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What's Inside

What was life like before COVID? Chances are that you
feel life was better before the pandemic hit. Dr. Jason
Van Vliet discusses this question in his lead article,
"Christ Before COVID."

The Asia Mission Board has prepared a press release

which we include in Issue 20. It has been released because

they have become aware of controversy surrounding
the Canadian Reformed Churches and their approach
to the doctrine of the covenant.

Dr. David Robertson of the Free Church of Scotland
has written an article entitled, “A Tale of Two Buildings.”
Keep reading to see what the Hagia Sophia and his old

manse in Dundee have in common.

In federation news we have a report on the fiftieth

anniversary of Vineyard Canadian Reformed Church.

Issue 20 also includes Treasures, New & Old, You Asked,

and a canticle.
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TREASURES, NEW & OLD

PRESS RELEASE — Asia Mission Board
A Tale of Two Buildings

Fiftieth Anniversary of the Vineyard Canadian
Reformed Church of Lincoln
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Jason Van Vliet Principal and Professor of Dogmatics
Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary

Hamilton, Ontario

jvanvliet@crts.ca

Christ Before
COVID

Do you still remember what life was like before COVID? I am sure you do. But let’s brief-
ly review. Before COVID we went to a church building twice every Sunday to worship
our God together. Not every other Sunday. Not some percentage of the congregation.
But all of us, every Sunday. Sometimes we had to add more chairs for overflow, not

rope off pews for physical distancing.

Before COVID our children went to school. All of them. Every day. No mask policies. No staggered
schedules. No cohorts. Students secretly shared snacks on the bus, joyfully high-fived each other in
hall, and competitively rubbed shoulders on the soccer field.

Before COVID all we had to do before dashing off on an errand was to grab our wallet on the way
out. Now, depending where you live, you have to remember to check the web for modified hours, to
tuck a mask in your purse or your pocket, to sanitize your hands before entering the store ... and yes,
you still need your wallet.

We are still somewhere in the middle of this global pandemic. In many places itis better than it was.
In other places it is worse. Many are bracing for a second wave. It's different, isn't it? Somehow, we
cannot help but feel that life was better before COVID - better for worship, better for family relation-
ships, better for our elderly, better for our schools, better for our businesses, better for pretty much
everything. Who would disagree? Not me.

Another angle
So, chronologically speaking, what stands before COVID? A less regulated time? A(more) golden age?
From one perspective we might quickly exclaim, “Absolutely!” From another, inspired angle there is
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For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 1 per2:25

something more to say. But then we need to change the ques-
tion. In the first place, it is not what stands before COVID but
who stands before COVID. Consider Colossians 1:17, "And he
[God's beloved Son, v. 15] is before all things, and in him all
things hold together.”

"All things” is, obviously, all-inclusive. We tend to think about
this phrase collectively. In our minds “all things” equals all
creation, or the universe, or the cosmos. Following through with
this line of thought, the apostle Paul is saying that the eternal
Son of God existed before the heavens and the earth, and that
all that they contain were created (Gen 1-2). That is correct. We
also confess this in the Belgic Confession, “"He who is called God,
the Word, the Son, and Jesus Christ, did exist at that time when
all things were created by him” (Art 10).

Atthe same time, we can also think about “all things” particu-
larly. That is to say, before a particular man named Abraham
was born, the Son of God already existed and acted in grace
and power (John 8:58). Before a particular preacher named
John Calvin ever delivered a sermon, the Son of God was busy
gathering his church. Similarly, before this particular COVID-19
pandemic hit, the beloved Son of God was authoritatively ruling
over every single event that eventually led to the crisis. Ever since,
he has been governing over every single consequence of it.
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Take a glance in the rear-view mirror of your life. Do you see
the golden hue of a happier, pre-COVID era? Or, in the first
place, do you see your risen Saviour, the beloved Son of God?
If we see Christ before COVID, our perspective on today and
tomorrow changes for the brighter.

Christ, the co-Creator of all things

Precisely who is this Son of God who is before all things? The
Holy Spirit describes him in three distinct ways in Colossians
1. In the first place, with God the Father, he is the co-Creator of
all things, both visible and invisible (v. 16). That means he has
infinite capacity and power.

To the naked human eye, the coronavirus spreads invisibly.
This generates fear for many people. Is the virus on a doorknob
that I touched? Is it floating somewhere in the air that| am about
to breathe? Who knows? Yet whether something is as large and
visible as an elephant or as little and invisible as the corona-
virus, this co-Creator stands before it all and understands the
intricacies of it all. We need not fear.

At the same time, this microscopic virus is causing a myriad
of problems on a global scale. It affects supermarket prices,
supply chains, business planning, medical procedures, elderly
care, vacation plans, school organization, family relationships,
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office bearer work, and last but not least, worship services. Is
there any area of life that has not been touched by this virus?
Yet even if the consequences of COVID appear universal, in
fact, they are much smaller than the universe itself. Calculate
the size of our globe using the measuring stick of the Milky Way
and suddenly even a global pandemic is not as big. COVID is
big; Christ, the co-Creator of the cosmos, is infinitely greater.
We need not be anxious.

Christ, the Ruler of all things

Yet what is powerful capacity if itis not coupled with purposeful
direction? Thankfully, all things were not only created through
the Son, but they are also held together by him (v. 17). A good
ruler has a clear plan. The Ruler of heaven governs everything,
including this pandemic, with cohesion and coherence, a trajec-
tory and a telos.

Coherent purpose is exactly what seems to be missing in
these days. No mere human knows where this is all going.
Second wave? Third wave? No more waves? Governments react
to new data and scramble to develop policies and financial
packages. Attimes one initiative ironically undermines the next
one. Where are we going with all of this? Earthly rulers do not
really know, and the honest ones are the first to admit it. But
the Ruler of the Universe does know. What seems chaotic to us
is all coherent to him. We can sleep well at night.

Christ, the Reconciler of all things

But what, specifically speaking, is the Son's goal? In a word, it
is reconciliation. The almighty Creator of all things is also the
merciful Reconciler of those same things - all of them. That is
the striking message of verse 20: “And through him to recon-
cile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross.” Obviously, he is not finished
his reunification work yet. Tension is still rampant and animosity
is all too common. Still, Christ is pursuing the reconciliation of
the entire cosmos with laser-like intent. As mysterious as it may
seem, COVID-19 is one divine step along that glory-focussed
path. We can be filled with hope.

Follow in his footsteps
In addition to being the almighty co-Creator, purposeful Ruler,
and cosmic Reconciler, Christis also our Good Shepherd. Where
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the shepherd walks, the sheep do well to follow. “For you were
straying like sheep but have now returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls” (1 Pet 2:25). So, are we, too, walking the
path that leads toward the reconciliation of all things?

After the initial shock of COVID, we slowly realized that, in all
likelihood, we would have to settle in for the longer haul. The
longer we need to endure, though, the more wedge-driving
issues seem to threaten the peace of Jerusalem. Here's a short
list. | know I'm missing some.

e |s worship via livestream legitimate worship?

e Do we have to obey all the regulations that
the governments set in place? What if my
conscience accuses me that some of these rules
and restrictions are dangerously foolish or even
based on false information? Where do we
draw the line and say, “Enough is enough”?

¢ Do we really have to wear masks
to worship our God?

e Since COVID-19 spreads in sly ways, is singing
still an integral part of worship or is it now
a threat to my fellow believers’ health?

e Do we putour children back in the
classroom or keep them home?

