


EDITORIAL

By J. Geertsema

Once More: Confessional Membership

During the last number of months we could read in
Clarion the thoughts of writers and readers about the term
“confessional membership.” Important remarks have been
made. Weighty questions have been asked. We should
know what we mean with the terms we use. Allow me to
also make a few remarks in this discussion.

The Reader’s Forum contribution of Sarah Vander-
gugten (vol. 44, no.14; 330-331) has done us the service of
showing the danger in the term “confessional member-
ship.” At the end of her contribution she shows how this
term can easily be used in an Anabaptistic manner to mean
that a person becomes a member of the church by way of
confessing Christ as personal Saviour. Said briefly, the term
“confessional membership,” used in this Anabaptistic
sense, means “membership through confessing.” Sr. Van-
dergugten is fully correct in rejecting this meaning.

She is also correct in asking the questions: “What does
the term actually mean? Is it an accurate term?” Her answer
to the second question is clearly that the term is not accu-
rate! The reason for this negative answer is, in fact, her an-
swer to the first question regarding the actual meaning of the
term. She sees the meaning in the light of the Anabaptist
context and background. Her reasoning regarding the mean-
ing of the term is set up in the following way: “. . . | have
been a member of the church since | was born. . . .” Sr.
Vandergugten writes that being a member of the covenant
and the church since birth, as we confess in Q.A. 74 of the
Heidelberg Catechism, is a full membership, not a “second
class” membership. Again, | agree completely. This mem-
bership with all God’s promises in Christ from birth is
sealed by the sacrament of baptism.

Sr. Vandergugten goes on to speak about her years as an
adolescent, before and when she made public profession of
faith. She writes that, at that time, she did not really know the
Canons of Dort and that she does not remember whether she
had studied this third Form of Unity before her public profes-
sion of faith. In spite of all this, she “answered with heartfelt
honesty to the question, Do you believe the doctrine of the
Word of God, summarized in the articles of the Christian
faith (that’s how it read back in 1967) and taught here in this
Christian church to be the true and complete doctrine of sal-
vation? . . .” She adds the question: “Is this what gave me the
status of confessional member?” Sr. Vandergugten answers
this question herself: “I don’t think so. It made me a commu-
nicant member with new privileges and responsibilities.”

Again, Sr. Vandergugten is correct. Her public profession
of faith before the elders and in the midst of the congrega-
tion, made her a communicant member of the church. She
received the privilege of communion at the table of the Lord.
Here we have the proper distinction in church member-
ship. We have non-communicant and communicant mem-
bers. The former is a membership through birth in a family
that belongs to the church, a membership sealed by baptism.
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The latter is a membership after public profession of faith in
which one consciously accepts God's promises for oneself.

Our sister is again right when she states that her public
profession of faith did not give her “the status of confession-
al member.” This is the more true, as she continues to say,
because “she had been a confessing member well before
that time” of her public profession. In other words, the
terms communicant member and confessing member do not
cover each other. She was already an actively confessing
member before she was a communicant member.

We take note here of the fact that sr. Vandergugten uses

~ the two terms “confessing member” and confessional mem-

ber” indiscriminately. For her, these terms appear to be iden- .
tical in meaning. On this point | disagree. In my opinion, sr.
Vandergugten is not clear here, and assumes things without
proof. As is clear from the term itself, a confessing member
of the church is one who actively confesses the truth of the
gospel. The term confessional membership, however, does
not necessarily have this same meaning.

The basis for the identity of the two terms for our sister
is the link she suggests between the term confessional
membership and the public profession of faith and espe-
cially one of the questions asked in the Form for this profes-
sion. For she continues by asking whether “perhaps” the
term confessional membership “has evolved” in connec-
tion with the change in “the wording of the question asked
at public profession of faith.” ‘

Before 1980 this question in the Form for the Public Pro-
fession of Faith spoke of “the doctrine which is contained in
the Old and New Testament and in the articles of the Chris-
tian faith and which is taught here in this Christian Church.”
After the Synod of Cloverdale 1983 the formulation changed
to “. . . the doctrine of the Word of God, summarized in the
confessions, and taught here in this Christian Church. . . ."
In other words, Sr. Vandergugten suggests that the change in
formulation from “articles of the Christian faith” to “the con-
fessions” in the Form for the Public Profession of Faith caused
the evolution of the term confessional membership.

What is happening here? Sr. Vandergugten suggests, in
fact, two connections for the term confessional membership,
the first one with the Form for making public profession of
faith, and the second one with the change in formulation
from “articles of the Christian faith” to “confessions.”

| use here the verbs “assume” and “suggest.” For there is
no clear proof for these links. There is no proof that the
evolution of this term is caused by the change in formula-
tion. Moreover, something else becomes clear now too. This
is the connection Sr. Vandergugten makes between the
term confessional membership and the Anabaptist idea that
one becomes a member of the church by confessing one’s
faith. Indeed, if the term confessional membership must be

‘connected with the act of public profession of faith, so that -

this act of confessing makes one a confessing or confessional



member of the church, then the link
with the Anabaptist idea is very close
and this term should be rejected. How-
ever, once again, this link is suggested
and assumed but not proved. In fact, it
is my thesis that this link is not there in
the way it is suggested.

I, too, see a connection between the
term confessional membership and the
questions which appear in three of our
liturgical forms (Infant Baptism, Adult
Baptism and Profession of Faith). How-
ever, this connection is there with the
question as such as found in all three
forms, and completely independent of
the formulation before or after 1983.
The difference in formulation does not
change anything. The issue is the con-
tents of the question as such. The ques-
tion deals with “the doctrine contained
in the Old and New Testament and in
the Articles of the Christian faith, and
taught here in this Christian Church.”
The key words are here the word “doc-
trine” and the expression “taught here
in this Christian Church.” These words
point to the doctrine contained in the
Articles of the Christian Faith as this is
worked out in our confessional stan-
dards, the Three Forms of Unity, be-
cause that is “the doctrine ... taught
here in this Christian Church.”

Therefore, we should not connect
the term confessional membership with
the act of confessing but rather with
the confessions containing the doctrine
of Scripture as the church confesses it.
Confessional membership is not a mat-
ter of the activity of confessing but of
the documents containing the confes-
sions. Therefore, we have to understand
this term not in a subjective, individu-
alistic, Anabaptist context but in a Re-
formed confessional framework.

Now one could ask whether con-
fessional membership is identical with
communicant membership, since the
question of acknowledging or believing
the Reformed doctrine is asked of those
who become communicant members
(adult baptism and public profession) or
who are already communicant mem-
bers (parents with the baptism of their
infant). My reply would be that there is
no identity. The two terms deal with
different matters. Just as confessing
membership is not identical with com-
municant membership, since a non-
communicant member can also daily be
confessing his/her faith in Christ, so a
confessional member can quite well
know and openly acknowledge his/her
total agreement with the doctrine of the
Reformed Churches before he/she has
become a communicant member. Thus,
he or she acts as a confessional mem-

ber who speaks in accordance with the
confession of the church.

It is nice to notice in her article that
sr. Vandergugten herself presented
proof of being a good confessional
member of the church. For she openly
maintained, in agreement with the con-
fession (B.C. Art.34; Heid.Cat. QA.74;
Canons of Dort 1,17), that children are
fully members of the church, such in
opposition to the Anabaptist error.

I would plead for this proper ac-
ceptance and use of the term to indicate
that we are and want to be a church
which adheres to its confessional stan-
dards. When | say “we” this means, in
principle, all the members. We are a
federation of Reformed churches.
Therefore, we teach the youth of the
church the Reformed confessions as the
contents of our faith. We teach the
youth and others who would like to join
the church, to think and speak in ac-
cordance with the confessions, for we
believe that they agree with the teach-
ing of God’s Word. This the kind of
church we are and want to remain. A
church that does not maintain what it
claims to confess loses its strength.

We live in a time of intensifying rel-
ativism, with strong individualism, and
subjectivism that not only attacks mod-
ern society but also the churches. The
term confessional membership, pointing

to a church that is based as a communi-
ty on the same truth, the same confes-
sion, can be a beacon in the wilderness
of modern subjective relativism.

Of course, the term can also be
used in an improper way. We can han-
dle it as a law with which we bind and
slay people. We can use it in such a
way that it becomes a slavemaster in-
stead of a term filled with the joy of
confessing the gospel of salvation.

On the other hand, we can also
make a caricature of it and then reject
it. On one point, in my opinion, sr. Van-
dergugten is doing this. She writes that
when she made public profession of
faith, she “answered with heartfelt hon-
esty to the question, Do you believe
the doctrine of the Word of God, sum-
marized in the articles of the Christian
faith . . . and taught here in this Christ-
ian church.” Yet, just before this state-
ment, she points to the fact that at her
public profession of faith she did not re-
ally know the contents of the Canons
of Dort. Herewith, | think, a contrast is
created between the norm and the re-
ality. The reality can show weaknesses.
But we should not make the weakness-
es the norm for our church life. We
should keep the rule as norm, and to-
gether work hard to live up to the rule,
as much as is possible.
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s
Meditation

By G.Ph. van Popta
Read Acts 16:11-34

God sent Paul and Silas to Macedonia. The gospel of Je-
sus Christ had to be proclaimed not only in the East but in
the West as well.

The missionaries got into trouble in Philippi. Paul had
cast an evil spirit out of a slave girl. This spirit had made the
girl able to tell the future. Her owners made a lot of money off
her. They were upset that this easy source of income was
gone.

They dragged Paul and Silas to the market place before
the rulers of Philippi and charged them with disturbing the
city with their teachings. The magistrates ordered Paul and
Silas stripped and flogged. Then they were thrown into
prison. The jailer put them in the inner prison, a pitch dark
cell, and fastened their feet in stocks. John McRay writes
about what it would have been like for Paul and Silas:

Roman imprisonment was preceded by being stripped

naked and then flogged, a humiliating, painful and

bloody ordeal. The bleeding wounds went untreated;
prisoners sat in painful leg or wrist chains. Mutilated,
blood-stained clothing was not replaced, even in the cold
of winter. . . . Most cells were dark, especially the inner
cells of a prison, like the one Paul and Silas inhabited in

Philippi. Unbearable cold, lack of water, cramped quar-

ters, and sickening stench from few toilets made sleep-

ing difficult and waking hours miserable. . . . Prison
food, when available, was poor. Most prisoners had to
provide their own food from outside sources. . . . Because

of the miserable conditions, many prisoners begged for a

speedy death. Others simply committed suicide.’®
Prisons are pretty rough places. You do not go to prison to
hear a choral concert. You would sooner expect to hear
shouted obscenities than pious psalms.

But at midnight the prison in Philippi was alive with the
sound of music. Paul and Silas, their backs raw from the beat-
ing they had received, their feet fastened in stocks, prayed
and sang hymns to God.

“And the prisoners were listening to them.” The criminal
element of Philippi, the dregs of Philippian society, were lis-
tening to the prayers and praise of Paul and Silas. The pris-

L~

“And they spoke the Word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house.”

GOD PLANTS THE CHURCH IN EUROPE

oners on death row and those hoping beyond hope that some
day they would be free heard the words of life flowing from
the lips of the missionaries.

As some were singing and others were listening, God
made the earth quake and the foundations of the prison shake.
He threw all the doors open and loosened everyone’s chains.

The jailer awoke. He assumed that the prisoners had es-
caped. His life was not worth a plugged denarius. He drew his
sword and was about to kill himself, but Paul called loudly
from the bowels of the prison. He told the jailer not to harm
himself for all the prisoners were still there.

The jailer called for lights, rushed to Paul and Silas and,
scared out of his wits, fell down before them. He brought them
out of the dungeon and asked them: “Men, what must | do to
be saved?” Paul and Silas told him: “Believe in the Lord Je-
sus, and you will be saved, you .and your household.” They
spoke the Word of God to him and his family. His whole
household was baptized. Old and young, they were grafted
into the church. The jailer took Paul and Silas into his house.
He washed their wounds and gave them food. Together they
rejoiced in their salvation. The communion of saints was
alive and well.

And thus did God establish the first Christian congrega-
tion in Europe. It was small at first. Lydia, the businesswoman,
was a member, as were the members of her household. The
jailer and his family had joined the church. There were
some others (v. 40). But the church would grow. From Paul’s
letter to the Philippians we know that a consistory of elders
and deacons was established (Phil. 1:1). A pastor named
Clement served the Philippian church (Phil. 4:3).

The church at Philippi actively supported missionary Paul
(Phil. 4:13). From this European base the gospel spread west
throughout the continent, to Great Britain, Australia and the
Americas.

All thanks to the gracious and sovereign God for the uni-
versal proclamation of the gospel!

