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LEAD ARTICLE

Ml Eric Kampen Minister

Wl Canadian Reformed Church
. Orangeville, Ontario

€ rev.e.kampen@gmail.com

Counting

COVID

dS

What were your thoughts when you saw the heading? Did it
cause you to wince, thinking that joy and COVID really do
not fit in the same sentence? Or, upon brief reflection, did the
heading, though a bit startling, make you think of a passage
such as “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials
of various kinds...” (James 1:2).

would hope that it was the latter. It is that angle that will be the focus of this
article. It merits reflection so that we may be strengthened in our faith as we

continue to experience the effects of the COVID virus, even if not directly,
but in the efforts made to contain it.
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Much of what
gives us joy in life
has been taken

away from us

James and Romans

To start, it will be helpful to quote the words of James in full.
We read, "Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produ-
ces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing” (James
1:2-4). Paul speaks in a similar way in Romans 5, “But we rejoice
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love
has been poured into our hearts through the holy Spirit who
has been given to us” (Rom 5:3-5).

Neither James nor Paul specify what trials or sufferings they
had in mind. We might be inclined to think of trials related to
our faith in the form of hostility and persecution. We need not
limit it to that. The LORD tested Abraham by letting him experi-
ence famine not long after he entered Canaan. He tested Old
Testament Israel in the wilderness by letting them hunger, to
see what was in their heart (Deut 8:3). In sum, all difficulties in
life can be seen as trials and suffering.

Difficulties due to COVID

When we think of our situation due to COVID, thankfully it is
not the case of having to face hunger or be in want of the vari-
ous necessities of life. We are also not faced with persecution
for our faith. The gospel can still be proclaimed. Our trials and
suffering are due to restrictions placed upon us by the civil
authorities as they seek to contain the spread of the virus. We
feel the impact mostly in our social interactions.

This past holiday season will have been rather bleak and
lonely compared to other years, when Christmas and New Year's
was the time for enjoying the company of family and friends. We
also feel the impact in terms of worship as, at best, only a part
of the congregation can gather for worship. In some parts of
the country, this may not have been possible at all. Beside not
being able to visit whenever we wish with whomever we wish,
and not being able to worship whenever and however we wish,
we can't go out for dinner or a coffee with others whenever we
wish or go on holidays whenever and wherever we wish. Plus,
we are expected to wear masks and practice social distancing.
Our daily needs may be provided for, but our lifestyles have
become rather cramped, as basic freedom of movement, so
long taken for granted, has been greatly curtailed. You could
say that we can do our work, but much of what gives us joy in life
has been taken away from us. Except for those who have caught
the virus and therefore suffer physically, or those who have had
loved ones die of the virus, this is how we suffer through the
pandemic. Not being able to do whatever and go wherever,
that is our trial.

Where’s the joy in this?

Just reading through a description of our trials and sufferings
may cause a bit of a twinge as to the severity of our trials and
sufferings. How does it compare to those who lived through two
world wars? How does it compare to those who lived through
the Barbarian invasion of the Roman Empire in the fifth century,
or who lived through regular Viking raiding parties? How does
it compare to those who face hunger and starvation, or to those
whose lives are threatened because they confess Jesus as
LorD? How does that compare to the two Canadians who have
languished in a Chinese prison for the past two years? We will
leave aside the comparison for now as, for many, if not most of
us, this is the most severe situation we have ever encountered.
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How can we speak of joy in these circumstances, when so much
of what gives us joy in life has been taken away?

We see it when we consider how a time like this is an oppor-
tunity to do some spiritual soul searching as to the health of
our faith. Trials and sufferings are time to ask what we believe
and how much our faith has been absorbed into our whole
manner of life.

This is an opportunity
to do some spiritual

soul searching

We can do that by looking at our lives in terms of the words
of LorD’s Day 1, words learned since a young age, where we
speak about our only comfort. That comfort, we confess, is that
we belong, with body and soul, both in life and death, to our
faithful Saviour Jesus Christ. We confess this is my only comfort
because Jesus has paid for my sins and delivered me from
the power of the devil. He preserves me so that without the
Father's will not a hair can fall from my head. He assures me
by his Holy Spirit of eternal life and makes me heartily willing
from now on to live for him. In these words, we find an echo of
what David says, for example, in Psalm 4:7, that the LORD has
put more joy in his heart than when wine and grain abound. We
can also think of the words of Habakkuk, who said that though
the fig tree should not blossom nor there be fruit on the vines,
and the fields yield no food, he would find his joy in the God
of his salvation (Hab 3:17-18). Or we think of Paul telling the
Philippians that he counted everything as worthless because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus as LOrD (Phil 3:8).

Self-examination
When we take these words about our only comfort and true joy,
that of being children of God in Jesus Christ, and now look at
ourselves, what are we learning throughout this COVID situation
about our faith? Have the restrictions placed upon us to contain
the virus flushed out that perhaps we thought too much that our
life consisted in the abundance of our interaction with others
and the abundance of opportunities to do whatever and go
wherever, whenever we wished? Was our comfort and joy in life
tied to having our winter break, our spring break, or our summer
break? Was our comfort and joy tied to seeing everyone we
used to see? This is not to deny that on a human level, all these
things have their place and value. We are talking now about
ultimate value. What is it that we absolutely cannot do without?
If the COVID pandemic helps us figure that out, we can rejoice.
We will realize that there is only one thing we can't do without,
and that is the LORD our God. We think of our confession that
our only comfort is that we belong to Jesus Christ. That's also
what led Paul to write as he did in Romans 8 about being more
than conquerors through him who loved us. Because of that, he
knew that nothing could separate him from the love of God in
Jesus Christ. That confidence has given believers throughout
the ages the strength to face harsh and cruel imprisonment,
finding joy in their relationship with the LorRD and knowing that
one day they would join him in glory. As our LoRD Jesus said
another time, they can kill the body, but they cannot kill the soul
(Matt 10:28). We are not even close to a situation like that, but it
is good to be reminded of such situations to give us perspective
and to let the situation we find ourselves in build us up in the
hope of the life to come.

Purified and strengthened faith

When we reflect on the COVID situation, we should ask
ourselves if the lesson about our only comfort, our only joy,
has sunk in enough. If it has, it might keep us from just pray-
ing for a return to life as it was before. After all, that would just
put us back to seeking our joy in the things of the earth and
overlooking our true joy and comfort. If COVID has forced us
to reevaluate our lives and realize our only comfort is that we
belong to our faithful Saviour and made us find that he truly is
our joy and our strength and all the other things are second-
ary, then we can count COVID as joy, for it has purified and
strengthened our faith.
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TREASURES NEW & OLD

MATTHEW 13:52

Blessed Are the Persecuted

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
Jfor theirs is the kingdom of God.” (MATTHEW 5:10)

he final beatitude which Jesus spoke is, in some ways,

the most difficult one to understand. How can happiness

result from persecution? Surely persecution is always
unpleasant and difficult.

It is important to understand what Jesus is saying here. He
gives a critical qualifier to those who are persecuted. People can
be persecuted for all kinds of reasons. Some might be perse-
cuted or mocked for championing a certain political cause, or for
being fanatical or unwise, or for having a difficult character. Such
people are not blessed because they are being persecuted.