Let's be honest, different saints are coming to different
answers on these topics, and we are not always being so patient
and kind with each other as we do so.

The issues are often as complex as the opinions are strong. Itis
really no surprise that multifaceted problems lead to less than
consistent solutions, also within the household of God. But step
back for a moment. Where are we going with all this? Following
the Reconciling Shepherd to the green pasture of eternal peace
or wandering off into the desert of increasing animosity?

Christis before COVID. He is also after COVID. He is pre-emi-
nent over COVID (Col 1:18).

Let us, then, also look to him before and after and over any
and allissues related to COVID. Christ is working toward cosmic
reconciliation. What about you? Take a COVID issue, any COVID
issue, and see what you can do to build consensus in the church.
That is the direction in which our Shepherd is going. Come, let’s
follow him.
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MATTHEW 13:15

TREASURES
NEW & OLD

The Ideal Deliverer

"So the land had rest forty years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.” (Judges 3:11)

thniel, the first judge, was the ideal judge. He came

from the ideal family: he was the nephew of Caleb, who

with Joshua had spied out Canaan and been the only
one of their generation to survive the wilderness wanderings.
Othniel had the ideal marriage: he married Caleb’s daughter
Achsah, a faithful, resourceful woman of her generation (1:13-
15). His marriage to her stood in stark contrast to what his fellow
Israelites were doing - intermarrying with Canaanite women.
Othniel was also the ideal fighter: instead of cohabitating with
the Canaanites, he learned to wage holy war against them,
capturing Debir in southern Judah (1:13). And lastly, Othniel was
from the ideal tribe, Judah, the tribe singled out for leadership
in the opening two verses of the book. So Othniel is the ideal
man, with the ideal background, experience, and connections.

And he was the judge who obeyed the Lorp fully. With the
Spirit of the LORD upon him, he judged Israel. He waged war
against and prevailed over Israel’s tyrannical enemy, Cushan-
rishathaim of Mesopotamia. Othniel trusted and obeyed, he
did what he was supposed to do.

Then the land had rest for forty years. The number forty is a
number of completeness in the Bible. A complete, yes, even
ideal, length of time. A time of rest from war, and therefore
attack, oppression, and affliction.

But then, Othniel died. His death brings into view a huge-
ly significant problem in the book of Judges. Rest can never
be permanent in a world where death has invaded. And the
mention of the death of a leader resounds throughout the book.
There will be no lasting deliverer for Israel. None of the judges
brought lasting peace for Israel.

Why focus your attention on this verse, then, in an issue on
Thanksgiving? Well, because this verse points up for us nothing
less than the gospell!

Verse 11 shows us the problem with every human leader of
God's church. However Spirit-empowered an office-bearer may
be, whether elder, deacon, or minister, he won't last forever.
And he is woefully unable to meet the needs of the flock. It's
easy for us to look to our leaders to satisfy our needs, to lead
us. But it is only the Lord who can do these things.
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Christ Jesus fits the profile of the perfect, the unfailing, the
unfading judge and Saviour of his people. Like Othniel, Jesus
was from the tribe of Judah. But unlike Othniel, Jesus was also
from God. And so he came as both Judge and Lord. He came as
one filled with the Spirit. And he came to save God's people not
merely from a city whose leader was a tyrant. He came to save
us from the prince of this world, the greatest tyrant of all, Satan.

And the way he saved us? Not apart from his death, but
precisely by his death! That's what was needed in order for the
idolatries of Israel and us to no longer be held against us. The
cross was where sin and self-worship as lords and masters of
the lives of God's people were crucified. Jesus came to be the
deliverer greater than any judge or king. And by his resurrec-
tion he has secured our rest, a rest we now enter into by faith
now, and by sight later.

And so we are pointed to look to the One who says to his
people, “l am the Living One; | was dead, and behold | am alive
for ever and ever!” (Rev 1:18). He's the deliverer we need. He's
the one in whom our thanksgiving finds its basis, and also its
fulness. Meditate upon your Saviour. Find your delight in him.
He is enough for you today and offers you the only rest that
will never end. [®

For Further Study

1. Have you ever placed your confidence more in what
man could do instead of what God has done?

2. Compare the length of the land's rest under
Othniel with the length of Israel’s enslavement
to Cushan-Rishathaim (3:8). What does this say
about the grace and kindness of the Lord?

3. How should the fact that Christ is the “Living One"
factor into your Thanksgiving celebrations?

Ryan Kampen Minister and missionary
Dunnville Canadian Reformed Church
Reformational Study Centre

South Africa

rjkampen@gmail.com
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CHURCH
NEWS

ELIGIBLE FOR CALL

Br. Daniel Shin has sustained
his Preparatory Examination
(according to Art. 4 C.O.) and
has been declared eligible

for call in the Canadian and
American Reformed Churches.

CALLACCEPTED

Candidate Kelvin Dekker
accepted the call extended to

him to serve as pastor for the Free
Reformed Church of West Albany.

Candidate Aidan Plug has
accepted the call extended to him
to serve as pastor by the Langley
Canadian Reformed Church.

Rev. Jonathan Chase of the Elora
Canadian Reformed Church

has accepted the call from the
Aldergrove Canadian Reformed
Church to serve as a second
missionary in Brazil.

CALL DECLINED

Rev. Ben Schoof of the Maranatha
Canadian Reformed Church

in Surrey, British Columbia has
declined the call extended to

him by the Houston Canadian
Reformed Church.

Rev. William Boekestein of
Immanuel Fellowship United
Reformed Church in Kalamazoo,
Michigan has declined the call
extended to him by the
Fellowship Church of Burlington.

Rev. Hendrik Alkema of the

Free Reformed Church of Albany,
Western Australia has declined
the calls extended to him by the
Trinity Canadian Reformed Church
of Glanbrook and Smithers
Canadian Reformed Church.

clarionmagazine.ca

PRESS

RELEASE

The Asia Mission Board (appointed by the Canadian Reformed
Churches of Cloverdale and Langley, BC), June 25, 2020

The Doctrine of the Covenant in the
Canadian Reformed Churches

t has come to the attention of the Asia Mission Board that there is controversy

in certain parts of the world about the Canadian Reformed Churches and their

approach to the doctrine of the covenant. The following accusations are being
levelled:

(a) The Canadian Reformed Churches teach a one covenant view as opposed to
a two or three covenant view;

(b) The Canadian Reformed Churches are legalistic;

(c) Dr.Klaas Schilder, afounder of the Canadian Reformed Churches, denies both
the covenant of redemption and the covenant of works, and by extension the
Canadian Reformed Churches defend and promote these denials;

(d) Dr.K.Schilder agrees with the teachings of Karl Barth on covenant;

(e) The book written by the Rev. Clarence Stam, The Covenant of Love, represents
the official and common view on matters of covenant in the Canadian Reformed
Churches.

Some preliminary remarks

For openers it needs to be understood that the Canadian Reformed Churches have
never formulated and adopted a series of statements or a specific theology of the
covenant. As churches, they confess that the Holy Scriptures are the inspired, infalli-
ble, and inerrant Word of God and that the creeds (Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed,
Athanasian Creed) and confessions (Belgic Confession, Heidelberg Catechism, and
Canons of Dort) are faithful summaries of the Word of God.

What this means is that, as churches, they adhere to whatever the Word of God
reveals and whatever doctrines and teachings that the creeds and confessions include
and summarize. The same adherence is expected of all ministers, elders, and deacons
inthe churches. Hence, what the Scripture and confession teach on such doctrines as
the Triune God, creation, fall, redemption, repentance, faith, justification, and all the
rest is to be faithfully taught and defended.

