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What’s Inside

This issue is led with an editorial from Dr. Jason Van Vliet, 
“Family Devotions: Room for Growth.” One silver lining 
of the current pandemic situation is that for many of us 

we have experienced the slowing down of a too-hectic life. This 
article asks an important question: Are we using this time as an 
opportunity to draw closer to the Lord in devotions?

Continuing from our last issue, we print the second of three 
parts of the “State of Theology” survey data from Tabletalk 
(magazine of Ligonier Ministries).

Issue 5 also contains the Treasures, New & Old meditation, 
the You Asked column, and a press release.

Laura Veenendaal
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L E A D  A R T I C L E

Jason Van Vliet Principal and Professor of Dogmatics  
Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary
Hamilton, Ontario
jvanvliet@crts.c

Family Devotions: 
Room for Growth

These days most of us are spending more time at home. Of course, we wish the COVID-19 
lockdowns would lighten and our freedoms would enlarge. But, to look at one bright side 
for a moment, spending some more time with our families is a good thing, isn’t it? Under 
normal circumstances life easily becomes so hectic: work responsibilities, after-school 
activities, committee meetings, sports teams, shopping excursions, and social outings. One 
event blurs into the next, and before you know it your house turns into a big, revolving door 
with family members dashing in and out, pausing briefly for hellos and hugs in the foyer.

But then the government suddenly clamps down on 
mobility. Our cars spend more time on the driveway than 
the freeway, and general attendance at mealtimes trends 
upward. As hard as this pandemic has been on everyone, 
many families have commented that they do enjoy having 
some more quality time together.

But what about quality time in family devotions? How do 
we participate in them and where we can improve?

Different households but the same Lord
Before going too much further, it is good to acknowledge 
that our households differ greatly. Some of us are single; 
others are married. Some have children at home; others 
do not. Among those who have children, some have little 
ones, while others have young adults in the house. Some 
have regular, predictable work schedules. Others have shift 
work, night shifts, or seasonal work.

Devotions: 

 for Growth Room for Growth
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These differing circumstances impact how family devotions 
shapes up within a household. At a Bible study, one father 
may say, “We have fifteen minutes of Bible reading, discus-
sion, prayer, and singing after supper each day, and it’s such a 
great blessing for our family!” Meanwhile, another man in the 
study group thinks to himself, “Yes, but you’re home for supper 
at 5:30PM every day. My commute is so bad I’m rarely home 
before 7PM. I’m just glad if I make it home in time to give our 
little ones a quick hug yet before they fall asleep.”

Family devotions will not be identical from household to 
household. Still, it ought to be there because every covenant 
household has the same Redeemer and Ruler, and he deserves 
our devotion and thanksgiving each day again: “great is the 
Lord, and greatly to be praised!” (Ps 48:1)

Listening to the Lord first
When it comes to family devotions, a good place to start is 
Deuteronomy 6: “These words that I command you today shall 
be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when 
you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise” 
(vv. 6-7). Let’s take a closer look at the phrases in italics.

From the Heart
“Dad, I have to leave soon, can you hurry up and do devotions?” 
Have you ever heard something like that at your table? Time 
quickly slips away on us, especially if our meals are full of animat-
ed discussions. Still, it is obvious that family devotions are in a 
different category than clearing the table and doing the dishes.  
The latter are chores, while the former is worshipful thanksgiving 
within the family setting.

Whether at meal times or at other points during the day, 
family devotions are not a box to be checked off on our to-do 
list. It is a sacrifice of praise to our God, the fruit of lips and 
hearts that acknowledge his name (Matt 15:8, 9; Heb 13:15). If 
the Word of God is on the tablet of our hearts, as the Lord says 
in Deuteronomy 6, then we will be motivated to make sure our 
family devotions are heartfelt rather than hasty.

Teaching
Especially when there are children in the household, parents 
ought to be actively teaching God’s Word to the next generation. 
Fathers have a leading role in this instruction (Eph 6:4), but moth-
ers also have a vital and central contribution to make (Ps 128:3).
Teaching God’s Word starts with reading it, but it also involves 
explaining Holy Scripture, engaging in discussion about it, and 
exploring how it applies to our daily lives. Are we still taking 
time to read and teach God’s Word? Yes, our pastors and our 

Reformed school teachers are busy with this, too, and we can 
be very thankful for that. But in Deuteronomy 6, our covenant 
God is addressing fathers and mothers, in the first place. Parents, 
our Lord commands us to teach his Word to our children, who 
are ultimately his children. Are we obeying our heavenly Father?

Yet what if there are no (longer) children in the home? That 
may well change the character of the teaching, but regardless 
of age or circumstance, we all still have a lot of learning to 
do. Discussing a Bible passage rather than simply reading it 
promotes deeper learning.

Set times of the day
For most of us, the hours at which we lie down and rise are 
fairly routine. By connecting Scripture reading and prayer to 
these particular moments in our day – our morning and evening 
devotions – we establish healthy routines that promote ongoing 
spiritual vitality. Our medical doctors remind us that eating a 
solid meal, three times a day, is good for our bodies, much 
better than sporadic snacking and occasional binge eating. 
Likewise, our LORD teaches us that having a disciplined devo-
tional life is healthy for our souls, also the tender, young ones 
that the Lord has placed within our nurturing care.

Also, connecting family devotions to our mealtimes has much 
to commend to it. After all, the apostle Paul reminds us that food 
is to be received with thanksgiving (1 Tim 4:3), and our Saviour 
himself gave thanks before he broke bread and portioned out 
the fish (Matt 15:36).

Of course, we need not restrict our devotions to the 
morning and evening hours or our mealtimes. The phrase in 
Deuteronomy 6, “when you lie down and when you rise,” is a 
merism. In other words, it is a figure of speech in which two 
parts, waking up and going to sleep, are used to refer to the 
whole day. The point is that devotions should be consistent and 
frequent. The apostle Paul also confirms this when he writes, 

“pray without ceasing” or “pray constantly” (1 Thess 5:17).

Woven into daily activities
Finally, there are spontaneous, or perhaps better said, unplanned 
yet most appropriate times of family devotion. These happen 
as you sit in your home and as you walk by the way. Situations 
arise, things happen within a family. None of it occurs by chance 
for all things come from our heavenly Father’s hand. As such, 
there are numerous opportunities to offer a prayer to our God 
or to make a connection to his Word.

Sing to the Lord!
Scripture reading, discussion, and prayer are staples of family 
devotions, but what about song? In Ephesians 5 the apostle 

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E

120 *Digital Subscription No. 1659 - Janette Dewit*



Paul gives us a clear instruction to sing, “Be filled with the Spirit, 
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart” 
(vv. 18-19).

One of the most enjoyable and edifying ways to fulfill 
this command is by participating in congregational singing. 
(And during COVID restrictions, oh, how our hearts yearn to 
join the festive throng of Psalm 42 and sing together!) But is 
congregational singing the only way to fulfil this command? It 
is interesting that Ephesians 5:20 continues, “… giving thanks 
always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” To state the obvious, we are not always in 
church. We spend many hours at home. That logically leads to 
the question: are we also singing in our homes?

Now, if we have school-aged children at home, then 
including singing in our family devotions comes more natur-
ally. Students in our Reformed elementary schools memorize 
psalms and hymns. Among many other blessings, this excel-
lent custom brings worshipful singing into some of our homes. 
But what about the many other households that do not have 
elementary-aged children? Is singing to the Lord also heard 
within those walls? If not, how can grow in the joy of house-
hold singing?

Despite the many negative effects of COVID restrictions, one 
positive outcome can be that we are prompted to sing – some-
what hesitantly perhaps – more psalms and hymns in our homes 
during the livestreamed worship services on Sunday. But what 
about the rest of the week? When the Holy Spirit summons us 
to sing, he does not limit this only to Sundays. Let God’s people 
sing during the rest of the week, too!

Some households are more accustomed to singing togeth-
er than others. To be sure, singing with five or seven around 
the table is so much nicer than with one or two. Yet our motiv-
ation for singing to the Lord is not the quality or quantity of our 
voices but rather the marvellous and merciful works of our God. 
So, what can we do to enhance psalm singing in our homes?

See sidebar.

During this pandemic many have asked: are we head-
ing into a new normal? Will our routines ever return to their 
pre-COVID rhythms? 

Maybe there is another way of looking at it. Will the rhythms 
and routines of our daily devotions grow and improve during 
this time of COVID restrictions? And even if, one day, all the 
restrictions are gone, will family devotions within our house-
holds settle into a new and improved normal? Let us pray that 
it will be so.  

Practical Encouragement
Recognizing that things will work out differently in different 
households. Here are some concrete suggestions: 

•	 Be	purposeful	about	setting	aside	sufficient	time	
for family devotions. Establish regular times for family 
devotions. If at all possible, seek out at least one time 
every day that the entire family can participate. Shape 
up everyone’s daily agendas around that time. If Dad 
is out of town, consider bringing him in via video chat. 
Having Dad join, and even lead, family devotions when 
he is out of town is one (and perhaps the only) good use 
of a cell phone at the dinner table.

•  Include Scripture reading and teaching, prayer, and 
singing in your family devotions. If teaching and 
discussing Scripture passages, as well as singing, are 
not presently part of your family worship, adding them 
in may be initially challenging. Be encouraged, it will feel 
more natural over time. Also, there are helpful resour-
ces. Solid, Reformed, devotional books can prompt 
and enhance teaching and discussion. Moreover, if the 
voices in your household need musical guidance or 
augmentation, consider purchasing CDs of the psalms 
and hymns or searching online for MP3s to download. 
Thinking outside the box for a moment, maybe our local 
Reformed schools can find a simple way to record the 
children singing their memory work and then make this 
available to all the households in their supporting school 
communities. We certainly have the technology to bring 
accompaniment and additional voices right into our 
homes. Can we find a way to do this, so that it is more 
enjoyable for all of our households to sing praises to 
our God?