Jesus is describing those who belong to the kingdom of God,
those who are true Christians, and therefore itis those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake who are blessed. The reason
forthe persecution needs to be “righteousness” in order for the
persecution to be a blessing and a sign of God's favour.

The only man who lived a perfectly righteous life is Jesus
Christ. And he endured much persecution and hatred as a result.
There were many people who hated him precisely because
he did what was right and good. They hated him because he
exposed their unrighteousness through his own righteous living.
His life was a bright light shining in this dark world.

Sinful man does not like his wicked deeds to be exposed
for the evil that they are. Righteous and holy living exposes
sinful living as dark. And light cannot mix with darkness. Living
as someone who is righteous is difficult in a fallen and sinful
world. It takes a lot of courage to do the right thing in a world
which hates righteousness. It takes help from the Lord himself
to stand up and be holy in an unholy world. The unholy mock
and hate the holy. The wicked seek to undermine the actions
of the righteous and make fun of them.

When we try to live righteous lives according to the gospel
of Jesus Christ, we will receive insults and persecutions. Evil
things will be said about us falsely. This is what Jesus tells us in
verse 11; this will happen because of “me,” says Jesus.

But do not be discouraged or alarmed by this for this is what
is to be expected when we shine the light in a dark world. Al

this happened to Christ first. Jesus says that it is because of him
that we will be hated (cf. John 15:18-20).

That is why those who are persecuted because of righteous-
ness are those who are blessed. The apostles were flogged by
the Jewish religious leaders because they preached the gospel
of Jesus Christ. When they left the Sanhedrin after this treatment,
they left rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of
suffering dishonour for the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 5:41). It
is part of our task as Christians to endure suffering for the sake
of Jesus Christ (cf. Phil 1:29).

What an honour and privilege it is to be united with Jesus
Christ, to be those who bear his name on our foreheads, to
be those who have been washed and purified by his blood.
In the face of the world's opposition, our Saviour exhorts us
to rejoice and be glad because our reward in heaven will be
great (Matt 5:12). Do not focus on the difficulties and sacrifices
that need to be made but rather focus on the reward, on the
blessing, on the privilege of sharing in Christ, sharing in his
benefits and also in his suffering. It all belongs together and it
all results in heavenly riches and blessings in God's kingdom.
It is only through suffering that we may inherit heavenly glory
(cf. Acts 14:22). Suffering for righteousness’ sake shows that we
belong to Christ. And when we are united with him, we are most
certainly blessed beyond all measure, even unto eternal life. [@

For Further Study

1. Are you suffering for righteousness’ sake?

2. How does this beatitude encourage you
to do what is right?

Rev. S. Carl Van Dam Minister
Canadian Reformed Church
Carman East, Carman, MB
s.carl.vandam@gmail.com
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Biblical Realism

vs. Utopian Dreams

Utopian visions throughout history

In 1516, Sir Thomas More, the English renaissance human-
ist, added a new word to the English language: “utopia.” He
combined two Greek words meaning “not” and “place” to create
this new word used to describe a non-existent place, a society
that a writer invents and describes in detail. Over the centur-
ies, the meaning of the word has shifted, and when we think
of “utopia,” we generally think of it in terms of the modern
dictionary definition: “A place of ideal perfection especially in
laws, government, and social conditions,” or “an impractical
scheme for social improvement.”

Utopian thinkers believe that the perfect society can be
created, if only the right conditions are put in place. Enact the
right policies, govern in the right way, arrange society so that
it moves in a certain direction, and we can experience some-
thing approaching “heaven on earth” - peace, prosperity, and
happiness for all. English philosopher Roger Scruton put it this
way: “Utopias are visions of a future state in which the conflicts
and problems of human life are all solved completely, in which
people live together in unity and harmony, and in which every-
thing is ordered according to a single will, which is the will of

society as a whole.”
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God’s Word gives
us the answers
to the most pressing
questions that the

world can offer

Throughout history, there have been many utopian visions
that have captured people’s imaginations, with their promises of
a better world in which inequality is erased, suffering is banished,
environmental degradation is reversed, a world in which conflict
and strife become things of the past. The Marxist vision of hist-
ory, with its idea that a perfect society can be achieved by means
of an evolutionary process in which the state ultimately withers
away and the goal of absolute equality is finally reached, is one
such utopian philosophy.

Utopian thought today

But today’'s most influential utopian thinkers are active in the
numerous organizations that work under the umbrella of the
United Nations, working to influence policy-makers around

"

the world. Using the language of “sustainable development,

"

"social justice,” "peace and security,” and “equal rights for all,” the
modern-day utopians are working overtime to create the condi-
tions for a society free of conflict, poverty, abuse, inequality,
and discrimination. Planning, co-ordinated effort, political will,
science, and technology are all being enlisted in the never-end-
ing effort to create heaven on earth.

Meanwhile, another group of highly influential (and very
wealthy) utopians work to promote “transhumanism,” the meld-
ing of man and machine in the hopes of achieving eternal life
here on earth. It sounds like the stuff of science fiction, but

it is very real, and the resources being employed to develop

projects like Elon Musk’s Neuralink (which is working to create
an interface that will directly connect the human brain to
computers) are almost unimaginable. Genetic manipulation,
computer technology, scientific and medical advancements,
and political and social programs are being brought together
in an attempt to overcome the physical and societal limitations
that have held us back until now.

Utopian vs. biblical worldviews

As the Western world has increasingly turned its back on the
Christian faith and its understanding of the nature of human life,
the fallen human condition, the limitations inherent to a fallen
world, and the reality of eternity, utopian thinking has become
more and more influential, in many ways. How can we respond
to the serious challenges that the modern-day utopians are
making against the biblical, Christian worldview?

In the first place, the Christian worldview is not merely
pessimistic and negative. Neither is it fatalistic, leading us to
say, “This is just the way things are, and there’s nothing we can
do about it, so there's no point in doing anything.” No, our
understanding of the world is, first and foremost, realistic. God's
Word gives us the answers to the most pressing questions that
the world can offer - answers that cannot be found anywhere
else. It offers the true explanation for the existence of suffering
and death in this world: “Sin came into the world through one
man, and death through sin” (Rom 5:12).

It explains why human beings have never been able to live
in peace: "What causes quarrels and what causes fights among
you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You
desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot
obtain, so you fight and quarrel...” (James 4:1-2).

And it explains why we seem to be unable to care for our
natural environment, and the negative results of sin for the entire
created order: "For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children
of God” (Rom 8.19-21).

God's Word also explains that the problems that humanity
has faced since the fall into sin will not go away until the end
comes, and Christ returns. Poverty will always be a fact of life in
this fallen world: “For you will always have the poor with you, but
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you will not always have me,” the Lord Jesus told his disciplesin
Matthew 26:11. And in the wisdom that God gave him, Solomon
explained it perfectly: “It is an unhappy business that God has
given to the children of man to be busy with. | have seen every-
thing that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and
a striving after wind. What is crooked cannot be made straight,
and what is lacking cannot be counted” (Eccl 1:13b-15).

