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GUEST EDITORIAL

No, I am not writing about a lady blessed with such a 
name, but about the most Gracious Lady ever: the doctrine 
that salvation and life come to us by no other way than by grace 
alone. And by no other merit than the merit of Jesus Christ. 
Is that really alive among us? I hope it is, but sometimes I 
wonder. I think it’s often threatened, not only in the aca-
demic world but also on the pulpit.  

New Perspective on Paul
Let me talk first a bit about that academic world. For 

the last forty years, the doctrines of grace were thought to 
be threatened by a movement within scholarly circles called 
the New Perspective on Paul. The idea was that for centu-
ries we have been reading Paul’s writings quite wrongly. We 
had read him entirely through the lens of the Reformation, 
imagining that Paul’s struggles were the same as Luther’s, 
and that the Pharisees in the New Testament period were 
exactly the same as the Roman Catholics of the Reforma-
tion period. Luther and Calvin often equated their contem-
porary opponents with the opponents of Jesus and Paul, 
and the church has made the same mistake since, said men 
like E.P. Sanders, N.T. Wright, and James Dunn. Instead, 
when we read the gospels and Paul’s letters on their own 
terms, they maintained, we see that they are not about 
people trying to earn salvation by works; rather the point 
of controversy is about certain works which were consid-
ered significant because they were thought necessary in or-
der to be Jewish. When you translate that to Christianity, 
the question became not “are there certain works you need 
to do to be saved?” but “are there certain (Jewish) works 
you need to do to become part of Christianity? The dis-
pute, they said, was all about whether Gentiles who became 
Christians had to do things like circumcision, fasting, and 
sabbath observance. Against his opponents, they say, Paul 
is saying: “No, faith is the only thing that matters.”

All of this has produced a mountain of scholarly discus-
sions in the form of books and articles, creating a resur-
gence of interest in New Testament studies. Why? Because 
it was thought that the first-century issue was not about 
the relation between grace and works after all. The Jewish 
people had that matter figured out quite well, they said. 
Paul was not just all about salvation by grace through faith. 
The Reformed confessions seemed to need major revision. 
And so, no lack of volumes rolled out. Least among all these 
studies was also my 2008 dissertation*, in which I reviewed 
a key passage of Paul, namely, Romans 4. You see, my doc-
toral supervisor, Dr. Stephen Westerholm of McMaster 
University, had maintained that this was the passage which 
proved the New Perspective writers wrong. So, in this book, 
I reviewed the works of scholars who were in favour of the 
new approach to Paul and scholars who were against, and 
then offered my own analysis of the debate and the passage 
of Scripture. But in this article now, I don’t want to talk 
about that book. I just want to assure you that, in my judge-
ment, the battle is over and Grace is alive and well in the 
scholarly world. The Reformed confessions are on the mark.

Beyond the New Perspective
How so? Well, we are now in a period being called “Be-

yond the New Perspective” and scholars are suggesting that 
there are elements that are true in both the traditional ap-
proach and the New Perspective. Perhaps scholars in earlier 
days did not pay enough attention to issues of race, and how 
the doctrine of justification by faith through grace was for-
mulated especially in the context of Paul’s work among the 
Gentiles. And to suggest that every person in the New Tes-
tament is busy with the question “how do I get to heaven?” 
might be an exaggeration. But, on the other hand, to suggest 
that the issue in the New Testament is only about race and 
not about grace is quite wrong, a growing number of scholars 
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are now rightly saying. It has been shown that the Judaism of the New 
Testament was not unlike the semi-pelagianism that preceded the Refor-
mation; so the issues were very similar. John M.G. Barclay, in a delight-
ful, weighty book called Paul and the Gift1  rightly concludes that both the 
traditional approach and the New Perspective were on to something. The 
issue in Romans is not just the sinfulness of all humanity and the possi-
ble pretension that one might have some degree of meritorious works to 
boast about (Rom 3), but also a possible arrogance based on ethnic differ-
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ence (Rom 2). The judgement of God will “take no account of 
the ethnic differences between Jew or Greek (2:6-11, p. 467). 
Paul’s point then truly is that works don’t merit anything 
before God. Earning salvation is a dead end, but being Jew-
ish or having covenant status does not merit either. Race is 
irrelevant. All that really matters is the free grace of a God who 
has given the gift of grace in Christ. The Giver regards neither 
ethical nor ethnic privilege when he graciously bestows life 
in Christ. New life “is experienced by human beings only in-
asmuch as they share in, and draw from, a life whose source 
lies outside of themselves, the life of the risen Christ” (501).

What does it mean? It means that in the scholarly 
world, Grace is alive and well. It means that in the eccle-
siastical world, preachers can and should pull out all the 
stops when it comes to preaching Grace. Not that Reformed 
preachers haven’t, but I think sometimes it’s not just aca-
demics that might make them reserved, but it might be the 
folks in the pew or perhaps in the elders’ bench.

For example, we often say that what we need is a bal-
ance between law and grace, and preaching that has that 
balance. But the gospel is not fifty percent law and fifty 
percent grace. And preaching does not need to strike this 
balance. That approach betrays the fact that we have not 
sufficiently abandoned the legalism whereby we attempt 
to make ourselves right with God by what we do or do not 
do. Rather than being a balance between grace and law, we 
need to see that “it is the good news of grace that results in 
grateful lives of godliness”2 Paul says in Romans 3:20, “No 
one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law 
commands”(NLT), and then begins to talk about justifica-
tion by faith through grace alone (Rom 4, 5, 6). He hits the 
nail on the head when he points out (very contrary to his 
opponents) that “you are not under law, but under grace” 
(6:14). If there is a context in which the law functions pro-
ductively for the people of God, it may be in terms of expos-
ing sin (Rom 7:7) and in terms of living out the life of grace 
(Rom 13:8f.), but it has no role to play in terms of our deliv-
erance. Likewise, in the second part of the catechism, the 
only place the law comes up in any way is when it describes 
the obedience of Christ (LD 23) – we are saved through his 
obedience to the law, not ours. Likewise, the catechism is not 
attempting to put us back under law when it discusses the 
ten commandments in LD 34-44; rather, it’s trying to show 
us how the Christ who has redeemed us (LD 6-31) “also re-
news us by his Holy Spirit to be his image. . .”(LD 32). Just 
as God sought to keep the people whom he had freed from 
slavery (Exod 20:2) away from sin by giving them the ten 
words of the covenant, so he does with respect to those who 

have been freed in Christ. The law is useful as a gauge of the 
Christian life, but only the grace of God in Christ can give 
us and keep us in that Christian life.   

Perhaps what we keep tripping over is the fact that in 
our circles we often speak about conditions of the covenant, 
and we do talk about promises and demands of the covenant. 
Here too Barclay can be helpful. Whereas the modern idea 
is that in order for something to be free and of grace, it has 
to be without any expectation of any kind of payback in re-
turn, Barclay points out that this is not how Paul or any 
of the ancients understood grace. In a patron-client society, 
there was always the expectation of some kind of return to 
the giver. So too the apostle. The God who freely gives his 
grace does expect a return on his most gracious gift. It is 
intended to lead to “the obedience of faith,” which refers 
also the faithful service that flows out of faith. The clearest 
expression of that is perhaps in Titus 2:11-13: “The grace 
of God. . . teaches us to say ‘no’ to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives 
in the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope – the 
glorious appearance of our great God and Savior. . . .” As 
Barclay puts it in a compact sentence, Paul “simultaneously 
emphasizes the incongruity of grace and the expectation 
that those who are ‘under grace’ (and wholly refashioned 
by it) will be reoriented in the ‘obedience of faith’” (562). 
So we can refer to that as “conditions of the covenant” if we 
like, but we must never understand those to be conditions 
that grant us entrance or earn us merit. It is thoroughly and 
always a covenant of grace. 

In truth, we owe everything to that lovely lady named 
Grace. The basis for our redeemed status is not even mi-
nutely due to merit, or race, or covenant status, or church 
membership, or anything else in all creation other than 
Grace – the grace of God in Christ. It’s not works. It’s not 
race. It’s Grace. Even as God continues to work in us and 
through us, it’s his grace that is operative in us.

So preachers really need to be wedded to Grace; every 
comfort, every admonition has to be placed in the context of 
the grace of God that comes to the undeserving of every race. 
As Hebrews put it, strikingly, in 12:15 (NIV84), “See to it that 
no one misses the grace of God. . . .” Preach it, brothers!

1 My review of Paul and the Gift (Eerdmans, 2015) will appear in a fu-
ture edition of Unio cum Christo: International Journal of Reformed The-
ology and Life.
2 Bryan Chappell, Unlimited Grace: the Heart Chemistry that Frees from 
Sin and Fuels the Christian Life (Crossway, 2016) loc. 1699. C
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MATTHEW 13:52

TREASURES, NEW & OLD

The Darkness is My 
Closest Friend 
“You have taken my companions and loved ones from me; the darkness 
is my closest friend.” Psalm 88:18

This meditation was originally published 
in this magazine in 2005.

 
The Psalms are often shocking in 

their honesty. They show us that some-
times God’s children have difficult 
lives. Now of all the Psalms, Psalm 88 
is the darkest. Unlike the other Psalms, 
this one does not end on a note of hope, 
praise, or thankfulness. Heman con-
cludes his Psalm with the words, “The 
darkness is my closest friend.”

