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EDITORIAL

Worship:

Eric Kampen

Minister of the Canadian Reformed
Church at Orangeville, Ontario
rev.e.kampen@gmail.com

Communing with our God

As you enter the sanctuary,
let your conversation with men cease
and commence to commune with your God

On a recent pulpit exchange in a neighboring United
Reformed Church, I noticed these words printed above the
liturgy section of their bulletin, “As you enter the sanctu-
ary, let your conversation with men cease, and commence
to commune with your God.” A quick search for the origin
of those words did not turn up the source, although it was
evident that other churches use the same words in their
bulletins. These words did strike me as very appropriate,
bringing out what is going on in worship, namely, meeting
our gracious God. This is such an amazing event, it calls for
our full and undivided attention the moment you enter the
place of worship.

But is not all of life worship?

Before elaborating, it is good to address an objection
that can arise when we single out worship as meeting with
God. Is not our whole life lived in the presence of God? This
is sometimes expressed in the words “Coram Deo,” mean-
ing, “in the presence of God.” Is the Lord not always near to
us through his Holy Spirit? Don’t we derive a great deal of
comfort that our God is always near?

We can’t deny that truth. This does not take away, how-
ever, that worship constitutes a special encounter with
God. The LORD even indicates that in the way he has called
one day in seven special, as is expressed in the Sabbath
command. He has decreed a day of rest from our regular
work to have time to approach him in worship. We can be
thankful for that pattern of one day of rest for the sake
of worship. In the busyness of life, we do not always have
time to focus on our relationship with him. During the day,
we need to be on full alert as we attend to our many tasks
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in this world, be it in the workplace or at home. When you
operate big machinery, that needs your full attention. You
will be a danger to all those around you as well as yourself
if that concentration is not there. When a mother is busy
with her children, that calls for her undivided attention. Of
course, there are many opportunities throughout the week
to commune with our heavenly Father in prayer, but a wor-
ship service is special. Here God is pleased to meet with his
people in a special way. In our worship on Sunday, we have
the opportunity to join the holy angels in worship around
the throne of God, along with all the saints who have gone
before us. In worship, heaven and earth connect for a while.

Getting in “the zone”

When we realize we are about to be engaged in an en-
counter with our holy, gracious God, we will realize that
this calls for the preparation of our minds and hearts. We
hear of it in the world of sports, where athletes will have
their pre-game routines to get focussed on the game. They
need to be in “the zone.” This means you must get rid of dis-
tractions. No athlete is going to give an interview a minute
before the game starts. That would break his concentration.

When it comes to worship, we are speaking of some-
thing far more significant, for we as sinners may come into
the presence of the holy God, who will soon greet us with
the word, “Grace and peace. . . .” Soon, we will hear his gos-
pel of salvation proclaimed to us. We need to get ready for
this. Anyone who has experienced unexpected delays on
the way to church and has had to rush in at the last minute
will know that such a rush prevents proper preparation. It
is good to sit down for some time, to decompress, to get in



the “worship zone.” It is also hard to focus when your mind is still ring-
ing from the chatter and friendly banter of conversation only seconds
before. We may know of those who make a point of always being in
church at least twenty minutes before the start of a service. It could
be that they want their favourite spot, but for many they sit and think
in anticipation of the worship service. The communing with God has
begun the moment they sit down.
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Redundancies

It would seem to me that if we would take these words
to heart, and the moment we enter the sanctuary we would
let our conversation with men cease, and commence to com-
mune with our God, we would see the redundancy of some
liturgical practices. I think of the call to worship. Worship-
pers have heard that call. In response to that call, they have
come to church. Itis alittle late at 10 a.m. to call to worship.
If one has been sitting in holy expectation of meeting God,
taking the time to pray silently if one so desires, one’s mind
should be prepared.

Distractions

When we work with the thought that, as we enter the
place of worship, our conversation with men should cease,
and we should commence to commune with our God, we may
want to reflect on some practices that are distracting. We
can think of the common practice of handing out bulletins
as people enter for worship. It seems like a good idea to catch
up on the congregational news. Yet, bulletins are often filled
with announcements for many activities and requests for
funds for many causes.
This does not enable one
to begin to commune with
God. It fills the mind with
things that need to be
done. It can be unsettling
rather than relaxing.

The other distrac-
tion can be a variety of
announcements. As one
has come to worship God
and one’s mind has be-
gun to focus on that, a variety of announcements about all
sorts of mundane matters is like throwing a bucket of cold
water over a person. Why, in an age with printed bulletins,
and many congregations sending them around electronically
on Friday or Saturday already, is there a need to break the
flow of communing with God that began the moment we sat
down? We are always bombarded with information and news
flashes. Why do we allow that to happen as we are at the very
point of beginning our worship of God?

It is good to

sit down for
some time, to
decompress,

to get in the
“worship zone"”

Silence

Perhaps to truly impress upon ourselves that we are
about to engage in worshipping our God, and to help our
communing with him, we need to give some thought to
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the use of silence. Currently, organists are expected to play
right up till the time the consistory walks in. One wonders
why this is so. We know the powerful effect of silence in
terms of concentrating your thoughts. We experience it
when we attend annual Remembrance Day ceremonies and,
in the minute of silence, we reflect on those who gave their
lives in wars. We even may see it at various occasions where
the lights dim and silence sets in as people anticipate what
is about to happen. In worship, we will soon have opportu-
nity to make a lot of joyful noise as we sing our praises to
our God, but, in the meantime, there is room for growing in
holy anticipation and preparation. Sometimes we speak of
situations where you can hear a pin drop. When we remem-
ber what is happening in worship, anticipating it should
create an atmosphere where you can hear a pin drop.

Collection time

While we are touching on the time leading up to the
actual worship service, the aspect of communing with God
is important to carry through for the whole worship ser-
vice. A point where the holy concentration is easily lost is
when it comes time for the collection. In most congrega-
tions, this takes place towards the end of the service. It is
hard to maintain the focus on what we are doing. The offer-
ing, though, is also part of our worship of God. It will be a
good time to reflect on the worship service and, in a sense,
prepare to get back to the realities of life that will soon be
there after the benediction.

Idealistic but not realistic?

Does all this sound rather idealistic? How are a young
father and mother with several young children sitting be-
side them ever going to manage this? What will a visitor
think when the place of worship is marked by a silence on
the part of those sitting there? No doubt there will be chal-
lenges. Young parents, however, having trained their chil-
dren to sit still, may actually cherish those minutes leading
up to the beginning of the service, finally having the time
to get in the zone for worship. As for visitors, we should
not hide from them that, in a way, worship is so different
from anything they experience in this busy, noisy, self-cen-
tred world. In worship we draw near to our holy, awesome,
gracious God. We tune out in order to tune in to commune
with our God.

So, make it a point on Sunday that, as you enter the
sanctuary, you let your conversation with men cease and
you commence to commune with your God.



MATTHEW 13:52

Walking on Water

“'Come,’ he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the
water and came toward Jesus.” Matthew 14:29

Have you ever been disappointed
in someone? You got your hopes up, but
then you found out they weren’t quite
what you thought they were?

It happens all the time — and at this
point the disciples must have thought
this was happening to them. We read in
Scripture that after the feeding of the
5,000 the crowds wanted to make Jesus
king. Imagine the hype! Thousands of
people wanted to make the Jesus we're
following king — and with good reason,
too! Jesus has just fed them all with
five fish and two loaves.

But immediately, we read in Scrip-
ture, Christ sends the crowds away,
tells his disciples to go out to sea, and
goes up on a mountainside alone to
pray. It seems like a wet blanket. Was
the crowd wrong? Were we wrong, the
disciples ask?

The answer is both yes and no.
Christ is not a king like the crowds and
the disciples think. He’s not a saviour
crafted after our imagination, a politi-
cal leader or superman. That’s never go-
ing to do the job. And so Christ has to
diffuse this tragic misperception.

But that doesn’t mean he isn’t
a king. He’s actually a king in a far
greater way that we dare to imagine!
That’s what the next event in the gos-
pels, when Christ walks on water, is all
about. It’s not something meant to wow
us, but to teach us the critical truth of
who Christ is in all of his hidden glory.

As the disciples strain at the oars
on the Sea of Galilee, the Lord Jesus
walks out on top of the choppy waves
towards them. When he reaches the

disciples, they are terrified. Just like we
would be, I think. But he says to them,
“Take courage, do not be afraid. Itis I.”

The background to this miraculous
sign is first of all the great Exodus from
Egypt. The water of the Sea of Galilee is
not split in two, but in both instances
a path is made where no human could
make a way. In Psalm 77 we read that
God led the way through the water. And
so when the disciples see Christ coming
to them, and hear him say, “ItisI,” or “I
AM,” they cannot escape the fact that
in Jesus God himself has come to bring
another exodus, a greater exodus, this
time from sin and Satan.

But this is a little different — walk-
ing on the water, not through it. This
also has an Old Testament background.
In Scripture we read about how God
treads the waves of the sea (e.g. Job
9:8). The sea represents evil in all of its
chaos and disruptiveness. Pagan myths
talked about how creation began when
certain gods slew sea creatures. Some
of the psalms (e.g. Ps 74, 89) proclaim
that this can only be said of Yahweh,
the LORD. Only he makes life possible.

So when Christ walks on water, it
symbolizes his authority not only over
waves and wind, but also over sin and
evil in all of its unruly rebellion. It is a
sign of what he will merit on the cross
— how he will be that King that fights
in a far greater way to bring peace and
order and new life in a world filled with
unbridled sin and hatred and death.

That is wondrous enough! But in
Matthew’s gospel, we have another
addition. Peter steps out of the boat,

Canadian Reformed Church at

Marc Jagt
Minister of the

Fergus (North), Ontario
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makes a few steps on the water as well,
but falters and is rebuked by Christ for
his little faith. Some have said Peter’s
request to walk on water is childish.
But our Lord doesn’t rebuke him. His
little faith is rebuked, but not his walk-
ing on water. Disciples are meant to
follow their Master. We are also meant
to walk on water, as we trust firmly in
Christ, and we are rebuked for not be-
ing able to do this.

