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What’s Inside

This issue is led with Rev. Matthew Van Luik’s editorial, 
“Christ-Centred Preaching from all Scripture.” His focus 
is the challenge and importance of finding the gospel 

message of hrist and salvation in every part of the ible. ssue   
also commemorates Ascension Day with the Treasures, New & 
Old meditation from Rev. Calvin Vanderlinde.

Another of our editors, Dr. Jason Van Vliet, has written an 
article in which he asks what we have gained spiritually during 
the troubles of the past year’s pandemic. Certainly there have 
been some spiritual gains in the grace and knowledge of our 
ord esus hrist  ut there are tensions and a deficit in unity 

that are showing too. I pray that his article, “Listening Wisely,” is 
as much a blessing to our readers as it was for me.

ssue  profiles each of the graduates of the  class at 
CRTS. There is an article of encouragement from one of our 
sisters in Christ. We also include a letter to the editor, a book 
review, and a press release.

Laura Veenendaal
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L E A D  A R T I C L E

Matthew Van Luik Minister  
Canadian Reformed Church
Brampton, Ontario 
mvanluik@rogers.com

Christ 
Centred
Preaching from all Scripture

Christians believe that God speaks to us through the Bible, but there 
are parts of Scripture that present us with challenges to under-
standing God’s message. For many the narrative stories in the Old 
Testament are a real challenge. What do these stories mean, and 
what is the message for me? What does God want me to learn from 
the story about David and Goliath? If we believe that the gospel 
of salvation in Jesus Christ is central to understanding Scripture, 
how do the Old Testament stories teach us about Jesus?
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Can Christ be preached from
all of Scripture?
There is general agreement that Christ is the focus of the entire 
New Testament, for the gospels are about the life of Jesus and 
the letters of the apostles deal with his saving work. There is 
greater controversy in the Christian world around preaching 
Christ from the Old Testament. Dispensationalists argue that 
God deals with the Old Testament people differently than the 
people of the New Testament church, and therefore they do 
not see Christ in all of the Old Testament. Dispensationalism 
teaches that God’s people in the New Testament must be distin-
guished from the people of Israel, the old covenant from the 
new covenant, circumcision from baptism. This explains why 
you may have felt frustrated when talking with a Baptist friend. 
They believe that you think God deals with the Old Testament 
people in the same way as his New Testament people. You, on 
the other hand, may feel they are not doing justice to the Old 

Testament as the background for understanding God’s work 
in the New Testament. The issue really is understanding the 
relationship between the Old and New Testaments.

Dispensationalists1 do recognize that Christ is found in the 
Old Testament, but tend to limit the connections to Christ only 
to those texts where the New Testament clearly makes a connec-
tion to Christ. Clearly Melchizedek is directly connected to Christ 
in ebrews  and salm  is uoted as a reference to hrist 
in atthew f. ne cannot deny that the ld estament 
speaks about God’s promise concerning the coming of the 
Saviour. It is a promise that has been kept and wonderfully 
fulfi lled in the life of esus hrist. ence aul writes, or no 
matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in 

hrist   or . e says that the promises od made to 
his people in the ld estament are now fulfi lled in the life of 
Christ. The Old Testament reveals how God is leading all the 
events in the life of his people to the coming of Christ.

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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How is Christ to be preached
from Scripture?
Even among those who are in agreement that all Old Testament 
preaching should be Christ-centred, there is much discussion 
on how that should be done. The greatest challenge that faces a 
preacher every week is to faithfully preach Christ well, from the 
te t.  uote from harles purgeon re  ects the challenge for 
the preacher, “I have never yet found a text that had not got a 
road to hrist in it, and if  ever do fi nd one that has not a road 
to Christ in it, I will make one; I will go over hedge and ditch but 
I would get at my Master, for the sermon cannot do any good 
unless there is a savor of Christ in it.” Every preacher has wres-
tled to bring Christ into every message and has often resorted 
to making a road to Christ that was not relevant to the text.

To preach Christ is more than simply mentioning him in the 
sermon and making some tenuous connection to him. The 

connection to hrist must  ow properly from the passage. he 
preacher must naturally lead the congregation to a deeper 
connection with their Lord and Saviour. As well, the purpose 
of preaching is not to present the congregation with plenty of 
good information, but to help people grow in their relationship 
with Christ. The congregation needs to hear the voice of the 
Good Shepherd from the passage, a voice that cares for the 
 oc , a voice that warns the  oc  of dangers and that brings oy 

and gives encouragement to all who listen in faith.

Methods used for preaching Christ
Preachers have used different methods to make their preach-
ing Christ-centred. A common method already used by some 
of the early church fathers was the use of allegory. It is one 
of the easiest ways to bring Christ into a text. In an allegory, 
some element in the story directly represents Jesus Christ or 
an aspect of his work.

Other preachers will use a moralistic approach to the text. 
In the case of David and Goliath, David is like Christ, for he is 
a man after God’s heart and we all need to be more like David, 
ready to stand up against the Goliaths in our life. There may be 
elements of truth in this approach. Who doesn’t desire to be 
more like David, and who doesn’t want to be more like Christ; 
after all, we are commanded to be imitators of Christ! And yet 
such a message is not a gospel good news  message. hat 
is the encouragement for the man or woman in the pew who 
wants to be like David but fails every day? Is spiritual progress 
in our life the result of working to be more like David? No, such 
an approach will only lead to greater failure and despair in the 
life of God’s people.

David and Goliath
So how does one legitimately preach Christ from the story 
of avid and oliath in  amuel  he temptation is to 
approach the story with the uestion, here is hrist in this 
story?” The result is that we begin to look for direct connections 
to Jesus Christ. That is what the allegorical approach does. It 
asks, “What elements in the story represent Jesus Christ?” And 
so one may conclude that David represents Jesus Christ and 
Goliath represents Satan. You can understand the appeal to this 
approach for it does re  ect the battle between hrist and atan 
later in history. But it does not do justice to God’s message in 
this passage.

The greatest 
challenge that

faces a preacher
every week is

to faithfully preach 
Christ well, 

from the text
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Understanding historical context
o preach hrist effectively one must fi rst understand the story 

itself within its historical context. Only then is it possible to see 
this story in the larger conte t of hrist s wor . he fi rst uestion 
is not “Where is Christ in the story?” but “What is God doing 
here in relationship to his people?” So, what is the situation 
in Israel at this time? Goliath, who is a giant, is taunting the 
people of srael, challenging them to fi ght him. he hilistines, 
as enemies of srael, are emboldened because oliath is fi ght
ing for them while King Saul and the people of Israel tremble 
in fear before him. When David comes to visit his brothers who 
are in the army and hears the taunts of Goliath, he immediately 
sees the situation correctly. e as s the crucial uestion, ho 
is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies 
of the living God?”

The key to living as a child of God is to see the world through 
the proper lens. King Saul and the people of Israel were looking 
at the situation through Goliath’s lenses. They saw his might 
and power and trembled before him. David, through the lens 
of faith, looked at this situation from the perspective of God. 

“How does this man Goliath dare to defy the armies of the living 
God? Is Goliath crazy to think he can defeat the armies of God? 
Who does he think God is? Does he not know about the power 

and might of Israel’s God?” So David says to King Saul, “Don’t 
lose heart on account of this Philistine, your servant will go and 
fi ght him.  s avid cra y  s he acting as one of those arrogant 
young people who do not see the risks of what they are doing? 
No, he speaks from faith, he believes that the living God is on 
the side of his people. No one can stand up to the living God, 
not even Goliath.

There is a spiritual battle taking place in this world, a battle 
for the hearts and minds of mankind. This spiritual battle is not 
new but has raged from the beginning en . n srael the 
powers of darkness have overcome the people of God, but God 
is never defeated. God raises up David, a shepherd boy in Israel, 
to deliver his people. His own brothers mock him. “Who does 
David think he is, go home!” they say. And yet God raises up that 
which is weak in the eyes of mankind to deliver his people. God 
is a od who fi ghts for his people and gives them the victory 
even in what seems to be the face of defeat.

Drawing connections to Christ
Just understanding the story begins to help us outline the gospel 
message. In this Old Testament story we already hear the good 
news of God’s grace in which he delivers an undeserving people. 
So how do we draw the connection to Christ in this story? There 
are important elements in the story that reveal how God is work-
ing for the salvation of his people. God does not save a people 
who are strong in their faith and worthy of his salvation, but he 
raises up David to deliver a people who lost sight of the living 
God. Later Paul will say that Christ came to deliver us while we 
were yet enemies of God. God did not raise up a man who is 
mighty in stature in the eyes of Israel, but a shepherd boy who is 
scorned by his own brothers to deliver his people. Later, Jesus 
will come to this world, not in power and might and glory, but 
in weakness and dishonour. He is scorned and despised by his 
own people and yet he delivers them.

While there are similarities between David and Jesus, yet we 
must also have an eye for the differences. David is not the Christ. 
He is not able to defeat Goliath in his own power, but he does 
so only through faith in God. Jesus Christ is much greater than 
David, for although he comes with the appearance of weakness 
and dishonour, yet he defeats Satan and overcomes sin and evil 
through his own power. David’s victory is only possible because 
of God’s promise of the Saviour who will one day win the great 
victory over the powers of sin and darkness. David’s victory fore-
shadows the great victory of his son, Jesus Christ.

The preacher cannot 
leave the congregation 

there in the 
Old Testament story

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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Moving from the Old Testament 
story to the present
Therefore, the preacher cannot leave the congregation there in 
the Old Testament story. Much has happened since the events 
in David’s life. David trusted that the living God would protect 
his people and today the preacher is able to open up a much 
richer vista for God’s people. We have one who is greater than 
David, we have Jesus Christ, who has won the great victory. 
And so the goal for the believer is not to become like David, 
it is not to be strong like David was strong. In fact David was 
only strong in the Lord, and so our strength is not found in 
ourselves, but today we only fi nd our strength in the ord esus. 

