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Church — State
Relations Revisited

There is little doubt that the coronavirus continues to dominate the
news today. Whether one turns on the television or logs onto a computer
or tablet, the news is all the same. Disasters may strike here or there,
military tension may rise between nations, ugly crimes may occur, no
matter what it is, it just does not seem to get the same amount of cover-
age as the pandemic.

es, and when it comes to that coverage, there is a great deal of controversy too. Did China

purposely send this plague abroad? Was President Trump negligent not to act sooner?

Has PM Trudeau emptied the financial cupboard for future generations? The discussions
are often hot and fierce.

Why, even among Christians, there is controversy. Have governments overstepped their legal
limits? Are religious freedoms being curtailed? Should churches be allowed to worship freely? How
should churches and Christians react in these strange COVID times?

Often the debates wax hot and heavy. Sometimes the comments made are reasoned and well-
thought out, while at other times they are off the wall, inflame the situation, and only serve to increase
anxiety levels.

All of this means that it would do us good to turn down the rhetoric, as well as take a more
objective approach to the current situation. In that connection it may be beneficial to examine the
church-state relationship, and what each can or cannot do.

A brief historical look

A brief historic review of this matter soon leads to the conclusion that tensions in church-state rela-
tions are nothing new. One has only to think of the times of the early church and whether or not
Christians should call Caesar “Lord.” Or what about the Middle Ages and the contest between the
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Papacy and the rulers of Europe as to who should obey whom?
Or what about the days of World War Il and the question of
whether or not Christians should obey their German overlords
ornot? Hence, the fact that there are questions and issues about
this relationship should not surprise us.

Biblically speaking

Still, we do well to do more than just examine this matter
historically. What about the biblical dimension? Turn to the
Old Testament and you will soon come to the conclusion that
there is no end to the comments that can be made about
the interactions between Abram and Abimelech, Moses and
Pharaoh, Elijah and Ahab, Elisha and Naaman, Daniel and
Nebuchadnezzar. What is instructive, however, is the fact that
the OT always maintains that God is the ultimate Ruler and
Sovereign and that all earthly ones need to recognize and obey
him. Mock him, ignore him, resist him at your peril (Ps 2). By all
means, honour and obey your earthly rulers, but never at the
cost of rendering homage to God.

When we come to the New Testament, the narrative changes
somewhat. Respect and submission are still Christian hallmarks.
Consider the exchange that takes place between the Lord Jesus
and Pontius Pilate. Our Lord does not tell
Pilate to mind his own business. Neither
does he challenge or mock his authority. He
remains composed, acts respectfully, and
corrects him carefully. Much of the same can
also be said of the apostles when they are
arrested and arraigned before the powers
that be. Indeed, Peter is even on record as
telling his readers, “"Honor the emperor” (1
Pet 2:17). Paul elaborates on this in Romans 13 when he tells
Christians that they are to “be subject to the governing author-
ities” (Rom 13:1). Why? Because “those that exist have been
instituted by God"” and "whoever resists the authorities resists
what God has appointed” and, if they are not careful, they will
incur “judgment” (13:1, 2).

Article 36

All of this biblical data served in time as the basis for Article
36 of the Belgic Confession, where Reformed believers are
on record as stating, “We confess that, because of the deprav-
ity of mankind, our gracious God has ordained kings, princes
and civil officers. He wants the world to be governed by laws
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and statutes in order that the lawlessness of men be restrained
and that everything be conducted among them in good order.
For that purpose he has placed the sword in the hand of the
government to punish wrongdoers and to protect those who
do what is good (Rom 13:4)." What one sees here in particular
is the clear necessity for government. Without it, lawlessness
and anarchy would get the upper hand and evil would triumph.
Why? Because of the “depravity of mankind.” Government has
thus been given to us by God for our good.

In addition, the people are not just to acknowledge this,
they are also to make the task of those who rule over them
manageable. Article 36 goes on to remind us that we “ought to
be subject to the civil officers, pay taxes, hold them in honour
and respect and obey them in all things.... We ought to pray
for them...." So, obedience, respect, paying taxes, and prayer
are to be the hallmarks of Christian citizens.

Radical Anabaptists

Still, not all who considered themselves Christians agreed. In the
days of the Belgic Confession, both before and after, there were
those who disagreed. The radical Anabaptists of the Munster
variety refused to recognize the government, resisted taxation,
resisted oaths of allegiance, refrained from
prayer, and openly defied their rulers. We
also had other milder strains of Anabaptism
which were still largely negative about those
who governed.

Reformed believers, however, disagreed
with them. Some-times the disagreement
took on serious tones, as when Article 36
concludes, "We condemn the Anabaptists
and other rebellious people, and in general all those who
reject the authorities and civil officers, subvert justice, intro-
duce a communion of goods, and overturn the decency that
God has established among men.” Unlike the Anabaptists, the
Reformed are not “anti” government nor do they approach
those in government with suspicion and distrust. We esteem
them for their office.

Such regard once stood one of my ministerial colleagues in
good stead. When he was called on the carpet by the Chinese
authorities, he explained that as a Christian he was not a polit-
ical radical seeking to undermine authority. He explained that
he, along with his fellow believers, confessed and practiced the
truth of Article 36. Upon which the Chinese official interrogating
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him quoted parts of that same article. After further questioning,
he was released and urged to register with the government.

Oppressive governments
While this meeting turned out well, the same cannot be said
of all meetings between Christians and those who rule over
us. One is led to think back to that incident in the book of Acts
where Peter and John were commanded not to speak in the
name of Jesus (Acts 4). How did they react? They refused and
told the Jewish authorities “we cannot but speak of what we
have seen and heard” (4:20). Sometime later, when he was
arrested again, Peter was reminded, “We strictly charged you
notto speakin this name [of Jesus].” So, what did he say in reply?
He declared, "We must obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29).

The fundamental truth that needs to be
upheld here is the truth that for Christians
God always comes first. He receives our first

our first
our first

love, our first allegiance, and our first obedi-
ence. When the government told believers
long ago in Roman times that they needed to
bow and confess that “Caesar is Lord,” they
respectfully declined. Sometimes they did
so at the cost of their very lives. Or, should
the government tell us today that we need
to keep quiet when it comes to such evils as euthanasia and
abortion, we will not comply. Or, if the government were to tell
us that we can no longer worship the Lord together, we will not
bow. Inthe final analysis, our obedience to the civil authorities is
conditional and not absolute. Only God receives our complete
and utter submission.

