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What’s Inside

Dr. James Visscher leads Issue 4 with a question about how 
Christians should view the role of civil government – and where 
to turn for answers to such questions. We also have an article 

from Rev. Jim Witteveen, “The Remembering Church in a Forgetful World.”
Clarion has received permission to reprint an article from Tabletalk 

(magazine of Ligonier Ministries). “The State of Theology” looks at the 
key findings of their 2020 survey data. We will be publishing this article 
in three parts. Readers can also go to thestateoftheology.com to peruse 
the data in more detail.

Issue 4 reports on the ordination of Rev. Aidan Plug; there is also a press 
release and regular columns Treasures, New & Old and Ray of Sunshine.
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CORRECTION NOTICE Due to human error, two articles in recent 
issues were printed without the authors’ names, credentials, 
or sources. We offer our sincere apologies to our contributors for 
leaving out this information and to our readers for the confusion.
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L E A D  A R T I C L E

James Visscher Minister emeritus 
Canadian Reformed Church
Langley, British Columbia
jvisscher@telus.net

Any number of you, our readers, have been living with government 
restrictions for some time due to the COVID-19 pandemic. For some 
parts of the country there is an end in sight as the infection numbers 
go down and the vaccines roll out. In other places, uncertainty remains 
the order of the day. In short, these have been and continue to be tough 
times for many. 

In the process, these times have also raised a number of questions. Among those questions 
there are some that have to do with the role of the civil government. For example, does 
the government have the right to lockdown society? Is it within its powers to restrict 

the number of people with whom we may have contact? Is it legal to close down some busi-
nesses and not others? And then, for Christians perhaps, the biggest question of all: Does 
the government have the right to forbid in-person worship services?

Emperor
Honour
the
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In Canada this last question has generated all sorts of debate 
and division. Christians are divided. Some are of the opinion that 
the government has that right. Others believe that the govern-
ment is over-stepping itself. For support of the latter, reference 
is often made to the Canadian Charter of Rights, which refers 
to fundamental freedoms such as “the freedom of conscience 
and religion,” “the freedom of peaceful assembly,” and “the 
freedom of association.”

Answers – where?
Where do we go with this as believers? Where should we look 
for answers? For most of us this means turning to the Word of 
the Lord. What does the Bible, which acts as “the regulation, 
foundation, and confirmation of our faith,” say? 

For starters, it is true that the Bible has a lot to say about 
the civil government, as well as about the interaction between 
believers and rulers, church and government. Think in this 
regard of Abraham and Abimelech, Moses and Pharaoh, 
Elijah and Ahab, Naaman and the King of Syria, Daniel and 
Nebuchadnezzar, the Lord Jesus and Pontius Pilate, Paul and 
Caesar. All of those interactions teach us something.

Still, we do not have the time or the space to consider 
them all. For our purposes let us restrict ourselves to two New 
Testament passages, namely Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-
17. Of the two there is no doubt that Romans 13 is the better 
known and most often quoted.

Romans 13
Looking at Romans 13, we see that the apostle Paul filled with 
the Holy Spirit makes the following assertions: (1) as to the duty 
of citizens – every person is to be “subject to the governing 
authorities;” (2) as to the reason – all authority comes from God; 
(3) as to the warning – those who resist the authorities resist God 
and will incur judgment; (4) as to the explanation – rulers are a 
terror to bad conduct; (5) as to intent – a ruler is “God’s servant 
for your good;” (6) as to power – a ruler bears the sword; (7) 
as to additional duties – citizens are to pay taxes, show respect, 
and render honour.

1 Peter 2
Next, we turn to 1 Peter 2 and we meet the following injunctions 
coming from the apostle Peter. He urges us as believers and 
followers of Christ (1) to be subject to every human institution; 
(2) to embrace this subjection as “the will of God;” (3) to live as 
free and “living servants of God;” (4) to silence fools, to show 
honour to many, and to fear God.

Honour the emperor
Now all of this is instructive, but what perhaps really stands out 
here and catches us off-guard is what Peter, and by extension 
Paul, says about the emperor. Peter writes “honor the emper-
or.” So, who is the emperor? Is he a nice guy? Is he a reputable 
figure? Is he a good leader? No! The Christians of those days 
knew that both Paul and Peter were referring to that despic-
able emperor called Nero. In the annals of history, it is hard to 
find a more evil ruler, a more blood-thirsty tyrant, and a more 
depraved despot. No parent would dare call their son, Nero, 
even today. It is a name shrouded in infamy, along with such 
other despicable names in history as Attila the Hun, Adolf Hitler, 
Joseph Stalin, and Pol Pot.

So, are you surprised about honouring this emperor? 
Shocked? In a way you should be. What God is saying here is 
that while he is the ultimate Ruler and Sovereign, he often uses 
strange men, arrogant men, even cruel men, to do his bidding. 
He also allows for the fact that his people, as well as all other 
people, will experience times of discipline and judgment. Yes, 
and those times are not meant for rebellion and revolution, but 
for submission and subjection.

Are you  
surprised about 
honouring this 

emperor?
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The early church and the 
 Reformation church
Surely the history of the early church is a testament to that as 
well. Did the ancient Church Fathers of either the eastern or 
western churches preach rebellion and insurrection against 
persecuting rulers? Did they get on their soapboxes and incite 
people to riot? No, Christians in those days earned the title 

“martyr,” not “rebel.” They went to their deaths in the coliseums 
and amphitheatres of Rome without protest and rage. They 
entrusted their souls to their faithful Creator.

The same is true during the Reformation era. That too was a 
time of much conflict and bloodshed. Only, the struggle was not 
against Roman Caesars but against Roman Catholic kings. The 
Reformers were careful when it came to church-state relations 
and stressed what Christian duty was all about. It was about 
respect for those who ruled no matter who and for obedience 
even to oppressors. It was about prayer for those in authority 
and about paying taxes. 

Why, so strong were the Reformers in their views on civil 
obedience that they reacted with horror and outrage to 
the excesses of those who belonged to the revolutionary 
Anabaptists wing of the Reformation. They viewed the events 
at Munster, Germany from 1534-1535 with disgust. You can 
still sense that when you read the last paragraph of Article 36 
of the Belgic Confession. “For that reason we condemn the 
Anabaptists and other rebellious people, and in general all 
those who reject the authorities and civil officers, subvert justice, 
introduce a communion of goods and overturn the decency 
that God has established among men.”

Article 36 of the Belgic Confession
In short, the Reformers preached submission to the authorities. 
You can read that in the first part of Article 36 of the Belgic 
Confession too. There mention is first made of the fallen human 
situation, namely “the depravity of mankind” and the need to 
restrain lawlessness. Then we are told that God ordained “kings, 
princes, and civil officers” so that the world would be governed 

“by laws and statutes.” Mention is even made of the sword as an 
instrument to “punish wrongdoers and to protect those who 
do what is good.” Thereafter, the purpose of good government 
is also stressed, which is to maintain “the public order” and 

“the protection of the church.” Finally, everyone is exhorted to 
“be subject to the civil officers, pay taxes, hold them in honour 
and respect and obey them in all things which do not disagree 
with the Word of God.” From all of this it becomes clear that, 

according to Scripture and confession, believers are to have 
a high view of the government. The same emphasis can also 
be found in the Church Order, Article 28 on Civil Authorities.

Sadly, however, that is not always what we hear today. As 
I read the comments of many who call themselves Christians, 
even Reformed Christians, on Facebook, Twitter, Parler, and 
elsewhere, I am often appalled and perplexed. How can you 
claim to be a sincere child of God and at the same time insult 
those who rule over you and even at times make it sound as if 
you support rebellion and insurrection? Some make no excuses 
for calling Prime Minister Trudeau or past President Trump (and 
no doubt now President Biden) the most terrible of names. Is 
there no respect left for the office they hold? Is there anyone out 
there who still dares to call them “ministers of God” (Rom 13:6)? 
It would seem that our politics have become poisoned. Some 
have become infected with a spirit of rebellion and revolution. 
Only, such a spirit does not come from God. It comes from the 
devil.

Imperfect rulers
Of course, you may protest and say that governments are 
not perfect or that they attack our freedoms. And that is often 
true. I look at local COVID regulations in my province and I am 
dismayed by the inconsistencies. Why can Costco and Canadian 
Tire continue to do business while churches have to close their 
doors? Is that right? Is that fair?

Yet the answer is not to be found in outrage, anger, name 
calling, and revolt. It is to be found in addressing the authorities, 
in seeking legal counsel, and in using the avenues of redress 
that the law provides. All the while we are to keep what God 
says about those who rule over us in mind and that means, if 
you have to disagree, do it respectfully. Oh, and do not forget 
to pray for them.

John Calvin
Many years ago the great French Reformer John Calvin 

penned a letter (you can find at the beginning of the Institutes 
of the Christian Religion) to Francis I, the King of France. He was 
not a nice king. Yet, it is instructive to read what Calvin writes 
to him and to note how Calvin treats even this enemy of the 
Reformed churches with honour and respect. It is something 
that deserves imitation today.

Let us remember that we are children of the Reformation 
and not of the revolution. 
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To meditate on the feelings of faith is difficult. Knowledge 
can be studied, learned, and passed on. Feelings are 
different. The Bible says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice 

and weep with those who weep.” We can know why someone 
rejoices or weeps, but joining them in their feelings of joy and 
weeping is a different challenge. Feelings can be observed but 
are hard to pass on to another. Yet, the Catechism teaches that 
faith is a “sure knowledge” and a “firm confidence” (a feeling, LD 
7). In explaining faith, Hebrews 11:1 includes both knowledge 
and feeling and, remarkably, the focus is on the feelings of faith.

Knowing God’s promises provides the bedrock of faith. Each 
of the so-called “heroes of faith” has something they “hope for.” 
Their hope is not shaped by their own imagination, but by God’s 
revelation. God revealed to Noah that a flood was coming, and 
he would be saved in an ark. Noah, by faith, knew and held on 
to the promise of God that he would be saved even though 
the need for salvation (the flood) was “not yet seen” (v. 7). Faith 
is promises held.

Similarly, Abraham hoped for the home God promised 
him (Gen 12). He left, even though he did not know where 
he was going: no map, no pictures, only God’s promise (v. 8). 
Furthermore, Abraham willingly offered his son Isaac as a sacri-
fice because he had God’s promise that Isaac was the promised 
son of blessing. Faith is promises held and these promises are 
the bedrock of faith.

Holding God’s promises without feeling they will be fulfilled 
is no faith at all. To hold a cheque and not believe in the payment 
is unbelief in the promissory note. Therefore, Hebrews 11:1, in 
explaining faith, focusses on the feelings of faith. Faith is the 

“assurance” and the “conviction” of the fulfillment of promises 
held. You could even say: faith is the realization of things hoped 
for and the proving of things unseen. Faith is fulfillment felt. To 
walk by faith is to confidently walk in the promised, and yet 
unseen, reality.

