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Ascension: Looking Back,

Up, and Ahead

Eric Kampen
Minister of the Canadian
Reformed Church at
Orangeville, Ontario eric.

kampen@canrc.or:

We can see how critical Christ’s presence in the
heavens is for our prayers. He is the all-important
buffer between the Father and us

Looking up

As Christians, we do a great deal of looking back.
This is not because we are afraid someone is going to
sneak up behind us, but because certain events in the
past are important for our life today. We look back espe-
cially to Christ crucified for the forgiveness of sins. This
great event is commemorated every time we celebrate the
Lord’s Supper, where we remember his death. The remem-
brance of our Lord’s death, of course, is accompanied by
remembering his resurrection.

If we rightly understand what we see behind us, we
will realize that what happened at the cross, and three
days later when Jesus arose, should make us look up.
Paul writes in Colossians 3:1, 2, “If then you have been
raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind
on things that are above. . ..” These words remind us that
the risen Lord Jesus ascended into heaven, where he sits
at God’s right hand.

When we look back, we see what he has done for us.
When we look up, we see what he is doing for us. Looking
back comforts us and gives us reason to praise and wor-
ship him. This comfort and reason for praise and worship
intensifies when we look up and think about what our
Lord is busy doing for us now. His current work can be
described with the familiar terms used to describe our
Lord’s threefold office in Lord’s Day 12, namely, that he
is our chief prophet and teacher, our only high priest, and
our eternal king.
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Our chief prophet and teacher

It should catch our attention that our Lord is described
as our chief prophet and teacher. This is a reminder that
we are not dependent solely on what Jesus said during
his time on earth to learn about the way of salvation.
We should also resist the idea that what Jesus himself
said is more important than what we find elsewhere in
Scripture. This is always an unfortunate impression left
by red-letter Bible editions. As Paul writes to Timothy,
all Scripture is breathed out by God (2 Tim 3:16). The Old
Testament prophets were moved by the Spirit of Christ to
speak and write what they did (2 Pet 1:21). The Lord Jesus
promised his disciples the Holy Spirit, who would equip
them to speak in his name. It is through the teaching of
the apostles, preserved in the New Testament writings,
that we see how the Lord Jesus continues in his role as
chief prophet and teacher from heaven.

As the Lord Jesus continued his revelation of God’s
counsel and will concerning our salvation through his
apostles, he saw to it that this work could continue after
they were gone. In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul mentions that
beside apostles and prophets, both unique to the early
church, Christ gave evangelists, shepherds, and teachers
to equip the saints. This is the beginning of the ministry
of the Word as the church has it to this day. Through that
ministry, the apostolic message is passed on and Christ
continues to reveal God’s counsel and will concerning
our salvation.



Our only high priest

While it is possible for the Lord Jesus to use servants to assist
him in his prophetic work, this is not possible when it comes to his
priestly work. This work was foreshadowed in the work of the Le-
vitical priests. Foreshadowing, however, is not the same as fulfilling
part of the work. The letter to the Hebrews mentions that the insuf-
ficiency of the Aaronic priesthood is evident in the way high priests
succeeded one another and they had to make sacrifices for their own
sins. It was an endless series of priests and sacrifices because they
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could not pay for sins. Our Lord, however, as priest after
the order of Melchizedek, paid for sins once for all by his
death on the cross (e.g. Heb 7:23-28; 10:1-10).

The letter to the Hebrews also teaches what the as-
cended Christ is doing in his role as priest. He has gone
into the heavens to present the evidence of his sacrifice
to the Father in the heavenly sanctuary. In heaven, he is
busy continually interceding for us, his people. In He-
brews 4:14-16 it is explained how as believers, we can
draw near to God through Jesus, who has gone through
the heavens. In Hebrews 9:24, we read how he has ap-
peared in the presence of God on our behalf. We can also
think of the words in 1 John 2:1, where it is explained
that Jesus is our advocate before the Father.

We can see how critical Christ’s presence in the heav-
ens is for our prayers. He is the all-important buffer be-
tween the Father and us. He stands there as our media-
tor. Because he is standing between the Father and us, the
Father does not see our sins anymore. He sees only the
satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of Jesus Christ,
which covers us completely. Our lives are hidden in Christ.

Our eternal king

While the gospels show us the Lord Jesus functioning
as prophet and priest, we do not see him in his role as king.
It is not that he hid his kingship. The Lord Jesus did not
receive the kingship until the completion of his sacrifice.
We hear this in his words to his disciples shortly before
his ascension, as he said that all authority in heaven and
on earth had been given to him (Matt 28:18). Peter made
that connection as well on the day of Pentecost, when he
spoke of God raising Jesus from the dead and highly ex-
alting him. He then quoted Psalm 110, “The Lord said to
my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies
your footstool’” (Acts 2:32-35). Paul explained to the Phi-
lippians that Christ was crowned with honour and glory as
a reward for all his suffering. In Hebrews 10:12 we read,
“But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.” A further
indication of Christ being crowned king is the vision of
John in Revelation 5. He saw the Lamb, who had been
slain, but raised again, taking the scroll from the hand of
the one seated on the throne.

What we see then is that while upon his ascension
Christ continued his task as chief prophet and teacher, he
entered a new phase in his task as our only high priest,
and he assumed his task as king. The ascension can be
seen as a coronation, a shout of triumph to all the princi-
palities and powers of his victory.
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There is a double benefit in the Lord Jesus assum-
ing the kingship of the universe. First, he sent the gift
of the Holy Spirit. This was evident on Pentecost. Peter
explains this in the passage mentioned earlier, as he said
that Jesus received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, whom he had poured out on his disciples. The
Holy Spirit equips those called to proclaim the gospel (cf.
Eph 4:11-13) and he enables the believers to live together
by giving a variety of spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12).

The second benefit is that Christ exercises his role as
king in defending and preserving his church. This does not
mean the church never has setbacks. The book of Acts men-
tions various rounds of persecutions. At the same time, it
shows that the kingdom cannot be held back. It spilled out
of Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria, and then marched
steadily outward, even reaching Rome, the center of the Em-
pire. The persecutions meant to stop the spread of the gospel
actually sped up the spread of the gospel. The same message
comes out in the book of Revelation, as it shows that in spite
of much fierce opposition, the gospel is unstoppable. The
book of Revelation concludes with a vision of Christ coming
in glory and the establishment of a new heaven and new
earth, with all enemies cast into everlasting condemnation.
Two-thousand years of history have passed since the Lord
was on earth, and the gospel has spread steadily over the
earth, still reaching new peoples.

Looking ahead

The ascension of our Lord, therefore, makes us look
up. It could be argued that by doing this, as Christians we
put ourselves into a rather vulnerable position. As a wife
may tell her husband, who seems more intent on taking
in the sights all around him than keeping his eyes on the
road, “Watch where you are going,” so it may seem neces-
sary to say to believers, “Stop looking back and up, watch
where you are going.” The comparison, however, does not
hold. A driver should keep his eyes on the road ahead. For
believers, looking back and looking up is the best way to
keep safely moving ahead. Looking back, we gain confi-
dence for it reminds us we are at peace with God in Christ
crucified. Looking up, we gain confidence in knowing that
we always have access to the Father through our Saviour.
We gain confidence as we see that despite all the threaten-
ing clouds on the horizon, Christ is King!

Looking ahead without looking back and up is scary.
Looking back and up gives us the boldness of faith to keep
going through life. When we know our life is hidden in the
crucified, risen, and ascended Lord, we may look forward
to the day when Christ appears in glory, for we know that
then we also will appear with him in glory.



MATTHEW 13:52

Immanuel: God Is With Us!

Matthew 1:23 & 28:20b

My wife and children live a long,
long way away from close family (al-
most 15,000 kms as the crow flies).
As a result my children have mostly
grown up without grandparents, un-
cles, aunties, and cousins in their life.
They can talk on the Internet. But it’s
not the same.

For brief periods of time, the
uncles and aunties and grandparents
will come and visit. Now these visits
are not the same as living nearby fam-
ily. They are much more concentrated.
Family usually stays with us, so the
children get to see and play with them
every day. They soon get used to the
idea of having Grandma or Aunty
around and they always love it very
much.

But then, a few short weeks later,
the family needs to go home. And that
is always a sad day for my children.
Afterwards for days they ask when
they will come back, or when we can
go see them again. They put on a brave
face, but they miss them terribly. To
the point we sometimes wonder if it’s
worth it after all. Is it worth it for all
the concentrated joy of a loved one’s
presence to turn to sadness when they
will soon just leave again (for what
seems like to a child) forever?' Or is
it preferable to never have known any

better? Tennyson said famously “'Tis
better to have loved and lost than
never to have loved at all.” But, as
thousands of broken hearts have won-
dered throughout history, is it?

The coming of Jesus Christ to
earth was a remarkable thing. Be-
cause, as Matthew tells us at the very
beginning of his gospel (1:23), Jesus
was Immanuel, that is, God with us.
This was unexpected and unprec-
edented in human history. For hun-
dreds of years God had dwelt nearby
his people, in the holy of holies in the
tabernacle and later the temple. But
because of his holiness and glory and
their sinful impurity they had to be
kept away from direct contact with
God, or they would surely die.