The situation today
Now, having put the matter of church and state in this context,
what are we to think of today and the COVID situation in which
we live? Is the government overstepping its boundaries when
it insists that churches observe certain limits on attendance?
Is it thereby trampling on our religious rights and freedoms?
Should Christian rise up and resist these restrictions? Should
we have church no matter what?

Before | answer these questions, please enter with me into
a certain scenario. Imagine that you are a premier or governor
and a new and unknown disease begins to attack and kill the
people in your province or state. You consult with the medical
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authorities and they tell you that there is lot that they do not
know about this nasty illness, although what they do know is
thatitis easily passed on, that it loves to spread in large crowds,
and thatitis a deadly threat to all those who have prior medical
conditions or are old.

So, what do you do as a caring and responsible premier or

governor? You instruct your medical people to prepare them-
selves as best as they can for the onslaught, even at considerable
risk to themselves. At the same time, you tell your citizens that
they need to take certain precautions as well. Among them
is the need to avoid large gatherings: rock concerts, hockey
games, church services, and the like. Why are you doing this?
You are doing it in order to protect and safeguard the lives of
your citizens, especially those who are weak
and vulnerable.
Now, of course, this is not your only possible
|OV€ course of action. You could ignore what your
! health authorities are telling you and take
your chances.

What is easy?

The point of all of this is that in the current
situation it is an easy thing to sit back and
criticize or to second guess those who rule
over us. It is also an easy thing for us to get
all worked up by reading all kinds of scary stuff on the Internet.
Some of it may be true, but a lot of it is false and distorted.
Who to believe is a huge question in these uncertain times.
Unfortunately, all too many side with the purveyors of rumour,
half-truths, homemade solutions, and one-sided quotes.

Do those who rule over us have all the facts and are they
making all of the right decisions? Of course not. They too are
making their share of mistakes. At times they may err on the
side of being ill prepared or on the other side of too much
caution and regulation. No doubt future inquiries will identify
and analyze their mistakes to death. Oh, the wonderful gift of
hindsight!

So, what should our approach as Christians be? Pray for those
who are in authority over us, speak about them with respect,
follow their instructions, and when in disagreement, approach
your elected representatives and offer them your best counsel.
Realize that they are people just like us, so they will never get
it all right, but at the very least give them an "A” for trying to
save lives.
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MATTHEW 13:15

TREASURES
NEW & OLD

The Long Way Home @art 2)

“But God led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea.” (Exodus 13:18a)

fyou know your geography, you know that God leading his

people toward the Red Sea was a huge detour. The people

expected to go north, but instead God led them directly
south, on a desert road that would lead them to the middle of
nowhere, to the Red Sea, instead of the Mediterranean! Now
as big as this detour was, we need to make sure that we don't
miss God's grace in this detour. The Israelites weren't ready to
face the Philistines. If they did, they would be tempted beyond
what they could bear! Weak as they were, and untrained for
battle, our good Father in heaven refused to put his son (Israel)
in a situation that was destined to fail. He took his people the
long way home, not to spite them, but to protect them from fail-
ure, to protectthem from destroying themselves! That's grace!
Rather than guide them down the short road that would lead
to destruction, God took them down the long road that would
lead to life. And if they would but let the Father guide them on
this detour, they could be certain that the Lord would not let
them be tempted beyond what they could bear. He would be
evermore beside them, supporting them, enabling them to
stand up under all and every temptation.

Many years later, God the Father did the same with his own
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. When he began his ministry, he too
was taken on a wild wilderness adventure of his own. There he
was tempted three times by the Devil. These temptations were
nottoo much for God's Son to bear. God the Son knew that his
heavenly Father would indeed strengthen him by his Spirit to
withstand those three temptations of the Devil. And God the
Father did. He supplied the Son with all he needed. The Father
did the same when the Son was led to face our greatest enemy -
death itself - on the cross. There again, the Father didn't let
his Son be tempted beyond what he could bear. Even as he
poured out his wrath upon him, he supplied him with strength,
filled him with the Spirit, so that he could pay the penalty for
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our sin, and die in our place without falling into temptation!
Again, what grace!

What is true of God’s son (Israel) and of God'’s Son (Jesus
Christ) remains true for all the sons and daughters of God who
are united to Christ by faith. When the Lord leads us down the
long road that leads to life eternal, we can rest assured that God
won't set us up for failure! He won't hang us out to dry. God
doesn'tdo that! This doesn't mean he will never lead us on roads
filled with trials and temptations. He will. He does. But when the
temptations and trials come, we know that God will supply us
with all we need and more to serve him with joy! This is some-
thing the apostle Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 10:13: “God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability.”
Again, what grace! God knows how much we can handle! He
will not push you beyond your limits. What an incentive, then,
to take the long way home, to follow the Lord’s long ways! We
have nothing to fear! No matter how fierce our enemies may
be, God is stronger than them all!

For further study
1. If God doesn't let us be tempted
beyond what we can bear, why do we
so often give in to temptations?

2. How might trials and temptations
strengthen us to rely more and more
on God's faithfulness in Christ?

Tyler Vandergaag Minister
Canadian Reformed Church
Taber, AB
tyler.vandergaag@gmail.com



Why Are We Canadian
Reformed in Canada Today?

Last January | attended a Ministers’ Conference and directly on its heels the CRTS conference
on Missions. This article grows out of material | learned at those two conferences.

Two realities merge to form the question addressed in this third
article on being Canadian Reformed.

1.The Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRC) have now been
in this country for seven decades and have become well
established in Canada. The Lord has blessed us richly with
churches, schools, an excellent seminary, the Book of
Praise, numerous mission fields, and so very much more.

2.Canada has welcomed hundreds of thousands of migrants
from every nation under heaven in the last thirty to forty
years. The result is that many members of the CanRC
find themselves interacting on a daily basis with people
whose worldview and belief systems were not formed by
Christian principles in any way.

These two facts converge to raise this question: why did the
Lord (for all things come from his hand) put these two realities
side by side? Why did he have the CanRC settled in Canada and
then bring numerous multi-ethnic communities into our neigh-
borhoods? Why are we Canadian Reformed in Canada today?

Mission

The first CanRC migrants to Canada back in the 1950s under-
stood that the Lord would have his people do mission work. At
thattime, Canada'’s citizens were predominately Caucasian with
a worldview influenced in some way by the Christian faith. So,
missionaries were sent overseas, to peoples untouched by the
gospel. Despite limited resources, the churches in 1960 togeth-
er supported the church in Toronto in sending Rev. Knigge to
the jungles of Irian Jaya. By 1970, there were enough resources
in the CanRC for the churches of Western Canada to support
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Surrey in sending Rev. C. Van Spronsen to Brazil. In the years
that followed, the churches have sent other missionaries to
various other corners of the globe. What | say below may not
detract from continued support for the men already sent to
distant lands.

