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EDITORIAL

A Laughing God

Eric Kampen

Minister of the Canadian Reformed
Church at Orangeville, Ontario
rev.e.kampen@gmail.com

God laughs at those who oppose his King,
but loves those who take refuge in him

What comes to mind when you read the title of this edi-
torial? Does it sound a little disrespectful and inappropri-
ate? After all, laughing suggests joviality and lighthearted-
ness, the type of response to a good joke. This is not exactly
the type of attitude we tend to ascribe to God. The title,
however, was not chosen frivolously, just to catch your at-
tention. It is based on the words of Psalm 2:4, “He who sits
in the heavens laughs. . . .” As you read the second half of
that sentence, you realize that this is not a laugh of enjoy-
ment, but alaugh of derision. We read, “The Lord holds them
in derision.” It is the way one laughs at the futile attempts
of an opponent. We speak of laughing something off, or, of
something being laughable or ridiculous. If we pitch an idea
at work, or try to make a point in a discussion and people
laugh at it, that does not make us feel good.

What is it that God laughs at? We learn that from the
opening verses of Psalm 2, where we read about nations
and rulers plotting and taking counsel against God and his
Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast
away their cords from us.” In short, God is laughing at the
futile attempts of all those who oppose him.

As Psalm 2 continues, we learn that this is not just left
as a general statement. There is something that is to make
his opponents shake in their boots, to terrify them. God
says, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
This king is promised the nations as his heritage. This king
will break the opponents with a rod of iron and dash them
in pieces like a potter’s vessel.

Who is this king? In Acts 4:25, David is mentioned as
the author of this Psalm. He is not speaking about himself.
He is speaking about someone greater than himself. He is

May 5, 2017

speaking about his great Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The
words of this Psalm find their fulfilment in the ascension
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Evidence of Jesus’ rule

That the Lord Jesus is the one set on “Zion, [God’s] holy
hill,” making the nations his heritage, breaking down oppo-
nents, is the clear testimony of the New Testament. We see
it already during our Lord’s ministry. He proclaimed that
the kingdom of God was here. He showed it by withstand-
ing temptations for forty days in the wilderness, casting
out demons, and healing people from many diseases. All
this was only a foretaste of things to come. Because he gave
his life as a ransom for many, “God has highly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name”
(Phil 2:9). The gospel of Matthew concludes with the Lord
Jesus telling his disciples that all authority has been given
to him in heaven and on earth. This is critical for under-
standing the commission to make disciples of all nations.
The apostles are sent out as ambassadors of King Jesus.

We need to remember that at the very heart of their
message is that Jesus is King, and that God’s kingdom is
being established. While it is true that Paul sums up his
preaching as that of Christ crucified, when we read the ac-
counts of the gospel preaching in the book of Acts, it often
is summed up in terms of preaching the kingdom of God.
In Acts 8:12, Philip’s preaching in Samaria is summed up
in terms of preaching “good news about the kingdom of
God and the name of Jesus Christ.” In Acts 19:8, we read
how Paul spoke boldly, “reasoning and persuading them
about the kingdom of God.” In his farewell words to the



Ephesian elders, he recounts how he proclaimed the kingdom (Acts
20:25). The book of Acts concludes with the account of Paul as prison-
er in Rome, proclaiming the kingdom of God and showing that Jesus
was the Christ (Acts 28:23, 31). Through the preaching of the mes-
sage of the kingdom of God, present in Christ, Christ gathers his in-
heritance from among the nations and breaks into the territory once
ruled by the prince of darkness.
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The rule of Jesus is also mentioned in various letters. In
1 Corinthians 15:25, 26, Paul mentions how Christ “must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. . . . For
God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” Ephe-
sians 1 concludes with a description of how God “seated
[Christ] at his right hand in the heavenly places, for above all
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one
to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as
head over all things to the church. ..” (Eph 1:20-22).

The rule of Jesus as king is also the theme of the book
of Revelation. His ascension to the throne is described in
chapter 5, where John saw someone seated on the throne
with a scroll in his right hand. At first, he was saddened
because there seemed to be no one to open the scroll. Then
he saw a Lamb. It had been slain, but it was alive again. His
power is symbolized by seven horns and seven eyes. In the
following chapter, we see how this Lamb, which clearly rep-
resents the Lord Jesus, opens the seven seals. This shows
his authority over the course of world events.

Source of encouragement

In a world where the Christian faith seems to be in
retreat, there is always the danger of being defeatist. It is
important to remember
that God is working to
shatter all who oppose
him through the reign of
our ascended Lord and
that he is claiming his

The words of this
Psalm find their
fulfilment in the
ascension of the
Lord Jesus Christ

inheritance from among
the nations. He accom-
plishes his purpose not
by means of the sword,
that is, by force, but by
the Spirit and the Word. He will bring in the ultimate vic-
tory when he comes to judge the living and the dead.

Testimony to the world

While the message, Jesus reigns, is something that en-
courages us, it also should be part of our testimony to the
world. It has been pointed out how Jesus and the apostles
proclaimed the kingdom of God being here. Psalm 2 con-
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cludes with words that bring out how all those who are
working against God’s anointed one, against Christ, should
stop their plotting and scheming. Rather, they should be
wise and serve the LORD with fear, to kiss the Son, lest he
be angry and they perish, for his wrath is quickly kindled
(Ps 2:10-12). The reality
is that those who reject
Christ as king, those who
refuse to submit to him,
will be subject to his righ-
teous anger.

It may not sound win-
some to speak this way. It
may sound intimidating.
It may appear to contra-
dict the message that God
is love. The full message of
the gospel, however, has
two sides. We hear it alsoin
the words from John 3, so
often quoted to sum up the
gospel, namely, that God
so loved the world that he sent his only Son. Full disclosure,
however, means you don’t stop at John 3:16, but read right
through to verse 18. While there is forgiveness for those
who believe, there is condemnation for those who refuse
to believe. Psalm 2 has that same message, but reverses the
sequence. “Blessed are those who take refuge in him,” only
comes after mentioning that those who don’t will perish.

When we read
the accounts

of the gospel
preaching in the
book of Acts,

it often is
summed up

in terms of
preaching the
kingdom of God

A message of hope and urgency

The ascension of our Lord is an event that easily gets
lost in the annual church calendar. It does not have the
sparkle of Christmas, Easter, or even Pentecost. In term of
comfort value, and in terms of shaping the message of the
church to the world, the ascension of our Lord is of tremen-
dous importance. It gives us hope in a world that opposes
God and his anointed. The ascension impresses on us that
God is laughing at their feeble, futile efforts. At the same
time, it gives direction and urgency to our testimony to the
world. The kingdom of God is here and Jesus is King. God
laughs at those who oppose his King, but loves those who
take refuge in him.



MATTHEW 13:52

Our Evangelical Mandate

B.J. Berends

Minister emeritus of the
Canadian Reformed Church
at Brampton, Ontario
bjberends@canrc.org

“Christ ascended into heaven as the Head of his Catholic Church.”

Acts 1:9

This meditation was originally published
in this magazine in 2005.

As with so many earth-shaking
events in the history of salvation,
the Word of God covers the ascension
of our Saviour with just a few verses.
How we would love to have some de-
tails here, especially in our age of space
travel. Not only to hear witnesses tes-
tify to his departure, but also to hear
eyewitnesses speak of his arrival in
that heavenly dwelling place as located
somewhere in or beyond our universe.
Just as with our Saviour’s wondrous
resurrection from the dead, the gospel
of his ascension is very brief and very
sober. Whereas we would have filled
in all the details, the Lord God gives
us just the bare necessities. The Lord
teaches us to live by faith.

There is enough written in the gos-
pel to convince us that our Saviour’s as-
cension was a necessary conclusion to
his work on earth, and that it was for
him a most glorious transition from
earth to heaven. After all, that heaven-
ly abode had been his special dwelling
place ever since creation. But he came
to earth for a specific period of time
to live among us, sinful mankind. He
came so that whoever believes in him
as the only Saviour would not perish
but be accepted by a holy and righteous
God, live with him, and have fellowship
with him for ever and ever.

Even though the Saviour traveled
a great distance from us, “ascended
higher than all the heavens,” he as-
sured his apostles that he would con-
tinue to be intimately involved with
them as they carried out their great
commission to proclaim through-
out the world the gospel of his birth,
ministry, suffering, death, and res-
urrection. The book of Acts contains
the acts of the Lord Jesus Christ as
performed by his apostles, the acts to
establish his catholic church, of which
he was and forever remains the Head.
He assured his apostles that he as the
Head would be with them always, “to
the very end of the age.”

During the forty days between his
resurrection and ascension the Sav-
iour had been speaking with his dis-
ciples. In order to become his ear and
eyewitnesses, the disciples had to be
convinced of the reality of his resur-
rection. They had to be instructed for
the special task he had assigned them.
After Jesus summarizes their basic
charge to make disciples of all nations
and to baptize them into the Name of
the Father, and of the Son and the Holy
Spirit, he is on his way to his heavenly
dwelling place, to manifest himself
there as Head of the church through
whom the Father was going to govern
all things.