Noah felt the heavy reality of the coming flood and so built 
the ark “in holy fear.” Abraham felt the fulfillment of blessing 
through Isaac, and so willingly offered Isaac. He reasoned God 

would raise Isaac back from the dead (v. 19). Faith is promises 
held and fulfillment felt. The cloud of witnesses that walked 
by faith acted on a promised reality because they deeply felt 
fulfillment of the promise.

Where do the feelings of faith come from? They come 
through a sure knowledge of God’s promises and a deep under-
standing of God’s faithfulness. “Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful” 
(Heb 10:23). Feeling God’s promises fulfilled comes through 
knowing the faithful God who never lets one of his words fail 
(Josh 21:45). That is why a feeling faith can never be separated 
from knowledgeable faith.

As we walk by faith in Jesus Christ – let our hearts speak to 
the depth of our faith. In Jesus Christ, we know that our sins are 
forgiven. We know that we have peace with God. We know that 
for those who love God all things work together for good (Rom 
8:28). We know that death has no power over us. We know the 
present is temporary and the best is yet to come. Do we feel 
the reality of these wonderful truths? Do we live in their unseen 
reality? If not, look to Jesus even more (Heb 12:1-2); in him 
all God’s promises are made clear and find fulfillment. As we 
hold on to promises and feel their fulfilment, our lives will look 
different, even strange. We live by faith in an unseen reality. 

For Further Study
1. Study the stories of Hebrews 11 identifying the promise 

“held” and what fulfillment “felt” looked like. 

2. Is there a part of your hope of faith that does not feel real 
to you? Why or why not? 

3. How does deepening your knowledge of God’s prom-
ises and his faithfulness help the assurance of faith? 

T R E A S U R E S  N E W  &  O L D   : :   M A T T H E W  1 3 : 5 2

A Feeling Faith
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,  

the conviction of things not seen.”  
(Hebrews 11:1)

Gerrit Bruintjes Pastor
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church 
Toronto, Ontario 
gbruintjes@gmail.com
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Utopian visions throughout history
One of the traditional “cardinal virtues” is the virtue of prudence. 
Prudence is defined as “the ability to discern the appropriate 
course of action to be taken in a given situation at the appropri-
ate time” – or, to put it somewhat more simply, it’s knowing the 
right thing to do, in the right situation, at the right time. 

Prudence
According to the Reformation-era Danish theologian Niels 
Hemmingsen (1513-1600), prudence is composed of three 
parts: memory, understanding, and foresight. If you want to be 
a prudent person, you must first of all remember. That memory 
leads to understanding what would be the right thing to do 
and what would be the wrong thing to do in a given situation, 

and to foresight – being able to foresee the likely results of a 
certain course of action. In this article I want to focus on the 
first necessary part of prudence – memory. Without memory, 
we simply cannot be prudent. Only a people that focusses on 
remembering can live wisely – for our own good, for the benefit 
of others, and, most importantly, for God’s glory.

Memory matters
God’s Word shows us repeatedly the importance of memory. 
Positively, we are called to remember in passages like Deuteronomy 
5:15 (along with many other passages in Deuteronomy and else-
where): “You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there with 

Remembering the 

Church 
in a Forgetful 

World
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a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the Lord 
your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.” 

And negatively, we are reminded of the disaster that befalls 
God’s people when they do not remember: “How often they 
rebelled against him in the wilderness and grieved him in the 
desert! They tested God again and again and provoked the 
Holy One of Israel. They did not remember his power or the day 
when he redeemed them from the foe” (Ps 78:40-42).

In a society with a very short memory, in which history is being 
reinterpreted, reimagined, and rewritten, in which the past is 
evaluated negatively and disparaged, if it is recalled at all, we 
are called to remember. To be virtuous, to live a life of wisdom 
in obedience to God’s commandments, glorifying him in our 
words and deeds, we must remember. 

Niels Hemmingsen wrote that memory is “the virtue by which 
the mind revisits the things that have been.” You cannot delib-
erate prudently, he said, without the memory of things past. 
Because “memory is the storehouse of all things and the guard-
ian of the rest of the parts of character.” 

The Christian church as memory storehouse
The Christian church must itself act as the storehouse and guard-
ian of memory, and this is especially important in an ahistorical, 
or even anti-historical, age such as ours. We are to remember 
and recount God’s mighty acts in history. We are to remember 
his commandments and teach them to our children. We are to 
remember our past, how the Lord delivered us from the land of 

Egypt, how the Lord worked salvation, and how the Lord kept 
his covenant promises to our forefathers in the faith. We must 
remember the history of previous generations of believers – 
not just to avoid repeating the errors of the past, but to find 
comfort and encouragement in God’s provision for the faith-
ful throughout the generations. Memory is not just a personal 
matter; our communal memory, the memory of the community 
of faith, is the treasure with which we have been entrusted. Our 
collective calling is to remember, and to pass that treasure on 
to the next generation. 

In 1989, social anthropologist Paul Connerton wrote a book 
called How Societies Remember. In this book, Connerton sought 
to explain how what he calls “traditional societies” manage to 
maintain themselves in a society that is so very forgetful. We 
may be a little reluctant to think of the church as a “traditional 
society,” especially when there is a tendency to think of the 
word “tradition” as being almost a dirty word. But the fact is that 
the Christian church is, and must continue to be, exactly such a 

“traditional society.” As the apostle Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 
2:15: “So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions 
that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by 
our letter.” And, simply put, what we need in order to hold to 
the traditions that we were taught is memory.

Types of memory
There are three different types of memory. “Historical memory” 
is an objective recalling of the events of history. For example, 
World War II was fought between 1939 and 1945. Canada’s first 
Prime Minister was John A. MacDonald. Martin Luther wrote 
his ninety-five theses in 1517. That’s historical memory – and 
even this simplest, most objective form of memory is failing us. 

The second form of memory is “social memory” – a society’s 
collective decision regarding which past events are import-
ant, and which are less so. You can tell a lot about a culture’s 

“social memory” by the historical events that it celebrates and 
commemorates, and by those that are forgotten. Is Reformation 
Day celebrated outside of Protestant churches, or even by 
them? If it is, it’s because this historical event has remained an 
important part of our social memory. If it’s not, that means that 
our social memory of this important event has begun, at the 
very least, to fade.

The final form of memory is “cultural memory” – the stories, 
events, and people that a society chooses to remember. This 
cultural memory is what we use to build our identity. Canadian 

We have 
a God-ordained,  
divinely inspired,  
and authoritative  

account
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culture (or at least, the way in which our intellectual elites would 
like to define it) is based on this carefully cultivated and manipu-
lated history. But as God’s people, our self-understanding is not 
(or should not be) based on the cultural memory of the nation 
in which we live. Because we have a God-ordained, divinely 
inspired, and authoritative account that gives us our own “cultur-
al memory” – his Word.

Meaning for us
So, what does it mean for us, as the church of Christ, to live as the 
repository of memory, and the transmitter of that memory, in our 
forgetful world? Paul Connerton does not write from a specific-
ally Christian starting point, but the three central factors that he 
lists could have been taken from Scripture, and must remain our 
focus if we are to live counter-culturally, under ever-increasing 
pressure from the world.

First of all, we have a sacred story that tells us who we are. 
Secondly, we commemorate our sacred stories by “ritual 
performances” – sacred rites that “take their participants out 
of ordinary time and connect them to past generations of the 
community.” And finally, these rituals must involve the body. 
Connerton says that they must be “sedimented into the bones.” 
By participating physically, we are living out our memory, and 
our story becomes what Connerton calls “habit memory.”

Getting practical
All of this may sound rather academic, but, practically speaking, 
what does this mean for us? To put it in theological terms, what 
Connerton wrote about were the “means of grace” which God 
has graciously entrusted to the church – the preaching of the 
gospel, and the regular use of the sacraments. 

We must be reminded, again and again, of the history of 
redemption, in order to live it, in order to find our place in it. 
Those reminders come to us by means of the preaching of the 
Word, by means of catechetical instruction and Bible studies, 
family worship, and personal devotions. We are bombarded 
with the messages that our culture wants us to unquestioningly 
accept like never before in the history of the world. That means 
that we need to be all the more dedicated, in a very deliberate 
and thoughtful way, to telling the sacred story, teaching it dili-
gently to our children, talking of it when we sit in our houses, 
when we walk by the way, when we lie down, and when we 
rise (Deut 6:7). 

And since we are physically embodied beings, our gracious 
God, in his perfect wisdom, gave us the sacraments, and the 
regular rituals of our faith life, as a vital means to strengthen 
our faith – to help us to remember! That means that regardless 
of the technological advances that humanity has made, “virtual 
reality” can never take the place of the physical, bodily practices 
that God has instituted for our own benefit. 

In order to have foresight, we must have understanding. In 
order to understand, we must remember. In order to remember, 
we need to work at it – carefully, deliberately, and purposeful-
ly. God has given us the means to do just that, and has given 
us the responsibility and privilege of passing on our “cultural 
memory” to the coming generations. And it’s by these means 
that he preserves and grows his church. 

Being church in a forgetful world
And we know that we live as the church in a forgetful world. 
Because the world is forgetful, it lacks understanding. And 
because the world lacks understanding, it lacks foresight. When 
memory fades, memory of the things that really matter, and 
what they mean for us individually and corporately, wisdom 
fades along with it.

In order for us to shine the light of the gospel in a dark 
world, we must first of all remember. And as God’s remem-
bering people, we begin with Paul’s injunction to Timothy in 2 
Timothy 2:8: “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the 
offspring of David, as preached in my gospel.” 

We need not live in the past, but we must never forget it. Our 
faith is rooted not in ideas or philosophy, but in history. History 
is God’s story, and his story must become our story, defining 
who we are, what we have become in Jesus Christ. It’s only by 
means of memory that we can live wisely and joyfully in the 
present, in hope of the glorious future that awaits us, in him.  

Works referred to: Connerton, Paul. How Societies Remember. Cambridge. 
Cambridge University Press. 1989. Hemmingsen, Niels. On The Law 
of Nature: A Demonstrative Method. CLP Academic. 2018 (1562).

Jim Witteveen Missionary in Brazil 
Sent by the Aldergrove Canadian  
Reformed Church
jimwitt71@gmail.com
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THE  

State 
OF 

Theology
(1 of 3)

Every other year since 2014, Ligonier Ministries has partnered with LifeWay Research to survey 
the beliefs of Americans on a number of theological and ethical issues. Like past surveys, the 
2020 State of Theology survey reveals some encouraging results, but it also reveals confusion 
and a lack of theological knowledge among evangelicals. In this article, we will take a look at 
each of the thirty-one questions on the survey in an attempt to help readers understand the 
orthodox Christian view on these issues as well as the biblical grounds for it. 

To take the survey yourself and explore the data, go to www.thestateoftheology.com. New this year is the option to create a group survey that you can send 
to your friends, family, or church. It’s completely confidential and is a great way to start a discussion on what the people in your community believe.