So the fact that Jesus Christ real-
ly was Immanuel, true and very God
yet dwelling on earth with his sinful
people in finite human form, was a
remarkable act of love and self-sacri-
fice by our God. People could be with
God, see him, touch him, talk to him.
That’s the dream of Paradise (Gen 3:8;
Rev 21:3) which had seemingly been
lost forever by the fall.

So given the wonder of Immanu-
el, the ascension of Jesus Christ into
heaven (after the end of Matthew)
must be an absolute tragedy for the

Ben Schoof

Minister of the Maranatha
Canadian Reformed Church at
Surrey, British Columbia
ben.schoof@icloud.com

disciples and humankind! We are go-
ing from the glories of God with us, to
.. .nothing. God is no longer with us.
He no longer dwells with his people.
And we might wonder, “Why? Why
did God come to be with us, for such
a short, concentrated time, only to
leave again? We had such joy, hope,
and now it is gone. Wouldn’t it have
been better not to have known such
glory was possible?”

That is why we can be so thankful
that God, through Matthew, did not,
at the end of his book, negate all the
good news he had given at the begin-
ning. It is a gospel (good news) after
all! Christ left us with these words
“And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.” Immanuel is
not ending. It has just begun!

I don’t have the space here to out-
line exactly how Christ is still with
us. John 14-17 is Jesus’ sermon on the
matter, well summarized by the Hei-
delberg Catechism, “With respect to
his divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit
[Christ] is never absent from us” (Q/A
47). There is gospel in the ascension.
Immanuel is still here. God is with us.
With you. Personally. And always.

' To any family members reading this, don’t

worry, it is!

For Further Study

1. How do you experience Christ and God’s presence in your life? Is it a feeling? Something else?
2. What does it that Christ is with us always “with respect to his divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit”?

April 22,2016 | 213




Is a Moderate Islam

Possible?

With the Islamic State killing Christians and other
religious minorities and the horrendous persecution and
oppression of Christians elsewhere in the Muslim world,
many Muslims are embarrassed by the current situation
and want to produce a more moderate and benign Islam.

The Marrakesh Conference

The Moroccan King Mohammed VI and the United
Arab Emirates-based Forum for Promoting Peace in
Muslim Societies sponsored a conference in Marrakesh,
Morocco, to address this very issue. The conference ran
from January 25-27, 2016, and included 300 prominent
Islamic clerics and experts from Morocco to Indonesia.
Religious News Service reported on their website that
“participants called for more tolerance for minorities and
unveiled the Marrakesh Declaration, an undated bill of
rights for religious minorities, inspired by the Charter
of Medina.” This Charter was written by Mohammed “to
make sure his subjects lived in harmony, whether they
were Muslims, Jews or people of other faiths.” And so the
goal of the conference was “to prepare clerics, judges and
others to return home and sensitize their communities
about the Prophet Mohammed’s message of peace.”

Some “pointed to Morocco as a successful example of
tolerance and hoped it could serve as a model for other
Muslim countries.” Indeed, the Moroccan King, in his
opening statement asserted that “we in the kingdom of
Morocco will not tolerate the violation of the rights of
religious minorities in the name of Islam.”

The Conference produced the Marrakesh Declaration
which is available on the Internet. After declaring their
commitment to the Charter of Medina, the Declaration
stated, among other things:

We hereby: Call upon Muslim scholars and intellectu-

als around the world to develop a jurisprudence of the

concept of “citizenship” which is inclusive of diverse
groups. Such jurisprudence shall be rooted in Islamic
tradition and principles and mindful of global changes.
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Urge Muslim educational institutions and author-
ities to conduct a courageous review of educational
curricula that addresses honestly and effectively any
material that instigates aggression and extremism,
leads to war and chaos, and results in the destruction
of our shared societies;

Call upon politicians and decision makers to take
the political and legal steps necessary to establish a
constitutional contractual relationship among its citi-
zens, and to support all formulations and initiatives
that aim to fortify relations and understanding among
the various religious groups in the Muslim World;

Call upon the educated, artistic, and creative
members of our societies, as well as organizations of
civil society, to establish a broad movement for the
just treatment of religious minorites in Muslim coun-
tries and to raise awareness as to their rights, and to
work together to ensure the success of these efforts.

Call upon the various religious groups bound by
the same national fabric to address their mutual state
of selective amnesia that blocks memories of centu-
ries of joint and shared living on the same land; we
call upon them to rebuild the past by reviving this
tradition of conviviality, and restoring our shared
trust that has been eroded by extremists using acts
of terror and aggression;

Call upon representatives of the various reli-
gions, sects and denominations to confront all forms
of religious bigotry, villification, and denegration of
what people hold sacred, as well as all speech that
promote hatred and bigotry;

AND FINALLY, AFFIRM that it is unconscionable
to employ religion for the purpose of aggressing upon
the rights of religious minorities in Muslim countries.

All of this sounds quite promising. What are we to make
of it?



The real world of Islam

It is somewhat ironic that the report of the Religious
News Service which covered this conference also noted
that “while Morocco may be held up as a model for the
region, Moroccan converts to Christianity live in secrecy
out of fear of punishment from the authorities. It is il-
legal to attempt to convert Muslims to other faiths, and
those who do convert often face prejudice. Christians
worship in private homes and secret congregations exist
where Christian converts gather to practice their faith.”
This is hardly a picture of equal rights and liberties for
Muslim and non-Muslim. So what is the problem? Why
does a truly moderate Islamic government not exist in
the real world?

It is a fact that Mohammed drafted the Charter of
Medina with its favourable treatment of non-Muslims.
It is also true that there are verses in the Qur’an that
are more peaceable towards non-Muslims. These derive
from the earlier Meccan period when Muslims were more
vulnerable. However, the later Medina verses reflect in-
creasing limitations against non-Muslims in Medina. In
other words, Mohammed did not continue to abide by
the Charter. There are thus two phases in Mohammed’s
attitude to non-Muslims. The earlier period was more
accommodating. The later Medina period was not. The
revelations that Mohammed “received” at Medina result-
ed in the well-known proclamations of the Qur’an that
called for war, murder, and annihilation of all infidels.
These proclamations make up the real ideological basis
for worldwide Islamic terror to this day.

But one could ask: Is this not contradictory, to have
passages in the Qur’an that are peaceful over against
non-Muslims and then having verses that urge war and
destruction against them? From our point of view this is
indeed contradictory. However, Islam knows the concept
of abrogation. Simply put that means any later revelation
that contradicts an earlier one cancels out that earlier
one. As Mark Durie put it in his excellent study, The
Third Choice (2010) on page 36:

The Islamic doctrine of jihad is a noted example of the

application of abrogation. Verses calling for warfare

with unbelievers derive from Muhammad’s militant

Medinan period, while more peaceful verses derived

from the earlier Meccan period, when the Muslims

were weak and few in numbers. In accordance with

the doctrine of abrogation, Medinan verses take pri-
ority over Meccan ones. For example Q9:5 and Q9:29,
both in the last chapter of the Quran to be revealed,
call for virtually unlimited war against unbelievers.
These have been regarded by some Muslim scholars
as having abrogated more than a hundred earlier
verses which commanded Muslims to deal peacefully
with non-believerss. Consequently, for most Muslim
scholars down the centruries the “Medinan face” of
Islam overshadows the “Meccan face.”
Muslims do not readily talk about this abrogation idea. It
is to the advantage of Islam and its spread in the West to
be known as a religion of peace by quoting selective pas-
sages from the Qur’an which are no longer authoritative
because they have been abrogated by passages mandat-
ing a hostile attitude to non-Muslims.

In conclusion

So, at the end of the day, the militants are always
right. Only the later hostile verses urging war against all
infidels are normative and have lasting authority. Islam
cannot be made into a religion of peace according to its
own traditions. It would cease to be Islam. The Marrakesh
Conference may have been well-intentioned and it is a pity
that the end result will probably be absolutely no change
for those oppressed by Islam. But those Muslim academ-
ics gathered in Marrakesh surely knew of the principle of
abrogation. Who were they trying to fool?
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Student Profiles at CRTS

(Continued)

Gerhard H. Visscher
Principal and Academic Dean at
the Canadian Reformed Theological
Seminary in Hamilton, Ontario

ghvisscher@crts.ca

In the previous issue we profiled five students graduating from the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary this

spring. Here are the rest of the profiles.

John Boekee

I usually get puz-
zled looks when I tell
people that I'm a semi-
nary student, but I'm
not planning to be a
minster. So let me ex-
plain this “Bachelor of
Theology” thing. You
see, the Master of Di-
vinity (MDiv) program
is heaps of fun, with
some tough times. The
Bachelor of Theology (BTh) program is just as much fun,
with less tough times. Note also that you don’t have to be
a bachelor to enter the program, and don’t count on being
one when you're done.