•  Give our utmost for his Highest. There is a classic, daily 
devotional by Oswald Chambers entitled Our Utmost for 
His Highest. In reality, though, our devotional times do 
not always have that “utmost” feeling to them. Younger 
children can be cranky and tired around supper time. 
Older children may have schedules for work and lectures 
that are all over the map. Moods can be sour, negatively 
affecting not only the atmosphere at the table but also 
devotions after the meal. Yet we need not despair. The 
atoning grace of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, also covers 
the deficiencies of our family devotions. Moreover, we 
pray for his Spirit to help us mature daily in knowing our 
Lord and praising him.
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The people yelling these words from Mark 15:29-30 added 
to the immense humiliation that Jesus experienced on 
the cross. What makes these comments uniquely sharp 

is that they take hold of words Jesus spoke himself and attempt 
to “throw them back into his face,” so to speak. “Jesus, you said 
you were powerful, but it is clear you were completely wrong!”

Christians can sometimes look at Jesus Christ’s humiliation 
exclusively as a big theological concept: the pre-incarnate Son 
of God humbles himself to become a human being, and to 
suffer and die on a shameful cross. A humiliating descent into 
hell. This is the message of Philippians 2:6-11 and this is indeed 
the great humiliation of Christ. But the danger of only looking 
at Christ’s humiliation in these terms is that it could become 
something completely unrelatable to us. In some respects it 
is unrelatable, given how glorious Jesus was and how far he 
humbled himself, but we can quickly lose sight of the fact that 
in Jesus Christ “we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses” (Heb 4:15). To put it another 
way, Jesus knows what it is like to be teased and mocked unjust-
ly for things he said that were true. Jesus also knows what it is 
like to have people bully him and use words to try to make him 
feel like something less than dirt. 

If you have ever experienced public and unfair humiliation, 
whether it was in a group of friends in your high school, or 
maybe somebody said something that ridiculed you at a public 
meeting, the first temptation is to want to strike back and vindi-
cate yourself somehow. 

Romans 12:19 reminds Christians to never avenge them-
selves, but leave it to the wrath of God. Jesus Christ displays 
this as he hears these taunts on the cross. He doesn’t need to 
vindicate himself, even though of all people he was the most 
capable of doing this. He could save himself. He was going 
to rebuild the temple in three days. But Jesus leaves it in his 

Father’s hands and endures this shame so that all sinners can 
cling to his suffering in their place.

The second reaction that people who are publicly humili-
ated have is a tendency to slink back and close up. They harbor 
resentment inside. This latter option leaves a person feeling 
very alone and rejected and not knowing who to turn to. Many 
people have suffered humiliation in life-scarring ways. 

But the gospel reveals a Saviour who has endured all degrees 
of humiliation, and can sympathize with us as no other can. He 
is not indifferent to our humiliation. No, he cares more than 
all others because he himself has experienced that pain in far 
greater ways than any of us. 

We are sinners who are part of a sinful human race that has 
brought these kinds of experiences into God’s good creation. 
As much as we may have incurred humiliation in some unfair 
way, no one is faultless; no one, except of course the one who is 
like us in every respect, yet without sin (Heb 4:15). We can bring 
our burdens humbly to him, trusting that as our best brother, 
he will always care about those who turn to him for help.  

For Further Study
1.  What forms of humiliation have you experienced? 

Has it affected your confidence? Do you fear being 
publicly ridiculed for lack of knowledge? 

2.  How does what Jesus Christ did for sinners affect 
how you will respond to those that attempt 
or even succeed at humiliating you?

T R E A S U R E S  N E W  &  O L D   : :   M A T T H E W  1 3 : 5 2

Humiliation
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,  

save yourself and come down from the cross!” (Mark 15:29-30)

Jeff Poort Minister 
Grace Canadian Reformed Church
Kerwood, Ontario 
jeffpoort@gmail.com
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THE  

State 
OF 

Theology
(2 of 3)

Every other year since 2014, Ligonier Ministries has partnered with LifeWay Research to survey 
the beliefs of Americans on a number of theological and ethical issues. Like past surveys, the 
2020 State of Theology survey reveals some encouraging results, but it also reveals confusion 
and a lack of theological knowledge among evangelicals. In this article, we will take a look at 
each of the thirty-one questions on the survey in an attempt to help readers understand the 
orthodox Christian view on these issues as well as the biblical grounds for it. 

To take the survey yourself and explore the data, go to www.thestateoftheology.com. New this year is the option to create a group survey that you can send 
to your friends, family, or church. It’s completely confidential and is a great way to start a discussion on what the people in your community believe.

This article was first published in Tabletalk, the Bible study magazine of Ligonier Ministries. Find out  
more at TabletalkMagazine.com or try it free for three months today at TryTabletalk.com.
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11. Everyone sins a little, but most people are good by nature
The idea that people are basically good by nature echoes the 
ancient Pelagian heresy, which affirmed that Adam’s sin affect-
ed Adam alone. According to this view, human nature was not 
affected by Adam’s fall. Scripture teaches otherwise, asserting 
that Adam’s sin affected all his natural-born posterity (Rom 5:12–
14). By nature, human beings are “children of wrath” (Eph 2:3). 
This is the theological point behind the phrase total depravity – 
the T in TULIP. This doctrine is found throughout both the Old 
and New Testaments (e.g., Gen. 6:5; Ps 14:1–3; 143:2; Eccl 7:20; 
Isa. 64:6; Mark 7:18–23; Rom 1:21–32; 3:10–18, 23; 8:5–8; Gal 
4:3; Eph 2:1–3; 4:17–19; Titus 3:3).

Christians can become confused because Scripture teach-
es that human beings were created by God in his image (Gen 
1:26–27), and God calls all that he created good (v. 31). If every-
thing that God created is good, and if God created human 
nature, then isn’t human nature necessarily good? Yes. As 
originally created, human nature was good. However, part of 
human nature is the human will. The first human beings had the 
responsibility to align their created wills perfectly with God’s 
will – to obey him. Instead, they disobeyed God. Like Satan, they 
turned their will, as it were, perpendicular to God’s will, intro-
ducing sin and misery into the world and into their own natures. 
In other words, they sinned. When they did this, human nature 
was distorted and corrupted. Like begets like, and all humans 
are now born with a corrupted and fallen human nature. Human 
beings are now born slaves to sin.

This is why the claim that “everyone sins a little” is also 
incorrect. We tend to measure ourselves against other human 
beings, and we like to pick the absolute worst specimens for 
comparison. We like to compare ourselves to people like Adolf 
Hitler, Joseph Stalin, or Mao Zedong. It’s easy to feel good about 
ourselves if the standard is refraining from killing millions of 
human beings. But this is not the standard by which the Word 
of God measures sin. The standard is God’s will, and the require-
ment is perfect obedience to that will. “Whoever keeps the 
whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it” 
(James 2:10; see Gal 3:10). The question is not, Did you refrain 
from murdering millions today? The question is, Did you perfect-
ly “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind” today, and did you perfectly love 

“your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:37–39)? How often did you 
fail to do this perfectly? Was it just “a little”? No. We fail to do 
this a lot, and that means we sin a lot. This is why we need the 
perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. He is the only One who 
has ever perfectly fulfilled the law.

By Keith A. Mathison Professor of systematic theology  
at Reformation Bible College in Sanford, Fla. 
Dr. Mathison is author of several books,  
including The Lord’s Supper.
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12. Even the smallest sin deserves eternal damnation
This statement is difficult for some Christians to affirm because 
we frequently lose sight of the true nature of sin. We fail to grasp 
the true nature of sin because we do not grasp the true nature 
of the holiness of God. When we begin to understand better 
the holiness of God, we begin to get a clearer understanding of 
how utterly evil sin is. To be as blunt as possible, all sin is satanic. 
Every time we commit any sin, we are following in Satan’s foot-
steps. We are turning against our holy God, spitting in his face, 
and defiantly saying to him, “Not Thy will, but my will be done.”

A seemingly “small” sin, eating a piece of fruit, led to the 
fall of humanity and the curse under which all creation still 
groans (Rom 8:18–24). Many people, even Christians, look at 

this and ask how a just God could 
inflict such a punishment for eating a 
piece of fruit. What they fail to realize 
is that in the act of eating that piece 
of fruit, Adam and Eve were doing 
much more than biting and chew-
ing food. They were trusting the 
serpent rather than God (Gen 3:3–6) 
and disobeying a direct command 

of God (2:17). In doing so, they were choosing to follow Satan 
rather than God. The moment they acted on that temptation, 
they became, in effect, Satanists and “children of the devil” (1 
John 3:10).

Because God is holy, his will is completely holy. It is perfectly 
pure and good and beautiful. It is light without any darkness 
(1 John 1:5). To depart from it in any way, even to the smallest 
degree, is to blasphemously declare that our fallen and corrupt 
human wills are to be preferred to God’s will. Yes, there are 
degrees of sin (John 19:11). But all sin is a choice of our will 
over God’s will. Once the created will has chosen itself over 
God, holiness and justice require that it be judged, and “the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23). On its own, that fallen will 
cannot return to perfect alignment with God’s will because 
it has already become deformed and corrupted. Satan and 
those angels who followed him did this, and hell was prepared 
for them (Matt 25:41). Satan deceived our first parents, and 
they likewise chose their own will over God’s will. By his grace, 
however, God offers redemption for human beings who repent 
and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God.