Well, today we know how success-
ful that spiritual government of our

Head has been throughout this New
Testament age. Despite continuous
opposition from Satan and his mil-
lions of accomplices, from the billions
in league with him, there has been
throughout this New Testament age
the steady expansion of the Lord’s
catholic church throughout the world.
Today we know how truly universal
the church of Christ has become. We
know that it has indeed reached the
ends of the earth. We know that this
catholic church has already drawn dis-
ciples from every nation and people,
and practically from every tribe and
language. We know and believe that it
is all the result of the work of our as-
cended Lord and Head in his heavenly
headquarters.

Therefore, no believer needs to
doubt that Jesus will finish perfectly
what he has undertaken for his one
holy catholic church. To be sure, it
is an undertaking in which he in-
volves each and every member of that
church. Thus, when we commemorate
the ascension of our Saviour Jesus
Christ, we realize anew, as assemblies
of his catholic church, the mandate to
preach the Word of God from Lord’s
day to Lord’s day, to do so right up to
the day of his glorious return, and as
living members of this church carry
out our evangelical mandate: to speak
of him in our life every day, in church,
state, and society.
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Sermons:

Rob Schouten

Minister of the

Canadian Reformed Church

at Aldergrove, British Columbia
schouten6 | @gmail.com

A Listening Guide (2)

Last time, we saw that preachers and listeners are en-
gaged in a joint venture. Preachers are called to bring God’s
Word in its purity and listeners are called to bring to the
hearing of God’s Word the hunger and intensity which it
deserves. We also considered that genuine hearing of God’s
Word (which includes doing) is only possible through the
great miracle of rebirth accomplished in us by the Holy Spirit.

We will now go on to discuss the ways in which God’s
people can improve their hearing of God’s Word before they
actually arrive in church for Sunday worship.

Physical preparation

Important human activities always require prepara-
tion. For instance, if we belong to a board of some kind, pre-
paring for a meeting will require of us that we peruse the
agenda and study related material. If we come to the meet-
ing ignorant of what is to be discussed and decided upon,
this is not looked upon favourably by our colleagues. Even
something as simple as a birthday party for a child requires
lots of planning. We need to prepare food, games, and ar-
range for children to be returned to their homes. How much
more do we need to prepare for an encounter with the living
Word of God!

Physical preparation for hearing the Word of God in-
volves arriving in worship with rested bodies and minds. If
we expect to be in the presence of Christ, we don’t want to
be lacking energy and alertness. Hearing God’s Word is not
an activity in which we can be passive. We come to church
to work hard at hearing the Word of God. For that task, we
need rested bodies and minds. [ know families that have an
11 o'clock rule for Saturday evening. Doors are locked and
lights are out because everybody needs to get enough rest
to offer to God the best of our attention.

Jay Adams tells the story somewhere of how he once
fell asleep while preaching! He dozed off in the midst of his
own words and woke up having no idea of where he was atin
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his message or what he should say next.! More common, of
course, is sleeping in the pew. Even if they are not actually
asleep, many sermon-listeners are somewhat drowsy while
hearing God’s Word. They are not giving the gospel the full
attention which it needs. Instead, they are easily distracted
with the result that they lose the flow of the message.

One preacher, noticing that some of his congregants
were less than fully engaged with the message, suddenly
began to recite some verses from the Old Testament in
Hebrew. Of course, his audience came awake immediately.
People stared at their minister in astonishment. He then
pointed out the folly of having more interest in an un-
known tongue than in the truth they could understand.?
It shouldn’t really take a gim-
mick like that to awaken us to
the Word of God, should it?

Hearing God’s Word, then,
requires sufficient physical
rest. It’s also important to ar-
rive at worship with enough
time to spare. In some house-
holds, Sunday morning is a
blur of frantic activity. There
are children to dress and feed
and then there’s a clean-up
because people are coming to visit after worship. On top
of this, the children are not always cooperative and may-
be Dad and Mom just had a quarrel, too. Conflict happens
more frequently when people are in a rush.

To arrive at church in a relaxed state of mind, we all
have to plan and prepare. We should try to keep things re-
ally simple on Sunday morning and afternoon. We could set
the table and plan the meals in advance. We could set out
the clothing for everyone the night before. We could get up
half an hour earlier than we used to in order to allow for a
calm breakfast including prayer and Bible reading.

To arrive at
church in a
relaxed state
of mind, we all
have to plan
and prepare



If we arrive at the worship services with ten minutes to
spare rather than at the last second, we will have opportu-
nity to transition to the atmosphere of worship. Transition-
ing from normal life to worship in ten seconds is not really
doable. Arriving on time means we’ll have the opportunity
to greet people around us, offer a silent prayer and look up
the passages to be read. Worship requires a certain degree
of inner tranquility and this means we need sufficient sleep
and a well-planned Sunday routine.

Preparing our hearts

While the physical preparation of sleep and good struc-
ture are important, the state of our heart is more critical
when it comes to hearing God’s Word on the Lord’s Day.
Even with a well-rested and relaxed body, a person can be
totally unprepared for the reception of the gospel.

The best way to prepare for hearing God’s Word on the
Lord’s Day is to be busy with it throughout the week. Pri-
vate reading of Scripture stirs up hunger for public preach-
ing. When we are engaged with our faithful God through
reflection on his Word from day to day, the worship services
and our hearing of sermons will be much more meaningful.
Those who are worshiping God in their hearts and lives ev-
ery day of the week will be hungry for the unique blessing
imparted through the preaching of the gospel.

Along with daily engagement with Scripture goes the
privilege and discipline of prayer. When we call upon God
from the heart in the course of daily life, his Word will
settle deeper into our spirits. When we pray over the mes-
sage we read, it begins to take shape in us. We will grow in
the knowledge of Christ and will be formed after his image.
Through daily prayer, we receive the gift of understanding
and the strength for doing what God says.

Along with taking heed to ourselves in prayer, we also
remember before God the preachers of the gospel. Per-
haps the single most important preparation for hearing a
sermon is to pray for the pastor. Christ’s apostle, Paul, fre-
quently besought his readers to pray for him. “Pray also for
me,” he wrote, “that whenever I speak, words may be given
me so that I will fearless make known the mystery of the
gospel” (Eph 6:19-20). If you want to grow in your ability to
hear God’s Word, put your pastors on your prayer list and
keep them there for the rest of your lives. Pastors are com-

CALL ACCEPTED

Accepted the call to the Salem United Reformed Church
in Bowmanville, ON:

Candidate Han Lee

Honourably Released Granted honourable release under
the provisions of Article 11 CO:
Rev. Theo Lodder

of the Canadian Reformed Church at Cloverdale. Rev.
Lodder is therefore available for call. For preaching
availability and other inquiries, you are invited to contact
him at theo.lodder@gmail.com or 604-828-8508

CHURCH NEWS

mitted to praying for God’s people under their care (Acts
6:4). God’s people, in turn, need to be diligent in praying for
those who bring God’s Word to them.

Plowing our hearts

In order for fields to be ready for sowing, they typically
need to be plowed. In some interesting texts in the Bible,
God’s people are told to plow their hearts. Through Jeremi-
ah, God says to his people Israel, “Break up your unplowed
ground. . .” (Jer 4:3). Ground that is unplowed is land that
could be productive but has not been broken up and pre-
pared for seeding. Without plowing, the fallow land is sim-
ply too hard for seeds to germinate. They can’t put down a
root into the ground.

If we come to church with hard hearts, we won’t benefit
from hearing the Word of God. If we are holding on to sin
in our lives and just don’t want to give it up, our hearts are
getting harder. Any sin we cherish and refuse to surrender
to the Lordship of Jesus will block our prayers and will also
prevent us from receiving the Word of God. For this reason,
the prophets admonish us to get out our spiritual rototill-
ers to plow our hearts. Through daily repentance, we keep
our hearts in a state of readiness to hear God’s Word.

As a specific application of repentance, the Bible high-
lights the need to be forgiving. If we come to church with
grudges in our hearts, we won’t hear the Word in a posi-
tive manner. Our listening will be compromised by our un-
willingness to forgive and restore those who have sinned
against us or by our failure to seek out those against whom
we have sinned. It should be a top priority for us to live at
peace with everyone so that our hearing of the voice of God
won’t be overcome by our own sinful emotions (see Mat-
thew 5:23-24).

Disengaging from media

In the contemporary world, people spend a lot of time
with their electronic devices such as computers and smart-
phones. While technology is indeed a great gift of God, it
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can be readily abused. Many Christian people are well and
truly addicted to their devices and the effects are of great
concern for those who care about the state of the church.