Psalm 67

Whereas traditional mission work sees a lot of geographic
distance between sending church and mission field, Psalm
67 puts the two side by side. Look at the wording of the pray-
er of verse 1: “"May God be gracious to us and bless us and
make his face to shine upon us, that your way may be known
on earth, your saving power among all nations.” The small
word “that” is short form for “in order that.” The psalmist prays
that God would bless “us” - that's God's people Israel in the
psalmist's day - in order that the nations around Israel might
know God's saving power. The reference is to observation, the
peoples around Israel (near and further away) seeing and hear-
ing of God's graciousness towards and his blessings upon his
people. So, in the days of King Solomon, the Queen of Sheba
(wherever that was) made the journey to Jerusalem to see for
herself all the evidence she'd heard concerning God's bless-
ings on Israel. When she saw Solomon'’s wealth and heard his
wisdom, she remarked that she had not heard half of the truth
of the matter (1 Kgs 10).

Jesus Christ

In the course of the years, God gave his people the gift of his
only Son Jesus Christ. Christ went to the cross in sinners’ place
so as to reconcile them to God. After his ascension into heaven,
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he poured out his Holy Spirit to renew sinners’ hearts. This glori-
ous wealth God has entrusted (among other people) to the
generations forming the CanRC. From that perspective alone
it may truly be said that the Lord has answered the prayer of
Psalm 67; he has been gracious to us and blessed us and made
his face to shine upon us. He did so in order that his way might
be known on earth - including in Canada - and his saving power
among all nations - including the nations who call Canada home.
In fact, since the exalted Christ does nothing for nothing, it is
accurate to say that he has deliberately brought people from
multiple races and ethnic backgrounds into the same land in
which he gave us a home some years earlier precisely because
he in some way is interested in these people. That's the signifi-
cance of that line from Psalm 67: these people are put into
closer proximity to us so that they might see something of God's
saving power.

Opportunity

The consequence is surely this: we receive the privilege to
add to our existing far-off mission focus a new dimension that
has us focussing locally. We need, after all, to work along with
what the Lord is doing. To give some colour to it: the church in
Brampton is located in a heavily Hindu area, the neighbourhood
around the long-established church in Surrey is now predomin-
antly Punjabi. Streetlight is labouring among the multi-ethnic
residents of downtown Hamilton, while Blessings church in West
Hamilton and the Denver church and the church plantsin Prince
George and Niverville are working among whatever peoples
they find in their neighbourhoods. The Mercies church plantin
East Hamilton is labouring among a largely Muslim population.
So many other churches in the federation enjoy - or should
| say, grapple with - the privileges that come with the Lord’s
work of moving the nations into our vicinities as peoples from
our communities (perhaps visible minorities, perhaps not) visit
our churches. It represents opportunity - and that in turn brings
excitement and adrenalin! With a nod to Mordecai's question
to Esther, I think it right to say that God has brought the CanRC
to our present situation precisely for a time as this (Esther 4:14).
| am deeply grateful that so many of our churches are making
work of the openings the Lord has provided.

A little aside: please, let no reader sense a touch of arro-
gance in the preceding paragraph, as if it's presumptuous to
say that God has brought us into our present situation precisely
for the benefit of the nations. No, dear reader, what “we” have
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received is a gift of God's grace. And if the Lord would use “us’
to benefit “the nations,” that's no cause for pride; it's instead
cause for humble gratitude - and then making the most of the
privileged opportunity God has given.

How?

The question now is: how can we optimally be for others the
blessing the Lord would want us to be? The CanRC is currently
wrestling with this question. Consider two examples of this

grappling.

Brampton
Some years ago, the Brampton congregation received a new
church building builtin a neighbourhood of new housing now
predominately inhabited by recent migrants to Canada; these
residents are mostly Hindu, together with many Sikhs and
Muslims. Every week visitors from the surrounding community
visit the Brampton church to check out the worship services.
Today the consistory of this church has a minority of Caucasian
(letalone Dutch) members, a reality reflected also in the church'’s
membership. The church has made no changes in how they
"do” church, preferring to stay with worship services as they
have commonly been done across the federation for years. In
God's providence, their work is growing to such an extent that
Brampton last fall called and received a second minister to
answer the need that comes with so many visitors frequently
attending the worship services.

Blessings
In an effort to be meaningful to their very established neigh-
bourhood, Blessings Christian Church in Hamilton has been
very intentional in doing church somewhat differently than has
been the case across the federation. The brethren there have
chosento dress in a less formal-looking fashion, have initiated
a coffee hour before church to make visitors feel welcome, have
introduced contemporary singing before and after the service,
have moved away from reading the entirety of the Baptism and
Lord's Supper Forms in favour of providing succinct summaries,
have replaced the pulpit with a lectern, etc. By the grace of the
Lord this church is attracting numerous people from the neigh-
bourhood, be they unbelieving, unchurched, or other-churched.
These two churches illustrate two different ways of grappling
with the challenges that arise from the changes we've seen in
Canada. Perhaps the models used by these two churches could
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be viewed as experimental: which is more effective? Or should
we look for a third, more preferable model?

Heritage

The glorious wealth of the gospel as rediscovered in the Great
Reformation of the sixteenth century has been marvellously
encoded in the three forms of unity - these being the Belgic
Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of
Dort. The liturgical forms (eg, the Baptism Form or the Lord'’s
Supper Form) laid out in further detail vital elements of these
confessions. Through the struggles of the Secession of 1834,
the Doleantie of 1886, and the Liberation of 1944, that wealth
has formed the minds and perspectives of CanRC preachers
and believers so that we have learned to delight in how God
deals with sinners.

Specifically, he claims sinners for himself in a covenant of
love, graciously giving them rich promises and requiring them
to embrace his mercies in faith precisely because he is God.
That we contribute nothing that might move God to claim us
as his own is pointed up in the fact that God claims infants
for himself - and signifies that claim in infant baptism. That's
why parents in our midst teach their children from infancy that
they belong to God and they sacrifice big dollars to provide
God-centred education in covenantally-based schools. As the
children mature, we show them how to respond rightly to the
wealth God has placed in their lap.