And that includes what is said about the covenant. The Scriptures of course say a
great deal about covenant, although this is neither the time nor the place to cite and
summarize it all. The creeds and confessions say far less. As a matter of fact, there are
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no direct references to covenant in the creeds and only a few
references in the confessions.

What the Heidelberg Catechism says in Lord's Day 27, Q&A
74 about the "old covenant” and the “new covenant” comes
to mind as the clearest and most direct statement; the word is
also used in Lord’s Days 25 (68), 29 (79), and 30 (82). As for the
Belgic Confession, there is a reference to it in Article 34. The
Canons mention it in Chapter 1, Article 17, and in Chapter 2,
Article 8, as well as in Rejection of Errors Chapter 2 (2, 3, 4) and
5(1).In addition, itis also mentioned in the Forms of Profession
of Faith and the Lord’s Supper, with a more elaborate treatment
in the Form of Baptism.

The upshot of it all is that while the creeds and confessions
(as well as the forms) of the Canadian Reformed Churches refer
to the covenant, there is no detailed and worked-out article or
chapter on the doctrine of the covenant. For a fuller treatment,
one will have to turn to other and later confessional documents,
such as the Westminster Standards. One may regret this (and
attimes we do), but such is the reality.

Do the Canadian Reformed Churches

promote the one covenant view?

What all of this means is that there is no such thing as a care-
fully defined and agreed upon “Canadian Reformed view of
the covenant.” To say, as some people are saying, that “the
Canadian Reformed Churches hold to a one covenant view" is
simply not true. Within the Canadian Reformed Churches there
are members and ministers who hold to different views on the
covenant. Some favour one covenant. Some lean towards a
two covenant view (covenant of works or favour and covenant
of grace). Still others have embraced a three covenant view
(covenant of redemption, covenant of works/favour, covenant
of grace).

What this means too is that it is incorrect and an over-simplifi-
cation to assert that all who are members or office bearers in the
Canadian Reformed Churches are one covenant view upholders
and defenders. The implication is, then, that this must be the
official stand of these churches. To say it again, the Canadian
Reformed Churches have never gone beyond their confession-
al documents and adopted a particular view on the covenant.

Now, some will regard this as a deficiency and blemish. But
are they any different than other Reformed federations? The
Canadian Reformed Churches have two sister churches in North
America that also adhere to the Three Forms of Unity such as
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the Reformed Church in the USA and the United Reformed
Churches of North America. Have these two Reformed federa-
tions adopted either a one covenant view or a three covenant
view? The answer is “No!” they have not, and neither have most
other Reformed federations around the world.

The reality is that on certain doctrinal matters or interpreta-
tions the Canadian Reformed Churches and other Reformed
churches leave their members and officers free. They do
not bind beyond what they confess. They recognize that, as
on a number of other doctrinal matters, there are different
views/interpretations. At the same time, they have made no
particular attempt to canonize one particular view and raise it
to confessional status.

Are the Canadian Reformed

Churches legalistic?

Now, there are some who also say, “The consequence of the
Canadian Reformed Churches adopting a one covenant view
is that they are legalistic or neo-pharisees.” As such, these are
serious charges, but they are false. First, as mentioned above,
the Canadian Reformed Churches have never officially adopted
either a one, two, or three covenant view. The second is that they
ignore the fact that the Canadian Reformed Churches believe
strongly that salvation is by grace alone and categorically reject
legalism in all of its forms. The third is that such statements are
being made without proof. We have heard the charge, but we
have not seen any evidence. If you are of this conviction, please
be so kind as to furnish us with the proof for such an accusation.

Naturally, this is not to say that there are no believers with
flaws in our churches. The Canadian Reformed federation is
composed of sinners. But that is not the point. The issue is
whether or not one can brand a whole federation of churches as
being legalistic or neo-pharisaic without giving any supporting
evidence for such a claim and judgment.

The role of Dr. Klaas Schilder

In the course of this discussion, one also comes across any
number of accusations hurled in the direction of Dr. Klaas
Schilder. Space, however, does not permit us to give an accur-
ate and complete profile of this formidable church man. For
something like that we would direct our readers to one of the
pioneers of the United Reformed Churches, the Rev. H. Vander

clarionmagazine.ca



Kam, who wrote a book on Schilder in 1996 entitled, Schilder:
Preserver of the Faith (New York: Vantage Press).

Now, itis true that Klaas Schilder is an esteemed figure in the
history of the Canadian Reformed Churches. He was a theolo-
gian/professorinthe Reformed Churchesin The Netherlands and
later in the Reformed Churches in The Netherlands (Liberated).
He also played a pivotal role in the Liberation of 1944. Seeing
that the Canadian Reformed Churches emerged out of the
immigrants from the Reformed Churches in The Netherlands,
he is also viewed by some to be the founder of the Canadian
Reformed Churches and one of its leading theological voices.

With regard to these last assertions, some qualifications need
to be made. As important as K. Schilder was in the Liberation
and as esteemed as he may be in the history of the Canadian
Reformed Churches, he is not its founder. One should not exag-
gerate his role or single him out as if he were the only leading
figure. In the first place, there were other ministers and profes-
sors who also played important roles in the Liberation of 1944.
In the second place, itis hard to establish the extent of Schilder's
influence. This is due to the fact that his published works, even
in Dutch, do not make for easy reading. As for his translated
works in English, they are few, and the translations often do
not convey the exact nuances of Schilder’s theological thinking
and literary style.

As for the influence of Schilder on the Canadian Reformed
Churches specifically, that too is hard to gauge. Most of the
younger ministers in the federation do not read Dutch. All of
their information about Schilder is second hand. The same
applies to most English theologians who criticize him. Most of
them are relying on second-hand sources because they are not
able to read Dutch, much less make sense of Schilder’s often
convoluted way of writing.

When it comes to Schilder’s view on the covenant, there is
also a lot of confusion. Part of the reason for this is that Schilder
never wrote a systematic treatment on the covenant. Most of
his comments on this subject need to be gleaned from here
and there.

As for whether he promoted a one covenant view, it has to
be said that he allowed for the idea of one covenant, but then
it was that of one covenant with different phases. On the one
hand, Schilder defended the fact that God’s covenant dealings
form a unity. Just as there is one faith, one baptism, one Lord,
so there is one covenant. And yet, on the other hand, within
that one covenant there is also an element of diversity. What
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happened before the Fall with Adam is to be distinguished
from what happened after the Fall with Christ.

As for whether he denied the covenant of redemption
(pactum salutis), such a denial is not supported by the evidence.
Schilder loved to speak about the decrees of God and espe-
cially the interaction between the three Persons of the Triune
God in relation to our salvation.

As for the covenant of works, here one of his main problems
had to do with the word “works,” as if Adam could somehow
work or merit his own salvation. The result is that he often
refers to “the so-called covenant of works.” So, did he deny a
pre-fall covenant? No, as S. A. Strauss states in his dissertation
on Schilder and the covenant, "he retained the phrase ‘coven-
ant of works.”

(For more insight into the view of Schilder on covenant,
please read, S. A. Strauss, Alles of Niks: K. Schilder Oor die
Verbond [Bloemfontein, South Africa: Patmos, 1986 - forthcom-
ing in English]. Also S. A. Strauss, “Schilder on the Covenant”
in Always Obedient, edited by J. Geertsema [Phillipsburg: P&R
Publishing, 1995].)