What an encouragement for the man and woman in the pew. 
Are you struggling spiritually? Do you feel despair because 
you are unable to overcome sin in your life, or despair because 
you see the overwhelming might of the powers of darkness 
around you in this world? This is not a battle that you can win 
in your own strength. The people of Israel despaired because 
they felt that the power of Goliath was too great for them and 
they were lost. They had taken off the lens of faith and there-
fore lost hope. 

David’s strength was not that he was so powerful but, through 
the lens of faith God had given him, that he saw the power of 
the living God. And so, the encouragement for us is not to be 

strong in ourselves, for then you will fail, but to see the world 
through the lens of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has won the 
victory. The victory is assured and therefore we may live with 
the fi rm hope that in hrist the great enemy will be destroyed. 
In Christ alone we have the courage to face the troubles in our 
life. We are never alone, for our Saviour lives and in him we 
have the assurance of the great victory.

Conclusion
Moralistic preaching encourages God’s people to be like David, 
to be strong and fi ght for the ord. s avid stood strong 
against Goliath, we need to stand strong against the spiritual 
powers of this world in our lives. Christ-centred preaching, on 
the other hand, reminds us that we are not strong, we are weak 
beggarly sinners who depend on the power and strength of 
Christ. David won the victory over Goliath through faith in the 
Lord his God and so today we can only win the victory over the 
spiritual forces of darkness through faith in Jesus Christ. We are 
in no way morally superior to anyone else, our only hope rests in 
the power of our Lord Jesus. By faith we learn to entrust our life 
to Christ, certain that he will protect us and give us the strength 
and perseverance to wal  boldly and confi dently in the ways 
of God. In Christ I have no need to fear, for in his power my life 
is eternally secure.  

1 Dispensationalism divides the history of the Bible into different periods. Just to mention a few common divisions, Abraham ushered in the period 
of promise, Moses at Mt. Sinai the era of the law, and with Christ comes the era of grace. God administers his plan of salvation differently in each 
period, and each period reveals a progression in God’s work so that each period is disconnected from one another. Therefore, Israel is considered 
to be clearly distinct from the church in the New Testament, for in the Old Testament God gives salvation to a nation while the Church is a gathering 
of individual believers. The Old Testament, therefore, is not really relevant for understanding the New Testament. 

2 In an allegorical approach one looks for elements in the text that can represent Jesus Christ. The scarlet cord in Rahab’s window is often understood 
to represent the sacrifi ce of esus hrist that saves ahab  or the man in the ong of ongs represents esus hrist and the oman  the e  Testa
ment church. In the story of David and Goliath, David represents Jesus Christ while Goliath represents the giants in our life. These giants may be our 
spiritual enemies  our fears  addiction or some other af  iction

2 f a preacher is faithful to cripture  there is usually an element of truth in such preaching  ahab indeed is saved by od on the basis of hrist s sac
rifi ce in the future  the relationship bet een the man and oman in the ong of ongs does re  ect to some degree the relationship bet een od 
and his people, between Christ and his church. David is indeed the one from whom the Christ will come, and Goliath represents the spiritual powers 
of darkness. The problem is not that the preacher is necessarily preaching a biblical fallacy, but that he is not preaching the meaning and purpose of 
the text. Unless Scripture itself gives a clear indication of what the elements in the story represent in an allegorical way, the preacher is simply using 
speculation to give each element in the story a meaning.
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ne clue that the ascension is signifi cant is the fact that this 
singular event is covered twice by the same author writing to the 
same person. Writers normally avoid this kind of repetition. But 
Luke, at the tail-end of his gospel and again at the outset of Acts, 
gives Theophilus two separate accounts of Christ’s ascension. If 
that does not beg some uestions, what will

We do well, therefore, to understand the magnitude of this 
moment in world history. The risen Christ and his closest follow-
ers were not on some aimless expedition. Intentionality is implied 
when Luke tells us that Christ “led them out” to the vicinity of 
Bethany. Why there? We know that Bethany was the home-
town of his good friends – Mary, Martha, and Lazarus – a place 
where Jesus had often enjoyed human hospitality, friendship, 
and conversation. It is to this place where he best expressed 
his humanity that he would also give the greatest witness to the 
glory of his divinity! 

Here, in contrast to the resurrection which no human eyes 
were permitted to see, all the disciples were allowed to get a 
glimpse of the wonder, glory, and majesty of their exalted Lord 
as he departed for his heavenly kingdom. Humanity had never 
ascended to such heights before or since. Before their very own 
eyes, a human body ascended above the dignity of all other 
creatures, straight into the glorious presence of God, to take the 
highest position of rule and authority at the ather s right hand 
on heaven’s holy throne. 

The disciples could not see the full extent of this. Only the heav-
enly angels were able to witness the fullness of Christ’s glorious 
entrance into heaven, his coronation, and the commencement of 
his reign. We can be sure the excitement of this heavenly scene 
would have been uncontainable.

Indeed, the excitement spilled over to earth, for Luke 
describes the disciples as having “great joy.” Only after two 
angels fi nally dislodge them from their spot staring into the 

heavens do the disciples return to Jerusalem, where they do 
something hrist s followers had never done before. or the 
very fi rst time they began worshipping their ord whom they 
could not see.

athom that. hey had ust witnessed esus leave them, but 
there are no tears. Their hearts were not crushed; their spirits 
were not devastated or even dampened. Why not? Because 
they understood that he left for their advantage ohn . 
They knew that though they could not see him, he could still see 
them. They knew that though they could not hear his voice, he 
could still hear theirs. or such reasons, it was good and appro
priate for them, as it is for us, to lift their prayers and petitions 
and praises to him. 

The disciples responded by blessing God. But even greater 
blessing comes their way  nstead of giving a fi nal speech or 
writing a parting letter, the ascended Christ left his church with 
a glorious picture  the posture of hands uplifted in bestowing 
blessing. he message was clear  the great igh riest had 
rendered the perfect sacrifi ce for redemption and now his 
blessing extends to all his people throughout the world and 
will continue to rest upon them until he returns in the same 
exalted way. 

 For Further Study
1.  h  i  hrist s ascension fi ll his isciples 

with great o  s this true also for ou

2.  hrist s ascension re eals he is or  not ust in name 
but also in nature. i e thought to what this means in a 
worl  that seems so ark an  own, an  in espair.

T R E A S U R E S  N E W  &  O L D   : :   M A T T H E W  1 3 : 5 2

A Glimpse of the Exalted Christ
“And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted 
from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 

and were continually in the temple blessing God.” (Luke 24:50-53)

Calvin Vanderlinde Minister 
American Reformed Church
Nooksack Valley, WA 
calvinvanderlinde@gmail.com
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For more than a year now we have been dealing with 
COVID-related restrictions. These restrictions vary from 
province to province, and from country to country, but 

they have impacted our lives deeply. Some have struggled 
intensely with loneliness. ome have lost sleep over uestions 
of conscience. Some are exhausted after exerting so much effort 
to keep peace in their families and congregations. Many have 
wrestled with all the above… and probably more.

We are living in troubled times. Even if the vaccine rollouts 
eventually reduce the number of COVID cases, they will not 
instantly take all our troubles away.

Gains and losses
Spiritually speaking, though, what have we gained through 
this all? Our God teaches us that trials produce endurance, 

steadfastness, character, and hope om  ames . o, 
after more than a year of these troubled times, have we grown 

“in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
hrist   et 

On the one hand, I think we have. We have certainly learn-
ed not to take in-person, inside-a-church-building corporate 
worship for granted. rom the pulpit  have seen tears of oy 
on the faces of brothers and sisters as they once again join in 
congregational singing, even with reduced capacity in the build-
ing; I have shed those tears myself. During lockdowns we have 
been prompted to do more “little things” for other people. Even 
an une pected te t message fi lled with hristian love does so 
much to brighten a dreary day. We have also found new oppor-
tunities for outreach. or e ample, for two asters in a row my 
home congregation has handed out Easter lilies, resulting in 

Listening
Wisely in Troubled Times
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opportunities to build relationships with our neighbours and 
share the true meaning of our Lord’s atoning work.

On the other hand, not all has been well. In troubled times 
we should pull together all the more tightly as the family of God, 
standing shoulder to shoulder and soul to soul in Christ-centred 
love, supporting each other and working on the challenges “in 
full accord and of one mind  hil . ut this has not always 
happened. On top of everything else, we are suffering from a 
unity defi cit right now. et us be honest, differences of under
standing as to how we should respond to government directives 
concerning COVID have caused no small amount of tension 
among us.

What does our Lord call us to do in these tense and troubled 
times? One good place to start is by listening wisely to our 
God, to each other, and to all the COVID-related information 
that  oods into our ears from different social  media sources.

Listening wisely begins with reverence
ecently,  was reading the end of roverbs  hoever listens to 

me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of disaster” 
v. . fter more than a year of hearing news reports fi lled with 

dread of disaster and of experiencing unease within our church 
community, these familiar words spoke with fresh meaning.

ore specifi cally, who is this me  to whom we should listen, 
that we might dwell secure  ur fi rst reaction may be that it 
is our God; ultimately, of course, that is true. To be precise, 
though, here in roverbs  it is wisdom who is crying aloud in 
the street, beckoning us to incline our ears and open our hearts 
to her message rov . ot surprisingly, then, listening 
wisely starts with listening to wisdom – not worldly wisdom but 
divine, spiritual wisdom  or . ut what is the central point 
of wisdom’s instruction?

The beginning of wisdom, as we know, is a deep-seated rever-
ence, or fear, of our  rov . e do not fear the world nor 
the future, instead, we revere our God. This reverence extends not 
only to who he is but also to what he does, including his gracious 
work of knitting us together as members of the church, the 
precious body of his much beloved on, esus hrist ph , 

. t all times, also troubled times, we e ist  as members 
of hrist s own body. herefore and it is a big therefore , all 
our discussions, debates, and disagreements, yes, every single 
syllable of our communication with each other concerning COVID, 
is uttered within the holy, blood-purchased, and Spirit-renewed 

body of our faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ. That is an awe-inspiring 
truth to confess with heart, mouth, and action.