In the same line, preachers in our midst address the entire
congregation as God's people, comforting and encouraging
the distressed and burdened in our midst with the assurance
that the promises of God are truly for them. In distinction from
so many other preachers in North America (yes, of Neo-Calvinist
persuasion too), preaching in CanRC pulpits does not ask
church members to move themselves from where they are to
a delightful gospel placed some distance from them, but it
deposits the gospel in the lap of each member, younger and
older, in accordance with God's covenant promises as signified
in baptism. Yes, each member is to believe the promises in their
daily grind, yet not to obtain God's favour but to unpack a grace
that is already theirs. Our members are taught to describe a
present reality with Lord’s Day 1: “I belong with body and soul,
both in life and in death, to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ...."

That language of belonging pervades the three forms of
unity and the liturgical forms - and indeed the language of the
psalms (and hymns also). In a word, it's what makes our Book of
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Praise so delightfully rich. It's why a middle-aged couple who
joined one of our churches last year, after their interview with
Consistory, held up the Book of Praise and told the body of
elders: you do not realize how much of a treasure you have in
this book! It's the wealth of the Scripture as rediscovered in the
Great Reformation and channelled through Dutch church history
to form the heritage that by God's grace may be entrusted to
the CanRC. Again | say: please, thisis not arrogance. It's instead
acknowledging the merciful good pleasure of God to make us
carriers of a rich heritage.

Today

CanRCs today wrestle with how to “do” church in such a way
as to reach best the people God has placed in our neighbour-
hoods. The details of the answer to that question can obviously
not be caughtin a one-liner. But | offer this thought: the Lord has
been very gracious to us and blessed us so richly in granting us
the privilege to be carriers of the glorious gospel as he's chan-
nelled it through the riverbeds of the Great Reformation, the
Secession of 1834, the Doleantie of 1886, and the Liberation of
1944. So we do well to be unashamedly proud (in the healthy
sense of the word) of our Dutch heritage in the understanding
thatthe Lord has given us this treasure so that the nations today
around us may see something of God's wonderful ways on earth.

It's said from time to time that being known in our commun-
ities as a “Dutch” church is an embarrassment. | disagree. Our
popular identity as the “Dutch” church is opportunity. Canada
is a multicultural country with its citizens and residents all cele-
brating their ethnic roots. That makes it easy for us to do the
same. A huge part of our Dutch aroma lies embedded in the
Book of Praise.

The Lord God has put the CanRC in this country for a reason
and placed nations from around the globe into our vicinity. Let's
eagerly grab hold of the privileged responsibility that follows
from the delightful heritage the Lord is bringing to the nations
through the medium of the Canadian Reformed Churches.

Clarence Bouwman Minister
Canadian Reformed Church
Smithville, Ontario
clarence.bouwman@gmail.com
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CLIPPINGS
ON POLITICS
& RELIGION

An Actual
Conversion Ban

asttime we looked at an ARPA policy report on conver-

sion therapy bans. It addressed bans of help for those

who struggle with the feeling that their biological sex
of male or female somehow doesn’t match who they think they
are. In that case the “conversion therapy” being banned was
indeed a “therapy,” that is, an effort to provide “healing” to
suffering souls.

This time | want to look at what might more rightly be called a

“conversion ban.” It's not about banning conversion therapy but
banning the untherapeutic surgeries that attempt physically to
change someone’s biological sex.

The Telegraph, a well-known British newspaper, featured a
story on April 22, 2020 about a UK ban that, when it becomes
law, will end so-called “sex re-assignment” or “gender align-
ment” surgeries for minors. The story opened, “Children who
wish to undergo surgery to change their gender will be banned
from doing so in future, the equalities minister has announced.”
Currently, minors are permitted to undergo such surgery, but
only with parental consent. “However, the equalities minister

today signalled plans to ban under-18s with gender dysphoria
from genital reconstructive surgery in a move, she claimed, which
would ‘protect them from making those irreversible decisions.”

All people should be encouraged that the equalities minister
in the UK was willing to speak the truth about the irreversible
nature of such surgeries. Confused children and adults need to
know that both the hormone blockers and surgeries are likely

to leave them sterile and unable to enjoy marriage relations,
and this condition cannot just be reversed.

"Trans rights activists” decried the move as a "“new form of
inequality.” Even though the government minister was very clear
that adults should have every right to such surgery and even
though her bill would not ban the use of hormone blockers
for minors, the banning of actual surgeries upon minors was
called an inequality. One opponent even argued that the block
would be “effectively treating transgender teenagers as less
capable than their cisgender peers.” This statement assumes, of
course, that “cisgenders” choose their gender. Such nonsensical
language assumes that every person defines and even creates
their own nature, sex, and gender. It is utter nonsense.

Albert Mohler, speaking on The Briefing, analysed the state-
ment above, and stated,

First of all, you have this word “cisgender” used; that's a word
that only makes sense in the aftermath of the intentional confu-
sion of the transgender revolution. Cisgender refers to people
born male who believe themselves to be male and identify as
male, and those born female who believe themselves to be
female and identify as female, which means the vast major-
ity of all persons now living, one or the other, male or female.
But “cisgender” indicates that it's just another option. It's just
another identity.?

On the idea that “cisgender” minors will be privileged
because they will be able to exercise their choice to identify

See https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/04/22/trans-children-banned-surgery-change-gender-equalities-minister. Accessed May 15, 2020.

2See https://albertmohler.com/2020/04/27/briefing-4-27-20. Accessed May 15, 2020. | hope to feature The Briefing in the Clippings articles more often and | highly
recommend readers to listen to Mohler’s podcast five days a week, every week. If ever you hear something on The Briefing that is dissonant with our Reformed faith,

let me know, as | have not.
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their gender and sexual orientation with their biological sex,
while “transgender” minors will be oppressed by not being
able to exercise their choice, Mohler responds, “Now at this
point, we are in the deepest part of the deep end of the pool
of irrationality.... This is the strangest, most Orwellian definition
of equality imaginable.”