A friend is someone with whom you 
share deeply. Friends are faithful when 
others are not. They celebrate the joys 
of life with you and mourn with you in 
your grief. In this Psalm, Heman con-
cludes by saying that the darkness is 
his closest friend. He says this because 
his soul is full of trouble (v. 3). He is also 
estranged from others (v. 4-5). This iso-
lation is explained in verse 8 where he 
says, “You have taken from me my clos-
est friends and have made me repulsive 
to them.” In verse 18 he picks up on this 
again, “You have taken my companions 
and loved ones from me.”

On top of this he is also isolated 
and estranged from God. In verse 6 he 
tells us that the Lord’s wrath lies heav-
ily upon him. He’s overwhelmed by 
God’s anger and it puts him in the dark-
est depths. In verse 14 he takes it a step 
further, saying that God has rejected 
him and hid his face from him. And in 
verse 16 he says that God’s terrors have 
destroyed him.  

Heman experiences a deep terror 
and sorrow, and is utterly alone. There 
is no one who really understands, no 
one who really cares, no one who can 
help. When he looks at his life he says, 
“Yeah, I’ve got one friend. His name is 
darkness.” He is living in his own pri-
vate little hell, and no one really cares.

This is an appalling Psalm because 
it describes the life of a believer. Psalm 
88 was inspired by the Holy Spirit, and 
included in the Bible. God is telling us 
here that even though he comes to us 
with a message of hope, peace, and joy, 
these are not the experience of every 
believer. Sometimes Christians suf-
fer intensely in a broken world. Some 
Christians are depressed and suicidal; 
they feel abandoned by family and 
friends and even by God himself. Some 
Christians feel that the darkness is 
their only friend.  

If you have ever felt that the dark-
ness is your closest friend, the Lord is 
saying to you: that does not mean that 
you are not a Christian. Psalm 88 con-
fronts us with the reality that being in a 
covenant relationship with God doesn’t 
mean we will escape the brokenness of 
a fallen world.  

So how are we to move forward if 
we find ourselves in Heman’s situation? 
In the first place we should appreciate 
the darkness of this Psalm. Those peo-
ple who are deeply depressed or trou-
bled can find real solace in this Psalm 
because it gives an accurate portrayal of 

their feelings. By including this Psalm 
in the Bible, God shows us that he re-
ally does understand the most desper-
ate cries of the human heart. Even if 
there is no one else who understands, 
He does.  

We should also notice that Heman 
takes his darkness to the Lord. In 
verse 1 he says, “O Lord, the God who 
saves me, day and night I cry out be-
fore you. May my prayer come before 
you; turn your ear to my cry.” God is 
teaching us here that if we are severely 
depressed, suicidal, anxious, or if we 
are surrounded by terrors, then we 
can take that to him and he will help 
us. This is an important thing to bear 
in mind. Sometimes we face the seduc-
tive temptation to turn our back on 
God. If we have sinned terribly or if we 
are severely depressed, we can think 
that the Lord doesn’t care about us any 
longer. But in Psalm 88 God teaches us 
there is still hope. Our Father hears 
with patience and mercy the most 
desolate cries that come to him. He 
never minimizes or mocks or misun-
derstands our struggle. The darkness 
doesn’t blind his eyes, or prevent his 
care. The Lord wants us to understand 
that there is no thought so distorted, 
no emotion so powerful, no circum-
stance so horrible, no action so twist-
ed that it stands outside the reach of 
the Redeemer and his grace. He prom-
ises, “Never will I leave you; never will 
I forsake you” (Heb 13:5). 

Dirk Poppe
Minister of the Free Reformed 

Church of Southern River, Australia
 dpoppe@frca.org.au 
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The reason God hears our cries is 
because of his Son Jesus Christ. When 
Christ was in this world, he suffered 
very intensely. He too was despised 
and mocked. He too was abandoned by 
family and friends. He experienced a 

darkness and terror much deeper than 
what we experience, for he was sub-
ject to the full wrath of God against 
sin. Our Lord Jesus was rejected and 
forsaken by his Father. The Bible tells 
us that Christ has suffered and been 

tempted in every way as we are (Heb 
4:15). But He came through his darkest 
hour victorious. He defeated sin and 
the devil and so is able to set his people 
free. It is for Christ’s sake that God will 
hear us and help us.  C

This summer the ninth general meeting of the Inter-
national Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC) will be 
coming to Jordan Station, Ontario, from July 13–19. The 
Immanuel United Reformed Church will be acting as the 
host church on behalf of the federation of United Reformed 
Churches in North America. The Heritage Christian School 
will serve as the site for daily meetings and meals.

Seeing that there are many member churches in the Ni-
agara area (Canadian Reformed, United Reformed, Free Re-
formed, Heritage Reformed, and Orthodox Presbyterian), 
the delegates and official observers will be housed in local 
homes. No doubt it will prove to be an enriching interna-
tional experience for both guests and hosts.

The gathering will be proceeded by a Prayer Service that 
will be held, the Lord willing, in the Immanuel United Re-
formed Church (2850 Fourth Ave) on Wednesday evening 
at 7:30 p.m., July 12, 2017. The Rev. Raymond Sikkema will 
be the preacher.

On Thursday morning at 9:00 a.m. the meetings will 
commence. At the moment the ICRC is composed of thir-
ty-two member Presbyterian and Reformed churches from 
around the world. Each continent is almost equally repre-
sented. Three new churches from Australia, Myanmar, and 
Uganda are applying for membership.

Various speakers have also been invited to speak in the 
evening and the public is invited to attend. On Thursday eve-
ning, July 13, the Rev. Hiralal Solanki will be speaking on “A 
Brief Overview of Christian Missions in India.” On Friday 
evening, July 14, the Rev. Dr. Derek Thomas will be speaking 
on John Calvin’s preaching and the book of Job. On Monday 
evening, July 17. Prof. Dr. Matthew Ebenezer of India will be 
speaking on “Bringing the Reformed Faith to India.” Finally, 
on Tuesday evening, July 18, the Rev. Dr. Joel Beeke will be 
speaking on “Reformed Piety: Covenantal and Experiential.”

During the day the Conference will be dealing with a 
number of reports on theological education, foreign mis-
sions, diaconal aid, website development, as well as the re-
gional conferences. Panel discussions will also be held on 
theological education and growing future leaders for the Re-
formed faith, the ministry of mercy and the Reformed faith, 
bringing the Reformed faith to Asia, the future of the ICRC. 
In addition, constitutional matters will be on the agenda, 
as will new member applications and introductions, publica-
tions, and financial matters.

The topic of the next meeting of the Conference will also be 
on the agenda. In the past the Conference has met in South Af-
rica, Korea, the United States, Canada, The Netherlands, Scot-
land, Wales and New Zealand. Two countries are vying for the 
right to host the 2021 meeting, namely India and South Africa.

The ICRC is  
Coming to Jordan Station

James Visscher
Corresponding Secretary
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One of the great benefits from a meeting such as this has to 
do with networking. To that end there will be ample time given 
for inter-church relations committees to meet, as well as for 
all sorts of other formal and informal gatherings. For smaller 
churches that cannot afford to send representative around the 
world to meet their sister churches, the ICRC offers a great op-
portunity to do a lot of church work at a minimum cost.

Another benefit in getting together in Jordan is that 
small churches can build relationship with larger churches 
and thereby hopefully gain access to a greater pool of re-
sources in such areas as theological teaching, missionary 
partnerships, and diaconal assistance.

Overall the ICRC is about promoting the bond between 
faithful Presbyterian and Reformed churches around the 
world. In a time when the Christian faith is under attack 
from many quarters there is a need to support one another 

through doctrinal dialogue, mutual encouragement, finan-
cial assistance, and ongoing prayer.

For those who are interested in more information on the 
ICRC, please go to www.icrconline.com. There on the opening 
page you will also find the purpose of the conference which is:
• to express and promote the unity of faith that the mem-

ber churches have in Christ;
• to encourage the fullest ecclesiastical fellowship among 

the member churches;
• to encourage cooperation among the member churches 

in the fulfillment of the missionary and other mandates;
• to study the common problems and issues that confront 

the member churches and to aim for recommendations 
with respect to these matters; 

• to present a Reformed testimony to the world.
So, if you have the opportunity, why not come to Jordan 
Station in the beautiful Niagara region of Ontario and at-
tend some or all of our evening presentations. C

The Flood Prayer – Correction
This Canticle was published in Issue 9 but unfortunately included a major error in the musical score. 
This is the corrected version.
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Based on "Prayer Before Baptism," Book of Praise, p. 598                                    Strasbourg, 1539 / Geneva, 1543
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As we have seen in previous issues, preaching and lis-
tening are a joint venture through which God builds up his 
people in faith, in hope, and in love. So far, our discussion 
has assumed that the sermons we hear are faithful and 
clear. When a sermon is not only true to Scripture but also 
engagingly presented, when it has a clear focus and a logical 
flow, when the language is lively and the applications are 
sound, then it is indeed much easier for the listener to gain 
the benefits which God has assigned to the means of grace. 