Let us make this concrete. Suppose one brother hears 
another brother talking about government restrictions, or 
masks, or consistory decisions. The more he hears, the more 
he disagrees. Like steam building up pressure in a kettle, the 
urge rises inside him to say, “That is wrong … or incomplete … 
or so short-sighted!” Sooner rather than later, urge gives way 
to utterance, and the second brother verbalizes his objection.

As such, the objection may be correct. But especially in 
stressful times when emotions are frayed, we need to be even 
more diligent that we do not skip a step. Even if that is wrong, 
our fi rst priority is recogni ing who made the mistake or who 
expressed an incomplete view. This who is not just a holder of a 
position that is different than mine. Within the church, this who 
is an adopted child of God, just as weak and sinful as I am and 
just as blood-redeemed and Spirit-renewed as I am. Moreover, 
recognizing God’s work in my spiritual sibling’s life should lead 
to deeply heartfelt respect for our Lord’s grace to both of us, 
and that, in turn, will lead to a signifi cant transformation of how 
I say what I feel I need to say. Venting disagreement gives way 
to edifying correction.

Communal refl ection point: Have we focused too much on 
what others are saying at the expense of cherishing who they 
are in Christ? If so, how can we begin to tip the balance back 
in the right direction?

Listening to other members
Taking this further, consider how the apostle Paul describes the 
church in  orinthians . y divine design, there are different
members in the body  ears and eyes, more presentable parts 
and less presentable parts. Normally, we apply this to talents. 
One member is good at meticulous administration while the 
other is better at compassionate caring see also om .

But there is more to it than that. Different members also 
have a different sense of things. With our physical bodies, that 
is literally true. The eyes pick up on things that the ears would 
simply never sense, and vice-versa. It is similar within the body 
of Christ, the church. The fact that one sister in the church sees 
the matter of wearing masks in a different way than another 
sister does not necessarily, from the start to fi nish, have to be a 
bad or sinful thing. One sister, like an eye, may be picking up 

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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on certain aspects of masking wearing than the other sister, like 
an ear, is not seeing at that moment.

What becomes sinful and divisive, though, is when ears and 
eyes stop, or never even start, listening to each other thoroughly, 
patiently, respectfully, and lovingly, all the while leaning on each 
other’s respective strengths to gain the most Scripture-based, 
well-rounded, and wisdom-infused approach to the topic at 
hand. In this respect, it is striking that the apostle says that God 
has so designed and arranged the different members of the 
church so that “there may be no division in the body but that 
the members may have the same care for one another.”

Communal refl ection point: Have we let a virus, and our govern-
ment’s reaction to this virus, cause us to care about each other 
less and divide among ourselves more? If so, that would be 
the very opposite of our God’s design for the body of Christ.

Listening to reproof
Turning back to the book of Proverbs, some searching with a 
concordance reveals another buried gem. More than once the 
Holy Spirit teaches us that listening to advice, and especially 
reproof, is the path to becoming wiser. ere are a few e amples

“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man 
listens to advice  .

“A wise son hears his father’s instruction, but a scoffer does 
not listen to rebu e  .

“The ear that listens to life-giving reproof will dwell among 
the wise  .

nd fi nally, and most poetically,
“Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise reprover 

to a listening ear  .
hree things eep appearing together  wisdom, listening, 

and reproof.
Particularly when we are under stress our natural inclination 

is either to nurse our frustration in silence or to vent our spleen 
into the nearest set of ears. We either talk too little or talk too 
much, but we often forget to listen enough. Our Lord directs 
us otherwise. n troubled times, we fi rst need to listen wisely 
to each other. Quickly observing their actions or hearing their 
position and then jumping to conclusions is not enough. We 
need to listen to each other and as  the right uestions until we 
also understand the intentions and motivations in their hearts. 
What is the cry of their soul? What do they really want to say, 

even if it is coming out with too much strong rhetoric or too 
much one-sided argumentation?

Listening wisely is hard enough, let alone when someone 
else corrects us. We tend to take reproofs as personal indict-
ments. If someone says, “Your position is, at best, incomplete, or, 
at worst, totally wrong,” then we are eager to pull the reactionary 
trigger and shoot back, “Well, what about your position? Look at 
this, that, and that. Your position is anything but perfect as well!”

ignifi cantly, our  teaches us to listen to reproofs. Take 
time and take pause. Let the reproof sink in. Is that other member 
of Christ’s body sensing something that I’m not picking up on? 
Am I the ear that needs to gain fuller insight from the eye, which 

od has placed in his on s church  et us all be uic  to hear 
and slow to speak … especially in the fast-paced exchanges of 
social media and text messaging.

Communal refl ection point: Have we listened wisely and deeply 
enough to each other to really understand where the other is 
coming from?

Listening wisely to media
So far, we have considered how we should listen to each other 
within the church. But what about the information we take in 
about  from the media  very social  media source has 
a bias. Unbiased media is almost an oxymoron.

he bigger uestion, though, is what kind of bias does a 
media source have? On the political spectrum, it might be more 
right-leaning or left-leaning, but almost all the major media 
outlets have a decidedly secular bias. They simply do not write 
their articles and posts with the underpinnings of a biblical 
worldview and with the assured trust that our sovereign God will 
take care of his creation and his church until the new creation 
appears. This is nothing new. The church has been living with 
secular media for centuries. he pressing uestion, though, is 
this  how can we best wor  together to discern what is is true, 
honorable, ust, pure, lovely, and commendable hil 

Both within and beyond the church, the proverb holds true, 
he one who states his case fi rst seems right, until the other 

comes and e amines him  rov . here are important 
“cases” that need further attention. Different media sources 
provide very different perspectives on how severe the COVID 
pandemic is in comparison to other pandemics and diseases. 

ifferent media sources give con  icting information on how 
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To the Editor, 
e hope it is acceptable to uestion the premise of the article 

written by Rev. M. Van Luik titled, “Led by the Spirit and Not 
nder the aw.   

Had Paul not been converted from Judaism by the risen 
Saviour himself and come to understand rightly that all the 
Old Testament laws pointed to Christ, as pointed out in his 
sermon on the road to mmaus u e  as he not chal
lenging Peter and the new Christian church to understand that 
since the inception of the ceremonial law it had always been 
understood that this was a covenant which was rudimentary, 
a foreshadowing, a tutor, and was passing away to become 
obsolete eb 

This old covenant was to be replaced by the new coven-
ant, no longer in the blood of bulls and goats, but was to be 
confi rmed by hrist s death and the shedding of his blood. 
t was to be confi rmed as the new and eternal covenant, the 

covenant of grace, the covenant “in my blood.”
Had Jesus not warned of these Pharisees that they had not 

circumcised the fores in of their heart as it says in omans  
“No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision 
is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written 

code.  uch a person s praise is not from other people, but from 
od.  e warned in atthew , o you must be careful to 

do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they 
do not practice what they preach.   

ur atechism as s in  , f we cannot eep the 
commandments, why do we have them preached so strictly?” 
Is it not to rightly know ourselves and lead us to seek Christ?

s not the standard of od s moral law une uivocally ground
ed and fi ed in the unwavering and impeccably holy character 
of the  , srael s od   ather than simply wearing phylac
teries on their foreheads and hand, God’s chosen were told 
in ebrews  his is the covenant  will establish with the 
people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my 
laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their 

od, and they will be my people.   
Is the gospel not only that we have been forgiven all our sins 

by his blood, but also that we will be sanctifi ed, made holy and 
conformed to his image through the power of his blood? We 
ust uestion if it wise to appear to pit the law against the gospel.  

incerely, 
Kevin and Christian VanderZyl 

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

effective or ineffective public health measures such as physi-
cal distancing and masking are. The list of “cases” could be 
expanded.

What shall we do? Is there any way to judge the cases fairly, 
wisely, comprehensively, even if still imperfectly? Or do we 
throw up our hands in the air and declare, along with Pilate, 

“What is truth?” Better said, what is our  calling us to do? 
One thing is sure. We will need each other. The task is too big 
for one person or one perspective.

Wisdom is calling out, also in the streets of Jerusalem. She 
calls us to listen to each other, willingly, wisely, and lovingly. 
She calls us to combine our respective insights and hone each 
other’s understanding. She calls us to be so deeply respectful 

of the Lord’s work in redeeming his church out of darkness that 
we stand shoulder to shoulder and soul to soul, helping each 
other discern the times and fulfi ll our od s commandments. 

Communal refl ection point: Wisdom is calling. Are we willing 
and ready to heed her call? 

Jason Van Vliet 
Principal and Professor of Dogmatics  
Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary
Hamilton, Ontario
jvanvliet@crts.ca 
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Here at CRTS the academic year is racing 
toward the fi nish line at the end of pril. 
his year we anticipate having fi ve gradu

ates  four from our iv program and one from our 
BTh program. We pray that the Lord will bless each 
of them as they prepare for the future that he has 
in store for them.

ere is a brief overview of their plans.  ne of 
the MDiv students, Ruurd Offringa, has asked to 
be examined by Classis at the beginning of June 
to become eligible for calls from the churches. One 

MDiv student, Timothy Veenstra, is taking an oppor-
tunity to do a six-month internship before going to 
Classis, and another student, Kevin Star, is looking 
for a similar opportunity.  aoul ingma has prayer
fully decided not to enter pastoral ministry at this 
present time. im api , who is fi nishing up the h 
program, will continue his ministry in the Philippines. 
But who better to explain all the details than these 
men themselves? On the following pages, you can 
read a series of profi les written by our graduating 
students. We hope you enjoy them!