What does this mean? Should we
head out to the nearest lake? We have
been given the privilege and the au-
thority to begin to live as our Saviour
lived and even to die as he died. We are
to tread the waves of the sea underfoot
and bring peace and life, to absorb evil
by turning the other cheek rather than
stirring it up. We are to love with God’s
love, be patient with God’s patience, be
holy as God as holy; to be faithful to
others as God is faithful to us. We are
also called to be kings who rule with
the Word and Spirit of Christ over sin
and Satan and who boldly go where no
sinner has gone before. Are those im-
possible things to ask? They are like
walking on water.

What do you expect of the Lord Je-
sus? He has come to do something far
greater than we could imagine — to tread
the waves of evil underfoot and bring a
salvation far greater than any earthly
power dares to offer. And what is more:
he calls us to come, to follow him, and to
walk on water as we look to him!

This meditation was originally published
in this magazine in 2006.
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A Faraway

Jan DeGelder

Minister Emeritus of the
Flamborough Canadian Reformed
Church in Ontario
jdegelder@cogeco.ca

but Lovely Sister

In the early nineteenth century, a man would travel from
Boston to New Zealand in about five months. Compared to
that, a twenty-five to thirty hour trip from Toronto to New
Zealand is actually not so bad. Although thirteen hours
straight in a tight economy class seat is still pretty long.

However - it brings you to a magnificent land that
shows in many different ways the splendour of God’s hand-
iwork. The snow-capped mountains and azure blue lakes
on the South Island, the smelly and bizarre-looking geo-
thermal features of the area around Rotorua on the North
Island, the lush and dense vegetation of the temperate
rainforest, the rugged Pacific coast, but also the green pad-
docks of Wairarapa, filled with sheep and cattle. . . all this
and much more speaks to the glory of the Almighty God,
the Creator.

And also in this spectacularly beautiful, but faraway
country the Lord gathers his church. Since Synod Smithers
2007, the Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRC) are in a sis-
ter church relationship with the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand (RCNZ). That’s not very long, and because of the dis-
tance, it takes time to become familiar with each other.

One way of doing so is sending delegates to each oth-
er’s synods. Unfortunately, the RCNZ rep who was to visit
Synod Dunnville in 2016 had to cancel his attendance for
health reasons.

Synod Dunnville instructed the Committee for Rela-
tions with Churches Abroad (CRCA) to send a delegate to
the next RCNZ Synod, to be held from September 9 - 15
in Palmerston North. And, although not a member of the
CRCA, I gladly accepted the invitation of the committee to
represent the CanRC.

It was not my first time in New Zealand. Earlier this
year my wife and I spent a few months in the country, where
I had the opportunity to preach in the Reformed Church of
Masterton and a few other places. [ was at that time also
invited to speak at three Church Polity conferences in each
of the three presbyteries.
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Background

It was a delight to be back in the country in Septem-
ber and to preach again in Masterton. Some background
information might be helpful. The RCNZ is a federation of
twenty churches and one church plant, with a total mem-
bership of about 3,500. Currently they have sixteen active
ministers and five students for the ministry: three at the
Reformed Theological College in Geelong (Australia) and
two at Mid-America Reformed Seminary. For a number of
reasons our Seminary in Hamilton (CRTS) is at this point
in time still a bridge too far for students from New Zealand.
But who knows. . . ?

They also have three vicars. What’s a “vicar”? you might
ask. After you graduate from your seminary, and you want
to pursue the ministry in the RCNZ, you are required to
complete an internship, which is called a “vicariate,” before
you can be examined to be declared eligible for call. As a
vicar you work in a congregation for one full year, under the
mentorship of an ordained minister and under the supervi-
sion of the local session.

You may have noticed the words “presbytery” and “ses-
sion.” This terminology reveals a unique aspect of the histo-
ry of the RCNZ. It is mainly an immigrant church, although
over the years a significant number of “original kiwis” have
joined. And many who do have Dutch roots came from a va-
riety of Reformed churches in Holland. Added to this, in its
fledgling years, the RCNZ received strong support from the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC), with several minis-
ters of the OPC serving in New Zealand. That’s the Presby-
terian influence. The RCNZ is one of the very few churches
that have the Three Forms of Unity and the Westminster as
confessional standards.

Conference

The previous synod had decided that a Thanksgiving
Conference for the 500" anniversary of the Reformation
was to be held prior to this synod. This took place on Fri-



day, September 8 and Saturday, September 9. Dr. Cornel
Venema, principal of Mid-America Reformed Seminary,
was the keynote speaker, on the theme: “Why the Refor-
mation Still Matters.”

Synod

The opening of the synod was on that Saturday after-
noon. This may sound a bit unusual, but getting the pre-
liminary matters, like checking credentials, electing an
executive, establishing the agenda, etc, out of the way on
Saturday, allows Synod to get down to business right away
on Monday morning.

The RCNZ synod does not work with advisory commit-
tees, as we are used to. Reports and overtures come with
clear recommendations, which are discussed and voted on
directly on the floor of Synod. The moderator, Rev. David
Waldron, did an admirable job in leading the assembly
through eighteen standing committee reports and eight
overtures, so that Synod could be closed on Friday, Septem-
ber 15, in the afternoon.

The reports cover a variety of topics, some of which
would never appear on the agenda of our general synods:
like reports on Overseas Mission, the ministers & wives
conference, the Calvinist Cadet Corps, the National Dia-
conate, and the Emeritus Savings Fund.

Let me highlight a few things that may be of interest
for our readers.

Missionaries are under the supervision and care of a
local session, but the Overseas Mission Board (OMB) is
involved in the missionary activities by assisting the local
churches. In its report the OMB expressed its thankful-
ness for the excellent cooperation with the Bethel CanRC
of Toronto, and the Free Reformed Church of Armadale on

Church building Palmerston North

the mission field in Papua
New Guinea (PNG).

On behalf of our Syn-
od Dunnville I could as-
sure the brothers that this
gratitude is mutual. The
work of Rev. Alan Douma
and his wife Odette in PNG
is greatly appreciated.

Palmerston Morth
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Church relations

As at our synods, also
in New Zealand much at-
tention is given to rela-
tions with other churches.

The RCNZ enjoys on-
going stable sister church
relationships with the
OPC, the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Austra-
lia, the United Reformed
Churches, the CanRC,
and the Free Reformed
Churches of Australia (FRCA). At this synod a new sister
church relationship was established with the Presbyterian
Reformed Church of Australia, a small church with about
ten congregations in S.E. Australia.

It is true that contact between the CanRC and the RCNZ
on the level of deputies and synods has been minimal. At
the same time - in a meeting with the Interchurch Relations
Committee and in several personal conversations it became
clear that many in the RCNZ have come to appreciate the
relationship with the CanRC. Despite the distance, people
do travel between the countries. And over the last two years
several retired CanRC ministers have served as interim pul-
pit supply in the RCNZ, which has been a blessed experience.

Can we strengthen those ties? [ am sure we can. We
can call each other’s ministers, invite conference speakers,
swap articles between Clarion and Faith in Focus, and per-
haps we may spark some serious interest for studying for
the ministry at CRTS.

In 2015 our Australian sister churches entered into a
sister church relationship with the RCNZ. At Synod Palm-
erston North the FRCA were represented by Revs. Alkema
and Pot, as first-time official fraternal delegates. It was en-
couraging to notice that this relationship is quite rapidly
developing into a strong and warm bond, with increasing
mutual appreciation. Members of both federations travel
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Moderamen Synod RCNZ 2017!

back and forth, there have been a number of pulpit ex-
changes, RCNZ ministers have provided pulpit supply in
Western Australia, and young people from both sides of the
Tasman Sea got together for a joined youth camp.

It was a sad moment when Synod decided to suspend
the sister church relationship with the Reformed Churches
in The Netherlands (RCN). For several years already the
RCNZ had the same concerns about the developments in
the RCN as have been expressed by the CanRC and many
other Reformed and Presbyterian churches around the
world. The readers may remember several articles on these
matters in Clarion.

The decision of Synod Meppel (in June 2017) of the
RCN to admit women to be ordained in all ecclesiastical of-
fices, and the way in which the Bible is read to justify this
decision, led the Interchurch Relations Committee to rec-
ommend this step and Synod adopted it unanimously. Al-
though a sad moment indeed, I must say that the discussion
had a brotherly tone and that it was dealt with in a respect-
ful atmosphere.

Concluding remarks

It was a joy to experience the fellowship of faith at the
Synod of the RCNZ. I felt very much at home, not only among
the brothers in the Lord I met at Synod, but also among God’s
people in the congregation where I spend both Sundays.

It was a privilege to see the Holy Spirit at work in the
humble submission to God’s Word, the respectful man-

w‘{u L] '!t‘F

CALL ACCEPTED

Accepted the call extended to him by the Canadian
Reformed Church of Abbotsford, BC:
Rev. Dave de Boer

of the Ebenezer Canadian Reformed Church of Chatham,
Ontario

CALLED

Called by the Smithvile Canadian Reformed Church in
Smithville, ON:

Rev. A. Witten
of the Vernon Canadian Reformed Church, Vernon, B.C.

CHURCH NEWS

ner in which the brothers worked together and listened
to each other, the moving devotions by ministers, vicars,
and elders, the intense prayers, especially at a few tense
moments, as well as the robust singing to the glory of God
from their beautiful song book Sing to the Lord.

There is much to be thankful for in this sister church
relationship with a faithful and true church of the Lord
Jesus Christ, fully committed to the Scriptures and to the
Reformed faith summarized in the great confessions of
the Reformation.

Sometimes people wonder. . . why do we maintain re-
lationships with churches around the globe? The world is
a big place, and our manpower and resources are not un-
limited. Well, as we face the same challenges as Reformed
churches in a post-christian society, we do have opportuni-
ties to support each other.

But there is more. It is good to be reminded that we are
part of something that is much bigger than our own eccle-
siastical comfort zone. We see a glimpse of God’s universal
building project - his holy catholic church, and of what we
confess about this church.

Meeting the Bride of Christ in this lovely sister of ours
is a visible reminder that the glorified Son of God continues
to gather, defend, and preserve the church, in the unity of
the true faith, till with our own eyes we will all see the mul-
titude no one can count.