This article was first published in Tabletalk, the Bible study magazine of Ligonier Ministries. Find out  
more at TabletalkMagazine.com or try it free for three months today at TryTabletalk.com.
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1. God is a perfect being and cannot make a mistake

Christians strongly affirm that God is a perfect being because to 
deny that God is a perfect being is to deny that God is God. An 
imperfect being, by definition, is not God. The great Princeton 
theologian Archibald Alexander rightly said, “The very idea of 
God is that of a being infinitely perfect.” God’s work is perfect 
(Deut 32:4). His way is perfect (2 Sam 22:31; Ps 18:30). His law 
is perfect (Ps 19:7; James 1:25). His knowledge is perfect (Job 
37:16). All this is true because God himself is perfect (Matt 5:48). 
Westminster Confession of Faith 2.1 expresses this biblical truth 
in the following words: “There is but one only, living, and true 
God: who is infinite in being and perfection” (emphasis added; 
see also Westminster Larger Catechism 7).

The Apostle James makes it clear that to be perfect means to 
be complete, to lack nothing (James 1:4). Theologically, this idea 
is most obviously related to God’s attributes of self-existence 
(aseity) and self-sufficiency (independence). Unlike creatures, 
whose being is contingent and dependent, God’s being is 
necessary and independent. In other words, God cannot not 

exist, and God depends on nothing else for his existence. The 
One who is “I am” does not have the potential to be anything 
more or less than what he is. He is, therefore, infinitely and 
unchangeably blessed in his being, and he is infinitely and 
unchangeably blessed in his being because his being is infin-
itely and unchangeably perfect.

For God to make a mistake, there would have to be in him 
some imperfection in his holiness, goodness, knowledge, or 
wisdom. The fictional pagan gods make mistakes because 
they are created in the image of man, and human beings are 
less than perfect in goodness and 
knowledge. God, on the other 
hand, is neither malicious nor 
ignorant. Instead, he is perfect in 
all his attributes because he is his 
attributes. He cannot, therefore, 
make mistakes. To suggest other-
wise is blasphemous.

2. There is one true God in three persons: God the Father,  
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit

In this short sentence we find a concise statement of the ortho-
dox Christian doctrine of the Trinity. Although the word Trinity is 
not found in the Bible, it is a helpful way to speak of a doctrine 
that is a “good and necessary consequence” of what is expressly 
taught in the Bible (see WCF 1.6).

The doctrine of the Trinity is grounded in several explicit 
teachings of Scripture. First, according to Scripture, there is one, 

and only one, God. We read, for example, in Deuteronomy 4:35, 
“To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord is God; 
there is no other besides him.” Second, Scripture affirms that 
the Father is God. Jesus often speaks of “God the Father” (e.g. 
John 6:27). Paul speaks numerous times of “God our Father” 
and “God the Father” (e.g. Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:3).

91

 V O L .  7 0  N O .  0 4  |  F E B R U A R Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1 

*Digital Subscription No. 1659 - Janette Dewit*



3. God accepts the worship of all religions, including Christianity, Judaism, and Islam 

In the contemporary world, it is common for people who believe 
in God to affirm that God accepts the worship of all religions as 
long as the worshiper is sincere. There is no evidence for such 
a view in Scripture, however. In fact, from Genesis to Revelation, 
Scripture reveals the exact opposite.

This is clearly seen in the first of the Ten Commandments: 
“You shall have no other gods before me” (Exod 20:2). The 
ancient Near Eastern world in which Israel lived was filled with 
all manner of religions and “gods.” God rejects these other 
religions. Why? Because the “gods” of these other religions 
are actually demons, and the worship of these demons is an 

abomination (Deut 32:16–17; Lev 17:7). The apostle Paul teach-
es the same in the New Testament (1 Cor 10:20).

During his temptation, Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:13 to 
Satan, saying, “You shall worship the Lord your God and him 
only shall you serve” (Matt 4:10). That is religious exclusivism. 
In the incarnation, the Word who was with God and who was 
God became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:1, 14). He is 
now the one mediator between God and men (1 Tim 2:5). There 
is no other.

Jesus himself clearly expressed the exclusivity of Christianity 
when he said: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

Third, Scripture also affirms that the Son is God. In the 
prologue to the gospel of John, the “Word,” who is revealed 
to be Jesus (1:14), is identified as God (v. 1). Fourth, Scripture 
affirms that the Holy Spirit is God. He is equated with God in 
Acts 5:3–4. Elsewhere, the New Testament authors identify the 
Holy Spirit with Yahweh through their use of Old Testament 
quotations. Compare, for instance, Isaiah 6:8–10 with Acts 
28:25–27 and Psalm 95:7–11 with Hebrews 3:7–11. Fifth and 
finally, although the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are affirmed to 
be God, Scripture also distinguishes the three. They are distin-
guished, for example, by use of the language of sending, loving, 
speaking, interceding, etc. (see Luke 3:22; John 3:16–17; 3:35; 
11:41–42; 14:15; 15:26; Rom. 8:26–27).

The biblical doctrine of the Trinity is summarized in the 
Nicene Creed:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being 

of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made. Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down 
from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and 
the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; 
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge 
the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life; 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with 
the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified; who 
spake by the prophets.

The doctrine of the Trinity is funda-
mental to the Christian faith. If any 
element of it is rejected or altered, 
every other Christian doctrine is 
negatively affected.
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comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). “No one” 
means no one. This is why Peter, when filled with the Holy Spirit, 
proclaimed the following regarding Jesus: “There is salvation 
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). For those 
seeking salvation, there is no one else. 

If God accepted the worship of all religions, there would 
have been no need for the incarnation, death, and resurrec-
tion of Christ because there were plenty of existing religions 
already during the first century. If God accepted the worship 
of all religions, there would also have been no need for the 
Great Commission and the evangelization of the nations. If God 

accepts the worship of all religions, the evangelism that Jesus 
commanded is a waste of time.

God does not accept any religion other than the one he 
graciously provided. He does not accept religions that substi-
tute worship of the creature for worship of the Creator. God 
does not accept false worship. God does, however, accept the 
worshipers of any religion when they repent of those religions 
and trust in Christ.

4. God created male and female
A fundamental aspect of human nature is that human beings are 
male and female. This is the case because God created human 
beings as male and female: “So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them” (Gen 1:27). The same truth is repeated a few 
chapters later: “When God created man, he made him in the like-
ness of God. Male and female he created them, and he blessed 
them and named them Man when they were created” (5:1–2). 
Jesus refers back to this basic fact of creation when the Pharisees 
pose a question about divorce. He begins his response by saying, 

“Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning 
made them male and female?” (Matt 19:4).

Nature teaches this same truth, as any student of biology 
knows. There are noticeable physical differences between 
males and females due to the way God created the human 
reproductive system. Every other system in the human body can 
fully function in a single human body. The digestive system, the 

respiratory system, the circulatory system, the immune system, 
etc., can all fully function in an isolated single human being. The 
reproductive system, on the other hand, requires a male and a 
female to fully function and to actually reproduce human beings. 
Because of the fall, birth defects and 
other abnormalities in the reproduct-
ive system sometimes occur, but we 
recognize these as abnormalities only 
because we clearly know what the 
normal reproductive system is.

Maleness and femaleness are 
given biological realities for human 
beings because God created that 
reality. It is as much a part of reality 
as gravity.
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5. Biblical accounts of the physical (bodily) resurrection of Jesus are  
completely accurate. This event actually occurred.

To deny the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is to deny one 
of the central tenets of Christianity. It is, in fact, a rejection of 
Christianity. The apostle Paul made this abundantly clear when 
he included the bodily resurrection of Christ in his summary of 
the Christian gospel (1 Cor 15:4). He goes on to say, “If Christ 
has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith 
is in vain” (v. 14). If that were not clear enough, he then says, 

“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 
are still in your sins” (v. 17). He says both of these things in the 
context of a lengthy discussion of bodily death and resurrection.

The Gospels also clearly teach that the resurrection of Jesus 
was the raising from death of the same body that was crucified. 
It’s why the tomb was empty (Luke 24:3). When Jesus appears 
to the disciples after his resurrection, he goes out of his way to 
make it clear to them that he has been raised bodily:

And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that 
it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. (Luke 24:38–40)
He goes so far as to tell Thomas to touch the wounds he 

suffered at the crucifixion (John 20:26–27).
Numerous alternatives to bodily resurrection have been 

suggested by skeptics over the centuries, but none of them 

explains the actual evidence we have. The “swoon theory” 
suggests Jesus did not really die on the cross. He merely faint-
ed, and then the cool air of the tomb revived him. He rolled the 
massive stone away and walked out. Given what we know about 
Roman scourging and crucifixion, this would have required a 
miracle on par with bodily resurrection.

Others have suggested that the many people who saw Jesus 
after his death and burial experienced a mass hallucination. A 
hallucination involves perceiving something that is not actually 
present in the world outside the mind. In other words, a hallucin-
ation is internal to the individual experiencing it. It is completely 
subjective. In order for the hallucination theory to even approach 
plausibility, one would have to posit multiple people, one after 
another, experiencing the same subjective hallucination. On 
top of that, one would have to suggest that hundreds of people 
simultaneously experienced the same hallucination (1 Cor 15:6). 
In short, one would have to change the very definition of hallu-
cination in order for the hallucination theory to be plausible. 
There are other theories that have 
been suggested, but like the swoon 
theory and the hallucination theory, 
they cannot account for the actual 
evidence.

6. Jesus is the first and greatest being created by God
To affirm this statement is to align oneself with one of the most 
serious heresies ever to confront the Christian church. The 
orthodox Christian doctrine, as found in the Nicene Creed, 
states that the Lord Jesus Christ is “the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.” 

The Nicene Creed was a result of the Arian controversy in the 
fourth century. Arius, and those who followed him, taught that 
the Son is the first and greatest being created by God. This puts 
the Son on the creature side of the Creator-creature distinction, 
which would mean that the Son is not “God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God” and not “of one substance [Greek 
homoousios] with the Father.”
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The original Nicene Creed was produced at the Council of 
Nicaea in AD 325. It was a direct response to the teaching of 
Arius. After the council, variations on the Arian theme developed 
along with new heresies regarding the Holy Spirit. The Council 
of Constantinople met in AD 381 to deal with all this. It supple-
mented the original Nicene Creed to more fully address these 
new developments. The Nicene Creed summarizes the church’s 
belief in the teaching of the Scriptures regarding the Holy Trinity.

The Scriptures assert that the Son is on the Creator side of the 
Creator-creature distinction and has, in coming into the world, 
assumed a human nature. In short, the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God incarnate. The evidence for this doctrine is found 
throughout the New Testament. The Word, who is identified 

with Jesus in John 1:14, is said to be God in John 1:1. The New 
Testament also repeatedly attributes to Jesus words, deeds, 
and properties that can be properly said only of One who is 
truly God. Jesus is rightly worshiped (Matt 2:2). Jesus encour-
ages his disciples to pray to him (John 14:14). Jesus forgives 
sin (Matt 9:1–8; Mark 2:1–12; Luke 5:17–26). Jesus is sovereign 
over nature (Matt 8:23–27). Jesus will be the judge on the last 
day (John 5:22; Acts 10:42). None of these things could be 
properly said of Jesus if Jesus were 
not very God of very God. The Son of 
God is not less than God. He is God.