Schilder and Barth

Among the strangest accusations directed at Schilder is that he
was somehow in step with Karl Barth, the Swiss neo-orthodox
theologian, on the matter of the covenant. Again, nothing could
be further from the truth. As a matter of fact, Schilder was one
of the first theologians to see through Barth'’s dialectical theol-
ogy and pinpoint its heretical nature, especially its wrong view
on truth. In his dissertation on “paradox” and in his magazine
columns, he exposed the flaws in Barth's views on a regular
basis and left no doubt that he considered much of what Barth
said to be heretical.

Stam and covenant
Finally, there is also the fact that a Canadian Reformed minister,
the late Rev. Klaas (Clarence) Stam, wrote a book on the coven-
ant called The Covenant of Love. In this book he passes along a
number of insights that he gleaned from Schilder. He combined
them with any number of his own thoughts such as his prefer-
ence for the term “the covenant of love.” In addition, it should
be noted that Stam, while not denying the existence of a pre-fall
covenant, joins Schilder in notliking the term “covenant of works.”
So, can itthen be said that Stam reflects the current thinking
in the Canadian Reformed Churches on the matter of covenant?
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Again, that is hard to determine and even doubtful. There
have been no polls or studies done to determine exactly what
the covenant theology of the majority of Canadian Reformed
ministers looks like. To what extent do they agree with Stam or
what Stam writes about Schilder is not known. What is known is
that any number of ministers have also been influenced by the
writings of Herman Bavinck, Louis Berkhof, and Geerhardus J.
Vos, as well as others. What is also known is that some do not
agree with Schilder’s one covenant view and its different phas-
es, developments, or dispensations. In our midst we have one
covenant men, two covenant men, and three covenant men, but
we give them the freedom to express their views.

The covenant in discussion

It may also be of some benefit for the readers of this document
to know that the doctrine of the covenant has received special
attention in the unity talks between the Canadian Reformed
Churches and the United Reformed Churches of North America.
Ahighlight of these talks was a public symposium on that topic
held in California a number of years ago. An extensive report
of that symposium, including questions asked and answers

given, can be found in the book, The Bond of the Covenant
Within the Boundaries of the Confession, edited by John A.
Bouwers and Theodore G. Van Raalte (St. Catharines: Church
Unity Publications, 2015).

Most of those who attended this symposium came away
with the conviction that whatever nuances there are in the
presentation in the doctrine of the covenant, there is heart-
felt agreement between the Canadian Reformed and United
Reformed Churches on the truth of the gospel: salvation is by
grace; legalism is out; a Spirit-enabled life of sanctification and
obedience is out of thankfulness and is not done to merit salva-
tion in any way.

In conclusion

We hope that this short article has clarified a number of matters
currently being discussed in certain circles overseas. May the
Lord continue to bless all those who seek to be involved in
Christ's church gathering work and keep them faithful to his
Word and what the Reformed/Presbyterian churches confess
and uphold in their confessions.

A Tale of Two Buildings —

The Hagia Sophia and the Free Church Manse

Christians everywhere should be concerned about

Hagia Sofia’s conversion to a mosque

n a significant and shocking moment for Muslim-Christian
I relations, Turkey's President Erdogan has announced that
the Hagia Sophia, the beautiful and grand former cath-
edral, is to be turned into a mosque - again.
The first church on the site was founded in AD 360, with the
present building dating back to the sixth century, and was the
centre of the Eastern Orthodox Church for over 1,100 years -

until Mehmed Il conquered Constantinople in 1453. From then
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until Ataturk in the twentieth century, it was a mosque but for
the past eighty-five years it has been a museum and is currently
a designated UNESCO World Heritage site.

But with President Erdogan wanting to appeal to his base
at a time of waning popularity, he is now going to turn it into
a mosque again - much to the dismay of Christians, not only
in Turkey but throughout the Middle East.
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Christians in the Middle East

The continued persecution of Christians in the Middle East is one
of the great underreported stories of the twenty-first century. The
Assyrians, for example, have shrunk from 1.3 million in Iraqg to
less than 250,000. They have scattered over the world. There are
around 40,000 Assyrians in Sydney - one of whom is my barber! In
Turkey, Christians are systematically persecuted. Foreign church
workers are arrested and expelled; evangelical churches are
regularly attacked by extremists. To even suggest that the killing

clarionmagazine:ica

of over one million Armenians by the Turks in 1914-1923 was

genocide will result in you going to jail. | recall in 2007 being

in Ephesus just after three Christian leaders had been brutally
tortured and killed - the fear amongst the Christians was palpable.

| suspect that turning the Hagia Sofia into a mosque will
only make things worse, as it will encourage the more radical
Islamists to fulfil their dream of a society where Sharia law is
fully enacted, and the Christians and secularists are removed.
Another Hagia Sophia in Nicaea, where the Second Council
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of Nicaea was held in 787, has already been turned into a
mosque. Itis a concerning development which raises a number
of questions.

Turkey has, like China, signed the UN’s Declaration of Human
Rights, which, amongst other things, guarantees freedom of
worship, expression, and belief. Like China, it appears that its
signature is meaningless.

Lack of freedom

Another area of concern is the problem of the lack of freedom
in many Islamic countries. In the West, Muslims are rightly free
to worship and build mosques - something | have defended in
the past and will defend again.

But what about the right of Christians to worship and build
churches in Muslim countries? What about the rights of Muslims
who wish to become Christians? Can they do so without incur-
ring punishment from the civil authorities? What most Western
liberals, brought up on a doctrine of religion
as a private, personal, spiritual matter, do not
get that Islam is not just a religion. It is a way
of life, politics, and government. There is no
separation of religion and state in Islam. All
belongs to Allah and must be governed in
submission to his law and those who follow
him. It's a coherent and consistent view.

When Muslims live in a country which is
not Islamic, they are to abide by the laws of
that country - but a religious Muslim will live
in the hope that the country and its laws will
eventually become Islamic. However, even in a “free” country like
the UK, where it is legal to change your religion, a Muslim runs
a great risk if they decide to become a Christian. | think of one
girl who became a Christian and had to be taken into a police
protection programme to save her from violence and abuse.

Back to Dundee

All of the above made me think of my former home - the Free
Church manse in Dundee. It's not exactly on the same level as
the Hagia Sophia and | suspect will never be declared a World
Heritage site, butitisimportantto me! | lived there for twenty-sev-
en years and recall with happiness every single room. Our
neighbours were Muslims. They were good neighbours and
we enjoyed sharing the same street as them. Over the years,
more and more homes in the street were occupied by Muslims.
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We need to
make the

most of every
opportunity

When we left, the Church decided to sell the manse. It was sold
to some of our Muslim neighbours. And | found myself having a
reaction which surprised me. | was and am deeply disappointed
that this has happened. Some reading this will immediately and
unthinkingly suggest that this is because of ingrained racism, an
accusation | utterly reject - unless you are prepared, in that smug
way that Western liberals have, to regard Islam as a race, not as
areligion. | could not care less about the skin colour or ethnicity
of whoever bought the house. But religion is a different matter.

Why? | used to sit in my study in the early morning, read-
ing my Bible, singing psalms, and praying. Through the wall
| could hear the Islamic call to prayer. | admired the devotion,
but not the content - I've actually read the Koran. Our neigh-
bours builta “garage” in their garden - a garage which was really
a place of worship. They belonged to a particular Islamic sect
which had their own prophet, and when he came to visit, all the
followers of that group throughout Scotland would gather. Of
course, it was never designated as a place of
worship, but no councillor or authority would
ever dare question its use lest they face the
charge of Islamaphobia, which in today’s
political culture is career suicide! On the other
hand, if we had built a small church in our
back garden without a change-of-use permit,
| suspect we would have been ordered to tear
it down.

