 68.95
Top Grain Leather 101.50 73.95
Personal Size Soft Cover 31.00 22.50
approx. 8-1/2 x 5-3/4
Hard Cover 46.99 33.95
Hard Cover Indexed 54.99 39.95
Bonded Leather 80.99 58.95
Indexed 88.99 64.95
Large Print 64.50 47.95
Indexed 72.99 54.95
Bonded Leather 101.50 73.95
Usual handling

Add freight $2.00 per Bible.
Over 10 copies $1.00 each + G.5.T.

MMM X

The MOST news on

the Netherlands and

the Dutch in Canada
and the U.S.A.

the Windmaill

Ontario Edition: P.O. Bag 9033, Surrey, BC V3T 4X3
tel: (416) 287-6487 (between 12:00 & 8:00 p.m.)
Western Canada: P.O. Bag 9033, Surrey, BC V3T 4X3
tel: (604) 532-1733
U.S.A.: P.O. Box 313, Lynden, WA 98264-0313
tel: (604) 532-1733

THE Family Christian

Bookstore Burlington

750 Guelph Line, 1 km South of Q.EW. L7R 3N5
Phone {905)637-9151
Fax {905) 637-5472
*Bibles *Books *Tapes and CDs *Plaques
*Wedding invitations *Videos
*Communion Ware *Curriculum

WELL WORTH A FEW EXTRA MILES

Ask for our list of book titles by

Piet Prins, W.G. van de Hulst and others

An Invitation to the

25TH ANNIVERSARY
of the

CANADIAN REFORMED CHURCH OF LINCOLN

To be held on Friday, September 15, 1995 D.V.
in the church building
4628 John St., Beamsville, Ontario at 7:30 p.m.

We invite all those interested to share these festivities
with us, especially the former members of the
congregation of Lincoln.

For more information, please call
Mr. H. DeVries at (905) 563-8428.
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LAND AND THE CANADIAN

50 years ago, this book was
published immediately after
the war and 50,000 copies
were distributed to Canadian
military personnel. Very few
copies remain. 50 years later,
De Nederlandse COURANT,
is reprinting HOLLAND AND THE CANADIANS to cele-
brate its 40th Anniversary along with the 50th anniversary
of the liberation of Holland.

Qe

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Aldershot Greenhouses Ltd., a well-established oper-
ation, has immediate openings for GROWERS to
work in our pot mum and pot rose production. The ap-
plicant should be eager to work and self-motivated.
Experience and/or education in horticulture is an as-
set. Interested persons should send a resume to

Aldershot Greenhouses Ltd.
1135 Gallagher Road
Burlington, Ontario L7T 2M7

or fax: 1-905-632-4022

For further information contact Len VanderLugt or
Earl Schouten at (905) 632-9272 or (905) 689-1774.

P
De Nederlandse COURANT, with book.
11 year $34.75 [J2 years $53.95 (15 years $79.00

[ Margriet or [J Revu with free
Nederlandse COURANT and the book!
16 months $71.90 (31 year $111.90 (32 year $179.95

AND/OR [ copies of HOLLAND AND
THE CANADIANS at only $19.95 each

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/PROV

POSTAL CODE

PHONE (cc)

De Nederlandse COURANT De Nederlandse LEESKRING

3019 Harvester Road P.O. Box 603
Burlington, ON Lewiston, New York
K L7N 3G4 14092-603 /

THE MUSIC GROUP

190 Highway #7 West, Unit 5, Brampton, Ontario L7A 1A2

Showroom open Saturdays 9:30 - 4:00
or by appointment.

CONTENT CHURCH and HOME ORGANS

e Sacred CD's and Tapes
¢ Sheet music

For info. call or fax: (905) 455-0797

JOE A. BOERSEMA, R.R.8.
Sales Representative

A professional who honours the Lord’s Day!

It is my privilege to assist you with
competence and confidentiality in all
your buying and selling needs.

roseland realty ltd.
RVM“ 720 guelph line
4 burlington, ontario L7R 4E2
bus: (416) 333-3500
res: 333-1753 fax: 333-3616

John Jonker

Sales Representative

Bus: (519) 376-9210

Fax: (519) 376-1355

Pager: (416) 553-4198

Home: (519) 371-4847

Serving Chatsworth and Owen Sound area
for all your real estate needs.

ROYAL CITY REALTY

OWENSOUND ) LIV EED,

900 10th Street West, Owen Sound, Ontario, N4K 5R9
AN INDEPEMDENT MEMBER BROKER » REALTOR

/R

Christian Book
& Record

13042 - 82 Street
Edmonton, AB T5E 215
Ph. (403) 478-2798

Fax (403) 478-2002
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Now available at an unheard of price —
the set 0of 4 CD's

2 ~THE MESSIAH VOLIAND I

2 ~HYMNS TRIUMPHANT VOL I AND II
(double Length)

For only

$29 95 +$2.00 GST + Postage $3.00
TOTAL JUST $34.95

That's right 4 CD’s.

Order now while supplies last.
These CD's individually retail for $69.97 + GST.
You may pay by VISA, Mastercard or cheque.

Watch for our upcoming super sale on
NIV Study Bibles.
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I would like to support Guido de Brés
with a donation of

D $100.00 |:| $500.00 $1000.00

[:] Other:

Name

Address

City Postal Code