7. Jesus was a great teacher, but he was not God
Arians, who believe Jesus is the first and greatest being created 
by God, affirm that Jesus was a great teacher, but those who 
believe that Jesus was a mere man often affirm the same thing. 
They will say that Jesus was simply a great teacher. Many people 
in our day affirm something along these lines. What many of 
them do not understand is that one cannot affirm that Jesus 
was merely a man and at the same time affirm that he was a 
great teacher. Why? Because if he was merely a man, what he 
taught is delusional at best and demonic at worst. Many years 
ago, C. S. Lewis made the same basic point in his book Mere 
Christianity when he argued that given the things Jesus said 
and did, He is either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord.

The problem with the claim that Jesus was merely a great 
teacher but not God is that his teach-
ing and actions repeatedly included 
both explicit and implicit claims that 
he is God. If a teacher is not God and 

yet claims to be God, then that teacher is not a great teacher. 
He or she is either a liar or insane. So, what did Jesus teach 
through his words and actions?

Jesus claims to have existed with the Father before the 
creation of the world (John 17:24). He uses the Old Testament 
name of God in reference to himself (8:58). He claims author-
ity to forgive sins (Matt 9:6; see Isa 43:25). He encourages his 
disciples to pray to him (John 14:13–14). He taught that he is to 
be the object of men’s faith (14:1). He claims sovereign authority 
to judge all mankind (5:21–27; see Matt 28:18). He claims omni-
presence (18:20). He claims a kind of knowledge that requires 
omniscience (11:27). Anyone who is not God and says all these 
things is not a great teacher. Jesus said these things. He can be 
a great teacher only if he is God incarnate.
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8. The Holy Spirit is a force but is not a personal being
The idea that the Holy Spirit is a force rather than a person is 
an old heresy dating back to at least the fourth century, but 
it has survived to this day. It is the view, for example, of the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, who argue that the Spirit is God’s “active 
force.” They argue that Scripture speaks of the Holy Spirit’s 
being “poured out” on someone or “filling” someone. A person 
cannot be “poured out” or “fill” something, they argue, so the 
Holy Spirit must not be a person. They argue that when Scripture 
uses personal language in regard to the Holy Spirit, it is using 
figurative language.

Those who argue in this way have the facts precisely back-
ward. In the first place, the language of “pouring out” and “filling” 
is applied to subjects in the Scripture about whose personal-
ity there is no doubt. David (a human person) cries out, “I am 
poured out like water” (Ps 22:14). Paul (another human person) 
speaks of being “poured out” like a drink offering (Phil 2:17; 2 
Tim 4:6). Since we know that David and Paul were real persons, 
we know that the language of “pouring out” is being used 
figuratively. What about the language of filling? In Jeremiah 
23:24, God declares that he fills heaven and earth. This does 
not mean that God is an impersonal force. Jesus is also said to 

“fill” all things (Eph 1:23; 4:10). Jesus, too, is not an impersonal 
force. In short, if someone is said to be “poured out” or to “fill” 
something, it is not proof that that someone is not a person.

Additionally, personal language is applied to the Holy Spirit 
in a multitude of ways and in a multitude of contexts that make 
it impossible to conclude they are all examples of personifica-
tion of an impersonal thing. Scripture regularly uses personal 
pronouns when speaking of the Holy Spirit (e.g. John 15:26; 
16:13–14; Acts 10:19–20; 13:2). The Holy Spirit is “he,” not “it.” 
Scripture ascribes to the Holy Spirit personal properties such as 
understanding (Isa 11:2; 1 Cor 2:10–11) and will (1 Cor 12:11; 
John 3:8). Scripture also ascribes numerous personal activities 
to the Holy Spirit, including speaking (Mark 13:11), revealing 
(Luke 2:26), guiding (John 16:13), teaching (Luke 12:12), bear-
ing witness (John 15:26), loving (Rom 15:30), warning (1 Tim 
4:1), and appointing people to office (Acts 13:2).

Has a force such as gravity ever appointed anyone to office? 
Has a force such as magnetism ever exhibited understanding 
and will and the ability to speak and love? No. The Holy Spirit 
does these things because the Holy Spirit is not a force. The 
Holy Spirit is a personal being, the third person of the Trinity.

9. The Holy Spirit gives a spiritual new birth or new life  
before a person has faith in Jesus Christ

The important theological truth communicated in this state-
ment is that regeneration precedes faith. Regeneration must 
occur first because every descendant of Adam is born dead 
in sin (Eph 2:1; see Rom 5:12). Eventually our spiritual death 

will be followed by our physical death (Gen 3:19). This is why 
Jesus said to Nicodemus, “You must be born again” (John 3:7). 
Those who are spiritually dead – and that includes every human 
being – must be brought to spiritual life. We must be spiritually 

96 *Digital Subscription No. 1659 - Janette Dewit*



10. The Holy Spirit can tell me to do something which is forbidden in the Bible

For this statement to be true, two things would have to be 
possible, both of which are false. First, the Holy Spirit would 
have to be able to contradict himself. Scripture, the Bible, is 
the very Word of the triune God: “All Scripture is breathed out 
by God” (2 Tim 3:16). The third person of the Trinity, the Holy 

Spirit, is closely associated with 
the inspiration of Scripture: “No 
prophecy was ever produced by 
the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet 
1:21). In other words, that which 

is forbidden in the Bible is forbidden by the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit cannot command you to do something he himself has 
forbidden because he doesn’t contradict himself (Num 23:19).

Second, for the Holy Spirit to be able to tell you to do some-
thing forbidden in the Bible, the Holy Spirit would have to be able 
to sin. Encouraging someone to sin is a sin (Jer 28:15–17). When 
God forbids something in Scripture, that law is an expression of 
his will. Sin, by definition, “is any want of conformity unto, or trans-
gression of, the law of God” (Westminster Shorter Catechism 14). 
As John puts it, “sin is lawlessness” (1 John 3:4). The Holy Spirit 
is holy. If a spirit is telling you to do something forbidden in the 
Bible, you can be certain that it is an unholy spirit.  

resurrected, and this is not something we can do ourselves. It is 
a sovereign work of God. We cannot be regenerated by having 
faith because dead people cannot do anything.

Our situation is similar to that of Lazarus (John 11). Lazarus 
was dead and could do nothing about it. Jesus stepped forward 
and commanded Lazarus to come out of the grave. It was 
impossible for Lazarus to respond, however, unless God gave 
him life first. In a similar way, we are all spiritually dead when 

Christ comes and commands us to believe in him. It is impossible 
for us to respond until and unless God first gives us spiritual life. 
God first regenerates us (gives us spiritual life), and as a result 
we have faith, which itself is a gift of God (Eph 2:8–10).

Throughout his ministry, Dr. R. C. Sproul often said that this 
little phrase, “regeneration precedes faith,” captures the essence 
of Reformed theology. He could not have been more right.
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The Canadian Reformed Church in Langley, B.C. has enjoyed 
a two-pastor ministry for many years, the latest combination 
being Rev. Doug Vandeburgt and Dr. William den Hollander. 
But when Dr. den Hollander received an appointment to be 
professor at the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary, it 
was time to place a call again. We as a congregation were very 
thankful when Candidate Aidan Plug, just graduating from CRTS, 
accepted the call.

The Plug family, Aidan, his wife Claire, and their two young 
sons, Austin and Pierre, safely made the trek across Canada 
and moved into the recently vacated manse. Candidate Aidan 
successfully sustained his last hurdle, the examination in the 
meeting of Classis Pacific West, and could be ordained!

Ordination
The ordination took place on October 18, 2020 in the morning 
service. Due to COVID restrictions of the day, there were only 
150 congregants in the building. Even the Plugs’ Australian 
parents on both sides could not attend, but joined the rest of our 
congregation to witness via livestream. Rev. Doug Vandeburgt 
preached on 1 Timothy 4, and had as his theme, “Instructions 
amid the challenges of being a young minister.” He encouraged 
Aidan Plug with three points:

1: Be determined to set an example;
2: Be devoted to preaching and teaching;
3: Be diligent in personal holiness and in faithful preaching.  
After the preaching, the laying on of hands could take place, a 

moving and meaningful tradition which dates back continuously 

Ordination 
of Aidan Plug

By Ginny VanderHorst

Dameris Vane
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to the New Testament church. Again, due to physical distancing 
protocols, only three men took part, Rev. J. Visscher, elder Mike 
Stam, and Rev. D. Vandeburgt. The congregation was encour-
aged to receive Rev. Aidan Plug with all joy!

Rev. Plug preached his inaugural sermon in the afternoon, 
again only 150 (different people) physically present. He chose 
to preach on 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, his theme being “Powerful 
Preaching.” His three points were:

1: Content of powerful preaching;
2: Effectiveness of powerful preaching;
3: Result of powerful preaching.
Rev. Plug preached powerfully, indeed!

Welcome evening
That evening, there was a welcome evening, with a mixed 
program of speeches, songs, skits, solemnity, and silliness. 
Again 150 different people were present, trying to include 
as many congregation members as possible. Many submis-
sions were done by video. A young adults group said, “HI and 
WELCOME” via video, as did the old adults, saying “HI and 
WELCOME from Manoah Manor.” Joyful and joy-filled singing 
interspersed the program.  

A fast-paced video, produced by a husband and wife team, 
had us zipping up and down and around Langley, introducing 
the Plugs to all the important roads, parks, businesses, and 

“must-sees” in Langley, accompanied with gift cards from many.  
Rev. Jeremy Segstro welcomed the Plugs, speaking on behalf 

of Classic Pacific West. However, he said, “I’m representing 

Classis, but our brother Aidan has probably had enough of 
Classis, so we’ll talk about something else!” And he regaled us 
with stories from the two years that he spent at Seminary with 

“The Gentle Giant, Aidan Plug,” admiring his academic prowess, 
while feeling obliged to try to Canadianize some of his Aussie 
lingo. He assured the Plugs that they would feel very welcome 
and loved in their congregation, as he does in his congregation 
in Cloverdale.

A video skit followed, with a note that “the producers of this 
skit were 40% positive that the events they presented were 
pretty accurate!” It introduced us to the pursuit of Claire, by love 
struck, high schooler Aidan. She finally relented to his advances 
in university, they married, and the skit followed their time at 
CRTS, and finally to receiving and accepting the call to Langley. 
The actors and actress ACED the Aussie accents! 

This was followed by a presentation from the Hospitality 
Committee to the Plug family, of gift cards and certificates, with 
maps, to “must shop” businesses in Langley, as well as a couple 
of gifts for in their new home. Pastor Plug and Claire were given 
the opportunity to say their thank you. They expressed that 
they had already felt so much love, and were looking forward 
to spending time and ministry in the Langley congregation.  