All of this means that this-worldly utopian visions, based
as they are on a worldview that denies the existence of sin,
misunderstands human nature, and most importantly attempts
to deny the existence of God, are doomed to fail. They begin
from the wrong starting point, and from there they put into
action plans that inevitably lead to disaster, as history proves.
Every utopian experiment, from the socialist communes of the
nineteenth century to the communist and fascist regimes of the
twentieth century, has ended in abject failure. But ultimately,
those historical failures are supporting evidence that prove the
truthfulness of God's Word.

The Christian vision
Utopia is, as Thomas More said, “no place.” It has not, does not,
and cannot exist. The Christian vision is not utopian, because it
looks to perfection not in this life, but in the life to come. United
to Christ by faith, we look forward to the day “when all things
are subjected to him,” when God is “all in all” (1 Cor 15:28).
And as we do that, we don't give up on this world, to let it
flounder and sink, because we imagine that it's all doomed
to fail anyway, and that any effort we make will ultimately be
useless. We are being renewed in the image of our Saviour, and
his Spirit empowers us to live lives of faithful obedience, with
the right goal and the right purpose. As we live obedient lives,
we will never make this world a perfect place. We will never be
able to create a world of perfect equality, absolute lasting peace,
and the complete preservation of nature in its unspoiled state.
Those goals, as attractive as they might appear, are unachiev-
able. But as we live to glorify God, we will also do whatever we
can to be good stewards of the creation that he has entrusted
to us, and we will seek to love our neighbours, and treat them as
we would have them treat us. “Cosmic justice” is not achievable
“under the sun” (as Solomon says). But real justice is.
As followers of Christ, our hope is in him, and not in this world.
While the utopian thinkers of this world think and speak and
plan in the grandest, most ambitious way, the problem is that

We do not
look to perfection
in this life

their vision is actually too limited! Not wanting to recognize the
glory that awaits the children of God, not wanting to submit to
God's reality, but desiring to create their own reality, they have
limited their goals to this life, and to this life alone. Rather than
looking to the Creator, they look to the creation, and restrict their
vision to the physical, material world in which we live. When your
vision of life is limited to the brief span of time that we spend
on earth in this life, your best-laid plans are bound to fail, and
you are doomed to a life of frustration. But when you seek first
the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, all of these things
will be added to you (Matt 6:33). Our ultimate goals are not
directed atthe improvement of the human condition in this life;
but when our ultimate goal is to glorify God, our obedience
will lead to positive change - not because that is our goal, but
because it is a “side effect” of a God-directed life.

Itis the message of the gospel that offers hope to a world that
seeks its purpose in the wrong place, which constantly pursues
a futile and unreachable goal. It is the message of the gospel
that offers liberation from the endlessly shifting and ultimately
unachievable dreams of the utopian thinkers, which can only
end in destruction, frustration, and despair. In the end, itis only
the realism of the Christian faith that can provide the antidote
to utopian idealism.

Jim Witteveen Missionary in Brazil
Sent by the Aldergrove Canadian
Reformed Church
jimwitt71@gmail.com
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he first issue of Clarion from Volume 22 of 1973, the
S itors announced: "Our magazine has been taken over by
new publisher, Premier Printing Ltd. (G. Kuik) of Winnipeg...
fowner of a successful printing business, brother Kuik has
laced in a good position to work towards the realization

s of his ideals: the best possible periodical for our entire

“"church at Berghuizen, a Secession congregation instituted by
Rev. Hendrik de Cock in May of 1835. Around age 15 he began
“¥studying and _a_pbrenticing in the field of print, launching a career

i ﬂl in print that would last 65 years.
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During World War Il he became involved in the Dutch resist-
ance movement, printing literature prohibited by the Nazis
and distributing food ration cards. He was captured, interro-
gated, and jailed, but for some reason released. The stress and
memories of the war - especially the loss of his older brother
at a concentration camp - made a deep impression on him.

After the war he found employment with a start-up printing
company and worked there until he emigrated with his parents
and siblings. They arrived in Homewood, Manitoba, in July 1950,
and took up working for a local farmer in the grain and sugar
beet fields. Already in the fall of that year he was back in print-
ing, working for a printshop in Carman, and then for another
in Winnipeg when he moved his family there in 1958. In 1962
his previous employer encouraged and generously supported
him in starting on his own, and Premier Printing was born.

The early years after immigration were years of hard manual
labour, privation, and isolation, and yet years of blessing and
sustenance from their gracious Father. The family had expected
to end up in the Lethbridge area where they knew there were
like-minded Reformed believers. Instead, they were in Manitoba
and could not find a home in the existing churches. So Gerry
was sent on behalf of the family on a cross-country trip by bus
and on foot to investigate a move. In Lethbridge, the broth-
ers discussed the area around Carman, the agriculture and
job opportunities, and the availability of housing there. Their
evaluation of the situation sent Gerry on the long trip home
with counsel to stay in Manitoba and work on attracting new
immigrant families to the area. Unbeknownst to him he had
missed the birth of his first-born child, who was already three
days old when he finally arrived home.

So in God's providence the family was convinced it should
remain. Gerry became a “fieldman,” matching aspirant emigrant
families with farmer sponsors, and helping landed immigrants
to get settled, buy furniture or vehicles, and adjust to a new
culture. An influx of like-minded believers allowed for the
momentous occasion of the institution of a Canadian Reformed
Church in Homewood, some 13 months after the family’s arrival,
in August 1951.

These early experiences of isolation, of the vastness of the
new country, of the joy of unity in faith and of the fledgling feder-
ation of churches remained with Gerry after God had placed
him in charge of a successful printing company. He noted in the

third issue of Clarion 1972: “May this magazine be the medi[um]
that binds us together and may it be a tool for the preservation
of our Reformed faith.”

Intheir first year after immigration, the family only had a few
sermons with them, having expected to join the congregation
in Lethbridge. Surely they would have longed for more good
material from the old country. This experience too must have
stuck with Gerry (since he himself would have read the same
sermons for his family on multiple Sundays). In the 70s, he saw
a need for good literature in the English language. In addition
to Clarion he arranged for the translation, printing, and publi-
cation of numerous books from writers in the sister churches
in the Netherlands. In the mid-seventies he engaged another
Dutch immigrant, his new son-in-law Bill Gortemaker, to join
the team and manage this project. Over the years, many good -
though certainly not always financially profitable - Reformed
books were supplied for the enrichment of readers.

These core values still guide the production of Clarion,
publishing efforts, and support of other kingdom causes in
which Premier Printing has been privileged to play a part. We
are thankful for the heritage we have received and pray that
God will continue to bless our service of him for the good of
the churches.

After his retirement Gerry continued to be involved in king-
dom causes and enjoyed visiting with the many friends he had
met along the way. Though his mobility became more and more
restricted, his mind remained sharp and he maintained a keen
interest in the goings-on in the world, the churches, and the
business. In his last years God blessed him with a contentment
and peace which sustained him also in his last days. He was
eager and ready to depart and be with Christ, and passed away
peacefully.