But it does disturb me that the rooms in
which we used to praise Jesus, show hospi-
tality to his people, and share the faith with
others, will now be used to promote a different religion - one
which is bound up in so much of the persecution of the Lord’s
people. Isitwrong for me to feel that sorrow? | loved my Muslim
neighbours and longed for the best for them - that they would
come to know Christ. They at least had a couple of Christian
neighbours to help with that. But | fear that as the street becomes
more and more Islamic, the opportunities for that kind of engage-
ment will disappear. Ghettoisation and a kind of cultural apartheid
is not helpful for evangelism, nor is it conducive for a liberal,
tolerant society.

A secular friend told me about a gay couple in the North of
England who owned their own home. They were happy to see
that it was a multi-ethnic and diverse community. But over the
years that changed, until eventually they were the only non-Mus-
lim couple left in their area. They were later approached and
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asked if they would sell their house. They refused because they
loved where they were, but they then experienced a degree of
abuse and threats which caused them to call in the local coun-
cillor. To their shock, he told them that they should move as the
area “now belongsto us and different standards apply!” It was a
vastly different experience from our own.

A bigger issue
There is a biggerissue here. | have no problem with there being
different religions within a pluralistic and tolerant society. But
what if that religion itself is opposed to pluralism and tolerance,
which l argue Islam is, and seeks to impose its own Sharia law?
Is it even wrong to ask that question? Of course, we should
recognise that there are many differences within Islam, but it
nonetheless remains the case that Islamic teaching about law,
religion, and state is diametrically opposed to the Western liber-
al view (stemming from Christianity) of pluralism, tolerance, and
freedom of religion.

Douglas Murray, in his insightful book The Strange Death of
Europe, warns us that there is a real danger of Europe losing its

i
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Christian roots, values, and freedoms, something which he as
a gay atheist deplores. | fear that the conversion of the Hagia
Sophiainto a mosque is a sign of more troublesome times ahead.

| once had Muslim neighbours; | no longer do. They once
had Christian neighbours; they no longer do. All of this should
remind Christians that we need to work while it is day, because
the night comes when no-one can work. We need to make the
most of every opportunity to tell of Christ, because the days are
evil. Letus love our enemies and pray for those who oppose and
despitefully use us. Let us care for the refugee, whatever their
religion, but let us never forget the God whose Word is truth,
whose Son is life, and whose Spirit brings hope. Jesus Christ is
the same, yesterday, today, and forever.

David Robertson
Director of Third Space
Sydney, Australia
Former Moderator

Free Church of Scotland

Blogger at theweeflea.com




Lydia Schulenberg

Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Vineyard Canadian Reformed
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hen the Vineyard church was first instituted back in

1970, we were members of the Canadian Reformed

Church at Smithville. This church was growing
tremendously, and something had to be done. Thus, some
congregants agreed that Lincoln was a great place to start a
new congregation. We began on August 16, 1970 with a small
group ... thirty-nine families and four singles.

The congregation grew steadily in the following years.
Membership rose to over 500. Soon crowding became a
problem.The solution? Start another church. On December 31,
1990, several families left the Vineyard church and began a new
congregation (Spring Creek Canadian Reformed Church), which
presently meets on Spring Creek Road in Vineland. A second

"baby” was born when the neighbouring church of Smithville
(also suffering from overcrowding) met together with some
of the Vineyard congregants to begin a new church, this time
west-ward. Thus, the Covenant Canadian Reformed Church in
Grassie was established.

As we reflect on the fifty years here in this community, we
see the Lord’s hand in preserving the congregation here in this
place. For this reason, a history book, “Out of Many Berries,” has
been published depicting major events in the life of our church.
To honour this event, we had a two day celebration on Saturday,
August 15 and Sunday, August 16, 2020.

Beamsville, Saturday, August 15, 2020
At around five o'clock pm, about seventy people had assem-
bled in the front of the church on John Street, Beamsuville.
Among them, federal Member of Parliament, Dean Allison, the
Legislative Assistant (Mike Zwiep) to MPP Sam Oosterhoff, and
our mayor, Sandra Easton. As the founding members: Harry and
Cisca Devries, Bert and Tiny Mans, Eric and Grace Stieva, and
Wayne and Helen VanSydenborgh.

After some picture taking of the founding members, the rest of
the attendees were invited forward by the MC, Lydia Schulenberg.

Our pastor, Rev. D. Wynia, opened with the reading of a
Scripture passage that emphasized the importance of roots,
which provide nourishment and stabilization in the life of people
and of the church itself (also with a side reference to the tree
to be planted). The community representatives addressed the
attendees with congratulations of having reached this milestone.
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They emphasized the importance of the position churches and
their members take up in society. They wished the congregation
blessings for the years ahead also in the support they gave in
many opportunities in society as a whole.

Then followed the physical tree-planting, which had been
prepared beforehand to minimize the physical strain of the
founding members. Pictures were taken again, and, after a
good job done, refreshments and ice cream were available
for all present.

Sunday, August 16, 2020

The actual day of celebration.

In the morning Rev. D. Wynia preached from Eph. 3:14-21,
which points out Paul’s prayer for the church, that Christ may
dwell in our hearts, that we may be grounded and rooted in
love to him and one another.

Inthe afternoon, our former pastor, Rev. G. Wieske, preached
from Malachi 1:1-5, where the Lord shows his love for his people
despite the actions of the world around. In the end they will
say: “Great is the Lord!”

After both services there was opportunity to view a picture
gallery about the past fifty years of Lincoln church. Coffee, ice
cream, gebak, and drinks were available to all, while interacting
socially outside.

It is our prayer that our Heavenly Father will continue
to bless the Vineyard Canadian Reformed Church here in
Lincoln, and that she will be able to, in the future, celebrate a
100-year anniversary.
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YOU ASKED

IS THERE SOMETHING YOU’VE BEEN WANTING TO KNOW? An answer you’ve been looking for? Ask us a question!
Please direct questions to Rev. W. den Hollander, denhollanderw@gmail.com 23 Kinsman Dr. Binbrook, ON LOR 1C0

Confessing Sola Scriptura
what about the clarity
of Scripture and its many

interpretations?

What is the scriptural basis and understanding of Sola Scriptura? With the near infinite
number of interpretations, how can we reconcile this with the clarity (perspicuity) of
Scripture? Does it follow from Sola Scriptura that every individual is ultimately
responsible for interpreting the Scriptures themselves?

The Holy Scriptures are our supreme and only rule of faith and
life. They determine our faith and command our obedience.
Hence, we test our beliefs and practices by the Holy Scriptures.