"l'l-'-

Overview of Synod
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Visiting our

Scottish Brethren

Introduction

It had been five years ago, in 2012, that the last Canadi-
an Reformed delegation visited the Free Church of Scotland
(FCS) and the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) (FCC).
And so the Committee for Contact with Churches Abroad
(CRCA), in line with the mandate given to it by General
Synod Dunnville 2016, decided that it would be good for
two delegates to visit the General Assembly of the FCS and
the FCC. At Synod Dunnville, I had been appointed to serve
in the CRCA and this was my first trip in that capacity. I
was accompanied by Dr. John Vanderstoep of Surrey, BC, a
recently retired member of the committee and a member of
the previous delegation to Scotland in 2012.

Edinburgh

We set off from Vancouver airport on Thursday, May 18,
2017 and arrived in Edinburgh on the following day early in
the afternoon. Coming from a small town in northern BC
where there is much natural beauty but little tangible older
history, I must say that suddenly finding myself walking
through the streets of medieval Edinburgh was somewhat
of a shock to the system, though a pleasant one. Edinburgh
is a bustling city and the old downtown core is filled with
interesting historical sites. The highest point is occupied by
the castle which is an impressive sight and one of the oldest
fortified places in Europe (according to the tourist litera-
ture). As you walk through the outer gates into the castle,
you meet the statues of Scottish freedom fighters William
Wallace and Robert the Bruce, who fought against the Eng-
lish in a struggle which would last for hundreds of years.

Various points of reformational historical interest could
be seen as we walked through the castle and followed the
Royal Mile down through the old city. Opposite St. Giles’ Ca-
thedral is the John Knox House, where John Knox is said
to have lived during the last years of his life while he was
minister in Edinburgh (1559-1572). Also of special interest
is the Greyfriars Kirk, just a short way off the Royal Mile. At

S. Carl Van Dam

Minister of the Canadian Reformed
Church at Houston, B.C.
s.carl.vandam@gmail.com

this church, in 1638, the Covenanters signed the National
Covenant which was a pledge to uphold and defend the true
religion of the Bible and the teachings of the Reformers over
against Roman Catholicism. It also set forth that the church
should be free of control by the civil government. Some time
later, the Covenanters were repressed and suffered horrible
persecution for their beliefs.

At the end of Royal Mile is the Palace of the Holyrood.
The name “Holyrood” refers to a relic which is supposed
to have been part of the cross of Jesus. Legend has it that
King David I, son of Queen Margaret, was out hunting near
Edinburgh and was almost killed by a stag, when he saw
his mother’s “Black Rood” between the antlers, after which
the stag suddenly went back into the forest. As a result, he
founded the Holyrood Abbey in 1128. In the early 1500s,
James IV built a palace next to the abbey. This palace re-
mains a royal residence to this day. When we were there
it was closed to the public because HRH Princess Anne
was staying there during the week of the General Assem-
bly. She is the Lord High Commissioner of the Church of
Scotland; this national church was also having its General
Assembly at this time. It is quite ironic that directly oppo-
site this old and stately royal palace, on the other side of
the street, stands the Scottish National Parliament with its
ultra-modern architecture. Although there has been much
conflict and bloodshed in the past, it is good to see that the
British royals and Scottish nationalists are now able to co-
exist peacefully.

Sunday worship

On Sunday, May 21, we worshipped in the morning at the
Edinburgh-St. Columba’s FCC. Rev. Robert McCurley of Green-
ville, South Carolina led the worship service. (The FCC have
a North American presbytery consisting of several churches
throughout the United States; the small congregation in Smith
Falls, Ontario is considered a mission post.) He preached on
Luke 23:39-43 about the conversion of the criminal on the
cross, next to Jesus. He stressed how this showed the abun-
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dant grace of the Lord that this man was given faith literally
moments before his death but also emphasized the urgency
of the need to repent today, that we must not presume upon
the Lord’s kindness that there will always be tomorrow for
there may not be. The FCC sings the psalms exclusively in wor-
ship without any musical instruments. A precentor (known in
Dutch as a voorzanger) leads the congregation in singing the
psalm according to the tune which has been announced. A
wide variety of tunes are used including some Genevans. In
the FCC worship services and at their General Assembly, they
stand to pray and sit to sing. This is done in contrast to the
ECS, who stand to sing and sit to pray.

In between services, we were treated to an elaborate
and delicious dinner at the residence of Rev. James Gra-
cie (the minister of the Edinburgh-St. Columba’s FCC) and
his wife and their daughters. Rev. McCurley and an elder
from his church were also present; we could enjoy a time
of good Christian fellowship. Rev. Gracie then brought us
to the St. Columba’s FCS in old town Edinburgh, for the
evening service.

The minister of St. Columba’s FCS is Rev. Derek Lamont,
who was also going to be the moderator for the FCS Gen-
eral Assembly. He led the worship service that evening
and preached on Proverbs 8:22-31. In his sermon, he made
the point that Jesus’ beauty came through his holiness. So
much of what the world calls “beauty” is only fleeting and
temporary. He exhorted us to follow Jesus and to live a life
filled with the beauty of holy living. In this worship service,
we sang a mix of psalms, led by a precentor, and hymns,
accompanied respectfully by a small band of several mu-
sical instruments. We spoke with a number of those who
attended, including a couple who had recently come from
the Church of Scotland, due to concerns about its unbibli-
cal direction. We discovered that this is happening more
frequently these days. The FCS is seen by members of other
churches as a church which seeks to be faithful to the Word
of God and as a good new church home for them. We were
thankful for an encouraging day of worship with our broth-
ers and sisters in the FCC and FCS.

Edinburgh Theological Seminary

On Monday, we visited the Edinburgh Theological Sem-
inary, formerly the Free Church College. We were kindly
given a tour of the facilities by the secretary and admin-
istrator, Mrs. Heather Watson. The seminary has recently
expanded its operations and enrolls quite a few students,
both from within and outside of the ECS, in a variety of
programs, including undergraduate, graduate, diploma,
and certificate theological studies. The quality of theologi-

November 17, 2017

St. Columba’s Free Church of Scotland, where the FCS
General Assembly was held.

cal education is maintained at a high standard. The follow-
ing quote from Principal Iver Martin’s recent annual report
gives a sense of the vision of the seminary,
The current healthy enthusiasm for evangelism and
church planting within the Free Church must not take
precedence over robust, thorough theological educa-
tion. Evangelism is much more than a one line mes-
sage. The more theologically grounded we are, the more
equipped we will be to bring the gospel to the lost. Cut-
ting theological corners amounts to a short-term strat-
egy and to ultimate disaster. In our hurry to reach peo-
ple with the gospel it is sometimes tempting to sacrifice
theological depth on the altar of pragmatism; and while
vigour may appear to arouse short-term excitement, an
absence of rigour will spell disaster in the longer term.
It is encouraging to note both the desire to reach the lost
and to maintain theological depth. May the Lord bless the
work of the seminary as it trains the next generation of
leaders in the FCS and beyond.

General Assemblies

The sad reality of the two church federations, FCS and
the FCC, is that they meet at their respective General As-
semblies at the same time, making it challenging for visi-
tors from abroad to take in their meetings. We decided
that we would separate for the Monday opening evening
service, with Dr. Vanderstoep visiting the FCS opening ser-
vice, held at the St. Columba’s FCS, and with me visiting
the FCC service, held at the Liberton Kirk. We would then
stay together for the rest of the time, visiting the FCS as-
sembly on Tuesday and Thursday and the FCC assembly on
Wednesday. This worked out well. Dr. Vanderstoep brought
fraternal greetings from the Canadian Reformed Churches



to the FCS General Assembly while I did the same to the
ECC General Assembly on Wednesday.

A special highlight was the visit of HRH Princess Anne
to the FCS General Assembly at the end of its proceedings
on Thursday at noon. She addressed the assembly on behalf
of the Queen and thanked them for their continued work
and commitment. She indicated that it was her pleasure to
assure her Majesty of the Church’s “loyalty and affection
for her.” Her visit (along with most of the other General
Assembly sessions) can be viewed at the St. Columba’s FCS
Youtube channel. Both the FCS and FCC General Assem-
blies prepared and delivered Loyal and Dutiful Addresses
to her Majesty the Queen.

The General Assemblies essentially take two and a half
days. They are run quite differently than our General Syn-
od. As they meet every year, there is less material to work
through and the reports and recommendations are all done
ahead of time before the assembly starts. This means that,
at the General Assembly, on the whole, there is opportunity
for limited discussion and minor tweaking only. There is
very little, if any, committee work done during the assem-
bly as happens at our synods. It was our observation that
the decisions of the General Assembly generally followed
the recommendations submitted to the assembly. In what
follows I would like to highlight some of the matters that
were dealt with at the two General Assemblies.

FCS

The Mission Board reported the completion of a strat-
egy document entitled “Reforming the Church for Mission”
which hopes to stimulate the members of the church to be
more engaged in the work of spreading the gospel in local
communities. The desire is expressed that each member
will have a heart for this work to reach the lost rather than
it being seen only as a task for a committee in the church.

FCS General Assembly in session.

Liberton Kirk, where the

FCC General Assembly
was held.

The FCS is active in church planting efforts in various
parts of Scotland. Some growth in various locations is en-
couraging. The matter of Christian education as well as sup-
porting parents whose children are in state schools has the
attention of the Board; it is hoped that this matter will be
explored more fully in the coming year.

Various foreign mission projects are reported on. Ac-
tivities are occurring in Latin America (Lima Theological
Seminary in Peru and Rev. Dr. Manuel Renno in Colom-
bia), South Africa (Dumisani Theological Institute and Free
Church of Southern Africa), India (church plants by the
Presbyterian Free Church and Christian schools in Lakh-
nadon and Chhapara), Israel (mission among Jewish people
in Israel), Asia (Central Asia, Nepal and Turkey), Italy (Rev.
Gavino Fioretti in northern Italy), and Cambodia.

The FCS maintains ecumenical relations in different
categories with various federations of churches in the UK
and abroad. The developments in the Reformed Churches in
the Netherlands (liberated) with regard to women in office
and same sex relations were noted with sadness.