We praise God for the blessings we have received in our
father, grandfather, and founder of our business. As the editors
mentioned already some 50 years ago, we see how God placed
him in a position to be of service to the churches, and bless-
ed his efforts. It is God who was pleased to use an unworthy
servant for his glory. We are comforted by the same faith and
confidence that sustained Gerry through the joys and sorrows
of the years allotted him.

William Gortemaker
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The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self:

An Interview with
Carl R. Trueman

n November 24,2020 Crossway released The Rise and Triumph of

the Modern Self: Cultural Amnesia, Expressive Individualism, and

the Road to Sexual Revolution by Carl Trueman, OP minister and
professor at Grove City College. This article originally appeared in New
Horizons magazine, December 2020. It is reprinted with permission.

NH: How did the book come about?

Rod Dreher of the American Conservative and Justin Taylor of Crossway
asked me if | would write an introduction to the thought of Philip Rieff, the
greatanalyst of modern therapeutic culture. At the same time, as a historian
| was becoming interested in how the statement “l am a woman trapped
in a man'’s body” had suddenly become so important and so plausible in
our culture. And as | started to research the former, it became clear that |
could actually expand the project into an application of Rieff's thinking in
a manner that would help me explain the latter.

NH: Who was Rieff and why is his cultural

analysis helpful?

He was a scholar at the University of Pennsylvania who applied Freudian
thought to cultural analysis. Rieff saw Freud as locating human identity
in psychological categories and happiness in sexual fulfillment, but he
then proceeded to show how these ideas have come to grip the modern
moral imagination where identity is closely connected to sexual desire and
the purpose of society has become therapeutic: society exists to enable
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individuals to be psychologically (i.e., sexually) fulfilled. This helps to explain why identity politics
has placed sexuality at the centre of political life. But Rieff goes further to argue that cultures
depend upon setting boundaries to behaviour. As society slowly but surely abandons all sexual
taboos, it makes itself profoundly unstable. That is the situation we now find ourselves in. The
people and institutions who are supposed to maintain society as a stable entity - political lead-
ers, artists, writers, universities etc. - are all committed to precisely this overthrowal of moral
tradition and thus to further destabilizing culture.

NH: What audience did you have in view in writing the book?

My target audience is that of the thoughtful, engaged person who wants not simply to lament
the changes we see in the culture around us, nor to engage in standard polemics, but rather
to understand why these changes are happening and how we are all in some sense implicated
in them. The book is not a simple read because analysis of culture requires engagement with
history, philosophy, politics, and psychology, among other things. So, the reader looking for easy
and straightforward answers will be disappointed. But | am particularly hoping that Christians
will find the book helpful in understanding why our culture appears to be changing so rapidly
and what we might expect in the future. To understand something is always the first step to
overcome the temptation to panic or despair.

NH: Modern society rejects the biblical understanding of human-
ity made in the image of God. Is this why the old arguments about
culture no longer work?

To a large extent, yes. Of course, one of the reasons why Christian arguments worked to some
extent in the public square long after Christian orthodoxy ceased to be the default position of
culture was the fact that there was still an assumption that there was such a thing as human nature.
Rousseau, for example, regarded ethics as grounded in sentiments, but he avoided subjec-
tivism by assuming that human nature was something shared by all. Kant does a similar thing
as a means of granting his categories universal, stable status. Then, in the nineteenth century,
the very notion of human nature comes under explicit scrutiny. We find Hegel and then Marx
historicizing it and thus making it something dynamic and historically relative. Darwin reduces
the difference between humans and animals to mere stages in a non-teleological evolutionary
process. More significantly, Nietzsche calls the bluff on all metaphysical claims and thus tears
away the ground for seeing knowledge as anything more than a contingent construct, a point
which of course includes human nature and anything built thereon. What we are seeing today is
arguably the cultural outworking of this collapse in human nature. There now seems little upon
which to agree to build our ethics beyond respect for the individual. Hence, in sexual ethics,
consent is virtually the only criterion left by which an act can be morally assessed.

NH: You argue that behind the American society that now sees bib-
lical beliefs about sexuality as hateful, even immoral, is a shift in
tdentity. Can you explain?

The key figure here is Freud. His basic idea, that we are all at base defined by our sexual desires,
has come to grip the moral imagination of modern society. In part this is because it contains
a kernel of truth: sexual desires are among some of the most powerful impulses that humans
experience. In part, it is because pop culture, from commercials to the mainstreaming of
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pornography, has served to press home the centrality of sexual
desire to human existence.

What all this has done is change sex from something we
do to something we are. And that has obvious implications
for how the wider world perceives Christianity. | object to
homosexuality because it involves acts of physical union that
God has declared illegitimate. In doing so, | am objecting to
forms of behaviour. But society sees such objections not so
much as a moral commentary on actions as a repudiation of
a person’s identity. This is why arguments that draw parallels
with Christian objections to premarital heterosexual intercourse
do not deflect accusations of homophobia. In the mindset of
the current culture, there is no parallel between the two things
because one is a categorical repudiation of an identity, the
other merely a repudiation of an inappropriate expression of
an otherwise legitimate identity. It also makes the distinction
between hating the sin and loving the sinner implausible to the
secular mind: where sex is identity, the sin and the sinner are
one and the same, and they cannot be separated even at the
conceptual level. That is why terms such as homophobia and
transphobia have emerged as culturally potent.

NH: The Bostock ruling by the Supreme
Court occurred after your book was at the
publisher. How would you evaluate that
ruling in light of what you argue in the
book about identity?

It is entirely consistent with the trajectory that | outline in the
book. It acknowledges in legal precedent that which is already
part of the political and cultural imagination of contemporary
America: that sex and gender are entirely separable and that
individuals can choose their own identities and, where these
conform to the spirit of the age, demand that the law compel
others to recognize our choice as legitimate.

Justice Gorsuch'’s legitimation of transgenderism as law will
have an impact on later judgments. It is inevitable that it will
both encourage others to challenge established precedents
with regard to the rights of religious organizations and strength-
en the general case for an increasingly narrow reading of the
protections provided by the First Amendment.

NH: How should Christians navigate the
current culture?

First, we need humility. The culture of individual autonomy
and expressive individualism that has allowed for things such
as transgenderism to emerge is our culture, too. We need to
examine ourselves to see how this has affected our attitude to
authority, to others, and to the structures of accountability in
which we are placed.

Second, on a pastoral level, we need to educate people to
think ethically. My experience of teaching college students is
that many young Christians believe the Bible; they are just not
sure what it says about sexual and gender issues. That may seem
odd to those of my generation, but the world is so powerful
and relentless in the messages it sends that we need to think
long and hard about how to communicate Christian ethics, and
patterns of Christian ethical thinking, to people in the pews.

Third, we should expect to be put under pressure by the
wider culture in ways that we have not experienced in the past.
Social media has all but obliterated the private sphere. It will be
increasingly hard to keep our religious and moral convictions as
matters of personal, private choice. The days in which personal
convictions on sexual morality were considered irrelevant to
public, social existence seem to be coming to an end.