13. God counts a person as righteous not because of one’s works  
but only because of one’s faith in Jesus Christ

This statement concerns the biblical doctrine of justification by 
faith alone. Westminster Shorter Catechism 33 provides us with 
a good concise summary of this doctrine: “Justification is an act 
of God’s free grace, wherein he pardons all our sins, and accepts 
us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to us, and received by faith alone.” Justification is an act 
of grace (Rom 3:24). Grace, by definition, is a gift, not a wage 
earned for works we have done (4:4). By this act of God’s grace, 
He pardons all our sins (vv. 6–8), and in him we “become the right-
eousness of God” (2 Cor 5:21). This is because Christ’s perfect 
righteousness is imputed to us (Rom 4:11; 5:19). We receive this 
by faith alone (Gal 2:16; Phil 3:9).

The doctrine of justification by faith alone was at the heart of 
the sixteenth-century Reformation debate. Over time, Roman 

Catholic theologians had conflated justification with regenera-
tion and sanctification and had developed a complex doctrine of 
grace and salvation rooted in their sacramental system. According 
to Rome, redemption was accomplished objectively by Christ. 
Its application to people is called justification. This subjective 
aspect of redemption requires the cooperation of man. In Roman 
Catholic theology, there are a number of different categories of 
grace, but key to the doctrine of justification is the idea that grace 
is God’s supernatural gift to man in the work of redemption. The 
most important distinction for the doctrine of justification is the 
distinction between actual grace and habitual grace. Actual grace 
is a gift from God that enables us to act as we ought. Habitual 
grace is sanctifying/justifying grace that is infused into the soul, 
thereby changing the soul and restoring it. The Council of Trent, 
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a sixteenth-century Roman Catholic council, defined habitual 
grace’s effects in terms of regeneration and sanctification. One 
receives this grace by means of the sacrament of baptism, and if 
it is lost through mortal sin, it can be regained through the sacra-
ment of penance (i.e., confession or reconciliation).

The Protestant Reformers rejected the idea of human cooper-
ation in the work of justification and distinguished justification 
from regeneration and sanctification. Instead of saying that we 
are justified because we have been made inherently righteous, 
they argued, on the basis of the biblical texts cited above and 
many others, that our sins are imputed to Christ and his perfect 

righteousness is imputed to us. We receive this righteousness 
by faith and by faith alone. Therefore, we are declared righteous 
(justified) on the grounds of Christ’s perfect righteousness that 
has been imputed to us. This justification cannot be separated 
from regeneration and sanctification, but it must be distin-
guished from them.

14. The Bible, like all sacred writings, contains helpful accounts 
of ancient myths but is not literally true

The root of the mistake in this statement is the assumption that 
the Bible is one among many in the broad category of “sacred 
writings.” Christians reject that premise. The “sacred” writings 
of other religions are nothing more than the works of human 
imagination. Holy Scripture, on the other hand, is absolutely 
unique in that it is theopneustos or “God-breathed” (2 Tim 3:16). 
Above and behind its human authors stand the divine Author (2 
Pet 1:20–21). It is, therefore, the very Word of God.

The phrase “literally true” is often used by Christians in ambigu-
ous ways that can cause confusion. Everything the divine Author 

intended to affirm as true in Scripture is true, but sometimes 
the divine Author chose to use metaphors and other figurative 
language to teach these truths. Isaiah 55:12, for example, speaks 
of a time in the future when the hills will sing and the trees will 
clap their hands. That which God intends to teach here is true, 
but he uses figurative (nonliteral) language to do so. As John 
Calvin said about the language in this verse, “They are metaphors, 
by which he shows that all the creatures bow to the will of God, 
and rejoice and lend their aid to carry on his work.”

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E

126 *Digital Subscription No. 1659 - Janette Dewit*



15. The Bible is 100% accurate in all that it teaches
The easiest way to understand why Christians rightly affirm this 
statement is to substitute the word God for the Bible in the 
statement. God, of course, is 100 percent accurate in all that 
he teaches. No Christian would deny that statement, but is the 
substitution of those words legitimate? Yes, because the Bible 
is God’s Word. Paul writes: “All Scripture is breathed out by 
God” (2 Tim 3:16). Peter explains how this relates to the human 
authors: “For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by 
the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet 1:21).

God, then, is the primary author of Scripture, and his Word 
is truth (John 17:17). He cannot lie (Titus 1:2; Heb 6:18). Based 
on the fact that Holy Scripture is God-breathed, the Chicago 
Statement on Biblical Inerrancy states: “We affirm that Scripture, 
having been given by divine inspiration, is infallible, so that, far 
from misleading us, it is true and reliable in all the matters it 
addresses” (Article 11).

In order to understand what “100 percent accurate” means, 
we also have to keep in mind other relevant facts about 
Scripture. For example, God accurately reveals some truths by 
means of figurative language. This means that to understand 
what the Bible is accurately teaching, it is absolutely necessary 
to understand the various genres found in Scripture. Poetry, for 
example, is not interpreted in the same way that historical prose 
is interpreted. Both are accurate, but each follows different rules 
appropriate to the genre. Furthermore, some of what is found 
in the biblical prose narratives are records of sinful thoughts, 
words, and deeds. These sins are accurately reported, but they 
are not commended.

In short, Scripture is the authoritative Word of God, and 
everything God intended to teach in it is 100 percent accurate. 
Readers, however, have to understand some of the different 
ways that he taught truths in the 
Bible. God is always accurate. Our 
interpretations sometimes are not.

16. Modern science disproves the Bible
To get to the heart of this statement and discern whether it is 
true, we have to take a step back and look at the various rela-
tionships among aspects of God’s creation, God’s Word, and the 
human interpretations of both. God created the heavens and 
the earth and all that is in them (Gen 1:1). God also breathed 
out the Holy Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16). God reveals himself in 
both (Rom 1:19–20; Exod 34:6–7). God’s revelation of himself 
in his created works is called general revelation. His revelation 
of himself in Scripture is called special revelation. Since God is 
the One revealing himself in both, his general revelation and 
his special revelation cannot contradict each other. Things get 
more complicated, however, when we bring fallible human 
beings into the picture.

Human beings can study the stuff of creation (the works of 
God’s hands) and/or what God reveals about himself in those 
works. The natural sciences study the stuff of creation (stars, 

rocks, oceans, animals, energy, molecules, etc.). Natural theol-
ogy studies what can be known of God through a consideration 
of these created things. In a similar way, human beings can also 
study the materials used to write the Bible and/or what God 
reveals about himself in the Bible. Papyrology, for example, stud-
ies the physical materials used to write the Bible (papyrus, inks, 
etc.). The fields of biblical theology and systematic theology 
study what can be known about God through a consideration 
of the content of the biblical texts. Because all these studies 
are carried out by fallible human beings, the results of any of 
them can be mistaken. Natural scientists and natural theologians 
can each misinterpret the stuff of creation in their own particu-
lar ways. Papyrologists and theologians can each misinterpret 
Scripture in their own particular ways.

Modern science, the fallible human study of creation, cannot 
disprove the Bible, which is God’s special revelation. The only 
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thing that science can potentially disprove is fallible human 
interpretations of the biblical text, but it has to be remembered 
that the scientists are also fallible and capable of misinterpreta-
tion. Scientists can disprove incorrect interpretations of creation 
by other scientists. Sometimes science can disprove incorrect 
interpretations of the Bible. If, for example, someone reads 

Revelation 7:1 and its language 

about the four corners of the earth and concludes that the earth 
is actually a flat square, then the natural science that studies 
the planet God created can correct that misinterpretation and 
help us see that Revelation must be speaking metaphorically 
here. Science cannot disprove the Bible, but it can occasionally 
disprove faulty human interpretations of the Bible that touch 
on the stuff of creation.

17. God will always reward true faith with material blessings in this life
This statement reflects the teaching of the so-called prosperity 
gospel, which is in fact a false gospel. Those who are teach-
ing it are twisting Scripture to make themselves wealthy. God 
certainly does pour out his blessings on the faithful, but it is 
not always great material wealth. Paul, for example, proclaims 
the “unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph 3:7–8). He is not talk-
ing about Jesus’s money. He’s talking about Jesus. The pursuit 
of the “riches of Christ” is to be our priority, and that is very 
often accompanied by suffering and persecution, not fabulous 
wealth (Matt 5:10–12; John 15:20; Rom 5:3; 2 Cor 1:6; 12:10; 
Phil 1:29; 1 Thess 2:2; 2 Tim 2:3; 3:12; Heb 11:36; 1 Peter 3:14; 
4:16, 19; 5:9–10).

Jesus himself warned us of the danger of putting material 
wealth before God. He said that we are to lay up treasures in 
heaven rather than on earth (Matt 6:19–21). But how can earthly 
treasure be dangerous? Because it can subtly takes our eyes 

and hearts away from God. Even 
worse, it can make God a means 

to a worldly end. True blessing is being content regardless of 
how much or how little material wealth we have (Phil 4:11–12). 
Those who are rich in material goods are called not to trust in 
those riches but also to be rich in good works (1 Tim 6:17–19).

The prosperity “gospel” creates an unbiblical attitude toward 
the poor. It implies that those who are poor must not have 
enough faith. This ignores the entire tenor of Scripture. Consider, 
for example, the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 
16:19–31). Which of these two was truly blessed? The rich man 
who refused to help the poor and who went to hell? Or Lazarus, 
the one who prosperity preachers would say didn’t have enough 
faith but who went to heaven? Over and over, Scripture warns 
us that material riches can be a danger to faith. Jesus said it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God (Luke 18:24–25). Paul 
said that the love of money is the root of all manner of evils (1 
Tim 6:9–10). The Bible indicates that riches can be deceitful 
(Mark 4:19). So is the prosperity gospel.
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18. Hell is a real place where certain people will be punished forever
There are few doctrines that are more commonly denied 
by professing Christians today than the doctrine of hell, yet 
Christ himself said more about the subject than anyone else in 
Scripture. If Christians, by definition, are those who follow Christ, 
we cannot simply ignore what he said on this subject. Jesus 
himself spoke of hell as a fearful reality, a place of eternal punish-
ment for those who die without faith and remain unrepentant.