The General Assembly this year was deeply affected by
the tragic death of Rev. Dr. lain Campbell in January 2017.
The churches were urged to remember all those affected in
prayer that they might receive healing and restoration. The
report of the Board of Ministry had a special focus on the
spiritual welfare of ministers and their families. It was noted
that “more than 10 per cent of those who have been ordained
in recent decades have left ministry because of resignation,
burnout or moral failure.” Paul David Tripp’s book entitled
Dangerous Calling was commended as a helpful resource in
dealing with these challenges. The report urged ministers to
know themselves, be diligent in heartful private worship and
prayer, and hold themselves accountable with caring broth-
ers in the faith.
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FCC

The report of the Ecumenical Relations Committee re-
ferred to the prayer of Jesus Christ in John 17 that God’s
people would be one and the desirability that the spiritual
unity among believers would also be expressed in outward
unity in a church federation. The report states, “We believe
this outward unity. . . should be promoted and pursued
where possible between denominations without compro-
mise of the Truth revealed in Scripture.” Further, there are
warnings against a “false ecumenicity” at the expense of
the truth as well as an “unbiblical separatism.” The report
notes a number of contacts with North American churches
and goes into some detail about its concerns with the ap-
parent drift of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands
(liberated) toward women in office.

Mission projects in the UK as well as Europe are reported
on. In addition to the work of Donald John Morrison in the
UK, this work takes place in Northern Ireland (Ballyclare
and Doagh), Spain (Barcelona, Miranda, and Bilbao), France
(Pau), South America, and London. Further afield, mission
work is also being done in Zambia and Sri Lanka. It is also
noted that the FCC congregation of Smith Falls, Ontario is
currently receiving the services of the retired Rev. John Roke
of the United Reformed Churches in North America.

It was striking to hear how involved the FCC is in ad-
dressing the Scottish Parliament and other authorities on
matters of public, religious, or moral concern. Some of the
topics addressed are: same-sex marriage, organ and tissue
donation, recent changes to the Child Protection system,
objections to certain techniques in connection with in vitro
fertilisation, abortion, the departure of the UK from the

Greyfriars Kirk, where the Covenanters signed the
National Covenant in 1638.
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EU, and the UK’s rela-
tionship with the Vati-
can. Clear support for
the UK leaving the EU is
expressed as that would
cause the UK to be inde-
pendent of allegiance to
another “earthly insti-
tution,” would weaken
ties to Roman Catholi-
cism and move toward
a situation in which the
allegiance of the nation
would be to the Lord.

Closing thoughts

It was good to be
present at the General
Assemblies of our Scot-
tish brethren. We could
get to know some of
the people within the
churches and could wit-
ness their desire to re-
main faithful to the Scriptures and the Reformed faith as
summarized in the confessions. The gospel of the grace and
mercy of God in Jesus was proclaimed clearly and permeated
both the content and the tone of the General Assemblies.
From the above, one can also sense that the FCS and FCC
have a different history than we do, which results in some
differences in practice and emphasis in various matters. This
is to be expected and does not affect the fundamental unity
that we have with them in the faith. We are thankful that
we may have the bond of ecclesiastical fellowship with them.

At the same time, it must also be acknowledged that we
experienced profound sadness at the division between the
FCS and FCC (which occurred in 2000). It appears that the
two federations have drifted apart more and more over the
intervening years. While, as far as we can tell, they share
the same faith and theology, there were disagreements con-
cerning the application of certain principles of church gov-
ernment as well as liturgical and musical differences which
could not be resolved in a satisfactory manner. As outsiders,
we will never be able to understand all the intricacies of the
situation. The brokenness, also in Christian churches, is all
too evident in church history, also in our own context. The
church will continue to struggle until the day that she be-
comes the church triumphant at the return of her Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus!

John Knox House



CLIPPINGS ON POLITICS AND RELIGION

Protecting

Cornelis Van Dam

Professor emeritus of Old Testament
at the Canadian Reformed
Theological Seminary

in Hamilton, Ontario
cvandam@canrc.org

Freedom of Worship

The Canadian federal government is moving to elimi-
nate outdated laws which have either been struck down
by the court or simply don’t function anymore in current
society. That’s commendable. Remove the clutter of obso-
lete legislation. However, Bill C-51 as it now reads will also
strike from the law books offences which are still current
and which protect freedom of worship by ensuring that
worship can be carried out peacefully.

Clause 14 of this Bill would remove the protection that
ministers and those who worship currently have under Sec-
tion 176 of the Criminal Code which reads as follows:

Obstructing or violence to or arrest of officiating
clergyman
176 (1) Every one who

(a) by threats or force, unlawfully obstructs or prevents
or endeavours to obstruct or prevent a clergyman or
minister from celebrating divine service or performing
any other function in connection with his calling, or

(b) knowing that a clergyman or minister is about to per-
form, is on his way to perform or is returning from the
performance of any of the duties or functions men-
tioned in paragraph (a)

(i) assaults or offers any violence to him, or

(ii) arrests him on a civil process, or under the pretence
of executing a civil process,
is guilty of an indictable offence and liable to im-
prisonment for a term not exceeding two years.

(2) Every one who wilfully disturbs or interrupts an as-
semblage of persons met for religious worship or for a
moral, social or benevolent purpose is guilty of an of-
fence punishable on summary conviction.

Why the Liberal government would eliminate provisions
which protect ministers and worshippers from interference
and disturbance is not clear, especially since these laws are
not unconstitutional and hate crimes against churches and
mosques are on the rise. Indeed, as André Schutten of ARPA
pointed out in Light House news, this law is still being used
and it protects all faiths, including the Muslim faith.

Over against the argument that without this law people
can still be charged with criminal trespass, André Schut-
ten noted that such an argument shows “total ignorance of
what a worship service is. . . . It’s a public worship service.
So, you know, we can’t exactly criminally charge protestors
who come to a church service if we're so public about our
worship. Our worship is open to the public; we want other
people to be able to come. They’re welcome in our church
buildings. We want them to hear the Gospel.”

As the ARPA website notes, the good thing about the
current criminal code is that judges have specific guide-
lines that can guide their judgment. “Furthermore, while
we enjoy relative peace between religious groups in Can-
ada, that has not always been the case, nor should we as-
sume that it will continue. . . . As Canada welcomes more
people of diverse faiths and conversations around contro-
versial cultural issues increases tension, it is likely that
we will have greater need for section 176, not less, in the
coming decades.”

So why does the Liberal government want to remove a
law that historically protected Christian worship? Yet, the
federal government has recently passed an anti-Islamopho-
bia motion that seeks protection for Muslim worship but
the Liberals refused to include protection for Christianity
and other faiths. Is the current desire to delete section 176
another example of disdain for Christianity?

Bill C-51 has passed second reading. ARPA, the Evan-
gelical Fellowship of Canada, and others are lobbying the
Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights which is
reviewing the bill to get Clause 14 removed. You can also do
your part to protect your minister and the full freedom of
Sunday worship from disruption by using ARPA’s EasyMail.
And, let us not forget to pray for the Lord’s blessing on all
efforts to safeguard our Christian liberties.

Sources used: The Government of Canada Justice Laws Web-
site; Light House News on the ARPA website; the website of
the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.
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Jonah

Go to www.clarionmagazine.ca to print
and colour this picture!

Jonah was a prophet. God told him to qo to
the city of Nineveh and tell them to repent
because they had been very sinful. Jonah
was afraid of the people of Nineveh, and
decided to run away on a ship instead. God
sent 3 huge storm and Jonah knew that the
storm would only stop if the sailors threw
him overboard. When they did, the storm
stopped and God sent a huge fish to swallow
Jonah. After three days, the fish spat him
out, safe and sound. Then Jonah knew he
could never run away from God. He went
to Nineveh and told the people to repent.
They listened to Jonah and repented, and
God forgave them.
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RAY OF SUNSHINE

The Lord has blessed us with a wonderful church com-
munity. All across the world we are able to celebrate Christ
together; no matter how close or far away we are, no mat-
ter how small or big, young or old. May we all strive to be
a ray of sunshine in each other’s lives, showing the light of
Christ in all that we do. The Lord loves each and every one
of us with our unique talents and abilities. Let us all ask for
strength from him to use each of our own talents and abili-
ties in our everyday walk of life.

What is the Ray of Sunshine?

Here at the Ray of Sunshine we are able to celebrate the
birthdays of those in our church communities who have a
disability. We have many fellow church members who have a
disability, whether it is physical, mental, or developmental.
Here we can celebrate their birthday with them, and learn
more about them. Each person has their own unique beau-
tiful story. Through the Ray of Sunshine we can know who
is celebrating a birthday and we also can learn more about
each of them by the biographies written about them.

With the birthdays written here, we can personally send
birthday greetings to our fellow church believers. A visit
whenever possible means so much. You also could just send
them a card; these gestures mean so much to each and
every one of them. You could also maybe do this together
as a group or society. Let us all show our love and support
to everyone near and far.

Rachel Vis

If you know of a fellow church or family member who
has a disability and would love to have their birthday sub-
mitted in the Ray of Sunshine | would love to know more
about them!

Let us continue to encourage and take care of one an-
other as we live in this present world. Each of us has been
given a different task and different abilities. May we con-
tinue to be a ray of sunshine to everyone around us.

But now, O Lorp, you are our Father;

We are the clay, and you are our potter;
h k hand.

we are all the work of your hand Isaiah 64:8

December birthdays

10 James Kamminga will be 33
c/o Cornerstone Christian Care
Box 367
Carman, MB ROG 0JO

15 Julie Kamminga will be 29
c/o Cornerstone Christian Care
Box 367
Carman, MB ROG 0JO

Happy Birthday to both James and Julie! May the Lord bless
you with many more years in his care.

A NOTE TO PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS

If there are any address or other changes that | need to be aware of please let me know as soon as possible.
Rachel Vis

731 Lincoln Street, Wellandport, Ontario LOR 2J0
tom.rachelvis@gmail.com « 905-329-9476

November 17, 2017 H



YOU ASKED

William den Hollander
Minister emeritus of the

Bethel Canadian Reformed Church
of Toronto, Ontario
denhollanderw@gmail.com

Were people surprised
by John’'s approach
with baptism?

Matthew 3:11 mentions baptism for the first time. As far as we know,
nowhere in the Old Testament is baptism mentioned.
Wouldn't the people have questioned that: This stranger, in the desert,

with weird clothes, baptizing?