In all seriousness, my three years at the Canadian
Reformed Theological Seminary have been a huge bless-
ing. Yes, I said three years. That is one shorter than the
four year MDiv program. Another main difference is that
in the BTh program you are not required to take Greek
or Hebrew courses. That is because you can enroll in the
BTh program without prior Greek or Hebrew skills, and
the seminary language courses will then be a little hard
to understand. The other key difference is that I don’t
write sermons. So if I can’t read Hebrew or write ser-
mons, what is the BTh program good for? Well besides
those exceptions, I have taken almost all the other cours-
es at CRTS, right alongside the “real” seminary students.
We’ve studied theology; the Trinity, original sin, Christ’s
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two natures, and justification; our creeds and confes-
sions, how, when and why they were written; and church
history, everything from Chrysostom and Augustine to
Dr. Schilder and Rev. Van Oene. And of course we've
studied the Bible; from the beautiful riches of Romans
to the perplexing visions of Daniel. We've read, written,
prayed, discussed, yelled, and laughed our way through a
whole host of fascinating topics. Yup, seminary students
do laugh sometimes. Actually, we laugh most of the time.
Some people seem to think seminary is a rather serious
place, what with all those professors and scholars walk-
ing around. Trust me, seminary is not always serious.

[ guess I should say a little more about myself, so let me
back up a step. I was born around twenty-two years ago,
and grew up on a farm near Brampton, Ontario. My fam-
ily attended an independent Reformed church (now Hope
URC), which met at the Credo Canadian Reformed school
in Woodbridge. When I was about twelve, we moved to
the Aylmer area. My parents still live there, attend the lo-
cal United Reformed Church, run their goat farm, and try
to keep track of their eight children. I was homeschooled
through elementary and high school. I loved it, but wasn’t
the most disciplined student, and my dear mother gets all
the credit for where my education is today. After grade
12 I went to Gillespie Academy. This is a one year biblical
studies and worldview program which is a ministry of the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in Woodstock,
Ontario. If you want to learn more about the Bible, get a
solid grounding in your faith, or just have questions, this
is a fantastic program to check out! I had always wanted to
be a pilot, preferably on the mission field, and was think-
ing about starting flight training. However I loved all the



theological studies I had done at Gillespie Academy, and
wanted to do more of that as well. After a year of work
and considering various universities, someone suggested
CRTS. A short three years later, here we are. Seminary
has been an incredible blessing. I've learned so much, and
have really grown in love for God and his people. During
this time I have also met a beautiful young lady, who is
passionate about her Lord. (She prefers not to have her
name mentioned at this point.) I'm still planning to be a
pilot, and hope to fly on the mission field eventually. Af-
ter seminary is done I'll be working as a dispatcher for an
air ambulance company, and plan to start flight training
in the summer. God’s guidance has been amazing in that
sense as well; while at seminary I've been able to get to

know a former mission pilot, who has been very helpful.
The seminary has also been a great encouragement. The
professors have been helpful and flexible in pointing my
studies in the direction that I hope to go. They want all
of their students to be fully equipped to serve where God
calls them. More than that, they want to see each of their
students have a vibrant, personal relationship with their
Lord. And they want the same for you. Seminary is not
just for ministers, and definitely not just for smart people.
If you would like to learn, have questions, or are seeking
a closer walk with the Lord, please come and check it out!
You might not translate Hebrew or preach the perfect three
pointer, but you will learn lots, be greatly enriched, and
have a ton of fun!

Han Gil Lee

Hello! This is Han.
Some people call me Haans,
Hansma, or Hanstraa. But
if you need to know my
real name, then it is Han
Gil Lee.

As you see my name or
my picture, you may think
in your head that ““hij is
geen Nederlander!” (“He’s
not Dutch!”). And that’s
right! I'm not Dutch. But
it doesn’t mean that I ain’t
much. You may know our former Dogmatics professor,
Dr. N.H. Gootjes, who used to serve as a professor in the
Ko-shin Theological Seminary in Korea. And yes, I came
from that same country, South Korea.

One of the most frequent questions that I receive
from other people is “Why did you come all the way from
South Korea to attend our seminary? Why not go some-
where like Calvin or Philadelphia?” Well, that’s a very
fair question. When someone crosses the ocean, they
must have had a significant cause. For so many of you,
your grandparents, Oma and Opa, or Pake and Beppe,

crossed the ocean to come to Canada because they had
good reasons. And so did I.

At the end of my university year, I was considering
what I was going to do after graduation. At that time,
I was deeply immersed in Calvin's The Institutes of the
Christian Religion. 1 began looking at seminaries all
around the world. I visited the websites of several well-
known seminaries. Through my research, the impression
I received from many of the seminaries was that they
were “manufacturing” future global leaders. Their focus
seemed to be on “growing” ministers so that they can
“sell” them. Of course, that is not what a seminary is
intended to do. However, what I saw from the Canadian
Reformed Theological Seminary website was different.
The seminary was very clear in its focus as being only
two things: God’s Word and the confessions. I was very
impressed by their commitment because this seemed to
align most closely with what Scripture teaches as the role
of a minister and the church. Also, [ was very impressed
by the profile pictures of Dr. Smith and Dr. Visscher at
that time. They were all smiling. (Too bad that they just
changed their profile pictures. They look much more se-
rious now.) After prayerful consideration, I applied and
God, in his providence, allowed me to be accepted.

And now, I'm in my last semester. Looking back at
my life, I can see how God Himself has been using all of
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my different experiences to prepare me for the role He
has called me to. The more I reflect on this, the more I am
convinced that it is God who has led me up to this time.

My dad has had a huge influence on my life. He is
a typical staunch Korean Presbyterian minister. In his
ministry he went through many tough times when he
was called to areas where shamanism and superstition
were deeply rooted in the culture. I learned a lot by look-
ing at how God prepared and refined his servant even
through those very difficult times.

My growing-up years also had a significant impact,
as God used them to reveal to me the need for churches
that are faithful to the preaching of God’s Word. I spent
almost half of my growing-up years outside of my par-
ents’ home. Being able to speak English was considered
to be of great importance, so when I was fifteen, I was
sent to Michigan and spent my four years of high school
in the United States. While living there, I had to fre-
quently move, since there were some Korean immigrants
who tried to take advantage of poor foreign students by
offering to board them for a time. In those four years, I
lived in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Springfield, Illinois, San
Jose, California, and Tallahassee, Florida. During my
high school years, one of the most challenging things
for me was finding a faithful church. In those four years,
I had the chance to attend many different churches, in-
cluding Methodist, Baptist, Evangelical, Pentecostal,
and even Vineyard churches. I went to those churches
mostly because my guardians went to those churches.

At that time, I didn’t understand why I should attend
a church where people were engaging in practices such
as speaking in tongues. I was perplexed by the style of
charismatic preaching that I encountered. I have a very
clear memory of an eighty year-old grandma waving a
huge flag on the pulpit. Looking back at those years, |
see God’s hand was working in my life. Although those
years were difficult, God used them to help me to see the
necessity of the true gospel.

Following my high-school years, I had the oppor-
tunity to spend two years in China, where people are
thirsty for the true gospel. If I am honest with myself,
my intentions at the time were to go to China to learn
Chinese and to play ping pong. But regardless of my per-
sonal intentions, God used this time to open my eyes to
the challenges of Chinese Christians forced to live under
Communist suppression and the desperate need for the
true gospel.

Now I am in my final semester of study at the semi-
nary. Looking back, I can see that God has been tre-
mendously gracious to me! I have been blessed with the
teaching and mentorship of professors. I have been also
blessed with friends and the church community.

At the same time, when I look back at what I have
been through, and what God has sustained me through, I
am humbled because I know that it was God’s hands that
made it all possible. And I'm sure God has put something
exciting ahead in my life.

Thank you for reading, hope you all have a great day.

David Pol

Hello! My name is David
Pol.

I was born in 1990 in
Denpasar, Indonesia during
the time that my parents,
Andrew and Inge Pol, served
on the mission field there.
Child number five of eight,
our home was always a live-
ly place and full of music.
When [ was four, my father
accepted a call to the church
of Guelph, in Canada, and we pulled up our roots for a
home on the other side of the world. I went to elementary
school at Maranatha Christian School, and later at Duf-

218 | April 22,2016

ferin Christian School when we moved to Manitoba. The
majority of the next twelve years were spent in the small
town of Carman, so I think I can safely assert that deep
down inside I'm a prairie boy. The soaring skies and wide
open expanses are never far from my heart.

It wasn’t until first year university that I started to
seriously consider how I could best use my particular
set of gifts for the service of the kingdom of God. With
some gentle prodding from various people, I prayerfully
decided to set my sights on a course of study at the semi-
nary. I went on to finish my studies at the University of
Manitoba where I received my Bachelor of Arts degree
and then packed my bags for Hamilton.

Since then, I have had a very eventful four years. I
now have a beautiful girlfriend, Erika Langendoen, who
has filled my life with joy and enthusiasm. I have been
involved with church events, church league soccer, and



Bible studies. I have also been granted a wonderful and
thorough education at the Seminary that has built me up
and let me grow in more ways than I can count. Organiz-
ing a monthly youth worship evening and games night,
spending time with close to fifty of them at a time has
really opened my eyes to the work that is being done in
the many churches around us in Southern Ontario. I was
also blessed to serve in Indonesia for my mission intern-
ship and in Southern River, Australia for my ministry
internship. Moreover, I have been able to appreciate the
wisdom of many different men and women - not just the
seminary professors and staff, but men such as Revs. Pila
Njuka, Edwer Dethan, and Yonson Dethan in Indonesia,
Rev Dirk Poppe and the consistory of Southern River, and

so many others. The insights that they have given me
along the way were invaluable and I am excited to find
out who God will put in my path in the future.