"*John McRay, “Stench, Pain, and Misery: Life in a Roman
Prison,” Christian History Vol. X1V, No. 3 (1995): 14.
H
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By Wes Bredenhof

Part Two of the modified text of a
speech given at the CRUCS Refreat,
Evans Lake, BC, February 24, 1995.

Before going into greater detail
about the method of apologetics, it is
necessary to speak further about cer-
tain essential doctrines of Reformed
theology. In fact, apologetics is closely
related to the study of systematic the-
ology. This explains the presence of a
brief summary of Christian theology in
any good Reformed book about apolo-
getics. In VanTil’s words, systematic
theology is “the system of truth that we
are to defend.”” We have to know what
it is we are defending, and whether or
not it has any bearing on how we de-
fend it. Thus, there is a symbiotic, in-
terdependent relationship between the-
ology and apologetics.

ldeally then, all aspects of system-
atic theology should also be dealt with
in this article. However, since this is
onty meant to be an introduction, only
the essentials points will receive treat-
ment. The points of theology which |
will omit are already quite fa mihar o
most believers. They deal with Christol-
ogy (the doctrines of Christ and His
work), Ecclesiclogy (the doctrine of the
Church), Eschatology (the doctrine of
the last things), and Sotericlogy (the
doctrine of salvation). With perhaps
the exception of Fschatology, the basic
elements of these doctrines are fairly
common knowledge among us.

With that in mind, we should pro-
ceed to discuss the Reformed doctrine
of God and the Reformed doctrine of
man. These two doctrines are most im-
portant for the study of apologetics. In
order to know how to reach the unbe-
liever, we should know something
about the character of man and in order
to know what it is we are defending we
should have an understanding of the
character and nature of God.

The doctrine of Gﬂd

First, | would like to discuss the
character of God. What is God like? For
a fairly detailed answer to this question
we could turn to the Belgic Confession
Article 1:

We all believe with the heart and

confess with the mouth that there is

only one God, whe is a simple and
spiritual Being; He is eternal, in-

comprehensible, invisible, im-

mutable, infinite, almighty, perfectly

wise, just, good, and the overflow-

ing fountain of all good.
There are a lot of words packed into this
first and smallest article of the Belgic
Confession. Almost everything that the
Bible directly says about God is here
summarized, except for one essential
pa int: the aseity of God. “Aseity” is
also known as independence. This
means that God is in no way dependent
upen anything else. He is self-support-
ing and self-dependent. Nothing is over
Him. He is absolute. This truth of Scrip-
ture is best summarized in Chapter 2,
Article 2 of the Westminster Confes-
sion, which states that:

God has all life, glory, goodness,

blessedness, in and of Himself; and

is alone in and unto Himself all suf-
ftc?ent, not standing in need of any
reatures which He has made, nor

G!&r ving any glory from them, but

only manifesting His own Gimy in,
by, unto, and upon them: He alone
is the foundation of all being, of
whom, through whom, and to
whom are all things; and He has
most sovereign dominion over
them, to do by them, for them, or
upon them, whatscever pleases

Himself. In His sight all things are

open and manifest; His knowledge

is infinite, infallible, and indepen-
de it of any creature; so as nothing
is to Him contingent or uncertain.

We could then summarize everything
about the personality of God by saying
that He is “absolute personality.” This
means that God is absolute. He alone is
autoncmous. He is a law unto Himself.
To use vanTil’'s words (concise as he
usually is}: “in His being, E\ncwiﬁage
and will God is self-contained. There is
nothing correlative to Him. He does
not depend in his Being, knowledge, or
will upon the being, i\newiadga or will
of His own creatures. God is absolute.
He is autonomous.”

But still the question could be
posed, what does “absolute personali-
ty” involve? What does it entail? We
can see quite clearly that God is indeed
absolute — but what does it mean when
we say that He is personality? The an-
swer to these questions is partly dis-
fever% in the phrase “a spiritual Be-

ing,” in the Belgic Confession. God is
not impersonal; rather, He is explicitly
personal, The Triune God interacts
with His people on a personal level
through the working of the Holy Spirit.
We often say that we have to strive to
be like God. By this we mean that we
should try to imitate His personal or
communicable qualities (of which
some are listed in Article 1 of the Bel-
gic Confession). These persuzai guali-
ties help us in 3991*}3 God as not only
above our world, but also as being con-
cerned with it md connected with it

through His qualities. God is not just
transcendent (beyond us), but He is
also imm;}!@em (around and within us).
In a sense, we can relate to God be-
cause He possesses personality, just
like we do.

To summarize, then, we can say
that only God is autonomous and only
He is sovereign. He Es the creator of ali
things and ug;rsaéda all things. With that
statement in mind, we can see that
God's very existence is necessary for
the existence of truth, knowledge, and



reason. God is the very source of these
elements of creation. It is only in Him
that these things have any meaning.
This way of reasoning is called the tran-
scendental argument for the existence
of God and is foundational in presup-
positional apologetics.*

The doctrine of man

Now we can turn to the Reformed
understanding of the character of man.
The Scriptures are full of insights into
who and what we are as human be-
ings. However, we also have to exam-
ine the Scriptures to see who we were
- before the fall into sin. What was
man like? How was and is he distinct
from his Creator?

We know from Genesis that man
was created in the image of God. This
means — as the Heidelberg Catechism
states in summary — that we were cre-
ated “in true righteousness and holi-
ness.” Man shared in two personal at-
tributes of God’s being. Yet, man was
still very different from God in that he
was only finite. As Richard Pratt points
out, “Man is limited by his physical
body to finite existence.”® This means
that there were things that Adam could
not know. Even though he was a per-
fect man, Adam could not know every-
thing. Adam’s created limits remind us
that, despite our technological
prowess, we will never be like God,
knowing everything. Was not the de-
sire to know everything the impulse
that led Adam into sin? Adam wasn't
satisfied with second-best. He wanted
to be just like God. He wanted, craved,
thirsted after autonomy.

The truth is that Adam could never
be autonomous. Like Adam, all of us
are totally dependent on God for even
our very existence. We are totally un-
able to make any meaning of our lives
without Him. We can’t think or reason
without Him. We can’t even wake up in
the morning without Him.

Yet, the impossible autonomy is
what fallen man desires. He wants to be
his own boss, run his own life, make his
own rules. Fallen man just wants to
rebel against his Creator and live his
own life with no interference. This
worldview based on pretended auton-
omy is characteristic of our modern
world. It should also be noted that the
deception of autonomy always involves
a rejection of God’s Law. Man wants to
make his own “standards.” So today
we see that homosexuality is accepted,
abortion on demand is a right, pornog-
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raphy is healthy, the Welfare State is
glorified as a god in its own right, and
so | could continue. What we have to
realize is that autonomy is not only a
myth but is also ultimately self-destruc-
tive, for “The wages of sin is death”
(Rom. 6:23).

Because of the effects of sin, the
unbeliever chooses the path of inde-
pendence or autonomy, and almost al-
ways finds himself lost in the falsehoods
of the great deceiver. Occasionally, by
grace, the unbeliever will discover a
truth that comes from God, but these
truths that the unbeliever discovers will
never lead him to salvation. An exam-
ple of this might be the fact that the
great majority of unbelievers believe
that it is wrong to murder. They have ar-
rived at a truth which they can only re-
alize through God’s grace, through the
vague knowledge of Him which they
naturally possess — as Calvin writes.®

In contrast to the unbeliever, the
person redeemed by Christ is an entirely
new and different person. He has been
regenerated by the Holy Spirit and has
been liberated from slavery to sin. He
acknowledges his complete and utter
dependence upon God for all things.
Because of this dependence on God, the
Christian can consistently arrive at the
truth. Because of the effects of sin, Chris-
tians do occasionally wander into faise-
hood and the deceptions of the evil one.

Therefore, we must always fight
against the influence of sin in our lives.
Sin is deception and rebellion. Sin is the
embodiment of falsehood. Sin is also in-
herently irrational because it attempts
to counteract the will of the Source of
all rationality.

With that thought in mind, I'll sum-
marize my point as succinctly as possi-
ble. it all boils down to this: Men are
either in league with satan or with God.
Men are lost in falsehood and unable
to consistently recognize truth, or they
are in allegiance with the source of all
truth. There is no middle ground.

Now what is the relationship be-
tween God and mankind in terms of
knowledge? God continually reveals
Himself to mankind, both through na-
ture and Scripture. God’s knowledge is
separated from our knowledge. His
knowledge is completely comprehen-
sive as opposed to our limited knowl-
edge. Our minds are full of mysteries
whereas God is omniscient. For Him,
there are no mysteries. Any of the
knowledge that we do possess is a result
of God’s revelation and comes from

Him. Without God in this picture, there
could be no knowledge at all. Contrary
to post-modern philosophy, man does
not create his own reality or truth. In-
stead, truth is all part of God’s cre-
ation, God’s revelation to mankind.

Approach to unbelievers

If the unbeliever cannot even un-
derstand truth properly, what is the
point of approaching him? [s there some
neutral ground that a believer can share
with the unbeliever? The Bible says,
“What accord has Christ with Belial? Or
what has a believer in common with
an unbeliever?” (2 Cor. 6:14). The Lord
Jesus Christ tells us in Mt. 12:30, “He
who is not with Me is against Me, and
he who does not gather with me scat-
ters.” There is no point of neutrality be-
tween the unbeliever and the believer.
One is completely given over to auton-
omy, the other to theonomy (depen-
dence upon God and His law rather
than man and his law).

How then can we approach the un-
believer? Can we even do apologetics?
The best answer comes from the vener-
able Dr. VanTil. He talks about the
“point of contact.” When he uses this
phrase, he means the intellectual place
where we meet the unbeliever. When
VanTil speaks about a “point of con-
tact,” he does not mean “common
ground,” a phrase commonly used by
many traditional apologists.® Regarding
this point, VanTil writes:

The point of contact for the gospel

must be sought within the natural

man. Deep down in his mind every
man knows that he is the creature
of God and responsible to God.

Every man, at bottom, knows that

he is a covenant-breaker. But every

man acts and talks as though this
were not so. It is the one point
which cannot bear mentioning in



his presence. A man may have in-
ternal cancer. Yet it may be the
one point he will not have one
speak of in his presence. He will
grant that he is not feeling well. He
will accept any sort of medication

s long as it does not pretend to be

given in answer to a cancer diag-

nosis. Wil a good doctor cater to
him on this matter? Certainly not.

He will tell his patient that he has

a promise of life, but promise of

life on one condition, that is, of an

immediate internal operation. So it

is with the sinner.”
in this discussion of apologetics it is
clear that we need fo keep in mind the
importance of Romans 1. In the 19th
verse of this chapter, it says, “For what
can be known about God is plain to
them, because God has shown it to
them.” Further, in verses 21 and 28,
Paul says that the natural man does not
want to acknowledge God. All men
know that God exists, but not all men
acknowledge His existence. Most prefer
1o think that they are autoniomous. This
autonomy is the fundamental presup-
nosition of the unbeliever. By presup-
position | mean the fundamental as-
sumptions and assertions which govern
the thinking of each and every person.
As VanTil writes, every man knows in
his heart of hearts that he has broken
God's law and will stand in judgment.
But the effects of sin are too strong for
him to acknowledge his violation of
God's law. The natural man cannot rea-
son consistently with his presupposition
of autonomy. He sometimes refers, un-
consciously, back to the knowledge of
God which he possesses. He will ap-
peal to the absolute laws of science,
morality, and logic, without even real-
izing that he is being inconsistent. Un-
believers regularly abandon their athe-
istic world-view and use the Christian
world-view.

Now 1'd like to take another lock
back at the alternatives to the Re-
formed foundations for apologetics.
Why is the Reformed method more
Scriptural? What makes it so much bet-
ter? Vil answer these questions by ask-
ing and answering another question:
What is one of the big differences be-
tween the Reformed and all other sys-
tems of apologetics? Of course, the an-
swer is the doctrine of Man {though the
doctrine of God is also guite differ-
ent). Toe one degree or another, both
the Roman Catholic and Arminian sys-
tems teach the doctrines of Free Wil

They teach that man is actually au-
tonomous — he can reason guite well
thank you very much — and is able to
make consistent rational decisions
without God's interference. Both sys-
terns, in the words of VanTiH, “flatter
the natural man.”" They do not sirike
at the root of the problem. Using the
miethods of Roman Catholic or Armin-
jan style apologetics is like weeding 2
field and only taking cut what is on the
surface. The roots are giving the prob-
lem, and the roots are what the Chris-
tian apologist must attack.