When sermons are poorly made or poorly 
presented

As both preachers and listeners realize, however, not 
every sermon is a gem. In fact, only a few are truly memo-
rable and many are quite weak. Sometimes, a minister will 
lack intensity and enthusiasm. He may present a sermon 
that is poorly structured. It may be hard to follow because it 
jumps around a great deal without much in the way of tran-
sition. He may speak too loudly or too forcefully or too tim-
idly. The message may be very dense, cramming in far more 
information than people can absorb. On the other hand, it 
may be superficial, like a thin soup, devoid of all edifying 
substance. Even worse, in the words of Jay Adam, it may be 
like a “thin soup served cold.”1  

From time to time, even the best of preachers will de-
liver underwhelming messages. The reasons can be quite 
diverse: he had an upset stomach on Wednesday afternoon 
and Thursday morning, his wife was ill, his children were 
having difficulties, he had too many pastoral crises, or he 
was dealing with some spiritual struggle of his own. What-
ever the reasons, you can notice the difference. Usually, he’s 
clear but today it all seems rather muddy. Usually, he’s fired 
up but today he seems drained. Usually, he has something 
fresh and inspiring to say but today his message is full of 
platitudes and banalities. 

So the question is: how do we profit from poor ser-
mons? Is that even possible? I would say that yes, this is 
indeed possible. By the grace of God and the power of the 

Spirit, we can profit from the weak work of our preacher. To 
see how this is possible, we can begin by highlighting the 
virtue of patience. We should be patient with our pastors. 
When they aren’t fully in the zone, accept their weakness. 
Furthermore, when the sermon is not as clear or engaging 
as it could be, consider that a challenge for you. Your own 
work as a listener will become more intense. You will have 
to apply yourself even more diligently than usual to gain 
the promised benefits of the Word of God. 

If the sermon seems to lack focus, try to pick up the 
nuggets of truth, even if they are somewhat randomly pre-
sented. If there is a lot of repetition, remember that rep-
etition is the mother of learning. If there is too much in-
formation, seek to zero in one central insight. If there is 
no clear application, seek to make it yourself. Ask yourself 
what God is calling you to believe in this passage. What is 
he revealing about himself? What is he telling you about 
your Saviour? What is he asking you to change in your life? 
Even a thin, cold soup has some nutritional value, so open 
wide your mouth to receive it. 

Long term weakness in the pulpit
If you find that your difficulties in processing the ser-

mons you hear are not occasional but consistent, you need 
to think about ways of engaging with your pastor. One 
principle to keep in mind is that it’s more beneficial to en-
courage what is positive than to complain about what is 
negative. For instance, if you say to a preacher, “I found it 
really helpful when you used the image of a builder and a 
hammer when you explained verse five,” you will be encour-
aging him to use concrete language and word pictures. If 
you say, “I really appreciated that you remembered the boys 
and girls in the congregation,” he will likely do more to re-
member the youth of the covenant in his preaching. If you 
say that the first point was very meaningful to you but you 
got lost in the second and the third, he will probably think 
long and hard about the reasons for the difference. If you 
say to the preacher that you would really benefit from hav-
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ing a copy of the outline of his sermon, he will feel healthy 
pressure to be more organized. 

In general, your pastor will be much more receptive to 
your suggestions for improvement if you have a track re-
cord of praying for him and encouraging him in his difficult 
calling. If he never hears from you except when you have 
something to criticize, it will be very tempting for him to 
dismiss your concerns. That’s a tendency we all have. 

To be sure, there will be times when you have to ex-
press your concerns and frustrations. You may just have to 
schedule a visit and tell the pastor that you find his ser-
mons hard to follow. You may have to indicate your concern 
that the sermons don’t really exalt Christ in the glory of his 
Person and the sufficiency of his work. You may express a 
desire for the sermon to be more strongly connected to the 
actual words of the text. You may plead for sermons that 
are shorter, more compact and more efficient in their use 
of words. 

Whatever it is that seems to be missing in the sermons, 
make your case respectfully and give the pastor room to 
give you his response. Perhaps you will find out through fur-
ther dialogue that notwithstanding the weaknesses of the 
sermons, you have some room to grow as a listener as well. 
Sometimes, the effort you put into having a respectful and 
meaningful relationship with the pastor will of itself subtly 
alter the way you experience the messages which he brings.

When to go further with your concerns
If you’ve prayed earnestly for your minister’s work as a 

preacher and have discussed your concerns in a respectful 
manner, and yet there are no positive changes, it may be 
time to involve the elders of your church. You could share 
your concerns with them in the course of an ordinary home 
visit or you might request a special visit. When such a visit 
happens, you need to be specific and clear in expressing 
your concerns. You should be able to give examples of the 
problems you are seeking to identify. You should be able 
to summarize the discussions you’ve had with the pastor 
about these matters. 

If the elders agree with your concerns, it becomes their 
responsibility to bring these matters again to the atten-
tion of the minister. It may well be that the same concerns 
have been raised previously within the church leadership 
on occasions when the preaching was formally reviewed 
and evaluated. Through their own analysis2 and through 

their interaction with the congregation, the elders are well-
placed to give constructive criticism to preachers. 

In cases of ongoing dissatisfaction, the elders have any 
number of options. They can give concrete suggestions for 
improvement. They can ask for outside evaluation of their 
minister’s preaching (with his full awareness and agreement). 
They could provide more frequent sermon evaluations. They 
could offer the minister a time away from preaching in or-
der to provide opportunity for further education in the work 
of the pulpit. They could evaluate the minister’s workload to 
ensure that he has sufficient time for the work of preparing 
his messages. They could ask 
him to drop some of his ad-
ministrative activities in or-
der to focus more energy to 
his central task of preaching.

In some difficult situa-
tions, when, over a period 
of months and years, every 
effort has been made and 
every opportunity given for 
improvement, the conclusion may arrive that the minister 
is not able to continue in his work of preaching. In such 
cases, the provisions of Article 11 of the Church Order 
come to bear on the situation. It is best when the conclusion 
that a minister cannot serve the congregation “fruitfully 
and to its edification” is one about which the minister and 
consistory agree. 

Dismissal from ministerial service is very painful for 
everyone involved and should not be done without full 
regard for due process. As a federation of churches, we 
need some serious and open discussion about this matter. 
Hopefully, that discussion won’t be long in coming. Oth-
erwise, the danger is not imaginary that the provisions of 
Article 11 would be used to run a man out of town simply 
because he is not well-like by a sector of the congregation 
or because he has inadvertently stepped on some toes in 
the church community.  

1 Jay Adams, Be Careful How you Listen. How to Get the Most out of a 
Sermon (Solid Ground Christian Books, 2007), pg. 69.
2 Help for office-bearers called to oversee the preaching of the gospel 
can be found at the website of the Canadian Reformed Seminary. See 
here:  http://www.canadianreformedseminary.ca/contact/preaching-
availability/Sermon-Evaluations.html. C
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The 2016 Annual Report 2016 the Sudanese Reformed 
Church (SRC), which I recently received, gives a troubling 
look at what is transpiring in that new nation, as well as 
in the Muslim state of Sudan with its capital in Khartoum. 
However, amidst the gloom of atrocities, there is also hope 
as the church grows. What follows is taken from his report. 

In Muslim Sudan, Christians are being persecuted and 
marginalized because of their faith. By law churches are not 
allowed to acquire new lands and they are not even permit-
ted to renovate their existing church buildings that were 
built in better days by missionaries. Christians are virtu-
ally always denied employment in both public and private 
sectors. The SRC in Sudan is laboring in an intolerant and 
hostile society.

Tragically, the situation is quite challenging for the 
SRC in South Sudan as well. A mere two years after this 
country achieved its independence from the Muslim state 
of Sudan, this new nation has erupted into a violent tribal 
civil war. A lot of atrocities have been committed against ci-
vilians. There has been wide spread targeting ethnic killing. 
Many have been displaced due to their homes and churches 
being burnt. Sexual violence and looting is rampant. There 
is untold human suffering, poverty, severe food insecurity, 
major malnutrition crisis, and now a looming famine.

In the midst of all this the RCS struggles on. Many 
areas are too insecure for trying to plant new churches. 
The church has no adequate buildings, office equipment, 
or even a vehicle to facilitate its work. Because of the war, 
many church members have become impoverished and the 
thirty-two pastors and evangelists of the SRC have no fi-
nancial income. Some feel totally abandoned and cut off. 
Although the SRC has some international connections with 
the global Reformed family, she considers herself in fact an 
orphan. She has no parent or mature Reformed denomina-
tion that stands with her in the current crisis.

But in spite of all the difficulties and suffering, the 
SCR is by God’s grace alive and growing. Even though the 
situation seems bleak, new congregations are emerging in 
the internally displace persons (IDP) and refugee camps. 
The membership of the SRC has grown rapidly. Before the 
eruption of civil war in South Sudan, membership stood 
at about 3,000 but is now more than double that number. 
In the midst of the chaos, war, suffering, and persecution, 
opportunities to witness to the true hope have multiplied. 
Bibles have been distributed to key leaders who are lead-
ing small groups in these camps. There are even plans to 
establish two primary schools for the IDPs in Juba, the 
capital of South Sudan. The SCR is a growing church in 
the midst of great tribulation. The hope is nourished that 
the ministry of the SRC is passing this test of faith and 
will eventually be able to be an effective instrument of 
the Lord to promote the Reformed faith in both Sudan and 
South Sudan.