[ am now coming to the close of my time at the Semi-
nary and am grateful for the time I have studied here.
The camaraderie among the students and the openness of
the church community in Hamilton really makes Hamil-
ton feel like a home away from home. The last four years
have gone by in a blur and feel like far too short a time
to spend in such excellent company. All the same, I look
forward with eager anticipation to the path that God has
mapped out for me in the future. As in the past, so also
today I desire to serve our King in the best possible way
I can with the gifts that he has given me!

Jake Torenvliet

Hi I'm Jake, and my beautiful wife is Marietta. We're
both thirty-three years old, and this upcoming June we’ll
also celebrate our tenth wedding anniversary. During
these ten years we’ve been blessed with four wonderful
kids: Olivia (8), Gabriel (6), Elias (3), and Annika (2).

What this means, of course, is that if you come to
our home at any given time between 7am-7pm you’ll be
treated to the sounds of giggling or squabbling children,
and probably the sight of a certain three-year-old run-
ning around in his underpants yelling, “Superman!”

What you'll also notice is that we're pretty tight as a
family. In order to come to seminary in Hamilton roughly
four years ago we needed to make some drastic life chang-
es. The most obvious meant saying good-bye to our cozy
home in Langley, to jobs and co-workers that we loved,

and most significantly leaving dear friends and family be-
hind—not knowing when we’d see them again. Neverthe-
less, by God’s grace, this adventure has been a blessing
to our little family. He’s been with us every step of the
way; as a result we've grown as a family in ways we never
thought possible. We’ve made many new dear friends (not
only within the walls of CRTS) and we've become (re)ac-
quainted with relatives in southern Ontario. Now when it
feels as though we're really beginning to settle in another
adventure is waiting just around the corner.

So what about me? I guess you could say I was a late
bloomer. I didn’t have a burning desire as a child to be-
come a pastor, nor did [ have a Samuel-like experience in
the middle of the night. It probably wasn’t until my early
twenties that I felt nudged in the direction of pastoral
ministry. But even then it took a bit. There were seminary
entrance requirements that had to be met. Complicating
this was the fact that life happened, too. During this time
Marietta and I met, began dating, got engaged and were
married. Then, of course, there were two children that
showed up. And finally, man cannot live on textbooks
alone, so I also needed to juggle a full time job as facility
manager at Thunderbird Show Park, an equestrian facil-
ity in Langley, while chipping away at a B.A. and biblical
language courses. But God was with me, with us, and so
in September 2012 I was able to enter into the hallowed
hallways of CRTS as a wide-eyed freshman seminarian.

I think at some point my wide open eyes blinked.
Memorizing the Three Forms of Unity is now a distant
memory. Papers have been written, chapels have been
delivered, sermon proposals have been presented before
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the student body with fear and trepidation, internships
have been completed (with Rev. J. van Popta, Rev. R.
Bultje, Rev. D. Wynia), exams have been passed. We've
laughed, we've cried, we've prayed, and we’ve studied
some more (all of us: students, profs, staff, and our fami-
lies). Through it all the grace of God has sustained us in
our weaknesses and struggles. Through it all the Spirit

Press Release of Classis Alberta — St. Albert,
March 8, 2016

On behalf of the convening church of St. Albert, Rev.
A.B. Roukema welcomed the brothers and opened the
meeting in a Christian manner. The delegates from the
church of St. Albert reported that upon the examination of
the credentials all of the churches were duly represented.
Classis was declared constituted, and officers were ap-
pointed: Rev. R. Aasman chairman, Rev. C. Vanderlinde
vice-chairman, Rev. A.B. Roukema clerk. Rev. W. Slomp
was welcomed by Classis in an advisory capacity. Rev. R.
Pontier was welcomed as a fraternal delegate of the UR-
CNA. The agenda was adopted.

A report was received with thankfulness from Rev.
E.J. Tiggelaar, the Classis appointment for contact with the
provincial government.

Classis entered into closed session for church visita-
tion reports regarding the churches of Taber and Edmon-
ton-Immanuel. These reports were received with thank-
fulness for the Lord’s blessing.

The church of Neerlandia requested concurring advice
for their proposal to institute a new church in the Neer-
landia area. Upon reviewing the relevant information pro-
vided, and seeing that everything was in good order, Clas-
sis gave concurring advice, judging that the proposal had
adequate support of the overseeing consistory, that the
new congregation will be financially viable, and that there
will be sufficient men to serve as office bearers. Upon the
request of the church of Neerlandia, Classis appointed Rev.
E.J. Tiggelaar as counsellor for the prospective Neerland-
ia-South congregation. Rev. C. Vanderlinde will continue
as counsellor for the Neerlandia-North congregation.

Requests for pulpit supply by the vacant churches at
Calgary, Coaldale, St. Albert, and the two Neerlandia con-
gregations is granted.
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of God has continued in his life-long work of shaping us,
ever so gradually, to be more like our Lord Jesus Christ.

So great big world, here I am, along with Marietta
and our four kids, on the threshold of a new chapter in
God’s plan for our lives. We're filled with mixed emo-
tions, but at the same time we're ready to see what God
has in store for us, wherever that may lead.

A request was received from the church of Edmon-
ton-Immanuel to approbate the call extended to Rev. J.
VanSpronsen. Upon review of the required documents,
the call of Rev. VanSpronsen to the Edmonton-Immanuel
church was approved by Classis with joy and gratitude.
The church of Edmonton-Immanuel informed Classis that
the installation of Rev. VanSpronsen will take place, the
Lord willing, on April 10. Rev. A.B. Roukema was appoint-
ed to represent Classis at the installation.

The chairman asked the questions required by Article
44 of the Church Order. All the churches responded af-
firmatively that the ministry of the office bearers is being
continued and that the decisions of the major assemblies
are being honoured. The church of Barrhead requested and
received, in closed session, the advice of Classis for the
proper government of the church.

Various appointments were made, among which: Taber is
the convening church for the next classis; the date is set for
June 7, 2016; with the alternate date set for October 4, 2016.

Rev. R. Pontier addressed Classis on behalf of the
URCNA, and he informed the delegates of the upcoming
Summit Youth Conference being hosted in the summer of
2016 under the supervision of the Calgary URC church,
and encouraged CanRC participation. He spoke about the
process and remaining obstacles in the unity-relations be-
tween the URCNA and CanRC churches. He expressed ap-
preciation for the opportunity to support and encourage
one another in the work of the gospel, and expressed the
hope that each federation may strive to put the interests of
each other before our own.

One brother made use of the personal question period.
The Acts were adopted, and press release approved. After
prayer, the chairman declared Classis closed.

For Classis,
C. Vanderlinde, Vice-Chairman, at that time



Another CRTA Convention:
For What Purpose?

In the twilight of October, many of our Christian
schools in Ontario have two days off for teachers to at-
tend a convention organized by the Canadian Reformed
Teachers Association (CRTA-East). The Christian Schools
in Alberta and Manitoba also have a few days off to al-
low their teachers to travel various amounts of kilome-
tres over several hours to join together at a two-day con-
ference, usually before the snow flies. These conferences
are organized by the CRTA-West. The Christian Schools
in British Columbia do not have CRTA-West conferences,
but share a conference with more broadly-based Chris-
tian schools. Time and again, however, school boards,
principals, teachers and perhaps some parents may ask
this question: Why should we have these conferences?
Are they useful? Do they serve a real purpose? They do.
Let me walk you through the Fall Convention that the
CRTA-East organized.

Teaching psalms and hymns

In this last convention held in Covenant Christian
School in London, Ontario, Dr. A. de Visser delivered
a keynote speech on the topic, “Teaching Psalms and
Hymns in the Christian School.” Readers of Clarion may
ask, “Why was that topic addressed? We have taught
psalms and hymns for years. Of course we must have
memory work.” It is important, however, not to do things
in school because we have always done so; rather, each
generation should wrestle with and understand why this
teaching was done in our Christian schools and why it
should still be done. Also, each new generation of parents
and teachers needs to be convinced how valuable this
memory work instruction really is. Further, we need to
assess whether it is better to leave the learning of psalms
and hymns to the realm of the family rather than to the
realm of the school. And just as importantly, we must
remember that we are in a post-modern culture where
memorizing is frowned upon as old-fashioned, tradition-
al, or archaic, and thus the question comes to us, “Should

Arthur Kingma

Teacher and Vice-Principal at
Emmanuel Christian High School
in Fergus, Ontario

akingma@echs.ca

our children spend school time memorizing psalms?”
Some cynical ones among us may argue that it’s not
worth it, because “they keep changing the versions we
learn.” And let’s face it, children do not naturally sing
praises to God (neither do we). They need to be taught it,
first at home and then also at school. The schools aid the
homes in laying a biblical foundation of praise to God for
our children. For all these reasons, the topic of teaching
psalms and hymns in our Christian schools is a worth-
while topic for teachers to discuss at a CRTA convention.