Fourth, we should keep our eyes on Christ and the promises
made in him to the church. Itis a hardy perennial of church hist-
ory that every generation thinks that the world is going to the
dogs and the church is in serious trouble. That fact alone should
relativize the current situation. Then, when we recall that God
will build his church, that the gates of hell shall not prevail, and
that Christ has already broken the real power of the rulers of
this world, we should be encouraged. This is not to say that we
should not take the current situation very seriously - the human
carnage of the sexual revolution is not something to be taken
as a light or trivial thing. Real people made in God's image are
suffering because of it. But we should still regard it as something
over which God is sovereign. It will not ultimately prevail.

By Danny E. Olinger
Editor of New Horizons magazine
danny.olinger@opc.org
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Farewell

to the Vanderlinde Family

ev. Vanderlinde accepted a call to the Nooksack Valley

American Reformed Church in the beginning of the year.

Wheels were set in motion and the family had to wait
for paperwork to be ready for a move into another country. Then
CQOVID hit. This put everything into a tailspin. Will they go? When
will they go? In the middle of September, they were informed
thattheir paperwork was in order and the border would be open
to them in October.

How do you plan an event for something your church has only
had to prepare for one time in its history, especially considering
the current situation in our world with COVID-19 and the restric-
tions surrounding that? After a flurry of emails and messages
between Consistory, Church Life Committee, and the Ladies Aid,
the answer was: a come and go evening on October 9, 2020.

The evening was attended by young and old. Opportunity
to speak personally with the minister, his wife, and children was

enjoyed by all. Mingling was so nice after months of limited
contact with everyone.

Although we did not have anything formal planned due to the
nature of the evening, we did present the family with some gifts
from the congregation. Earlier this year each of the members
was given a square for a quilt that they could add their name(s)
to. This was sewn into a beautiful quilt by sister Doornbos. It was
presented to the family at the event along with an aerial photo
of the church building.

As a congregation it has been such a blessing to not only see
growth in the family (they added three more children to their
fold) but also growth in the pastor. We are sad to see you go
but know that this is God's plan for you and for us. May the Lord
richly bless you in your new congregation and home. You will
be missed here in Barrhead. [@
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achel Vis

- g«  Rachel Vis >> 731 Lincoln Street, Wellandport, Ontario LOR 2J0 | tom.rachelvis@gmail.com | 905-329-9476
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* Ronald deWitt

Hello everyone,

I would like to introduce myself. | am Ronald DeWitt. | live at the Twin Oaks Home
in Burlington, Ontario, with my housemates David and Derrick. | work at Bibles for
Missions thrift store three to four days a week and one day a week assembling and
delivering the Burlington Post (with some help of course). | am very grateful to God
that | am in this home and not living by myself. | am very stable on my current medi-
cation and can function as “normally” as possible. Since | am overweight, my new
year's resolution is to go on a diet and lose about forty-five pounds! Anyways, God's
blessings in the New Year.

Ronald deWitt
February Birthdays
3 Ron deWitt will be 48 6 Trevor Buys will be 41 12 Connie VanAmerongen will be 56
3217 Twin Oaks c/o Anchor Home c/o Anchor Home
Burlington, ON L7M 3A8 361 Thirty Road 361 Thirty Road
Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2 Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2

e-mail: conniev1965@gmail.com
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YOU ASKED

IS THERE SOMETHING YOU’VE BEEN WANTING TO KNOW? An answer you've been looking for? Ask us a question!
Please direct questions to Rev. W. den Hollander, denhollanderw@gmail.com 23 Kinsman Dr. Binbrook, ON LOR 1C0

When Will the
LLord Jesus Christ Crush
the Head of Satan?

In Genesis 3:15, the LORD said that he will put enmity and that the seed of the woman, the Lord Fesus Christ,
will crush the head of the serpent, Satan. Did that happen on the cross of Fesus? And if so, why does the preaching
seldom mention that great victory? True, he did so for our sins and paid for all of them. But he also crushed the head
of Satan, or did this happen at a later date, in his resurrection or when he threw Satan out of heaven?

tthe cross the Lord Jesus certainly was victorious over
Satan, as he remained faithful and obedient to God
the Father despite the fierce attacks of the devil and

he knows that his time is short.” Then the devil (dragon) went
off to make war on the rest of her (the woman'’s) offspring. The
apostle Peter also warns the church for this final battle (5:8):

his demons while he was forsaken by God. In his resurrection, “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seek-

also, he was victor over death and the grave, and Satan who
held the power of death could not hold him. Yet, these victories
in the battle between the seed of the woman, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the devil, were not yet the times when he crushed

the head of the serpent, the devil, as promised in Genesis 3:15.

The Scriptures, indeed, reveal to us that eventually the head
of the serpent will be crushed. From the book of Revelation to
John (20:9, 10) we learn, “But fire came down from heaven and
consumed them, and the devil who had deceived them was
thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the
false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.” In his letter to the Romans (16:20), the apostle
Paul also mentions it as an event that is still to happen, “The God
of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” It will happen

“soon,” he says, indicating as well that it is still a future event.

It's important for the church of Christ today to realize this, as
we learn from Revelation 12:12, “But woe to you, O earth and
sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because

ing someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith....” The
serpentand his seed haven't been crushed at all yet, if that were
the case the devil wouldn't have a chance anymore to attack
the seed of the woman, the church of God and her children.
Rather, the serpent and his seed are becoming more and more
dangerous, since they know that the time is short. The Lord
Jesus, too, instructed his disciples to pray, “Deliver us from the
evil one!” The devil, the world, and our own flesh continue to
attack us! Yet, as Paul encouraged and comforted the Romans,
he will soon be crushed!

William den Hollander, Minister emeritus
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church
Toronto, Ontario
denhollanderw@gmail.com

*Digital Subscription No. 1727 - Janette Dewit*

41



42

Winnipeg MB
Lorette MB

Winnipeg MB
Lorette MB
Winnipeg MB

Winnipeg MB

Winnipeg MB
Winnipeg MB
Kanata ON
Hamilton ON
Winnipeg MB
Winnipeg MB
Spruce Grove AB
Barrhead AB
Armstrong BC
Edmonton AB
Chilliwack BC
Barrhead AB
Lacombe AB

Neerlandia AB

Neerlandia AB
Neerlandia AB

Abbotsford BC

Barrhead AB
Surrey BC
Spruce Grove AB

Devon AB

A CANADIAN REFORMED MAGAZINE

Billt and Grietje Gortemaker

Dave and Teresa Gortemaker
Joel (and Rebecca Raap), Alexis,
Brooklyn, Kaelynn,
Ted and Vanessa Gortemaker
Nicole (and Aiden Veenendaal),
Dylan, Leanne
Al and Jess Gortemaker
Will and Shawna Gortemaker
Rachel, Megan
Ken and Alisa Deboer
Jared, Nadia, Tyson, Ethan, Gavin,
Kayla
Brant and Celia Nobel
Caleb, Adam, Kyla
Eddie and Nicole Gortemaker
Miles
Daryn and Irene Visscher
Mya, Chase, Sadie, Quinn
Peter Gortemaker and Melissa Krikke
Amy Gortemakert