S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E S

Graduating
Class of 2021 at

CRTS
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Raoul Kingma
Hello everyone! My name is Raoul Kingma, and this is my wife 
Sara and our sons, Rory, Matthias, and Owen. 

I was born and raised in the Niagara Peninsula in rural south-
ern Ontario, spending my childhood romping through the 
forests and fi elds near our house. y dad was a butcher, and  
spent many summers working in his shop, as did both my young-
er brothers. After high school, I went to university to become 
a mechanical engineer and later moved to British Columbia 
to fi nish my engineering education. uring that time,  met 
Sara at Stepping Stones Bible Camp and was rather enamored. 
Because she lived in Alberta, that kicked off two years of us 
travelling between the raser alley and the dmonton area 
before we were married in .

fter  fi nished studying,  began wor  as an engineer in the 
ancouver area and continued that for fi ve years. s  transi

tioned into the workforce, however, I had developed a love for 
theology and a dear couple in our congregation suggested 
that I consider pastoral ministry. Over the next couple of years, 
I studied Greek, Hebrew, and Latin and we moved with our two 
boys in  to amilton to attend . 

Our time at seminary has been a rich blessing and time of 
immense growth, intellectually and spiritually. Being busy with 
God’s Word has worked it into my heart more deeply than ever. 
My love for the heritage of the Reformation has deepened. And 
my classmates and professors have sharpened me in more ways 
than I can count. Moreover, through summer internships, I was 
blessed to learn from the experience of several pastors – Rev. 
J. Louwerse in Hamilton, Rev. E. Watkins of Covenant OPC in 

lorida, and most recently from ev. . ynia in incoln. s a 
family, we welcomed a third son in , and have e perienced 
the love and support of the communion of saints throughout 
our four years. 

Yet this growth did not come painlessly. That was true on 
a broad level – seminary life, like everything else, was thrown 
for a loop because of the  pandemic. ut it was true 
on a personal level as well. As seminary progressed, I began 
to increasingly sense that the Lord was not leading my heart 
toward pastoral ministry, at least not at present. And so, after 
much re  ection and prayer,  made the diffi cult decision not 
to go before lassis after  fi nish.  hope and desire to use my 
training in other ways for the glory of God’s kingdom, although 
exactly what that will entail is not yet clear. That comes with its 
own challenges, but we rest in God’s providence as we look to 
the future, for although his providence may be inscrutable, it 
is always good.

Kim Lapiz
Hi, I am Kim Javier Lapiz from the Philippines. Although we have 
many international students in ,  am the fi rst ilipino. n 
saying this, I also hope that I am not the last. Interestingly, my 
ourney for ministerial training is uni ue but not unusual. his 
is to say that I am a recipient of the on-going reformation in 
my home church.

Initially, I had no idea that I would play a major role 
in this endeavour. So, my path towards ministerial func-
tion is better understood through how our church 
was converted into eformed faith. herefore,  will be shar
ing not only my story but our journey as a church. I grew up 
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in an  vangelical turned entecostal church. his is the only 
upbringing  new until early . eformed  is not even in the 
vocabulary among ilipino hristian churches. his may sound 
like a strong statement to you, but this was the reality of how 
we thought in the association of churches in which I grew up.

The Philippines is a Roman Catholic territory; the remain-
ing twenty percent belongs to other religions. One hundred 
years ago, the fi rst group of merican missionaries came bring
ing  vangelicalism. t too  a long time for eformed churches to 
have an interest in coming to the Philippines. When it was intro-
duced to us, we thought it was a brand new form of Christianity. 

y then, we learned the  and fi ve solas.  few of us decided 
to separate in order to form a new group and to share our newly 
found faith. This was a challenge for us, since there was no local 
model church. We were longing that more Reformed people 
would come with increasing fre uency. owever, it was a slow 
journey, but God meant it for good for us. Amazingly, over the 
years, even though we only have a little to teach, more church-
es started to associate with us. We are seeing a version of the 
reformation period in the Philippines.

It was also during those years that God is molding me. At 
fi rst,  only wanted to be a person in the pew. ittle did  now, 
I was slowly directed into the path of preaching the gospel 
on the pulpit. od called me into the ministry fi ve years ago.  

new  was not fully e uipped, but it happened. any of the 
ministers around me said that I will pick up more learning 
along the way. I agreed because I knew that this enterprise is 
of od. ure enough, out of nowhere at that time, early in , 

rovidence amilton  formed  heological ssistance for 
the hilippines . hey visited the hilippines and in  oe 
Bontekoe and John Langendoen told me what seems impos-
sible. or me, it was an unimaginable possibility to get training 
at . hin ing about how tedious the process might be, it 
would have been natural to hesitate. Thankfully, many prayed 
and encouraged me to continue. Sadly, three times I was denied 
a student visa. I wanted to give up, but then the Immigration 

ffi ce emailed me that they were reopening my case and even
tually he granted me the necessary visa. This, then, was also 
a guarantee that the work happening in our home churches 
would increase in knowledge.

I am grateful and privileged to receive training in CRTS. This is 
where I see how dedicated the professors are in preparing men 
for the ministry. I am also impressed with my fellow students’ disci-
pline to study. My family name “Lapiz” is the Cebuano translation 

for a pencil. It is then appropriate to say that my three years at 
CRTS have “sharpened me” to preach the pure gospel message 
for od s people. herefore, what remains ahead for me is to fi nd 
comfort from aul to the hilippians, eing confi dent of this very 
thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of esus hrist  hil . 

Ruurd O� ringa
Hello! My name is Ruurd Offringa and I’m married to a wonder-
ful woman named Tara. We have been blessed with two children, 

aniel  and nna , and are loo ing forward to receiving 
another child from the Lord’s hands in September.

The four short years of our marriage have been a whirlwind 
of changes. e married in ovember , ma ing wedding 
plans and immigration plans at the same time. n ugust  
I left behind my enjoyable job as a teacher, and we said good-
bye to Australia and said hello to Canada. Shortly after seminary 
life began, our family started to grow. Daniel was born in May 
a bit earlier than e pected , followed by nna fi fteen months 

later. At the same time, I was spoiled to be a full-time student 
again, leaving the teaching to others.

he almost  four years at seminary have been a busy four 
years, doing more reading and writing than I have ever done 
before. At the same time, it has been a blessed time as I have 
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been introduced to a wealth of knowledge and experience. 
Besides all the knowledge and experience that the professors 
have ably passed on, I have been blessed to learn from other 
ministers as well. Included in this are the three internships, 
spending two weeks with Rev. R. Vermeulen at Trinity CanRC, 
two weeks with Rev. P. Aasman at Streetlight, and ten weeks with 
Rev. K. Janssen at Willoughby Heights CanRC. The knowledge 
and experience these men have passed down has been a great 
blessing from God.

I was born in The Netherlands and moved to Canada when I 
was four. I grew up on dairy farms in Manitoba, with a brief stint 
back in The Netherlands. It was during these years in Manitoba 
when  fi rst felt the desire to go into the ministry. hen  was 
seventeen, my family moved to New Zealand, where I did a 
business degree, not really believing that God could indeed be 
calling me to the ministry. During this time I also became a NZ 
citizen. We then moved to Australia, where I taught part-time at 
John Calvin Christian College for about ten years. As I still felt 
the desire to study for the ministry, I also started studying the 
languages at this time. It was in Australia that I met my wife, Tara. 
Tara grew up in Australia and enjoys being a mom, cooking, and 
crocheting. aniel is our oldest, a uieter boy who loves boo s 
and playing with shovels outside. Anna is our lively, outgoing 
girl who loves being around people.

Although we are enjoying our time in Hamilton, we are also 
looking forward to what God has in store for us in the years 
to come. I have asked to be examined by Classis in June to 
become eligible for call. Beyond that, the future is unknown. 
We do not even know which country we’ll be living in next year, 
yet we know that wherever the Lord leads us we will be joyfully 
serving him. Soli Deo Gloria.

Kevin Star
Greetings! My name is Kevin Star, and I am a fourth-year student 
at CRTS.

Allow me to begin this introduction by addressing the 
elephant in the room  yes, my last name is tar. ot taar or tarr 
or even VanderStar. And yet, I can sing the Genevan tunes with 
gusto and ma e homemade cro uettes with a passion. How can 
this be? Legend has it that a wayfaring British sailor once made 
his way to the fair shores of The Netherlands and, won over by 
the stamppot and stroopwafels, decided to make his home 
there. Generations later, his descendants would immigrate to 
British Columbia, and that’s where my part of the story begins. 

I grew up in the city of Surrey, BC, attending William of 
Orange and Credo Christian schools. As part of my post second-
ary studies,  attended the niversity of the raser alley and 
the University of British Columbia. During most of my teenage 
years  wor ed in the fi elds of wo s farm. lanting literal 
vegetable seeds inspired me to pursue planting seeds of a more 
metaphorical ind and, in the summer of ,  pac ed up my 
trusty red Mazda and journeyed through the real mountains for 

“The Mountain,” as they call the escarpment here in Hamilton. 
Over the course of my studies, I have been able to partici-

pate in three internships and somehow inherited a cat .  did 
my orientation with Rev. De Jong and Rev. Jagersma in the 
Blessings congregation. My mission internship was spent with 
various ministers in the ERQ churches of Quebec. Although my 

rench remains limited to four or fi ve critical phrases, this e peri
ence opened my eyes to the immense need for the gospel in 
an increasingly secular and hostile culture. In the summer of 

,  spent ten wee s in unnville, ntario, wor ing under the 
guidance of Rev. John VanWoudenberg. During the summer I 
was once again reminded of the priceless value of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ – what a comfort and joy this gospel provides 
us in both “fruitful and barren years”!