Dr. de Visser highlighted the school’s task to contin-
ue the teaching of psalms and hymns. He connected this
task to the petition “Hallowed be your name.” The Heidel-
berg Catechism says, “Grant that we may rightly know
and sanctify, praise, and glorify you.” Our chief task is
to praise and glorify the Creator, and we can do that task
with a God-given instrument - the human voice. David
commanded the Levites to arrange music and singing in
the temple. Jesus, with his disciples, would sing a hymn
of praise after meal time. Paul urged the churches in his
letters to sing. And in Psalm 8, we read the endearing pas-
sage, “From the lips of children you have ordained praise.”

Not only was the why of teaching psalms and hymns
addressed, but Dr. de Visser also addressed the how of
teaching children to sing. Teachers should teach them to
sing meaningfully, with reverence, with heartfelt joy or
sadness, in unison, appropriate to age level, thoughtfully,
lovingly. The teacher should have students know the sto-
ry/context of the psalm or hymn, share the beauty of it,
and model an enthusiastic or prayerful singing of it, de-
pending on the words, tone, or message. Teachers should
provide for a balance between psalms and hymns, not
consciously or subconsciously turning students from the
singing of psalms, but also not consciously or subcon-
sciously avoiding the hymns - biblically based, faithful,
hymns, whether older or newer ones. Teachers, second to
parents, are instrumental in having God’s children love
to sing.
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Yes, a keynote address like this one stirs each teacher
to not only realize the why, but also to improve the how
of teaching psalms and hymns to God’s covenant youth.
By doing so, teachers assist parents in building a sing-
ing youth, laying a foundation of song that sticks (like
peanut butter) for the rest of their lives.

Glory due his name

A second speech, by a retired but not tired teacher, Pe-
ter deBruin, continued that topic with his addressed based
on Psalm 96: “Ascribe to the LorD glory due his name!”
We have nothing in ourselves, we have no glory, and yet
God calls us to worship him and give him all glory. Giving
God the glory, he shares, is a lifestyle. It’s direct and in-
direct worship to God. It includes reading scripture, pray-
ing, singing, thinking, and doing, all for God. God teaches
us through his creation and in his Word; we must listen
and respond. Where else, but in a convention of reformed
Christians, do teachers get to hear devotional speeches
like this that directly apply to the teaching and the sing-
ing of psalms and hymns in the classrooms?

\Workshops

At these conventions, teachers also get to improve in
other teaching skills. Workshops, led by fellow teachers
or by educational experts, deal with a whole gamut of
topics for the kindergarten teachers to the high school
teachers. New trends in education are introduced and as-
sessed; new philosophies are exposed and analyzed; and
teacher sharpens teacher as they chat together on the
things they have learned. True, all these things can occur
at other conventions or conferences that teachers can at-
tend, but not with the Christian perspective and biblical
direction that these speakers share. True, not all work-
shop leaders are of Reformed persuasion. Also true is the
fact that teachers in our Christian schools can improve
their skills and knowledge in other professional conven-
tions or conferences, but the sense of community among
fellow believers and the discerning support of fellow
teachers experienced here is not the same.

I attended a workshop led by a colleague entitled
“Engaging Students with Low Technology.” With her
own personal account, Karen Jaatinen, a teacher at
Heritage Christian, shared her passion and love to do
all she could to reach each learner in her room, even the
weakest learner. She urged us to make changes in our
teaching. She stressed that we teach covenant youth,
not curriculums or textbooks. She challenged us to en-
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Give to the Lord the Glory Due His Name ~ Psalm 29:2-4,7, 9
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We learned this version of Psalm 29, taken from
www.freechurchmusic.com

gage brains and hearts in learning, not with glitz and
glamour of tech, although tech can help, but with op-
timism and passion. We are blessed, she said, to teach
God’s covenant children in loco parentis, so teach we
must! It was the speaker’s humility, her Christian sin-
cerity, and love of teaching that made this workshop
such a positive experience. Her whole workshop exuded
a clear Christian perspective.

Another workshop presenter shared: “Your worst kid
in class is usually your best kid - your best teacher.” In
this workshop entitled “Wrestling with Boys,” the instruc-
tor told us simply and plainly that often we teach in ways
that create problems. Many junior and senior high boys,
even in Christian schools, struggle with learning inac-
tively in desks. When students are not learning, and it’s
often boys, they urge us to employ the whole toolbox of
teaching skills and more. Spend more time hooking them
in, motivating them, telling awesome stories, developing
relationships, using jokes and competitions, setting ex-
pectations with your students and sticking to them gently
but firmly. Not authoritarian but firm discipline is foun-



dational. So is creating a personal relationship with each
student. If something still goes wrong, check yourself
first. Dare to admit fault. In addressing the student, stay
cool and give the consequences as agreed upon earlier.
Yes, not only must we urge our boys to learn their best, we
must model by teaching our best. Again, yet another hum-
bling but informative workshop, that urges me to improve.
We easily blame the boys/students.

CRTA Conventions get teachers to pull out of their
classrooms so that they can more objectively assess the

Dear Editor,
RE: “A Lesson from Galileo’s Trial”

I totally agree with the closing paragraph of Dr. Van
Dam’s article. However, if we take the “plain sense of the
Word,” look at Psalm 93:1 where it says the world is “estab-
lished, that it cannot be moved.” This passage is not a “one
off.” Other examples include Psalm 96:10, Psalm 104:5,
1 Chronicles 16:30. The Bible consistently states that the
earth does not move, but rather that the sun moves in a
“circuit” (Ps 19: 6). If we now accept as fact that the earth
spins on an axis while orbiting the sun, while following
the sun through the galaxy, while the galaxy itself hurtles
through the massive vacuum of outer space, we cannot
simultaneously accept the plain sense of God’s Word.

Now, if we cannot accept the plain sense of the Psalm
93:1 we should not expect others to take the plain sense
of Genesis. If we allow the Bible’s geocentric passages
to be explained away, we must allow Genesis to be ex-
plained away too. This is precisely why the argument of
Galileo’s trial is a valid one. We need to be consistent.
We should either believe God’s Word, and disregard any
science that contradicts it, or, believe what “science” tells
us and disregard any part of the Bible that contradicts it.
These two issues, heliocentrism and evolution, may seem
vastly different in consequence but they are both an at-

what and the how of teaching in a Christian school.
Why? We need to be professional and confessional teach-
ers. We need to love our students and assist their parents
in teaching them to grow and develop in knowledge and
in dedication to God. We need conventions to hone our
skills, to revise our perspectives, to be humbled, to en-
courage fellow Christian colleagues, and to teach cov-
enant children better. For what end? Pete deBruin would
simply say that they (students) and we (teachers) may
better “ascribe glory due his name (Psalm 96).”

tack on the authority and veracity
of the Scriptures and its author.

The article makes Galileo
the “good Christian” and the Ro-
man Catholic Church the bigots.
Sounds like protestant spin to me.
Galileo’s may have claimed that he
did not “want to be seen as contra-
dicting God’s Word,” but we must
bear in mind that theistic evolu-
tionists also claim not to contra-
dict Genesis. And that, I believe, is
the real lesson from Galileo’s trial.

Believing the Bible and embracing geocentrism is not
the end of scientific thought either! There are already
some Christian scientists that are admittedly geocentric.
This is not to the advantage of their careers. Perhaps if
we supported them, they, in time, would be able to pro-
vide us with much better science text books!

With brotherly love, Peter Vanlperen
Response
On reflection, is there not a lesson in the fact that
both Scripture and the modern scientist speak of sun-
rise? Does the latter not also experience the earth as
fixed and unmoving?
CVD
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After the flood, Noah’s family grew. They all
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lived together in the same area and spoke the
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and they began to invent other gods. One day
they decided that they would build a very tall
tower so that they could all see it from far
away and stick together. It was called the Tower
of Babel. God had told the people to spread
out over the whole earth. He made them all
speak different languages so they couldn’t
understand each other anymore. Then they
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the world to fill it up.
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YOU ASKED

Our Women'’s Society is studying the book of Luke.
Luke 8 speaks of demon possession, which led us to
a long discussion with no answer.

William den Hollander
Minister emeritus of the

Bethel Canadian Reformed
Church of Toronto, Ontario
denhollanderw@gmail.com

\What is the biblical definition of a demon?

\What is considered demon possession today? If a person is without
the Holy Spirit, does this mean they are with an evil spirit?

Or can you have neither good nor evil? Is an evil spirit demon
possession? Is exorcism the answer?

The matter contained in these ques-
tions is rather complex. Indeed, those
who study the Word of God, especial-
ly in the accounts of the gospel, will
come across a multitude of events, ex-
amples, and encounters in which the
Lord Jesus is confronted with demons
and the work of evil spirits. What they have in com-
mon is their functioning as signs of Jesus’ power and as
signs to support the truth of the gospel! Jesus, as the Son
of God, manifested himself as the one who confronted
the powers of the evil one, who conquered the devil in
situations of total possession of a person, who removed
his weapons many a time in sickness and afflictions,
and who also had the power to grant the same to oth-
ers (e.g. the Twelve, Matt 10:1, or the seventy disciples,
Luke 10:17). The Apostle Peter even summarizes and
characterizes Jesus’ work in Acts 10:38, showing “how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
power, and how he went around doing good and healing
all who were under the power of the devil, because God
was with him.” In short, the NT shows us Jesus as the Son
of God in heaven in his opposition to the great adversary
on earth, the devil.