When screen time rises to six or seven hours a day, as is
quite common in Canada or the United States, when people
are checking their email and social media apps ten to twen-
ty times an hour, there will be an effect on how we hear
the Word of God. Overuse
of media turns us into lazy
listeners. Our attention
span is shortened. Lacking
peace and quiet, we lose
our ability to reflect deeply
about life. We have a lot of
information at our finger
tips but we are likely to lack
depth of wisdom.

One writer
his concern in this way:
“Media saturation of our
society has a dulling, dead-
ening effect on our hearts. We are constantly bombarded
with visual stimulation, which conditions and diminishes
our ability to listen to and comprehend the preaching of
God’s Word.”

Because of the way our devices tend to become our domi-
neering masters instead of our helpful servants, we have to
regulate their use in our lives. The best way to accomplish this
is to simply disengage from our devices for periods of time ev-
ery day. Meals, for instance, should be free of the intrusion of
our devices. When we get up in the morning, it would be a pos-
itive step to spend time in prayer and the Word before check-
ing our phones. Every day should include significant periods of
time when we are not connected to our devices. Establishing
evening curfews for our phones will enable us to sleep more
restfully and deeply. Not only will such media habits improve
our human relationships, they will also deepen our walk with
God and our ability to truly hear his Word.

Through daily
repentance, we
keep our hearts
in a state of
readiness

to hear

God'’s Word

indicates

Especially on the Lord’s Day, it’s important to exercise
self-control in regard to our use of technology. If worship
is preceded and followed by frenzied activity through our
devices, the Word of God will not dwell richly in our hearts
(Col 3:16). Instead, it will be supplanted by the cares and
concerns as well as the trivialities of this passing world. Ev-
ery person and every household should establish guidelines
to ensure that we are not mastered by what God has given
to serve us.

Focusing on the text beforehand

One of the most dramatic ways to improve your hearing
of God’s Word in the form of a sermon is to spend some time
with the text before arriving at the service. Your ability to
do this is greatly enhanced if you receive the church bulletin
or sermon outline a day or two before the worship service. If
this is not currently the case in your congregation, you might
consider requesting this of your church leaders.

If you know the passage for Sunday’s sermon, you can
read it through a couple of times. You can consider the con-
text. You can ask some big-picture questions about the text
such as: What is the theme of this passage? What words
and ideas are repeated? Which verses puzzle you? What
do you think God is calling you to believe in this passage?
What does this passage show you about the grace of God
and the calling of a Christian?

Taking the time to think about the text beforehand will
create a sense of expectation when the sermon begins. Al-
most certainly, the message will connect with you at a deep-
er level. You will find you are hearing with greater benefit.

! Jay Adams, “Be Careful How You Listen. How to Get the Most out of
a Sermon” (Solid Ground Christian Books, pg. 25).

2 Adams, pg. 26

3 Ken Ramey, “Expository Listening. A Handbook for Hearing and
Doing God’s Word” (Kress Biblical Resources, pg. 42).

To be continued

Correction

Education Matters apologizes for sharing the incorrect author’s name for the school snapshot article entitled “Welcome
to Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School, Smithers B.C.” The article was written by David Penninga.
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CLIPPINGS ON POLITICS AND RELIGION

Canadd’s

Cornelis Van Dam

Professor emeritus of Old Testament
at the Canadian Reformed
Theological Seminary

in Hamilton, Ontario
cvandam@canrc.org

Gender Equality Test

Life Site News blew the whistle on the underreported
news that Canada’s Liberal government is implementing a
mandatory feminist “gender equality” course for federal pub-
lic servants. Pete Balinkski noted “that one has three chanc-
es to pass this course or face unspecified consequences.”

So what is this course? This gender-based analysis plus
(GBA+) course was developed prior to Harper’s tenure as
Prime Minister by the Liberal Chretien government. “Its
purpose was to ‘advance gender equality in Canada’ by help-
ing government employees craft and implement ‘gender
equality’ policies, programs, and legislation.” The Harper
government apparently did not do much to develop this pro-
gram, but things are rather different with Justin Trudeau’s
government. The so-called experts, the “sexual elites,” are
using this program “to impose their vision of ‘diversity and
inclusion’ across the Federal government. The ‘plus (+)’ in
the name [added by the new Liberal government] indicates
that Genderbased Analysis ‘goes beyond gender,” according
to Status of Women, and includes factors such as ‘sexual
orientation’.” For example, after taking this course you will
be better able to address the needs of a homosexual couple.
This sounds like compulsory sensitivity training.

Not surprisingly, Gwen Landolt of Real Women has
slammed the course and the test that follows as “indoctri-
nation” which is to “purge the politically incorrect” from
the federal bureaucracy. “This is outrageously totalitarian.
It shows a complete lack of democratic and socalled ‘liberal’
principles. What this program reveals is an intolerant gov-
ernment that wants to purge anybody who doesn’t adopt
their ideology.”

Such a harsh judgment on GBA+ is borne out by the fact
that the course teaches unproven radical feminist claims
such as the following. “Sex is biology. Gender is social con-
text.” “Gender refers to the characteristics associated with
‘feminine’ and ‘masculine,” as defined by society, culture
and history. It changes over time and between cultures.
Gender is not necessarily determined by sex.” “Gender ex-
ists on a continuum, meaning femininity and masculin-

ity exist in differing degrees; all influenced by these many
other variables.” The course wants to train employees not
to think in terms of traditional assumptions when it comes
to sex and gender.

To pass the test, you need to answer the questions ac-
cording to what the course expects, not according to your
beliefs. For example, one question asks what gender is. You
have to choose between A. “The characteristics associated
with ‘feminine’ and ‘masculine,” as defined by society, cul-
ture and history.” or B. “The biological differences between
men and women.” If you select B, your answer is wrong.

The Minister of the Status of Women, Maryam Mon-
sef, is determined to expand the use of GBA+ “throughout
the federal government in accordance with the mandate
given to her by the Prime Minister. With the prospect of
a compulsory GBA+ course and test, “a climate of fear ex-
ists across Federal departments.” Public servants hesitate
to speak out of concern for retribution from superiors.

Where does this leave the protection of one’s conscience
on issues of sexuality? As Landolt said, these public servants
“are not employed to be indoctrinated with an ideological
position that most people disagree with.” Federal employees
should have the freedom to maintain their deeply held con-
victions about sexuality, convictions which for Christians
are based on Scripture. Forcing them to agree to the contents
of GBA+ training and examination violates those rights in a
profound way. Along with high profile cases such as the con-
sciences of doctors being violated with euthanasia legislation
for which court challenges have been launched, this issue also
needs to be exposed, and opposed. This is a form of social en-
gineering that government has no right to engage in.

Sources: Pete Balinski, “Canadian Federal employees must take
and pass ‘gender equality’ test, or else %" February 9, 2017 on
lifesitenews.com; The ministerial letter PeterboroughKawar-
tha Maryam Monsef, Minister of Status of Women, received
from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau found on the Peterborough
Examiner website.
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Rev. Johannes Mulder

November 2, 1928 ~ March 23, 2017

“At home with the Lord”

On March 23, 2017, the last of the pioneer Canadi-
an Reformed ministers passed away. After a lingering
illness that kept him confined to a wheelchair for the
past several years of his life, the Rev. Johannes “Hans”
Mulder went home to be with the Lord. The text he
had chosen some years ago for the funeral service mes-
sage was 2 Corinthians 5:8, “Yes, we are of good cour-
age, and we would rather be away from the body and
at home with the Lord.” Near the end, as he felt his
earthly tent wearing out, he often spoke of this, his
greatest desire.

Johannes Mulder was born in Stad Vellenhove,
The Netherlands, on November 2, 1928. After prepa-
ratory studies he enrolled at the Theological College
in Kampen, from which he graduated in 1955. Not yet
twenty-seven years old, he was ordained in the village
of Gees, in the province of Drenthe, on July 31, 1955.
Two weeks before that he had married Elizabeth “Lies”
Sollie, a native of Kampen and a school teacher there.

Only three years later Rev. Mulder accepted the call
extended to him by the Canadian Reformed Church of
Carman, Manitoba. During the Carman years they joy-
fully received two sons by adoption, Carl (1964) and
Paul (1965). Having children gave them much happi-
ness, which was later magnified by the birth of several
grandchildren.

In following years he also served the Canadian
Reformed Churches of Coaldale (AB), Cloverdale (BC),
Toronto (ON), and Burlington-Waterdown (ON). After
having suffered some troubles with his heart he re-
tired from active pastoral service in 1991. It was dif-
ficult for him to come to this decision, for he loved the
pastoral ministry, but he realized it was for the best.

Over the years Rev. Mulder filled many key roles.
He was one of the men of the first hour. Besides build-

George van Popta
Minister emeritus of the Jubilee
Canadian Reformed Church

at Ottawa, Ontario
gvanpopta@gmail.com

ing up local congregations, he served at many ecclesi-
astical meetings, and on committees and boards. He
was there at some of the first synods which were so
crucial for getting the new federation of Canadian Re-
formed Churches up and walking. He was instrumen-
tal in the formation of the Theological College (CRTS),
in fostering good contact with other churches, e.g.,
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the United Re-
formed Churches, as well as with other efforts having
to do with a modern English translation of the confes-
sions, the Church Order, and the earlier editions of the
Book of Praise.