In conclusion, we can be thankful that in the UK a ban on
mutilating the bodies of minors is likely to come into place.
But much more is needed: People need to acknowledge that
the whole transgender idea is a fiction. As Christians who hold

to God’'s Word, we can be so thankful for its truthfulness and
its affirmation of created reality. We also enjoy the sure hope
that male and female are equally redeemed in Christ, finding
freedom and purpose in him. [8

Ted Van Raalte Professor of Ecclesiology
Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary
Hamilton, ON

tvanraalte@crts.ca

Christians for Armenia’s
Publishing Program

ince its beginning in 1992 through the ministry

of Rev. A. R. Kayayan, until today, Christians

for Armenia (CFA)'s mission has consisted of
providing materials based on God's breathed Word,
pointing towards the only redeemer, Christ, the new
Adam who makes all things new. Rev. A. R. Kayayan
was called to the Lord in 2008 after labouring intense-
ly on the Armenian field. He was himself perfectly
fluentin the Armenian language. Following his vision,
the current committee of CFA keeps publishing, at
a regular pace, new books and also producing new
radio programs (translated into Armenian from a
stock of programs available in French). Apart from
solid Reformed works in dogmatics (Ursinus, Berkhof,
Bavinck), the development of a biblically-based world-
view motivates our choice of books to translate, either
from English or from French. A brochure on biblical
ethics for sexuality is but one example of this choice:
it was translated from a RCUS synodical report and
released in August 2015.

clarionmagazine.ca

Other recently published books are:

e Truth Under Attack, by Eryl Davies (a much needed guide on cults
and sects for a country like Armenia, targeted by Mormons and
Jehovah's Witnesses);

e Darwin’s God, Evolution and the Problem of Evil, an excellent critique
of the Darwinist worldview, both from a scientific and a philosophical
perspective, by molecular biophysicist Cornelius Hunter;

e The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? the classic work
by biblical scholar F. F. Bruce;

e The Christian and Politics, a Kuyperian approach of this topic origin-
ally written by Rev. A. R. Kayayan and myself for the French speaking
publicin 1995;

e 2 volumes of Bible studies on Genesis 1-11 and 25-49 by Rev. Mark
Vander Hart (the latter was released two months ago);

e QOur latest - long term - project is to offer to the Armenian public a
reliable translation of the New Testament and Psalms made directly
from the source texts, not a mere revision of ancient translations or
a paraphrase, which is all that is currently available in Armenia. This
translation has now been completed and is currently going through
a second editing phase.
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Among future projects we would like to see Dr. Egbert
Schuurman’s Faith and Hope in Technology (the English trans-
lation by John Vriend) made available to the Armenian public,
as a very important and relevant contribution to a Christian
reflection on contemporary culture. We hope to get enough
funding from our donors to be able to initiate this project in
the near future.

CFA has the privilege to work with a very dedicated and
competent team of fellow workers in Armenia itself. Their
enthusiasm and reliability with the tasks entrusted to them
makes it a very exciting task to minister to the Armenian public.
Being in contact with them on a regular basis allows us to remain
tuned to the needs and particularities of our mission field.

Our books are used by many clerics in the traditional
Armenian Apostolic Church as well as in all the evangelical
churches. They aim at bringing together Christians from various
(sometimes opposite) backgrounds around a shared under-
standing of the doctrine of grace and its application in the lives
of believers.

Armenians have a great intellectual, cultural, and historical
heritage, which they are proud of. This heritage, visible in the
remarkable centuries-old church architecture found through-
out the country, cannot but remind them about the tenets of

Christian faith. Their ancestors have lived, suffered, fought, and
hoped on behalf of this Christianity. Seventy years of commun-
ism under the Soviet regime have not managed to destroy it.
But what is it worth in their shattered world today? What is an
authentic faith? Can it transform individual lives, bring hope,
and challenge patterns of corruption, of discouragement,
of self-pity? Can it set the nation on a course of prosperity?
If Christianity is Armenia’s distinctive heritage, under which
form should it be transmitted to the next generations? Can it
ensure not only the survival of the nation, but a real and healthy
renaissance?

The literature and the radio broadcasts we produce are there
to show that whatever the circumstances, Armenia is part of
God's creation, belonging to him and as such not forsaken:
Armenians must turn to the living Word to receive this only
comfort and live by it!

Eric Kayayan Minister (GKSA) and Director
Christians For Armenia (CFA)
erickayayan@gmail.com

The work of the CFA is supported in Canada by
Reformed Faith and Life — Canada

You are invited

to send us your most thought provoking questions

to explore in our You Asked column.

Please send questions to William den Hollander, Minister emeritus
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church, Toronto, Ontario

23 Kinsman Drive, Binbrook, ON LOR 1C0O | denhollanderw@gmail.com




BOOK
REVIEW

IDRE‘

AND THE CHUECH

“B0 NOT HINDER THEM®

Children and
the Church

Children and the Church
by William Den Hollander and

Gerhard Visscher
Lucerna Publications, 2019
219 pages

n the days of the COVID-19 restrictions, the worship services were awfully quiet. $20.00 through

When there are just three or eight people present, the congregation doesn't amazon.ca

produce much noise, either in the singing or in the ambient sounds of books
closing, jackets rustling, and little children talking or whimpering. In a congregation
blessed with many young families, the noise of youth is almost a constant, and when
itis gone, the silence is deafening.
But the children belong. Children of believers have an essential place in Christ's
church, and this is why we baptize them and why we include them in the worship servi-

ces even from a young age. As Reformed believers, we hold the scriptural conviction
that a covenant child is part of the community of God's people, a community where
they are the recipients of the precious promises and commands of the Triune God.
Such is also the beautiful theme of the book Children and the Church, a collection
of essays edited by Dr. Gerhard Visscher and Dr. William den Hollander. The book
has its origins in the conferences organized by the Canadian Reformed Theological

Seminary held in Ontario and British Columbia in early 2019.

Considering a broad swathe of evidence from Scripture, and viewing the topic from
vanogs angl.es mc!ud.lng the con.fessmns, church hlstory,.and culture, the authors are Reuben Bredenhof Minister
unanimous in their view that children must be seen as integral parts of the church. Free Reformed Church
In this respect, the book does not reach a conclusion that Reformed believers will Mt. Nasura, Western Australia

. . . . rm.bredenhof@gmail.com
find surprising. Does anyone who reads this book need to be convinced about the
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place of children in the covenant of grace? Perhaps few. Yet it
is exactly on the matter of infant vs. believer-only baptism that
the question is asked with increasing frequency these days:
Does it matter? Should we really make the case so strongly that
it becomes a matter of must? Is this a salvation issue?

In this connection, Tyler Vandergaag in his chapter surveys
a diversity of viewpoints in the early church concerning who
baptism is for, and he contemplates the challenge that this
presents for those who seek to be guided by the practices
of the church fathers. While there is diversity, he makes the
interesting observation that there is no evidence that this was
considered acceptable, encouraged, or promoted.

Ted Van Raalte engages with the writings of a couple of
figures from the Reformation period and shows how they
helped to enhance the church’s understanding of the grounds,
meaning, and implications of baptism.