The acknowledgment of these fun-
damental differences is essential in de-
veloping a Biblical apologetical system,
for, as VanTil says, “when autonomy is
over and over regarded as the root of all
evil in theology why then should it be
welcomed in apclogetics?™™ H we de-
nounce the Arminians for their doc-
trines of free will in man’s salvation,
how can we turn around and use these
doctrines in apologetics? In the follow-
ing quote, VanTil provides an excellent
iltustration of the nature and impor-
tance of the differences:

Suppose we think of a man made

of water in an infinitely extended

and bottomless ocean of water. De-
siring to get out of the water, he
makes a ladder of water. He sets this
ladder upon the water and against
the water and then attempts to
climb out of the water. So hopeless
and senseless a picture must be
irawn of the natural man’s [and
the Roman Catholic’s and Armini-
an’s] methodology based as it is
upon the assumption that time or
chance is ultimate. On his own as-

sumption his own rationality is a

product of chance. On his assump-

tion even the laws of logic which he
empioys are products of chance.

The rationality and purpose that he

fnay be searching for are still bound

tc be products of chance. ™
The deceptions of chance and autono-
my can therefore have no place in an
apologetical system. Neutrality is a
myth, We have no common ground 1o
share with the unbeliever, Reformed
apologetics must therefore approach
the unbeliever in a different fashion.
We must show the foolishness of unbe-
lief by undermining the presuppositions
of the non-Christian, Argumant by pre-
supposition is the only Biblical method
of apologetics, because it recognizes
the truths about man's nature found in
Romans 1 and elsewhere in the Word

C Mibid,, p.o 102

of God. Reformed apologetics recog-
nizes that every person has presupposi-
tions and the fundamental presupposi-
ticn of the unbeliever is that of
intellectual independence. This pre-
tended imellectual independence is
what keeps him bound in his sin. He
cannot properly interpret the evidence
for Christianity until he denies his in-
tellectual autonomy.

Summary

This article can be summarized by
saying that if there is one really im-
portant theme in the philosophy and
theology of VanTil {and indeed in
Calvinism iself), it is this: there is no
neutrality and there is no autonomy. In
apologetics or anything else, men are
gither for God or against Him. There
is no grey area between the believer
and the unbeliever, One is in covenant
with the source of all truth, and the
other is in covenant with the source of
alt falsehood.

Woes Bredenhof is a student of history
at the University of Alberta and a mem-
ber of Providence Canadian Reformed
Church, Edrmonton.

Notes:
'Apologetics Syltabus, p. 4

“The Defense of the Faith, p. 12
SApologetics Syflabus, p. 7

+#As we have seen . . . ‘argument by pre-
supposition’ is the same as ‘transcendenial
argument.” VanTil . . . affirms that it is the
God of Scripture who alone can give predi-
cation any intelligible meaning and who
alone must be the original interpreter of any
and every fact of the universe.” “The Con-
sistency of VanTil's Methodology,” Scott
Otiphint, Westminster Theological Journal,
Spring 1990, p. 44

*Fvery Thought Captive, A Study Manual
for the Defense of Christian Truth, Richard
L. Pratt, Ir., Preshyierian and Reformed
Publishing Co., Phillipsburg, New lersey,
1979, p. 20

“CE Calvin's Institutes, 1.3.1

“That is, theonomy with a small " not nec-
assartly in the Christian Reconstruction
sense.

#pdy Credo,” Cornelius VanTil, in the vol-
ume: Jerusalem and Athens: Critical Dis-
cussions on the Theology and Apologetics of
Cormnedius VanTil, ER, Geehan, ed., Phillips-
burg, New jersey,

1971, p. 21

*Apologetics Syllabus, p. 58

Pihid,, p. 63

W"The Defense of the Faith, p. 279




The Reforme

By james Dykstra

I remember when | first became |

fascinated with the Internet, that world
wide group of interconnecting com-
puters that allows users to send mail
around the world and retrieve a dizzy-
ing array of information, all in less time
than it takes you 1o read this sentence.
| had decided to spend the year in
Ottawa in order to study at the univer-
sity there. A friend back home had con-
vinced me to get a modem for my com-
puter so that the two of us could
regularly exchange electronic mail. it
seemed the perfect approach. E-mail
was considerably cheaper than regular
long distance phone calls, and, since a
message can circle the globe literally
in seconds, considerably quicker than
using Canada Post or the U.S. Mail.

Having been introduced to the
“Net,” I spent a considerable amount
of time exploring. With relative ease
for a person not terribly familiar with
computers, | found my way around the
world by using oddly named Internet
search tools such as archie, veronica,
jughead, and gopher. | spent time on
computer systems in Amsterdam,
Cincinnati, New Zealand, Vancouver,
Paris, and other more exotic centers.
What | found there often surprised me.
Sure, there were all those discussion
groups and information sites you hear
about. You know which ones | mean.
They have the little coded names like
“motss” which is a group intended for
“members of the same sex.” There were
areas that discussed and approved of
Satanism, child pornography, and a
whole host of things considerably sick-
er than that.

However, there was also a whole
ot more. There was a large Christian
component to the Net. in one town
there was an electronic Bible study. In
Cregon there was a service where
Christian grad students and profs could
discuss various issues. In numerous

cities, local churches made their home |
towns aware of their worship services |

and beliefs by occupying a small spot
on the Internet. In Grand Rapids, Michi-
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gan, Calvin College made the entire
Bible available to anyone who might
want to electronically browse the Word
of God. Though | had found a huge
number of Christian resources, | was yet
to discover the most interesting: elec-
tronic mailing lists.

These mailing lists may be where
most of the Christian activity on the in-
ternet takes place. They operate by hav-
ing a member on the list send an e-mail
message to a central site or mail server,
which then forwards the message to all
the other members of the mailing list.
Any of these other members who re-
ceive the message can then respond by
sending their commens to the mail serv-
er, which once again forwards this re-
sponse to other members of the list. By
doing this, a “discussion” is created.
This kind of a discussion suffers from
most of the problems of regular mail -
the major one being that in writing, it is
often difficuit to determine someone’s
tone. Is a comment meant as a joke, or
a put-down? is a question earnest or
sarcastic? On many lists these kinds of
misunderstanding can lead 1o insults be-
ing hurled back and forth. Such insuits
- or “flames” as they're popularly
known - being handied about can of-
ten result in full blown “flame wars”
which can take the fun out of this
method of communicating.

One of the more interesting mail-
ing lists to develop — and a personal fa-
vorite of mine - is one which has been
dubbed the “RefNet.” This reformed
network started life three years ago as
the regular mailings between eight
Canadian Reformed university studenis
who wanted to keep in touch with each
other. Slowly other people were intro-
duced to this small band. Over three
years, the group has grown to more
than a hundred people. While Canadi-
an Reformed students are still the ma-
jor participants in this forum, it has in-
cluded members from all over Canada,
the U.S., Australia, the Netherlands,
and South Africa. In addition o the stu-
dents, there are now teachers, house-

line

| wives, ministers, elders, computer tech-

nicians, retired people, and numerous
others. The denominational base has
also grown to include some members of
independent and regular Christian Re-
formed churches, Reformed Presbyter-
ian churches, Orthodox Presbyterian
congregations, Free Reformed Church-
es of Australia, the Free Reformed
Church of North America, and other
denominations.

Topics for discussion on the RefNet
have been diverse. They have looked at
Bible verses, church liturgy, the exclu-
sive use of psalmody in worship services,
briefs presented to the Canadian Senate,
the integration of faith and university
studies, regular updates on the recent
Canadian Reformed synod, the use of
the Internet in the classroom, and a host
of other issues. Whatever seems to be of
general relevance has been talked about,
hashed and rehashed.

Simply because most of the topics
raised are discussed by Christians and
dealt with from a Christian perspective
does not meant that problems never
arise. Flames are occasionally tossed
back and forth. People do become up-
set when replies do not contain the de-
gree of tact that is necessary. As in any
conversation, electronic or face-to-face,
some people have been known to talk
too much. in short, all the problems of
regular conversation crop up on the
RefNet. They are generally handled
with Christian tact and diplomacy, but
human shortcoming have been known
to aggravate difficuliies at times.

For many members of the RefNet,
this forum has proven to be a valuable
means of keeping in touch with think-
ing, Reformed Christians. This can he
especially useful for those who are not
living in areas where there is a substan-
tial population of religiously mature
Calvinists. Being able to informally
bounce ideas off other Reformed Chris-
tians about God, the Bible, our role in
creation, and ali the related issues has
proven helpful for many.



For others the RefNet has helped
them as they moved around the coun-
try and even the world. It has meant
that though they may be thousands of
miles from familiar ground, the people
they have “met” on the RefNet are there,
ready and willing to help them because
they are all members of the body of
Christ. In this wav, a sense of commu-
nity, even the communion of the saints,
has been developed far beyond what-
ever town someocne may live in. Though
i sit at my computer in Edmonton, |

know that people | have come across in |

Vancouver, Toronto, or Sioux Centre,
fowa are willing 1o help me in any way
that they can.

Despite the obvicus benefits, the
RefMNet has drawn its share of criticism.
Some have claimed it is elitist since the
nternet is not presently something that
people can generally access. This criti-
cism has some justification. However,
all new methods of communication are
somewhat elitist at first. Much as the
telephone quickly moved from the toy
of an eiite few to an essential element in
most homes, computers with their
modems and Net surfing abilities are
poised to do the same. What is today’s
elitist toy, is set to become tomorrow’s
essential tool, Evidence of this shift is al-
ready apparent. The initial members of
the RefNet all used university Internet
accounts 1o get access to e-mail, An in-
creasing number of RefNet members
are no longer using university accounts.
They have swiiched to community ser-

vices such as FreeNets, or commercial
Internet providers like Netcom. The in-
ternet was formerly accessible only to
those working or studying at universi-
ties, but is increasingly accessible to the
general population.

Others have criticized the interde-
nominational nature of the RefMet.
They seem to fear that this form of con-
tact will create problems with official
efforts of the Canadian Reformed
Churches to develop ties with other
denominations. This thought, while
understandable, assumes that the only
contact permissible with like minded
Christians from other denominations is
that done at an official level. Such an at-
titude would seem to defeat the purpose
of establishing ties with other dencemi-
nations, namely establishing true unity
in Christ with fellow believers. What
kind of unity can there be if we are not
altowed to deal with members of other
churches as fellow Christians rather
than as the denomination they are part
of? Actually, what the RefMNet seems
more likely to do is to transform the stiff,
formal ties that we have with other de-
naminations into tight-knit, personal
bonds between far-flung Christians,
This complements the goal of greater
unity in Christ rather than hindering #.

A further critique of the RefNet is
that it puts members of the Canadian
Reformed Churches who may not be
ready for it in contact with members
of other denominations. The fear is un-
derstandable, but perhaps exaggerat-

ed. While it is possible to sometimes
be swept away by an enticing but
wromg idea put forward by another
Christian, this is not a problem exclu-
sive to the RefiNet. This can happen
when meeting Christians from ancther
denominations face-to-face, when
reading a book or an article, or even
when talking with & Canadian Re-
formed person who might have some
wrong notions. The Bible commands
us to test the spirits, and if we are pre-
pared to do this the RefNet presenis
no greater danger than any other con-
tact with Christians.

The RefNet is not a perfect rescurce
for Christians, but it has proven to be
very beneficial. It has its problems. All
contact with other Christians does, re-
gardless of the denominations in-
volved. While some problems are in-
herent to the nature of the Net, they are
not insurmountable. Overall, the
RefNet has proven to be a fascinating
apportunity to examine our relation-
ship with God — in all its aspects — in
the company of other thinking, Re-
formed Christians. Because of this, 'l
remain a dedicated RefNet fan for a
long time to come.

if you'd like to know more about join-
ing the RefWNet, e-mail the author at
finus@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca,

When he’s not surfing the Net, jares
Dyvkstra is a part-time secondary school
teacher and graduate student.




EADER’S FORUM

By G.H. Visscher

In
reco

While I hesitate to disagree with
my friend and colieague Dr. . De Jong,
his recent editorial (*Which Version
Now?" 44/14, july 14/95) cannot be left
unchallenged as it seems to me that
some of its confusing elements are only
going to lead to more confusion in the
churches.

On the one hand the article ac-
knowledges that the NIV is “consider-
ably superior to the others suggested”
and that the Synod made an “under-
standable choice.” On the other hand,
the article suggests that the language of
the NIV is too “interpretive” and not
“dignified” enough for pulpit use and
that churches should make the change
very gradually and carefully.

What is to be regretted here is that
while Dr. De Jong suggests that he does
not deal with the report as such, he in
fact dismisses very quickly the gist of
the substantial Report of the Commit-
tee on Bible Translations which at-
tempted to iflustrate that all transla-
tions are “interpretive” and that in the
experience of the committee members
the interpretive aspects of the NIV are
generally to be appreciated, though
not necessarily in every instance. In
many cases in fact, other translations
are more interpretive and less reliable
than the NIV.