One of the major challenges the SRC faces in 2017, 
its 25th anniversary year, is its lack of properly educated 
leaders. The level of theological education is poor and so 
plans are being made to establish a good training centre 
as soon as there is an opportunity to do so. Such a centre 
would produce more qualified ministers and leaders for 
the church.

There are currrently four congregations in Sudan and 
twelve in South Sudan. Furthermore, there are eighteen 
small groups in IDP camps run by the United Nations and 
two churches in refugee camps in Kenya and Ethiopia. The 
SRC is also a member of the International Conference of 
Reformed Churches.

We need to keep these churches in our prayers and if 
possible extend to them any tangible help that we can.
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Why we do what we do
Reformed education consists of four hallmarks. These 

hallmarks (covenantal, confessional, antithetical, and a 
unity of purpose shared by church, home, and school) are 
based on God’s infallible Word and its explication in the 
ecumenical creeds and confessions of the Reformed faith. 
They form the basis for the Reformed, Christian education 
that is being carried out on a daily basis at John Calvin 
School. The hallmarks are also reflected in the school’s mis-
sion statement: “The purpose of John Calvin School is to 
assist the parents in the nurture of their children, to help 
develop in them the talents freely and graciously given by 
God, to the end that they may serve Him in a life of respon-
sible, Christian stewardship.”

History
At the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year, John 

Calvin School entered its fifty-third year of providing Re-
formed, Christian education, making it one of the longest 
serving schools in Ontario, second only to our sister school 

in Burlington, which began operating in 1962. John Calvin 
School was built in 1964 by the members of the Canadian 
Reformed Church and School Society of Smithville. It began 
as a two-story building with four classrooms on the upper 
floor for the school. In the basement were located meeting 
rooms, a nursery, and a place to hold the Dutch worship ser-
vices for the Smithville Canadian Reformed Church. In fact, 
at the very beginning, the principal (Mr. M. VanderVelde) 
and his family lived in the basement. 

Steady growth necessitated the addition of another 
four classrooms in 1970. At the time, John Calvin School 
was serving two congregations, Smithville and Lincoln. 
During the 1970s, 1980s, and into the 1990s, growth con-
tinued in the Niagara Peninsula resulting in the institution 
of two more congregations, Attercliffe and Tintern (Spring 
Creek). Growth reached its peak in the 1994-1995 school 
year. John Calvin School was operating fourteen class-
rooms and a full-time special education program for 335 
students taught by a staff of fifteen full-time and three 
part-time teachers. During the course of this school year, 
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John Calvin School, Smithville
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George Hofsink
Principal of 

John Calvin School

June 2, 2017 327



the Attercliffe congregation began its own school society 
and built an eight-classroom school. The split became a 
reality in September 1995, when the school in Attercliffe 
began to operate with approximately 125 students spread 
over five classrooms.  

With the opening of ACRES, the pressure was tempo-
rarily relieved, but the school population soon began to 
grow again. All the while, a long-standing desire to ex-
pand the facilities and include a gym also grew. It didn’t 
take too long before enrolment once again approached 
300 students and portable classrooms were once more in 
use. With the institution of Covenant Canadian Reformed 
Church in Grassie, John Calvin School once more had four 
supporting churches.  

In the spring of 2002 a membership meeting was pre-
sented with a proposal for expansion which was approved 
with a significant majority. The new facility was to add six 
classrooms, a gymnasium, a kitchen, offices, and a staff 
room. Work got underway in late July of 2004, and the fi-
nal touches were made to the gymnasium, the final stage, 
in September of 2005. By that time, students and teach-
ers were already busily working in the new classrooms. The 
school ground also received a significant renovation, with 
the addition of a 400m track, two full soccer fields, and two 
baseball diamonds.

With this new addition, John Calvin School became a 
central facility for the wider church communities as well 
as well as the local community. Many weddings, anniversa-
ries, and special celebrations have been conducted specifi-

cally in the gym, often transformed into a festive commu-
nity hall by the decorating committee and usually catered 
by the JCS Catering Committee. The gym has garnered the 
attention of others in the community and we are pleased to 
serve our neighbours in this way as well.

Fifty years
In 2014-2015, John Calvin School could celebrate fifty 

years of covenantal education in Smithville and the sur-
rounding district. Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Recently, the hall outside the staff room was transformed 
into Memory Hall with the hanging of more than fifty years 
of graduation pictures. 

The Lord continued to bless the growth of John Cal-
vin School. In the 2013-2014 school year, Kindergarten 
was added to the school making John Calvin School a K-8 
school. In that same school year, the membership of the 
school society voted in favour of adding a Special Needs 
department to the school. In order to accommodate the 
Special Needs department, and because of a continuing in-
crease in enrolment, another addition needed to be built. 
An expansion committee was struck and planning began 
to add a new wing to John Calvin School. The committee 
adopted the slogan, Building on Blessings, for the fundrais-
ing campaign to raise the necessary funds for the addition. 
In a year’s time, the necessary monies had been donated or 
pledged and construction could begin. In January of 2016, 
the shovel went into the ground and building began. Con-
struction went smoothly and the new wing was completed 
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by the beginning of August, in plenty of time to receive the 
Special Needs students and the students in Grades 7 and 
8 for the 2016-2017 school year. We thank and praise the 
Lord for this great blessing.  

John Calvin School continues to experience growth, 
not just in size of building but also in size of enrolment and 
number of staff. As of January 2017, the enrolment of John 
Calvin School is at 311 students along with twenty-six staff 
(nineteen full-time and seven part-time) in eighteen classes 
from Grades K-8, plus full day Special Education classes and 
a full-day Special Needs program. Projected enrolment for 
John Calvin School indicates that in three year’s time the 
enrolment will increase to approximately 350 students, D.V.

Today, John Calvin School continues to serve four con-
gregations: Grassie, Lincoln, Smithville, and Spring Creek. 
May it continue to serve its immediate and broader purpose 
for many years to come, and be a unifying factor for the 
community at large.

Programs and activities
We feel blessed that John Calvin School is able to pro-

vide education for the special needs children in our com-
munity. As John Calvin School is one of the only League 
of Canadian Reformed schools with a designated Special 
Needs room and program, interest in the program has been 
expressed from families with special needs children out-
side of our catchment area. (We hope to be able to serve 
them, too, in due time.)

When you walk through the school, you will be im-
pressed with all of the student art and other projects 
adorning the walls, including a large reproduction of Van-
Gogh’s A Starry Night painted by one of our Grade 5 class-
es. Further down the hall and into the new wing you will 
discover the Grade 8 classes working on their PBL (Project 
Based Learning) project, Lyme Disease Awareness. Two par-
ents from the John Calvin School community are afflicted 
with the disease so the Grade 8 students (and their teach-
ers) have embarked on this project, the end goal being to 
share with various schools and communities in the Niaga-
ra region in order to increase awareness and help to raise 
funds to assist those fighting this disease. They hope to 
complete it by May which also happens to be Lyme Disease 
Awareness month.  

Conclusion
The building of the new wing added significantly to the 

footprint of John Calvin School. For those who have been 
in the school and have seen all the pieces that have been 
added over the years, they can testify that we are an “a-
maze-ing” school. If you haven’t been to visit John Calvin 
School in Smithville, Ontario come on down and check us 
out or visit our website at www.johncalvin.ca.

We pray our Heavenly Father continues to bless the 
work done at John Calvin School, and all its facilities, as we 
continue to provide covenant education in Smithville and 
the surrounding district for years to come, D.V. C
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Across
1. The king's helper.
3. God used Esther to ____ his people.
5. Esther's uncle.
6. Esther was a ______ woman.

Down
1. Haman _____ the Jews.
2. Queen of Persia.
4. King of Persia.

Clarion Kids

Esther was a brave and beautiful young 
Jewish woman who became the queen of 
Persia. King Xerxes did not believe in God, 
but Esther did. Xerxes had a helper named 
Haman who hated the Jewish people very 
much. Esther had an uncle named Mordecai 
who knew that Haman wanted to kill all the 
Jews. He told Esther about Haman’s plan. 
Even though Esther was afraid, she trusted 
in God and asked the king to join her at a 
banquet with Haman. Then she told Xerxes 
about Haman’s plan and told him that she 
was also a Jew. Xerxes was very angry and had 
Haman put to death. God used Esther 
to save his people!

Go to www.clarionmagazine.ca to print  
and colour this picture!

Esther

by Emily Nijenhuis

Crossword Puzzle: 

Solve the clues to fill in the puzzle!
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Could there be reasons for 
declining the calling to office?
Is it OK to say no to a nomination or appointment to the office of elder 
in the church? Do we always have to see it as a calling? Could it be my 
“calling” to continue in my work in a committee, the school board, or in 
my family that needs extra attention? Is it wrong to request the elders to 
give me a break after many years as elder and/or board member? Is it a 
matter of faith and trust only or may personal feelings play a role?