Jesus speaks of hell as a reality in his Sermon on the Mount 
(Matt 5:22, 29–30). A little later he says: “Do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell” (10:28). Jesus describes 
hell as a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth (13:42). He 

says physical mutilation would be preferable to hell (18:8–9; 
Mark 9:43). Regarding how long the punishment of hell will 
last, Jesus says that it is as eternal as the bliss of heaven will 
be for the redeemed (Matt 25:46; John 3:36). The same word 
describes the duration of both.

Jesus, who would know better than anyone else, told us in 
no uncertain terms that hell is real, that hell is eternal, and that 
hell awaits all who reject him. We may find this teaching discon-
certing. We may find it disturbing. But 
if we reject it, we are calling Jesus 
untruthful.

19. There will be a time when Jesus Christ returns to judge all the people who have lived

In the Nicene Creed, Christians confess that we believe in one 
Lord Jesus Christ who, after his death and resurrection “ascended 
into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and he shall 
come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead.” This 
creedal statement is a concise summary of biblical doctrine. The 
biblical account of the ascension of Christ is found in Acts 1:9. The 
same passage promises that Jesus will return at some unspecified 
time in the future (Acts 1:11). Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 speaks of 
Christ’s being seated at the right hand of the Father (vv. 34–36). 
That is where he is now. He has received his kingdom and all 
authority in heaven and on earth (Dan 7:13–14; Matt 28:18). He 
is now putting all enemies beneath his feet (1 Cor 15:25).

Paul’s most extensive discussion of the future second advent 
of Christ is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18, but he supple-
ments it in other places such as 1 Corinthians 15. As Paul 

explains, at the second advent of Christ, the dead in Christ will 
be raised first, and then those Christians who are alive at the 
time of his return will be caught up with him (1 Thess 4:16–17). 
The dead in Christ will be raised imperishable, and those who 
are alive will be changed (1 Cor 15:52). At the final judgment, 
Jesus will be the judge (John 5:22; Acts 10:42; Rom 2:16; 2 Cor 
5:10). The nature and results of this final judgment are vividly 
described in Revelation 20:11–15. All stand before the Great 
White Throne. Those whose names are not found written in the 
Book of Life are cast into the lake of fire. The redeemed will 
enter a new heaven and new earth 
where they will be face-to-face with 
the Lord forever (Rev 22:1–5).
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20. Worshipping alone or with one’s family is a valid  
replacement for regularly attending church

Worshipping alone and with one’s family is encouraged in 
Scripture and in the Reformed tradition. In fact, the Westminster 
Assembly produced a short Directory for Family Worship that 
explains both. We see the beginnings of family worship very 
early in Scripture during the patriarchal period under the leader-
ship of men such as Abraham, who was required to circumcise 
the males in his household (Gen 17). At the time of the exodus, 
each family was to observe the Passover in their home (Exod 
12:3, 26–27). All families were to teach their children the law 
(Deut 6:6–7). Jewish worship became more institutionalized with 
the establishment of the tabernacle, the priesthood, and the 
sacrifices, but individual worship, family worship, and corporate 
worship were all observed. After the destruction of the temple, 
the synagogue was established as a form of corporate worship 
and was still in existence at the time of Christ and the early 
church (Matt 4:23; 9:35; Acts 13:5; 17:7).

All three forms of worship are still to be practiced today. 
As individuals, we are to worship God in private prayer (Matt 
6:6). As families, we are to continue to worship together (Acts 
16:15). But neither of these replaces corporate worship. Given 
the long Jewish history of corporate worship and the fact that 

the first converts to Christ were Jews (2:41), God would have 
to have stated clearly that a radical change had taken place 
in what he expected if corporate worship had suddenly been 
made optional for Christians. This did not happen. And the early 
church “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (v. 42).

Paul’s writings assume corporate worship. In 1 Corinthians 
11:18, he writes, “For, in the first place, when you come together 
as a church....” It is assumed that the Corinthian Christians will be 
coming together to meet as a church. The same is assumed in 
1 Corinthians 14:23 when Paul discusses worship in the corpor-
ate gatherings. Corporate worship is required for differently 
gifted believers to build one another up. It is why the author 
to the Hebrews writes, “And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet togeth-
er, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near” (Heb 10:24–25).  
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Y O U  A S K E D

Let me start out by reflecting on the reference to Paul’s description of a Near Death Experience 
(NDE) in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4. Who wouldn’t wish to experience something like that, so that you 
would really know that God exists? Some people do have an experience like it, and they can tell 

you about it afterwards. Mysterious stories they are – though, sometimes you can recognize the circum-
stances. Someone who was in the hospital, sick, miserable, between consciousness and unconsciousness, 
and all of a sudden he sees a bright light. People who were in coma for a while but who came out of it 
afterward and then tell a story like this: they were walking through a long hallway or corridor and at the 
end they saw a wonderful light, a beautiful garden. Impressive! Unforgettable! Ever since they had an 
experience like that, they’re not afraid of death any longer.

What Should We Take From 

Near Death 
Experiences?
As Reformed believers we do not speak much about heaven or what it will be like to be in heaven. 
What, then, should we take from Near Death Experiences (NDE)? Many give amazing pictures of 
heaven. Some as well horrifying pictures of hell. Many also believe this is what the apostle Paul had 
in what he describes in 2 Corinthians 12.
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William den Hollander, Minister emeritus 
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church 
Toronto, Ontario 
denhollanderw@gmail.com

How do we deal with stories like this? Do we advise people to 
be silent about their special experiences to protect others from 
envy, discontentment, or feelings of doubt? So, what about Paul, 
what about the Scriptures? This is exactly what he is speaking 
about, right? In his epistle to the Corinthians, Paul is dealing with 
opponents who were boasting in their experiences, spiritual 
and otherwise. Paul only came with the gospel (and not very 
eloquently at that), the fulfilment of the Law, etc. All he could 
boast about was the Lord! O sure, the story of his conversion 
on the way to Damascus was something, or the event of the 
earthquake in the jail at Philippi, or the times that he spoke in 
tongues; those were nice stories. Paul, however, didn’t really 
want to talk about them; Paul wanted to be a servant rather than 
talk about himself. All he wishes to speak about was Jesus Christ 
and him crucified. And yet, now we hear him speak about such 
a special experience.

Indeed, Paul is speaking about an NDE; it’s part of what he 
calls his discourse in foolishness. He tells about a vision he has 
had some time ago. His approach is peculiar, though. He wants 
to avoid every impression that he is boasting in himself. That’s 
why he packages his story in a report on what happened to 
someone, a man in Christ, who fourteen years ago was caught 
up to the third heaven. “A man in Christ,” he says, but from 
the whole context it’s clear that he is speaking about himself. 
Every commentator as well is convinced that he is sharing a very 
special experience he himself has had. He heard inexpressible 
things, he says, which is something Paul himself only can know. 
You can deduce it from the verses 6 and 7 too, “So no one will 
think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, to keep 
me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly 
great revelations.” Just imagine the experience though: caught 
up to the third heaven; that is God’s heaven, the highest heav-
en, the heaven where God’s throne is! How did it happen, and 
where and when? In Lystra, for instance, where he was stoned 
and dragged outside the city for dead? Who knows? It was 
terrific, though, wonderful, and glorious!

Do they really happen, special experiences like that? Yes, they 
do! People do see those bright lights, experience unforgettable 
events, and mind-boggling visions! What do you do with them 
though? Nothing much when it comes to other people. It’s 
something very personal. Yet, no one can verify, really, whether it 
is true, or can imagine what it’s like. Paul, therefore, doesn’t want 

to boast about it, even if he could, “So no one will think more of 
me than is warranted by what I do or say.” That’s a very import-
ant statement! In the church, Paul says, it’s not about personal 
experiences but about things that we can enjoy together. In the 
church it’s not about personal revelations but about the Word 
of God that’s proclaimed. That’s how God works!

Why, then, does the apostle Paul share this experience? Well, 
he does so reluctantly, he says in verse 1, and there is nothing 
to be gained by it. Hence, he takes the personal aspect out of 
it and pretends that he is sharing someone else’s experience. 
It’s not about me, he shows, but about Christ, Christ and his 
salvation. That can be verified, and its fulfilment can be shown. 
On the basis of God’s Word, it can benefit the readers and 
listeners. In the church it should not be a matter of my personal 
experiences but about what we all share in Jesus Christ, and 
what we all have in common in his Word and through his Spirit!

Well, in this Word of God we read of many who received 
more than just NDE. We even read of resurrections and visions 
of heaven in the Bible. You can think of the widow’s son (1 Kgs 
17:17-24), Jairus’s daughter (Matt 9:18-26), the unnamed saints 
(Matt 27:52-53), or Lazarus (John 11:1-44), Dorcas (Acts 9:36-
421), and Eutychus (Acts 20:9-12). No one who came back from 
the dead in Scripture gave an account of the afterlife, including 
Lazarus, who spent four days in heaven. All those who had visions 
only showed fear, reverence, and worship (Isa 6:5; Rev 1:17; Ezek 
1:28; Dan 10:9). The focus was on God and his glory! We will not 
question whether someone had an NDE, but we can evaluate the 
phenomenon and accounts of NDE in light of Scripture. Those 
in Scripture who had NDE, or had died and were resurrected 
from the dead, or had visions of heaven, did not give detailed 
accounts of the experiences. The Bible alone is sufficient for 
Christian faith and life (Rom 10:17; Heb 1:1-2). The Holy Spirit 
works through the Word of God, not someone’s NDE! 
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Opening and roll call
The chairman of the Board, Rev. J. Louwerse, led in opening 
devotions. All governors were present. Dr. Van Vliet was present 
as Principal and administrative assistant L. Kuizenga was present 
to take the minutes of the meeting. 