One would also be hardpressed to
prove that the RSV is more “dignified”
in its use of language, as Prof. De Jong
suggests, While some texts could per-
haps be quoted in this regard, it would
not be too hard to produce texts which
prove the opposite as well. If the RSV
gives this impression, it is probably
largely due to its use of “thee” and
“thou” for God and the further linguis-
tic changes that this necessitates; but
since this distinction is not made in the
original languages and since such word
usage has been or is in the process of
being eliminated throughout all other
major translations, this must be consid-
ered a non-issue, The impression that
the RSV’s language is more dignified
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may also be precisely because it is still
dependent to a degree on the KJV and
its style of expression. But we should re-
member here that while the original au-
thors of the Bible each had their own
style, none of them spoke the language
of a former day; nor did they go out of
their way to make their Aramaic, Greek,
or Hebrew especially dignified or es-
pecially familiar. They spoke the lan-
guage of their day, to the common man
of that day! Has the objective of a good
translation not always been to do ex-
actly the same in another language? |
think of the well-known words of
William Tyndale spoken to the church
leaders: “If God spare my life, ere many
years | will cause a boy that driveth the
plough shall know more of the Scripture
than thou doest”{quoted on page 49 of
the report). The NIV, admittedly not
without failing, has made that its ob-
jective. The preface to the NIV says:
“Concern for clear and natural English -
that the New International Version
should be idiomatic but not idiosyn-
cratic, contemporary but not dated -
motivated the translators and consul-
tants.” The words quoted in the report
ring true: “For those who are used to the
Bible in the King James Version or the
Revised Standard Version, this transla-
tion sounds like the Bible. The NIV is
closer in style and form to the RSV than
to any other English version. . . .” (page
41); it is striking that these words were
written by a man who was instrumen-
tal in providing a truly familiar and col-
loquial translation (Robert G. Bratcher,
translator of Good News for Modern
Man: Today’s English Version); he real-
ized that the NIV is not in that camp.
So should we!

Moreover, it is questionable whether
it is appropriate to judge a 1995 deci-
sion from a 1980 viewpoint. In 1980,
the RSV may have been the best choice.
But in 1995 that choice is no longer an
option since the NRSV has arrived in its
stead. The quotation from 1980

boomerangs (“there must be strong ar- |

| guments to switch over to another ver-

sion”), for what stronger argument can
there be than the fact that the RSV is
being phased out!?

it is striking that Dr. De Jong has not
paid attention to one area where there is
a real difference between the RSV and
the NIV — in its approach to the text. As
is clearly pointed out in appendix 5 of
the Report to Synod 1995 as well as
elsewhere, the NIV takes a much more
conservative view with respect to the
authority of the original text. Much like
the translators of the K]V, the translators
had to agree to “the authority and infal-
libility of the Bible as God’s Word in
written form” (Preface to the NIV) -
something that cannot be said of the
translators of the RSV. Should that not
be applauded and considered a major
improvement? it is rather ironic when
churches become conservative about a
{iberal transiation such as the RSV! In
this respect our Australian sister church-
es took a route that is to be respected,
deciding already in 1994 that it was de-
sirable for the churches “to move away
from the RSV in two years” (Acts Synod
Byford, art. 55).

The question of timing is another
thing that could be raised with respect
to Dr. De Jong's article. In one respect it
is too early. The Acts of Synod 1995
are not even out vet; | know of at least
one church that has overtured the syn-
od to incorporate the effects of a new
translation into the Book of Praise.
While personally | see no reason for
great urgency here, it seems only proper
to at least wait with discussing this point
until the Acis have appeared. In anoth-
er respect it is too late. Should these
thoughts not have been aired before
synod made a decision? Doing so now
only contributes to unrest concerning a
carefully made recommendation and
decision. It also brings us to the peculiar
situation that it is our professor of
church polity who is urging churches,
which are committed to considering
synod decisions “settled and binding”



(article 31, C.0.), to consider this one
such only in a gradual and guarded
fashion!

While Dr. De jong argues that it is
for the sake of the pulpit and the pew
that the RSV should be maintained, one
could argue that it is precisely for this
reason that the switch should be made
as soon as possible. A great many in the
pew are already reading from the NIV,
and that number is growing. Schools are
handing out the NIV at graduations,
couples are receiving NIV's as wedding
Bibles because suitable RSV Bibles can-
not be found. What family, even if RSV’s
can be found, wants to put out hard-
earned money for new RSV’s when the
synod has decided that a switch needs
to be made? Comparing translations is
a worthwhile exercise, but if we want
to talk about a “wedge,” here is one
that is not beneficial: the Word of God
being read in one translation from the
pulpit and from another in a growing
number of pews. The matter has been
carefully considered by a synod com-
mittee; synod has agreed with its rec-
ommendations; let us consider it “set-
tled and binding” so that the pulpit can
speak to the pew as it ought!

No one is trying to promote “per-
manent revision.” But this change is
clearly necessary, whether it be sooner
or later. And in my view, the pain and
aggravation will be less if we do it
sooner.

Reply to Rev. G.H. Visscher:

| can appreciate the concerns raised
by Rev. Visscher, and I suppose | could
have expected them since he was a
member of the Committee on Bible
Translations, and senses that my com-
ments are critical of the Report. To be
honest | did not want to discuss the Re-
port directly, since not only he but a
couple of my colleagues also expend-
ed much effort on it. Yet the Report as
such is worth the discussion! | had
hoped that others would give it their
attention, and was disappointed that
no one entered into a discussion with
any aspects of the Report. One would
expect that a piece of work of this size
would not just slip away unnaoticed!

For my part, | cannot hide the fact
that | had trouble with one of its con-
clusions — in particular: the statement
that the NIV is superior to the version
currently in use, the RSV. | believe that
if this was the case the churches would
have been aware of this and moved to
using the NIV long before 1995. Thus,

while | appreciate the extent of the
work that has been done in the Report,
the overall assessment of the RSV rela-
tive to the NIV is problematic. My re-
marks in the editorial should be seen in
this light. With this in mind, allow me
the following points of response:

1. No one can escape the fact that the
NIV is more interpretive than the
RSV. This follows not only from the
different approaches in translation,
but also the different parameters
governing the translations. The NIV
is an entirely new translation of
Scripture; the RSV is a revision of
an older version which was very lit-
eral, the AV. The NIV applied con-
textual translation; the RSV main-
tained as much as possible a
faithfulness to form. | do not think it
is possible or helpful to camouflage
these differences.

2. For me the point of dignity in usage
goes far beyond the use of the an-
tique pronouns. It is reflected in a
more classical use of the English
language, and in maintaining a rev-
erent and solemn usage for devo-
tional reading. Here as well, | see
no argument. Two areas where the
more familiar usage of the NIV
stands out — to mention only these
— are its use of contractions and its
approach to sexuality. The latter
point I find significant, since this af-
fects our daily ‘walk and talk.’ Inci-
dently, it might be pointed out that
the criterion of dignity is the first
one mentioned by Prof. Holwerda
in his discussion of the new Dutch
transiation.

! have more difficulty with what
Rev. Visscher says about the “origi-
nal authors of the Bible” both be-
cause of what this says and what
this does not say. With regard to
what it says, my question is: can
we say this? The gospel writers, for
example, were not only familiar
with an ancient usage, but even re-
tained many aspects of Hebrew id-
jom in their writing. But then what it
does not say: for as Reformed peo-
ple we are taught that behind the
“original authors” we have the pri-
mary author: the Holy Spirit. And
the Holy Spirit does not just speak
in Scripture to the “common man
of that day” but to the average per-
son in every age. Hence it is in-

cumbent upon translators to give

the exact rendering of the text as
much as possible. In the words of
Scripture, the Spirit speaks to the

church! (Cf. Jn. 14:10). That is why
I would still opt (as long as reason-
ably possible) for a translation
matching what 1980 said about the
RSV: “scholarly word for word.”

. My colleague wonders whether a

1995 decision should be judged by
a 1980 viewpoint. He says: “In
1980, the RSV may have been the
best choice.” This does not sound
all that positive about 1980, and if |
may judge from the Report, | won-
der if there is real agreement with
1980. At the same time, let me
stress that | do not want to give a
judgment on the 1995 decision. |
only wanted to introduce, as my co-
editor G. Van Popta called it, a
‘cautionary word.” | believe the ed-
itorial also took the issue of avail-
ability into account. At the same
time, when | think of all the effort
that has gone into a translation such
as the RSV, | still find expressions
like “the RSV is being phased out”
and “the demise of the RSV” as be-
ing too loaded.

In his sixth paragraph, Rev. Vissch-
er says that | have not paid atten-
tion to one area in which the two
translations really differ, the ap-
proach to the text. | am sensitive to
this difference, and believe that this
makes a real difference in individ-
ual cases. But because of all the fac-
tors involved, and looking at the
whole picture, | cannot accord with
the judgment that this is a “major
improvement.” My reasons? First,
even though the NIV translators
were all evangelicals, they were
not all Reformed; and second, they
applied contextual translation
which, as one writer put it, is
“fraught with dangers.”

I would not want to call the RSV
translation, which in the last twen-
ty-five years has found general ac-
ceptance among our people with a
minimum of unrest — a fiberal trans-
lation. Nor would I regard my rela-
tion to it as “conservative.”

. On the question of timing | cannot

add much more than the points |
have mentioned above. | do not
think a matter of this weight should
be determined by “timing.” | do
not want to quarrel with the deci-
sion of Synod 1995, but { am all in
favour of proceeding in a “guarded
and gradual fashion.” From what |
have read in the Press Release, this
is not adverse to the line taken by
Synod 1995.

435



ot Co i"éﬂ"”!("‘ A o what is "%éi!’}
iy ihs

Fadmitfam no Eamf*ez on the
“fron f ine” so to speak. Ultimately,
a consisfory must judge the weight
of the matier of availability of the
RSY. My only point is that besides
,.wﬁfiabshty, there are other factors
arl arguments to be considered as
well, which to me would lean in
favour of a cautious rather than
hasty approach.

I De jong

Response to Mr. C. Loopstra:

Rather than ouch on all the point
raised, allow me o restriﬁ my reply to
the fellowing comments. hope these
remarks will also serve as a reply to oth-
er letters which have been subymitted.
1. M Leo‘p“ra"s ietier appears to con-

nect the idea of dignity of language

strictly with the use of the clder pro-
noms Thee and Thou. | do not think

hat the notion of “dignity of lan-
guage as it was introduced in the

1980 Report is concerned specifi-

cally with the use of these pro-

nouns. | only referred to this partic-
ular usage in a note, since it is not

{at least for me) the essential point,

“Dignity of language” is refl ected

in the entire character of the B5V,

{
: in the pews today. On d%af
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2. itis easy to use gh ses like “tradi-
fionalism” and Yarguments that are
not based on Scr rpfmai grounds.”

Let’s not forget that the Anabapzfsfs
used gsuras% like this, toc! But the
fact of the matter is that the English
of the King james version was not
only born out of the Reformation,
but influenced the Hturgy and prac-
tice of the Reformed and Presbyter-
ian churches for over four hundred
vearsi The language has a timeless
guality to it, and it is precisely that
feature of it that should make us very
careful with our changes. Luther
Weigle, one of the co-workers on
the R&V put it well when he said:
“For use in worship the Bibie must
be cast, not in what is merely the
language of today, but in enduring
and simple diction which is worthy
to stand in the great tradition of Tyn-
dale and the King Kames Version.”
3. Mr. Loopstra says: “Of course,
amending the Liturgical Forms is
easy enough.” I am surprised at the
ease with which this is said. | be-
Hieve that doing this ‘amendment’
properly is not just a computer ex-
ercise but actually amounts to a
new modernization. The same
holds for the Psalms and Hymns, If

s

we pursue this path, | cannot escape |

be | the suspicion that it will be regard-
| ed as cutdated as soon as it has
heen camp?e’ted t have the same

suspicion with regard to the NIV, In
this regard the 1980 Repori was cor-
rect in saying that the KS‘\!’ is not
the “most modern version”; yet iis
use of language makes it a “worthy
successor to the KJV.”

4, Mr, Loopstra suggests that we
should not erect “non-essential bar-
riers” to the world arcund us. For
me it remains a guestion whether
the margin of the potential for error
with respect to what is essential
and what is not essential is not
greatly increased by moving to the
NIV, For we may become more
“appealing to the contemporary
world arcund us,” but simultane-
ously that much more estranged
from the real world of the Bible.
For ys and our children the central
question should still be: what does
the text really say?

i Dejong |

Press Release of Classis-Contracia,
Alberta/Manitoba held in the
Edmaonton “Immanuel” Church
building on August 10, 1995,

Fider H. Klaver, representing the
convening churcn, the “Immanuel”
Church at Edmaonton opens the meet-
ing, reads lohn 12:20-36 and leads in
prayer. He welcomes the delegates 1o
the *neet?ng

The delegates of the convening
church examine the credentials and
find them to be in good order. Dele-
gates are:

Rev. B, Aasman and Elder A, Dyk-

stra {"Providence” Church at Ed-
monton)

Elder H. Klaver and Elder R. Duker
“Immanuel” Church at Edmonton).