A

YOU ASKED

Q
William den Hollander

Minister emeritus of the 
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church 

of Toronto, Ontario
denhollanderw@gmail.com

The issue that’s expressed in these 
questions is very common and relevant 
for the process towards the nomina-
tion for office bearers. It is a matter of 
calling on the one hand and a matter of 
personal responsibilities, limitations, 
and circumstances on the other. As a

general rule and principle, we may pose that the nomina-
tion for office is an honour and the election to office a 
calling (not only from the congregation but especially a 
divine calling)! At the same time, we must take the first 
question in the Form for the Installation of Office Bearers 
seriously. The candidate office bearer has to be able to an-
swer this question wholeheartedly: “Yes, I do believe that 
I am called by God via the election by the congregation.” 
It’s at this point that many a candidate office bearer has a 
struggle, a problem.

In the brother’s life there may be issues that could com-
plicate the matter of his election and hamper his sense of 
calling. These issues could be very practical and be related 
to the brother’s health, professional activities, courses of 
study, or moving plans. It would be a wise practice, there-
fore, when elders in their annual home visit inquire wheth-
er there is anything in the brother’s life or family that could 
be in the way of considering him for nomination. In the 
context of such an inquiry the brother (or his wife!) could 

share with the elders the fact that due to his involvement in 
the school board or education committee (or both) it would 
be impossible to add the eldership to it. The simple reply 
could then be that the office of elder trumps the member-
ship of a board or committee, but in the reality of life the 
situation of the board or committee could be such that for 
the well-being of the school his continued engagement in 
that work would be essential and crucial (at that time!).

This is often one scenario that figures large in the so-
called nomination meeting of the consistory. Especially 
when the elders reported on these findings in a family, or 
in the life of a brother, these considerations must be taken 
seriously. And they can be taken as such if and when there 
is a good pool of brothers that are available for nomination. 
Sadly enough, however, this is not always the case. Ideally 
speaking there are a lot of gifts and talents available among 
a congregation of living members in Christ. Many tasks can 
be carried out and many functions can be filled by brothers 
and sisters in the office of all believers. The preaching and 
the leadership of the congregation should do everything to 
stimulate and motivate and mobilize these members to en-
gage themselves with these gifts for the well-being of the 
congregation.

For the office bearers it is wise and advisable to give se-
rious consideration to the personal needs, requests, and 
circumstances of the individual brother. If at all possible 
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they should avoid burdening him unnecessarily; especially 
when he is already an active and fruitful member among 
the communion of saints. It is not wrong, therefore, to 
grant a brother his request to continue in a board or com-
mittee, or even to accept his need for a break, to benefit him 
in his family or to prevent burn-out, caregiver’s fatigue, or 
the like. On the other hand, however, it will be necessary 
for the brother to consider the wisdom of the office bearers 
and the needs of the congregation when despite his request 
he still ends up on the nomination and is elected. Then, in-
deed, it is God’s will to place him before an appointment 
which he should then see as a divine calling. He may be as-

sured then also that God will provide others for his other 
functions while sustaining him with the necessary faith, 
trust, love, strength, and endurance to accept the calling to 
this special office!

Is there something you’ve been wanting to know?
An answer you’ve been looking for?

Ask us a question!
Please direct questions to Rev. W. den Hollander

denhollanderw@gmail.com
23 Kinsman Drive, Binbrook, ON  L0R 1C0 C

BOOK REVIEW

Rev. Peter Feenstra of Guelph, Ontario, has written a 
helpful primer on Reformed worship. It is entitled, Come, 
Let us Worship the Lord. Reflections on Reformed Worship 
(Tellwell Talent, 2017). Based on talks given in his own 
congregation, the book aims to give both current church 
members and newcomers a better grasp of the underlying 
principles and structure of the sort of worship service one 
finds among the Canadian Reformed churches. 

The book is divided into two parts. The first is en-
titled “The Essentials of Worship.” In this section, the au-
thor discusses the significance of corporate worship in the 
Christian life. He emphasizes that the focus of Reformed 
worship is not on the worshiper but on the Lord of glory.  
Within this framework, he shows the festive nature of wor-
ship and urges his readers to see it as the true highlight of 
each week.  

A New Book 
about Reformed Worship

 Rob Schouten
Minister of the 

Canadian Reformed Church
 at Aldergrove, British Columbia

 schouten61@gmail.com
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Rev. Feenstra goes on to discuss the allure of new forms 
of worship and suggests that the most important question 
in evaluating them is not, “What do I want in worship?” 
but rather “What does God want?” In his judgment, certain 
worship practices of the contemporary church do not arise 
in an organic way from the Word of God but reflect, instead, 
the influences of entertainment culture and individualism. 
To counter such tendencies, the author reminds his readers 
that not the culture of the day but God’s Word alone must 
determine how we worship. 

In subsequent sections of Part I, the author highlights 
significant biblical themes pertaining to worship. In brief 
but engaging comments, he discusses worship from the 
angle of “Beholding the Beauty of the Lord,” as a “Sacrifice 
of Praise,” and of being drawn “Into the Presence of God.” 
In contrast to the unbearable lightness (my words) that 
can sometimes be encountered in contemporary worship, 
this book points us in a steady way to the reverence and 
awe that is appropriate for believers in the presence of a 
holy God.  

Other matters covered include the role of the Holy 
Spirit in our worship, the Lord Jesus Christ as our wor-
ship leader, and the dialogical character of worship. As a 
covenantal meeting between God and his people, worship 
seeks to glorify God but the result will also be the encour-
agement of believers as God ministers to them through the 
means of grace. In contrast to the philosophy of the church 
growth movement, Rev. Feenstra argues that the first pur-
pose of worship is not outreach. While expressing caution 
about many trends in contemporary worship, the author 
states that the worship which God requires of us should not 
be characterized as either contemporary or traditional but 
simply as orthodox. 

Part 2 of the book deals with the “Elements of Wor-
ship.” In this section, Rev. Feenstra provides brief yet edify-
ing explanations of each component of a typical Reformed 
worship service, demonstrating that each of them have 
deep biblical roots. While acknowledging that the New Tes-
tament does not give us an exact template for worship, the 
author believes that there are good reasons for having an 
established order of worship that is used throughout a fed-
eration of churches.  

Within the overall order, however, he sees room for 
flexibility and diversity. For instance, he states that it 
would be appropriate, from time to time, to read the ten 
words of the covenant toward the end of a worship service 
instead of near the beginning. This would enable the con-
gregation to see the law of God not only in terms of the 
knowledge of sin and misery but also as the rule for our 
gratitude as the redeemed people of God. He also suggests 
that since the Catechism is the confession of the people of 
God, it would be appropriate for the congregation to recite 
the Catechism in unison in the afternoon services of the 
Lord’s Day. In regard to the offering, Feenstra feels that 
the significance of this part of worship would be better 
expressed if some appropriate verses are read before the 
offering and a prayer offered by a serving deacon when the 
collection is complete. 

While brief, this book covers a lot of ground and re-
flects a good deal of study and reflection by the author. It 
accomplishes very well what it sets out to do which is to 
give a foundational understanding of Reformed worship 
to both newcomers and long-term members of Reformed 
churches. Available from your online bookstore for $13.38 
CA (paperback) or $5.32 (Kindle).  
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

What is Halal?
In a recent article dated April 7, 2017 titled “May we eat 

Halal meats?” Rev. den Hollander seems to suggest, in his 
closing remarks, that “we should have no problem eating 
(it),” referring to Halal meat. 

The writer of the question is concerned, stating that 
“this food has been dedicated to Allah before slaughter, 
i.e. after sacrifice to a pagan god (idol).” In my opinion the 
question on this subject is not so much of what we learn 
from Scripture where the Apostle Paul forbids the “strong” 
believers in Corinth not to participate (Rom 15:1), but in 
his foregoing epistle (Acts 15:20, 29), where the apostle in-
structs them to “abstain from things offered to idols, blood, 
from things strangled…” (see also 1 Thess 5:22). Then it be-
comes clear that if the focus of that which is eaten is direct-
ed to idols, one must, without reservation, abstain from 
eating what is offered, be it meat, milk, or any food dedi-
cated to Allah. Rev. den Hollander is of the opinion that 
there’s no problem, “since for us it is undone and unrelated 
to any overtones.” Really?

I am of the opinion that this question remains un-
answered. Here is why: Let’s look a bit closer to the true 
meaning of Halal, just for the sake of clarification, i.e. the 
Muslim method of slaughtering animals for human con-
sumption, a method which differs from that of the custom-
ary Western practice. I urge the reader to see further the 
Halal slaughtering methods and related information on 
this topic: www.islam4infidels.com.

Muslim ideology can be described as an evil empire, 
note recent articles from Dr. VanDam on Islam ideology 
and its impact on Europe and the West. It is most certainly 
not a “religion of peace,” as they claim it to be, but a move-
ment determined to destroy Western civilization and cul-
ture, which is opposite from the freedom and liberty we 
(still) enjoy today. Furthermore, eating these food products 
is problematic because of the fact that Halal is a created 
brand name by the Muslim Brotherhood only for the West. 
In the Middle East and Far East people are not familiar with 
Halal. It is generating billions of dollars globally (in the free 
world), which is mainly used for terrorist purposes and to 
promote and push Islam worldwide and make it a world 
“religion”! Large grocery stores are being engaged in spite 

of the large fees needing to fund the Muslim Brotherhood, 
because of profitability due to the rapid growing Muslim 
population. The main prerogative is to annihilate Christi-
anity as we see on a massive scale happening in the Middle 
East, Europe, and many other places in the World.  