This main contrast between God in heaven and the
presence of demons on earth, Paul highlights in 1 Cor-
inthians 10:20, where he presents demons as the idols
on earth that are served in heathen temples and that are
God’s opponents. They believe that God is one, but they
shudder (James 2:19). These demons appear in the ac-
counts of the gospel as unclean spirits, evil spirits, or
also specifically as a deaf and mute spirit (Mark 9:25),
infirmity (Luke 13:10f), and the like, and which are used
by Satan (Luke 13:16). The expressions concerning those
who have such an evil spirit (or demon) could range from
“having” this spirit, being beset by it, or troubled, or
being demon-possessed. That these demons or unclean
spirits don’t belong in the people whose life they control
is shown by the fact that Jesus drove them out, cast them
out, or expressed in the way of showing that these de-
mons went out from the person, so that he was healed or
freed from the affliction. Hence, demons are independent
spirits that control, trouble, or possess people, doing so as
instruments and weapons of Satan, the adversary of God.

The great difference between Jesus and those who
were called exorcists (who drove out evil spirits by way
of special formulas, incantations, spells, calling upon a
higher power, e.g. the Jews calling upon the Lorp) is that
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“he drove out the spirits with a word” (Matt 8:16). The
Lord Jesus manifested himself in his own divine power
by which he commands demons and demands obedience
(Mark 1:27). He showed his power in his control over the
devil and his demons in situations of demon-possession
and the like, as well as in the healing of people who
were afflicted by evil spirits that brought infirmities and
afflictions and handicaps to people. All these situations
show that the devil has something to do with all sick-
ness and not just with demon-possession in the lives of
those who were completely controlled by such demon(s).
When the Lord Jesus sent his apostles into the world,
Mark 16:17-18, he also showed that we should distinguish
between all sorts of illnesses and ailments and demon-
possession; namely, where he confers the same powers to
his apostles and mentions driving out demons first and
the healing of sick people at the end of the list of signs
that will accompany the proclamation of the gospel to
signify the truth of God’s Word.

Today we also recognize these attacks and afflictions
by which demons, as instruments of Satan, torment peo-
ple. That does not mean that such people are without the
Holy Spirit; rather, as the example of the Apostle Paul
illustrates (2 Cor 12:7), God allows such thorns in the
flesh to remain in order that he may show the power of
his grace and show that his power is made perfect in our
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you’ve been wanting to know?

An answer you’'ve been looking for?

Ask us a question!

Please direct questions to Rev. W. denHollander
denhollanderw@gmail.com

23 Kinsman Drive, Binbrook, ON LOR 1CO

ACCEPTED

Accepted the call to the Free Reformed Church of
Kelmscott, Western Australia:

Rev. A. Souman

of Willoughby Heights, British Columbia

CHURCH NEWS

weakness. It’s important also to note that the gifts and
signs and powers that accompanied the apostles in their
work does not continue as promised powers in the post-
apostolic age, so that exorcism could be a power endowed
on NT preachers or so (even though there are examples
of missionaries who in special circumstances were able
to drive out evil spirits). The NT also shows (as it was in
Jesus’ days) that not everyone was healed (2 Tim 4:20).
At the same time, James encourages us in his epistle
to use the power of prayer in situations of trouble and
sickness, assuring us that the prayer of a righteous man
is powerful and effective (especially if this sickness per-
tains to depression due to sin) (James 5:13-16). Exorcism
certainly is not the answer, even though there may be
a situation in which the power of demons can be resist-
ed and overcome by prayer and admonition. Although
someone’s evil behaviour could be caused by evils spirits,
we must also remember man’s own total depravity and
thus his ability to evil inclinations and evil works! We
may not and cannot excuse ourselves in the way of “the
devil made me do it,” even if we acknowledge that this
does happen in some cases. Then, too, we may be encour-
aged and exhorted by the truth of God’s Word and the
truth of the signs as manifested by the Lord Jesus and
his apostles, that by the power of Word and Spirit we can
overcome the evil one by faith!

Is there something



Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;

make melody to our God on the lyre!

He covers the heavens with clouds;

he prepares rain for the earth;

he makes grass grow on the hills.

He gives to the beasts their food,

and to the young ravens that cry.

His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

Psalm 147:6-11

Spring has creeped up on us once again and we can see
the Lords work at hand through the changing of the
seasons. We can all look forward to the trees budding
and the flowers blooming. We can see the Lords work
all around usevery day, as we look at his creation and
the blessings he has given us. Let us take this time to
thank him and reflect on his goodness, knowing that
everything comes from his Fatherly hand.

Congratulations to all of those celebrating at birthday
this month. We hope you have a wonderful day cel-
ebrating with family and friends.
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April
2 DEREK KOK will be 46
653 Broad Street West, Dunnville, ON N1A 1T8

23 ARLENE DEWIt will be 55
31126 Kingfisher Drive, Abbotsford, BC V2T 5K4

29 BRYCE BERENDS will be 41
c/o Lighthouse, 6528 1st Line RR #3
Fergus, ON N1M 2W4

May
1 CLARENCE ZWIEP will be 62

c/o Beacon Home, 653 Broad Street West
Dunnville, ON NIA IT8

4 DEBBIE VEENSTRA will be 42
4238 2nd Concession Road, Sherkston, ON LOS 1RO

10 ROB DEHAAN will be 21
c/o Anchor Home, 361 Thirty Road RR #2
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2

30 BERNIE DE VOS will be 41
c/o Anchor Home, 361 Thirty Road RR #2
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2

21 EDDIE VAN ROOTSELAAR will be 23
1488 Highway 3 E, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W7
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Announcements of Weddings, Anniversaries (especially those with an Open House) should be submitted six weeks in advance.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

1976 ~ May | ~ 2016
We thank the Lord for his love and faithfulness, that,
together with our children and grandchildren, we may celebrate
our 40" Wedding Anniversary.

ARIE and ELISABETH VAN ES (nee Hordyk)
(Eric and Betty)
Pete and Trish Van Es
Abigayle, Victoria, Rebecca, Lilian
Dave and Jocelin Van Es
Matt Gouldstone
Ellie Gouldstone
Nevaeh, Micah, Zachary, Tristen, Hailey

Beamsville, ON:

Hamilton, ON:
Grimsby, ON:
St. Catharines, ON:

Thorold, ON: Arie Van Es
Grimsby, ON: Andries Van Es
Daniel Van Es

You are invited to join us at an Open House, after the
2:30 afternoon service, at the Covenant Reformed Church in
Grassie, Ontario on Sunday, May I*, 2016

Best Wishes Only

Mailing address: 185 Main Street West, Grimsby, ON L3M IS|
Email address: ariebetty @gmail.com

OBITUARIES

May 4 1944 — March 23, 2016

The eternal God is thy refuge and underneath are the everlasting arms.
Deuteronomy 33:27a

Suddenly, yet peacefully our Heavenly Father called home
his child
CALLIE HOFSINK (nee Wynia)
Beloved husband of 52 years to Bill Hofsink
and loving mother to

Annette and Dave Onderwater
Joan and Peter Barendregt
Arnie and Norma Hofsink

Matt and Sheri Hofsink

19 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren
Box 2332, Smithers, BC V0] 2NO
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OBITUARIES

For | know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will
stand upon the earth. Job 19:25

Taken up into glory on Wednesday, March 23, 2016, with his
family by his side, at the age of 86

HENDRIK "Henry" MEDEMBLIK
Loving husband of Alice (nee Lubbers)

Dear brother of:
Wietske Smids-Medemblik
Greta Vanderzwaag
John and Ina Medemblik
Herman and Renske Medemblik
Son-in-law of:
Antonetta Lubbers
Brother-in-law of:
Detty Medemblik
Herman and Joan Lubbers
Harry and Linda Lubbers

Will be missed by his many nieces and nephews.

As expressions of sympathy, donations to Anchor Association
would be appreciated. Please sign the Tribute Wall at
www.kitchingsteepeandludwig.com

Correspondence to: Alice Medemblik
230-1415 Upper Wellington Street, Hamilton, Ontario L9A 5E8

o Clarion

www.clarionmagazine.ca

ROOM FOR RENT IN LONDON
FOR CHRISTIAN MALE
In furnished basement apartment with separate entrance.
Near stores, restaurants, library, park etc.
Bus routes (including to UWO & Fanshawe) at the door.
Includes utilities, internet access and all appliances.

Phone 519-474-0554 or ktemple27@hotmail.com




TEACHING POSITIONS

The Canadian Reformed School Society in
beautiful Vernon, BC
CHRISTIAN is seeking qualified applications for the

L ACADEMY 2016-2017 school year.

Trinity Christian Academy is a Distributed Learning
Homeschool group striving to become an official
independent school.

In order to achieve this goal we are a seeking a God-fearing,
driven individual willing to take on a

MULTI-GRADE POSITION
with a potential ADMINISTRATION role.

This individual will be provided a teacher’s assistant where
needed and have the full support of the school board.
Please consider our school in your career search and in your

personal prayers.