The clarity or perspicuity of Scripture is testified first of all
by the Scriptures themselves. Psalm 119:105 says, “You word
is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Proverbs 6:23 says,

We receive the Bible “not as the word of man, but as whatitreal- “Forthe commandmentis alamp and the teaching a light.” With

ly is, the word of God” (1 Thess 2:13). As we confess in Belgic
Confession Article 5, “We receive all these books, and these only,
as holy and canonical, for the regulation, foundation, and confirm-
ation of ourfaith” (2 Tim 3:16, 17; Rom 15:4). Scripture is the guide

we keep before us always (James 1:22-25), the rule by which we

work (Gal 6:16), by which a young man keeps his way pure (Ps

119:9). Itis the fire that makes us burn for God inside (Luke 24:32),
the sword with which we fight (Eph 6:17), etc. As John Calvin put
it, “No other word is to be held as the Word of God, and given

the place as such in the church, than what is contained first in

the Law and the Prophets, then in the writings of the apostles;

and the only authorized way of teaching in the church is by the

prescription and standard of his Word” (Institutes, 4.8.8; Luke

24:44; BC Art 7). Indeed, the Bible alone - Sola Scriptura - is the

fountain for all authoritative teaching and tradition!
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Christ's coming into the world, this light became even more
abundantly clear(Isa 9:2; Matt 4:13-17), and the Lord Jesus testi-
fied of himself, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). In John
8:31 Jesus also says, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” Peter also compares “the word of prophecy” to “a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star
rises in your hearts” (2 Pet 1:19). This, therefore, we must believe
and confess first of all concerning the clarity of Scripture.

The Scriptures also show us that not all things are equally clear,
as Peter shows in 2 Peter 3:16, when saying about the apostle Paul
who “wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does
in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There
are some things in them that are hard to understand....” Though
by nature we are blind and unable to understand all things clearly,
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the Bible is clear. Those who have the Spirit of God dwelling in

them “have the mind of Christ,” and as believers, they are able

to understand the Scriptures (1 Cor 2:14-3:3). The veil has been

lifted from their hearts, and by the Spirit they behold the glory of
Christ and are transformed into his likeness (2 Cor 3:14-18). The

principle of interpretation is known as the “analogy of Scripture.”
If the great doctrines of the Bible are clearly taught in some texts,
then it follows that darker or less clear passages in the Bible can

be properly interpreted by the clearer texts. Scripture itself is

the interpreter of Scripture! Cross-reference, however, must be

used carefully and with an awareness of context, giving priority

to references in the same book, then the same author, and then

the same part of the Bible, before bringing in cross-references

from distant Scriptures.

Thus, God’'s Word calls for teachers gifted by the Spirit,
ordained as ministers of the Word in the church, diligent in their
study of the Word, and faithful in proclaiming it. Such men are
the gifts of the ascended Christ to build up his body (Eph 4:11-
13). The Bible, however, is the treasure of the whole family of
God. It is God's will that all his people, young and old, small

and great, hear and read his Word (Deut 31:10-13; 2 Kgs 23:2;
2 Chron 34:30; Neh 8:1-8, 18). Enlightened by the Holy Spirit,
who inspired these Scriptures, the hearers and readers of God's
Word receive the treasures with anticipation (Ps 119:18), assured
that the simple and humble will be able to understand them
and make its truths their own. They don't receive these truths as
results of their own interpretation but as the revelation of God's
Holy Spiritthat is clear enough for children to learn, understand,
and personally appropriate. This they can do because the Word
of God is clear.

William den Hollander

Minister emeritus of the Bethel Canadian
Reformed Church at Toronto, Ontario
denhollanderw@gmail.com

ASK A QUESTION

Is there something you've been wanting to know?

An answer you've been looking for? Send us your

most thought provoking questions to explore

in our You Asked column.

Please send questions to William den Hollander, Minister emeritus
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church, Toronto, Ontario

23 Kinsman Drive, Binbrook, ON LOR 1CO | denhollanderw@gmail.com
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CANTICLE

An Acrostic

(H-N)
n | | | 4 | 4 | |
V1 I —] I | | ! | — — |
- | —— |
2 a —
z —— & |
¢J ! |
8. How I do prom-ise to o-bey your words! Heart-felt is my en-treat-y for your fa-vour.
n | 4 | | |
V1 — — — | | I .
L J . I P I < ] |-
S - — . =:
Hav-ing con-sid-ered all your prom-is-es Has-ten will I to keep all your com-mand-ments.
h ' | | ' ' | | ' '
- I P— — | —— . I — | | . I |
—— - | I — ] | ! | |
| 4
| & —
Heark-en, O Lord, when I a-rise at night Hap -py to join in prayer with those who fear you.
9. Infaithfulness you dealt so well with me. 12. Lord, fixed in heaven is your faithful word.
Instruct me in your knowledge all-surpassing. Long as the earth endures it stands forever.
| went astray before you punished me. Lest | should perish you've shown me your truth.
It was to teach me, that | was afflicted. Life-giving are your precepts and commandments.
Is not your law worth more to me than gold? Lend me your aid for | belong to you.
Indeed, | value it beyond all measure. Limitless are your laws and all your teaching.
10. Justas your hands have made and fashioned me 13. My greatest love is for your perfect law.
Join to my knowledge love for righteous living. More wisdom have | than all of my teachers.
Joy is for those who walk in godly ways. Methodic'lly | keep your flawless word.
Judge all the insolent who wronged your servant. Made wise by you | shun all that is evil.
Journey with me for | do love your word. Mindful of how your words are sweet to me
Jealously keep me close to you forever. Morning till ev'ning | will be your student.
11.  Keenly my soul waits for your saving grace. 14. No lamp gives light like your pure radiant word.

Knowing your goodness, | trust you forever.

Keep close to me, heal all my bitter pain.

Kindle in me a love for all your statutes.

Knaves plot and scheme for my demise, my death.
Kind as you are, save me from wicked plotting.

Text: Psalm 119:57-112 Geneva, 1551
Vers.: George van Popta, 2020
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Never will | take back the oaths | promised
Nor will | speak against your chast'ning hand.
Now | will give my freewill gifts to praise you.
Notorious men may lay their snares for me
Nevertheless I'll serve my LORD forever.

Geneva, 1551
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With much joy and thankfulness to our Heavenly
Father, we announce the birth of our daughter,

MATILDA

Born on August 27, 2020
to Pieter & Tineke Agema
A little sister for Douwe,
Harriet, and Roelof.

Loving Shepherd, ever near, teach thy lambs thy voice to hear;
suffer not their steps to stray from the strait and narrow way.

Where thou leadest may they go, walking in thy steps below;
then before thy Father's throne, Saviour, claim them for thine own.

Hymn 56: 3,4 Book of Praise

Mailing Address: 545 Elora St. Fergus, ON N1M 1Z2

ANNIVERSARIES

He who dwells in the shelter of the
Most High will abide in the shadow
of the Almighty. I will say to the Lord,
"My refuge and my fortress, my God,
in whom I trust” — Psalm 91:1,2

With much thanks and praise to
our Heavenly Father we announce
the 60th Wedding Anniversary

of our dear parents —

God has been so gracious to
them and to us all! He has blessed
them with good health and many

grandchildren and great grandchildren.

We also celebrate the fact that God
has allowed Dad 35 years of preaching
the gospel! To Him be all the glory
and praise!

May our Heavenly Father continue
to bless and guide them.