Baptism is characterized in the New
Testament as a “cleansing by the wash-
ing of water” (Eph 5:26), or by the
“washing” of regeneration (Titus 3:5).
The connection is rather obvious be-
tween baptism as “a cleansing by the
washing with water” and the washings
prescribed for the Israelites in the Old Testament. In the
OT, washings were related, first of all, to the service in the
tabernacle and temple. They were required for the priests
before they could perform their service in the LORD’s holy
place (Exod 29:4), as they were for the Levites (Num 8:6-
7). All Israelites as well often had to wash themselves in
order to participate in the service of the LORD (Lev 15).
People had to be cleansed before appearing in God’s sight!
A special kind of cleansing was required for those who had
been healed of their leprosy (Lev 14:1-9). Even away from
God’s presence in the sanctuary, the Israelites had to be
cleansed by the washing of water (Gen 35:2; Exod 19: 10;
2 Sam 12:20). The OT washings had a special eschatologi-
cal meaning as well (i.e. with a view to the future of Israel)
(Ezek 36:25, 27). Their washings, therefore, were more than
ceremonial practices; they symbolized the deeper meaning
of their need for cleansing by the LORD God himself. Hence
baptism (John’s, Jesus’, and the NT sacrament of baptism)
is the fulfilment of the OT washings.
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Although it is true, as the questioner states, baptism
per se is not mentioned in the OT, there is yet another prac-
tice that was commonly known in the days of John the
Baptizer, namely the proselyte baptism. We read about it in
the commentaries on the OT laws and decrees (e.g. in the
Talmud). Proselyte baptism was the baptism required of a
Gentile who became a Jew. A proselyte was a “newcomer,”
literally, a recent convert, one who was brought over from
one religious belief to another. The “newcomer” had to be
baptized (washed, cleansed) just as the Jews were being
washed, cleansed. The “newcomer” or Gentile had to ob-
serve the same as the Law required of the Israelites (Num
15:15) — the proselyte was washed (baptized!) a week after
his circumcision, when his wound had been healed. At that
time the proselyte was instructed in some of the weighti-
er and lighter matters of the law, after which “he plunged
himself and came up;” and behold, he was an Israelite in all
things (cf. Paul’s description of baptism in terms of dying
to the old self and rising to the new self, Rom 6:1-14).

As this proselyte baptism was being in use in John’s
days, it was not strange at all when John started baptizing,
namely his baptism unto repentance and forgiveness of sins
(Jer 31:34)! In fact, also John’s baptism had this eschatologi-
cal overtone (as in the OT washings, cf. Ezek 36: 25, 27), pro-
claiming as he did the coming of the kingdom of heaven. “Re-
pent, and prepare the way of the Lord,” John was saying, upon



which people from far and near would come and be baptized.
John presented himself in the apparel of Elijah (2 Kgs 1:8),
thereby fulfilling the OT prophecy and promise of the coming
of a second Elijah as well (Mal 4:5). Yes, even the fact that John
preached in the wilderness had its own meaning and purpose,
seeing how the people of Israel came to Canaan through the
wilderness and given the prophecy in Hosea 2:13 that in the

last days the LORD would bring his people in the desert again
and speak to its heart. At that time there also was the expec-
tation that the Messiah would come from the desert, hence
John was there to prepare the hearts of God’s people for the
coming of the Messiah, and thus for the coming of the king-
dom of God! In short, there was nothing strange, unusual, or
surprising in John’s preaching, baptizing, place, and apparel!

What about unions today,
can Christians join them

or not?

What about Christians forming or joining a union: can they or can they not?
Is there a discerning biblical view on unions?

The matter expressed in this question

is a complex one. It’s a sensitive issue,

and one which has a history that hasn’t

always seen the necessary clarity, jus-

tice, and insights regarding this com-

plexity. As in many ethical matters,

the Bible does not give cut and dried

answers that will solve every problem or clarify every nu-

ance. Although scriptural principles can be applied to such

aspects as authority, justice, labour and labour relations,

voluntary associations of men for various positive societal

purposes (hospital boards, workers’ guilds), and the like,

the practical consequences of these principles in matters of

contracts, employer-employee relations, strikes, and rights
and freedoms cannot always be discerned easily.

The phenomenon of a “union” for the purpose of col-

lective bargaining can be recognized in the situation as

revealed in 1 Kings 12: 3-4, the people of Israel discussing

with Rehoboam his policy and approach to government. The
Bible does not judge whether this was right or wrong. An-
other example that can be adduced from history is the trade
“guilds” in the Middle Ages. They served to help one anoth-
er, make rules for training new members, maintain a high
level of skill and workmanship, etc. Likewise, today there
are the associations that serve to protect the profession, the
professionals, and their “products” or services (e.g. doctors,
lawyers, accountants, pilots), and membership is voluntary.
Basically, a union is an organization engaged in regulating
employer-employee relations and requiring several essen-
tial elements, such as a constitution approved by members,
and not being employer dominated or influenced.

In any and every labour relationship there should be an
agreement, or contract, between the employer and employee
which is the result of mutual negotiations. Such a contract
can be continued or terminated by both parties, according
to the terms set out in the contract. In a larger business,
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however, it is very difficult for the management to deal with
a great number of employees on an individual basis. Collec-
tive bargaining is more efficient; hence, if the union or as-
sociation is simply assisting the employer and employees in
terms of establishing mutually agreeable terms of contract
and allowing collective bargaining as opposed to individual
contracting, it benefits both parties. Included in these con-
tract talks should then also be matters of justice and fair
treatment (James 5:4), pay, vacation, working hours, and
minimum safety standards. If and when such labour regula-
tions and agreements are achieved through reasonable and
peaceful negotiations, this may only benefit both partiesin a
labour relationship. In the Old Testament already the LORD
provided several laws regarding workers, concerning their
wages, exploitation of workers, hired men (Lev 19:13; Deut
24:14; Isa 58:3; Mal 3:5).

When we hear the name “unions,” generally speaking
this meets with reservation and rejection. Traditionally
unions have consistently pursued adversarial relationships
with employers. The existence and performance of a Chris-
tian labours association (CLAC), for instance, shows that an
approach of cooperation rather than confrontation, of con-
ciliatory bargaining for practical purposes, does not violate
scriptural principles. Before we reject a certain organization
or association, therefore, and condemn those who join it, we
should first study its constitution and history to see how they
reach their goals. What does the constitution say about the
obligations of the members; what forms of commitments are
required in order to join the association; are there commit-
ments required which Christians cannot make (e.g. complete
allegiance and total commitment, participation in strikes,
walking the picket line, etc. which would be against God’s
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you’ve been wanting to know?
An answer you’ve been looking for?

Ask us a question!

Please direct questions to Rev. \X. denHollander

23 Kinsman Drive, Binbrook, ON LOR 1CO

call to work faithfully and promote the neighbour’s good -
the employer’s, fellow-worker’s, communities’ well-being)? A
blind allegiance to the dictates of the executive and the vote
of the membership contravenes the exclusive demands of
God (first commandment) and of Christ (Matt 10:36; 16:24)
as well as our total submission to the Word of God (1 John
4:6); no one can or may serve two masters. Obligations, how-
ever, have to be considered on their own merits: e.g. some
are trade associations and organizations of workers in a cer-
tain area of science, technology, and academic pursuits to ex-
change expertise and experience and to administer matters
of common interest.

Many more aspects could (and should) be considered
when considering the question of joining or forming a
union; more than can be addressed within the format and
limitations of this column. First and foremost among them
are related to the place of a Christian in their participa-
tion: does it require disobedience to the Lord (Acts 4:19;
5:29), violation of conscience (Rom 13:5; 1Tim 1:19); a yoke
of slavery that replaces the yoke of Christ (Matt 6:24; Gal
5:1), or an unequal yoke with unbelievers (2 Cor 6:14), or
does it put up an obstacle among the brotherhood of faith
(Rom 14). Also, in regards to labour relations, the Christian
should insist upon freedom of religion, freedom of expres-
sion, freedom of conscience, and freedom to dissent in a
situation of strikes or financial support with union dues for
purposes that are in conflict with God’s Word or our faith.
From past experience, however, I know that obtaining ex-
emptions from these and other practices are possible, yet
requires consistency among the members, faithfulness to
Scripture and confessions, and a willingness to stand up for
our constitutional rights.

Is there something

denhollanderw@gmail.com



PRESS RELEASES

Press Release of Classis Northern Ontario, held
September 21, 2017, at the building of Fergus
Maranatha Canadian Reformed Church

The assembly began with singing, reading of God’s
Word, and prayer. All the churches were properly repre-
sented and Classis was constituted. Rev. D. Pol served as
president, Rev. M. Jagt as vice-president, and Rev. E. Kam-
pen as clerk.

All the churches were properly represented and Clas-
sis was constituted. Reports were given on church visits
to the following churches: Brampton, Fergus Maranatha,
Grand Valley, Guelph Living Word, Guelph Emmanuel, Or-
angeville. These reports were received with thankfulness.

The church of Orangeville reported that the archives kept
by Owen Sound were found to be in good order. The classical
treasurer’s report was received showing a healthy bank bal-
ance. It was also reported that the books of the classical trea-
surer had been checked and were found to be in good order.

A report from the Needy Churches Committee indi-
cated there was no request for assistance. An audit of the
books of this Committee indicated they were in good order.

The churches answered in the affirmative that the min-
istry of the office bearers is being continued and the deci-
sions of the major assemblies are being honoured (Art. 44
C.0.). In closed session, Classis dealt with a request for ad-
vice in a matter of discipline.

Greetings were received from Rev. Doug Bylsma of the
OPC and Rev. Bernard Westerveld of the ERQ.

Classis made various appointments. Among them, ap-
pointed to the Appeals Committee are brs. Archie Bax, with
Jake Bouwman and Rob Span as alternates. Delegated to
Regional Synod East of November 8, 2017 are brs. Archie
Bax and Riemer Faber and as alternates, brs. Charles Groen
and Joop Feenstra. Rev. J. Chase and Rev. E. Kampen are
appointed as minister delegates with Rev. D. Pol and Rev.
M.H. VanLuik as alternates.