My time at CRTS has been a pleasure and I am grateful for 
the friends, professors, and fellow students I’ve come to know 
along the way. I am also thankful for the support of the churches, 
and above all else the care of our Almighty and Loving Heavenly 

ather. ow, the ord willing,  am loo ing ahead, with no small 
amount of trepidation and prayer, to whatever the Lord has in 
store for me. May it all be to his glory alone.
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Tim Veenstra
Hi, I’m Tim Veenstra. This is my wife Kristen and our one-and-
a-half-year-old son, Ezra. 

While it feels like most of my peers are from far-away places, 
 grew up right here in amilton, , not far from . or the 

fi rst two decades of my life,  lived with my family of si  above 
my parents  fi sh and chips store.  am deeply grateful for my 
wonderful, godly father and mother who worked hard so that I 
might be blessed with a wonderful hristian education, fi rst at 
Timothy Christian School and then at Guido de Brès Christian 
Highschool. After high school, I enrolled at McMaster University, 
where I majored in philosophy, while dedicating my electives 
to learning Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 

By God’s grace, during my high school years, I had the pleas-
ure of meeting and falling in love with Kristen, the wonderful 
woman who is now my wife. She is kind-hearted, an incredible 
mother, and my treasured friend. e both often re  ect on, and 
thank the Lord for, the way that he has led us — even carried 
us — through our lives thus far. Through the good and the bad, 
the ord has taught us to have a fi rm confi dence in him. e has 
shown us time and again that his words are true  the  is 
good, and there is nothing that can separate us from his love.

I have been told that I started proudly proclaiming my desire 
to enter into the ministry around the age of four. During my 

teenage years that feeling waxed and waned at times, but over-
all, as my knowledge of who God is and what he has done to 
save sinners grew, so did my desire to enter the ministry in order 
to proclaim this good news far and wide. Of course, if this is 
the desire that God lays on your heart, then there is no better 
place to go than seminary.

Starting at the seminary was a fairly nerve-wracking experi-
ence — it is a lot of work! — but it has been a huge blessing for 
both me and Kristen over these past four years. We are thank-
ful for all that we experienced during my time in seminary, but 
especially the internships that I was a part of with Rev. Tony 
Roukema at Ebenezer CanRC in Burlington, Rev. Richard Bultje 
at iver of ife  in iagara alls, and ev. atthew an ui  
at Grace CanRC in Brampton. I am also grateful for the time 
that I could spend teaching catechism at Redemption CanRC 
in lamborough. hrough this time in seminary, by od s grace, 
my wife and I learned so much about our Saviour and our God. 
And, of course, the more he opened our hearts to know him, the 
more he brought us to love and adore him and his perfect Word. 

I am so thankful for my time at CRTS. In particular, I am grate-
ful for the wonderful, godly men and women who work and 
teach at the seminary. It has been a pleasure and a privilege to 
learn from them and to look to them so that I might, God help-
ing me, learn to imitate them as they imitate Christ. I am also 
incredibly thankful for the support of the churches. Thank you 
for all of your encouragement, support, and prayers!

It is bittersweet that my time at the seminary is coming to an 
end, but Kristen and I are excited that we have been asked to 
do a six-month internship with our own congregation, Mercy 
CanRC, while Pastor Ian Wildeboer is on sabbatical. We are 
looking forward to that experience and to everything else that 
God has in store. True to his nature, he has been faithful, loving, 
patient, merciful and gracious through it all, and we know that 
he will not stop now. May he use our ransomed lives in any way 
that he should choose, so that our every moment and our every 
breath might bring glory to his great name.  

Jason Van Vliet 
Principal and Professor of Dogmatics  
Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary
Hamilton, Ontario
jvanvliet@crts.ca 
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Recently we were once again joyfully permitted to attend 
worship services, though with many regulations in 
place. Thanks be to God! Although livestreaming is a 

Godsend, it is not the same as physically gathering to worship. 
I have been a church-goer for over seventy years, and have 
never e perienced such a diffi cult time in regards to church 
life, and life in general, as the years .  suppose , as 
well as many other people, thought nothing would or could 
ever change. Surely we were living in the most blessed time in 

history! We were healthy and wealthy, and enjoyed such peace 
in our country and world, never before surpassed in length and 

uality  ut suddenly in  the world changed.
The point of this is not to discuss what we lost, or conspiracy 

theories, vaccines, or whether the government overreached into 
our lives. Because although it seemed like we all lost much in the 
past year, we also gained. amilies were forced to isolate togeth
er and become reac uainted with each other. any parents 
say that although school at home was diffi cult, they en oyed 

Mutual
Encouragement 
in the Church Titus 2
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reconnecting with their children, talking, playing games, and 
exercising together. Hopefully it was a time when children and 
teens were encouraged to put away their devices and relearn 
how to fellowship with siblings once again.

We certainly realized that during the forced isolation that the 
world has drastically changed. People are no longer polite to 
one another in public, and anger and frustration and agitation is 
commonplace. The pandemic caused a fundamental change in 
how elections are held in the world, causing distressing upheav-
als and violence in many places. 

At home, among church people, meetings were held virtu-
ally, where men and women stayed home and met via Zoom 
or similar avenues, reducing travel time and fuel e penses. 
Consistory, council, committees, school boards, and study soci-
eties all stopped meeting physically. And churches and Christian 
schools did not disintegrate! In fact, some deaconries reported 
that they e perienced an in  u  of donations in anticipation of 
layoffs and unemployment among church members. 

But the one thing that was possibly lacking was fellowship-
ping among peers, and practical concern for those who might 
be suffering. Moms of small or teenaged children suddenly had 
their lives completely disrupted. dd to that diffi cult marriages 
and troubled children who acted out at home, and Mom is 
suddenly wondering about her sanity. Some dads, who had 
old habits of not helping moms much at home, or simply being 
a silent bystander, did not always change and step up to help 
their spouse. After all, they had never needed to step up before. 
Even in the church community, abuse was showing up. Some 
moms are at the ends of their ropes, wanting nothing more 
than to simply walk away. (These are general statements and 
not necessarily true in all communities.

One Sunday as I recently sat three rows behind a young 
mother alone with her youngsters in the pew, I read despair 
on her face. Her husband was at home with the baby because 
the nursery was closed. After the service, I contacted her and 
asked if I could help in any way, but regulations restricted what 
I could do. As an elderly woman, I was unsure if I could actually 
handle one of her s uirmy children beside me in the pew, but 
 new  should offer anyways. 

She was tearful and ashamed. Why was she ashamed? What 
e pectations have we laid on our young wives mothers, that 
they feel they need to perform  awlessly  hy had her husband 
not offered to have the second youngest stay home with him, so 
she could at least get something out of the service? Is it a weak-
ness to admit you can t do it all  ave aceboo  and interest 
caused an inferiority comple  among our young wives mothers

Another time a story came to me of a mother appealing to 
her pastor to help her in her diffi culties of managing a diffi cult 
husband and several teens. She was told to go to a counsellor, 
that he was not best e uipped to deal with her issues. he pastor 
probably did not reali e that if her husband was diffi cult, she 
would not be able to see a counsellor, as their services come 
with a price-tag he would not be willing to pay. Or that possibly 
her husband would never allow her to get counselling as it may 
re  ect on his reputation.  t was a neat hand off, if somewhat 
unhelpful. I am not saying that the pastor was wrong, however it 
was an appeal for help for which he possibly could have found 
another resolution. 

These situations are more visible during a pandemic. The 
devil is going about like a roaring lion, seeking those he can 
devour. We as believers are not immune. We are in the end 
times, darkness is encircling us. However, we need not be 
afraid, od is still fi rmly in control and his plan for the world 
is unfolding. However, is it not now that we need to be vigor-
ously supporting one another? Let us put away all distractions 
and make an effort towards our fellow believers; that young 
Mom or Dad, that lonely senior, or troubled teen. If we have the 
time, offer to mentor a youngster who is having trouble coping 
with his stresses and problems. Take him to McDonalds once 
a month and get him to talk to you. It doesn’t take much, and 
the rewards are great.

ather od gave his on esus hrist to redeem us from the 
dar ness and sin. et us re  ect gratitude for that redemption, 
by loving our neighbour. Diligently practice the communion of 
saints, and he will use us to become a blessing to others.   

A Sister in Christ
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A memorial book
ast year, ctober , the ree eformed hurches of outh 

Africa celebrated and commemorated the seventieth anniver-
sary of their federation of churches. ctober ,  was the 
offi cial date of the institution of the Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke 
in retoria. or this momentous occasion a memorial boo    
Gedenkbundel 70 Jaar Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Africa

– was published by two of its ministers, Dr. P. G. Boon and Dr. 
H. H. van Alten. At the occasion of the celebration, the Rev. 
Dr. H. H. van Alten delivered a festal address, Feesrede. He 
based his speech on the words and conte t  found in ra 

. n analogy of this cripture passage, he characteri ed 
the commemoration as an antiphonal song by young and old, 
a song for the generations. The elderly call upon the young-
er generation to study their church history and see that “the 
L  has been good,” with the younger generation coming 
to a covenantal response, “his steadfast love and faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation.”

A memorial book
ast year, ctober , the ree eformed hurches of outh 

Africa celebrated and commemorated the seventieth anniver-
sary of their federation of churches. ctober ,  was the 
offi cial date of the institution of the 
in retoria. or this momentous occasion a memorial boo    
Gedenkbundel 70 Jaar Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Africa

– was published by two of its ministers, Dr. P. G. Boon and Dr. 
H. H. van Alten. At the occasion of the celebration, the Rev. 
Dr. H. H. van Alten delivered a festal address, 
based his speech on the words and conte t  found in ra 

. n analogy of this cripture passage, he characteri ed 
the commemoration as an antiphonal song by young and old, 
a song for the generations. The elderly call upon the young-
er generation to study their church history and see that “the 
L  has been good,” with the younger generation coming 
to a covenantal response, “his steadfast love and faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation.”