Retirement from the pressures of the active min-
istry, and the effects they were having on his health,
gave him a second wind. Though “retired” he was still
very active. Among other things, Rev. Mulder became
heavily invested in the work of the Middle East Re-
formed Fellowship (MERF). MERF is a Reformed evan-
gelistic missionary organization which serves in the
Middle East, North Africa, and Asia on behalf of the
Reformed and Presbyterian family of Churches and
believers worldwide. Rev. Mulder became the face of
MEREF in Canada. His indefatigable efforts on behalf
of MERF resulted in very broad support across the
Canadian Reformed and other Reformed churches in
Canada for this worthy organization.

He also did much preaching during his retirement
years and until his eightieth birthday. On that particu-
lar day, November 2nd, 2008, he preached for the fi-
nal time. He delivered a sermon from “his” last pulpit,
at the church of Burlington-Waterdown, on what had
been his inaugural text many years before in Gees, 1
Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labour is not
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in vain.” Rev. Mulder had a servant heart like few other
people have. He was a well-loved pastor who had a heart
for the hurting and broken. Even after he was retired
he continued to care for the ill and those damaged by

the ravages of this life. He always had an encouraging
word, loved to sing, and filled every room he entered
with joy and laughter. He was gifted with an uncanny
memory for names.

The children of the immigrant ministers of the
1950s, of which I am one, knew all the other ministers
and their wives as “Oom” and “Tante.” To me the Rev.
and Mrs. Mulder always were, and always will be, “Oom
Hans and Tante Lies.” In those early years a whole tribe
of the western minister-families would camp for three
weeks at Sunnyside Campground on Cultus Lake, near
Yarrow, B.C. The camping metaphor came readily to
mind as I considered Rev. Mulder’s chosen funeral
text, for there the Apostle Paul compares the earthly
tent with the heavenly home. When you go camping in
a tent, which is what we all did in the 1950s and 60s,
then your tent at first stands smartly and crisply, but
eventually it begins to lean and sag. Those who knew

the Rev. Mulder do not need to be told that his camp-
ing tent was shipshape: all the poles were straight and
the ropes taut. But even Rev. Mulder’s tent began to
look tired after three weeks. One of the best things
about camping is going home! As the earthly tent of
our present existence grows old and tired we may know
that we have a heavenly home, eternal in the heavens
with Jesus. And it will only get better after the great
resurrection. Rev. Mulder is home, in that better coun-
try, and with him we may look forward to the great day
of Christ’s return.

Rev. Johannes Mulder has entered into his rest. We
let his body down into the earth in the sure and stead-
fast hope of the resurrection. His death marks the end
of an era for the Canadian Reformed churches as he
was the last of the pioneer ministers to come from Hol-
land in the 1950s. His death brings an end to a living
link to the first professors of the ecclesiastical libera-
tion of 1944. He is the last of our ministers to have
sat under the teaching of the professors K. Schilder,
B. Holwerda, and S. Greijdanus. In the providence of
God, Rev. Mulder died on the sixty-fifth anniversary
of the death of K. Schilder. The baton has now been
decisively passed to a new generation of ministers and
churchleaders, and to us all. Let us remember our lead-
ers, those who spoke to us the Word of God. Let us con-
sider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their
faith (Hebr 13:7).

We extend our condolences to his widow, Mrs.
Mulder, to his sons, daughter-in-law, grandchildren,
and relatives in Holland. May we all rest in the gospel
teaching repeated in the hymn which says:

We know that if our earthly tent

falls to the ground, all worn and rent,
our God as gift to us extends

a heav’nly house not made with hands,
a building steadfast and secure

that will eternally endure.

(Book of Praise, Hymn 74:3)
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RAY OF SUNSHINE

Happy birthday to all of you celebrating in the month of
May! May the Lord bless you in the coming year and grant
you health and strength.

“May the God of endurance and encouragement grant
you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord
with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. There-
fore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God.” Romans 15:5-7

“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in
love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that
he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with
all his saints.” 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 13

( >

HAPPY BIRTH DA

Rachel Vis

May birthdays

1 CLARENCE ZWIEP will be 63
c/o Beacon Home
653 Broad Street West, Dunnville, ON NIA IT8

4 DEBBIE VEENSTRA will be 43
4238 2nd Concession Road
Sherkston, ON LOS 1RO

10 ROB DE HAAN will be 52
c/o Anchor Home
361 Thirty Road, RR 2, Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2

21 EDDIE VAN ROOTSELAAR will be 24
c/o Beacon Home
653 Broad Street West, Dunnville, ON NIA IT8

30 BERNIE DE VOS will be 42
c/o Anchor Home
361 Thirty Road, RR 2, Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2

-

= -

A NOTE TO PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS

If there are any address or other changes that | need to be aware of please let me know as soon as possible.
Rachel Vis
731 Lincoln Street, Wellandport, Ontario LOR 2J0
tom.rachelvis@gmail.com « 905-329-9476
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May the Wife of the

Annette van der Laan

A minister’s daughter, and a minister’s
wife for thirty-four years

Translated by Pieter Torenvliet
Abbotsford, BC

Minister Please Have a Word?

Note from the translator

Differences of opinion about a minister’s effectiveness
are not unique to a particular time, place, or country. As
we know, the Apostle Paul also experienced those issues in
his ministry. (E.g. see Paul’s letters to the Corinthians and
Galatians.) Do these differences of opinion have to be prob-
lematic? Often not, if they are handled in a transparent
Christian fashion. Unfortunately, problems at a consistory
level can, and often do, impact the family of the pastor. In
the short article that follows, a (Dutch) former minister’s
wife bares her soul after meeting with three others who ex-
perienced similar challenges.

Sin is everywhere, in every church, and therefore we
do well to take note of the hurting that takes place in min-
isters’ families as they bear the burden of criticism direct-
ed at their husband and father. Perhaps this will make us
more circumspect.

The following article was taken and translated from
Nederlands Dagblad, (d.d., Feb. 10, 2017), with the permis-
sion of both the editors and the author of the article.

Nederlands Dagblad article

It’s an ordinary Tuesday. For the first time, four wom-
en have come together under the guidance of a counsellor.
Four very ordinary women who hardly know each other,
but nevertheless, women who share a common bond. These
four women are wives of men who served the church with
heart and soul. Four women who had also eagerly given ev-
erything for the work in the church. Four women who, as a
result of their situations, experienced little privacy, no free
weekends, and had to explain to their children why their
dad was so busy and had so little time for them.

But also, these are four women who wanted to share
this life with the love of their life, because they love their
husbands; they love God; they love people. But being a min-
ister is more than a job, something you find out when you’re
married to one. And that has an effect that impacts one
more than another.

What exactly is their proper place? Who knows? It’s not
their job, but it is their life. May they choose a job of their
own? There are expectations, but those are not spelled out
in the letter of call, and, they are not paid for those expecta-
tions either. But who informs them about that? They called
your husband, but not you.

Look at members of parliament, at doctors. Their
wives experience the same thing. If only their husband had
trained for a different career.

And then something goes sideways. They say her husband
doesn’t function properly. That he doesn’t meet the expecta-
tions of the members of the congregation, of the consistory.

And those men sin, just like members of the congre-
gation; they are after all ordinary people. Men, who cause
disappointment, are one-sided, sometimes lacking in tact,
sometimes unfaithful. They are men who confess their
sins, who want to serve their God with all their heart - but
they themselves are not God! They come to God with their
brokenness and weaknesses. They ask for forgiveness, and
know that God grants them that. Not just like that. . . but
because Jesus has already borne their guilt. What grace!

And thus we're sitting together — defeated and sad. Sad,
on account of our husbands, who suffer equally, but who so
dearly wanted to carry out their love for our good God.

Should God not have placed us in that congregation?
Did he err?

And yes, we know: the congregation, the consistory, are
not God either; they are people too, who know that they sin
every day, just as we all do.

Today we shared with each other that we love people
- people at our work, people at a concert who greet us in a
friendly fashion and who provide us with the feeling that
we are just nice people.

But we hardly dare to go to church anymore. Many
people there aren’t so friendly anymore. They don’t greet us
anymore; they’re disappointed in our husbands, in us. Sud-
denly, we've become lonely.

And the consistories have told us that as minister’s
wife, we should be modest over against others, not to have
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an opinion of our own, and we've accepted that. We don’t
want to be a bother.

In this way the four women have connected with each
other, in the hope that they can help each other.

And what happened? We shared each other’s stories and
we felt happiness in mutual recognition, but also frustration,
sadness, and powerlessness in this mutual recognition.