Successful applicants must:

* Be a communicant member of the Canadian Reformed Church

or sister church.

Value the importance of a covenantal Christian school.

Have BC certification or is able to obtain it.

Are professional in work and conduct.

Be willing to work with an eager membership.

TRINITY

Please contact the board Chairman for any questions you may have:
Paul Veenendaal
Phone: 250-308-0230, paultuxedo @hotmail.com

Applications should be directed in writing to the board:
Canadian Reformed School Society Board
5634 MacDonal Road, Vernon, BC VIB 3L2

C-O-Nf-E-N-AN-T

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Due to growing enrollment,
The Canadian Reformed School Society of London and District,
operating Covenant Christian School,
invites applications from qualified individuals for possible
openings in the following areas:

TEACHER - KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 6
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT

For the 2016-2017 school year
Applicants must be professed members in good standing
of a Canadian Reformed Church, United Reformed Church,
or a sister church.
What we offer:
* Positive Christian work environment
*  Well-maintained building with gym
» Student population of approximately 110, grades K-8
» Supportive school community with excellent volunteer base
» Competitive salary (we follow the salary grid of the League of
Canadian Reformed School Societies)

For more information please contact the Principal:
Mr. Shawn Wolski at 519-203-0266
or email: ccslondon@rogers.com

Letters of application (including Statement of Faith and
Philosophy of Reformed Education) may be sent to:
Mrs. Lisa Pieterman, Secretary of the Education Committee
99 Harcroft Crescent, London, ON Né6C 279
Telephone: 519-649-7564, email: alpieterman@gmail.com

The Board of Coaldale Christian School
invites applications for various positions in the

ELEMENTARY LEVEL
as well as in High School English and High School Science.

Preference will be given to applicants with a Bachelor of
Education degree who would be able to teach a variety of
subjects and/or grade levels. We encourage students graduating
in 2016 to submit letters of interest for future consideration.

Coaldale Christian School offers Kindergarten to Grade 12
education and currently has a student body of 171. We anticipate
significant growth over the next several years resulting in an
increased number of elementary classes. The Lord willing, the
new addition to the school building will be completed
by September 2016.

To submit an application or to receive further information about

our school or about our area, please contact:

Mr. Stuart Boeve, Board Chairman
Phone: 403-223-4916, Email: sdboeve @shockware.com
Mr. Joop Harthoorn, Principal
Phone: 403-345-4891
Email: joop.harthoorn@coaldalechristianschool.com
Application may be sent to:

Mr. Stuart Boeve, Coaldale Christian School

2008 - 8 Street, Coaldale, AB TIM ILI

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL
located in Fergus, ON
invites applications for the following position(s):

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER(S)

Preferences will be given to applicants with qualifications in the
following areas (although other areas will be considered):
French/Computers/Math/English
This will be for the 2016/17 school year and beyond.

Emmanuel has a student body of 175 students in grades
9 through 12. It is located in the picturesque southern Ontario
town of Fergus. Our school has excellent working relationships
with board, staff, principal and society.

Qualified individuals who seek to serve in the field of
Reformed Education, and who submit themselves to Scripture
as summarized in the Reformed Confessions, are heartily
encouraged to submit an application, including a philosophy of
education and references.

Additional information can be obtained by contacting the principal:
Mr. Henk Nobel
519-843-3029 (work), 519-843-1790 (home)
hnobel@echs.ca (e-mail)

Applications to be addressed to:
Emmanuel Christian High School
c/o Education Committee
8037 Wellington Road 19, RR 3, Fergus, ON NIM 2W4
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TEACHING POSITIONS

Interested in joining the
Credo Christian High School Teaching Team?

The Board of Credo Christian High School
invites applications for an employment opportunity starting in
September 2016 in the area of

INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION
(Automotive and Carpentry/Joinery/Electronics)
British Columbia affords teaching opportunities to those with
Professional Certificates (B.ED), undergraduate degrees
(Subject Restricted), and School and Subject Restricted
Certification in the area of Fine Arts (Diploma) and
Technology (Diploma and Red Seal designation)

For further details please contact
Mr. Harry Moes (Principal)
604-530-5396, H.Moes@Credochs.com
www.credochs.com
All correspondence should be directed to
Mr. Ken Linde, Chairman of the Board
Credo Christian High School
21846-52nd Avenue, Langley, BC V2Y 2M7
kI10linde @gmail.com

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL
of Fergus, Guelph and district
invites applications for the following position:
We are in need of a

LEARNING COACH
to work with our students in our Learning Commons.

Emmanuel has a student body of 175 students in grades
9 through 12. It is located in a picturesque southern Ontario
town. Our school has excellent working relationships with board,
staff, principal and society.

Qualified individuals who seek to serve in the field of
Reformed Education, and who submit themselves to Scripture
as summarized in the Reformed Confessions, are heartily
encouraged to submit an application, including a philosophy of
education and references.

Additional information can be obtained by contacting the principal:
Mr. Henk Nobel
519-843-3029 (work), 519-843-1790 (home)
Applications to be addressed to:

Emmanuel Christian High School
c/o Education Committee
RR 3, Garafraxa Street, Fergus, ON NIM 2W4

4 2y

Looking for
a Change?

We're Hiring

tyndalecalgary.ca

“You are the light of the world.”

Matthew 5:14

Tyndale Christian School in Calgary, AB is looking for teachers who want
a challenge to help build up our small but constantly growing school. We
require a full-time teacher for High School and a part-time Kindergarten
teacher. Alberta Education Certification or equivalent is required. All full-
time positions include health benefits.

For further information visit our website or contact us at:
chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca OR secretary @tyndalecalgary.ca
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TEACHING POSITIONS The Board of Covenant Canadian Reformed School
of Neerlandia invites applications for the
2016/2017 school year for the position of

The Canadian Reformed School Society of HIGHSCHOOL, JUNIOR HIGH, AND
% Edmonton, operating ELEMENTARY TEACHERS
Parkland Immanuel Christian School, Covenant is a K-12 school with a student body of 245 that
invites applications for the 2016-2017 school year continues to grow. We currently employ a staff of 22 teachers
for the following potential positions: and educational assistants and are blessed with a very supportive
FULL TIME ELEMENTARY TEACHER school community. We serve the churches of Barrhead and
FULL TIME HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER Neerlandia and offer quiet, rural living approximately an hour
SENIOR HIGH ENGLISH TEACHER from the cities of St. Albert and Spruce Grove.
Parkland Immanuel Christian School operates a Reformed K-12 We are specifically interested in a High School Science
school that offers a supportive school community, competitive Teacher, but encourage all qualified High School teachers who
are passionate about Reformed Education and dedicated to

excellence in teaching to apply.

wages, and a collaborative and professional environment that
The elementary position would ideally be in K-3, but again we

encourages and supports excellence in teaching. The school

has a population of 330 students and is experiencing a time of
significant increase in enrollment. encourage all elementary teachers dedicated to seeing students
Applicants must be a professed member in good standing of a succeed and to the cause of Reformed Education to apply.
Canadian Reformed, United Reformed, or sister church, Under our Father’s blessing of a broad membership base and
and must have the necessary post-secondary qualifications current levels of government funding in Alberta, we are able to
to teach in Alberta. offer a very attractive wage and benefit package. All interested
For further information please contact the Principal, individuals please submit a resume with a statement of faith, a
Mr. Ken Leffers philosophy of education, and references.
Phone: 780-444-6443 (school); 780-297-8841 (home) Additional information can be obtained by contacting our current
kleffers @parklandimmanuel.ca principal: Mr. James Meinen
Applications should be directed to: 780-674-4774 (work); 780-674-3145 (home)
Mr. Wayne de Leeuw, Chair of Personnel Committee principal @covenantschool.ca
c/o Parkland Immanuel Christian School Applications can be sent to
21304 35 Avenue, NW, Edmonton, AB T6M 2P6 Mrs. Gwen Mast, secretary for the Board at:
vicepresident@ parklandimmanuel.ca tngmast@xplornet.com, or in writing to
Covenant Canadian Reformed School c/o Gwen Mast
3030 Township Road 615A, Neerlandia, AB TOG IR2

The Board of Credo Christian School
in Woodbridge, Ontario invites applications for a

TEACHER
NOW AVAILABLE ON LINE

Aspirations to assume the role of Principal, either immediately or
in the future, would be an asset but is not required.