Classis is declared constituted.
Officers: Rev. Aasman {(chairman),

Eider H. Klaver (clerld.

Agenda:

1. Matter of the approbation of the call
of the Rev. G A, Snip to the “Im-
manuel” Church at Edmonton,

2. The agenda is adopted as proposed,
with ane itern being added.

The following documentation is re-

ceived and reviewed. '

1. Letter of call and accompanying let-
ter {dated Feb. 6, 1995).

2. Letier of acceptance of call (dated
March 13, 1995),

3. Certificate of release from the
Church at Lincoln, Ontario {dated
fune 14, 1995}
Certificate of release from Classis
Ontario South (dated June 14, 1995).
Letters indicating date and time
when Rev. Snip will become the
responsibility of the “Immanuel”
Church at Edmonton (dated Apsil 2
and May 12, 1995).
Letter indicating the announce-
ments made to the Edmonton “Im-
manuel” congregation regarding the
p;gpese:d date of August 27, 1995
f Rev. Snip.

>
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as date of installation of Rev.
All are found to be in order. There are
no objections. The “immanuel” Church
at Edmonton will be notified of this ap-
probation.




(Classis appoinis the “Providence”
Church at Edm
sis AB/ME at the instaliation of Rev,
Qr} p
equest of the Church at Bar-
sis appoints Rev. Aasman o
ugs‘uem i1,§ ssis AB/MB at the dedica-
tion ceremony of thelr new church
building (October 20, 1995)

Question period is not made use of.

Censure ad. Art. 44 CO is not neg-
e55ary.

The Acts are read and adopted and
the Press Release is approved.

The chalrman, Rev. Aasman, closes
the mesting with prayer.

H. Klaver (clerk).

Acts of Classis Pacific (Contracta) of
the Canadian Reformed Churches
held in the “Maranatha” Church,
Surrey, BC, on August 8, 1995.

Articie T - Opening

Rev. VanSpronseﬂ, the chairman
of the convening church of Surrey
{Maranatha), called the meeting to or-
der, led in prayer and read Isaiah 62: 6-
12. He extended a warm welcome to all
the brothers present.

Article 2 - Credentials.

Upon the request of the chairman,
the dalegates of the Cloverdale church

onton o represent Clas- |

5 and found

olfowing del-

amained the credentia
m 10 be in order. The
egaies were prasent:
Cloverdaie....... elders
and C. Nap.
SUITEY verver e eider G, Ceurts and
Rev. C. VanSpronsen.

5 H. Levenhorst

Article 3 — Appointment of officers

and constitution of Czassés,

The following officers were ap-
pointed:
As chairman . Rev.

C. VanSpronsen

As clerk Br. C. Geuris
Classis was constituted.

Article 4 - Adoption of the agenda.

On the agenda was the approvai of
the call extended by the church of
Smithers to Rev. |. Huijgen

Article 5 — Approbation of the call.

The following documents were pre-
Letter of call ﬂ'om the church of
Smithers to Rev. }. Huijgen.

Letter of acceptance of the call by
Rev. j. Hulijgen.

Letter of honourable release from
the church of Fergus, ON.
Certificate of honourable release
from Classis Ontario North dated
june @, 1995,

Lahd
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5. Notice of assumption of responsibil-
ity for Rev. 1. Huijgen by Smithers ag
;)’uh 17, 1995,
6. Letter from the church o s&mr@
declaring that the name " Rm
Juijgen had been ;enm nccd W
1o the congregation and that no

jection were yez‘:,eéved.
These documents were found to be
good order, and Classis decided to ap-
prove the cail of the church of Smithers
to Rev. [ Huijgen.
Article 6 — Defegat
instaifation.

Classis delegated Br. C. Nap to rep-
resent Classis at the installation of Rev.
j. Huiigen on August 20, 1995,

in
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rticle 7 — Question period.

The opportunity for guestions was
given by the chairman.

Article 8 — Adoption of the acts.

The clerk presented the acts which
were approved. A copy will be sent o
Clarion as a press release.

Article 9 = Closing

Afier the chairman thanked the
brothers for their attendance at this
special classis, br. C. Nap led in prayer.
Classis was declared closed.

For the classis
G. Geurts, clerk

1995, was 2 special and
happy day for the church of Abbotsford,

lune 11,

B.C. After 3 1/2 years of vacancy our
mmgter emeritus, Rev. M. Vanderwel
was able, as he put it, “to pass on the
torch” wo Rev. R. Schouten, The instal-
fation took place in the morning wor-
'«:Hp service where Rev. VanderWel
chose as text T Tim. 4:6-10. The theme
of the sermon was: Paul’s instruction to

Timothy how to be a good servant of

Christ Jesus in his min?stry among the
congregation. Pau! speaks about 1, his
nourishment 2. his training 3. his ?‘SOQ&

By diligently searching the 5crip-
tures, the minister, as well as the whole

congregation takes nourishment from
words of faith and sound doctrine
Training for our physical bodies is im-
portant but what is much more impor-
tant is spiritual training. We do not have
o train in our own strength but we have
been given the Hely Spirit, We have a
“aope that is based on the promises of
the living God. We were encouraged
to take up the training and run the
course with perseverance, notl aione,
but oﬂ%;ng to jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.

Aftar the service Rev, VanlLuik ex-
tended his best wishes on behalf of
Classis Pacific with fitting words

and farnily



referring to 2 Cor. 3:5,6. As chairman of
the consistory of Abbotsford, Br. john
Pruim gave words of encouragement to
Rev. Schouten in his ministry and to
the congregation to remember the min-
ister in their prayers.

In the afternoon Rev. Schouten
chose as text for his inaugural service 2
Cor. 3:5-6. The theme of the sermon
was: Called to ministry in the new
covenant; and the given points were:
1. the qualifications for this ministry, 2.
the effects of this ministry.

Paul is on the defensive for false
teachers had come and downplayed
Paul as a minister. Paul remembers his
call from God and has great confidence
in Christ. He is a minister of the new
covenant which was foretold in Jer. 31.
Paul speaks about the law of Moses for
the false teachers kept it central in their
worship and in doing so, Christ faded
into the background. Paul makes it
clear that what the law of Moses cannot
do, the Spirit does, renewing us so we
love the law that God gave and are ob-
ligated to keep it. We are to be changed
to be like Christ, be busy walking by the
Spirit, and remain faithful under the
preaching of the Word.
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On Jjune 13, 1995, a welcome
evening was held for Rev. Schouten
and his family. Following a welcome
song Br. John Pruim opened the
evening with prayer and by reading
fromIs. 40:27-31 and Heb. 13:6-22. He
welcomed Rev. Schouten, his wife,
and daughters and expressed thankful-
ness that the Lord in His time has given
us a pastor and teacher. Letters of con-
gratulations from Port Kells, Vernon,
and Aldergrove were read and dele-
gates from Yarrow, Cloverdale, and Sur-
rey spoke words of welcome. Rev.
VanSpronsen wished Rev. Schouten
well on behalf of his colleagues in the
valley and recognized a fine attribute of
each minister which Rev. Schouten
could strive to be like.

Our very capable emcees Brs. Bob
DeHaan and Dan Flokstra kept the
evening rolling along smoothly and in a
humorous way. There were musical se-
lections on the organ, by the choir and
a quintet. Grades K-4 sang two hymns
and Grade 5 presented the Schoutens
with “hugs and kisses” and a Canucks
pennant. The young people depicted a
consistory and women'’s society meet-
ing in a funny way. Tuesday morning
Bible study did a presentation of the

places people live complete with maps.
The Women's Society poetically gave
food items corresponding to the letters
WELCOME SCHOUTEN FAMILY. The
Evangelism Committee (Society) told
us how to play the game while the
Men’s Society outlined all the men’s
jobs for us. All the members of the con-
gregation became related through the
relative parade and the Schoutens re-
ceived a photo album with a page con-
tributed by each family. Rev. Schouten
could test his ability to put a name to a
face when ten John’s came forward —
resulting score? a perfect 10!

In closing Rev. Schouten thanked
everyone and relayed that coming from
a small congregation he was very hap-
py to find in this large congregation the
same fellowship shared by members.
In small and large churches there is a
similar structure of members, consistory
and minister working together under
the leadership of the same Head, our
Lord Jesus Christ. We can eagerly await
the great welcome when He will take
us to Himself in glory. A fitting closing
to a wonderful welcome evening.

Submitted for the
church of Abbotsford
Rose Boeve



By Linda Bredenhof

On june 21, 1995, the Women's
Society “The Lord is our Refuge” of
Chilliwack, B.C., hosted the 32nd An-
nual Women's League Day for the
ladies of the Canadian and American
Reformed Churches, held in the church
building of the Free Reformed Church
at Chilliwack. About 230 ladies en-
joyed themselves with a cup of coffee
and chatting with old friends or making
new acquaintances until promptly at
10:00 a.m. the chairlady for the morn-
ing, Mrs. Marian Vanlaar, asked us to

semble in the church hall. After ex-
ending a warm welcome to all, espe-
ially our “out-of-town” guests from
/ernon and even Australia, she asked
us to join in singing Psalm 36: 1,2 and
3, accompanied on the organ by Mrs.
Adria Schutte. Mrs. VanLaar then led us
in prayer after which she read three
passages of Scripture related to the
morning’s topic of “Esther”: Exodus
17:8-16, Deuteronomy 25:17-19, and
Esther 2:1-18. After stating that our
theme for the day was “Great is Thy
Faithfulness,” she introduced our
morning speaker, Mrs, Cheryl Fennema
of Chilliwack. in her introduction, Mrs.
Fennema illustrated how God’s love
and faithfulness shines throughout this
book and how it shows that God con-
trols every situation, even using sinful
people like Esther and Mordecai to pre-
serve for Himself His remnant, His
church, His covenant people.

The book of Esther is the first
recorded threat of genocide, the at-
tempt to destroy the jewish nation. This
book is very precious to the Jews and
they still celebrate the feast of Purim to
remember God’s saving work at the
time of Esther. But Hitler hated the book
for he feared the comfort it gave the
lews, so he banned its reading and the
celebrating of Purim.

The story of King Xerxes, Esther,
Mordecai and Haman is well-known.
it's certainly a beautiful and captivating
story and even our children tend to glo-
rify Esther for being so brave. But none
of the characters in this story are neces-
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sarily faithful and trusting. Mordecai’s
family had not returned to Canaan, the
promised land, but had chosen to stay in
Babylon and remain financially secure.
Esther willingly goes to the palace in a
sort of beauty pageant and becomes a
concubine in the King's harem. Morde-
cai charges Esther not to maker her Jew-
ish identity known so that by having a
family member in the palace, his per-
sonal career could be enhanced.
Harman is so angry that Mordecai refus-

es to bow down to him, that he forces
the King to establish a royal decree for
the destruction of the jews. We see Sa-
tan here trying to prevent the birth of
the Saviour! But God works through Es-
ther who pleads with the King that her
people, the jews, may at least defend
themselves, which they are able to do.
Here we see God's continual judgment
on His enemies and the deliverance of
His people Israel.



CGUCT‘W’? we sang
and 6 and the floor
discussion. Some of
aised were: Were the

stroyed as God had
d? Why are there doubts as
to Esther being a canonical book? Why
has there Mm, been so much hatred

against the Jewish race?

We then sang Psalm 111:2. Mrs
Joanne VanSpronsen and Mrs. jent gy
VanDriel from the Surrey Women's So-
ciety then read a true story about a Rev.
Joseph Ton who had been exiled from
Romania but who in 1972, willingly
went back as a “sheep in the midst of
wolves.” (Matt. 10:16) He was arrested,
harassed, and threatened to be killed but
he told the gusrds that his supreme
weapon would be his death, for by his
death all the tapes of his preaching
which were circulating around the
country would be sealed with his blood
and speak 10 times louder. The officer
let him go. Only when he had been
ready to die for the Lord could he do
anything for the Lord in Romanial

The discussion on Esther was con-
tinued. Did Esther violate the 7th Com-
mandment? Was Mordecai a believer?
Didn’t Mordecai bring his problems on
himself? Mrs. Vanlaar had to close the
discussion and she thanked Mrs. Fen-
nema forthe making and reading of
her introduction. We all sang the tradi-
tional League Song and announce-
ments were made. Mrs. Rhea Super of
Chilliwack, for pre—iunc‘ieon devotions
read Psalm 138 and led us in prayer.