Besides the perspectives gained from church history, of
course, itisimportant to take a view of the children of believers
thatis thoroughly shaped by Scripture. If we fail to articulate the
biblical basis for our beliefs, we face the danger of a creeping
theological ignorance and underappreciation. And so, the chap-
ters which explore the biblical basis and meaning of baptism
are helpful. Forinstance, Gerhard Visscher explores the attitude
of the Lord Jesus toward covenant children, and also the views
of Paul and Peter. The language of “sign and seal” is familiar
to Reformed believers, but our understanding is refined by
Jason Van Vliet's investigation of how this language is used in
Scripture and the confessions. Scripture presents baptism as a
sign of God’s promises and a seal of their reliability.

William den Hollander considers how baptism was admin-
istered in the time of the apostles, examining the household
baptisms that are recorded in Acts. He argues that when these
are viewed in relation to the Graeco-Roman cultural context, any
first century reader would have assumed that infants and youth
were also included in the baptisms. Indeed, the “silence” of the
New Testament about the baptism of children - far from being
an exegetical strike against paedobaptism - actually supports
the notion that children were regarded as part of the church
community, just as they had been in the Old Testament. The
denial of baptism to the children of believing parents would
have required an apostolic defence or a clarification.

Every time an infant is baptized in our churches, the Form
for Baptism is read. In this theologically rich form, it is said
that our children are “sanctified in Christ.” Arjen Vreugdenhil
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demonstrates how this phrase presents both a comfort to
Christian parents and a serious call.

For if we are agreed that children are included, then the next
vital question is how we nurture and discipline them. How can
covenant children be guided along the path to maturity in a
way that will equip them for a lifetime of walking with Christ?
We affirm that they belong, so we also seek to give them a
true sense of the privilege and calling of belonging. Bringing
them up in the security of God’s covenant promises, we aim to
cultivate faith, and under the Lord's blessing, God-honouring
behaviour will be in evidence.

Thus, it is right that the church is also a place where coven-
ant children are called to personal faith and repentance. If they
do not hear this call clearly, the emphasis will naturally fall on
outward conformity - doing what is expected as members of
a community - and not on inner transformation. So, are our
covenant children receiving instruction that is soundly biblical
and culturally relevant? Are they benefiting from meaningful
relationships with their parents and other believers so that they
can grow in Christ?

In arguing for a deliberate approach to discipling our youth,
Bill DeJong proposes that Reformed churches should consider
the advantages of admitting early adolescents to the Lord's
table, perhaps as young as ten, as was sometimes done in
the early Reformation period. The reader of his essay will of
course need to reach their own conclusion. In this they may be
assisted by Cornelis Van Dam, who writes on children'’s partici-
pation in the Passover, and the relationship between that meal
of the old covenant and the new covenant Lord’s Supper. In the
final chapter, Eric Watkins (OPC) offers good insights into how
confessional Presbyterians seek to foster maturity in Christian
youth, and what can be learned from these practices for the
important task of guiding them to Christ.

In Children and the Church, the amazing truth which emer-
ges time and again is that the children of believers belong:
they belong in loving fellowship with the Triune God, and they
belong in his covenant community. And so, | am sure that the
chapters in this volume could be read with profit by many. Some
of the authors at times employ jargon that may be unfamil-
iar, and occasionally threaten to overwhelm the reader with
footnotes, but readerly perseverance will surely be rewarded.
May this volume cause us to appreciate anew the riches of
God's rich grace by including believers and their children in
his covenant. (@
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Then Azariah stood still in the
fire and prayed aloud wxx).
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1. We praise your Name, O LORD and God, the God of all our fa - thers,
2. God, we have sinned and done what'swrong.  Your word we have re - ject - ed.
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George van Popta, 2018

Apocrypha additions to Daniel, inserted between 3:23 and 3:24

Your ways are good;you’ve made them known.  Your jus-tice is un - swerv - ing,
Now  you have cast us from our land and sent us in - to ex - le
Lord, we con - fess our wick - ed - ness, our guilt and in - dis - cre - tion,
Lord, for the sake of your great name save us from e - vil pow - ers
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J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, Wittenberg, 1535
87 87 874 68 / Ich ruf zu dir | BWV 639

George van Popta Minister emeritus Jubilee Canadian Reformed Church, Ottawa, Ontario gvanpopta@gmail.com
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PRESS
RELEASE

Press Release of Classis Central Ontario

held on June 5, 2020

he convening church was Fellowship, but Classis met

at the Ebenezer church building; however, because of

current COVID restrictions, all but five of us joined by
Zoom. Thank you to Ebenezer for providing the technology to
make all this possible.

As is the normal custom, we opened with Scripture, medita-
tion, and prayer. Rev. Jake Torenvliet, on behalf of Fellowship
church, opened with the reading of Psalm 84.

We acknowledged the following matters for prayer among
the churches in this classis: the passing away of Prof. Geertsema;
Mrs. Mulder finds herself in isolation because of COVID restric-
tions; Prof. Jerry Visscher’s imminent retirement from our
college after many years of faithful service; Fellowship’s call to
Rev. Boekestein, which is now on hold while pandemic restric-
tions are in place; student Timothy Veenstra, as he appears
before Classis seeking consent to speak an edifying word.

All the people who were expected to attend Classis were
accounted for and had their duly signed credentials available.

Appointed as Chairman: Rev. Jake Torenvliet, Vice-chairman:
Elder Rick Smeding, and Clerk: Rev. Clarence Vandervelde.

With the regular protocol completed, Classis was declared
to be constituted and the agenda was adopted.

Timothy Veenstra, a member of Blessings Christian Church,
presented his credentials and his sermon proposal as he came
to be examined to speak an edifying word. He is a third-year
student at our seminary. This was done as per Article 21 of our
Church Order.

Tim's sermon proposal was on Matthew 11:28-30, which was
accepted, and his presentation of the gospel met the approv-
al of Classis. Tim was then able to move on to the next step
in the process, which examined him on doctrine and creeds.
Once again Tim's responses were deemed to be solid and he
was unanimously endorsed to speak an edifying word in our

churches. Tim's pastor, Bill DeJong, offered a pray of thanks
and asked for a blessing for Tim as he begins a year of work
among us.

All the churches in our classis were asked, as is expected
according to Article 44 of the Church Order, "Whether the
ministry of the office-bearers is being continued, whether the
decisions of the major assemblies are being honoured, and
whether there is any matter in which the consistories need the
judgment and help of Classis for the proper government of
their church.” All the churches answered in the affirmative to
the first two questions and no to the third.