Memorabilia
Information was shared about the personal circumstances of 
emeriti professors, as well as widows and families of professors.

Minutes and agenda
The minutes of the meeting held on September 10, 2020 were 
approved. The agenda for the meeting was established.

Decisions, reports, agenda items
1. The Board received a letter from Dr. A. J. de Visser in 

which he requested that he be allowed to retire when he 
turns 65. This would mean that he teaches until the end 
of the 2022-2023 academic year (two and a half years 
from now). Normally a professor is required to give two 
years notice. Dr. de Visser is giving notice of his request 
early due to the fact that Synod is scheduled to meet in 
2022 and needs to appoint his successor. The Board de-
cided to grant Dr. de Visser’s request. This will result in 
an upcoming vacancy in the role of professor of Ministry 
and Mission. According to CRTS protocols, the Academ-
ic Committee appointed a search committee, which will 
consult with the Senate and the churches in Canada and 
Australia, seeking suggestions for those who might serve 
as professor of Ministry and Mission. Currently, Dr. de 
Visser has already served at CRTS for sixteen years.

2. The Board received a letter from the staff at CRTS, ask-
ing for improved communication between the Board and 

staff. They ask that staff be given access to Board minutes 
and non-confidential reports so they are more aware of 
decisions made which might affect them in their tasks. 
The Board approved this request.

3. The Distance Education Committee gave a brief update 
on their work. Due to the COVID-19 crisis, CRTS has made 
a solid start in offering hybrid education. All students who 
are able to attend in-person and on campus do so, while 
online learning is available for foreign students who are 
not able to come to Hamilton due to difficulties or delays 
with student visas. The online option is also used when 
the pandemic makes it impossible to meet in-person. This 
follows the approach the Board adopted in Sept 2020: on 
campus as much as possible, online as much as necessary. 
The investment in video/audio hardware and software al-
lows for an interactive integration of online and on-cam-
pus students. The new learning management system and 
student information system allow automatic recording of 
lectures and access to these both when they are deliv-
ered and afterwards. A hybrid education survey was con-
ducted among the students (both those in person and 
those studying online). The Senate reflected on survey 
results and made some notes for the Distance Education 
Committee to consider. There is help available to our fac-
ulty for course design and further consultation in offering 
hybrid education. The Board had a discussion about set-
ting a minimum standard of on-campus study in order to 
receive a degree at CRTS. The Distance Education Com-
mittee will present a full report on hybrid education at the 
September Board meeting.

4. The Committee appointed to investigate the expansion 
of the Pastoral Training Program reported that they had 
met and would report further at the September meeting.
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5. An update was given on the proposed strategic planning 
session, planned for September 2021. Decisions were 
made on a proposed schedule, agenda, and on the list 
of attendees at strategic planning. The brothers were to 
come with a further proposal at our September meeting.

6. The chairman reported on input given to the Deputies for 
Training for the Ministry of the Free Reformed Churches 
of Australia, who are finalizing a report for their synod. 
The Board appreciates the collaborative manner in which 
CRTS can work with these deputies, and for the continued 
support of the Australian churches.

7. A report, with input from the Senate, was presented to the 
Board on the faculty’s workload. This is a matter that has 
had the Board’s concern. We would prefer our professors 
to be busy teaching, researching, and publishing, and 
not to have too much of their time taken up with admin-
istrative matters. This report quantified how much time 
our professors spend on administrative tasks and pro-
posed some matters that could be done by others. Some 
improvements were suggested. This matter will receive 
further consideration by the Senate at our next strategic 
planning session.

8. Revs. C. J. VanderVelde and M. H. VanLuik reported on 
lecture visits to CRTS on November 4-5, 2020, as well as 
on visits with four of the five professors (Dr. de Visser was 
on sabbatical). This report was received with thankfulness.

9. The Finance and Property Committee provided minutes 
of the recent meetings they held. They were received for 
information. They also presented a proposal to amend 
the current investment policy. This was adopted and will 
be passed on to the governance committee for inclusion 
in the handbook and regulations of the seminary.

10. The Governance Committee made proposals to change 
the CRTS Handbook to reflect changes with respect to 
the composition of the Publication Committee, the role of 
the librarian, and the librarian’s freedom of inquiry. These 
proposals were adopted.

11. Margaret Alkema joined the meeting. Last year CRTS was 
blessed with receiving accreditation from the Associa-
tion of Theological Schools (ATS) for the next ten years. 
CRTS is required to follow this up with reports on various 
matters. A plan was adopted, assigning these reports to 
members of the Board, faculty, and staff.

12. The Board received survey results on a Board evaluation 
of itself and by the Senate. This report was received with 
thankfulness.

13. Dr. J. Van Vliet presented his principal’s report, and this 
was received with thankfulness.

14. The Board received a sabbatical report from Dr. de Viss-
er, and an evaluation of it from our principal. This was re-
ceived with thankfulness.

15. The Board received a report from the COVID committee. 
It was received with thankfulness. An institutional readi-
ness plan with respect to COVID-19 was put together to 
allow foreign students to receive visas to travel to Canada. 
Before we received approval, the government amended 
the process, putting in place a list of requirements that a 
college or university needed to meet to be approved. To 
get approval the principal was required to sign an attesta-
tion saying CRTS met those requirements. This has been 
done, and the expectation is that CRTS will soon be put 
on the approved list.

Press release and closing

The completion of the Press Release was delegated to 
the vice-chairman in consultation with the Executive and the 
Principal. Rev. J. Slaa closed the meeting with prayer.

On behalf of the Board of Governors of the Canadian 
Reformed Theological Seminary,

Rev. J. Poppe (Vice-chairman/Corresponding Clerk)
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Jacoba Reinink (nee Hindriks)

 Schoonoord, Drenthe, Holland Fergus, Ontario, Canada 
 January 16, 1931 February 7, 2021

“I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?  
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.”  Psalm 121:1-2
Beloved wife of Frank Reinink † (September 16, 2018) for 64 years ~  
Loving Mother, Oma and Great-Oma to:

Kor & Hilda Reinink (Fluit)
Frank & Anne, Sarena, Brayden, Jared, Eliana  
Fran & John, Kerissa, Karlena, Darren, Danelle  
Cobie & Dan, Melanie, Liam
Henrietta & Kyle, Owen, Kara, Cameron, Aaron  
Elizabeth & Mike, Jayla, Amber, Megan, Kelsy  
Klaarissa & Calvin, Danielle, Lauren, Jenna

Will & Rita Reinink (Attema)
Andrea & Kevin, Emily, Seth, Josh, Nick, lily, Leah  
Derek & Trish, Bree, Curtis, Logan, Natalia, Blake  
Kor & Tara, Nora, Wade, Kendra, Harvey
Jen & Ian, Desmond, Nigel, Mallary

Fred† (2016) & Marg Reinink (Linde)
Jackie & Rob, Jenny, Shiloh, Sawyer, Chase  
Jonathan & Amy, Quinn, Samuel, Faith  
Frank & Emily, Freddie, Eily
Gerald & McKenzie, Preston, Gideon
Lambert & Sharlene, Dominic, Dustin, Sydney
Jenny†
Henrietta & Pete, Carmindy, Brian, Alexis

Jenny & Henry Vos
Elise & Josh, Claire, Audrey  
Paul & Laura, Grace, Theo  
Erik & Rosemary, Luke

Elizabeth & Evert Stryker
Kris & Samantha, Jase, Cameron
Jenna & Aaron, Jackson, Lincoln, Charlotte
Brett & Hannah, Samuel, Amy
Ryan & Vanessa

Bert & Carol Reinink (Seers) 
Shawn 
Jamie, Marley 
Claire & Andy

Henriette & John Wassenaar
Janine & Mark, Isaiah, Nolan, Callum, Cobie
Garrett & Shannon  
 Jonathan & Katy, Reid
Shannon & Nate, Faith, Genevieve, Thalia

Due	to	Covid-19	Restrictions	a	private	family	funeral	was	live-streamed	from	Elora	Canadian Reformed	Church	
(Elora	ON)	on	February	10,	2021	with	Reverend Clarence VanderVelde	officiating.		

We give thanks to the LORD for His grace in the loving and gentle witness of our Mom, Oma, and Great Oma.  She 
truly witnessed the love of Christ in action with a generous servant’s heart all her given days which were 90 years and 
22 days. She held a strong conviction of faith and believed the LORD would take her to His eternal home of rest which 
He did on the Sabbath day of Rest. We praise God for His rich mercy in all of Jacoba’s life though her last 53 days were 
spent in the Fergus Hospital during a time of Covid, His grace was sufficient.

www.davesauto.ca Operating since 1996

Dave and Maaike Buist
7109 Canborough Road, Dunnville, ON  N1A 2W1

Phone: 905-774-3111
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Stan Baker
Peacefully at Mt. Nemo Christian Nursing Home on 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 the Lord called to himself 
Sybrand “Stan” Baker at the age of 88 years.  

Beloved husband of Tina (nee de Wolde) for 61 years. 

Dear father of Yvonne and Roy Spanninga,  
Maria Agatha Baker†, Willem and Rebecca Baker,  

Edward and Lisa Baker, Michael and Evaleen Baker,  
Rob and Jennifer Baker.  

Loved Opa of Mike and Elizabeth, Matthew†,  
Ryan, Kevin and Lee Anne, Charlotte, Andrew, 

Nicholas, Derek, Jeffrey, Amanda, Joshua and Taylor, 
Simon, and Katrina. 