Fenny Kuikf
Bruce and Davida Tuininga

Menko and Teresa Helmus
Colton and Vanessa Van Leeuwen
Amber
Austin (and April Schouten)
Aaliyah, Chekk, Daxon

Darryl and Lisa Tuininga
Dawson, Kenzie

Jeff and Marcia Van Grootheest
Jayden, Lucas (and Jenna
Steenbergen), Aaron, Hannah,
Jared

Leroy and Kathleen Tuininga
Rylee, Quinn, Holden

Byron and Rachel Tuininga
Madison, Ethan, Kaelynn, Nadiya

Len and Charlene Stam
Chase, Nixon, Cadence, Sylver,
Lincoln

Ryan and Kim Vandermooren
Landon, Nolan, Cash, Elias, Evynn

Gerrit and Melissa Bysterveld
Autumn

Dave and Ashley De Bruin
Cooper, Sydney

Walter and Chantelle Vanderveen
Leeland, Lennox
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SEPTEMBER 5, 1924 — JANUARY 2, 2021

I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken...
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. Psalm 16: 8, 11

He will be lovingly remembered by his large family:

Navin MB
Winnipeg MB

Neerlandia AB
Surrey BC
Vernon BC
Hartland NB
Winnipeg MB

Surrey BC
Neerlandia AB

Sardis BC

Lorette MB
Steinbach MB

Dauphin MB
Winnipeg MB

Lorette MB
Surrey BC
Surrey BC
Surrey BC
Winnipeg MB
Winnipeg MB
Winnipeg MB

Carman MB
Carman MB
Carman MB

Carman MB
Carman MB

The Lord took home to Himself our dear father, grandfather, and great-grandfather,

Gerrit (Gerry) Kuik

Thankful for a long and blessed life and looking forward to being with his Saviour, Dad died
after a brief illness at the age of 96. He was predeceased by his wife Johanna in 2007.

Bill and Henrietta Raap

Jason and Aileen Raap
Devon, Shayna, Brandon, Mikaela,
Taryn, Peyton
Matt and Kerry Breukelman
Levi
Shaun and Brenda Raap
Seth, Hazel, Lyla, Jonas, Thomas
Randy and Lorene Raap
Blakely, Mayla, Sylas, Miles
Dave and Christa Hutten
Skye, Brynlee, Sibyl
Kaylie Levandoski
Chloe, Cohen, Zaiden, Hadley

Jake and Carolyn Kuik

Kevin and Sherry Van Grootheest
Keira, lan
Mike and Bonita Raap
Cayden, Mackenzie, Nolan, Declan
Darlene Goertzen
Kevin and Deanne Froese
Norah, Parker
Mark and Karyn Kuik
Luke and Aislinn Kuik
Nancy
Kirk and Michelle Sookbirsingh
Paul Kuik and Iris Lachia
Julie Kuik and Eric Baartman
Andrew Kuik

Ben Kuik

Sonya Kuik
Cameron Kuik
Cameron, Mylee

Allan and Anita Vanderveen

Craig Vanderveent

Scott and Jenna Vanderveen
Jordyn, Austin, Brooks

Ashley Vanderveen

Dylan Vanderveen

The funeral took place on Friday, January 8, 2021, at 2:00
pm at the Redeemer Canadian Reformed Church with

Rev. J. Poppe officiating. Interment at Green Acres Cemetery.
If you wish to share thoughts or memories with the family,
please email them to gerry.kuik@gmail.com or mail to:

140 Foch Ave Winnipeg MB R2C 5H7



After a short battle with cancer, Our Lord
called home to himself, His Child
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Sietske (Sieta) Alida Lieuwen

(NEE OOSTENBRUGQG)

MARCH 9, 1950 TO DECEMBER 15, 2020
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,

I have kept the faith. 2 Timothy 4:7

We pray that the Lord will comfort her husband Nick Lieuwen,
and their extended family with the words of Romans 8:18

Our dear sister, Sieta will be greatly missed by:

Jane and Dick Visee, Calgary, AB

Dorothy and John Tams, Taber, AB

Syd and Jane Qostenbrug, Abbotsford, BC
Harriet and John Van Raalte, Langley, BC
Ted and Audrey Oostenbrug, Red Deer, AB
John and Erna Moedt, Coaldale, AB

Alida Oostenbrug, Calgary, AB

And many Nieces and Nephews

Viersen

Psalm 16:11

Fettje Viersen - Veenstra

Margaret Viersen T 1956-1968

Joanne and Dick Barendregt

Stan and Irene Viersen (nee VandeBurgt)
Monica and Carl Qosterhoff

Teresa and Len Bergsma

Sharon and Jerold VanAssen

Yvonne and Jan Harink

Christina and Kevin Vanderzyl

Andrew and Rianne Viersen (nee Janssen)
Felicia and John Wierenga

Lydia and Hans Kruidhof

Andries (Andy)

AUG 20, 1930 — DEC 7, 2020

You make known to me the path
of life; in your presence there
is fullness of joy; at your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.

Our Heavenly Father took
home to Himself our dear
husband, Dad and Pake

Wembley ,AB
Neerlandia, AB
Vineland, ON
Carman, MB
Neerlandia, AB
Neerlandia, AB
Neerlandia, AB
Neerlandia, AB
Neerlandia, AB

Neerlandia, AB :

87 grandchildren and 110 great-grandchildren

Mailing Address: 5013 48 Street Neerlandia, AB TOG 1RO

MAY 18, 1938 TO NOVEMBER 7, 2020

The LORD is my Shepherd — Psalm 23

In His time, our Heavenly Father called
home to Himself

INA BERENDS (nee Wendt)

to dwell with Him in eternal glory and to
experience the fullness of joy.

Predeceased by her beloved husband, our dear Dad
and Opa, Ron Berends, of 45 years in July 2018.

Cherished Mom and Oma of:
Grand Valley, ON: Andrew and Janet Wildeboer
Ottawa, ON: Josh and Brianna Blokhuis
Fergus, ON: Willem and Michaela (Hutten)
Eden
Grand Valley, ON: Josiah
Jenna (Cam Brouwer)
Summer

Fergus, ON: Bryce Berends
Terence Berends

Our Mom/Oma was so loved, always caring for and supporting
others with such kindness and selflessness. Her steadfast love

for and complete trust in the Lord was an inspiration to many.

We were blessed with an extraordinary Mom/Oma, and we will
deeply miss her!

Correspondence:

193398 Amaranth East Luther Townline, Grand Valley, ON L9W ON5
or The Lighthouse: 6528 First Line RR#3, Fergus, ON N1M 2W4
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GRADE 1-2 TEACHER

We are searching for one who thrives h
on serving others through God’s f
redeeming, restoring and reforming
work as a Christian educator.

If youre a passionate teacher who
loves to grow in a professional
environment where Christ is glorified,
people are cared for and education is
personalized, let’s chat!