B O O K  R E V I E W

gedenkbundel

70 Jaar
Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Africa

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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To order So, anyone who would like to order this Gedenkbundel can do so through me. Send an email to denhollanderw@
gmail com ithin a month from the date of this issue of larion and  ill order you a copy  The price ill depend on the ship
ping and handling of the order in bulk from South Africa, which will be divided over the number of copies ordered (the price 
of the book is $35.00, postage in Canada included). 

Contents
In his Voorword, the Rev. Dr. P. G. Boon echoes the message of 
this celebratory address by introducing a book that contains 
both the joyful shouts over the blessings of the L  mixed 
with the crying and tears shed over the sins and shortcomings 
of the people. This certainly summarizes the overall impression 
of this memorial book. The contents, however, work this out 
in great detail and with an impressive variety. The many and 
diverse contributions give the readers a true and living account 
of the heartbeat and energies of the members throughout these 
seventy years. The Gedenkbundel is organized in a wonderful 
and effective way of a decade-to-decade account, and each 
decade is reported on and reminisced about by members 
young and old. Each decade also includes a “chronicle” of 
events, informing the readers regarding the developments in 
the churches in the north (Pretoria-West, Pretoria Maranatha, 
and ohannesburg  and in the south ape own, elhar, ethal . 
This well-structured book also includes clear and informative 
chapters about the history of reformed education, a history of 
missions in and by the , and an overview of the ecumen
ical activities.

An exemplary work
In a review like this only an overview can be given to whet the 
appetite of the readers. Although I have had the pleasure and 
privilege of visiting ape own  and wor ing among the church
es both retoria and ohannesburg congregations  as interim 
pastor – leen predikant – the reader of this memorial book does 
not need such special exposure. Anyone who is able to read 

utch will be able very well to read, relish, and re  ect on this 
compilation of stories, accounts, summaries, and conversations, 
written in Afrikaans, and become impressed and overwhelmed 
by the manifold blessings and mighty works of the L  in his 
church gathering work in these sister churches of ours. There 
will be much that one can recogni e in the history of our sister  
churches in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, yet there also 
is much that s uni ue in this historic account. n my e perience 
as interim pastor among all these sister churches I have read 
similar memorial books, as we have also seen them published 
by many an individual church here in Canada, yet I may say in 
honesty and appreciation that this publication exceeds them 
all in many, many ways!

What makes this Gedenkbundel so uni ue and e cellent is 
not only the contents of stories, conversations, and accounts that 
are so well-written, it is especially the layout of the book. The 
wife of Dr. Boon, Jenny Boon, who is an accomplished artist, has 
applied all her artistic skills and talents to the lay-out and illus-
trations of this book. Hence it has become such a pleasant and 
attractive exercise and experience to read it and to leaf through 
it and study the pictures and impressions of a great variety of 
activities. Though a “page turner” usually applies to a novel or 
detective story, to me this book was a page turner for sure. 

William den Hollander, Minister emeritus 
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church 
Toronto, Ontario 
denhollanderw@gmail.com
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lassis lberta aber, arch , 2021 
on ene  ia oom

On behalf of the convening church at Taber, Rev. Tyler 
andergaag opened by reading from  eter  and 

re uesting the singing of salm ,  and led in pray
er mentioning the following matters  vacant churches of evon 
and Barrhead, who extended a call to Rev. Joel Vanderkooi 
which was declined, the call to Rev. Tyler Vandergaag from 
Guelph-Emmanuel, the Theological College in Hamilton, also 
in light of the health concerns of Dr. Ted. Van Raalte and the 
upcoming retirement of Dr. A. De Visser, as well as the current 
situation in our province. All those present are welcomed, 
including Br. Lloyd Van Eeden Petersman from the Trinity URC 
in Lethbridge. 

The convening church examined the credentials and found 
them to be in good order. Classis was declared constituted and 
the suggested offi cers from the last classis too  their place with 
Rev. J. Huijgen as chairman, Rev. G. Veurink as vice-chairman, 
and Rev. J. Van Spronsen as clerk. 

After the agenda was adopted, reports were presented from 
standing committees and deputies. arrhead re uests pulpit 
supply monthly, evon re uests the same beginning in uly. 
he chairman as ed the uestions from rticle  , with 

each church affi rming that the ministry of the offi ce bearers is 

being continued and the decisions of the major assemblies are 
upheld. wo churches re uested advice for assistance in the 
government of the church. A letter from the Classis Treasurer is 
received for information. 

Appointed to convene the next classis was the church at 
arrhead. he suggested date is une ,  with eptember 
,  as the proposed alternate. he following offi cers are 

suggested  ev. . an pronsen as chairman, ev. . ui gen as 
vice-chairman, and Rev. G. Veurink as clerk. Standing commit-
tees, classical deputies, and church visitors are also appointed. 

On behalf of the Trinity URCNA in Lethbridge and Classis 
Western Canada, Br. Lloyd Van Eeden Petersman took the oppor-
tunity to address lassis. ev. an pronsen spo e fi tting words 
of response. 

ersonal uestion was made use of. he chairman observed 
that brotherly censure  rt  was not necessary. he cts 
were adopted and the Press Release was approved. The chair-
man re uested the singing of ymn  and closed in prayer. 

On behalf of Classis, 
Re . erar  eurink 

ice-chairman at the time

P R E S S  R E L E A S E

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E

266 *Digital Subscription No. 1659 - Janette Dewit*



1956  -   May 9   -    2021
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can fl oods drown it.

Song of Solomon 8:7

ith than fulness to our heavenly ather,  
we oyfully announce the th wedding anniversary of our dear parents,  

grandparents and great-grandparents,

Bas and Adriana VanderBrugghen
heir than ful children,  grandchildren

and great-grandchildren.

. . ander rugghen,  o  , arman,    

“Blessed is the one who trusts in you!” - Psalm 84:12

Trusting in God, my beloved wife, our mom and oma entered the eternal 
joy of her Lord Jesus Christ. While we will miss her, we have many 
beautiful memories of her and are forever grateful for her love and care 
for us. As pastor’s wife she diligently served her LORD wherever He 
placed her  eter . he will lovingly be remembered for her 
enthusiasm, encouragement, serving nature, compassion and faith.

(Helene) Hillena Jacobina Jonker (nee Berends)

* Groningen, The Netherlands † Winnipeg, Canada
  ay ,        pril , 

♥ uly , 
 Winnipeg, Canada Rev. Klaas Jonker
 innipeg, anada  ernand  ngie on er
    Benjamin, Scott
 Cambridge, Canada  Jasper & Christine Jonker
    Lucas, Ella
 Winnipeg, Canada  Suzan & Klaas Vonck
    Hannah, Julia, Krista, Natasha
 Winnipeg, Canada  Harold & Steph Jonker
    Ambrielle, Eliana, Marissa
 Winnipeg, Canada  Clarence & Jessica Jonker
    Taryn, Joshua, Leah
 Warffum, The Netherlands  Elanna & Job Veldkamp
    Ezra, Lara 

orrespondence   rudell ay, innipeg, ,     condolences the on ers.ca 
ideo of the funeral, slideshow and program are available at the following page  

https gracecanrc.ca funeral on er  

  ay ,        pril , 

267

 V O L .  7 0  N O .  0 9  |  A P R I L  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1 

*Digital Subscription No. 1659 - Janette Dewit*



Learn more about CCRTC’s programs at: w w w . c o v e n a n t t e a c h e r s c o l l e g e . c o m

We serve Reformed Christian schools by training the next 
generation of teachers and are about to enter an exciting period 
in Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers College’s existence.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR TEAM?
If so, you are invited to contact us and explore the possibilities of becoming a

FULL-TIME FACULTY MEMBER 
As someone interested in a faculty position you will, 

You will be a communicant member in good standing of 
a Canadian Reformed Church, or of a church with which 
the federation of Canadian Reformed Churches maintains 
ecclesiastical fellowship. 

You will hold at least a Master’s degree preferably in the area 
of education, you are interested in obtaining a terminal degree, 
and you have teaching experience in either elementary or 
secondary school settings.

EXCITED AND INTERESTED? CONTACT:
Dr. Christine van Halen-Faber, PRINCIPAL
cvanhalen@covenantteacherscollege.com • 905.385.0634 

• demonstrate a deep love 
for Reformed education

• be willing to provide 
educational leadership at 
multiple levels

• display a healthy level 
of intellectual curiosity 
within biblical bounds 
(Prov. 1:5)

PICS offers a vibrant, exciting atmosphere with a strong focus on 
professional development, collaboration, and relationships. Our 
mission is to create an environment where everyone is inspired 
and challenged to use their God-given talents in service to God 
and their neighbour.

For more information, visit 
www.parklandimmanuel.ca/job-postings/

Parkland Immanuel Christian School invites applications for

Junior High Teacher

SERVE. TEACH. INSPIRE.

PICS ad fall 2020 8.5x5.5 with bleeds.indd   1 2020-11-06   1:43 PM

ufferin hristian chool
in ites applications for the role of 

PRINCIPAL
for the 2022-2023 school year.

 is a  eformed school with over  
students located in Carman, Manitoba. It offers a 

highly supportive community, an enthusiastic and 
cohesive staff, a robust administrative support team, 

and an experienced and committed board.
Interested individuals are encouraged to reach out 
to the current Principal or Board chairman for more 
details, and to discuss the possibility of taking on a 

transitioning ssistant rincipal role for ugust .
Applicants must be communicant members of 
a Canadian Reformed Church or a Church in 

ecclesiastical fellowship with the same.
Applications should be sent to

Dufferin Christian School
o  , arman, , anada,  

Attention: Mr. Garett Veldman OR EMAILED TO: 
boardsecretary dufferinchristian.ca

For more information, please contact: Principal: 
Mr. Nathan Kok, 204-745-2278

principal dufferinchristian.ca

hairman  Mr. Anton Borst, 
chairman dufferinchristian.ca

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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PICS offers a vibrant, exciting atmosphere with a strong focus on 
professional development, collaboration, and relationships. Our 
mission is to create an environment where everyone is inspired 
and challenged to use their God-given talents in service to God 
and their neighbour.