The Flood Prayer

It might be good to provide a few words along with the
hymn, “The Flood Prayer.” The prayer we pray before someone
is baptized, whether child or adult, is well known and is called
“The Flood Prayer” because of the references to the Great Flood
and to the crossing of the Red Sea. The words are familiar:

Almighty, eternal God, in your righteous judgment

you punished the unbelieving and unrepentant world

with the flood, but in your great mercy saved and pro-
tected the believer Noah and his family. You drowned

the obstinate Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea,

but led your people Israel through the midst of the sea

on dry ground — by which baptism was signified.

This prayer goes back to the medieval, pre-Reformation,
church and is the oldest part of our liturgical forms as found
in Book of Praise. The Reformation did not do away with the
good elements found in medieval liturgy. This prayer was
maintained by Martin Luther in Germany, Leo Jud and Ul-
rich Zwingli in Switzerland, Olevianus in the Palatinate, and
Peter Datheen in The Netherlands.! Today this prayer is also
found, with various modifications, in the Roman Catholic,
Anglican, and Lutheran liturgies. It is a truly catholic prayer.

The references to the Flood and the Red Sea are typo-
logical, i.e., whereas they are first understood to refer to
events in sacred history they are also taken as pointing
to something else in the future - in this case, to baptism.
The Apostle Peter (1 Pet 3:19-21)? interpreted the story of
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Should this have happened in our congregations? Also
for us there should be a sense of security, especially in the
church. Where should we seek that? And, what about our
children? How does this impact on them?

God, have mercy on us, on our congregations. Teach us
to live from forgiveness and grace.

This Tuesday, four women. . . how many more are there?

George van Popta
Minister emeritus of the
Jubilee Canadian Reformed
Church at Ottawa, Ontario
gvanpopta@gmail.com

the Flood in a typological way and the Apostle Paul (1 Cor
10:1, 2)* understood the story of Israel crossing the Red Sea
in a similar way. Both Peter and Paul, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, said God was signifying baptism by way of the Flood
and the Red Sea.

I set the hymn to the Genevan tune for Psalm 103 since
that psalm speaks so beautifully of God’s covenant faithfulness
to parents and their children. As the metrical version has it:

God’s mercy, everlasting and unfailing,

his righteousness, for evermore prevailing,
will rest on those who worship him with awe.
God will be faithful through the generations
to children’s children who with dedication
uphold his cov'nant and obey his laws.

! G. Van Rongen, Our Reformed Church Service Book (Neerlandia: Inheri-
tance Publications, 1995), p. 184.

2 “ . .they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is,
eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which cor-
responds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ.”

3“For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were
allunder the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized

into Moses in the cloud and in the sea....”



The Flood Prayer
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Based on "Prayer Before Baptism," Book of Praise, p. 598

Strasbourg, 1539 / Geneva, 1543
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Go to www.clarionmagazine.ca to print
and colour this picture!

Israel and Judah had many kings after
Solomon. Some of them served God while
other did not. Hezekiah was a king who
served God. He got rid of many idols that
the people were worshipping. While he was l
king, the Assyrians attacked Judah. They had
a very strong army but Hezekiah trusted in
God. He knew that the Assyrians worshipped
idols, and that they did not serve God. Their
king made fun of God and tried to scare

the people into thinking God did not exist.
Hezekiah prayed to God for help and God
saved the Israelites from the Assyrians.

Word Search Double Puzzle

Unscramble the words. Then use the letters

H S N A I R Y S S A
S R to solve the final word!
H v I M B I O U K O SASSANYIR
U E K K HGDULGM 4
K D I S E A D N S O TURST
O A R V H Z C O U L
B O P R A Y E D G O PARDYE
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Assyrians Judah King WSHIPOR
God Prayed Saved
Hezekiah Solomon Worship y 4 K

Idols T2 2 374 5 by Emily Nijenhuis



Classis Central Ontario Press Release —
March 10, 2017

The convening church was Jubilee Church. Their del-
egate elder, Chris van Popta, called the meeting to order
and welcomed the delegates and the guests present in the
gallery. A special welcome was given to minister-elect of
Jubilee church, Rev. Winston Bosch. After some opening
remarks, Br. C. van Popta led the assembly in a time of
Christian devotion to God.

The delegates of Flamborough examined the creden-
tials of the delegates in attendance and found that they
were in order with all primi delegates present.

The executive suggested by the previous classis was ap-
pointed: Rev. A.B. Roukema of Ebenezer as Chairman, El-
der Br. C. van Popta of Jubilee as Vice Chairman, Rev. C.J.
Vandervelde of Rehoboth as Clerk. Classis was declared
constituted, and the executive took their seats at the table.

In memorabilia, the chairman noted the health con-
cerns of several of the retired ministers in our classis, as
well as the work that many of them continue to do. Since
the last classis, Jubilee church, then vacant, has received a
positive outcome to their call to Rev. W. Bosch.

The first order of business attended to was the approba-
tion of the call Jubilee church extended to Rev. W. Bosch of
St. Paul Church in Repentigny, Quebec, a congregation of
I’église réformée du Québec (ERQ). Jubilee submitted the
required documents to Classis for review. Upon finding the
documents complete and in good order, a brotherly collo-
quium took place with Jubilee church’s minister-elect. The
brothers of Classis enjoyed speaking with Rev. Bosch about
his doctrine and knowledge of Reformed church polity.

During a closed session, Classis heartily agreed the
colloquium was satisfactory. This favourable conclusion
was shared with Rev. W. Bosch in open session after which
the Chairman read the Subscription Form for ministers
of Classis Central Ontario. Rev. W. Bosch signed the form
to complete the approbation of his call to Jubilee church.
Rev. George van Popta, pastor emeritus of Jubilee church,
led the assembly in a prayer of thanksgiving, seeking the
Lord’s blessing on Rev. W. Bosch’s transition to Jubilee
church, and his ministry there. Rev. George van Popta was
delegated to attend Rev. W. Bosch’s installation. Rev. W.
Bosch was then invited to take a seat at Classis as a frater-
nal delegate from the ERQ.

Classis adopted the following proposal of Fellowship
church: Upon approval of C.O.W.,, that Blessings Christian
Church of Hamilton be seated at C.C.O. in Sept 2017.
Grounds:

1. The relocation of Blessings Christian Church to Classis
Central Ontario would redress inequities between two
(2) Ontario classes in terms of number of churches and
size of membership.

2. The churches of a newly aligned Classis Central Ontario
could formally collaborate on missional endeavors and
assist each other in discussing methods and strategies
for bringing the gospel to the urban centres of Ontario.

Rev. W. Bosch brought Christian greetings from the ERQ

and shared encouraging words from Scripture. Rev. John

van Popta responded in kind and offered thoughts and
prayers on behalf of C.C.O. to the ERQ. He also asked God
for his grace upon St. Paul during their upcoming vacancy.

Question period according to Article 44 of the Church
Order was held. The chairman asked the churches whether
the ministry of the office bearers is ongoing, whether they
are honouring the decisions of the major assemblies, and
whether there is any matter in which the consistories need
the judgment and help of the classis for the proper govern-
ment of their church. Classis thankfully noted that all the
churches answered: “Yes, yes, and no” respectively.

Classis made appointments according to its conven-
tional schedule. The convening church for the next classis
is Bethel, scheduled for June 16 at Ebenezer church. The
alternate date is set for September 15, 2017. The suggested
officers are Rev. C. Vandervelde (Chairman); Bethel elder
delegate (Vice Chairman), Rev. J.L. van Popta (Clerk).

After a brief question period, the chairman addressed
the assembly and determined that Christian censure ac-
cording to Art. 34 C.O. was not necessary.

The Acts of Classis and the Press Release for Classis
were read and approved for publication after which Rev.
A.B. Roukema closed Classis with a prayer of thanksgiving.

For Classis Central Ontario, March 10, 2017
Elder Chris van Popta, Vice Chairman at the time
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Announcements of Weddings, Anniversaries (especially those with an Open House) should be submitted six weeks in advance.