Mailing Address:

304 Stone Church Road W
Hamilton, Ontario
L9B1A4

garrelt.wieske@gmail.com
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60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

GARRELT & TRUDI WIESKE

October 14, 1960 - 2020

Charlie & Janette Lodder
Tamsen & Greg Donker

Kyara, Eden, Kingston, Zion, Phoenix

Chantal & Aaron DeBoersap
Nixon, Zara, Indie

Jordan & Maggie Lodder
Raya, Jayden, Charlee, Eli

Kailee & Liam Heerema
Xyla, Avyn, Beau

Brendon & Madison Lodder
Ezrah, August

Taylor & Owen Sloots
Judah, Crew

Malachi Lodder & Ashley Stegenga

Bill & Joanna Wieske

Rob & Ashley Wieske
Ava, Vera, Noah, Londyn,
Brynlee, Olive

Landon & Kristen Wieske
Quinn, Rockland

Calvin & Breanne Wieske
Sophia, Lennox, Eloise

Kayla & Andrew Elgersma
Rhett

Tricia & Tyson Endeman

Matthew & Rachel Wieske

Gavin & Kristen Wieske
Marlie

Jack & Teresa Wieske

Courtney & Joel Hordyk
Beckett, Felix, Vivian, Ophelia

Alyssa & Steve Terpstra
Coco, Jack, Flora, Annie

Megan & Mark Neven
Louis

Amy & James Reinink
Clyde

Erin & Luke DeBoer

Micah

Luther

Tricia'16/04/1964

James & Leanne Moesker
Jesse & Ester Moesker
Lena
Derek & Kelly-lee Moesker
Nicoline, James, Annabelle
Danielle Moesker & Ronald Kamphuis
Joshua & Laura Moesker
Avana, Zahlia

Aaron & Madelyn Moesker
Katelyn
Gary & Cindy Wieske
Dustin & Kaitlin Wieske
Timothy, Robert, Benjamin
Jodi & Justin VandeRee
Hazel, Lincoln
Rodney & Jolien Wieske
Lucy
Luke & Nicole Wieske
Mason, Adam
Nadia
Caleb
Ken & Tamara Wieske
Chaim
Kyrie
Natalia
Micah
Asher
Zoé
Eric & Rhonda Jans
Nakieta
Tristan
Tiana & Daniel Jarian
Levi
Elijah
Elle
Kaia

Steve & Roslyn Onland
Ayden Onland & Justin Van Egmond
Ethan
Jonah
Denia
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We acknowledge God's
goodness in blessing
us all in their 60 years
of marriage.

1960 - October 15 — 2020
London — Toronto - Grimsby

Mailing Address:
317 — 275 Main Street East
Grimsby, ON L3M 5N8

ajdieleman8@gmail.com

clarionmagazine.ca

Richmond Hill

Richmond Hill
Ancaster
Dunnville

Dunnwville

Georgetown

Hamilton
London

60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
ADRIAN & JOANNE DIELEMAN

Joanne Kok
Dina & Josh Roodzant; Hailey, Kristopher, Lauren

Nathan & Luanne Kok; Tyler, Isaac, Avaree, Darrell,
Weston, Jaymin

Alisha & Ryan Hordyk; Audrey, Lincoln, Maggie
Matthew Kok & Monica Gomez Palou
David & Chevon Kok; Nathaniel

Deny Dieleman

Adrian & Karen Dieleman

Peter & Valerie Dieleman
Janessa
Adrian & Bria Dieleman; Rylan, Adrian
Cameron & Jennah Dieleman; Charlie (1), Ronan
Josiah & Melanie Dieleman
Benjamin & Jessica Dieleman; Thatcher, Oden
Brandon, Curtis

Paul Dieleman

Albert & Miranda Dieleman
Dean & Erin Dieleman; Elijah
Arie & Rebekah Dieleman
Katelyn, Joel

Jack Dieleman

Sam & Wendy Dieleman
Hannah, Jude, Jeremiah, Timoteo
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IN LOVING MEMORY

JANTINA (TINA) GEZINA BULTHUIS ez ren srinie)

FEBRUARY 23, 1936 (Hardenberg, Overijssel) — AUGUST 20, 2020 (Yarrow, BC)
AT THE AGE OF 84 YEARS.

“All the paths of the Lord are steadfast
love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and
his testimonies.” Psalm 25:10

In His perfect time our Heavenly
Father called home his daughter,

Her earthly sojourn
now completed,
she rests in the joy
that her LORD has promised
to all those who love Him
She will be deeply missed and
lovingly remembered
by her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

Predeceased by her husband
Kornelis Jan Bulthuis in 2005.

Mailing Address:
42417 Yale Rd W
Chilliwack, BC
V2R 434

Yarrow, BC:
Rosedale, BC:

Yarrow, BC:

Chilliwack, BC:
Yarrow, BC:

Langley, BC:
Kitchener, ON:
Langley, BC:
Charlottetown, PEIL:
Chilliwack, BC:
Langley, BC:
Langley, BC:
Smithers, BC:
Langley, BC:

Houston, BC:
Abbotsford, BC:
Chilliwack, BC:
Houston, BC:

S

Glenda and Peter Bysterveld

Yvonne and Tom Schouten, Dylan, Cohen,
Rylee, Kade, Beckham
Kevin Bysterveld
Ryan and Rachelle Bysterveld, Kenzie, Lexi
Lauren and Matthew VanderHorst, Clayton, Linden
Nicole Bysterveld

Wilfred and Helen Bulthuis (nee Vanderpol)

Brendan Bulthuis

Karen and Derek Scheper, Desirae, Levi
Ashley and Nathan Zekveld, Haven
Derek and Rachel Bulthuis, Carly

Jodi Bulthuis and Grant Nienhuis

Ken and Pauline Bulthuis (nee VanDriel)

Cason and Michelle Bulthuis, Bexley
Kimberley and Bryan Groen, Rylan, Marcust
Evan and Corinna Bulthuis

Kelian Bulthuis

Quinton Bulthuis

Rhea and Darrin Supeér

Eric and Laura Supeér, Sydney
Dayna and Travis Meints, Avery
Joel Super

Amy Super

CORNELIS (CASEY) BARENDREGT

MARCH 17, 1939 — AUGUST 28, 2020

AT THE AGE OF 81
“For I know that my Redeemer lives... and in my flesh I shall see God" Job 19:25 & 27

After slowly declining in health for years, our Lord has taken to Himself our dearly loved husband, father, grandfather and
great-grandfather. He will be greatly missed by his wife of 58 years: Ineke (nee Dykstra) of Smithers BC., and their children:

Smithers, BC
Telkwa, BC
Smithers, BC
Telkwa, BC
Smithers, BC
Barrhead, AB
Yarrow, BC
Smithers, BC

Leo & Jackie Barendregt

Keith & Kathy Barendregt

Karen & Tony Groen

Lorinda & Will Verhelst

Cynthia & Stephen Onderwater
Mark & Natasha Foxx-Barendregt
Janina & John Jongs

Elizabeth & Gerry Devries

Telkwa, BC Emily & Brian Berends
Chilliwack, BC Marya & Nick Torenvliet
Barrhead, AB Dirk & Tania Barendregt

Edmonton, AB
Smithers, BC

Robert & Sierra Barendregt
Arthur & Chrisandra Barendregt
And 62 grandchildren and

26 great-grandchildren, who all
brought him much joy.

He is predeceased by his parents Dirk & Janke Barendregt (Mostert), and sisters HennieVanbarneveld and Corrie Vanderlinde, as
well as brothers August, Piet, Dick and Nick. Survived by his brothers Chis and Andrew, and sisters Jane Petter and Hilda Devos.