We refreshed ourselves with a deli-
cious lunch of salads, buns and dessert,
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and then socialized with old friends.
The afterncon session was reopened
by the chairlady Mrs. Jane deGlint, and
we sang Hymn 48:1,2,3 and 4 accom-
panied by her brother Mr. Peter Sneep
of Holland on the organ. The Lynden
Women's Society represented by Mrs,
bheryd Bisschop, Mrs. Adria DeMooy,
and Mrs, Cmrse Klos ;)FQVEUE:{E enter-
tainment in the form of a “Women of
the Bible” quiz which was won by the
Port Kells ;c&dz@.h Some of the women
questioned about were Eve, Tamar, Ra-
hab, Lot’s wife, etc.

We then sang Psalm 40:1,6,7 and
Mrs. deGlint redd 1 Kings 19:1-18,
Psaim 3, and Philippians 4:4-13. Mrs.
Kim <mpen of Port Kells was intro-
duced and read her introduction on
“Burn Out.” She showed us how in our
very busy lives juggling duties between
home, church and school, we can be-
come physically burned out. This in turn
can qu%ckly also result in a spiritual
urnout, for we no longer have or make
time for personal prayer or Bible study.
This leads to a lack of joy in and for the
Lord and His work in the communion
of saints. Mrs. Kampen then offered
several solutions to this problem. Look
to Mary and Martha; the Lord saw
Martha’s anxiety and kindly told her that
Mary had chosen the one thing that
was needful, listening to God’s Word.
We must examine all our activities, tasks
and responsibilities in the light of an
eternal perspective. It is also important
to have a balance in your life, to allow
time to develop personal interests and
gifts, to spend time with your family

ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

i and {E.t ff:zmm union of saints, to learn to

say “no,” and to accept your {imits.
Together we sang Psalm 27: 4,5,
and 6. During the discussion period an
older iaav {semmdad us to enjoy it all
now for the children are soon grown
and gone, although another older lady
agreed that young mothers are much
busier nowadays than before. It was
mentioned that some women are
burned out because they have too
much to do at home, while also work-
ing outside the home, while others feel
burned out from boredom and not hav-
ing enough to do at home. We dis-
cussed how to get the family motivated
to help at home, also our sons, and if
we appreczdte it enough when they do.
Mrs. Kampen was thanked for her
eﬁf“swagéﬂg introduction and we
moved into General Business. The ros-
ter was read for next year; Port Kells
will be host; afternoon by Lynden.
?hﬁtscagies and tapes of both intro-
ductions will be available; any profit
made today will go to CRWREF; please
sign cards for missionaries and mission
aid workers wives in Brazil; and the
Chilliwack ladies were thanked for
the good job they had done of hosting
the day. We sang Psalm 92: 1,2,3,4,5
and 6 and Mrs. deGlint ended the day
in thanksgiving prayer. There was still
an opportunity to enjoy refreshments
and fellowship before the journey
home. We could leave being strength-
ened and encouraged again by the
knowledge of God’s love and faithful-
ness in our lives.

Dear Editor:

Re: The need for a confessional basis for
our children’s education.

I was a little surprised to learn that
after six ye“rs of sending my children to
one of those “general Christian schools”
{as opposed to “THE” non-general
Christian schools | suppose t%".at all this
time | was actually "‘mcxmg the Word |
of God,” for | “attacked the truth of Rev- !
elation.” Since when are the confessions 5
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the only way of knowing the “Truth of
Revelation”? What a scary thought. Are
we to assume that those Christians who

. ) . 1
were never brought up with reformed |

confessions have, albeit in ignorance
“attacked the Word of God” all tnma
lives? | think not. As if reformed confes-
sions have the power to make a school,
or anyone for that matter, Christian or
non- thns% an. MGW that we, as Cana-
dian Re;ormed all too often make this
distinction of "’gené b\:ﬁﬂr best” of
which we, of course, are the best. It is an

argument "ve heard often, especially
when it comes to school and which, to
be perfectly frank, | have no use for b

cause it holds no water. If all we can do
is downplay our other Christian brothers
and sisters | want no part in it. (Or do we
not see them as brothers and sisters?)
Confessions are a good thing and, in
my mind, they are a gift from God. Let's
not abuse a good thing.
Glen Tams
Taber, AB



Dear Editor:

Dr. }. De long in his editor ‘u’\m ch
Vearsion Now? (Clarion luly ‘ , 1995)
writes that in the M‘"’zhemmtv...t?“zr:

classical Fmé'ah of the Reformation
has been compsete?y severed. . .. The
idiom is generally familiar rather than
dignified.” Therefore, according to him,
“consistories should be careful before
pursing [sic; pursuing?] a transition to
the modern versions.”

i { understand Dr. De Jong correct-
ly, then he regards “you” as familiar
language, and “Thee” and “Thou” dig-
nified, when it refers to the three Per-
sons of the Trinity, and the only proper
language in prayer and praise is there-
fore “the classical English of the Refor-
mation.” Older ones among us, who
still remember their Dutch background
with “jij” and “U,” might be able to
follow that reasoning, but those born on
this continent, and especially the chil-
dren, must get the impression that there
are two types of languages: the one un-
derstandable, the other “well, that's the
way it is, but | don’t know why.”

A further argument of Dr. De jong
in favour of leaving tbmgb as they are,
is that “the Synod of Winnipeg (1989)
adopted the definitive version of our
Book of Praise.” That reasoning is rather
arbitrary: Don’t do what Qv;;od 1995
recommended, for Synod 1989 came
with a definitive version of the Book of
Praise, and judge that as a kind of a law
of the Medes and Persians, which can-
not be repealed. Therefore, hold 1989
settled and binding until “"Janabi lity of

o

| to different factions, but

the the RSV . . . b
mountable problem
comes unavoidable.”
rather say: Since the demise of th
':s at hand, which was not the case in
980 or 1989, but was anticipated by
::yﬂoﬂ Lincoln 1992, let us not disr regard
what the Committee on Bible Tran 2.;1
tions reported to Synod 1995, and con-
sider the decision of Synod 1995 set-
tled and binding, as it is not §3§’OV€(;§ o be
in conflict with the Word of God or the
Church Order. Such an attitude would
reaily promote “uniformity of usage in
the whole worship service.”
P. Van der
Toronto, ON

Dear Editor:

I am writing regarding the Medita-
tion offered by the Rev. G. Ph. van
Popta entitled “The Death Knell of De-
naminationa%%sm” in the Clarion, Vol.
44, No. of}une 16, 1995.

peuncaxiy am somewhat con-
fused by the author’s choice of the term
“denominationalism” to denote factions
within the church (such as Paul speaks
of, 1 Cor. 3), and discrimination based
on race, gender, or status.

The common use of the term “de-
nominationalism” today, does not refer
to different fed-
erations of churches. And most often
these federations do not exist because
of differences in race, or gender, but
due to differences in teaching arzd con-
fession. For example, there are at least

Schaaf
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five “denominations” or federations in
North America, which originate in the
Dutch National Church. The differ-
ences cannot be atiributed to race, but
to differences in doctrine and fifestyle.

I am convinced by the historical
record of ocur churches, that we do seek
the unity that Christ desired and com-
manded, and when we do come across
denominations "emmtecé from us solely
on account of race, or some other hu-
man characteristic, we follow the
guidelines given by Christ to umf‘y:

However, “denominationalism” as
defined by the common use of the
term, does not hinder and obstruct the
work of Christ, it is the result of His
work, by which He gathers and pre-
serves a true following, as He Himself
teaches us in Luke 12:51-53. And in
Matthew 10:34-36, the same teaching
is recarded, and Christ speaks of “a
sword,” which we know from Eph. 6, is
the Word of God.

From this, | believe that we should
not fight against ﬁeﬂommat ionalism,
but rather, courageously bear the
sword that Christ Himself has brought,
while still seeking the true unity Christ
prayed for. Not the unity of those who
may cry, “Lord, Lord " or do
“mighty works” in His i\;ame, but in-
stead the true unity of “. . . those who
do the will of My Father in heaven.”

Yours in Christ,
E. Saiomons
London, ON

By Bret Davi

)

Rd@rmatio Christian School
Blue Bell has arrived at a notable aancé
mark: nw vears of operation as a Re-
formed Christian School. We will mark

this occasion of God’s blessing en
Gctober 28, 1995, We ‘warmév wel-
come you fo attend our celebration
and join with us as we express our
thanks 1o God.

Five ye:z:‘% of training the covenant
childrent Now, for the first time since
we prayerfully emnazkeJ on this ad-

venture, can we pause to look back at

these early years of struggle and b%c&:w

ing. We have come to a small rise in the

mac* which we have been commanded
o take.

Many of you have vivid memories
of the early days of the founding of your
own schools; we have just begun to
form our own memories. The difficul-
ties of the few early years, when we
weren't sure we could make it, now
begin to fade from view,

instead, the

work of our Faithful er COmes more
clearly into our gaze.

We realize that we have not been
alone, for many people within the
Camdzan, American Reformed
Churches as well as our sister church-
es in the Netherlands, have travelle
this rocad with us. Many were heard at
heaven’s throne as they asked for the
Lord to sustain us on our journey. Qur
brothers and sisters also gave of their
time, talents, and financial resources.

441



There was a brother who

British Col mf; v to instal g
sysiem; two ?”}V(}ﬁ‘z&‘% who came from
Ontario and Izbored tirelessly on cur

csns?mdsuﬂ project; one Christian
company has continually amazed us at
thelr commitment o our cause; one
brother who gave enough money to
purchase our building and to operate
for a year; and the list goes on, So very
many of you have given to our com-
mon cause. These expressions of your
Qommztmeni to this small g roup in
Biue Bell makes us recall hzﬁ
Lord who blesses, and H
vides what is needed.

The church building, now also the
home of our school, is near the final
stages of renovation. Turning a 180~
vear-old building info a school was no
easy task] The teachers are pleased to
have “real” classrooms.

OOK REVIEW

it is ?ﬁF‘ i
{e who pro-

Owur three teachers, Linda Gibson,
Clien :‘a.. is, md Brenda Kok, have per-
averingly labored o ensure that these
younger Reformed Christians are on
theérwaa mwsaancmu the creation
as {}Gd intended. Because of the wide
of fages o H m:ﬁf nts in the two
developing the curriculum was

gl

7

with the skill s ub}es‘:: -

mar, spelling, and reading —
hE ave msmed thair lessons into

n“ 'mdae Nith this app;oau;, even
the yeumgest smae'ﬂs have studied
such things as the major civilizations
and their cu?tums, and have seen in
some detail the battie between the seed
of the woman and that of the serpent.
They have been able to grasp the his-
tory of the church from the Garden
through the ages until the present. Not
only have they been kaug%t “the three
R's”, but most importantly, with the

|

biblical Reformed tools, have ana-
ng the subjects studied. The chil-
dren have also been ta

good literature. On an average, each
student reads about 150 books a year.
Greek, French, and Latin have been
taught to the older students, and near-
ly the whole of the Bible has been stud-
ied verse by VEFSE.

S0 you can see, looking back with

us over the first five vears, that we have
much for which to be thankful. Because
of our size, we are still limited in our re-
\{;Lxmw, but we will move ahead in
faith and obedience.

Again, we invite you 1o rejoice with
us. For from Him and through Him and
fo Him are all things.

(i vou plan to attend please contact
Bret Davis at:

34 N, Highland Avenue
MNorristown, PA 12403
or call: 610-630-1796)

By P, Aasman

Twilight, Andrew Kuyvenhoven. CRC
Publications: Grand Rapids, 1994
(price: $ 2.95 US)

Kuyvenhoven has, after 17 vears
published his second book of daily
meditations. in the Preface, he stales
that he could call this volume Daylight
i, but chose msi&-aﬁ} to call it T‘,s/i!;'ghz
because, as he confides, “1 have al-
ways done beﬁef medxiatmé at dusic
than at dawn.”

Cne familiar with

writings will expect to find lively and
susgﬂsmg insights into Scr ;3 iwe. This
volume does not disappoint. The as-

signed Scripture passage is rarely
maore than 10 verses. On average,
meditation is about as iong as the
Scripture reading. Yet in spite of this
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leditations

brevity, a combination of vivid im-
agerv and penetrating commentary
enables the author 1o deliver a mem-
orable message.

One will not aéwdyc agzgﬂ with th
view point expressed, but when you
have 365 separate meditations, it is not
surprising that one would occasionally
disagree. But there are weaknesses, The
author tends 1o moralize at times. For
example, the month of February is
about Elijah’s call to lsrael to repent of
idolatry. The meditations are very in-
teresting and moving, but they are often
not distinctly Christian because one is
often not led by the meditation to Jesus
Christ either openty or by implication.