Unfortunately, due to COVID, no coffee social could be held.  
The evening was closed with prayer and with the singing of 
Hymn 10: “Now blessed be the Lord our God, who alone does 
wondrous works, his glorious deeds excel! The whole earth let 
his glory fill! Amen, so shall it be.”   
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RAY OF 
SUNSHINE

A NOTE TO PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS If there are any address changes that I need to be aware of please let me know as soon as possible.  
Rachel Vis >> 731 Lincoln Street, Wellandport, Ontario L0R 2J0 | tom.rachelvis@gmail.com | 905-329-9476 

March Birthdays

 3 Trevor Hofsink will be 43 
  14407 McQueen Road 
  Edmonton, AB  T5N 3L3

 9 David Rawson  will be 59 
  c/o Twin Oaks
  3217 Twin Oaks Cres
  Burlington, ON  L7M 3A8

 12 Gerry Eelhart will be 59  
  2132-143 Avenue
  Edmonton, AB  T5Y 1C9

 13 John VanWyngaarden will be 43              
  c/o Beacon Home
  653 Broad Street West
  Dunnville, ON  N1A 1T8

 14 Tineille VanRootselaar will be 25
  219 Lock St W
  Dunnville, ON  N1A 1V2

 14 Lisa Alkema will be 40
  c/o Harbour Home
  42 Spadara Drive
  Hamilton, ON  L9B 2K3
  email: lhalkema@gmail.com

 15 Jim VanderHeiden will be 62 
  c/o Beacon Home
  653 Broad Street West
  Dunnville, ON  N1A 1T8

 23 Brent Baartman will be 32
  c/o Anchor Home
  361 Thirty Road, RR 2
  Beamsville, ON  L0R 1B2

John VanWyngaarden
Hi, my name is John vanWyngaarden, I live at the 
Beacon Home in Dunnville.

I grew up in St. Ann’s, Ontario; I have three sisters 
and one brother. My sisters’ names are Ingrid, Monique, 
and Anne Marie, and my brother’s name is Rob. I lived 
on a dairy farm growing up, I enjoyed helping clean the 
barn, making it spic and span. 

My birthday is on March 13th and I’ll be turning 42. I 
love receiving all the birthday cards every year. 

In April 2013 I moved to the Beacon Home. 
I have a new job at Linde’s flowers where I trim and 

pick dead flowers, and do cuttings. 
Since COVID started, I have not been able to work 

much, but am enjoying some down time at home. I keep 
busy with many different activities. I love doing crafts; I 

am currently doing a diamond painting of Mickey and Minnie Mouse (which you see in 
the picture).I spend many hours doing these. I also love playing air hockey, and can get 
very competitive! I stay active by doing exercises, and Walk a Mile Videos. We also have 
a trampoline and a nice patio set that I spend time on. We have also been watching the 
Leafs play hockey; Eddie (a fellow resident) thinks they will win if they beat Tampa Bay. 

I also enjoy helping clean the Beacon Home. 
I go to Dunnville Canadian Reformed Church. I like doing the live stream and listen-

ing to our minister John Vanwoudenberg preach. He comes every year for a visit for 
my birthday which I really enjoy. 

During the year I attend Friendship at Grace United Reformed Church. We sing songs, 
and do crafts. I am really looking forward to when this starts up again! 

Around Christmas time this year all of us residents had to stay in our room for two 
weeks due to COVID, but many people made the time go by very fast. We had a bunch of 
gifts dropped off for us. Some people also came by for window visits, and two beautiful 
Christmas trees with lights were set up outside my window. On Christmas day we got 
a delicious meal including a turkey, ham, stuffing, potatoes, and gravy. 

I am very thankful for a beautiful home to live in, and staff to care for me and make 
delicious food for all of us here. I am thankful to God for taking care of all of us at Beacon 
and that I can still listen to sermons on live stream. 

John
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A NOTE TO PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS If there are any address changes that I need to be aware of please let me know as soon as possible.  
Rachel Vis >> 731 Lincoln Street, Wellandport, Ontario L0R 2J0 | tom.rachelvis@gmail.com | 905-329-9476 

Freda was an intellectually gifted child. She attended Christian 
elementary and high schools in the Netherlands and, after immi-
grating to Canada in 1952 with her family, she earned her BA and 
MA at Western University in London Ontario. She taught high school 
in Ontario for a few years, but her inquisitive mind desired more. 
So she attended the University of London (England), where she 
earned her PhD in history, with a dissertation entitled Leicester in 
the Netherlands. After that she became an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Winnipeg, where she taught history for a number of 
years. She gave up that tenure track position in order to become the 
first principal of Guido de Brès Christian High School in Hamilton. 
She filled that position with grace, fairness, and dignity. She retired 
as principal in 1987, but remained a teacher at Guido for another five 
years. Freda also taught courses at the Canadian Reformed Teachers 
College, and delivered a number of lectures at the Canadian 
Reformed Theological Seminary. In the process she opened many 
minds and touched many hearts. She also served the Reformed 
community for many years by writing books on philosophical and 
historical topics and many articles in Clarion. Freda also travelled to 
Western Canada, Australia, and the Netherlands to deliver a series of 
lectures on history, philosophy, and education, which were well-re-
ceived. After her retirement she faithfully led the Community Bible 
Study at Cornerstone Canadian Reformed Church and at Streetlight 
Ministry in Hamilton for many years. In her later years she translated 
theological materials from Dutch to English for the Reformational 
Study Centre in Pretoria, South Africa. That was a task very dear to 
her heart and she continued to do this work until a couple of months 
before her death, when her body started to give out, although her 
mind remained accute as always.

Freda knew herself to be a child of God by grace and accepted 
the promises made to her in her baptism. To our amazement, not 
long before she died, she recited, from memory, the words of the 
Form for the Baptism of Infants, in Dutch!

Our faithful God and Father has taken to himself  
our beloved sister, sister-in-law, and aunt

Frederika Gezina (Freda) Oosterhoff
Laaghalerveen, the Netherlands, 4 May 1927, Hamilton, 25 January 2021

Kitching Steepe & Ludwig Funeral Home were in charge of the 
funeral arrangements (https://www.kitchingsteepeandludwig.
com/). The funeral and interment services were conducted by 
pastor Bill DeJong of Blessings Christian Church on 27 January 
2021. Because of the pandemic lockdown only immediate family 
were present, but the services were livestreamed and can be 
viewed on the above site.

Freda was predeceased by her parents, Pieter Berend 
Oosterhoff and Jantje Oosterhoff-Nieuwenhuis, as well 
as by the following of her siblings and their spouses, 
Linda Engbers (Herman), John Oosterhoff (Tena), Ellie 
Schutten (Jack), Ann Van Andel (Conrad), and Pieterke 
Jantina Oosterhoff (“Piekie”). She is survived by the 
following siblings:

Elizabeth Schutten (Gerhard †)
Peter and Nelly Oosterhoff
Jake and Nell Oosterhoff

Albert Oosterhoff (Sandra †)
Tina Ravensbergen (Gerrit †),

by her “adopted” children,
Hank and Harmina Vanderbrugghen,

and by many other nephews and nieces,
great-nephews and nieces,

and great-great nephews and nieces

We are comforted by the Lord’s promises
as found in Ps 103:17-18
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40TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

BRUCE AND TINA MORRIS  

(NEE VAN EGMOND)

FEBRUARY 20, 1981 - 2021

With thankfulness to God, we along with our chil-
dren, celebrate our 40th Wedding Anniversary. In all 

things we acknowledge God’s sovereign grace.

Psalm 91:1-2 Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will 

find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  This I declare about 

the Lord: He alone is my refuge, my place of safety: He is my 

God and I trust Him.  

Joseph Morris and Samantha Buckingham
 Logan Morris
 Chase Morris

Jeffery and Carla Morris

Gregory and Shannon Morris
 Keziah Morris
 Taylor Morris
 Ethan Morris
 Griffin Morris

Mailing address: 
299 Rowntree Drive, Hamilton, Ontario  L8W 2N9

brucemorris56@gmail.com

Haulerwijk, Friesland  Burlington, Ontario
FEBRUARY 4, 1936   JANUARY 16, 2021

After a lengthy decline in health and strength, the Lord took 
unto Himself, at His appointed time, our eldest brother,

JOHANN (JOHN) BARTHOLT LUDWIG
in his 85th year.

It is our prayer that our dear sister-in-law, Frances, her children, 
grand- and greatgrandchildren may experience the comfort of 
the Gospel as expressed in the words of I Cor. 2 : 9

“But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor 

the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those 

who love him.’”

 Burlington, ON Shirley and Hugo† Pilon
 Grimsby, ON Renée and Cy Datema
 Winnipeg, MB Grace and Vic Schriemer
 Burlington, ON Ed† and Ann Ludwig
 Ancaster, ON Joanne and Hubert DeBruin
  Wilma† and Henk† DenBroeder
 Abbotsford, BC Harold and Tina Ludwig
 Smithville, ON Frank and Annette Ludwig

Correspondence address:
3290 New Street, Unit 503, Burlington, ON  L7N 1M8

DEC. 25, 1937 – DEC. 15, 2020

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

2 Corinthians 4: 18

The LORD, in His wisdom, called Home our dear husband,  
father, and grandfather

Gijsbert (Gus) Veenendaal
 Carman, MB  Frederika (Freddie) Veenendaal

 Lorette, MB  Alan and Colleen Veenendaal
       Aiden, Brady, Rylan

 Winnipeg, MB  Jeanette and Ron Werkman
 Hamilton, ON      Adam
 Coaldale, AB      Erin Werkman and Joshua Leffers
 Winnipeg, MB       Kelsey, Mallory, Dana, Whitney

 Winnipeg, MB  Aileen and Jason Raap
       Devon, Shayna, Brandon,
       Mikaela, Taryn, Peyton

 Carman, MB  Carole and Mark Vanderveen
       Joel and Dominique
       Noah, Kenzie, Kaelin, Izaak, Landon

 Carman, MB  John and Miranda Veenendaal
       Tanner, Jared, Ashley

Box 1258, Carman, MB  R0G 0J0  gfveenendaal13@gmail.com
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Dufferin Christian School invites applications for a full-time 
co-assistant principal and classroom-teacher position at either 
the Elementary Or High School Level  for the 2021-2022 
school year.

The successful applicant would have the opportunity to grow 
their administration skills in a collaborative team environment.  

DCS is a K-12 Reformed school with over 260 students located 
45 minutes southwest of Winnipeg, Manitoba. It offers a highly 
supportive community, attractive facilities, competitive wages 
and a friendly atmosphere.

Applicants must be communicant members of a Canadian 
Reformed Church or a Church in ecclesiastical fellowship with 
the same.

Applications should be sent to Dufferin Christian School
P.O. Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada, ROG OJO  
Attention: Mr. Nathan Kok  
Or Emailed To: principal@dufferinchristian.ca

For more information, please contact: Principal: 
Mr. Nathan Kok at 204-745-2278
Chairman: Mr. Anton Borst at chairman@dufferinchristian.ca

Immanuel Christian School
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

The Board of Immanuel Christian School 
invites applications for

Teachers
with duties commencing August 1, 2021.
Teaching arrangements can be adapted to fit you.