50™ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Chatham 1967 ~ May 20 ~ 2017 Markdale
May the Lorp bless you from Zion, he who made heaven and earth. Psalm 134:3
With hearts full of joy, and with thankfulness to our Heavenly Father for blessing them and our family with His steadfast love
and faithfulness, we announce the 50" Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and grandparents
BILL and SHAWNIE WILDEBOER (Veenman)
It is our prayer that the Lord will continue to strengthen and uphold them each day anew with His Word and Spirit
so that they may continue in faithful service before Him.
With Love, Ottawa, ON: David and Melissa Wildeboer (Triemstra)
Ottawa, ON: Malcolm and Cindy Wildeboer (Blokhuis) Marika
Ronda and Graeme Jager Callista
Sjanie Esther
Naomi St. George, ON: Juanita and Chris VanBerkel
Anna Matthew
Olivia Ella
Callum Michael
Grand Valley, ON:  Andrew and Janet Wildeboer Nora
Brianna (and Ken Buitenwerf) Hamilton, ON: Tim and Elissa Wildeboer (Faber)
Willem (and Michaela Hutten) Noah
Josiah Lucas
Jenna Zachary
Summer Clara
Greg and Sheri Wildeboer (DeGroot) Kaden
Leah and Henk Brakke Waterdown, ON:  Peter and Nicole Wildeboer (Torenvliet)
Alicyn (and Josh Medemblik) Liam
Thomas Kate
John Joelle
Hamilton, ON: lan and Nadia Wildeboer (Zietsma) James
Jonathan Vineland, ON: Elissa and Ryan VanBerkel
Karlyn Jacob
Caleb Weston
Benjamin Grace
Ava Hamilton, ON: Lydia and Adam VanHof
Mya
Lily
Lorb, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Psalm 90:1
You are invited to celebrate this special occasion with us, the Lord willing, at an Open House on Saturday, May 20, 2017
from 1-3 pm at Campfire! Bible Camp located at 75340 Grey Road 12, Markdale
Mailing Address: 635317 Holland/Euphrasia Townline, RR 3, Markdale, ON NOC |HO
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60™ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY ANNIVERSARIES

1957 ~ May 18 ~ 2017

In all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your
paths straight. Proverbs 3:6

With thankful hearts we will celebrate the
60* Wedding Anniversary of our parents, grandparents
and great-grandparents

GERRY and BRENDA VANMIDDELKOOP
(nee Kiefte)

John and Sita VanMiddelkoop (nee Schutten)
Melanie and John Schoultens
Natalie, Landon, Ethan, Justin, Gavin and Ryan
Tyler and Krista VanMiddelkoop
Kendra, Hannah and Jonathon
Travis and Crystal VanMiddelkoop
Madison, Reuben and Mitchell
Greg and Esther VanMiddelkoop
Jack
Chad VanMiddelkoop
MaryAnn and Brian Kalte
Adam Kalte
Michael Kalte and Kim Werkman

Teresa and Art Schulenberg
Trevor and Corrine Schulenberg
Evan, Thomas, Jace and Owen
Amanda and Marc Rozema
Lincoln and Eden
Ryan and Kristen Schulenberg
Joey and Hunter
Jason and Melody Schulenberg
Elijah and Jackson
Kevin Schulenberg
Scott Schulenberg
Wilma and Ralph Schutten
Darren and Erica Schutten
Alexa and Blake
Chantel and Chris Hessels
Hope and Payton
Brittany and Thomas Wildeboer
Joey and Logan
Brett Schutten and Sarah Crewe
Margaret and Nathan Lee
Natasha and Justin Burch
Nathaniel Lee
Dustin and Rachel Lee

Address:
7910 McLaughlin Road S, HT 408, Brampton, ON L6éY 5V5

Find it all at

www.clarionmagazine.ca

40 Wedding Anniversary

1977 ~ May 20 ~ 2017

We would like to give thanks to God
as our parents and grandparents celebrate their
40* Wedding Anniversary

HARRY and HENNIE LEFFERS
We pray that God may continue to bless you always,

Daryl and Kim Leffers
Brody, Rylan, Chase, Makenna
Tracy and Curtis Gingras
Kayden, Wayde, Ashtyn, Grayde
Rodney and Bailey Leffers
Jordynn
Kelly and Tara Leffers
Alexis, Kathryn, Frank
Rachel and Mitch Pederson
Hailey, Jonathan, Anna
Kurtis Leffers

Mailing address: Box 3044, Smithers, BC V0] 2NO

OBITUARIES

Vollenhove, the Netherlands Grimsby, Ontario
November 2, 1928 March 23, 2017

Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the
body and at home with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8 ESV

REV. JOHANNES “HANS” MULDER
At his appointed time, the Lord in his infinite wisdom took unto
himself his child; our beloved husband, father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather.
Beloved husband of Elizabeth “Lies” Mulder (nee Sollie) and
minister of the Word for nearly 62 years.

Dad was ordained as minister of the Word in 1955 and faithfully,
under God’s blessing, served churches in Gees, the Netherlands;
Carman, Manitoba; Coaldale, Alberta; Cloverdale, British Columbia;
Toronto, Ontario; and Burlington-Waterdown, Ontario.

He will be greatly missed by his wife, children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchild.

Giroux, MB: Carl Mulder

Winnipeg, MB:  Paul and Alinda Mulder
Janessa Mulder
Lorne (D))
Kendall Mulder
Daniel, Julianne

Mailing Address: Shalom Gardens
309 — 12 Bartlett Avenue, Grimsby, Ontario L3M 4N5

May 5, 2017 Wr¥f




OBITUARIES TEACHING POSITIONS

Anlo NL, February 20, 1934 — Vernon BC, March 15, 2017

My help comes from the Lorp, the Maker of heaven and earth. . .
the Lorp will watch over my coming and going both
now and forevermore. Psalm 121
At the appointed time, the Lord, in his infinite wisdom, has taken
home to be with his Lord and Saviour, at the age of 83 years.

DERK REINTJE AIKEMA
Beloved husband of Mary Aikema for 58 years.

Dear father and grandfather to:
John
Harley (Madeleine)
Sophia, Michelle, Jordan and Emily
Mike and Tracey’s daughter
Brianna (George)
Paul
Sarah
Betty (Ron)
Debbie
Adrien, Kyle and Connor
Stephen
Elissa, Rachel and Ryan
Tony
Summer
He was preceded in death by son and daughter-in-law
Mike and Tracey, and daughter-in-law, Christine.

Mary Aikema’s mailing address:
6530 Old Kamloops Road, Vernon, BC VIH P8

C-O-N-E-N-AN-T

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

The Canadian Reformed School Society of London and District,
operating Covenant Christian School, is inviting applications
from qualified individuals to fill the following position:

FULL TIME GRADE 7/8 TEACHER

The successful applicant will begin teaching in the
2017/2018 school year.

Applicants must be a communicant member in good standing of a
Canadian/American Reformed Church or any church with whom
we have sister church relations or ecclesiastical fellowship.

What we offer:

* Positive Christian work environment

» Student population of approximately 130, grades K-8

» Supportive school community with excellent volunteer base

* Competitive salary (we follow the salary grid of the League of
Canadian Reformed School Societies)

For more information please contact the Principal:
Mr. Shawn Wolski
Phone: 519-203-0266 or email: ccslondon@rogers.com

Letters of application (including Statement of Faith and
Philosophy of Reformed Education) may be sent to:
Mrs. Lynda Schouten, Secretary of the Education Committee
66 Meadowlily Road N, London, ON N5W IB6
Phone: 519-871-9618 or email: ccsedcomm@gmail.com

February 20, 1934 — March 15, 2017
At the Lord’s appointed time He has taken into glory

DICK AIKEMA

Beloved husband of Mary Aikema
Dear brother-in-law and uncle to
Abbotsford, BC: Jean Breukelman

Klaas VanderLinde

Jennie and John Dekker

Jackie De Vries

and many nephews and nieces

Corresponding address: Mary Aikema
6530 Old Kamloops Road, Vernon, BC VIH IP8

Yy[3 May5, 2017

PROVIDENCE REFORMED COLLEGIATE

invites applications for definite openings in 2017-18 for

SCIENCE, MATH, and ENGLISH TEACHERS

Providence is a vibrant Christian high school in Komoka,
serving 100 students from Reformed communities across
southwestern Ontario. We are currently expanding our facilities
to meet the needs of our varied program and projected growth
in enrolment. Our faculty of eleven teachers form a
creative and collaborative team.

If you are an experienced teacher ready for a change or
enthusiastic new teacher, we encourage you to apply.
Successful applicants will be able to articulate a strong vision
for covenantal Christian education and provide evidence of
competent teaching.

Please submit a cover letter, résumé, statement of faith,
philosophy of education, and letters of reference
(including one from your pastor or elder).

Please direct inquiries and/or applications to:
Mr. Mike Vander Deen, Principal
Providence Reformed Collegiate
93 Queen Street, Komoka, ON NOL IR0
P: 519-471-0661
F: 519-471-7632
mvanderdeen@providencerc.com




TEACHING POSITIONS

The Board of Coaldale Christian School invites applications
for various positions in the

ELEMENTARY LEVEL
as well as in

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH and
HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE

Preference will be given to applicants with a Bachelor of
Education degree who would be able to teach a variety of
subjects and/or grade levels. We encourage students graduating
in 2018 to submit letters of interest for future consideration.

Coaldale Christian School offers Kindergarten to Grade 12
education and currently has a student body of 191. We anticipate
significant growth over the next several years resulting in an
increased number of elementary classes.