To learn more about our grade school,

congregation and Ontario’s most

mie ol

stunning outdoor playground contact:

James Meinen,
Principal, Harvest School, Owen Sound, ON

principal@harvestschool.ca

1IARVEST

CANADIAN REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

| wp&mw uistos:

harvestschool.ca

HOME GROUP

REALTY INC

Serving Guelph,

Fergus & Area N
Keith Vanleeuwen

Emma Kuizenga

SALES REPRESENTATIVE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
(519) 546 5498 (519) 835 5239
emmak@homegrouprealty.ca keithvan@homegrouprealty.ca

Hear what our clients have to say at

n Growing In Grace

DCS Equipping For Excellence
Learning For Life

Dufferin Christian School invites applications for a full-time
co-assistant principal and classroom-teacher position at either
the Elementary Or High School Level for the 2021-2022
school year.

The successful applicant would have the opportunity to grow
their administration skills in a collaborative team environment.

DCSis a K-12 Reformed school with over 260 students located
45 minutes southwest of Winnipeg, Manitoba. It offers a highly
supportive community, attractive facilities, competitive wages
and a friendly atmosphere.

Applicants must be communicant members of a Canadian
Reformed Church or a Church in ecclesiastical fellowship with
the same.

Applications should be sent to Dufferin Christian School
P.O. Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada, ROG OJO
Attention: Mr. Nathan Kok

Or Emailed To: principal@dufferinchristian.ca

For more information, please contact: Principal:
Mr. Nathan Kok at 204-745-2278
Chairman: Mr. Anton Borst at chairman@dufferinchristian.ca

Immanuel Christian School

rW
'] VVinnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

The Board of Immanuel Christian School
invites applications for

Teachers

with duties commencing August |, 2021.
Teaching arrangements can be adapted to fit you.

We would love to bring you to
Winnipeg to discover our beautiful
community and city.

Immanuel Christian is a K-12 school supported by
members of Canadian Reformed and United Reformed
churches. At present we have 250 students in single
grade classes. Teachers are supported by an extensive
resource program as well as educational assistants for
students with special needs.

Interested persons requiring more information
or wishing to apply should contact:

Mr. Mark den Hollander, Principal
principal @immanuelchristian.ca
Phone 204-661-8937 (school), 204-619-0776 (home)

Mailing address: Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R2C 3Z9
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Redeemer

REDEEMER.CA

TEACHING STAFF APPLICATIONS
ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED

FOR THE 2021/22 SCHOOL YEAR

J o H N CA I.VI N For more information please contact

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL Michael Raap, principal@jcss.ca

fJohnCaIvinChristianSchooI | www.jcss.ca

For a life of responsible stewardship
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~.7 PRINCIPAL
ot POSITION

Neerlandia Covenant Canadian Reformed School is
looking for a principal for the 2021/2022 school year.
Whether you are an experienced principal looking for

a change, or a teacher, or a vice principal with S
the desire and aptitude to lead, we would £
love to hear from you!

CONTACT US AT:

secretary@covenantschool.ca

Learning to Walk
Together in the

Light of God’s Word

The Board of Guido de Breés Christian
High School in Hamilton invites appli-
cants for teaching positions in multiple

areas starting in September 2021.
GUIDO de BRES

CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL

These positions include,

but are not limited to, teaching:
1. Religious Studies

2. History

3. Geography

4. Math

Guido de Bres Christian High School is a vibrant,
growing school in Hamilton, Ontario that serves

close to 450 students whose parents are members in
Canadian Reformed and United Reformed churches.

If you are interested in joining our talented and
energetic team, we would love to hear from you.
Applicants must be professed members in good stand-
ing in the Canadian Reformed, or United Reformed
Churches. The preferred applicants will have an
undergraduate degree and teacher training.

For further information, please contact the principal,

Mr. J. Heemskerk (905 574 4011). If you are interested
in applying, please submit applications, including letters
of reference (including a pastoral reference from your
minister or an elder in your church), to:

Guido de Bres Christian High School, 420 Crerar Drive,
Hamilton, ON, L9A 5K3 or E-mail: principal@guidodebres.com

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN
HIGH SCHOOL

Located in Fergus, ON

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR POSSIBLE
High School Teaching
Positions

Preferences will be given to applicants with
qualifications in the following areas (although
other areas will be considered):

French/Phys. Ed/History/Geography
for the 2021/22 school year and beyond.

Emmanuel has a current student body of 170 students
in grades 9 through 12. We are enjoying a wonderful,
brand new, facility since September 2016, located

in a picturesque southern Ontario town. Our school
community has excellent working relationships
between board, staff, principal, and membership.

Qualified individuals who seek to serve in the field

of Reformed Education, and who submit themselves

to Scripture as summarized in the Reformed
Confessions, are heartily encouraged to apply;

an application should include a resume, with references,
and a philosophy of Reformed education.

Additional information can be obtained by contacting
the principal, Mr. Stephen DeBoer, at principal@echs.ca
or by phone: 226-383-7300 (work); 226-962-5265 (home)

Please submit applications by email
to principal@echs.ca, or by mail addressed to:

Emmanuel Christian High School
c/o Human Resources Committee
680 Tower St. S.

Fergus, ON N1M 0B1

vel

CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL
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In equipping
covenant youth
to be disciples

of our King

THE ALBERTA ADVANTAGE

Located east of the Rockies and a little over an
hour from the bustling hub of Edmonton, Covenant

Canadian Reformed School of Neerlandia welcomes
you to its quaint rural community.

Dedicated teachers are paramount to meeting
Covenant’s continued needs and to expand the school
and its programs for over 260 enthusiastic covenant
children. This is recognized by a supportive community
who loves, celebrates, and values its teachers.

Currently accepting applications for Elementary and High School
teachers for the 2021/2022 school year.

Learning to Walk Together in
the Light of God’s Word
COVENANTSCHOOL.CA Canadian Reformed School

Contact us at:

for more information on
compensation for your trip!

L_J ] . i e
d Learning In ' £ o v ‘r/
Faith Everyday (578 m}‘{"

Parkland Immanuel Christian School invites applications for
® )
Junior High Teacher

PICS offers a vibrant, exciting atmosphere with a strong focus on
professional development, collaboration, and relationships. Our
mission is to create an environment where everyone is inspired
and challenged to use their God-given talents in service to God
and their neighbour.

For more information, visit
www.parklandimmanuel.ca/job-postings/

SERVE. TEACH. INSPIRE.
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RNERS DNE
,J cChristian School

“See, | lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone and the one
who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.” 1 Peter 2:6

We are inviting applications to fill the position of:

Grade 5/6 Teacher
(Combined Grades)

due to the joyful news of an impending maternity leave.
Position available May 1st, 2021.
(start date is flexible, with the possibility of an August 1st start)

We are also accepting applications for the position of:
Special Education Resource Teacher

We are looking to fill this role at 50% with the possibility of
additional in-class teaching. Position available August 1st.

Cornerstone operates a K-8 school with double grades and
currently has a student body of 86 students.
We seek qualified applicants who love to teach and desire to
support our community in its mandate to raise our children
in the fear of the Lord.