Dear brother and brother-in-law  
of Gre and Piet† Eelhart, Klaas† Bakker,  

Menna† and Jan Jansen, Joke and Albert† Van Dyk,  
Ria and Hein† Van Luik, Marry and Henk Van Dam,  

Willy and Age† DeBruin.  

The Funeral Service was held on Tuesday,  
February 16, 2021 at 10 a.m., Rev. C.J. VanderVelde 

officiated Interment followed at Burlington 
Memorial Gardens.  

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my 
help come?  My help comes from the Lord, who made 

heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1 

Mailing address: 2388 Mountainside Drive,  
Burlington, ON  L7P 1C5
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Richard Jacob Oosterhoff
(Jake)

Dec. 23, 1936 – Jan. 30, 2021

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD who made heaven and earth!

We announce with heavy hearts, yet with peace that 
surpasses all understanding, that our husband, Dad, Opa 
and great Opa was suddenly called by the LORD because  
his task on earth was finished.

Nel Oosterhoff (Lindhout)

Wayne & Jane Oosterhoff (Heemskerk)
  Teri & Adrian Scholtens, Lori & Rob DeJong,  

Deanna & Isaac Allin, Reece & Ang Oosterhoff

Carl & Monica Oosterhoff (Viersen)
  Richard & Elora Oosterhoff, Felicia & Andy Bijlsma,  

Natasha & Ken Hutten, Aaron & Lyndsay Oosterhoff,  
Tim & Alyssa Oosterhoff, Sam & Keri Oosterhoff,  
Ruth-Ann & Ben Tiemstra, Micah Oosterhoff

Liz & Rick VanderGriendt
  Eric & Meagan VanderGriendt, Colleen & Doug Schouten, 

Annemarie & Scott Bredenhof, Joel & Rose VanderGriendt, 
Steve VanderGriendt, Nate VanderGriendt  
& Alannah Stoffels

Clarence & Diana Oosterhoff (VanderVeen)
  Leanne & Nelson Kanis, Brad & Harmony Oosterhoff, 

Janelle Oosterhoff, Daniel Oosterhoff, Megan Oosterhoff

Janice & Menco Wieske
  Lenora Wieske, Kelly Wieske, Jonathon Wieske,  

Sheldon Hopman, Amanda Wieske, Rachel Wieske

Dave & Deb Oosterhoff (Dam) 
  Brianne & Jason VanDriel, Jake Oosterhoff & Naomi 

Wildeboer, Jasmin Oosterhoff, Mac Oosterhoff

Christina & Albert Vandenberg
  Julianna Vandenberg, Calvin Vandenberg,  

Ian Vandenberg, Alannah Vandenberg,  
Katriene Vandenberg

Teresa & Andrew Knegt
 Chauncey & Emily Knegt, Cassy & Tim Vander Hoek,  
 Brenna & Justin Tenhage, Tessa & Zach Harlaar,  
 Ashlyn Knegt, Meah Knegt, Josiah Knegt,  
 Elijah Knegt, Ezekiel Knegt

And, blessings upon blessings: 54 great-grandchildren

3537 S. Grimsby Rd. 3 Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
jakeandnelo@gmail.com
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Immanuel Christian School
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

The Board of Immanuel Christian School 
invites applications for

Teachers
with duties commencing August 1, 2021. Teaching 
arrangements can be adapted to fit you.

Currently we have openings in High School 
English and Bible, Middle School Math and Science, 
Career Counselling, and Grade 3

Immanuel Christian is a K-12 school supported by 
members of Canadian Reformed and United Reformed 
churches. At present we have 250 students in single grade 
classes. Teachers are supported by an extensive resource 
program as well as educational assistants for students 
with special needs.

Interested persons requiring more information or 
wishing to apply should contact:

Mr. Mark den Hollander, Principal
principal@immanuelchristian.ca
Phone 204-661-8937 (school), 204-619-0776 (home)

Mailing address: Immanuel Christian School
215 Rougeau Avenue, Winnipeg, MB  R2C 3Z9

The board of the Canadian Reformed School Society 
of Calgary invites applications for an

Elementary  
Teaching Position 
for the 2021-2022 school year at Tyndale Christian 
School. TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12 
with an enrollment of approximately 90 students.
We also invite early applications or inquiries 
from current BEd students in the final years of their 
studies for future openings at all grade levels 
or subject areas.
If you would like more information, would be 
interested in touring the school, or would like 
to submit an application, please contact one 
of the following:

Mr. Justin Raap, Principal 
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca 
403-590-5881 or
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman 
chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca

 
The board of the 

Canadian Reformed School Society of Calgary 
invites applications for an 

Upper Elementary/Middle School Teaching Position 
for the 2021-2022 school year at  

Tyndale Christian School. 
TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12 with 

an enrollment of approximately 90 students.  
 

We also invite early applications or inquiries  
from current BEd students in the final years of  

their studies for future openings at all  
grade levels or subject areas.  

 
If you would like more information,  

would be interested in touring the school, 
or would like to submit an application,  

please contact one of the following by March 31: 
Mr. Justin Raap, Principal 
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca 

403-590-5881 or 
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman 

chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca 
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Martje Buist (née Blaauw)
March 22, 1919 – January 31, 2021

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.
 The one who believes in me will live, even though they die.’” 

(John 11:25) 

The Lord called into eternal glory,  our cherished mother, 
Oma and Great-Oma, after a long and blessed life.  In her 
close walk with the Lord, she was an example for us all. 

Predeceased by her beloved husband, Rikstko, in 1975 and 
her dear son, Wiebe, in 1956.

Lovingly remembered by: 
 Burlington ON Joanne and Cornelis Van Dam  
 Carman MB  Carl and Lisa Van Dam 
     Rachel, Martin, Carrie, 

Heather, Daniel, Lydia
 Ottawa ON Peter and Ellie Buist 
   Irene and Reuben Helder 
   Karin and Josh Foster 
    Elyssa, Julia, Sarah
 Alma ON  Diana and Mike Broersma 
     Hadassah, Nethaneil, 

Micah, Christian
 Ottawa ON  Richard and Emma Buist 
    Peter, Evan, Charlie
 Winnipeg MB Richard and Liz Buist 
   Melville and Lindsay Buist 
    Calvin, Owen, James 
   Glenn and Bev Buist 
    Ethan, Ezra 
   Eric Buist 
Prince George BC  Marjorie Buist and Jason Lieuwen

Corresponding address:

Cornelis and Joanne Van Dam, 642 Ramsgate Road, 
Burlington ON L7N 2Y1

Email: jvandam@cogeco.ca
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Learn more about CCRTC’s programs at: w w w . c o v e n a n t t e a c h e r s c o l l e g e . c o m

We serve Reformed Christian schools by training the next 
generation of teachers and are about to enter an exciting period 
in Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers College’s existence.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR TEAM?
If so, you are invited to contact us and explore the possibilities of becoming a

FULL-TIME FACULTY MEMBER 
As someone interested in a faculty position you will, 

You will be a communicant member in good standing of 
a Canadian Reformed Church, or of a church with which 
the federation of Canadian Reformed Churches maintains 
ecclesiastical fellowship. 

You will hold at least a Master’s degree preferably in the area 
of education, you are interested in obtaining a terminal degree, 
and you have teaching experience in either elementary or 
secondary school settings.

EXCITED AND INTERESTED? CONTACT:  
Dr. Christine van Halen-Faber, PRINCIPAL 
cvanhalen@covenantteacherscollege.com • 905.385.0634 

• demonstrate a deep love 
for Reformed education

• be willing to provide 
educational leadership at 
multiple levels

• display a healthy level 
of intellectual curiosity 
within biblical bounds 
(Prov. 1:5)

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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The Attercliffe Canadian 
Reformed Elementary School

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
2021/2022 SCHOOL YEAR.

We require positions for: 
FULL TIME GRADE 7 TEACHER 

PART TIME FRENCH SPECIALIST 
FULL TIME EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT 
for the Special Education Department

Tasks could include working with students in the Resource 
room, providing learning support in the classroom 

and providing personal care.

We also have a possible opening for a
FULL TIME GRADE 3 TEACHER

Applications should include a resume, statement of faith, 
philosophy of education and two letters of reference.

Please contact the principal, Mr. Clarence Blokhuis 
(principal@acreschool.ca) if you would like  

to apply for this position.

Qualified individuals who seek to serve in the field 
of Reformed Education, and who submit themselves 
to Scripture as summarized in the Reformed 
Confessions, are heartily encouraged to apply; 
an application should include a resume, with references, 
and a philosophy of Reformed education.

Additional information can be obtained by contacting 
the principal, Mr. Stephen DeBoer, at principal@echs.ca 
or by phone: 226-383-7300 (work); 226-962-5265 (home)

Please submit applications by email  
to principal@echs.ca, or by mail addressed to:

Emmanuel Christian High School
c/o Human Resources Committee
680 Tower St. S.
Fergus, ON   N1M 0B1

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL
Located in Fergus, ON

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR POSSIBLE

High School Teaching 
Positions
Preferences will be given to applicants with 
qualifications in the following areas (although 
other areas will be considered):

French/Phys. Ed/History/Geography 
for the 2021/22 school year and beyond.  

Emmanuel has a current student body of 170 students 
in grades 9 through 12.  We are enjoying a wonderful, 
brand new, facility since September 2016, located 
in a picturesque southern Ontario town.  Our school 
community has excellent working relationships 
between board, staff, principal, and membership.
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The purpose of John Calvin School is to assist 
and support parents in the education of their 
covenant children to the glory of God.

FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
The Canadian Reformed School Society of 
Smithville and Surrounding District, operating 
John Calvin School may be in need of one 
or two FULL-TIME TEACHERS, grade 
level to be determined.   

Qualified persons are asked to send their letter 
of application, résumé, and view of reformed 
education to the address below.  Applicants 
who love to teach and who desire to help educate 
covenant children at our school are encouraged 
to apply.  Applicants must be a member of a Canadian/
American Reformed church or a church with 
whom we have ecclesiastical fellowship. 

For further information, please contact the principal.
Principal – Mr. G. Hofsink
School:  (905) 957-2341; home (905) 383-6782
Email:  george.hofsink@johncalvinschool.com 
Applications may be mailed, faxed, or emailed to:

John Calvin School
Attention:  Human Resources Committee
320 Station Street, Smithville, ON
P.O. Box 280, Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Fax number:  (905) 957-2342
Email address:  hr@johncalvinschool.com

 
The board of the 

Canadian Reformed School Society of Calgary 
invites applications for an 

Upper Elementary/Middle School Teaching Position 
for the 2021-2022 school year at  

Tyndale Christian School. 
TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12 with 

an enrollment of approximately 90 students.  
 

We also invite early applications or inquiries  
from current BEd students in the final years of  

their studies for future openings at all  
grade levels or subject areas.  

 
If you would like more information,  

would be interested in touring the school, 
or would like to submit an application,  

please contact one of the following by March 31: 
Mr. Justin Raap, Principal 
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca 

403-590-5881 or 
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman 

chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

The board of the Canadian 
Reformed School Society of 
Calgary invites applications for 
an Upper Elementary/Middle 
School Teaching Position 
for the 2021-2022 school year 
at Tyndale Christian School. 
TCS offers Kindergarten through 
Grade 12 with an enrollment 
of approximately 90 students.

We also invite early applications or inquiries from current 
BEd students in the final years of their studies for future 
openings at all grade levels or subject areas.
If you would like more information, would be interested 
in touring the school, or would like to submit an 
application, please contact one of the following:
Mr. Justin Raap, Principal
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca
403-590-5881 or Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman
chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca

Providence Christian School is accepting applications 
for a full-time position for a Jr. and Sr. High School teacher, 
commencing August 15, 2021. Our main subject areas 
of need are Sciences and Math. The ability to teach part 
of our High School P.E. program will be a definite asset. 
Providence Christian School is also accepting applications 
for a possible assistant-principal position. 

We are looking for enthusiastic teachers who have 
a passion for Christian Education. We encourage 
applications by qualified teachers who submit to God’s 
Holy Word, subscribe to the Reformed confessions, and are 
committed to educating children and youth for formation 
of a distinct Christian worldview. 

Suitable candidates are encouraged  
to electronically submit:

• a letter of application
• a résumé containing three references
•  a brief philosophy of  

Christian Education statement 

Providence Christian School is a growing Christian school 
in Monarch, Alberta. It is situated in a beautiful, southern, 
rural community, minutes from Lethbridge. 

It has grades K-12 with over 160 students and  
with 11 FTE staff members. PCS offers:

• a four-day school week
• attractive working and living conditions
• a growing, committed school community
• a dedicated team of teachers

For inquiries check out our website 
pcsmonarch.com or contact  
the principal, Mr. Hugo VanderHoek,  
principal@pcsmonarch.com,  
403-381-4418
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2021-2022 FULL-TIME

GRADE 1-2 TEACHER
We are searching for one who thrives 
on serving others through God’s 
redeeming, restoring and reforming 
work as a Christian educator.

If you’re a passionate teacher who 
loves to grow in a professional 
environment where Christ is glorified, 
people are cared for and education is 
personalized, let’s chat!

To learn more about our grade school, 
congregation and Ontario’s most 

stunning outdoor playground contact:

James Meinen, 
Principal, Harvest School, Owen Sound, ON

principal@harvestschool.ca

Principal  
Position  

Neerlandia Covenant Canadian Reformed School is 
looking for a principal for the 2021/2022 school year.  
Whether you are an experienced principal looking for 
a change, or a teacher, or a vice principal with 
the desire and aptitude to lead, we would 
love to hear from you! 

CONTACT US AT: 
secretary@covenantschool.ca

WANT TO  
SEE MORE?  

View our promo video at: 
C o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c a 

Learning to Walk  
Together in the  
Light of God’s Word

Dufferin Christian School invites applications for 
a potential opening at the ELEMENTARY LEVEL 
for the 2021-2022 school year.
Both B. Ed and CCRTC graduates are encouraged to apply. 
For the right candidate there is also the possibility of a 
combined administration and classroom-teacher position.

Applicants must be communicant members of a Canadian 
Reformed Church or a Church in ecclesiastical fellowship with 
the same.

Applications should be sent to Dufferin Christian School
P.O. Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada, ROG OJO  
Attention: Mr. Nathan Kok  
Or Emailed To: principal@dufferinchristian.ca

For more information, please contact:  
Principal: Mr. Nathan Kok at 204-745-2278
Chairman: Mr. Anton Borst at chairman@dufferinchristian.ca

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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PICS offers a vibrant, exciting atmosphere with a strong focus on 
professional development, collaboration, and relationships. Our 
mission is to create an environment where everyone is inspired 
and challenged to use their God-given talents in service to God 
and their neighbour.

For more information, visit  
www.parklandimmanuel.ca/job-postings/

Parkland Immanuel Christian School invites applications for

Junior High Teacher

SERVE. TEACH. INSPIRE.

PICS ad fall 2020 8.5x5.5 with bleeds.indd   1PICS ad fall 2020 8.5x5.5 with bleeds.indd   1 2020-11-06   1:43 PM2020-11-06   1:43 PM

While there is no shortage of excellent books dealing with the 
history of the Christian church, this book seeks to contribute 
by giving a succinct survey of the spread of the Christian 
gospel from Pentecost to the present.

Further, in all the details the reader may lose sight of the 
overall picture. To use a familiar image, it will be difficult to 
see the forest because of the many trees. This book aims 
to be a “forest book,” looking at Church History from above 
so that it is possible to see how the pieces fit together and 
relate to one another.

Sharing In Abraham’s Blessing 
The Spread of the Gospel from 
Jerusalem to the End of the Earth

By Eric Kampen 

ISBN 978-0-88756-104-7  
Soft Cover  
250 pages. 

$18.00 Plus taxes  
and shipping  

books.premierprinting.ca
PREMIER
PUBLISHING
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The Board of Credo Christian School in 
Woodbridge, Ontario invites applications 
for a potential opening in the 

Primary Grades
Credo offers grades K-8, with an enrolment of approximately 
25 students, serving the areas of Brampton and Toronto. Our 
students consistently meet with success and are taught to 
take up their calling as covenant children of the Lord. If you 
are interested in working in a collaborative environment 
and in helping us maintain high standards we would love 
to hear from you.
Credo offers a special compensation outside of the grid for 
teaching in a higher cost of living area.
For more information please contact the Principal
Mr. Ed Slaa   Phone: 289 209  8383
e-mail: eslaa27@gmail.com
Members of a Canadian Reformed Church or a sister church 
should send a letter of application stating qualifications, 
experience, and references, as well as a personal state-
ment of philosophy of Christian education to the Chair of 
the Education Committee
Anthony Kampen  Phone: 905 927 9790
e-mail: anthony@bootslandscaping.com
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The Board of Coaldale Christian School invites applications to fill the position of 

UPPER ELEMENTARY TEACHER 

Duties to commence August 1, 2021 

Coaldale Christian School is a growing Kindergarten to Grade 12 Reformed School with 
over 200 students in beautiful Southern Alberta, offering Prairie town living in a vibrant 

community of believers with easy access to city amenities and a short drive to the heart of 
the Rocky Mountains. 

To receive further information about our school or about our area, please contact: 

Mr. Jeff Van Raalte: Principal  
Phone: 403-345-4055, email: jeff.vanraalte@coaldalecs.com 

Applications may be sent to Chair of Personnel Committee: 
Mr. Rob Van Middelkoop 

2008 – 8 Street 
Coaldale, Alberta, T1M 1L1 
email: vanmidr@gmail.com 

 
     www.coaldalechristianschool.com 

Dufferin Christian School
invites applications for the role of 

PRINCIPAL
for the 2022-2023 school year.

DCS is a K-12 Reformed school with over 260 
students located in Carman, Manitoba. It offers a 

highly supportive community, an enthusiastic and 
cohesive staff, a robust administrative support team, 

and an experienced and committed board.
Interested individuals are encouraged to reach out 
to the current Principal or Board chairman for more 
details, and to discuss the possibility of taking on a 

transitioning Assistant-Principal role for August 2021.
Applicants must be communicant members of 
a Canadian Reformed Church or a Church in 

ecclesiastical fellowship with the same.
Applications should be sent to 

Dufferin Christian School
Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada, ROG OJO

Attention: Mr. Garett Veldman OR EMAILED TO:  
boardsecretary@dufferinchristian.ca

For more information, please contact: Principal:  
Mr. Nathan Kok, 204-745-2278 

principal@dufferinchristian.ca

Chairman: Mr. Anton Borst, 204-745-8935 
chairman@dufferinchristian.ca

The Board of Credo Christian High 
School invites applications for:

FULL OR PART-TIME  
TEACHING POSITIONS

Preference will be given to applicants with qualifications 
in Information Technology

Duties to commence in September 2021.

British Columbia affords teaching opportunities to those 
with Professional Certificates (B.Ed.), Subject Restricted 
Certificates (undergraduate degrees) , and School and 
Subject Restricted Certificates in the areas of applied skills 
(Diploma or Red Seal designation).
Credo Christian High School is located in Langley, BC 
and has an enrolment of about 300 students in grades 8 
through 12. It serves the educational needs of families from 
across the Fraser Valley through a broad range of programs, 
including music, visual arts, shop, textiles, athletics, and 
student leadership.  