The church at Fergus North was appointed to convene
the next classis, scheduled for December 8, 2017. The chair-
man noted with thankfulness that the meeting could be
conducted in a brotherly manner. The meeting ended after
singing and prayer.

Rev. M. Jagt Vice-president at that time

Press Release of Classis Manitoba convened
in the Canadian Reformed Church of Carman
\West on September 22, 2017

1. On behalf of the Canadian Reformed Church of Carman
West, Dr. A.J. Pol called the meeting to order. He read from
Psalm 87 and spoke some appropriate words, requested
that the brothers sing Hymn 46:1, 4, and led in prayer.
He welcomed all present, in particular Candidate James
V. Zekveld, and the deputies of Regional Synod, Rev. R.
Aasman and Rev. J. Slaa, as well as Rev. B. Cochran who
was present as fraternal delegate from the Providence Re-
formed Church in Winnipeg (URC).

2. The credentials of the delegates were examined by the broth-

ers from the convening church and reported to be in order.

Classis was declared constituted.

4. The following officers were appointed:

a. President: Dr. A.J. Pol
b. Vice President: Rev. J. Poppe
c. Clerk: Elder L. Toet

5. For memorabilia it was mentioned that the Lord took
home Dr. J. DeJong, former professor at the Canadian
Reformed Theological Seminary, on April 15. Rev. S.

w

Vandevelde declined a call from the Pilgrim CanRC in
London. The church at Winnipeg Redeemer extended a
call to Candidate James Zekveld to serve as missionary,
which has been accepted. The ongoing vacancy in Denver
was remembered and this church was wished the Lord’s
blessing in pastoring the flock and in their search for their
own pastor and teacher.

6. The deputies of Regional Synod and Rev. B. Cochran were

seated. Rev. J. VanRietschoten (an emeritus minister in

our midst) was welcomed as an advisor to Classis. Brother

J. Kuik, as Deputy of Classis for Neighbouring Classes and

Presbyteries, was also seated.

The agenda was adopted after a few adjustments.

8. At this Classis Candidate James Zekveld, who has accept-
ed the call extended to him by the Redeemer Canadian
Reformed Church of Winnipeg, presented himself for a
peremptory examination. Classis examined the docu-
mentation, and found all to be in order.

9. Candidate Zekveld proceeded to read Zephaniah 3:11-20,
and to deliver his sermon proposal on this text. In closed
session, Classis deemed this sermon proposal sufficient to
continue with the rest of the examination, and the depu-
ties of regional synod gave their concurring advice.

~N
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Candidate Zekveld was examined in exegesis Old Testa-
ment, exegesis New Testament, knowledge of contents of
Holy Scripture, doctrine and creeds, church history, eth-
ics, church polity, and diaconiology. During this examina-
tion the chairman welcomed Rev. R. Anjema as a fraternal
delegate from the Providence Reformed Church (URC) in
Winnipeg, and Peter Veenendaal and Ron Vanderzwaag as
Deputies of Classis for Neighbouring Classes and Presby-
teries. They were seated. Classis went into closed session
to evaluate the exam. It deemed the exam sufficient, and
the deputies of regional synod concurred, opening the way
for Candidate Zekveld to be ordained as Missionary. The
president thanked the deputies of regional synod for their
presence at Classis and giving concurring advice in the ex-
amination of brother Zekveld. The support for the Zekveld
family was examined, and deemed to be sufficient.

The president communicated the result of the examina-
tion to Candidate and sister Zekveld and the audience,
and wished Candidate Zekveld the Lord’s blessing as he is
ordained and takes up his work. The president read from
1 Timothy 4:11-16, invited all present to sing from Hymn
50:1, 4, and led in a prayer of thanksgiving. He read the
Form of Subscription, and Candidate Zekveld was asked
to sign it, indicating his willingness to preach and teach
the Word of God as summarised in the Three Forms of
Unity. He did so. A certificate of admission to the minis-
try of the Canadian Reformed Churches was issued. Rev.
J. Van Rietschoten was thanked for his participation as
advisor at Classis. Classis adjourned and an opportunity
was given to congratulate Candidate Zekveld. Classis ap-
pointed Rev. H.J. Vanderhorst to be present at the ordina-
tion of Candidate Zekveld and pass on Classis’ greetings.
The Deputies for Contact with Neighbouring Classes and
Presbyteries presented a written report with supporting
documentation. Brother Jacob Kuik made some explana-
tory comments. A letter of greeting was received from the
stated clerk of Classis Central US. Our deputies are active
in maintaining contact with Central Classis of the URCNA,
the Northern Plains Classis of the RCUS, and the Presby-
tery of the Dakotas of the OPC. The OPC has established
a congregation in Grand Forks, North Dakota, and Classis
requested the deputies to do a write-up about this in the
Manitoba Church News. Classis expressed its thankfulness
to these brothers for their diligence in maintaining con-
tact with churches in ecclesiastical fellowship. Intercessory
prayer was offered for each of these churches.

The Committee for Aid to Needy Churches presented a
report. The suggested assessment for the coming year is
$40 per communicant member, a decrease from $60 in
2017. Classis approves this level of support. The church
of Denver expressed their sincere thanksgiving for the
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

on-going support of the churches in Classis Manitoba.

The Church for Auditing the books for Aid to Needy

Churches (Winnipeg Redeemer) reported that the books

were found to be in good order.

The Committee for Students of Theology presented its re-

port. The churches continue to encourage our men to con-

sider studying for the ministry. Various young men who
have expressed interest in pursuing studies at our Cana-
dian Reformed Theological Seminary are being mentored.

Rev. B. Cochrane brought greetings from the Providence

Reformed Church. He expressed thankfulness at the out-

come of Candidate Zekveld’s examination, and apprecia-

tion for the close bond between our churches. Our frater-
nal delegates were thanked for coming, and prayer was
offered for our sister churches and our unity in the faith.

Question Period according to Art. 44 C.O. was held. Two

churches asked for advice in matters of disciple. Concur-

ring advice was given to these churches.

Correspondence. Our treasurer, brother Henry Veldman,

asked to be relieved of his duties as treasurer after seven-

teen years of service. His request was granted, and a let-
ter of thanks will be sent. Classis appointed sister Wilma

Bergsma as treasurer.

Appointments.

a. The convening church for the next classis is the Em-
manuel American Reformed Church of Denver, to be
hosted in the Redeemer Canadian Reformed Church.
Classis is scheduled to be held, the Lord willing on
December 15, 2017, at 3:00 pm. Alternate date: March
23,2018 at 3:00 pm.

b. The suggested officer for the next classis is:

i. President: Rev. H.J. Vanderhorst.

c. Various standing committees, examiners for ecclesi-
astical exams, classical deputies, and church visitors
are appointed.

d. The following delegates were appointed to Regional
Synod West, November 6, 2017: As ministers, Rev. J.
Poppe and Rev. S. Vandevelde, with Dr. A.J. Pol and
Rev. H.J. Vanderhorst as first and second alternates;
as elders Gerry van Dijk and John Toet, with Henry
Slaa and W. (Bill) Raap as first and second alternates.

Personal question period was held.

No censure according to Art. 34 of the Church Order was

necessary.

The Acts were adopted and the Press Release approved for

publication.

The vice-president requested that the brothers sing from

Hymn 45 and led in closing prayer.

For Classis Manitoba, September 22, 2017
J. Poppe, Vice-president at that time



ADVERTISEMENTS

Announcements of Weddings, Anniversaries (especially those with an Open House) should be submitted six weeks in advance.

50™ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OBITUARIES

November 24, 1967 ~ November 24, 2017 March 28, 1943 — August 20, 2017
Serve the Lorp with gladness! Psalm 100

“. . .the steadfast love of the Lorp is from everlasting to everlasting
With thankfulness to the Lorb we would like to announce the on those who fear Him. . . . Psalm 103:17a

50" Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents Early on the Lord’s Day, at his appointed time,

BEN and WIES BERENDS the Lorb took home to Himself
Much love from, EELKE E. WIERSMA
Brian and Emily Berends
Breanna, Tyler, Nathan, Zachary, Kendra
Garrett and Wendy Berends
Kailey, Ashley, Amber and James, Cody, Dustin

Dear husband, father and grandpa of:

Coaldale, AB:  Rina Wiersma (nee Wierenga)
Langden, AB:  Judy and Al Bergsma

G d Ed LeB| Raelene, Rynell, Laura, Denise, Jocelyn
aya anc eoanc Selkirk, ON: Jeff and Ryanne Wiersma
Jessica, Adam, Matthew, Luke .
- Ember, Kira
Mailing Address: Carman, MB:  Evan and Jenn Wiersma

207-8725 Elm Drive, Chilliwack, BC V2P 4Y3 Tia, Colton, Dayna

Coaldale, AB: Kenric and Brenda Wiersma
Kayden, Silas, Mishayla, Jade, Brody

H Jordan, ON: Rhonda Wiersma
70™ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY Mailing address:

PO Box 687, Coaldale, Ablerta TIM IMé

1947 ~ November 28 ~ 2017
We chose a few verses from Dad and Mom’s favourite Psalm.

December 30, 1926 — September 11, 2017

Psalm 103:8: The Lorp is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him.

abounding in love.

Psalm 62:1
Psalm 103:13: As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lorp . . . saim .
has compassion on those who fear him; At his appointed time, the Lord has taken to Himself
Psalm 103:17b: The Lorp’s love is with those who fear him, and our beloved husbandd, father, fat:fer:n-law, EE
his righteousness with their children’s children. and great-grandiather
With great joy and thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, b e
we announce the 70° Wedding Anniversary Beloved husband of Linda.Ruggi (nee Oosterhoff)
of our dear parents, grandparents and great-grandparents f.or nearly sixty ye?rs. )
HENDRIK and JANTINA FENNEMA (nee Hollander) Dear father of im and Marg Ruggh Annie-Lynn and

Ronn VanAndel, and Jake and Deanna Ruggi.

Fred will be lovingly remembered by his grandchildren
Cassandra and Dave Noble, Brandon and Stephanie Ruggi,
Andrew and Megan VanAndel, Leah and Pete Janscar, Larissa
and Tom LeBlanc, Braden VanAndel, Daron and Shannon Ruggi,
Kristin and Reuben Vanderwoude, Heather and
Mike Werkman, Colin and Lisa Ruggi, Kayla Ruggi,
and |3 great-grandchildren.