We would love to bring you to 
Winnipeg to discover our beautiful 
community and city.

Immanuel Christian is a K-12 school supported by 
members of Canadian Reformed and United Reformed 
churches. At present we have 250 students in single 
grade classes. Teachers are supported by an extensive 
resource program as well as educational assistants for 
students with special needs.

Interested persons requiring more information 
or wishing to apply should contact:

Mr. Mark den Hollander, Principal
principal@immanuelchristian.ca
Phone 204-661-8937 (school), 204-619-0776 (home)

Mailing address: Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue, Winnipeg, MB  R2C 3Z9

(519) 546 5498

emmak@homegrouprealty.ca

Emma Kuizenga

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

(519) 835 5239

keithvan@homegrouprealty.ca

Keith Vanleeuwen

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

SOLD

fivewalls.com/agents/emma-kuizenga

Hear what our clients have to say at

Serving Guelph,

Fergus & Area

1961-MARCH 17-2021
“Oh give thanks to the LORD for He is good, 

His steadfast love endures forever!” 
Psalm 118:1

With gratitude and praise to our Heavenly Father, we 
joyfully announce the 60th Wedding Anniversary of our 

dear parents, grandparents and great-grandparents

Adrian & Ietie Koster
Their thankful children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

A. Koster  8 Parkview Court, Chatham, ON  N7M 6H9

The Attercliffe Canadian 
Reformed Elementary School

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
2021/2022 SCHOOL YEAR.

We require positions for: 
FULL TIME GRADE 7 TEACHER 

PART TIME FRENCH SPECIALIST 
FULL TIME EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT 
for the Special Education Department

Tasks could include working with students in the Resource 
room, providing learning support in the classroom 

and providing personal care.

We also have a possible opening for a
FULL TIME GRADE 3 TEACHER

Applications should include a resume, statement of faith, 
philosophy of education and two letters of reference.

Please contact the principal, Mr. Clarence Blokhuis 
(principal@acreschool.ca) if you would like  

to apply for this position.
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PICS offers a vibrant, exciting atmosphere with a strong focus on 
professional development, collaboration, and relationships. Our 
mission is to create an environment where everyone is inspired 
and challenged to use their God-given talents in service to God 
and their neighbour.

For more information, visit  
www.parklandimmanuel.ca/job-postings/

Parkland Immanuel Christian School invites applications for

Junior High Teacher

SERVE. TEACH. INSPIRE.

PICS ad fall 2020 8.5x5.5 with bleeds.indd   1PICS ad fall 2020 8.5x5.5 with bleeds.indd   1 2020-11-06   1:43 PM2020-11-06   1:43 PM

Educating Covenant Children  
to be Kingdom Citizens

We invite applications for the following position:

Full-Time Teacher For Primary And 
Intermediate Grades

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 2021

We have been blessed with a dedicated school society, as well as an enthusi-
astic staff. We look forward to our fifth year of operation under the LORD’s 
blessing, with a projected enrollment of 135 students.

We are looking for qualified applicants who are committed to the 
Reformed faith and are passionate about educating God’s covenant chil-
dren. Applicants should be members of the Canadian Reformed Churches 
or of a church with which we have ecclesiastical fellowship. Please submit 
a letter of application along with a resume, a statement of faith, your view 
of Reformed education and two letters of reference.

If you have an interest in this 
position and would like to discuss it 
further, please do not hesitate to call 
or email us for further information. 
You can contact our principal, Mr. 
Ken Bergsma, at (289) 442-8825 or 
kbergsma@bellstoneschool.ca.

Applications and requests for further 
information can also be directed 
to: edcom@bellstoneschool.ca or 
Jake Dejong, Phone: 519-865-2487.

for the 2021/22 school year

for the 2021/22 school year

for the 2021/22 school year

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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Join us  
in equipping 
covenant youth  
to be disciples  
of our King

Learning to Walk Together in 

the Light of God’s Word
C o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c a 

The Alberta Advantage
Located east of the Rockies and a little over an 
hour from the bustling hub of Edmonton, Covenant 
Canadian Reformed School of Neerlandia welcomes 
you to its quaint rural community.

Dedicated teachers are paramount to meeting 
Covenant’s continued needs and to expand the school 
and its programs for over 260 enthusiastic covenant 
children. This is recognized by a supportive community 
who loves, celebrates, and values its teachers.

Currently accepting applications for Elementary and High School  
teachers for the 2021/2022 school year.

we invite you to
Come for a visit!

Contact us at:  
PRINCIPAL@COVENANTSCHOOL.CA  

for more information on  
compensation for your trip!

PICS offers a vibrant, exciting atmosphere with a strong focus on 
professional development, collaboration, and relationships. Our 
mission is to create an environment where everyone is inspired 
and challenged to use their God-given talents in service to God 
and their neighbour.

For more information, visit  
www.parklandimmanuel.ca/job-postings/

Parkland Immanuel Christian School invites applications for

Junior High Teacher

SERVE. TEACH. INSPIRE.

PICS ad fall 2020 8.5x5.5 with bleeds.indd   1PICS ad fall 2020 8.5x5.5 with bleeds.indd   1 2020-11-06   1:43 PM2020-11-06   1:43 PM
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The Board of Coaldale Christian School invites applications to fill the position of 

UPPER ELEMENTARY TEACHER 

Duties to commence August 1, 2021 

Coaldale Christian School is a growing Kindergarten to Grade 12 Reformed School with 
over 200 students in beautiful Southern Alberta, offering Prairie town living in a vibrant 

community of believers with easy access to city amenities and a short drive to the heart of 
the Rocky Mountains. 

To receive further information about our school or about our area, please contact: 

Mr. Jeff Van Raalte: Principal  
Phone: 403-345-4055, email: jeff.vanraalte@coaldalecs.com 

Applications may be sent to Chair of Personnel Committee: 
Mr. Rob Van Middelkoop 

2008 – 8 Street 
Coaldale, Alberta, T1M 1L1 
email: vanmidr@gmail.com 

 
     www.coaldalechristianschool.com 

Learn more about CCRTC’s programs at: w w w . c o v e n a n t t e a c h e r s c o l l e g e . c o m

We serve Reformed Christian schools by training the next 
generation of teachers and are about to enter an exciting period 
in Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers College’s existence.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR TEAM?
If so, you are invited to contact us and explore the possibilities of becoming a

FULL-TIME FACULTY MEMBER 
As someone interested in a faculty position you will, 

You will be a communicant member in good standing of 
a Canadian Reformed Church, or of a church with which 
the federation of Canadian Reformed Churches maintains 
ecclesiastical fellowship. 

You will hold at least a Master’s degree preferably in the area 
of education, you are interested in obtaining a terminal degree, 
and you have teaching experience in either elementary or 
secondary school settings.

EXCITED AND INTERESTED? CONTACT:  
Dr. Christine van Halen-Faber, PRINCIPAL 
cvanhalen@covenantteacherscollege.com • 905.385.0634 

• demonstrate a deep love 
for Reformed education

• be willing to provide 
educational leadership at 
multiple levels

• display a healthy level 
of intellectual curiosity 
within biblical bounds 
(Prov. 1:5)

The Board of Credo Christian High 
School invites applications for:

FULL OR PART-TIME  
TEACHING POSITIONS

Preference will be given to applicants with qualifications 
in Information Technology

Duties to commence in September 2021.

British Columbia affords teaching opportunities to those 
with Professional Certificates (B.Ed.), Subject Restricted 
Certificates (undergraduate degrees) , and School and 
Subject Restricted Certificates in the areas of applied skills 
(Diploma or Red Seal designation).
Credo Christian High School is located in Langley, BC 
and has an enrolment of about 300 students in grades 8 
through 12. It serves the educational needs of families from 
across the Fraser Valley through a broad range of programs, 
including music, visual arts, shop, textiles, athletics, and 
student leadership.  

For further details on these positions,  
please contact Mr. Kent Dykstra, Principal   
k.dykstra@credochs.com

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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The Board of Credo Christian School in 
Woodbridge, Ontario invites applications 
for a potential opening in the 

Primary Grades
Credo offers grades K-8, with an enrolment of approximately 
25 students, serving the areas of Brampton and Toronto. Our 
students consistently meet with success and are taught to 
take up their calling as covenant children of the Lord. If you 
are interested in working in a collaborative environment 
and in helping us maintain high standards we would love 
to hear from you.
Credo offers a special compensation outside of the grid for 
teaching in a higher cost of living area.

For more information please contact the Principal
Mr. Ed Slaa   Phone: 289 209  8383
e-mail: eslaa27@gmail.com

Members of a Canadian Reformed Church or a sister church 
should send a letter of application stating qualifications, 
experience, and references, as well as a personal state-
ment of philosophy of Christian education to the Chair of 
the Education Committee

Anthony Kampen  Phone: 905 927 9790
e-mail: anthony@bootslandscaping.com

Dufferin Christian School
invites applications for the role of 

PRINCIPAL
for the 2022-2023 school year.

DCS is a K-12 Reformed school with over 260 
students located in Carman, Manitoba. It offers a 

highly supportive community, an enthusiastic and 
cohesive staff, a robust administrative support 

team, and an experienced and committed board.
Interested individuals are encouraged to reach out 
to the current Principal or Board chairman for more 
details, and to discuss the possibility of taking on a 

transitioning Assistant-Principal role for August 2021.
Applicants must be communicant members 
of a Canadian Reformed Church or a Church 

in ecclesiastical fellowship with the same.

Applications should be sent to 

Dufferin Christian School
Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada, ROG OJO

Attention: Mr. Garett Veldman 
OR EMAILED TO:  

boardsecretary@dufferinchristian.ca
For more information, please contact: Principal: 

Mr. Nathan Kok, 204-745-2278 
principal@dufferinchristian.ca

Chairman: Mr. Anton Borst, 204-745-8935 
chairman@dufferinchristian.ca

The purpose of John Calvin School is to assist and support parents  
in the education of their covenant children to the glory of God.

FOR THE 2021-2022 
SCHOOL YEAR

The Canadian Reformed School Society of 
Smithville and Surrounding District, operating John Calvin 
School may be in need of one or two FULL-
TIME TEACHERS, grade level to be determined.   

Qualified persons are asked to send their letter 
of application, résumé, and view of reformed education 
to the address below.  Applicants who love to teach and 
who desire to help educate covenant children at our school 
are encouraged to apply.  Applicants must be a member of 
a Canadian/American Reformed church or a church with 

whom we have ecclesiastical fellowship. 

For further information, please contact the principal.
Principal – Mr. G. Hofsink
School:  (905) 957-2341; home (905) 383-6782
Email:  george.hofsink@johncalvinschool.com 
Applications may be mailed, faxed, or emailed to:

John Calvin School
Attention:  Human Resources Committee
320 Station Street, Smithville, ON
P.O. Box 280, Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Fax number:  (905) 957-2342
Email address:  hr@johncalvinschool.com
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The Board of Grace Christian School invites applications 
for the 2021/22 school year for the following positions:

SENIOR, INTERMEDIATE,
& JUNIOR GRADES
POSITIONS AVAILABLE INCLUDE  
FULL TIME & PART TIME

Serving the Burlington/Flamborough area, we are home 
 to~170 students from JK-8 and are supported by willing
and active church communities.