Althougn this makes it all the more de-
!sgnim when at a later date, you are
brought by the meditation o the heart

| profit the family little

family devotion.

of redemption again, yet it often leaves
one with bare moral injunction. Jesus
Christ called the bare moral énéun&
tions heavy burdens, hard to bear
However, it will not be difficult for the
family to profit from the meditation
smce it provides focus for discussion on
he redemptive nature of each Scrip-
tura. Even though the meditations are
brief, there are often pointers for such
discussion.
just as bare Scripture reading with-
out meditation on and interaction with
the text profits the family little, so the
reading of a meditation without refiect-
ing on it and interacting with 1t will
. With this in mind,

this book will be a help and a delight for




OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By

Aunt Betty

Dear Busy Beavers,

Today let's think about a text from the Bible. In the let-

ter of James, we read this text,

“But be doers of the word,
and not hearers only.” James 1:22a.

What do you think that means?

We hear the Word, God’s Word, often.

We read or listen to the Bible at home,

at school, and in church.

In His Word God tells us how to live.

Now, after we hear His Word, we have to do what God

tells us.

It's like when our Mom or Dad tells us to do something.
We have to go and do it, we may not say,

“Yes, Mom” and not do it!

So when we read the Bible, let’s find out what God

wants us to do, and let's do it!

Fill

1.

10.

Quiz Time!

One of the animals mentioned most in the Bible is sheep.
in the blanks with the right name.

was a famous shepherd boy who be-
came a king. 1 Samuel 16:1,13.

said that God would feed his flock like
a shepherd. Isaiah 40:11.

is the good shepherd who knows his
sheep. John 10:14.

told the shepherds about the birth of Je-
sus. Luke 2:8,9.

was a shepherd while his brother was a
farmer. Genesis 4:2.

included in his daily supplies one hun-
dred sheep. 1 Kings 4:22,23.

led the Israelites in an offering of seven
thousand sheep. 2 Chronicles 15:8-11.

took brown sheep for his own. Gene-

received the first fleece of a sheep.

gave the kind of Israel many sheep as
tribute. 2 Kings 3:4.

WELLS

Wells were very important in Bible times. Match the per-

son with the proper statement about wells.

1.

10.

. Joseph, Genesis 49:22

. Moses, Numbers 21:16

. David, 2 Sam. 23:15-17 .

Herdsmen of Gerar, a. Produced bitter water.

Genesis 26:20

. Isaac, Genesis 26:18 b. Was given water at the
well in Beer.
. Jesus, john 4:6-14 c. Fought over a well.
. Uzziah, 2 Chronicles d. Witnessed to a woman at
26:9,10 a well.
. Isaiah, Isaiah 12:3 e. Built towers and wells in
the desert.
. Abraham’s servant, Gen. f. Waited at a well to find
24:10-13 Isaac a wife.

g. Refused to drink water
because three men risked
their lives getting it for
him.

h. Was blessed as “a fruitful

bough by a well.”

Prophesied that people

would “draw water out of

the wells of salvation.”

Dug again the wells of his

father.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
It's almost October already, so here we are to wish

Marah, Exodus 15:23 j

these Busy Beavers a very Happy Birthday and a wish for the
Lord’s blessing on their lives in the coming year!

Jaclyn Bartels 1 Amanda jager 11
Alyssa Lodder 2 Joel Jelsma 13
Crystal Dekker 2 Kristina Fennema 17
Arlene Winkelaar 3 Byron Tuininga 17
Richelle Kruisselbrink 3 Amy VanderHorst 18
Laura Kanis 4 Leo Knol 20
Gerard VanWoudenberg 5  Cynthia VanLeeuwen 22
Trevor VanderVelde 7 Colette VandenBos 25
Katherine Wiersema 7 Alisha Dokter 28
Marja Vanderkamp 8  Michael Janssens 28
Florence Bouma 10 Michelle Dekker 29
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ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
by Busy Beaver Reuel Feenstra

SCRAMBLED BIBLES NAMES
by Busy Beaver Daniel Vis

obcja

haasr

alerhc
ebetlhiaz

uaes
khebera

© NP U W =

& FROM THE MAILBOX

Hello, Reuel Feenstra. | guess you
were sad that a raccoon killed a few of
your pets! Did you hear any noise that
night? Thanks for the excellent picture
of the Mounted Police! Bye, Reuel.

Hi, Michelle Linde. Sounds like you

BIBLE CODE
by Busy Beaver Denise Vis

A-1 G-7 M-13 S-19 Y-25 had it holidav! H is school 2o
B2 H-8 N.14 T-20 7.96 ad a very exciting summer holiday! How is school going
now? Keep up the good work on your drawing! Bye,
C-3 -9 O-15 U-21 Michelle.
D-4 }-10 P-16 V-22 Hello, Tamara Vanleeuwen. What a nice picture you
E-5 K-11 Q-17 W-23 sent me. The colours are beautiful. But if you want me to
F-6 L-12 R-18 X-24 put a picture in the Clarion it has to be in black and white,
ok? Bye, Tamara.
e S o — Answers to Scrambled Bible Names:
20 8 5 6 5 11 15 6 20 8 5
piaed g yieqezifg 'y
poD 'L [pyoey "¢
yexagey ‘9 yeles ¢
o nesg ' qooe( |
12 15 18 4 9 19 20 8 5
Aunt Betty

/o the Busy Beaver Club
Premier Printing Ltd.

“““““““““ = One Beghin Avenue

257 9014049147 156 Winnipeg, MB R2j 3X5

______ . That's all for today!
23 9 19 4 1513 {Prov. 9:10) Love to you all!
Aunt Betty
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With thankfulness to the Lord
we are pleased to announce the
birth of our first child, a son,
born July 19, 1995

KYLE RCBERT

Tony and Jodie Supér
1st grandchild for
Bob and Coby Hellewell
Znd grandchild for
Henry and Ann Supér
7445-132 Street
Box 1010
Surrey, BC V3W 1J8
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The Lord has blessed our fami-
ly with the birth of

KALEB EDWARD
Born July 12, 1995
A brother for Luanne, Amanda,
Joshua, and Jodi

Ed and Lorraine Feenstra

{nee DeBoer)

RR 2, Diltz Road
Dunnville, ON N1A ZW2

Psalm 147:4

He determines the number of the
stars and calls them each by name.

We thank the Lord for blessing
us with the birth of our second
child, a son

RILEY JAMES

Born August 21, 1995
A little brother for Meagan Sherri
Proud parents are
Pieter and Tineke Nijenhuis
{(nee DeRuiter)

25 Hastings Boulevard
Guelph, ON NI1E 4G3
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O give thanks unto the LORD, for He
is good, for His steadfast love en-
di u res forever.

With great thankfulness to our
,z‘zﬂevenly Father we are pleased
to announce the birth of our
dear son

BRETT MITCHELL

Born on July 22, 1995
A brother for Carissa Joy
Caitlin Dawn
Adrian and Jacqueline
Hamoen
Box 31
Vega, AB TOG 2HO
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We thank our heavenly Father,

who blessed our lives richly

with the birth of our third child,

a daughter

JESSICA LEANNE

Born August 11, 1995

A sister for Shawn and Sarah

Marten and Henrietta Riepema
(nee de Witt)

122 Colborne Street

Elora, ON NOB 150

With great joy and thankfulness
to the Lord, who has made all
things well, we joyfully an-
nounce the birth of our second
child, a son

JEFFREY EDWARD

Born: July 02, 1995
A new little brother for Dwayne
His thankful parents
John and Wilma Jansen
{nee Gansekoele)
23 Ross Street
Elora, ON NOB 150

|
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In thankfulness to the Lord
who made everything well, we
are happy to announce the
birth of our son and brother

MITCHELL ALEXANDER

Born: August 10, 1995
A brother for
Riemer, Willigm,
Adriang, Gregory,
Awva, Anita.
David, Bryan,
Kristofer
Allan and Corrie Faber

7195-115%h Street
Delta, BC V4E 1X8

s e e e s

Our covenant God has richly
blessed us by granting us a
healthy son. We named him

JORDAN RICHARD
Born July 14, 1995
Ray and Hannah Buitenbos
{nee Kingma)
12th grandchild for
Mr. and Mrs. John Buitenbos
26th granchild for
Rev. and Mrs. Piet Kingma
20th great-grandchild for
Mrs. R.A. VanderSluis
28th great-grandchild for
Mr. and Mrs, Richard Buitenbos
1170 Billings Court 3B
Grand Rapids, MI 49508 USA
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“. .. but they whe wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength,
they shall mount Hp with wings
like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shail walk and not faint.”
Isaigh 40:31

Knowing and thanking the
Lord, who in His infinite wis-
dom, and through mysterious
ways unknown to us, has
brought us together, we

META BOSSCHER
and
JAY KOSTER

wish to share our joy, and an-
nounce our engagement.
September 1, 1995
1283 Walkers Line
Burlington, ON L7R 3X5
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Praise is due to Thee, O God, in Zion; “O give thanks to the LORD, for He Sing to Him, sing praises to Him.
and to Thee shall vows be performed. is good; for His steadfast love en- Tell of all His wonderful works!
Psalm 65:1 dures forever.” Psalm 118:29 Psalm 1052
With thankfulness and praise to With thankfulness we With thankfulness to our heav-
God, we enly Father, who has brought
MONICA NORDEMAN
4 I and ADRIAN PAUL
H DONBOS announce our engagemernt. and
joyfully announce our August 18, 1995 SYLVIA VANDERVEEN
H engagement. 14463-80th Avenue joyfully announce our
August 19, 1995 m Surrey, BC V35 8C2 engagement.
5460 Bell School Line L _IJ I September9,1995
RR 6 Milton, ON LIT 2Y1 17108-64 Avenue B416
L Jj DB RS Edmonton, AB T5T 2C9

With thankfulness to our Father, we
CATHARINA CHRISTINA

daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul de Ruiter
and

RONALD WILLIAM

son of
Mrs. R. Beukema
are happy to announce our forthcoming marriage
which will be held, the Lord willing, October 27,
1995 at the Canadian Reformed Church in Carman.

Rev. P.K.A. de Boer officiating.

RR 4
Fergus, ON NIM 2W5
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“Let Thy steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we
hope in Thee.” Psalm 33:22
With joy and thanksgiving to God Mr. and Mzrs.

Harry Scholtens announce the forthcoming mar-
riage of their daughter

HILDA ELISABETH JOHANNA

to
WAYNE MICHAEL

son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bartels.

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on
Friday, October 6, 1995 at 2:30 p.m. at Rehoboth
Canadian Reformed Church, Burlington, ON.

Rev. G.H. Visscher officiating.
Future Address:

3552 Highway 56

RR2

Binbrook, ON LOR 1C0
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Ephesians 5:31
With great joy and thankfulness to God, Mr. and

Mrs. Ben Vanderzwaag are pleased to announce the
marriage of their daughter

KIMBERLEY MARIE

to
PAUL ANTHONY

son of Mr. and Mrs. John Van Eerde.

The ceremony will take place, the Lord willing, on
Saturday, October 7, 1995 at 2:30 p.m. at Maranatha
Canadian Reformed Church in Fergus, Ontario.

Rev. W. den Hollander officiating.

Future address
54 Amaranth St. East
Grand Valley, ON LON 1G0
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Colossians 3:14, 15

And above all things put on love which binds everything to-
gether in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one
body, and be thankful.

Mr. and Mrs. A. Witteveen of Abbotsford, B.C. are
happy to announce the marriage of their daughter,

HETTY
to
JULIUS

son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Jagersma of Coaldale, Alberta.

The ceremony took place on August 4, 1995 in the
Abbotsford Canadian Reformed Church with Rev.
M. VanderWel officiating.

42326 Elizabeth Avenue
Chilliwack, BC V2R 5C9

—J
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Fenwick, ON:

Zuidwolde (DR) 1945 ~October 3 ~ 1995 Beamsville, ON
Ps. 91:1,2

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, who abides in
the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the LORD, “My refuge
and my fortress; my God in whom I trust.”

With the words of this text we are pleased to an-
nounce the 50th wedding anniversary of

MARTIN VANDERVELDE
and
ANNE VANDERVELDE (nee Hansma)

Due to their personal circumstances, we hope to cel-
ebrate this joyful event, the Lord willing, within our
family circle.

Their thankful children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren:

Wellandport, ON: Henk and Emily VanderVelde

Dugald, MB: Angelina and Tim DeGelder
Sylvia, Joanna, Bryan
Mark and his fiancée,
Christy Stoffels
Ingrid and Jake Jansema
Vanessa
Greg
Winston
Nicoline
Hamilton, ON:  Carla and Tom Zietsma
Jonathan
Jared
Nadia
Joel

Burlington, ON: Irene and Collin Spithof
Daren
Leanne
Erica
Carissa
Ramon

Taco and Margaret VanderVelde
Brendan
Aren
Jordan
Marisa
Alexa
Thamesville, ON: Evelien and Clare Wiersma
Jolene
Chandra
Jenica
Kellen
Beamsville, ON: Fred and Grace VanderVelde
Hanmnele
Nadine
Kendra
Jordana

Andy and Brenda VanderVelde
Breanne
Laurissa
Mailing Address:
RR 2, 4219 Mountainview Road
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2

Wellandport, ON:

L

0

1970 ~ October 2 ~ 1995

JOHN and HARMA GRIT (nee Keep)

We thank and praise the LORD for blessing and guid-

ing Dad and Mom through their first 25 years to-

gether. We pray for the LORD's everlasting guidance

in the years to come.