We then moved on to discuss two proposals. The first was
from Rehoboth church, who presented an overture to remove
the bracketed qualifier “For the Second Service” from the
abbreviated form for the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The
overture was adopted after discussion. Next, Blessings submit-
ted an overture to amend the questions in the liturgical forms
for Baptism and Profession of Faith to restore the language to
reference the Apostles’ Creed. The overture was unanimously
adopted after discussion.

The next classis meeting will be convened by Rehoboth
church on September 18 with the following officers:

Chairman: Rev. Clarence Vandervelde

Vice-Chairman: Elder delegate from the convening church

Clerk: Rev. lan Wildeboer

There were no questions during question period, as it was
late in the day, and thankfully Christian censure was not required.

Rev. Jake Torenvliet thanked us for the collegial manner with
which today’s meetings was conducted, and then closed the
meeting with the reading of Psalm 133 and prayer.

On behalf of Classis, Vice-chairman
Elder Rick Smeding



Announcements of Weddings, Anniversaries (especially those with an Open House) should be submitted six weeks in advance.

OBITUARY

November 22, 1949 - May 17, 2020

Suddenly, but at the appointed and perfect time, the Lord took
home His child out of his earthly suffering in his 7 1st year

ARTHUR RALPH KINGMA
Beloved husband of 47 years to Gloria

Kingma (nee Alexander).

Much loved father and grandfather to:

Grimsby, ON

Dunnville, ON

Dunnville, ON

Melanie and Alan Datema
Meaghan

Caleb and Cassie

Noah and Victoria

Naomi

Derek and Kristy Kingma
Sadie

Colm

Tess

Melissa and Jeremy Muis
Annika

Jesse

Katherine

“... but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:3 |

106 Elizabeth Crescent, Dunnville, ON NIA 2PI
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50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

1970 ~ July 3 ~ 2020

With praise and thanksgiving
to our Lord God, we announce the
anniversary of our amazing parents
and grandparents

Ben and Rhea Hofsink (nee Brouwer)
"In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths."
Proverbs 3:6

Scott and Debbie Schriemer
Taylor, Sierra, Hunter, Damian, Darius
Veronica, Mason

Brenda Hofsink
Levi

Darryl and Leanne Hofsink
Cody, Jesse, Jude, Kaylee, Kari

Benjamin Hofsink
Isaak, Malaika

Shaun and Joni Veldman
Kirsten, Melissa, Josh

Juditht Leanne Hofsink

Asia

14 Milburn Crescent, St.Albert, AB, T8N |X8

SSPSVs

But they who Walt for the LOTd shall renew their Strehg th.

they shall TNQBINL up with ng S like eagles; they shall YUN and
not be WeEaly:. they shall walk and not faiNt. - isaian 4031
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the worldw

We do" Q

C H A N G E can be big, like symphony

orchestra big. Or it can be small, like living room
jam session small. It's about what you choose

to do on the one hand, and who you are on the
other. We are more than our jobs, and God has

a calling for each of us, wherever we go.

That changes everything.

Starting with you.

redeemer.ca

Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School
is seeking teachers and invites expressions of interest and
applications for the 2020 / 2021 school year.

. Full-time teaching position in the primary grades
- Possible full-time high school opening

‘ ‘ I B . ECRS OFFERS a bursary program for post-secondary
students going into teaching. Details on our website.

== REDEEMER: * - -
. UNJIJVERSITY .8

A degree you can believe in.

i
Complimentary 4
flights can

be arranged!

For this, and any other

questions you may have, ‘
contact our principal,

Derek Stoffels, at:
L (250)847-3492

& principal@ebenezerschool.com

Assisting parents in equipping our children to function as prophets, priests, and kings in this world. www.ebenezerschool.com
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Plus taxes and shipping

bookstore or from

PREMIER

books.premierprinting.ca

Order from your favourite

- PUBLISHING

Hope and Comfort in the Book of Job
is a collection of eight sermons that can be
used as a book for personal enrichment and
encouragement; a guide for Bible studies with
questions for discussion and reflection, as well
as public worship, with the liturgy provided.

Soft Cover, 144 pages, *9.00

HOPE
AND

COMFORT

IN THE BOOK OF JOB

By Cornelis Van Dam

'l'((
A

Are you a Mechanic?

Join Schouten Excavating. Our quickly growing demolition and excavating
business is seeking a mechanic to join our team. We offer benefits and competitive wages.

Qualifications & Skills

Ability to run
Heavy Equipment

Ability to manage own time
Ability to recognize priorities
Ability to Read Manuals
Analytical Skills

Attention to Detail
Teamwork

Physical Stamina
and Strength

7908 Jariott St, Watford, ON NOM 2S0 (226) 678-4715 Apply at jobs@schouten.ca

Responsibilities

Inspect excavators, bulldozers, and other
heavy construction equipment for proper
performance, and inspect equipment to

detect faults and malfunctions

Diagnose faults or malfunctions using

computerized and other testing equipment
to determine the extent of repair required

Adjust equipment and repair or replace
defective parts, components or systems

using hand and power tools

Repair and maintain handheld power tools

Test repaired equipment for proper
performance and to ensure work meets
manufacturers’ specifications

Clean, lubricate and perform other routine
maintenance work on equipment

Service attachments and working tools such
as blades, ploughs, winches and side booms

Perform repair work on heavy trucks

Schouten

clarionmagazine.ca
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MARANATHA
HOMES

living independently in Christian community

Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington
near many amenities, is a place where Christian seniors
can enjoy independent living in community with others.

o Reasonable rent rates at $892 per month
»  Newly renovated units

e Award winning architechtural design

»  Well maintained building and grounds

» No condo fees or utility bills.

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attractive
and affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact:
Rosanne van der Woerd
109-3260 New Street, Burlington, ON L7N 3L4
905-681-0311

Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

So Nice To Come HOME To

—

A

Gbenezer Dilla

CHRISTIAN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

We welcome you to experience the vitality and fellowship
of our Christian independent living community.

To inquire please contact us at 905.5811439
or ebenezervillahamiltonrentlist@gmail.com
337 STONE CHURCH ROAD, HAMILTON, ONTARIO
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RACHEL 2%,
HARSEVOORE

ABR., SRS. SALES REPRESENTATIVE

The Smart Move.