For more information about these opportunities, please 
contact: Lori Hulzebosch, Principal
905-689-3191, lori.hulzebosch@graceschool.ca

Interested applicants should submit a resume including 
references, philosophy of reformed education,  
and a statement of faith, to the following:

Matt Poort, Personnel Committee Chairperson
905-516-7734, personnelcommittee@graceschool.ca
Grace Christian School,  
497 Millgrove Sideroad, PO Box 2,  
Millgrove, ON,  L0R 1V0

2021-2022 FULL-TIME

GRADE 1-2 TEACHER
We are searching for one who thrives 
on serving others through God’s 
redeeming, restoring and reforming 
work as a Christian educator.

If you’re a passionate teacher who 
loves to grow in a professional 
environment where Christ is glorified, 
people are cared for and education is 
personalized, let’s chat!

To learn more about our grade school, 
congregation and Ontario’s most 

stunning outdoor playground contact:

James Meinen, 
Principal, Harvest School, Owen Sound, ON

principal@harvestschool.ca

 
The board of the 

Canadian Reformed School Society of Calgary 
invites applications for an 

Elementary Teaching Position 
for the 2021-2022 school year at  

Tyndale Christian School. 
TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12 with 

an enrollment of approximately 90 students.  
 

We also invite early applications or inquiries  
from current BEd students in the final years of  

their studies for future openings at all  
grade levels or subject areas.  

 
If you would like more information,  

would be interested in touring the school, 
or would like to submit an application,  

please contact one of the following: 
Mr. Justin Raap, Principal 
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca 

403-590-5881 or 
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman 

chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The board of the Canadian Reformed School Society 
of Calgary invites applications for an

Elementary  
Teaching Position 
for the 2021-2022 school year at Tyndale Christian 
School. TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12 
with an enrollment of approximately 90 students.
We also invite early applications or inquiries 
from current BEd students in the final years of their 
studies for future openings at all grade levels 
or subject areas.
If you would like more information, would be 
interested in touring the school, or would like 
to submit an application, please contact one 
of the following:

Mr. Justin Raap, Principal 
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca 
403-590-5881 or
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman 
chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca

Advertise with us.
visit clarionmagazine.ca
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JohnCalvinChristianSchool |    www.jcss.ca

For a life of responsible stewardship

TEACHING STAFF APPLICATIONS 
ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED 

FOR THE 2021/22 SCHOOL YEAR
For more information please contact 

Michael Raap,  principal@jcss.ca

JOHN CALVIN
C H R I S T I A N  S C H O O L

a

b

REDEEMER.CA

A degree you can believe in
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Qualified individuals who seek to serve in the field 
of Reformed Education, and who submit themselves 
to Scripture as summarized in the Reformed 
Confessions, are heartily encouraged to apply; 
an application should include a resume, with references, 
and a philosophy of Reformed education.

Additional information can be obtained by contacting 
the principal, Mr. Stephen DeBoer, at principal@echs.ca 
or by phone: 226-383-7300 (work); 226-962-5265 (home)

Please submit applications by email  
to principal@echs.ca, or by mail addressed to:

Emmanuel Christian High School
c/o Human Resources Committee
680 Tower St. S.
Fergus, ON   N1M 0B1

The Board of Guido de Brès Christian 
High School in Hamilton invites appli-
cants for teaching positions in multiple 
areas starting in September 2021. 

These positions include,  
but are not limited to, teaching:
1. Religious Studies
2. History
3. Geography
4. Math
Guido de Brès Christian High School is a vibrant,  
growing school in Hamilton, Ontario that serves 
close to 450 students whose parents are members in 
Canadian Reformed and United Reformed churches.
If you are interested in joining our talented and 
energetic team, we would love to hear from you. 
Applicants must be professed members in good stand-
ing in the Canadian Reformed, or United Reformed 
Churches. The preferred applicants will have an 
undergraduate degree and teacher training.
For further information, please contact the principal, 
Mr. J. Heemskerk (905 574 4011). If you are interested 
in applying, please submit applications, including letters 
of reference (including a pastoral reference from your 
minister or an elder in your church), to:

Guido de Brès Christian High School, 420 Crerar Drive, 
Hamilton, ON, L9A 5K3 or E-mail: principal@guidodebres.com

Principal  
Position  

Neerlandia Covenant Canadian Reformed School is 
looking for a principal for the 2021/2022 school year.  
Whether you are an experienced principal looking for 
a change, or a teacher, or a vice principal with 
the desire and aptitude to lead, we would 
love to hear from you! 

CONTACT US AT: 
secretary@covenantschool.ca

WANT TO  
SEE MORE?  

View our promo video at: 
C o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c a 

Learning to Walk  
Together in the  
Light of God’s Word

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL
Located in Fergus, ON

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR POSSIBLE

High School Teaching 
Positions
Preferences will be given to applicants with 
qualifications in the following areas (although 
other areas will be considered):

French/Phys. Ed/History/Geography 
for the 2021/22 school year and beyond.  

Emmanuel has a current student body of 170 students 
in grades 9 through 12.  We are enjoying a wonderful, 
brand new, facility since September 2016, located 
in a picturesque southern Ontario town.  Our school 
community has excellent working relationships 
between board, staff, principal, and membership.
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Serving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Langley

RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

”See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone and the one 
who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.” 1 Peter 2:6 

We are inviting applications to fill the position of: 

Grade 5/6 Teacher
(Combined Grades) 

due to the joyful news of an impending maternity leave. 
Position available May 1st, 2021. 

(start date is flexible, with the possibility of an August 1st start)

We are also accepting applications for the position of:

Special Education Resource Teacher

We are looking to fill this role at 50% with the possibility of 
additional in-class teaching. Position available August 1st.

Cornerstone operates a K-8 school with double grades and 
currently has a student body of 86 students.

We seek qualified applicants who love to teach and desire to 
support our community in its mandate to raise our children 

in the fear of the Lord. 

For further details please contact the Principal 
Mr. John Van Iperen 

Phone 519 837 4092 (school) or 289 527 2102 (home) 
principal@guelphcornerstone.com 

Applications should be sent to 
Cornerstone Christian School 

108 Forest Street, Guelph, ON N1G 1H9 
Attention: Mr. Joel Linde

edcom.chair@guelphcornerstone.com 

The board of the Canadian Reformed School Society 
of Calgary invites applications for an

Upper Elementary/Middle 
School Teaching Position 

for the 2021-2022 school year at Tyndale Christian 
School. TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12 
with an enrollment of approximately 90 students.
We also invite early applications or inquiries from 
current BEd students in the final years of their 
studies for future openings at all grade levels 
or subject areas.
If you would like more information, would 
be interested in touring the school, or would 
like to submit an application,please contact 
one of the following by March 31:

Mr. Justin Raap, Principal 
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca 
403-590-5881 or
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman 
chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca

Trinity Reformed Church  
of Lethbridge, Alberta is prayerfully seeking a

Full-Time Pastor of 
Congregational Life
to serve alongside our Senior Pastor under the guidance 
of the Consistory in shepherding God’s flock. The Pastor of 
Congregational Life will direct his attention to the coun-
selling needs of the congregation in addition to preaching 
approximately 25% of the Lord’s days. Other aspects of the 
ministry, such as visitation and education, will be shared with our 
Senior Pastor. The ideal candidate would have a heart of love for 
Christ and his people, be an ordained minister of the Word, or 
ministerial candidate, and be committed to the Reformed faith 
as expressed in the Three Forms of Unity. Training in Biblical 
Counselling would be an asset.

Expressions of interest along with a CV can be emailed in 
confidence to callingcommittee@trinityurc.ca. This position 
will remain open until a suitable candidate is found.

 
The board of the 

Canadian Reformed School Society of Calgary 
invites applications for an 

Elementary Teaching Position 
for the 2021-2022 school year at  

Tyndale Christian School. 
TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12 with 

an enrollment of approximately 90 students.  
 

We also invite early applications or inquiries  
from current BEd students in the final years of  

their studies for future openings at all  
grade levels or subject areas.  

 
If you would like more information,  

would be interested in touring the school, 
or would like to submit an application,  

please contact one of the following: 
Mr. Justin Raap, Principal 
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca 

403-590-5881 or 
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman 

chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca 
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Reformed Faith and Life
When Reformed Faith and Life - Canada was established twenty years ago, we had the privilege of being involved 
in producing radio messages and publishing materials for distribution in French-speaking countries, and in 
Armenia. Since then, God has given us additional opportunities to be at work to have the gospel proclaimed to 
our neighbours, close by and far away.  
By His grace, we now help to produce materials for use on social media, and we have also added some particularly 
Canadian efforts to the list of the ministries we work with. We’ve teamed up with Mission Timor of the Smithville 
Canadian Reformed Church, with Eglise - St. Marc (ERQ) in Quebec City, and with Trinity (St. Catharines) United 
Reformed Church’s Pathway of Peace ministry to Muslims, and together, we work to reach into people’s homes 
and lives with the life-giving gospel of Jesus Christ.
Please visit our website, www.reformedfaithandlife.ca, to get the full story on Reformed Faith and Life - Canada 
and the various ministries we support, and to learn how you can help with this vital work.

Please prayerfully consider supporting this important and effectual work by sending a donation to the following address: 
Reformed Faith and Life – Canada PO Box 27021 – Highland PO 75 Dundas Street, Cambridge, ON  N1R 8H1
Or donate on our website: www.reformedfaithandlife.ca  Email:reformedfaithandlifecanada@yahoo.ca

Sharing In Abraham’s Blessing 
The Spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem to the End of the Earth

While there is no shortage of excellent books dealing with the history of 
the Christian church, this book seeks to contribute by giving a succinct 
survey of the spread of the Christian gospel from Pentecost to the present.

Further, in all the details the reader may lose sight of the overall picture. 
To use a familiar image, it will be difficult to see the forest because of 
the many trees. This book aims to be a “forest book,” looking at Church 
History from above so that it is possible to see how the pieces fit together 
and relate to one another.

ISBN 978-0-88756-104-7 
Soft Cover, 250 pages  

$18.00 Plus taxes and shipping  books.premierprinting.ca

PREMIER
PUBLISHING

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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Benefits of a living gift include:
Fulfillment in seeing the blessing one’s gift provides.
Reduced estate probate costs
Income tax benefits when funds come from aRRIF or RRSP
Ability to minimize capital gains tax

Contact our executive director to explore if a living gift or
estate gift may fit your circumstances.
For more information: info@harvestfoundation.ca | 289.309.1466

Harvest Foundation works to keep tuition
affordable by facilitating gifts from estates.
We facilitate effective giving through both
will bequests and living gifts.