Credo offers grades K-8, with an enrolment of approximately 50 Premiel"s Book Brochure

students, serving the congregations of Brampton and Toronto.
The school is blessed with exceptional community involvement Visit: wwwpremzerpub[zs/ﬂmg ca

which enhances the academic, musical and athletic programs that
we are able to offer. Our students consistently meet with success
and are taught to take up their calling as covenant children of
the Lord. If you are interested in working in a collaborative

environment and in helping us maintain high standards we would
love to hear from you. 3 Top 1% in the Fraser Valley*
For more information please contact the "

Principal, Miss B. Maat

School: 905-851-1620; Home: 905-453-7480

Serving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, angley

Email: Ipmaat@idirect.com
Members of a Canadian Reformed Church or a sister church Jonathan Gelderman m @ ;
should send a letter of application stating qualifications, PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION @ @ W
I

experience and references, as well as a personal statement of e
philosophy of Christian education to: Let me put my 1,000+ sales experience to
work for you! Call G04-748-7/G58

Annette Keep, Chairman, Education Committee
Il Heggie Road, Brampton, ON L6V 2K2
RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty - 26641 Fraser Hwy. Aldergrove, BC V4W 3L1 | jonathan@gelderman.ca

Email: Annette.Keep @gmail.com
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Investment

. = Financial Planning Professionals
Planning Counsel i

*RR.SPs/RRIFs/GIC.s

* Mutual Funds / Term Deposits

¢ Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness, Long-Term Care, Group)
* Residential Mortgages

EPC * Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs)

* Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs)

* Tax Free Savings Accounts

* Financial / Estate / Succession Planning
* Retiring Allowances / Severances
* Health Plans and Travel Insurance

Derek J. Lanting
CFP, CPCA

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario L9H 6P3

Phone: 905-628-9666 * Fax: 905-628-1035 « Toll Free: 1-866-856-5910
Email: rvanandel@ipcc.org ¢ derek.lanting@ipcc.org
MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

Verne Stel. s

info@vernestel.com

Office 04 8571100
Cell 604.866.0807
Toll Free 1.888.341.1100

26841 Franer Hwy, Aldergrove, BC VAW 311

ADVERTISE IN CLARION
www.clarionmagazine.ca

ReformedBookServices

PROMOTING GODLINESS, REVIVAL & REFORMATION

A GREAT SELECTION OF CHRISTIAN BOOKS AT LOW PRICES

STORE HOURS: Mon.: 10-5; Thurs.: 10-9; Fri.: 10-5; Sat.: 10-3

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A, Brantford, ON N3R 8A3, Canada
Tel. 519.304.4709 * Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca

232 |

April 22, 2016

LONDON INNER-CITY MISSION
The Lighthouse

A new evangelistic outreach ministry in London, Ontario is
looking for an interested pastor, seminary student or lay person
with evangelistic gifts to spearhead this new ministry, to begin in

the spring of 2016.
Applicant must be a member in good standing in a
Canadian Reformed or United Reformed Church.
Please send resume, along with a consistory recommendation to:
r.tamminga@tvdsb.on.ca

www.markv.ca | Office 905.957.5000
oyallepag Direct 905.517.1451

Helping people on the mave in the Smithville, Grimsby, Lincoin and Dunnvile areas

REMEX

Real Estate Centre Inc. Brokerage
Independently owned and operated

7

Kristin & Anita

Your gateway to the Guelph, Cambridge, and K/W areas.

Office: 519 836 6365
Fax: 519 836 7975

238 Speedvale Ave. W.
Guelph ONN1H 1C4

Anita Van Rootselaar
Sales Representative

Direct: 519 831 2144
anita@KristinandAnita.ca

I——
ROYALLePAGE c Peter .
A—1 1 Buitenwerf |

Sales Representative

Presented to

the top 10% Serving

2005 2006 2007 2008 jesidential Smithville,
sales reps in Dunnville and

by Niagara :
surrounding area
2009 2010 2011 2012 for 25 years

1-800-461-0493
Email: peterb@royallepage.ca
Website: peterb.ca

Bus: 905-957-5000
Fax: 905-957-1085
Cell: 905-973-3198




“The staff are
wonderful to deal
with, always happy
to help you out.
They made me feel

like family, not just
a person.”

Michelle Britton
Edmonton, AB

Edmonton
T.780.426.7165
TF.1.877.426.0506

Lethbridge
T.403.328.0711

A

Give. Receive. Provide.

Christian

CREDIT UNION

memberservice@christiancu.ca
www.christiancu.ca [} {&

SHARING IN

ABRAHAM’S
BLESSING

By Eric Kampen

While there is no shortage of

excellent books dealing with the history
of the Christian church, this book seeks to contribute
by giving a succinct survey of the spread of the Christian
gospel from Pentecost to the present.

ISBN 978-0-88756-104-7

Soft Cover, 250 pages...........couvvveervresesseesnnns 18.00

PLUS TAXES AND SHIPPING

ORDER FROM YOUR FAVOURITE BOOKSTORE OR FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2J 3X5

JPC Chartered  Professional  Accountants
offer a total tax and accounting service with
a specialization in privately owned
businesses. Thinking of when its right 1o
incorporate? Or how you can income splhit?
How 1o sell vour business? Or how 1o pass it
on to your children tax efficienty? Or do
you require professionally prepared
corporate or J.'IL‘MI'IH] income tax rewrns
and financial statements? With a
professional accounting designation and a
Masters in Tax equivalent come explore the

apportunities for you and your business with JOEL D JAGT
ushsre aL TR, (HONSIB COMM, CPA, CGA
. 1 PARTMER

HONEST. TIMELY. THOROUGH. |\ ofessionals ca

1 (905 B0 0137

Contact us to sel up a free 172 hour sivategie tax and accounting consmiltation
Sevving the greater Durimplon, Hamilion and Nimgorn Regron

CAREFREE LIVING in the heart of south Burlington

2% THE GARDENS
."\‘ BY MARANATHA

Enjoy your own spacious, open

style, fully-accessible apartment

with full size kitchen and bathroom,

in-suite laundry, all new appliances and balcony.
Suites from 800 to 1150 sq. ft. available.

On-site Sales Office
3290 New St,Burlington, ON
Open Tuesdays & Thursdays

10am-noon & 1-3pm,

Saturdays 1-4pm
or by appointment.

905.581.6154 sales@maranathagardens.ca

www.maranathagardens.ca
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A Caring, Christian Environment [l SN I i g TH | | (GRS

Meeting you where it matters.

For years we've personalized funeral care with
sensitivity to the Reformed, Christian faith and heritage.

Today, we offer Faith-Link Funeral Care to a widened
service area. We can meet with you in the comfort of
your own home to complete funeral arrangements. We
can also bring our staff, equipment and supplies to your
church building, making it easier for you to spend valued
time with family and friends.

In such a critical time in your life, having a trusted,
familiar and convenient option is invaluable.

Mount Nemo
CHRISTIAN NURSING HOME

For more information and resident application
please contact us at 905.335.3636

www.mountnemochristiannh.on.ca
4486 Guelph Line, Burlington, Ontario

KITCHING
STEEPE&LUDWIG

%

The rapid rate of change in our world makes choosing
a career path difficult. You need a dynamic university
education where theory meets experience. Along the way,
you’ll be challenged to deepen your faith as you discover
your world and transform your mind. You'll find more
than a future job. You'll find your place in God’s world.
This is your calling. This is Redeemer.

WWW.REDEEMER.CA

& REDEEMER

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
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Two KINGDOMS

THEOLOGY & CULTURE

A Dialogue on the Implications of Tiwo Kingdoms
Theology in the Call to Engage Culture

FEATURED SPEAKERS

REV. DR. JOSEPH BOOT, M.A,, PH.D.
Senior Pastor, Westminster Chapel & Founder,
Y Lzra Institute for Contemporary Christianity

DR. MATTHEW 1J. TUININGA, M.DIV.,, PH.D.
Assistant Professor of Moral Theology;
) Calvin Theological Seminary

7:30 PM
THURSDAY

April 28, 2016

Spring Creek Canadian Reformed Church
3981 Spring Creek Road, Vineland, ON

EVENT DETAILS
mzwiep@hotmail.com or (905) 892-9160
Freewill Offering to Defray Event Expenses
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steel service centre located in Stoney Creek, Ontario, are again

dynamic work environment that is fast-paced and team-oriented.

Q.‘NCO

Due to continued expansion and internal promotions, we, a

looking for energetic individuals for the position of

SHEAR ASSISTANT
We offer competitive wages, generous benefits and a safe and

This position involves rotational shift work.

All interested individuals are encouraged to
email their resume to

rnordeman@jancosteel.com

GRANITE PARK INC.

Under the Lord’s continued blessing, Granite Park is
growing. We are a family owned, Christian company |
based in the Waterdown area.

Granite Park mainly serves the Golden Horseshoe

and surrounding area, providing quality residential

landscapes. We are currently looking for qualified,
motivated individuals in the following areas:

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION FOREMAN
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION LEAD HAND
Skills required:
* G class license.
+ Ability to delegate, work well with others, and to lead by
example.
* Able to read landscape drawings and to execute project in an
effective manner.
* Familiarity with all landscape equipment and their operation.
* Familiarity with all landscape materials and install techniques.
» Responsible for a clean and safe work site.
* Prior experience is required, education is an asset.
* Carpentry skills are also an asset.

GRANITE
rARK

If you are looking for full time employment in landscape
construction and you are interested in joining our growing team,
please send your resume with references to:

Ryan Schutten at: ryan@granitepark.ca
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Tyler vanMiddelkoop
CFP, CLU, CHS
tylerv@pvv-insurance.com

BrianVanderhout
FCIP, CAIB, CRM
brianv@pvv-insurance.com
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Tammy Krikke
Administration
tammyk@pvv-insurance.com
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" Financial Planning

*Serving Ontario residents only

Call Today to review YOUR Financial Plan!

Toll free: 1-866-694-7276 | Tel:905-632-6192

WWW.pVV-insurance.com
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