The instruction from the Apostle Paul is to be followed 
when eating foods which knowingly are dedicated to idol(s). 
However, we may not, without further research, assume 
that “. . .for us it is undone and unrelated to any overtones.”

Reader beware, knowing this we should conscientious-
ly not purchase anything Halal, and remain mindful the 
prophesy contained in Revelation 13.

H. De Vries

Response
Br. DeVries did not read my answer very closely. The Apos-

tle Paul does not forbid “the strong believers” in Corinth to 
eat when it is clear that in the setting in which they are there 
is no connection to the religious slaughter or temple sacrifice 
but just good meat is served. Paul exhorts “the strong” not 
to eat when “the weak” still do make the connection, thus to 
abstain in love for the weak, and not because eating the meat 
would be wrong. In his dealings with this issue Paul does not 
pay attention to the way the meat may have been slaughtered 
or sacrificed. As far as the meat is concerned, for “the strong” 
it’s nothing else but good meat as gift from God that may be 
enjoyed with thanksgiving.

In analogy, we don’t need to know or investigate or con-
sider what has happened to the meat that’s labelled as Halal. 
We also do not need to know what the seller in the grocery 
store or the owner of the wholesale company or processing 
plant is doing with the money he makes (possibly supporting 
the Muslim Brotherhood). Just as we don’t take into account 
what others say about products made by Proctor & Gamble 
or sold at Walmart and the causes they supposedly support, 
thus recommending a boycott of these companies. The ques-
tion that was asked pertained to the religious and spiritual 
overtones Halal products have today (and not the ideologi-
cal or political aspects that could possibly enter the picture 
for some). In answer to that question Paul’s advice to “the 
strong” still stands, while to those for whom there are such 
religious connections the same applies: don’t burden your 
conscience and don’t buy the meats labelled as Halal.

Letters to the Editor should be written in a brotherly fashion in order to be considered for publication. 
Submissions need to be less than one page in length. C
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Announcements of Weddings, Anniversaries (especially those with an Open House) should be submitted six weeks in advance.

ADVERTISEMENTS

60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Soli Deo Gloria
Trouwtekst: 2 Kron 30:8 “Geeft de Here uw hand.”

Met dankbaarheid aan de Here mogen wij
JAN PETTER

GRIETJE PETTER HOOIKAMMER
op 9 Juni 2017 ons 60 jarig Huwelijkfeest vieren

Felicitaties van 1 - 4 pm on June 10, 2017 at Canborough Fire Hall 
in Canborough.

 Adres: 6218 Canborough Road, Wellandport, ON  L0R 2J0                                                              
Best Wishes Only

1967 ~ June 9 ~ 2017

The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.  
Psalm 121:5

With thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, we joyfully
celebrate the 50th Wedding Anniversary of our parents,

grandparents and great-grandparents

CASE and DINIE HAMOEN (nee Vogelzang)
Elaine and Ed Aikema
 Tyler and Colette, Dominic, Emma
 Kyle and Alyssa
 Bryan (and Kathrine Schoen)
Adrian and Jacqueline Hamoen
 Carissa and Jason Bylsma
 Caitlin, Brett, Melinda,  
 Rae-lynn (and Michael VanVeldhuizen)
Joanne and Ed DeRuiter
 Dyllan, Cara, Janelle, Bradley
Helena and Kurtis Olthuis
 Amy, Laura
Marie and Gert Steenbergen
 Pieter, Randy, Tara, Lucas
Ken and Maria Hamoen
 Justin, Meaghan, Keaton, Garnett, Natalie
Darlene and Bert Steenbergen
 Tyson, Jenna

It is our prayer that God will grant them many more years 
together in service to Him.

Mailing Address: 5120 - 49 Avenue, Barrhead, AB  T7N 1G3

50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

1967 ~ June 3 ~ 2017 
Keep yourselves in the love of God; wait for the mercy of our Lord 

Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Jude:21 

With joy and thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, 
who has kept them in his care, especially in these last months,  

we announce the 50th Wedding Anniversary of our dear  
parents and grandparents 

JOHN and WILHELMINA KOTTELENBERG  
(nee Doekes) 

Amaranth, ON: Gary and Lori Kottelenberg 
  Kayla Kottelenberg and Kyle Geurts, Katie,   
  Juanita, Christina, Sarah 

 Carl Kottelenberg 

 Anne and Rob Bouwers 
  Josh Bouwers and Jacky Brouwer, 
  Sheri Bouwers and Nick Nobel, Brett, Taryn,   
  Tiffany 

Nieuwerbrug, Neth: MaryLynne and Henk vanderWind 
  Lydia, Thomas, Esther 
Amaranth, ON: Brian and Melissa Kottelenberg 
  Braden, Merrick, Kenya, Tyson, Addisyn 
 Leo and Joni Kottelenberg 
  Winston, Devon, Gavin, Emily 
Winnipeg, MB: Rob and Francine Kottelenberg 
  Russell, Caleb, Elena 

An Open House is planned for August 5, 2017, D.V.,  
at the Dufferin Area Christian School in Laurel, Ontario.

Mailing Address: 335185 7th Line, Amaranth ON  L9W 0L2 

E-mail: jwilkotte@gmail.com 

THANK YOU

My sincere thank you to all who remembered my 90th birthday 
with all the cards and good wishes, and all those who attended my 
Open House. It was very much appreciated. 

Thank you to my family for taking care of all the details.
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, his love endures forever.  

Psalm 136:1
Alie Janssens
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50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

1967 Groningen ~ June 14 ~ 2017 Beamsville
Psalm 121:8

With much thankfulness to the Lord, who has been their constant 
guide and stay, we celebrate the 50th Wedding Anniversary of  

our Papa and Mama

BERT and ANKY STULP (nee Veenstra)
We love you!

May God keep them in His care, and allow them to continue to 
be a light in our family and the community they serve with so 

much energy. All glory to Him!

Beamsville, ON: Sibrand and Adria Stulp
  Brandon, Jeremy, Joel, Lauren, Jonathan
Vineland, ON: Jan-Willem and Jane Stulp
  Anika and Tyler, Kristen, Tarin and Raymond, 
  Gavin, Jayden, Wesley
Pokeno, NZ: Marjorie and Mark Davies
  Alistair, Genoa, Liam, Steven, Anjali
Beamsville, ON: Alex and Kathy Stulp
  Siera, Kyra, Brooklyn
Hamilton, ON: Piet and Megan Stulp
  Emma, Benjamin, Gracie, Elijah

5114 Meadowood Lane, Beamsville, ON  L0R 1B8
bertandanky@gmail.com

55th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

1962 ~ June 9 ~ 2017
Children’s children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the  

pride of their children. Proverbs 17:6
With joy and thanksgiving to the Lord, we celebrate the  

55th Wedding Anniversary of our parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents

CORNELIS and JULIE LINDHOUT (Boersema)
Robert and Theresa Lindhout
 Solène and Stephen Brouwer
 Sethian
 Dusdyn
Marcelle and Tony Togeretz
 Anthony and Katrina
 Jason and April, Aiden, Noah
 Marika
 Josh and Tanya, Everly
 Ben and Anna, Austin
 Katy
Marlissa and Martin Nyenhuis
 Nicolas
 Cornelis
 Zachary
 Sabrina
 Gregory

Mailing address: 16 Northcliffe Blvd., Toronto, ON  M6H 3H1

60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

1957 ~ June 7 ~ 2017
and He brought her to him. . . . Genesis 2:22b

JOHN and TETJE HORDYK (nee Kamstra)

With joyful hearts and with thankfulness to God for his protection 
and guidance, we announce the 60th Wedding Anniversary of 

our dear parents, grandparents and great-grandparents. It is our 
prayer that God will continue to strengthen and uphold them 

each day as they continue in faithful service before Him.  

With much love,

Burlington, ON: John and Connie Hordyk  
  Vanessa and Mike DeBoer, Jaxen, Jaeda
  Shayna and Tom Aasman, Levi, Jonah, Aubrey
  Madeline and Kyle VanAndel, Caroline
  Jenna and Josh Rauwerda
  Olivia Hordyk and Johnny Fearon

Flamborough, ON: Jackie and Ed Dantuma 
  Lindsay and Mark Hutten, Anya, Sydney, Reese
  Robin and John Schulenberg
   Peyton, Carter, Thomas, Emma
  Kayley and Gerben DeGelder
   Nolan, Azaiah, Darcy
  Nick and Ashley Dantuma

Smithville, ON: Mel and Nancy Hordyk
  Adam Hordyk 
  Jeffrey Hordyk 
  Kimberly and Aren Jansema, Arlynne
  Carrie Hordyk 

Burlington, ON: Len and Jackie Hordyk
  Kevin Hordyk and Vanessa Thompson
  Liana and John Demik, Willow, Preston
  Adrian Hordyk and Jillian Walters
  Amber Hordyk

Ancaster, ON: Jennifer and John Nobels
  Christiaan Nobels
  Benjamin Nobels and Jaclyn VanBarneveld
  Joshua Nobels and Taylor Post
  Makayla Nobels

Please join us in celebration. An Open House, the Lord willing, 
will be held on Wednesday, June 7, 2017, from 7:00 – 9:00 pm,  

at Ebenezer Canadian Reformed Church,  
607 Dynes Road, Burlington, Ontario. 