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario  L9H 6P3
Phone: 905-628-9666 • Fax: 905-628-1035 • Toll Free: 1-866-856-5910

Email: rvanandel@ipcc.org • derek.lanting@ipcc.org
MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

Financial Planning Professionals 

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario  L9H 6P3     

Phone:  905-628-9666   Fax:  905-628-1035  Toll Free:  1-866-856-5910 

EMAIL:    rvanandel@ipcc.org   derek.lanting@ipcc.org 

 RRSPs / RRIFs / GICs 
 Mutual Funds / Term Deposits 
 Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness, Long-term Care, Group) 
 Residential Mortgages 
 Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs) 
 Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs) 
 Tax Free Savings Accounts 
 Financial / Estate / Succession Planning 
 Retiring Allowances / Severances 
 Health Plans and Travel Insurance 

Roland Van Andel 
EPC 

Derek J. Lanting 
CPCA 

Financial Planning Professionals 

Roland Van Andel
EPC

 

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario  L9H 6P3     

Phone:  905-628-9666   Fax:  905-628-1035  Toll Free:  1-866-856-5910 

EMAIL:    rvanandel@ipcc.org   derek.lanting@ipcc.org 

 RRSPs / RRIFs / GICs 
 Mutual Funds / Term Deposits 
 Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness, Long-term Care, Group) 
 Residential Mortgages 
 Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs) 
 Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs) 
 Tax Free Savings Accounts 
 Financial / Estate / Succession Planning 
 Retiring Allowances / Severances 
 Health Plans and Travel Insurance 

Roland Van Andel 
EPC 

Derek J. Lanting 
CPCA 

Financial Planning Professionals  

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario  L9H 6P3     

Phone:  905-628-9666   Fax:  905-628-1035  Toll Free:  1-866-856-5910 

EMAIL:    rvanandel@ipcc.org   derek.lanting@ipcc.org 

 RRSPs / RRIFs / GICs 
 Mutual Funds / Term Deposits 
 Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness, Long-term Care, Group) 
 Residential Mortgages 
 Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs) 
 Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs) 
 Tax Free Savings Accounts 
 Financial / Estate / Succession Planning 
 Retiring Allowances / Severances 
 Health Plans and Travel Insurance 

Roland Van Andel 
EPC 

Derek J. Lanting 
CPCA 

Financial Planning Professionals 

• R.R.S.P.s / R.R.I.F.s / G.I.C.s
• Mutual Funds / Term Deposits
•  Insurance (Life, Disability, Critical Illness,  

Long-Term Care, Group)

• Residential Mortgages
• Registered Disability Savings Plans (RDSPs)
• Registered Education Savings Plans (RESPs)
• Tax Free Savings Accounts
• Financial / Estate / Succession Planning
• Retiring Allowances / Severances
• Health Plans and Travel Insurance

Derek J. Lanting
CFP, CPCA

northvalleydesign.ca

ATTENTION  
CARPENTERS

DESIGN 
BUILD 
DELIVER

WE’RE HIRING. We’re looking for Journeyman Carpenters 
to join our team. Call (250) 847-1204 or send your resumé 
attn: Tylor Versteeg to smithers@northvalleydesign.ca. 

113

 V O L .  7 0  N O .  0 4  |  F E B R U A R Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1 

*Digital Subscription No. 1659 - Janette Dewit*



109 Portia Drive 
Ancaster, ON L9G 0E8

Bus: 905.304.3303
Cell: 905.512.9321 
Fax: 905.574.1450

Email: jvanandel@cogeco.ca

Serving Ancaster, Dundas, Hamilton and Surrounding Areas

John Van Andel, Sales Representative

Not intended to solicit persons or properties currently under contractual agreement. 
*Based on closed transactions. Source: CREA, REMAX.

146 Mill Street North • Waterdown, Ontario • L0R 2H0
905.689.4852 • www.kitchingsteepeandludwig.com  

TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

KSL_Logo_Rev_CMYK

Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig

July 2014

Joel Reynolds

CMYK

100/60/0/10

70/40/0/0

50/30/0/0

5/35/75/0

0/0/0/0

Rick Ludwig Diane Vanderwoude Russell Garnet van Popta  

Talking with loved ones today helps to ensure 
that your funeral meets the needs of tomorrow. 

Let us help you start  
the conversation.

Watch the videos at AlltheDifference.ca

Serving the greater Burlington,  
Hamilton and Niagara Region

Contact us to set up a free 1/2 hour strategic 
tax and accounting consultation

1(905) 870 0137 | joel@jpcprofessionals.ca

JPC Chartered Professional Accountants offer a total tax and 
accounting service with a specialization in privately owned 
businesses. Thinking of when it’s right to incorporate? Or how 
you can income split? How to sell your business? Or how to 
pass it on to your children tax efficiently? Or do you require 
professionally prepared corporate or personal income tax 
returns and financial statements? With a professional account-
ing designation and a Masters in Tax equivalent come explore 
the opportunities for you and your business with us here at JPC.

Honest. Timely. Thorough.

JOEL D JAGT 
(HONS) B. COMM, CPA, CGA, 
PARTNER

Refugee Sponsorship Coordinator 
(10-15 hours per week) for our sponsorship program starting Jan 1, 2020.

City of Refuge is a committee established by and under the oversight of the Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of North America. 
Our mission is to encourage churches to consider the needs of Christian refugees all over the world with a view to sponsoring 
them to come to Canada. City of Refuge is a Sponsorship Agreement Holder with Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada.

Responsibilities
• Identify refugees to sponsor by reviewing refugee sponsor-

ship applications and assessing their eligibility under the 
private sponsorship program. 

• Prepare and submit high quality sponsorship applications.
• Follow up on sponsorship cases in process and requests for 

application status updates by reviewing files, the refugee 
database, and making inquiries with appropriate agencies

• Inform and connect churches with available settlement and 
integration services, and compile settlement resources for 
sponsors

• Respond to telephone and email inquiries about private 
sponsorship and applications in process

• Research and prepare written communication materials and 
resources to promote the refugee program and post to our 
website

• Attend local and national SAH conferences to network and 
stay well-informed

Qualifications
• Be a committed Christian
• Have compassion for suffering Christians around the world
• Possess strong computer and oral communication skills
• Ability to travel occasionally
• Ability to work independently with minimal supervision
• Prepared to meet, preferably in person, with the committee 

two times per year.

If you are interested in applying for this position, 
please submit a letter of application and resume 
via email jackschoeman@outlook.com to the  
chairman of City of Refuge, Rev. Jack Schoeman 
and pastor of Emmanuel Free Reformed 
Church in Abbotsford, BC. 

The Timothy Project 
     A number of years ago, we made you aware of the 
work of the Reformational Study Centre being done by 
our sister churches in 
South Africa for furthering 
the gospel and preparing 
men for service in the 
churches. This has been a 
wonderful opportunity to 
share the Gospel of Christ 
with those who otherwise 
would not hear it. Over 
the years, this ministry has continued to expand, and 
every day receives requests for theological material 
from Christian users in more than 60 countries across 
the world. 
     The Vineyard Church in Lincoln has partnered with 
the Timothy Project to raise the funds to support this 
ministry that has powerfully affected the lives of so 
many. We are writing with the express intent that you 

prayerfully 
consider our 
request for 
donations to 
support this 
worthwhile 
project.  
In Christ, the 
Timothy Project 
Committee  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 2 Timothy 2:2 

"…and what you have 
heard from me in the 

presence of many 
witnesses entrust to 

faithful men, who will 
be able to teach 

others also." 

Cheques may be addressed to 
Vineyard CanRC with Timothy Project 
in the memo line and sent to: 
   Vineyard Canadian Reformed Church 
   attn. Elsa DeVries  
   4628 John Street, Box 831 
   Beamsville, ON L0R 1B0 
Receipts will be issued as requested.  
If you have any questions please call 
or text (905) 512-1907. 
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 OUR DESIRED  
QUALIFICATIONS:

• Experience in computer software 
(Excel,Word, Outlook, Quickbooks) 

• Provide excellent customer 
service with our clients

• Capabilities to work in a  
fast-paced environment

• Able to answer phone calls 
and organize files

• To work well with others

Full Time Office 
Administrator 

TO BEGIN JUNE 2021 
For interested applicants,  
you may send your resume to 
info@admiralwelding.com 

4685 Fretz Blvd. Beamsville ON

A Caring, Christian Environment

Mount Nemo 
ChristiaN NursiNg hoMe

For more information and resident application 
please contact us at 905.335.3636

www.mountnemochristiannh.on.ca 
4486 Guelph Line, Burlington, Ontario

Wade Van Bostelen, 
fma, cfp®, fcsi, fellow of fpsc™

905.333.0902
1.866.IPC-GROW  (1.866.472.4769)
wbostelen@ipcc.org  www.ipcburlington.ca

101-3430 South Service Road Burlington, ON, L7N 3T9

Live your dream 
THROUGH EFFECTIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Your goals are important to us and we want to help you to 

achieve them by implementing sound financial stewardship 

principles within your personal financial plan. Being mindful of your 

values, financial circumstances, and your long-term aspirations, we 

provide the input, direction, and advice that you need.

 Call today for a consultation!

Jerry Bosscher, 
amp mortgage broker

info@jerrybosscher.ca

866.472.4769 or 905.635.4269

Complimentary Mortgage Review

Before you buy, build, refinance or renew your 
mortgage, call me to ensure that you are getting great 
rates and terms.

	•	 No	fee	to	qualified	borrowers.
	•	 Approvals	and	pre-approvals,	up	to	120	day			
  guarantees.
	•	 Mortgages	for	self-employed.
	•	 Residential	and	commercial.
	•	 Large	volume	enabling	negotiation	of	great	rates		
  & terms.

For more information, please contact:

Mortgage Broker services provided by Mortgage Intelligence 
(Lic#: ON 10428 | SK 315857).

Wade Van Bostelen, 
ba, ma, fma, cfp®, fcsi
905.333.0902
1.866.IPC-GROW		(1.866.472.4769)
wbostelen@ipcc.org		www.ipcburlington.ca

101-3430 South Service Road Burlington, ON, L7N 3T9

Live your dream 
THROUGH EFFECTIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Your	goals	are	important	to	us	and	we	want	to	help	you	to	

achieve	them	by	implementing	sound	financial	stewardship	

principles	within	your	personal	financial	plan.	Being	mindful	of	your	

values,	financial	circumstances,	and	your	long-term	aspirations,	we	

provide	the	input,	direction,	and	advice	that	you	need.

Call today for your free personalized plan!

The right mortgage can help 
build your wealth and save 
you thousands of dollars!
I offer personalized mortgage solutions for your...

4  new purchase

4  refinance or renewal

4  renovation financing

4  debt consolidation

4  investment property

Mortgage Broker services provided by Mortgage Intelligence
Brokerage #10428 HO: 877.667.5483
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PM 40063293  

Confessionally Reformed
 Loving in manner
 Attuned to current issues
 Readable and Reliable
 In Submission to Scripture
Open to constructive criticism
Nurturing Christian living

clarionmagazine.ca

To equip God's people for his glory, 
in faithfulness to Scripture, as summarized 
in the Reformed confessions, Clarion 
adheres to the following core values:
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