To submit an application or to receive further information about
our school or about our area, please contact:
Mr. Stuart Boeve: Board Chairman
Phone: 403-223-4916, email: sdboeve @shockware.com
Mr. Joop Harthoorn: Principal
Phone: 403-345-4891, email: joop.harthoorn@coaldalecs.com

Application may be sent to: Mr. Stuart Boeve
Coaldale Christian School
2008 — 8 Street, Coaldale, AB TIM ILI

The Board of Credo Christian School
SHEIFTIAN in Woodbridge, Ontario invites applications for a

TEACHER
and

TEACHING PRINCIPAL

Credo offers grades K-8, with an enrolment of approximately
50 students, serving the areas of Brampton and Toronto.

The school is blessed with exceptional community involvement
which enhances the academic, musical, and athletic programs
that we are able to offer. Our students consistently meet with
success and are taught to take up their calling as covenant
children of the Lord.

If you are interested in working in a collaborative environment
and in helping us maintain high standards we would love to hear
from you.

Credo offers a special compensation outside of the grid for
teaching in a higher cost of living area.
For more information please contact the Chair of the Board
John VanDyk
Phone: 416-991-6827, email: john.bonzailandscaping@rogers.com
Members of a Canadian Reformed Church or a sister church
should send a letter of application stating qualifications,
experience, and references, as well as a personal statement of
philosophy of Christian education to the
Chair of the Education Committee
Annette Keep
Phone: 289-654-0620, email: annette.keep @gmail.com

“...for living a life of Christian discipleship in contemporary society”
/\ Dufferin Christian School
R e \ Carman, Manitoba
D(‘::; invites applications for TWO Full-time
f s e ] current openings at the
ELEMENTARY LEVEL (Middle Years)

Duties to commence August 1, 2017

DCS is able to apply for Limited Teacher Permits for those who have
the three-year CCRTC Teachers College diploma or for those who have
a Bachelors Degree (or a degree and a CCRTC certificate).

If you’ve always wanted to be a teacher, why not send us a note and
we can explore options together.

DCS is a growing K-12 Reformed school with 220 students with
an anticipated increase in enrollment of 20% over the next four
years. It is located 45 minutes southwest of Winnipeg, Manitoba
and offers a highly supportive community, attractive facilities,
competitive wages and a friendly atmosphere.
Applicants must be communicant members of a Canadian
Reformed Church or a Church with whom these churches have
ecclesiastical fellowship (URCNA, OPC, RCUS, FRCA, etc.), must
be able or willing to obtain a Manitoba Professional Teacher’s
Certificate and be committed to the school’s mission statement.
Applications should be sent to
Dufferin Christian School
Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada ROG 0J0
Attention: Mr. Chris deBoer
or emailed to: principal @dufferinchristian.ca
For more information, please contact
Principal: Mr. Chris deBoer
principal @dufferinchristian.ca / 204-745-2278
Chairman: Mr. Harwin Bouwman
harwinb@]live.com
Website www.dufferinchristian.ca

Find it all at

www.clarionmagazine.ca

The Board of Credo Christian High School
invites 2016-2017 academic year applications for a

PART-TIME CARPENTRY AND JOINERY
TEACHING POSITION

British Columbia affords teaching opportunities to those with
Professional Certificates (B.ED), undergraduate degrees
(Subject Restricted), and School and Subject Restricted

Certification in the Area of Industrial Education
(Diploma and Red Seal > designation)

For further details please contact
Mr. Kent Dykstra, Principal
K. Dykstra@CredoCHS.com

May 5, 2017 Wiij




TEACHING POSITIONS

o RS The Board of Covenant Canadian
é‘ﬁ‘a)h Reformed School invites applications
ov for the 2017/2018 school year for the

Canadiam Kefprmod Sl
following full-time positions:

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
and

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER

Covenant Canadian Reformed School (CCRS) is a vibrant
K-12 school community with a current student population of
242. We are situated 3 km from the hamlet of Neerlandia and
approximately 25 km north of the Town of Barrhead. Between
these two locations there are three Canadian Reformed
congregations and one United Reformed congregation.

CCRS is located about an hour and a half north of the cities of
Edmonton and St. Albert. We anticipate growth over the next
number of years and are currently planning for future expansion.
We encourage energetic, qualified (or soon to be qualified)
educators, committed to Reformed education, to apply. Under
our Father’s blessing of a broad, highly supportive membership
base and current levels of government funding in Alberta, we are
able to offer a very attractive wage and benefit package.

All interested individuals can apply by submitting a resume, a
statement of faith, a philosophy of education, and references.
Please visit our school’s website at www.covenantschool.ca
Applications can be sent in writing to
3030 TWP RD 615A, County of Barrhead, AB TOG IR2
or to the Board secretary, Mrs. Karen Breukelman
secretary@covenantschool.ca
If you would like further information about the school
and the area please contact the
Board chairman: Mr. Wes Werkman
780-674-2814, chairman@covenantschool.ca
or the principal: Mr. Mike Nederveen
780-674-4774 (school), principal @covenantschool.ca

Heritage Christian School
invites applications for the following teaching
positions for the 2017/2018 academic year:

ELEMENTARY
FRENCH SPECIALIST TEACHER

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS
SECONDARY FRENCH TEACHER
SECONDARY MATH TEACHER
SPECIAL NEEDS ASSISTANT

HCS
- in the heart of Ontario’s beautiful Niagara Peninsula

a student body of 630 students from K to 12

a dedicated and supportive Reformed Christian
community

a cohesive, professional faculty and staff of 60 persons
beautiful, modern facilities, recently expanded and
renovated.

We seek

- Qualified applicants who seek to serve Jesus Christ in the area
of Christian education and who submit to Holy Scripture as
confessed in the Reformed creeds.
Committed professionals who positively lead students to a life
of dedicated service to our Lord.
Enthusiastic, dedicated rookies or seasoned veterans looking
for a positive change.

How to join us
Submit a résumé, with a statement of your philosophy of
education, a statement of faith, and references, including one
from your current pastor.

Please forward inquiries and/or applications to:
Mr. Brian C. Bosch, Principal
Heritage Christian School
2850 Fourth Avenue, Box 400
Jordan Station, Ontario, Canada LOR 1S0
Phone: 905-562-7303, Fax: 905-562-0020
Email: principal @hcsjordan.ca
Website: www.hcsjordan.ca

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lorp. Psalm 127:33

DAVESAUTO
SALES  SERVICE

Dave and Maaike Buist

7109 Canborough Road, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W1
Phone: 905-774-3111

www.davesauto.ca

Operating since 1996

Office 905.957.5000
Direct 905.517.1451

www.markv.ca
markv@royallepage.ca

Helping people on the move in the Smithville, Grimsby, Lincoln and Dunnville areas

vy 8 May 5, 2017




TEACHING POSITIONS

* We give thanks to God that we have filled one of
’ a our advertised high school positions.
ﬁ However due to expansion and a departing staff
ECRS member the Board of the Ebenezer Canadian
Reformed School (ECRS)
invites expressions of interest and applications for the 2017-2018
school year for:

A FULL-TIME HIGH SCHOOL POSITION
TWO FULL-TIME ELEMENTARY POSITIONS

A KINDERGARTEN TEACHER (half-time)

The successful high school applicant will be teaching humanities
and social sciences. For the elementary positions we welcome
enquiries for both primary and upper elementary. The
kindergarten position is a half time position.

Applicants need to be professed members in good standing of a
Canadian Reformed Church, United Reformed Church, or sister
church. They must have or be able to obtain a
BC teaching certificate. We can help with that process.

If you are qualified and interested but not sure about teaching
in Smithers, contact us to discuss arranging a complimentary
flight from anywhere in Canada.

If you have questions please call or email the principal,
Derek Stoffels
at work: 250-847-3492, principal @ebenezerschool.com.

To apply please email your application to the principal.
Check http://www.smithers.ca/ or

http://www.tourismsmithers.com/ for information on the
community the school is located in.

“Assisting parents in equipping our children. . . to function as
prophets, priests, and kings in this world.”

SUBSCRIBE 1o CLARION

www.clarionmagazine.ca

REMIX

Real Estate Centre Inc. Brokerage
Independently owned and operated

&

L

Your gateway to the Guelph, Cambridge, and K/W areas.

Kristin & Anita

Office: 519 836 6365
Fax: 519 836 7975

238 Speedvale Ave. W.
Guelph ONN1H 1C4

Anita Van Rootselaar
Sales Representative

Direct: 519 831 2144

anita@KristinandAnita.ca

Immediate Position
v

I
,‘ @ CHRISTIAN PART TIME COUNSELOR
- CQUNSELLING Lambeth, Ontario (8-12 hours)

If you want the opportunity to utilize your skills
and passions for helping provide hope and healing in the
context of a soul-caring, professional, Christian community,
this job just might be right for you.

Established in 1990, Christian Counselling Centre is a
non-profit organization providing care for human souls.
Our passion is to help others live deeply from their hearts
and experience relational transformation.