Mailing Address: PO Box 1051, Smithers, BC V0J 2NO
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I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Psalm 121: 1, 2

ELLY OLIJ BRANDS
September 30, 1929 - August 1, 2020

In his wisdom and at his appointed time,
our gracious God and Father called home, in her 91st year,
our mother, Oma and Oma Oma

Predeceased by her first husband, Rev. Cornelis Oljj,
and her second husband, Gerrit Brands

Remembered with love by:
Hamilton, Ontario: Annette Oly
Brampton Ontario: Peter and Elaine Olij
Laura and Tim Ubbens; Chloe,
Meghan, Sophie
Neil and Jillian; Harley
Alex and Kathryn; Izzy
Belinda

Harold and Joyce Olij
Sabrina, David, Hannah, Joe,
Carolyn, Adam

Aart and Kate Olij

Jordan, Ontario:

Brampton, Ontario:

Mailing Address: 47 Cyprus Drive, Hamilton, Ontario L9A 5J2

God’s Glorious
GODness

E
& REVISITING TH
¢ CANONS OF DORT

Revisiting the
Canons of Dort

By C. Bouwman

i

s o

HERITAGE

NOW AVAILABLE AT

www.heritageresources.ca
Carman, Manitoba Ph (204)745-3094

A Caring, Christian Environment

CHRISTIAN NURSING HOME

For more information and resident application
please contact us at 905.335.3636

www.mountnemochristiannh.on.ca
4486 Guelph Line, Burlington, Ontario

Investment

] . Financial Planning Professionals
Planning Counsel

*RR.S.Ps/RR.IFs/GIC.s
* Mutual Funds / Term Deposits

* Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness,
Long-Term Care, Group)

* Residential Mortgages
* Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs)
* Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs)

* Tax Free Savings Accounts

Roland Van Andel
EPC

« Financial / Estate / Succession Planning
* Retiring Allowances / Severances

* Health Plans and Travel Insurance

Derek J. Lanting
CFP, CPCA

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario L9H 6P3

Phone: 905-628-9666 * Fax: 905-628-1035 ¢ Toll Free: 1-866-856-5910
Email: rvanandel@ipcc.org * derek.lanting@ipcc.org

MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

clarionmagazine.ca
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FOUNDATION

Will up to date?

Need to make a will?
Harvest Foundation...we can help!

Contact our Executive Director for assistance with...
Providing for the dependants God entrusts to you
Stewarding your material resources
Blessing charities you care about

Tax effective estate planning

Many families & individuals have gained
peace of mind through the services we provide. Why not you?
For more information: info@harvestfoundation.ca | 289.309.1466

ASGhc
15 pressed

OUT OF

M
Berrﬁe%y

NOW AVAILABLE

A comprehensive and pictorial overview
of the 50 year history of the Vineyard
Canadian Reformed Church at Lincoln.

Proceeds towards the Lincoln church
renovation project.

Please contact Lydia Schulenberg at
lydiaschulenberg@gmail.com to
place an order.

Book cost: $40

OCTOBER 2, 2020 clarionmagazine.ca



Serving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Langley

B E Al F Sn =iy

Jonathan Gelderman
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

& ¥ 2

jonathan@gelderman.ca

60427432S O L DA([Z653)

RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty Ge

AUDIT « TAX « ADVISORY

Our specialty?

Helping you excel at yours

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

DAVESAUTO

Dave and Maaike Buist

7109 Canborough Road, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W1

Phone: 905-774-3111

www.davesauto.ca

Watch the video at
AlltheDifference.ca

146 Mill Street North « Waterdown, Ontario « LOR 2HO
905.689.4852 « www.kitchingsteepeandludwig.com

clarionmagazine.ca

Operating since 1996

Connect with us:

Baker Tilly GWD (Guelph and Elora)
Bud Arnold - barnold@bakertilly.ca
Sam Okkema - saokkema@bakertilly.ca

Now, for tomorrow

@ bakertilly

TAKING TIME
'FORLOSS

Slowing down provides the space for loved ones to be

together, to focus on what has happened and consider

what to do about it. Taking that time together can make all

the difference.

.
by

e

KITCHING
STEEPE&LUDWIG

UNERAL HOME IMITED

FAITHLINK

FUNERAL CARE

OCTOBER 2,2020 | 553
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Peter Buitenwerf

Sales Representative

Direct: 905-973-3198
Email: peterb@royallepage.ca
Website: peterb.ca

Personal, Professional Service since 1987

Serving Smithville, Grimsby, Lincoln
and Dunnville area

ReformedBookServices #

FROMOTING GODLINESS, REVIVYAL & REFORMATION

A GREAT SELECTION OF CHRISTIAN BOOKS AT LOW PRICES
STORE HOURS: MON-WED 10-5 | THURS 10-9 | FR1 10-5 | SAT 10-3

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A, Brantford, ON N3R 8A3, Canada
Tel. 519.304.4709 » Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca Q@

The right team can
save you time,
money and stress!

Call us today for your own customized
home-buying solutions!

SECURE RIGHT FINANCING!

MORTGAGE
@ INTELLIGENCE

Brokerage #10428 HO: 877.667.5483

Jerry Bosscher, ave Sean Oostdyk
MORTGAGE BROKER REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY
jerrybosscher.ca folaw.ca
jerry.bosscher@migroup.ca info@folaw.ca
905.635.4269 905.681.7800

MARANATHA
HOMES

living independently in Christian community

Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington
near many amenities, is a place where Christian seniors
can enjoy independent living in community with others.

o  Reasonable rent rates at $892 per month
e Newly renovated units

e Award winning architechtural design

o  Well maintained building and grounds

e No condo fees or utility bills.

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attractive
and affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact:
Rosanne van der Woerd
109-3260 New Street, Burlington, ON L7N 3L4

905-681-0311

Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

A\ Faber & Oostdyk

LAWYERS
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Suttonr
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Nicole Werkman

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

nicolewerkman.com
nwerkman@sutton.com

866.630.8070

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc, Brokerage

clarionmagazine.ca
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Verne Stel g

info@vernestel.com

Office 604.857.1100
Call &04.866.0807
Toll Free 1.888.341.1100

26641 Fraser Hwy, Adergrove, BC VAW 311

visit WWW.COAH.ORG caLL 888-844-2624

PARTNERING WITH CHURCHES IN EASTERN EUROPE

TO BRING GLORY TO GOD THROUGH GOSPEL
PROCLAMATION AND PRACTICAL MINISTRY.

HOHAE GROUP

Serving Guelph,
Fergus & Area

Keith Vanleeuwen
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

(519) 835 5239
keithvan@homegrouprealty.ca

Emma Kuizenga
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
(519) 546 5498

emmak@homegrouprealty.ca

Hear what our clients have to say at

"ESCARPMENT

RF/M REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

John Van Andel, Sales Representative

109 Portia Drive
Ancaster, ON L9G OE8

Bus: 905.304.3303
gs?é%) Cell: 905.512.9321
= Fax: 905.574.1450

Email: jvanandel@cogeco.c

Not intended to solicit persons or properties currently under 3
*Based on closed transactions. Source: CREA, REMAX.

Serving Ancaster, Dundas, Hamilton and Surrounding Areas

clarionmagazine.ca

Serving the greater Burlington,
Hamilton and Niagara Region

¢JPC

Honest. Timely. Thorough.

JPC Chartered Professional Accountants offer a total tax and
accounting service with a specialization in privately owned
businesses. Thinking of when it's right to incorporate? Or how
you can income split? How to sell your business? Or how to
pass it on to your children tax efficiently? Or do you require
professionally prepared corporate or personal income tax
returns and financial statements? With a professional account-
ing designation and a Masters in Tax equivalent come explore
the opportunities for you and your business with us here at JPC.

JOEL D JAGT
(HONS) B. COMM, CPA, CGA,
PARTNER

Contact us to set up a free 1/2 hour strategic
| tax and accounting consultation

1(905) 870 0137 | joel@jpcprofessionals.ca
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