Fred was the brother-in-law of Pete (and Lindat) Oosterhoff
As well as 28 grandchildren and 62 great-grandchildren and Tina and Herman Schutten.

#100 - 20265-54A Avenue, Langley, BC V3A 3W6é 134-261 Stonechurch Road East, Hamilton, Ontario L9B 2X3

Their thankful children:
Ralph and Grace Visscher
Gerry and Dianne Piesche
John and Audrey Fennema
Clara Fennema
Melvin and Jane Hoeksema
Martin and Henny Vanderzwan
Harold and Liz Jansen
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OBITUARIES

August 20, 1926 — October 20, 2017
I lift up my eyes to the mountains — where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. Psalm 121

DERK VANDERVEEN

The Lord, at his time, took to himself our dear husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, Derk Vanderveen,
on October 20, 2017, at the age of 91. Beloved husband of Martje for almost 63 years. Dear father of Martha (Casey), Bonita (John),
Corry (Jake), Stephen, Henry (Carolyn), Calvin, Ron (Audrey), Fran (Marty), Sandra (Chuck), Barbara (Rolf), Andrew, Sylvia (Adrian).
Loving grandfather to 48 grandchildren and 61 great-grandchildren.
One of 18 children, he is survived by two sisters, Corrie and Truida, in the Netherlands.
Derk Vanderveen was born in Oude Pekelar, The Netherlands in 1926. He immigrated to Canada in 1952, settling in Edmonton.
He married Martje Peters in 1954. The blessings of Psalm 128, their wedding text, certainly were realized! His wife a fruitful vine,
his children as olive shoots, he lived to see his children’s children’s children. Thus, is the man blessed who fears the Lord!

Loving husband to Martje (Martha) Vanderveen (nee Peters)

Martha and Casey Van Seters Fran and Marty Woudstra
Bonita and John van Popta Derek Woudstra
Shaun and Jaunita Scott Nadine Woudstra
Brendan, Duncan, Shaun, Nicolas Craig Woudstra
Lorien and Chad Kamminga Angela Woudstra
Lydia, Levi, Troy, Rashelle, Grant, Raelyn Thomas Woudstra
Christopher and Charlene van Popta Sandra and Chuck Phillips
Derek, Helena, Cara, Caleb Mitchell Phillips
Julian and Laura van Popta Natasha Phillips
Logan, Tyler, Travis Amaya, Jayden, Carys
Reuben and Jodi van Popta Amanda and Scott Vandelft
Hannah, Rebecca, Sarah, Simeon Roland Phillips
Martin and Jeannie van Popta Spencer Phillips
Konstantijn, Marseille, Mathijs Barbara and Rolf Van Rietschoten

Corry and Jake Bos
Jason and Robyn Bos
Madison
Evelynn and Ron Scheper
Taia, Jeren, Leena, Cohen, Brielle
Wesley and Joanne Bos
Jenna, Nolan, Elias
Steven and Ashley Bos
Tessa
Sheila and Cody Voorhorst
Hailey, Caleb, Nathan
Jacleen Bos
Stephen Vanderveen
Henry and Carolyn Vanderveen
Daniel Vanderveen and Carmen Aspen
Gavin, Manoa
Vanessa and Jonathan Smeding
Kaycie, Travis, Ryan, James
Carmen Vanderveen

Jeremy and Eva Van Rietschoten
Alexa, Carter
Samuel and Sharon Van Rietschoten
Harvey
Tanya and Ben Janz
Hazel, Tori, Linnea
Lucas Van Rietschoten
Chris Van Rietschoten
Cameron Van Rietschoten
Timothy Van Rietschoten
Justin Van Rietschoten
Bradley Van Rietschoten
Kurtis Van Rietschoten
Desiree Van Rietschoten
Sean Van Rietschoten
Aiden Van Rietschoten
Andrew Vanderveen
Sylvia and Adrian Vandenhaak

Leanne and Jesse VanLaar Bridgette Vandenhaak
Jasmine, Skylar Jolene Vandenhaak
Calvin Vanderveen Meagan Vandenhaak
Ron and Audrey Vanderveen Kerri Vandenhaak
Abbie and Marc Beriault Nathan Vandenhaak
Cruz, Hendrix, Audrie Devon Vandenhaak
Michele and Brennan Evans
Vera, Isla Correspondence Address:
Danielle Lucier M. Vanderveen
London, Jude #343 - 13429, 57 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5A 0T8
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OBITUARIES r 1 Immanuel Christian School

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
September 16, 1923 — October 16, 2017

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits
of those who have fallen asleep. | Corinthians 15:20

Due to the upcoming retirement
of an upper level math and science teacher,
the Board of Immanuel Christian School invites applications
for teaching positions
BERENDTJE (Brenda) STELTMAN in the MATHS and SCIENCES at the

(nee VanderKuip) HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL
The Lorp has called home to himself our dear Beppe/Grandma. with duties commencing on August |, 2018.
He has freed her from sin and suffering.

Immanuel Christian is a K-12 school supported by members of
Fergus, ON: The John and Teresa Jongsma Fam||y Canadian Reformed and United Reformed churches.

Guelph, ON: The Douwe and Liz Agema Family At present we have 234 students in single grade classes.
Teachers are supported by an extensive resource program as
well as educational assistants for students with special needs.

Interested persons requiring more information
or wishing to apply should contact:
Mr. Alan Dewit, Chairman of the Board
Phone: 204-509-8242, alandew @ mymts.net

Mr. Mark den Hollander, Principal
principal @immanuelchristian.ca
TEACHING POSITIONS Phone 204-661-8937 ('s.chool), 204-619-0776 (home)
Mailing address:
Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R2C 3Z9

mmanuel

CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL

. The Free Reformed School Association (Tas) Inc.
Due to retirement galvin o invit lications for th iti £
& <, invites applications for the positions o
EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL S 2 SECONDARY and PRIMARY TEACHERS
located in Fergus, ON invites applications for an
PRINCIPAL Qupeess Full-time and Part-time Positions
Starting August 2018. Looking for a change of scenery? Looking for a change in pace?
. Excited to join a small dynamic group of staff members all
Emmanuel has a current student body of 187 students in grades interested in advancing children’s education?
9 through 12. We are enjoying a wonderful functional facility Then this is a isition for you '
since September 2016, located in a picturesque southern Ontario The John Calvin School cufrently has ITO s'tudents from
town. Our covenan;c)al scdhoct>lf?as gxc.ellelznt \c/Ivork.inf relationships Kindergarden to Grade 10. Small classes allow teachers great
among board, staff, principal and society.

opportunities for diverse teaching styles. The school is in the
centre of Launceston, Tasmania which is a scenic island with
world renowned tourist attractions, food and drink.

Our school draws from up to 9 different congregations
representing a mix of urban and rural settings.

We encourage energetic, qualified educators who are committed Employment at the John .Calvin School would commence at the
to reformed education and who are members in good standing ) beginning of Term |, 2018.
of a Canadian Reformed Church or of any church with whom we Applicants nXJSt bella memberfc;:‘ the. Free I;eforl‘]med Church of
have ecclesiastical fellowship, to apply for this position. ustralia or any of her sister churches.
. . P PPYY . P s Conditions and salary are based on the Educational Services
Applicants are heartily encouraged to submit an application, a (Teachers) Award 2010, however remuneration will be based on
philosophy of education and references. qualiﬁ’cations and experience
Application deadline: November 30, 2017.

Any person who is interested in teaching at our school at some
point in the future is also invited to lodge an
expression of interest.

For applications or more information on this position, general
information and expressions of interest, please contact:

ks@walinga.com The Board of the Free Reformed School Association (Tas) Inc

Applications to be addressed to: E-mail: adminmanager@)jcs.tas.edu.au

Emmanuel Christian High School c/o Principal Search Committee Phone: (03) 6344 3794

680 Tower Street S., Fergus, ON NIM 0BI Address: PO Box 89, Launceston 7250, Tasmania, Australia

Additional information can be obtained by contacting the
Education Committee Chair: Chris Niezen
gbsl @bellnet.ca, 519-780-0400 (work); 519-362-0367 (cell)
or Board Chairman: Ken Swaving
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TEACHING POSITIONS

The Board of Tyndale Christian School
in Calgary, Alberta invites applications for a

TEACHING PRINCIPAL
TCS is a growing K-12 school which seeks to provide Christian
education within a supportive school community. Duties would
include 40% teaching time and 60% administration time.

Applicants must be a communicant member of a
Canadian/American Reformed Church, United Reformed Church
or a sister church. If you would like more information, please
contact Bart Ludwig, Secretary
bart.ludwig@gmail.com
Please include the following with your application: cover letter,
resume, pastoral reference, statement of faith and references.

Duties to commence in time for the 2018/2019 school year.

@ CoveNany

* o telf s e gortration,,.”

The vision of the CCRTC board is to be the definitive source
for Reformed teacher training, and includes planning for
succession, distance education, and in-service support.
To this end, and in anticipation of pending retirement of

current faculty members over the next several years,
we are looking to expand the full-time instructional team
for the 2018-2019 academic year and beyond.

If you are interested in exploring joining the faculty as a

FULL TIME FACULTY MEMBER

we invite you to contact us as soon as possible to discuss
options and possibilities.

Persons interested in this position will, among other things,
demonstrate a deep love for Reformed education, be
willing to provide educational leadership at multiple levels,
and display a healthy level of intellectual curiosity
within biblical bounds (Prov. 1:5).

Candidates will be communicant members in good standing
of a Canadian Reformed Church, or of a church with whom
we maintain ecclesiastical fellowship, will hold at least
a Master’s Degree preferably in the area of education,
and will have teaching experience in either, or both,
elementary or secondary school settings.

Support in the completion of post-graduate studies is open
to discussion.