Mailing address:  
83 Thomson Drive, Waterdown, Ontario  L8B 2H4
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The Board of Credo Christian School  
in Woodbridge, Ontario invites applications for a

TEACHER and 
TEACHING PRINCIPAL

Credo offers grades K-8, with an enrolment of approximately 
50 students, serving the areas of Brampton and Toronto. 

The school is blessed with exceptional community involvement 
which enhances the academic, musical, and athletic programs 
that we are able to offer. Our students consistently meet with 

success and are taught to take up their calling as covenant 
children of the Lord. If you are interested in working in a 
collaborative environment and in helping us maintain high 

standards we would love to hear from you.
Credo offers a special compensation outside of the grid for 

teaching in a higher cost of living area.
For more information please contact the Chair of the Board

John VanDyk
Phone: 416-991-6827, email: john.bonzailandscaping@rogers.com

Members of a Canadian Reformed Church or a sister church 
should send a letter of application stating qualifications, 

experience, and references, as well as a personal statement of 
philosophy of Christian education to the  

Chair of the Education Committee
Annette Keep

Phone: 289-654-0620, email: annette.keep@gmail.com

 

The Board of Coaldale Christian School invites applications 
for various positions in the 

ELEMENTARY LEVEL 
as well as in 

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH and  
HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE 

Preference will be given to applicants with a Bachelor of 
Education degree who would be able to teach a variety of 

subjects and/or grade levels. We encourage students graduating 
in 2018 to submit letters of interest for future consideration.

Coaldale Christian School offers Kindergarten to Grade 12 
education and currently has a student body of 191. We anticipate 

significant growth over the next several years resulting in an 
increased number of elementary classes.

To submit an application or to receive further information about 
our school or about our area, please contact:

Mr. Stuart Boeve:  Board Chairman
Phone: 403-223-4916, email: sdboeve@shockware.com

Mr. Joop Harthoorn: Principal
Phone: 403-345-4891, email: joop.harthoorn@coaldalecs.com

Application may be sent to: Mr. Stuart Boeve                                                                                                                     
Coaldale Christian School

2008 – 8 Street, Coaldale, AB  T1M 1L1

TEACHING POSITIONS

We give thanks to God that we have filled one of 
our advertised high school positions. 

However due to expansion and a departing staff 
member the Board of the 

Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School (ECRS)
 invites expressions of interest and applications for the  

2017-2018 school year for:

A FULL-TIME HIGH SCHOOL POSITION
TWO FULL-TIME ELEMENTARY POSITIONS 

A KINDERGARTEN TEACHER (half-time) 
The successful high school applicant will be teaching humanities 
and social sciences. For the elementary positions we welcome 

enquiries for both primary and upper elementary. The 
kindergarten position is a half time position.

Applicants need to be professed members in good standing of a 
Canadian Reformed Church, United Reformed Church, or sister 

church. They must have or be able to obtain a  
BC teaching certificate. We can help with that process.

If you are qualified and interested but not sure about teaching  
in Smithers, contact us to discuss arranging a complimentary 

flight from anywhere in Canada.

If you have questions please call or email the principal, 
Derek Stoffels 

at work: 250-847-3492, principal@ebenezerschool.com.   

To apply please email your application to the principal.

Check http://www.smithers.ca/ or 
http://www.tourismsmithers.com/ for information on the 

community the school is located in.
“Assisting parents in equipping our children. . . to function as 

prophets, priests, and kings in this world.”

 

The Board of Credo Christian High School 
invites 2016-2017 academic year applications for a 

PART-TIME CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
TEACHING POSITION

British Columbia affords teaching opportunities to those with 
Professional Certificates (B.ED), undergraduate degrees  
(Subject Restricted), and School and Subject Restricted 

Certification in the Area of Industrial Education  
 (Diploma and Red Seal > designation)

For further details please contact  
Mr. Kent Dykstra, Principal
K. Dykstra@CredoCHS.com

ADVERTISE IN CLARION
www.clarionmagazine.ca
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Heritage Christian School
 invites applications for the following teaching  
positions for the 2017/2018 academic year:

ELEMENTARY  
FRENCH SPECIALIST TEACHER

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS
SECONDARY FRENCH TEACHER

SECONDARY MATH TEACHER
SPECIAL NEEDS ASSISTANT

HCS
·  in the heart of Ontario’s beautiful Niagara Peninsula
·  a student body of 630 students from K to 12
·  a dedicated and supportive Reformed Christian 

community
·  a cohesive, professional faculty and staff of 60 persons
·  beautiful, modern facilities, recently expanded and 

renovated.

We seek
· Qualified applicants who seek to serve Jesus Christ in the area 

of Christian education and who submit to Holy Scripture as 
confessed in the Reformed creeds.

·   Committed professionals who positively lead students to a life 
of dedicated service to our Lord.

·   Enthusiastic, dedicated rookies or seasoned veterans looking 
for a positive change.

How to join us
·  Submit a résumé, with a statement of your philosophy of 

education, a statement of faith, and references, including one 
from your current pastor.

Please forward inquiries and/or applications to: 
Mr. Brian C. Bosch, Principal

Heritage Christian School
2850 Fourth Avenue, Box 400

Jordan Station, Ontario, Canada  L0R 1S0
Phone: 905-562-7303, Fax: 905-562-0020

Email: principal@hcsjordan.ca
Website: www.hcsjordan.ca

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord. Psalm 127:33

TEACHING POSITIONS

“…for living a life of Christian discipleship in contemporary society”

Dufferin Christian School
Carman, Manitoba

invites applications for TWO Full-time  
current openings at the

ELEMENTARY LEVEL (Middle Years)

Duties to commence August 1, 2017

DCS is able to apply for Limited Teacher Permits for those who have 
the three-year CCRTC Teachers College diploma or for those who have 

a Bachelors Degree (or a degree and a CCRTC certificate).
If you’ve always wanted to be a teacher, why not send us a note and 

we can explore options together.

DCS is a growing K-12 Reformed school with 220 students with 
an anticipated increase in enrollment of 20% over the next four 

years.  It is located 45 minutes southwest of Winnipeg, Manitoba
 and offers a highly supportive community, attractive facilities,

 competitive wages and a friendly atmosphere.  

Applicants must be communicant members of a Canadian 
Reformed Church or a Church with whom these churches have 

ecclesiastical fellowship (URCNA, OPC, RCUS, FRCA, etc.), must 
be able or willing to obtain a Manitoba Professional Teacher’s 

Certificate and be committed to the school’s mission statement. 

 Applications should be sent to 
Dufferin Christian School 

Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada  R0G 0J0
 Attention: Mr. Chris deBoer 

or emailed to: principal@dufferinchristian.ca 

For more information, please contact
Principal: Mr. Chris deBoer 

principal@dufferinchristian.ca / 204-745-2278

Chairman: Mr. Harwin Bouwman
harwinb@live.com

Website www.dufferinchristian.ca

 

ReformedBookServices
P R O M OT I N G  G O D L I N E S S ,  R E V I VA L  &  R E F O R M AT I O N

a great selection of christian books at low prices

store hoUrs: Mon.: 10-5; thurs.: 10-9; fri.: 10-5; sat.: 10-3

230 lynden road, Unit 5a, brantford, on n3r 8a3, canada
tel. 519.304.4709 • email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca
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Jerry Bosscher, 
amp mortgage broker

info@jerrybosscher.ca

866.472.4769 or 905.635.4269

Complimentary Mortgage Review

Before you buy, build, refinance or renew your 
mortgage, call me to ensure that you are getting great 
rates and terms.

	•	 No	fee	to	qualified	borrowers.
	•	 Approvals	and	pre-approvals,	up	to	120	day			
  guarantees.
	•	 Mortgages	for	self-employed.
	•	 Residential	and	commercial.
	•	 Large	volume	enabling	negotiation	of	great	rates		
  & terms.

For more information, please contact:

Mortgage Broker services provided by Mortgage Intelligence 
(Lic#: ON 10428 | SK 315857).

Wade Van Bostelen, 
ba, ma, fma, cfp®, fcsi
905.333.0902
1.866.IPC-GROW		(1.866.472.4769)
wbostelen@ipcc.org		www.ipcburlington.ca

101-3430 South Service Road Burlington, ON, L7N 3T9

Live your dream 
THROUGH EFFECTIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Your	goals	are	important	to	us	and	we	want	to	help	you	to	

achieve	them	by	implementing	sound	financial	stewardship	

principles	within	your	personal	financial	plan.	Being	mindful	of	your	

values,	financial	circumstances,	and	your	long-term	aspirations,	we	

provide	the	input,	direction,	and	advice	that	you	need.

Call today for your free personalized plan!

The right team can 
save you time, 
money and stress! 

Brokerage #10428 HO: 877.667.5483

Jerry Bosscher, AMP

MORTGAGE BROKER

jerrybosscher.ca
jerry.bosscher@migroup.ca

905.635.4269

Nicole Werkman  
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

nicolewerkman.com
nwerkman@sutton.com

866.630.8070

Sean Oostdyk  
REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY

folaw.ca
info@folaw.ca

905.681.7800

Call us today for your own customized 
home-buying solutions!