For further details please contact the Principal
Mr. John Van Iperen
Phone 519 837 4092 (school) or 289 527 2102 (home)
principal@guelphcornerstone.com

Applications should be sent to
Cornerstone Christian School
108 Forest Street, Guelph, ON N1G 1H9
Attention: Mr. Joel Linde
edcom.chair@guelphcornerstone.com

Serving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Langley

ESTATE CORPORATION

e

vgelderman.ca

60427432S O DXEss)

RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty e
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Live your dream

THROUGH EFFECTIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Your goals are important to us and we want to help you to
achieve them by implementing sound financial stewardship
principles within your personal financial plan. Being mindful of your
values, financial circumstances, and your long-term aspirations, we
provide the input, direction, and advice that you need.

Call today for a consultation!

Wade Van Bostelen,

FMA, CFP® FCSI, FELLOW OF FPSC"
905.333.0902

1.866.IPC-GROW (1.866.472.4769)
wbostelen@ipcc.org wwwi.ipcburlington.ca

[&PA} Investment

. ®
Planning Counsel
IPC INVESTMENT CORPORATION

101-3430 South Service Road Burlington, ON, L7N 3T9

The right mortgage can help
build your wealth and save
you thousands of dollars!

| offer personalized mortgage solutions for your...

new purchase
refinance or renewal
renovation financing
debt consolidation
Investment property

SN

Jerry Bosscher,
AMP MORTGAGE BROKER

info@jerrybosscher.ca
8664724769 or 905.6354269

MORTGAGE
INTELLIGENCE

Mortgage Broker services provided by Mortgage Intelligence

Brokerage #10428 HO: 877.667.5483

*Digital Subscription No. 1727 - Janette Dewit*
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Kingdom
Builder Deposit

Ethical: Funds support mortgages to churches/schools.
Smart: Consistent rates of return to depositor.
Charitable: Interest earnings shared with the

school plus a donation receipt to you.

Helping parents. Reducing tuition.

Contact our executive director Bernie Kottelenberg
info@harvestfoundation.ca | 289.309.1466

Talking with loved ones today helps ]:q.- ensure
that your funeral meets the needs of tomorrow.

Let us help you start

the conversation. g‘i_ fo
L %3 \3

watCh the Videos at A"theDiﬁerence.ca Rick Ludwig Garnet van Popta Diane Vanderwoude Russell

146 Mill Street North « Waterdown, Ontario « LOR 2HO x KITCH I NG FAI I H LI N K
905.689.4852 - www.kitchingsteepeandludwig.com STEEPE&LUDWIG FUNERAL CARE
FUNERAL OME LIMI D

*Digital Subscription No. 1727 - Janette Dewit*
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% Investment Financial Planning Professionals

4™ Planning C 1"

annin ounse
& REAMIX Aldercenter Realty
Independently C

ntly Owned and Operated

Verne Stel ::a

info@vernestel.com

*R.R.S.Ps/R.RIFs/GIC.s
* Mutual Funds / Term Deposits

« Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness,
Long-Term Care, Group)

Office 604.857.1100
Cell 604.866.0807
Toll Free 1.888.341.1100

* Residential Mortgages
R‘)la“dsl’fcn Andel * Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs)
 Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs)

* Tax Free Savings Accounts

26641 Fraser Hwy, Aldergrove, BC VAW 3L1

« Financial / Estate / Succession Planning
* Retiring Allowances / Severances

* Health Plans and Travel Insurance
[ ]
arion
CFP, CPCA

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario L9H 6P3

Phone: 905-628-9666 * Fax: 905-628-1035 ¢ Toll Free: 1-866-856-5910
Email: rvanandel@ipcc.org  derek.lanting@ipcc.org
MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC. visit clarionmagazine.ca

Advertise with us.

Sharing In Abraham’s Blessing

The Spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem to the End of the Earth

SHARING IN

AB RAH Al\aI’S While there is no shortage of excellent books dealing with the history of

the Christian church, this book seeks to contribute by giving a succinct
BLESSING

survey of the spread of the Christian gospel from Pentecost to the present.
The Spread of the Gospel from
Jerusalem to the End of the Earth Further, in all the details the reader may lose sight of the overall picture.

To use a familiar image, it will be difficult to see the forest because of
the many trees. This book aims to be a “forest book,” looking at Church
History from above so that it is possible to see how the pieces fit together
and relate to one another.

ISBN 978-0-88756-104-7 1\ PREMIER
Soft Cover, 250 pages - PUBLISHING
$18.00 Plus taxes and shipping books.premierprinting.ca

50 *Digital Subscription No. 1727 - Janette Dewit*
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DESIGN

ReformedBookServices ¥ iR

PROMOTING ( A REFORMATION

A GREAT SELECTION OF CHRISTIAN BOOKS AT LOW PRICES
STORE HOURS: MON-WED 10-5 | THURS 10-9 | FRI 10-5 | SAT 10-3

230 Lynden Road, Unit SA, Brantford, ON N3R 8A3, Canada
Tel. 519.304.4709 « Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca Q@
RVM "ESCARPMENT
. REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

John Van Andel, Sales Representative

109 Portia Drive
Ancaster, ON L9G 0OE8

Bus: 905.304.3303
g%%) Cell: 905.512.9321
o Fax: 905.574.1450

Email: jvanandel@cogeco.ca

Not intended to solicit persons or properties currently under
*Based on closed transactions. Source: CREA, REMAX.

At North Valley, our approach is simple. We ask a lot
of questions. And we collaborate with you to design,
build and deliver. We also sweat the small stuff — like
pulling permits, because details matter.

WE'RE HIRING We're currently looking for journeyman
carpenters to join our team in Northern BC. Please send your
resumé to Tylor Versteeg smithers@northvalleydesign.ca

north V;Xglley ‘ northvalleydesign.ca

design + construction

Serving the greater Burlington,
Hamilton and Niagara Region

So Nice To Come HOME To

Honest. Timely. Thorough.

JPC Chartered Professional Accountants offer a total tax and
accounting service with a specialization in privately owned
businesses. Thinking of when it's right to incorporate? Or how
you can income split? How to sell your business? Or how to
pass it on to your children tax efficiently? Or do you require j L
professionally prepared corporate or personal income tax : -

returns and financial statements? With a professional account- .
Gbenezer Dilla

CHRISTIAN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

ing designation and a Masters in Tax equivalent come explore
the opportunities for you and your business with us here at JPC.

JOEL D JAGT We welcome you to experience the vitality and fellowship
(HONS) B. COMM, CPA, CGA, of our Christian independent living community.
PARTNER

. To inquire please contact us at 9055811439
Contact us to set up a free 1/2 hour strategic . . . .
tax and accounting consultation or ebenezervillahamiltonrentlist@gmail.com

1(905) 870 0137 | joel@jpcprofessionals.ca 337 STONE CHURCH ROAD, HAMILTON, ONTARIO

*Digital Subscription No. 1727 - Janette Dewit* 51
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To equip God's people for his glory,

in faithfulness to Scripture, as summarized
in the Reformed confessions, Clarion
adheres to the following core values:

Confessionally Reformed
Loving in manner

Attuned to current issues
Readable and Reliable

In Submission to Scripture
Open to constructive criticism
Nurturing Christian living