For additional information, contact
Dr. Christine van Halen-Faber, Principal,
at 905-385-0634 or at
cvanhalen@ovenantteacherscollege.com
www.covenantteacherscollege.com

&

The Canadian Reformed School Society
of Edmonton, operating
Parkland Immanuel Christian School,
invites applications for the 2018-2019 school year
for the following full-time positions:

GRADE 6 TEACHER

Parkland Immanuel Christian School operates a reformed K-12
school that offers a supportive school community, competitive
wages, and a collaborative and professional environment that
encourages and supports innovation and excellence in teaching.
The school has a population of 360 students and is experiencing
a time of significant increase in enrollment.

Applicants must be a professed member in good standing of a
Canadian Reformed, United Reformed, or sister church, and
must have the necessary post-secondary qualifications to teach
in Alberta. For further information please contact the Principal,
Mr. Ken Leffers
Phone: 780-444-6443 (school), 780-297-8841 (home)
kleffers @parklandimmanuel.ca

Applications should be directed to:
Mr. Wayne de Leeuw, Chair of Personnel Committee
c/o Parkland Immanuel Christian School
21304 35 Avenue NV, Edmonton, AB Té6M 2P6
vicepresident@parklandimmanuel.ca

The Board of Credo Christian High School
invites applications for the following positions:

FULL TIME HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
PART-TIME CARPENTRY and JOINERY TEACHER

Duties to commence in September 2018.

British Columbia affords teaching opportunities to those with
Professional Certificates (B.ED), undergraduate degrees
(Subject Restricted), and School and Subject Restricted

Certification in the Area of Industrial Education
(Diploma and Red Seal designation)

For further details please contact
Mr. Kent Dykstra, Principal
K. Dykstra@CredoCHS.com
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If you are a teacher - this is for you!

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Free flight to Smithers!!
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Fd CovenaNn|

" el B vioel grsration...”

ADMISSIONS SEPTEMBER 2018

The Board of Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers
College invites applications from prospective students for
the 2018-2019 academic year.

Admission Requirements:
For the Two-year Diploma of Education Program:
a suitable university degree
For the Three-year Diploma of Teaching Program:
a grade 12 diploma with university entrance equivalence

Prospective candidates are invited to contact the College
for more information and/or to obtain an
application package.

Application deadline: February 1, 2018.

Those who plan to seek admission in the year 2019-2020 are
also encouraged to contact the College as soon as possible.

Visit our website: www.covenantteacherscollege.com
Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers College

Address: 410 Crerar Drive, Hamilton, ON L9A 5K3
Telephone: 905-385-0634 Fax: 905-385-8409
Email: covenant@covenantteacherscollege.com

Office 905.957.5000
Direct 905.517.1451

Helping people on the move in the Smithvile, Grimsby; Lincoi and Dunnville areas

SUBSCRIBE 1o CLARION

clarionmagazine.ca/advertisements.html

All CDs by
pianist-composer
Jonathan Kingma
North Star
0 Night Divine
A Song in the Night
now only

$ + shipping
handling

To order, e-mail
jon_kingma@hotmail.com

Verne Stel s

info@vernestal.com

DOffice 604.857.1100
Call 604.866.0807
Toll Free 1.888.341.1100

26641 Fraser Hwy, Aldergrove, BC VW 311

ReformedBookServices

PROMOTING GODLINESS, REVIVAL & REFORMATION

A GREAT SELECTION OF CHRISTIAN BOOKS AT LOW PRICES
STORE HOURS: Mon.: 10-5; Thurs.: 10-9; Fri.: 10-5; Sat.: 10-3

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A, Brantford, ON N3R 8A3, Canada
Tel. 519.304.4709 * Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca

JPC Chartered Professional Accountants
offer a total tax and accounting service with
a specialization in privately owned
businesses, Thinking of when its right to
ineorporate? Or how you can income splic?
How 1o sell vour business? O how to pass it
on to your children ax efficiently? Or do
you require professionally prepared
COrporale or [:I‘L‘I'SUI'Iﬁl income ax refurns
and financial starements? With a
professional accounting designation and a
Masters in Tax equivalent come explore the

opportunities for you and your business with JoEL D JacT
us here ar JPC. (HONSIE.COMM, CPA, CGA
) PARTHER

HONEST, TIMELY. THOROUGH, il anoisnonaliin

1 (5903} BT0 0137

Conlact ws o sel up a free 172 howr sirategic tax and accounting consltation
Sevreng the preatrr Burfiesion, Flammifen owd Niagorr Region

PC
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Investment

. = Financial Planning Professionals
2 Planning Counsel i

*RR.SPs/RRIFs/GIC:s

* Mutual Funds / Term Deposits

 Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness, Long-Term Care, Group)
* Residential Mortgages

* Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs)

* Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs)

* Tax Free Savings Accounts

* Financial / Estate / Succession Planning

* Retiring Allowances / Severances

* Health Plans and Travel Insurance
Derek J. Lanting
CFP, CPCA
59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario L9H 6P3
Phone: 905-628-9666 * Fax: 905-628-1035 ¢ Toll Free: 1-866-856-5910
Email: rvanandel @ipcc.org ¢ derek.lanting@ipcc.org
MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

DA 'II‘E,SA urTo

Dave and Maaike Buist

7109 Canborough Road, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W1
Phone: 905-774-3111

www.davesauto.ca Operating since 1996

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

in Holland
with vehicle rentals,
shuttle service and tours.

www.chestnutlane.nl

A VIEW FROM THE PEW

My website shows material related to faith, church music
and church doctrine. Essays, papers and comments
attempt to show a layman's take on a variety of topics in
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and also as confessed
in the Three Forms of Unity.

Visit https://dennisteitsma.wordpress.com

B
Mount Nemo
CHRISTIAN NURSING HOME

For more information and resident application
please contact us at 905.335.3636

www.mountnemochristiannh.on.ca
4486 Guelph Line, Burlington, Ontario
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TRUCKING INC.
CAISTOR CENTRE, ON

We are currently looking for

AZ COMPANY DRIVERS
to run flatbed from Ontario to the United States
Jonker Trucking is a family-run, Christian-oriented company.
Over length experience an asset, but not required.

Training available.
Drivers will be: « Home Every Weekend
» No Sunday Driving
Please contact Tim for more information
tim@jonkertrucking.com
Phone 905-957-9960 / Fax 905-957-9962
7728 Silver Street, Caistor Centre, ON LOR 2EO0
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ROYALLEPAGE Peter

T Buitenwerf |

Sales Representative

Personal, Professional Service
since 1987

Email: peterb@royallepage.ca
Direct: 905-973-3198 Website: peterb.ca
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Meeting you where it matters.

; weton Fovoree Groplies!
We can help when you need it. Lt . A e,
ortable, durable, washable

fabrics & re-usable hardware:

We can meet you in the comfort of T e

your own home to arrange: . * Custom Tents
. . i * Bowhead Flags
> Visiting and Service in your church facility . e Media Walls
> Cemetery arrangements . * Custom Banners
. . ) " : <k * Trade Show Displays
> Complete assistance with C.P.P, Life Ins., L e g e Retractable Banners

Pensions, etc. after the funeral - Tl A0 * Event Fencing
e e Corporate Apparel

We'll come to you at no extra cost. £ T .' i more!
Let us show you the Faith-Link difference. '
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PARRY BARRIER

Rick Ludwig Garnet van Popta Diane Vanderwoude

KITCHING 1-800-737-8275 For INFORMATION & PRICING, contact:
STEEPE&LUDWIG kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink E/”WM&/”/”[Q | Phone: 905-741-5218

FUNERAL HOME LIMITED bmorris@valleyfashions.com

Think you can change the world
one neighbourhood at a time?

We do.

L]
C H A N G E can be big, like eradicating

poverty big. Or it can be small, like doing dishésiatter

a potluck small. It's about what you choose to do on

the one hand, and who you are on the other. We are

more than our jobs, and God has a calling for each ' [
of us, wherever we go. That changes everything.

Starting with you. RE.DEE MER’? '

UNIViSITY COLLEGESS

redeemer.ca A deng_ou can believe in.

r
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Bible Story Book ages 2-4
CDN $24.00
Email: teachthemyourway @gmail.com

USD $19.49
Go to: www.xulonpress.com

REMIX

Real Estate Centre Inc. Brokerage
Independently owned and operated

70

Kristin & Anita

Your gateway to the Guelph, Cambridge, and K/W areas.

Office: 519 836 6365
Fax: 519 836 7975

238 Speedvale Ave. W.
Guelph ONN1H 1C4

Anita Van Rootselaar
Sales Representative

Direct: 519 831 2144
anita@KristinandAnita.ca

FOR SALE
SJOELBAKKEN - DUTCH SHUFFLEBOARDS

Heavy Duty Hardwood, 30 pucks, built in storage.

$200.00 CDN INCLUDES SHIPPING, $200.00 US INCLUDES SHIPPING.
Order from Paul Noordam
42 Queensway Drive, Chatham, Ontario, Canada N7M 4G4
Phone: 519-354-6463, email: pnoordam®@cogeco.ca

Check also our website: www.sjoelbak.ca

$-erving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Langley

Jonathan Gelderman @ E @ &
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION - b~

Call today for a FREE consultation to find out
why we have over 1,200 happy customers!

602427432S OIED)

perspective.

Reformed Faith & Life

Reformed Faith and Life - Canada was established almost twenty years ago.

Our purpose is to raise funds to extend the reach of the gospel, across great
distances, behind closed doors, into the lives of people in places as far away as
West Timor, Armenia, parts of Africa, and France, and as close by as Quebec City.
We’ve recently begun helping to support a ministry based in the Niagara area
that’s reaching out to Muslims with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Through the funds
provided by RFL-Canada, they are hearing the gospel and being instructed in the
truth by means of radio broadcasts, the publication of sound Biblical teaching
materials, and through social media.

You can get the full story on
Reformed Faith and Life - Canada,
the ministries we support, and
how you can help, at our website.

This ministry is committed to
bringing the Word of God to old
and new Christians alike from
around the world, using broadcast
and print media to preach salvation
in Christ from a Reformed Biblical

Please prayerfully consider supporting this
important and effectual work by sending
a donation to the following address:

Reformed Faith & Life — Canada

PO Box 27021 - Highland PO
75 Dundas Street, Cambridge, ON N1R 8H1
Or donate on our website:
www.reformedfaithandlife.ca
Email:
reformedfaithandlifecanada@yahoo.ca
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