With Love:

Grand Valley, ON: Margaret and Dave Van Ommen

Crystal, Shawn, Elizabeth and

Nicholas

Lori and Gary Kottelenberg

Kayla

Paula

Terry

Amanda

Heather

Benjamin

Open House: Hunters and Anglers Club, Orangeville
2:00 - 4:00 Best wishes only please.

264 Edenwood Crescent, Orangeville, ON LOW 4M7

Orangeville, ON:

N
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October 3, 1970 ~ October 3, 1995

“I can do all things in Him who strengthens me.”

Phil 4:13
With joy and gratitude to our heavenly Father for
His guidance and care throughout their marriage,
we are pleased to announce the 25th wedding an-
niversary of our dear parents and grandparents

HARRY and TINI BOUWMAN (nee Meima)

Their thankful children and grandchildren

Burlington, ON: Teny and Gerhard Visscher
Brad, Charlene, Daryn, Mark,
Wayne, Estelle

Kelmscott, Clarence and Arlene Bouwman
Australia: Harwin, Jared, Riana, Tristin
Fergus, ON: Jake and Anita Bouwman

Harold, Gregory, Richard, Lynetta,
Curtis, Brandon, Kenton

Abbotsford, BC: Jeannette Bouwman

Fergus, ON: Teresa and John Jongsma
Martin, Lydia, Angela, Katrina,
Harmen

Calgary, AB:  Otto and Jeanette Bouwman

Jerenmy, Georgene, Clarissa, Derrick

There will be an open house on Monday, October 9,
1995 from 2 - 4 p.m. in the Canadian Reformed
Church of Fergus. Best wishes only please.

RR 3, Fergus, ON N1IM 2W4

o

FOR SALE

Wurlitzer Organ — Full Keyboard, Full Pedalboard,
Orbit 3 Synthesizer, Rhythm Unit.

Call 905-386-6139 or 905-386-6833.
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-Come and teach in the heart
of the beautiful
Fraser Valley
where spring comes early!

The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society
of Abbotsford, B.C. operating the John Calvin School

invites applications for
PRIMARY TEACHER (GR. 2)

with duties to commence on January 1, 1996.

Successful applicant must be a communicant mem-
ber of a Canadian/American Reformed Church or a
sister church, and must be certifiable by the Indepen-
dent Schools Branch of the Ministry of Education in
British Columbia.

For information contact the principal,

Mr. P.H. Torenvliet
phone 1-604-823-6814 (school)
1-604-854-5851 (home)

or

Mr. T. Boeve (chairman)
1-604-826-7723

Send applications to the Secretary,

Mr. R. Faber
John Calvin School
4268 Stewart Road, Chilliwack, B.C. V2R 5G3

COME TO THE BEAUTIFUL VALLEY

The Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School of Smithers
and Houston has a temporary high school position
available from January, 1996, till June 30 and possibly
till December 31, 1996.

Duties consist of replacing the Social Studies/Business
teacher who will be on a study leave. Familiarity with
Microsoft Works will be considered an asset.

For inquiries contact

Henk Van Beelen

at (604) 847-3492 (school)
847-5924 (home)
or 847-3912 (fax)

&

LiGONIER MINISTRIES OF CANADA
“The Teaching Fellowship of R.C. Sproul”

> FREE colour catalogue

> FREE Christian Education Audit

> Information on 1995 Conferences

> FREE pages of New Geneva Study Bible

Cali: 1-800-563-3529 Fax: 1-800-5 SPROUL

TRAILER FOR RENT
In Beamsville, Ontario - $650 per month plus utilities.
Excellent condition —~ 50" x 117, 2-bedroom, 1-bathroom.

Contact John Hofsink
Ph: (905) 389-7359

AMSTERDAM
From Vancouver or Calgary
Spring 1996 from $798.00

Book Now and Save
$75.00 per person.

Call Grace Visscher H.T.P.

?é:“ Holland Tel. (604) 530-6771
M proessional Fax (604) 530-8077

Toll free 1-800-811-2388

GIVE US A TRY BEFORE YOU BUY

JOE A. BOERSEMA, R.R.S.
Sales Representative

A professional who honours the Lord’s Day!

1t is my privilege to assist you with
competence and confidentiality in all
| your buying and selling needs.

“H roseland realty Itd.
RVMK 720 guelph line
4 burlington, ontario L7R 4E2
bus: (416) 333-3500
res: 333-1753 fax: 333-3616




CONTENT DIGITAL SAMPLING ORGANS |

e DUTCH CD’S & TAPES
* PIANOG & ORGAN LESSONS
* SHEET MUSIC

NEW Fun size digital

sampling organs -
$6,995.00*
Tel: (905) 455-0797

{*Prices subject to change without notice.)

THE MUSIC GROUP

Willem Van Suydam, General Manager

190 Highway #7 West (Bypass), Unit 5,
Brampton, Ontario L7A 1A2

Visit our Showroom — Open Saturdays 9:30 - 4:00,
or call for an appointment.

-] e CHILLIWACK AGENCIES LTD. e - ]

GARRY HOVIUS

Ph. (604) 792-8551 office
792-5721 fax
856-6771 Vancouver line
795-4025 res.
793-5118 cellular

Referrals always welcome

THE Family Christian

Bookstore Burlington

750 Guelph Line, T km South of G.EW. L7R 3K5
Phone (905)637-9151
Fax (905) 637-5472
*Bibles *Books *Tapes and CDs *Plaques
*Wedding invitations *Videos
*Communion Ware *Curriculum

WELL WORTH A FEW EXTRA MILES

A personal story based on her mother’s diary and recollections
about life in a Japanese women’s
concentration camp; about the
anxieties, frustrations and hopes
of a young Dutch mother and
her two children who were
caught in a terrifying situation.
The book covers the equally un-
settling period after the Japan-
ese capitulation.

“... Few other accounts of this
period tell us how much the Dutch
suffered and endured during the
brutal Japanese occupation . ...”

Gerlof H. Homan, Prof. of History
In the Shadow of the Sun is the
story of the Herman family
with a historical setting as a backdrop. Includes a list of camps.
1lL., 224 pages, soft cover.

Can$21.88, incl. postage & GST — US$17.45, includes postage

Vanderheide Publishing Co. Ltd.

Canada: P.0. Bag 9033, Surrey, BC V3T 4X3 U.8.A.: Box 313, Lynden, Wa. 98264-0313
Phone: (604) 532-1733  Fax (604) 532-1734

Ask for our catalogue on books and ceramic plaques

A DIVISION OF 397308 Ontario Incorporated

S
THIE MUSIC GROUP—=—

WILLEM VAN SUYDAM
FALL 1995 CONCERT TOUR

Compositions drawn
FROM HIS NEW IMPROVISATION CD!!!

Sat, Oct. 14: Sarnia— First Christian Ref. Church ap-
pearing with SURSUM CORDA MALE CHOIR.

Fri, Oct 20: Barrie — First Christian Reformed Church,
appearing with CRUSADERS MALE CHOIR.

Sat, Oct 21: Holland Marsh — Christian Reformed
Church, appearing with CRUSADERS MALE CHOIR.

Fri, Oct 27: Dunnville- Grace Reformed Church, ap-
pearing with THE REFORMED CHURCH CHOIR.

Sat, Oct 28: Brampton~ Second Christian Reformed
Church, with GEORGETOWN PERFORMANCE
CHILDREN'S CHOIR.

Fri, Nov 10: Cambridge — Central Presbyterian
Church, appearing with THE CAMBRIDGE SINGERS.

Sat, Nov 11: Peterborough ~ St. Paul’s Presbyterian
Church, appearing with AMALGAMATED PETER-
BOROUGH CHOIRS

Fri, Nov 17: Hamilton - Melrose United Church, ap-
pearing with THE AMBASSADOR MALE CHOIR

Sat, Nov 18: Tillsonburg — Christian Reformed Church,
appearing with TILLSONBURG C.R.C. CHOIR

Sat, Nov 25: Strathroy — Westmount Christian Re-
formed Church, with REJOICE IN THE LORD CHOIR

Fri, Dec 1: St. Catharines — St. Catharines R.C. Cathe-
dral, appearing with THE HEW HOPE CHOIR

Fri, Dec 2: Brantford — Grace Anglican Church, ap-
pearing with: MARANATHA C.R.C. CHOIR, WOOD-
STOCK and BRANTFORD REFORMED CHURCH
CHOIR

Fri, Dec 8: Fergus — Canadian Reformed Church, ap-
pearing with THE FERGUS/ELORA SINGERS

Sat, Dec 9: Thunder Bay - St. Paul’s United church, ap-
pearing with THE FORT WILLIAM MALE CHOIR

All concerts start at 8:00 p.m.
Admission varies between $8 and $10
Seniors and family discounts
Coffee after the concerts where possible
For information call The Music Group
at (905) 455-0797.
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INTER-LEAGUE
Publication Board
PUBLISHER FOR REFORMED STUDY MATERIAL

New Release

Job’s Perseverance — P. defong

Job’s Peseverance is a series of eight outlines which
gives an overview of the book of Job. These outlines
take the reader through the various stages of the le-
gal action between the LORD and Satan dealing with
the righteousness of Job. The book of Job has been
called the book of God’s self-justification. The LORD
justifies Job against his friends, thereby justifying
Himself against Satan. It is not about a man who per-
severes against adversity, but it is the self-revelation
of the LORD who perseveres in and through Job. Job’s
perseverance is God’s work, in it God effects the tri-
umph of His righteousness which finds its fulfill-
ment in the work of Christ. The end of the book al-
ludes to the future eternal glory which in Christ has
been laid up as an inheritance for all who persevere in
faith (James 5:11).

Price $7.50 Cdn.

Order from your local representative (postage paid) or
directly from LL.P.B. Add $2.50 postage and handling

Box 783 LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA Nb6A 4Y8

AlmSong "95

An evening of song and prayer
to praise our sovereign God

FREE ADMISSION
Friday, October, 6, 1995, at 7:30 p.m.

Congregational singing will be accompanied
by choir and organ
Featuring:
Redeemer College Concert Choir,
Christiaan Teeuwsen, dir.
Guido de Brés High Girls” Choir, Lori Snow, dir.
Maranatha-Emmanuel Student Chorus,

Bonnie Bouwman, dir.

and Special Artists:

Christiaan Teeuwsen, organ
Fred deHaan, piano

Brief meditation by the Rev. Clarence Stam

An offering will be taken up during the programme.
Alms collected will go to MERF (Middle East
Reformed Fellowship) which serves those who are
committed to proclaim the historical biblical
Christian faith.

Location:

Centenary United Church
24 Main St. West at James St., Hamilton, Ontario

I would like to support Guido de Brés High School
with a donation of

[ $100.00 [J $500.00 [} $1000.00 [_¥ $5000.00
[} Other: ‘

Name

Address

City

Postal Code
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John Jonker

Sales Representative

Bus: (519) 376-9210

Fax: (519)376-1355

Pager: {416) 553-4198

Home: {518} 371-4847

Serving Chatsworth and Owen Sound area
Jor ail your real estate needs.

900 10th Street West, Owen Sound, Ontario, N4K 5R9
AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER BROKER « REALTOR

Maranatha Homes
Burlington, Ontario

This award-winning Senior Citizen Home is located
close to Ebenezer Canadian Reformed Church. It has
audio hookup for the church services in every apart-
ment and a weekly evening video church service pre-
sentation provided for by Ebenezer. Monthly rent is
geared to income. Maxinum $450.00 a month.
Information from:

Mrs. Rosanne van der Woerd
109-3260 New Street, Burlington, ON L7N 3L4
(905-681-0311)

Arie J. Hordyk
3386 Regal Road, Burlington, ON L7N 118
(805-632-2125)

‘® Commercial liability and fleet insurance
®UsS

® Contractors performance bonds

. insurance coverage

® | ife and disability insurance and R.R.S.P.s
® Marine and Boat & Motor Insurance

050 HARVESTER RD. « BURLINGTO ?é*%f«i‘ 6192 « 634-5543

Cact

‘® Personal property and automobile insurance

PEACOCK, VANDERHOUT & VANE}?K '
lnsvraonce

You Had a Choice

and you chose us.
Thank You!

“We would like to assure you of the high quality
service we are committed to.providing yﬁ

BUT YOU ARE.

As Eﬁﬁeg}m ent
Insurance Brokers
we do more for you!

esuretoi

Brokers Ltd.