✔  SECURE RIGHT FINANCING! ✔  HASSLE-FREE DOCUMENTATION! ✔  SHOP WITH CONFIDENCE!

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc, Brokerage

We are currently looking for

AZ COMPANY DRIVERS
to run flatbed from Ontario to the United States

Jonker Trucking is a family-run, Christian-oriented 
company.

Over length experience an asset, but not required.
Training available.

Drivers will be:
• Home Every Weekend

• No Sunday Driving

Please contact Tim for more information
tim@jonkertrucking.com

Phone 905-957-9960 / Fax 905-957-9962
7728 Silver Street, Caistor Centre, ON   L0R 2E0

 

ADVERTISE IN

www.clarionmagazine.ca
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Combustion Techs is a progressive service provider 
located in Kent Bridge, ON. At Combustion Techs we 
specialize in service and maintenance of combustion 

equipment and thermal systems in both industrial and 
commercial applications throughout southwestern Ontario 
and surrounding area. We are currently seeking to expand 

our team and are taking applications. 

The successful applicant will be able to work independently  
as well as be a team player and be willing to travel with  

some or all of the qualifications listed.

Successful Applicants Qualifications:
•  Gas/Oil Technician 1 or 2
•  313A Refrigeration
•  447A Instrumentation
•  442A Electrician
•  Minimum 5 years of experience
•  ODP Card

Please submit your application to 
Hans Kuivenhoven at hansk@combustiontechs.com. 

If you have any questions 
 feel free to call Hans @ 226-346-4328.

 

Combustion Techs is a progressive service provider located in Kent Bridge, ON.  At 
Combustion Techs we specialize in service and maintenance of combustion equipment 
and thermal systems in both industrial and commercial applications throughout 
southwestern Ontario and surrounding area. We are currently seeking to expand our 
team and are taking applications. The successful applicant will be able to work 
independently as well as be a team player and be willing to travel with some or all of the 
qualifications listed. 

Successful Applicants Qualifications: 

• Gas/Oil Technician 1 or 2 
• 313A Refrigeration  
• 447A Instrumentation 
• 442A Electrician 
• Minimum 5 years of experience 
• ODP Card  

Please submit your application to Hans Kuivenhoven at hansk@combustiontechs.com. If 
you have any questions feel free to call Hans @ 226-346-4328. 

 

Portable, durable, washable 
fabrics & re-usable hardware:
 • Custom Table Covers 
 • Custom Tents
 • Bowhead Flags 
 • Media Walls
 • Custom Banners 
 • Trade Show Displays
 • Retractable Banners
 • Event Fencing 
 • Corporate Apparel

For INFORMATION & PRICING, contact:

Bruce Morris Phone: 905-741-5218
bmorris@valleyfashions.com

PARRY BARRIER

BANNER SYSTEM

PARRY BARRIER

BANNER SYSTEM

Visually connecting all of your marketing!

Custom Fabric Graphics!

...and more!
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www.davesauto.ca Operating since 1996

Dave and Maaike Buist
7109 Canborough Road, Dunnville, ON  N1A 2W1

Phone: 905-774-3111

Sales Representative
Anita Van Rootselaar

Direct: 519 831 2144

The keys to your home

O�ce: 519 836 6365
Fax: 519 836 7975

238 Speedvale Ave. W.
Guelph ON N1H 1C4

Real Estate Centre Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

Your gateway to the Guelph, Cambridge, and K/W areas.

anita@KristinandAnita.ca

SaleS RepReSentative
Rachel haRSevooRt

BROKERAGE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

STATE  REALTY

1122 Wilson Street West, Ancaster, ON L9G 3K9

Business:  905.648.4451

Direct:      905.741.1461

Toll Free:  1.877.648.4451

rachelharsevoort@royallepage.ca

• R.R.S.P.s / R.R.I.F.s / G.I.C.s

• Mutual Funds / Term Deposits

• Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness, Long-Term Care, Group)

• Residential Mortgages

• Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs)

• Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs)

• Tax Free Savings Accounts

• Financial / Estate / Succession Planning

• Retiring Allowances / Severances

• Health Plans and Travel Insurance

Financial Planning Professionals

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario  L9H 6P3

Phone: 905-628-9666 • Fax: 905-628-1035 • Toll Free: 1-866-856-5910
Email: rvanandel@ipcc.org • derek.lanting@ipcc.org

MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

 

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario  L9H 6P3     

Phone:  905-628-9666   Fax:  905-628-1035  Toll Free:  1-866-856-5910 

EMAIL:    rvanandel@ipcc.org   derek.lanting@ipcc.org 
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Financial Planning Professionals 

Derek J. Lanting
CFP, CPCA

Direct: 905-973-3198

Peter
Buitenwerf

Sales Representative

Personal, Professional Service
since 1987

Email: peterb@royallepage.ca
Website: peterb.ca
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We do.

Think you can change 
the world from the stage?

CHANGE can be big, like winning an Oscar 
big. Or it can be small, like behind the scenes 
small. It’s about what you choose to do on the 
one hand, and who you are on the other. We 
are more than our jobs, and God has a calling 
for each of us, wherever  we go.
That changes everything. Including you.

A degree you can believe in. redeemer.ca

A Caring, Christian Environment

Mount Nemo 
ChristiaN NursiNg hoMe

For more information and resident application 
please contact us at 905.335.3636

www.mountnemochristiannh.on.ca 
4486 Guelph Line, Burlington, Ontario

We can help when you need it.
We can meet you in the comfort of  

your own home to arrange:

> Visiting and Service in your church facility

> Cemetery arrangements

>  Complete assistance with C.P.P., Life Ins.,  

Pensions, etc. after the funeral

We’ll come to you at no extra cost.  

Let us show you the Faith-Link difference.

TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

KSL_Logo_REV_SPOT_Coated

Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig

July 2014

Joel Reynolds

Pantone 300 C  (55%)

White

REV - SPOT - COATED

Pantone 300 C  (100%)

Pantone 300 C  (65%)

Pantone 136 C  (100%)

TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

FLK_Logo_CMYK

Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig

August 2014

Nick Tenhage

CMYK

100/60/0/10

70/40/0/0

5/35/75/0

Meeting you where it matters.

Rick Ludwig Diane Vanderwoude  Garnet van Popta  

1-800-737-8275
kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink
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Graceview Enterprises Inc. is seeking a motivated and
committed individual to fill the position of 

PROJECT MANAGER/COORDINATOR
We specialize in the construction of institutional projects: 

churches, schools, community centres, etc. in the  
London, Woodstock, and St. Thomas area. 

Job Responsibilities include quantity takeoff,
estimating of costs and contract administration,  

proposal assembly and submissions, project closeout, 
coordination of trades submissions, contact with 

consultants, review of shop drawings.

Email Resume to: jobs@graceview.com
Graceview Enterprises Inc.

50432 Yorke Line, Belmont, ON N0L 1B0
Website: www.graceview.com

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

 

 

 
 

Graceview Enterprises, is seeking a motivated and 
committed individual to fill the position of Site 
Supervisor.  We specialise in the construction of 
institutional projects: churches, schools, community 
centres, etc in the London, Woodstock, and St. Thomas 
area.  Job Requirements would include supervision of sub 
trades and own forces, commitment to health and safety, 
carpentry, layout, co-ordination and scheduling of work. 
    
Email Resume to: jobs@graceview.com  
 

Graceview Enterprises Inc. 
50432 Yorke Line 

Belmont, ON  N0L 1B0 
 

Email: jobs@graceview.com        Website:  www.graceview.com  
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
City of Refuge is a committee established by and is under 
the oversight of the Synod of the Free Reformed Churches 
of North America. Our mission is to encourage churches 

to consider the needs of Christian refugees in many parts 
of the world with a view to sponsoring them to come to 
Canada. City of Refuge is Sponsorship Agreement Holder 

with Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada. 
We are currently looking to hire an 

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR 
(10 – 15 hours per week) 

for our refugee sponsorship program. 
Responsibilities 
• Provide information about sponsorship to churches 

through newsletters and emails 
• Provide assistance via email to refugees who may be 

eligible for resettlement 
• Prepare settlement training material to church sponsors 
• Provide presentations to various interested church groups 
• Inform and connect church sponsors with available 

settlement and integration services 
• Respond to telephone and email inquiries from sponsors 

and potential sponsors in a timely manner 
• Maintain strong working relationship with the City of 

Refuge committee 
Qualifications 
• Be a committed Christian 
• Have compassion for suffering Christians around the 

world 
• Possess strong computer and oral communications skills 
• Prepared to take some specialized training and periodic 

professional development 
• Ability to travel occasionally 
• Ability to work independently with minimal supervision 
• Prepared to meet, preferably in person, with the 

committee three times per year.
If you are interested in applying for this position,  

please submit a letter of application and resume to the 
chairman of City of Refuge, Rev. Jack Schoeman,  

pastor of Emmanuel Free Reformed Church
3386 Mt. Lehman Road, Abbotsford, BC  V4X 2M9.  

If you would like more information, please send an email to 
jackshoeman@outlook.com  

Application deadline is June 22, 2017.