Christian Counselling Centre provides biblically-
based counselling and support to individuals and faith
communities. Christian Counselling Centre also provides
various other opportunities for personal growth, deep
encouragement and Christian spiritual formation. For those
wanting to work closely in a team setting, we are currently
looking to expand our existing counseling staff.

All candidates must:

» Have a Master’s Degree in Counselling, Counselling and
Guidance, Psychology or other behavioural science from
an accredited university.

o Agree with the Statement of Faith of Christian
Counselling Centre.

» Have a strong, growing faith in Jesus Christ.

» Be currently involved in a local Christian church
community.

» Demonstrate strong organizational skills (detail-oriented).

» Have a working knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite and
Client Management software.

The ideal candidate will also have:

» Experience, education or training in a Biblical counseling
model.

» Three or more years of counselling experience.

« Specialty in counselling Sexual Assault victims and
younger children.

« Ability to work with men’s issues.

If you are interested in applying for this position,
please email the following information to:
info@christiancounsellingcenter.ca
1. Cover letter and Resume
2. Your personal Statement of Faith

We appreciate all applicants’ interest; however, only those
selected for an interview will be contacted.

NOW AVAILABLE ON LINE

Premier’s Book Brochure

Visit: www.premierpublishing.ca

May 5, 2017 @ik’




TRUCKING INC.
CAISTOR CENTRE, ON

We are currently looking for

AZ COMPANY DRIVERS
to run flatbed from Ontario to the United States
Jonker Trucking is a family-run, Christian-oriented company.
Over length experience an asset, but not required.
Training available.
Drivers will be:
« Home Every Weekend
 No Sunday Driving
Please contact Tim for more information
tim@jonkertrucking.com
Phone 905-957-9960 / Fax 905-957-9962
7728 Silver Street, Caistor Centre, ON LOR 2EO

MARANATHA

GARDENS
@ging in Place Chuistian Community.

Maranatha Gardens
Investment Opportunity

Located on New Street in Burlington
beside Maranatha Homes. Offermg
promissory notes at 4%. .
For further information:

Hank Gelderman ¢ 905-546-6736
hgelderman@gelderman.com

John Glasbergen * 289-260-1739
jiglasbergen@sympatico.ca

FAITHLINK "

Meeting you where it matters.

For years we've personalized funeral care with
sensitivity to the Reformed, Christian faith and heritage.

Today, we offer Faith-Link Funeral Care to a widened
service area. We can meet with you in the comfort of
your own home to complete funeral arrangements. We
can also bring our staff, equipment and supplies to your
church building, making it easier for you to spend valued
time with family and friends.

In such a critical time in your life, having a trusted,
familiar and convenient option is invaluable.

KITCHING
STEEPE&LUDWIG

[ [WI(FEIRITITa
ROYALLEPAGE . Peter i
mmmiips  Buitenwerf b

Sales Representative
Personal, Professional Service
since 1987

Email: peterb@royallepage.ca
Website: peterb.ca

Direct: 905-973-3198

H May 5, 2017

ReformedBookServices

PROMOTING GODLINESS, REVIVAL & REFORMATION

A GREAT SELECTION OF CHRISTIAN BOOKS AT LOW PRICES
STORE HOURS: Mon.: 10-5; Thurs.: 10-9; Fri.: 10-5; Sat.: 10-3

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A, Brantford, ON N3R 8A3, Canada
Tel. 519.304.4709 * Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca



WITH SO MUCH ON THE LINE
YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO COMPROMISE

Call our EXPERIENCEDTEAM Toll free:
for a quote Today!

BUSINESS « HOME « FARM « AUTO ¢ LIFE « GROUP BENEFITS

Think you can change
the world w:th a melody'?

V\ﬁe do.

CHANGE can be big, like symphony orchestra
?&Qr._ﬁ can be small, like living room jam
JSSession small. It's about what you choose to do
. on the orte hand, and who you are on the other.
f We are more than our jobs, and God has
a calling for each of us, wherever we go.
That changes everything. Including you.
.-'. 4 . Ty,

roors ! , -
Py

UNTVERSITY COLLEGE A deg@e you canbelieve in. o redeemer.ca

May 5, 2017




5 Investment

SO N|Ce -l-O Come HOME -|-O v‘) l’lanning Counsel” Financial Planning Professionals

*RR.SPs/RR.IFs/GIC.s
* Mutual Funds / Term Deposits
* Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness, Long-Term Care, Group)

* Residential Mortgages

Roland Van Andel . ) . .
EPC * Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs)

* Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs)
* Tax Free Savings Accounts

* Financial / Estate / Succession Planning

* Retiring Allowances / Severances

¢ Health Plans and Travel Insurance

Derek J. Lanting
CFP, CPCA

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario L9H 6P3

Phone: 905-628-9666 * Fax: 905-628-1035 ¢ Toll Free: 1-866-856-5910
Email: rvanandel @ipcc.org * derek.lanting@ipcc.org

MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

CHRISTIAN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

We welcome you to experience the vitality and fellowship of
our Christian independent living community. G rf‘.,
i~

REAIX Aldercenter Realty
905.385.3505 é

337 Stone Church Road, Hamilton, Ontario

Verne Stel e

3

info@vernestel com

ALLEY Vizunlly cotmeeting ol of yowr rmarketing! Office  ED4.857.1100
FASHIONS

valleyfashions.com Cell 604866 0807
Toll Free 1.888.341.1100

1 Fraser Hwy, Aldengnove, BC W 301

Portable, durable, washable
fabrics & re-usable hardware:
e Custom Table Covers

e Custom Tents

* Bowhead Flags

e Media Walls

e Custom Banners

e Trade Show Displays

® Retractable Banners

¢ Event Fencing

¢ Corporate Apparel

JPC Chartered  Professional  Accountants
offer a total tax and accounting service with
a speciahization in privately owned
businesses. Thinking of when its right w
incorporate? Or how you can income split?
How to sell vour business? Or how to pass it
on to your children tax efficiently? Or do
vou require professionally prepared
corporate or personal income tax returns
and fAnancial statements? With a

professional accounting designation and a
Masters in Tax equivalent come explore the

opportunites for you and your business with JOEL D JAGT
us here at JPC, (HONSIB.COMM, CPA. CGA
PARTNER

HoONEST. TIMELY. THOROUGH. oeiiarataktionals 22

1 (005 870 0137
Contact us fo sef nfy a free 1.2 hour stralegic tax and accounting consnliaiion
Serevug the greaber Boorfington, Howdiion awd Niagarm Regon

For INFORMATION & PRICING, contact: P
E/’WM&/’/’@ Phone: 905-741-5218 C

bmorris@valleyfashions.com

May 5, 2017




Can you spot
the difference?

Neither can we! Since 1981, we have been the definitive source for Reformed teacher
training, graduating teachers of the same calibre as accredited schools. Yet our teachers
do not receive the same credentials. It’s time for that to change. With your help, our
graduates will be able to receive Bachelor of Education degrees, allowing them to teach
across the country while expanding the reach of Reformed values in education.

Please help us achieve accreditation!

today at supportcovenant.com

P¢ CoveNaN{

CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS COLLEGE

“. 2l the ot griration...”

PSALM 78:4

May 5, 2017




¥
Serving Abbotsford, Chilli

Jonathan Gelderman /- =% ¢
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION @E‘@@

Let me put my 1,000+ sales experience to
work for you! Call G04-748-7C58

RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty - 26641 Fraser Hwy. Aldergrove, BC V4W 3L1 | jonathan@gelderman.ca

THERMAL PROCESS
& CLIMATE SYSTEM
SERVICES

Combustion Techs is a progressive service provider
located in Kent Bridge, ON. At Combustion Techs we
specialize in service and maintenance of combustion

equipment and thermal systems in both industrial and
commercial applications throughout southwestern Ontario
and surrounding area. We are currently seeking to expand
our team and are taking applications.

The successful applicant will be able to work independently
as well as be a team player and be willing to travel with
some or all of the qualifications listed.

Successful Applicants Qualifications:

Gas/0il Technician 1 or 2

313A Refrigeration

447A Instrumentation

442A Electrician

Minimum 5 years of experience
ODP Card

Please submit your application to
Hans Kuivenhoven at hansk@combustiontechs.com.
If you have any questions
feel free to call Hans @ 226-346-4328.

The right team can
save you time,
money and stress!

Call us today for your own customized
home-buying solutions!

SECURE RIGHT FINANCING!

MORTGAGE
@ INTELLIGENCE

Brokerage #10428 HO: 877.667.5483

Jerry Bosscher, amp
MORTGAGE BROKER

jerrybosscher.ca

May 5, 2017

jerry.bosscher@migroup.ca ’
905.635.4269 ; !

4\ Faber & Oostdyk

LAWYERS

Sean Oostdyk

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY

folaw.ca
info@folaw.ca

905.681.7800

&

Suttoit

Nicole Werkman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

nicolewerkman.com
nwerkman@sutton.com

866.630.8070

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc, Brokerage

PM 40063293