For more information, visit 
www.parklandimmanuel.ca/job-postings/

Parkland Immanuel Christian School invites applications for

Junior High Teacher

SERVE. TEACH. INSPIRE.

PICS ad fall 2020 8.5x5.5 with bleeds.indd   1 2020-11-06   1:43 PM

Trinity Reformed Church
of Lethbridge, Alberta is prayerfully seeking a

ull Time astor of 
Congregational Life
to serve alongside our Senior Pastor under the guidance 
of the onsistory in shepherding od s  oc . he astor of 
Congregational Life will direct his attention to the coun-
selling needs of the congregation in addition to preaching 
appro imately  of the ord s days. ther aspects of the 
ministry, such as visitation and education, will be shared with our 
Senior Pastor. The ideal candidate would have a heart of love for 

hrist and his people, be an ordained minister of the ord, or 
ministerial candidate, and be committed to the Reformed faith 
as e pressed in the hree orms of nity. raining in iblical 
Counselling would be an asset.

Expressions of interest along with a CV can be emailed in 
confi dence to callingcommittee trinityurc ca  This position 
will remain open until a suitable candidate is found.

Principal 
Position

Neerlandia Covenant Canadian Reformed School is 
looking for a principal for the 2021/2022 school year. 
Whether you are an experienced principal looking for 
a change, or a teacher, or a vice principal with 
the desire and aptitude to lead, we would 
love to hear from you! 

CONTACT US AT:
secretary@covenantschool.ca

WANT TO 
SEE MORE? 

View our promo video at:
C o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c a

Whether you are an experienced principal looking for 
a change, or a teacher, or a vice principal with 
the desire and aptitude to lead, we would 
love to hear from you! 

CONTACT US AT:
secretary@covenantschool.ca

WANT TO WANT TO 
SEE MORE? SEE MORE? 

View our promo video at:View our promo video at:
C o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c aC o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c a

Learning to Walk 
Together in the 
Light of God’s Word

he purpose of John al in chool 
is to assist an  support parents in 
the e ucation of their co enant 
chil ren to the glor  of o .

Principal – Mr. G. Hofsink
chool     home  
mail   george.hofsin ohncalvinschool.com 

Applications may be mailed, faxed, 
or emailed to  John Calvin School

ttention   uman esources ommittee
 tation treet, mithville, 

. . o  , mithville,    
a  number    
mail address   hr ohncal inschool.com

Grade 6 Teacher
Due to a resignation for personal reasons, the Canadian 
Reformed School Society of Smithville and Surrounding 
District, Inc., operating John Calvin School, is in need of a 
full time teacher in one of our rade  classes  duties to 
commence immediately.  This will be for the remainder 
of the current school year and to continue into the 

 school year.

ualifi ed persons are as ed to send their letter of appli
cation, résumé, and view of reformed education to the 
address below.  Applicants who love to teach and who 
desire to help educate covenant children at our school 
are encouraged to apply.  Applicants must be a member 
of a anadian merican eformed church or a church with 
whom we have ecclesiastical fellowship.  or further infor
mation, please contact the principal.
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Join us
in equipping 
covenant youth 
to be disciples 
of our King

Learning to Walk Together in 

the Light of God’s Word
C o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c a

The Alberta Advantage
Located east of the Rockies and a little over an 
hour from the bustling hub of Edmonton, Covenant 
Canadian Reformed School of Neerlandia welcomes 
you to its quaint rural community.

Dedicated teachers are paramount to meeting 
Covenant’s continued needs and to expand the school 
and its programs for over 260 enthusiastic covenant 
children. This is recognized by a supportive community 
who loves, celebrates, and values its teachers.

Currently accepting applications for Elementary and High School  
teachers for the 2021/2022 school year.

Join us
in equipping 
covenant youth 

disciples 
of our King

Learning to Walk Together in 

C o v e n a n t S c h o o l . c a

The Alberta Advantage
Located east of the Rockies and a little over an 
hour from the bustling hub of Edmonton, Covenant 
Canadian Reformed School of Neerlandia welcomes 
you to its quaint rural community.

Dedicated teachers are paramount to meeting 
Covenant’s continued needs and to expand the school 
and its programs for over 260 enthusiastic covenant 
children. This is recognized by a supportive community 
who loves, celebrates, and values its teachers.

Currently accepting applications for Elementary and High School  
teachers for the 2021/2022 school year.

we invite you to
Come for a visit!

Contact us at: 
PRINCIPAL@COVENANTSCHOOL.CA

for more information on 
compensation for your trip!

The Board of Coaldale Christian School invites applications to fill the position of

UPPER ELEMENTARY TEACHER

Duties to commence August 1, 2021

Coaldale Christian School is a growing Kindergarten to Grade 12 Reformed School with 
over 200 students in beautiful Southern Alberta, offering Prairie town living in a vibrant 

community of believers with easy access to city amenities and a short drive to the heart of 
the Rocky Mountains.

To receive further information about our school or about our area, please contact:

Mr. Jeff Van Raalte: Principal 
Phone: 403-345-4055, email: jeff.vanraalte@coaldalecs.com

Applications may be sent to Chair of Personnel Committee:
Mr. Rob Van Middelkoop

2008 – 8 Street
Coaldale, Alberta, T1M 1L1
email: vanmidr@gmail.com

     www.coaldalechristianschool.com

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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Employment opportunities
alinga nc. in arman, anitoba is looking for

 e ible, enthusiastic, reliable, team pla ers to
 fi ll the following positions

 achinist
 ed eal ertifi cation is re uired
 inimum  year e perience preferred

 achine perators
•  Some experience operating CNC or Manual 

machines is considered an asset.
• Ability to read and understand drawings.
• Willing to train the right candidate.

er ice - railer echnician
•  Experience with semi trailer repairs 

is considered an asset.
  teel and or aluminum welding e peri
ence preferred but not mandatory.

• Ability to read and understand drawings.
• Willing to train the right candidate.

Walinga offers modern machinery, competitive 
wages, full health benefi ts, company pension, and 
a great wor  environment. pprenticeship programs 
available for the pursuit of ed eal certifi cation the 
trades noted.  e are located in the small prairie town 
of Carman Manitoba, which offers affordable hous-
ing, great community spirit, and many activities all 
year round. t is located appro imately  minutes 
south west of innipeg, has  anadian eformed 

hurches, and a  hristian chool, with plenty 
of post secondary education options in Winnipeg.

If you are looking for a rewarding career in any of these 
areas or would like to share a resume please contact 
Ra  eukema at  e t  or 
email him at ra .beukema walinga.com

nl  those consi ere  for an inter iew will be contacte .

Employment opportunities.

Walinga Inc. in Carman, Manitoba is looking for flexible, enthusiastic, reliable, team players to fill the
following positions:

CNC Machinist
● Red Seal Certification is required
● Minimum 1 year experience preferred

CNC Machine Operators
● Some experience operating CNC or Manual machines is considered an asset.
● Ability to read and understand drawings.
● Willing to train the right candidate.

Service - Trailer Technician.
● Experience with semi trailer repairs is considered an asset.
● Steel and/or aluminum welding experience preferred but not mandatory.
● Ability to read and understand drawings.
● Willing to train the right candidate.

Walinga offers modern machinery, competitive wages, full health benefits, company pension, and a great
work environment. Apprenticeship programs available for the pursuit of Red Seal certification the trades
noted.

We are located in the small prairie town of Carman Manitoba, which offers affordable housing, great
community spirit, and many activities all year round. It is located approximately 45 minutes south west
of Winnipeg, has 2 Canadian Reformed Churches, and a K-12 Christian School, with plenty of post
secondary education options in Winnipeg.

If you are looking for a rewarding career in any of these areas or would like to share a resume please
contact Ray Beukema at 204-745-2951 (ext 440) or email him at ray.beukema@walinga.com

Only those considered for an interview will be contacted.

Page-1

Dufferin Christian School invites applications for 
a potential opening at the ELEMENTARY LEVEL
for the  school year.
Both B. Ed and CCRTC graduates are encouraged to apply. 

or the right candidate there is also the possibility of a 
combined administration and classroom-teacher position.

Applicants must be communicant members of a Canadian 
Reformed Church or a Church in ecclesiastical fellowship with 
the same.

Applications should be sent to Dufferin Christian School
. . o  , arman, , anada,    
ttention  Mr. Nathan Kok
r mailed o  principal dufferinchristian.ca

or more information, please contact  
rincipal  r. athan o  at 
hairman  r. nton orst at chairman dufferinchristian.ca

he boar  of the ana ian Reforme  chool ociet  
of algar  in ites applications for an

Upper Elementary/Middle 
chool Teaching osition

for the  school year at yndale hristian 
chool.   offers indergarten through rade  

with an enrollment of appro imately  students.
e also invite early applications or in uiries from 

current d students in the fi nal years of their 
studies for future openings at all grade levels 
or sub ect areas.
If you would like more information, would 
be interested in touring the school, or would 
li e to submit an application,please contact 
one of the following by March 31

Mr. Justin Raap, Principal
raap tyndalecalgary.ca

 or
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman
chairman tyndalecalgary.ca

 
The board of the 

Canadian Reformed School Society of Calgary 
invites applications for an 

Upper Elementary/Middle School Teaching Position 
for the 2021-2022 school year at  

Tyndale Christian School. 
TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12 with 

an enrollment of approximately 90 students.  
 

We also invite early applications or inquiries  
from current BEd students in the final years of  

their studies for future openings at all  
grade levels or subject areas.  

 
If you would like more information,  

would be interested in touring the school, 
or would like to submit an application,  

please contact one of the following by March 31: 
Mr. Justin Raap, Principal 
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca 

403-590-5881 or 
Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman 

chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca 
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living independently in Christian community

 Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington 
near many amenities, is a place where Christian seniors 
can enjoy independent living in community with others. 