For further details on these positions,  
please contact Mr. Kent Dykstra, Principal   
k.dykstra@credochs.com
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JohnCalvinChristianSchool |    www.jcss.ca

For a life of responsible stewardship

TEACHING STAFF APPLICATIONS 
ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED 

FOR THE 2021/22 SCHOOL YEAR
For more information please contact 

Michael Raap,  principal@jcss.ca

JOHN CALVIN
C H R I S T I A N  S C H O O L

a

b

Join us  
in equipping 
covenant youth  
to be disciples  
of our King

Learning to Walk Together in 

the Light of God’s Word
C o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c a 

The Alberta Advantage
Located east of the Rockies and a little over an 
hour from the bustling hub of Edmonton, Covenant 
Canadian Reformed School of Neerlandia welcomes 
you to its quaint rural community.

Dedicated teachers are paramount to meeting 
Covenant’s continued needs and to expand the school 
and its programs for over 260 enthusiastic covenant 
children. This is recognized by a supportive community 
who loves, celebrates, and values its teachers.

Currently accepting applications for Elementary and High School  
teachers for the 2021/2022 school year.

we invite you to
Come for a visit!

Contact us at:  
PRINCIPAL@COVENANTSCHOOL.CA  

for more information on  
compensation for your trip!
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The Board and Staff of Coaldale Christian School congratulate 

MR. JOOP HARTHOORN 

on his Retirement! 

Joop dedicated 43 years to Reformed education at schools throughout Canada and served 
Coaldale Christian School as principal and teacher for 24 years.  Thank you for your 

dedication to Reformed Christian Education.  We wish you the Lord’s blessings as you 
embark on your retirement journey and pray that the Lord will give you everything you 

need in the new tasks that lay before you. 
 

Unfortunately due to COVID restrictions, the retirement celebration had to be cancelled.  
If you would like to offer your congratulations and thanks, he can be reached by email at 

jjharthoorn@hotmail.com or by mail at:  

2126 - 16A Ave 
Coaldale, AB 

T1M 1J9 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” 

Psalm 119:105 
www.coaldalechristianschool.com 

northvalleydesign.ca

ATTENTION  
CARPENTERS

DESIGN 
BUILD 
DELIVER

WE’RE HIRING. We’re looking for Journeyman Carpenters 
to join our team. Call (250) 847-1204 or send your resumé 
attn: Tylor Versteeg to smithers@northvalleydesign.ca. 

Partnering with churches in Eastern Europe 
to bring glory to God through gospel 
proclamation and practical ministry.

visit  www.coah.org  call  888-844-2624

COAH_Ads_2020.indd   1 2020-02-04   11:31 AM
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146 Mill Street North • Waterdown, Ontario • L0R 2H0
905.689.4852 • www.kitchingsteepeandludwig.com  

TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

KSL_Logo_Rev_CMYK

Kitching, Steepe, and Ludwig

July 2014

Joel Reynolds

CMYK
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Rick Ludwig Diane Vanderwoude Russell Garnet van Popta  

Talking with loved ones today helps to ensure 
that your funeral meets the needs of tomorrow. 

Let us help you start  
the conversation.

Watch the videos at AlltheDifference.ca

Trinity Reformed Church  
of Lethbridge, Alberta is prayerfully seeking a

Full-Time Pastor of 
Congregational Life
to serve alongside our Senior Pastor under the guidance 
of the Consistory in shepherding God’s flock. The Pastor of 
Congregational Life will direct his attention to the coun-
selling needs of the congregation in addition to preaching 
approximately 25% of the Lord’s days. Other aspects of the 
ministry, such as visitation and education, will be shared with our 
Senior Pastor. The ideal candidate would have a heart of love for 
Christ and his people, be an ordained minister of the Word, or 
ministerial candidate, and be committed to the Reformed faith 
as expressed in the Three Forms of Unity. Training in Biblical 
Counselling would be an asset.

Expressions of interest along with a CV can be emailed in 
confidence to callingcommittee@trinityurc.ca. This position 
will remain open until a suitable candidate is found.

living independently in Christian community

Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington  
near many amenities, is a place where Christian seniors  
can enjoy independent living in community with others. 

• Reasonable rent rates at $892 per month
• Newly renovated units
• Award winning architechtural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills.

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attractive 
and affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact:  
Rosanne van der Woerd

109-3260 New Street, Burlington, ON  L7N 3L4

 905-681-0311 
Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com
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Serving the greater Burlington,  
Hamilton and Niagara Region

Contact us to set up a free 1/2 hour strategic 
tax and accounting consultation

1(905) 870 0137 | joel@jpcprofessionals.ca

JPC Chartered Professional Accountants offer a total tax and 
accounting service with a specialization in privately owned 
businesses. Thinking of when it’s right to incorporate? Or how 
you can income split? How to sell your business? Or how to 
pass it on to your children tax efficiently? Or do you require 
professionally prepared corporate or personal income tax 
returns and financial statements? With a professional account-
ing designation and a Masters in Tax equivalent come explore 
the opportunities for you and your business with us here at JPC.

Honest. Timely. Thorough.

JOEL D JAGT 
(HONS) B. COMM, CPA, CGA, 
PARTNER

Refugee Sponsorship Coordinator 
(10-15 hours per week) for our sponsorship program starting Jan 1, 2020.

City of Refuge is a committee established by and under the oversight of the Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of North America. 
Our mission is to encourage churches to consider the needs of Christian refugees all over the world with a view to sponsoring 
them to come to Canada. City of Refuge is a Sponsorship Agreement Holder with Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada.

Responsibilities
• Identify refugees to sponsor by reviewing refugee sponsor-

ship applications and assessing their eligibility under the 
private sponsorship program. 

• Prepare and submit high quality sponsorship applications.
• Follow up on sponsorship cases in process and requests for 

application status updates by reviewing files, the refugee 
database, and making inquiries with appropriate agencies

• Inform and connect churches with available settlement and 
integration services, and compile settlement resources for 
sponsors

• Respond to telephone and email inquiries about private 
sponsorship and applications in process

• Research and prepare written communication materials and 
resources to promote the refugee program and post to our 
website

• Attend local and national SAH conferences to network and 
stay well-informed

Qualifications
• Be a committed Christian
• Have compassion for suffering Christians around the world
• Possess strong computer and oral communication skills
• Ability to travel occasionally
• Ability to work independently with minimal supervision
• Prepared to meet, preferably in person, with the committee 

two times per year.

If you are interested in applying for this position, 
please submit a letter of application and resume 
via email jackschoeman@outlook.com to the  
chairman of City of Refuge, Rev. Jack Schoeman 
and pastor of Emmanuel Free Reformed 
Church in Abbotsford, BC. 

The Timothy Project 
     A number of years ago, we made you aware of the 
work of the Reformational Study Centre being done by 
our sister churches in 
South Africa for furthering 
the gospel and preparing 
men for service in the 
churches. This has been a 
wonderful opportunity to 
share the Gospel of Christ 
with those who otherwise 
would not hear it. Over 
the years, this ministry has continued to expand, and 
every day receives requests for theological material 
from Christian users in more than 60 countries across 
the world. 
     The Vineyard Church in Lincoln has partnered with 
the Timothy Project to raise the funds to support this 
ministry that has powerfully affected the lives of so 
many. We are writing with the express intent that you 

prayerfully 
consider our 
request for 
donations to 
support this 
worthwhile 
project.  
In Christ, the 
Timothy Project 
Committee  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 2 Timothy 2:2 

"…and what you have 
heard from me in the 

presence of many 
witnesses entrust to 

faithful men, who will 
be able to teach 

others also." 

Cheques may be addressed to 
Vineyard CanRC with Timothy Project 
in the memo line and sent to: 
   Vineyard Canadian Reformed Church 
   attn. Elsa DeVries  
   4628 John Street, Box 831 
   Beamsville, ON L0R 1B0 
Receipts will be issued as requested.  
If you have any questions please call 
or text (905) 512-1907. 
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Serving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Langley

RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

WWiillll uupp ttoo ddaattee??
NNeeeedd ttoo mmaakkee aa wwiillll??

Contact our Executive Director for assistance with…
Providing for the dependants God entrusts to you
Stewarding your material resources
Blessing charities you care about
Tax effective estate planning

Many families & individuals have gained
peace of mind through the services we provide. Why not you?
For more information: info@harvestfoundation.ca | 289.309.1466

Harvest Foundation…we can help!

Peter Buitenwerf
Sales Representative

Personal, Professional Service since 1987

Serving Smithville, Grimsby, Lincoln  
and Dunnville area

Direct: 905-973-3198
Email: peterb@royallepage.ca
Website: peterb.ca

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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Ma�ersYour Generosity

Learn more at abundance.ca or call 1.888.212.8608

Want to make a greater impact to the causes you love?
Abundance Canada can help.

Achieve your philanthropic goals and maximize your support to the 
causes you care about with a customized Generosity Plan™.

Abundance Canada is a public foundation, registered with the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA). We are authorized to receive 
charitable donations, issue o cial donation receipts and distribute funds to registered charities and qualified donees through 
our donor-advised model. Charity Registration No: 12925-3308-RR0001.

Generosity changes everything
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PM 40063293  

Confessionally Reformed
 Loving in manner
 Attuned to current issues
 Readable and Reliable
 In Submission to Scripture
Open to constructive criticism
Nurturing Christian living

clarionmagazine.ca

To equip God's people for his glory, 
in faithfulness to Scripture, as summarized 
in the Reformed confessions, Clarion 
adheres to the following core values:
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