905.648.4451 | 905.741.1461
rachelharsevoort.com

ReformedBookServices %

PROMOTING GODLIMESS, REVIVAL & BREFORMATION

A GREAT SELECTION OF CHRISTIAN BOOKS AT LOW PRICES
STORE HOURS: MON-WED 10-5 | THURS 10-9 | FR110-5 | SAT 10-3

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A, Brantford, ON N3R 8A3, Canada
Tel. 519.304.4709 » Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca Q®

DAVESAUTO

Dave and Maaike Buist

7109 Canborough Road, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W1
Phone: 905-774-3111

www.davesauto.ca Operating since 1996
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am
FAI T h LI N K Meeting you wherelitimdatters.

FUNERAL CARE

We can help you'plan ahead. ' §

In the comfort of your own home we can
answer your questions about:

> Visiting and Service in your own
church facility

> Cemetery arrangements
> Monuments and Markers i
> How we honour ALL prepaid plan's

We'll come to you at no cost or obligation.
Let us show you how much we understand.

Rick Ludwig Diane Vanderwoude

KITCHING 1-800-737-8275
STEEPE&LUDWIG kitchingsteepeandludwig.com/faithlink

Garnet van Popta

Dlux

CABINETRY

¥

Job description: Full time position as a Cabinet engineer

Work with the Dlux Cabinetry team to:

e Prepare CNC friendly detailed shop
drawings using Mozaik software

e \V/sit sites to take critical measurements
and lay out plumbing/electrical

e Consult with design team on design and materials
e Review appliance and plumbing specs to

make sure they will work
e Track projects through manufacturing

to ensure accuracy/quality
e QOrders materials specific to each job
e Prepare paperwork for shipping and for installers
e Must have minimum 2 years experience.

Only applicants that meet the above
criteria will be contacted

We are located in Winnipeg, Mb.
Visit our website at www.dluxcabinetry.com

Please submit applications directly to
randy@dluxcabinetry.com or dan@dluxcabinetry.com
We look forward to hearing from you

The right team can
save you time,
money and stress!

Call us today for your own customized
home-buying solutions!

SECURE RIGHT FINANCING!

MORTGAGE
INTELLIGENCE

Brokerage #10428 HO: 877.667.5483

Jerry Bosscher, ave
MORTGAGE BROKER

jerrybosscher.ca
jerry.bosscher@migroup.ca

905.635.4269

clarionmagazine.ca

AN\ Faber & Oostdyk

LAWYERS

Sean Oostdyk

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY

folaw.ca
info@folaw.ca

905.681.7800

Sutton

I— ®
Nicole Werkman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

nicolewerkman.com
nwerkman@sutton.com

866.630.8070

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc, Brokerage
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(’< Pa) Investment _ Financial Planning Professionals

h2%4 Planning Counsel RO A AR OR

Sharp insights

*RR.S.Ps/RR.IFs/GICs . .
Give your business an edge,

* Mutual Funds / Term Deposits

* Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness, :
Long-Term Care, Group) Trust experienced tax experts Bud Arneld®

Sam Okkema to help your organization thrive in an

ever-changing business clima_t'je. With-innovative

solutions in areas ofitax planfing, accounting,

* Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs) assurance and adVisory, we navigate uncertainty

* Residential Mortgages
Roland Van Andel * Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs)

EPC

and maximize*opportunity — so you can build a
more prosperousfuture.

* Tax Free Savings Accounts
« Financial / Estate / Succession Planning
* Retiring Allowances / Severances _(-\'(:éeler;_ate your growth

» Health Plans and Travel Insurance

Derek J. Lanting
CFP, CPCA

Let’s get started:

Baker Tilly GWD (Guelph and Elora)
Bud Arnold - barnold@bakertilly.ca
Sam Okkema - saokkema@bakertilly.ca
59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario L9H 6P3

Phone: 905-628-9666 * Fax: 905-628-1035 « Toll Free: 1-866-856-5910

Email: rvanandel@ipcc.org ¢ derek.lanting@ipcc.org Now, for tomorrow (G ba ke rt| lly
MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

N’

Harvest

FOUNDATION

Harvest Foundation works to keep tuition
affordable by facilitating gifts from estates.
We facilitate effective giving through both
will bequests and living gifts.

Benefits of a living gift include:

¢ Fulfillment in seeing the blessing one’s gift provides.

¢ Reduced estate probate costs

¢ Income tax benefits when funds come from a RRIF or RRSP

¢ Ability to minimize capital gains tax

Contact our executive director to explore if a living gift or

estate gift may fit your circumstances.
For more information: info@harvestfoundation.ca | 289.309.1466
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Mar Uandervalde;.
— = Sales Hepresenta exN df

- W n.r'mdrk'u ca | Office 905.957.5000
mm— i markv@royallepage.ca | Direct 905.517.1451

Helping people an the move in the Smithiille Grimsby, Lincaln and Dunnville arezs

— ;
] REABY Aldercenter Rea ity ﬁ

Verne Stel s

info@vernestel cam

Dffice B04.857.1100
Cell &604.266.0807
Toll Free 1.888.341.1100

26641 Fraser Hwy, Aldergrove, BC VAW 311

HOME GROUP

Serving Guelph,
“'-'—_ - Fergus & Area

Emma Kuizenga Keith Vanleeuwen

SALES REPRESENTATIVE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
(519) 546 5498 (519) 835 5239
emmak@homegrouprealty.ca keithvan@homegrouprealty.ca

Hear what our clients have to say at
Serving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Langley

ISNISRNLLE = T AT =

Jonathan Gelderman
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

2y 2@

jonathan@gelderman.ca

43 - S 0 @» RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty e

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

clarionmagazine.ca

Serving the greater Burlington,
Hamilton and Niagara Region

JPC

Honest. Timely. Thorough.

JPC Chartered Professional Accountants offer a total tax and

accounting service with a specialization in privately owned busi-

nesses. Thinking of when it's right to incorporate? Or how you

can income split? How to sell your business? Or how to pass it on

to your children tax efficiently? Or do you require professionally

prepared corporate or personal income tax returns and financial

statements? With a professional accounting designation and a

Masters in Tax equivalent come explore the opportunities for you
and your business with us here at JPC.

PARTNER

JOEL D JAGT
(HONS) B. COMM, CPA, CGA,

Contact us to set up a free 1/2 hour strategic tax
and accounting consultation

1(905) 870 0137 | joel@jpcprofessionals.ca

VISIT

Ok

PARTNERING WITH
CHURCHES IN
EASTERN EUROPE TO
BRING GLORY TO GOD
fTHRDUGH GOSPEL
PROCLAMATION AND
PRACTICAL MINISTRY.

WWW.COAH.ORG caLL | 888-844-2624
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