• Reasonable rent rates at $892 per month
• Newly renovated units
• Award winning architechtural design
• Well maintained building and grounds
• No condo fees or utility bills.

All this and more make Maranatha Homes an attractive 
and affordable accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact: 
Rosanne van der Woerd

109-3260 New Street, Burlington, ON  L7N 3L4

 905-681-0311 
Email: rvanderwoerd@gmail.com

A Caring, Christian Environment

Mount Nemo 
CHRISTIAN NURSING HOME

For more information and resident application 
please contact us at 905.335.3636

www.mountnemochristiannh.on.ca
4486 Guelph Line, Burlington, Ontario

Serving the greater Burlington,  
Hamilton and Niagara Region

Contact us to set up a free 1/2 hour strategic 
tax and accounting consultation

1(905) 870 0137 | joel@jpcprofessionals.ca

JPC Chartered Professional Accountants offer a total tax and 
accounting service with a specialization in privately owned 
businesses. Thinking of when it’s right to incorporate? Or how 
you can income split? How to sell your business? Or how to 
pass it on to your children tax efficiently? Or do you require 
professionally prepared corporate or personal income tax 
returns and financial statements? With a professional account-
ing designation and a Masters in Tax equivalent come explore 
the opportunities for you and your business with us here at JPC.

Honest. Timely. Thorough.

JOEL D JAGT 
(HONS) B. COMM, CPA, CGA, 
PARTNER

Refugee Sponsorship Coordinator 
(10-15 hours per week) for our sponsorship program starting Jan 1, 2020.

City of Refuge is a committee established by and under the oversight of the Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of North America. 
Our mission is to encourage churches to consider the needs of Christian refugees all over the world with a view to sponsoring 
them to come to Canada. City of Refuge is a Sponsorship Agreement Holder with Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada.

Responsibilities
• Identify refugees to sponsor by reviewing refugee sponsor-

ship applications and assessing their eligibility under the 
private sponsorship program. 

• Prepare and submit high quality sponsorship applications.
• Follow up on sponsorship cases in process and requests for 

application status updates by reviewing files, the refugee 
database, and making inquiries with appropriate agencies

• Inform and connect churches with available settlement and 
integration services, and compile settlement resources for 
sponsors

• Respond to telephone and email inquiries about private 
sponsorship and applications in process

• Research and prepare written communication materials and 
resources to promote the refugee program and post to our 
website

• Attend local and national SAH conferences to network and 
stay well-informed

Qualifications
• Be a committed Christian
• Have compassion for suffering Christians around the world
• Possess strong computer and oral communication skills
• Ability to travel occasionally
• Ability to work independently with minimal supervision
• Prepared to meet, preferably in person, with the committee 

two times per year.

If you are interested in applying for this position, 
please submit a letter of application and resume 
via email jackschoeman@outlook.com to the  
chairman of City of Refuge, Rev. Jack Schoeman 
and pastor of Emmanuel Free Reformed 
Church in Abbotsford, BC. 

The Timothy Project 
     A number of years ago, we made you aware of the 
work of the Reformational Study Centre being done by 
our sister churches in 
South Africa for furthering 
the gospel and preparing 
men for service in the 
churches. This has been a 
wonderful opportunity to 
share the Gospel of Christ 
with those who otherwise 
would not hear it. Over 
the years, this ministry has continued to expand, and 
every day receives requests for theological material 
from Christian users in more than 60 countries across 
the world. 
     The Vineyard Church in Lincoln has partnered with 
the Timothy Project to raise the funds to support this 
ministry that has powerfully affected the lives of so 
many. We are writing with the express intent that you 

prayerfully 
consider our 
request for 
donations to 
support this 
worthwhile 
project.  
In Christ, the 
Timothy Project 
Committee  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 2 Timothy 2:2 

"…and what you have 
heard from me in the 

presence of many 
witnesses entrust to 

faithful men, who will 
be able to teach 

others also." 

Cheques may be addressed to 
Vineyard CanRC with Timothy Project 
in the memo line and sent to: 
   Vineyard Canadian Reformed Church 
   attn. Elsa DeVries  
   4628 John Street, Box 831 
   Beamsville, ON L0R 1B0 
Receipts will be issued as requested.  
If you have any questions please call 
or text (905) 512-1907. 
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Career Opportunity
With much thankfulness, we, a growing steel service centre,
are in need of a Truck Driver at Plant 1, located in Hamilton, 
ON.

We offer competitive wages, an RRSP plan, profit sharing 
and generous benefits. Our drivers work Mon-Fri and are 
home every night. An AZ license is required and experience 
hauling steel is a definite asset.

For more information, or to submit your resume, please email:
careers@jancosteel.com 
www.jancosteel.com

A  C A N A D I A N  R E F O R M E D  M A G A Z I N E
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CONTINENTAL BINS
Are you looking for a new experience and want to see Alberta in it's rawest form? Do you need to make extra 
money for that college or university degree you're after? Well here is the perfect opportunity to do both.

Continental Bins, based out of Barrhead, AB, is looking 
for labourers to help our teams this summer traveling 
throughout Alberta setting up grain bins. We are looking 
for highly motivated people who are not afraid of hard 
wor  or getting their hands dirty. 

ob will re uire traveling throughout lberta from onday 
to riday with wee ends off. ours may vary from wee  
to wee , but averaging at  hours per wee . tarting 
wage is  per hour.

Make it seasonal or make it permanent (also diverse variety 
of steel construction, have the opportunity to become a 

ed eal ron or er  and oin our team with a new career. 

ou can call atthew at  or 
email continentalbins@gmail.com.
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Co v e n a n t

Covenant Reformed Church of Grande Prairie, Alberta is

prayerfully seeking a Full-Time Pastor to join us as we continue to

be a faithful witness to the Lord Jesus Christ in this city of 70,000 

We are a small unified congregation that recognizes the calling to

be missional. We are looking to the Lord's leading in bringing us a

man to join us on our quest to be faithfully orthodox and graciously

loving as we serve the Lord Jesus together. 

Our Pastor will lead the preaching of the word and sacraments, the

teaching of the youth, and together with the congregation seek to

impact the community for Christ. 

The ideal candidate would have a heart of love for Christ and his

people, a desire to be missional, be an ordained minister of the

Word, or ministerial candidate, and be committed to the Reformed

faith as expressed in the Three Forms of Unity. 

Expressions of interest along with a resume can be emailed in

confidence to the Elders: at clerk@grandeprairieurc.org or

alternatively you may reach out to the chair of consistory directly:

Wietse Jagersma 780-882-9616

REFORMED CHURCH

P A S T O R  S E A R C H
Covenant Reformed Church of Grande Prairie, 

lberta is prayerfully see ing a ull ime astor to 
join us as we continue to be a faithful witness to the 
ord esus hrist in this city of ,  
e are a small unifi ed congregation that recogni

es the calling to be missional. We are looking to the 
Lord's leading in bringing us a man to join us on 
our uest to be faithfully orthodo  and graciously 
loving as we serve the Lord Jesus together. 
Our Pastor will lead the preaching of the word and 
sacraments, the teaching of the youth, and together 
with the congregation seek to impact the commun-
ity for Christ. 

The ideal candidate would have a heart of love for 
Christ and his people, a desire to be missional, be 
an ordained minister of the Word, or ministerial 
candidate, and be committed to the Reformed faith 
as e pressed in the hree orms of nity. 

pressions of interest along with a resume 
can be emailed in confi dence to the lders  at 
cler grandeprairieurc.org or alternatively you 
may reach out to the chair of consistory directly  

ietse agersma .
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northvalleydesign.ca

ATTENTION  
CARPENTERS

DESIGN 
BUILD 
DELIVER

WE’RE HIRING. We’re looking for Journeyman Carpenters 
to join our team. Call (250) 847-1204 or send your resumé 
attn: Tylor Versteeg to smithers@northvalleydesign.ca. 

Partnering with churches in Eastern Europe
to bring glory to God through gospel 
proclamation and practical ministry.

visit  www.coah.org  call  888-844-2624

COAH_Ads_2020.indd   2 2020-02-04   11:31 AM

Serving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Langley

RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Peter Buitenwerf
Sales Representative

Personal, Professional Service since 1987

Serving Smithville, Grimsby, Lincoln 
and Dunnville area

Direct: 905-973-3198
Email: peterb@royallepage.ca
Website: peterb.ca
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www.davesauto.ca Operating since 1996

Dave and Maaike Buist
7109 Canborough Road, Dunnville, ON  N1A 2W1

Phone: 905-774-3111
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146 Mill Street North • Waterdown, Ontario • L0R 2H0
905.689.4852 • www.kitchingsteepeandludwig.com  
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Rick Ludwig Diane Vanderwoude Russell Garnet van Popta 

Talking with loved ones today helps to ensure 
that your funeral meets the needs of tomorrow. 

Let us help you start 
the conversation.

Watch the videos at AlltheDi�erence.ca

Harvest Foundation exists to minimize the cost of
Reformed Christian school tuition in Ontario.
We provide the following support tools…

Contact our executive director to learn more.
info@harvestfoundation.ca | 289.309.1466

1) School Endowment Fund…
generates interest for a long period.
2) School 5-year Deployment Fund…
pays interest plus 20% of capital each year.
3) Direct Tuition Assistance…
provides a 20, 35 or 50% tuition reduction to qualified families.
4) Harvest Kingdom Builder Deposits…
offers unique savings/interest donation combination.
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PM 40063293  

Confessionally Reformed
Loving in manner
 Attuned to current issues
 Readable and Reliable
 In Submission to Scripture
Open to constructive criticism
Nurturing Christian living

clarionmagazine.ca

o e uip o s people for his glor ,
in faithfulness to cripture, as summari e  
in the Reforme  confessions, larion 
a heres to the following core alues
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