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LEAD ARTICLE

James Visscher Minister emeritus
Canadian Reformed Church
Langley, British Columbia
jvisscher@telus.net

Spring and Summer

Reading

A waste of time?
I am not sure if you still do this, but | dearly hope so. What am
| referring to? | am referring to the reading of books. Contrary
to what the Preacher says in the book of Ecclesiastes, reading
is not a weariness to the flesh, at least not if you read the right
books. So, are you still engaged in this vital activity?

| ask this question because it seems to me that when | look
out from my perch, | do not see a lot of readers today. | see a
lot of smart phone gawkers. | see a lot of electronic gamers. |
see a lot of Facebook scribes. But actual readers, not so much.

And that is a sad thing. | know that its hip to have the latest
cell phone and to be able to surf the net almost day and night.
But has it really led to a more knowledgeable, insightful, better
equipped and well-mannered populace? | seriously doubt it.
Instead, it has turned us into a myopic nation of skimmers. We
skim over this story, glance at that headline, take note of that
development, but we do not take the time to dig any deeper.
As a result, we may know a little about many things, but not
much about anything.

We are turning
into a myopic nation

of skimmers

So here is some free advice for the spring and summer of
2021: ration and restrict your cell phone time, give Facebook,
Instagram, Snapchat, Parler, MeWe, and all the rest a real rest,
and pick up a good book.

Ortund’s Gentle and Lowly

You might for the sake of your soul pick up a copy of Dane C.
Ortlund’s book, Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners
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and Sufferers (Wheaton: Crossway, 2020, 240 pages). As the
subtitle suggests, this is a book about the person of our Lord
Jesus Christ and then especially about his heart. | do not know
aboutyou, butis there a better topic to read about and to reflect
on then this? We may spend time personally and in our Bible
study groups examining the miracles of Christ, debating the
meaning of the words of Christ, even reflecting on the suffer-
ings of Christ, but how much time do we spend on his heart?

Ortlund’s book, as the introduction states, is written for the

"discouraged, the frustrated, the weary, the disenchanted, the
cynical, the empty. Those running on fumes.” Now, that's quite
the crowd, and | am sure that we can find our place in it some-
where. As a result, he has developed this “strategy,” which is “to
take either a Bible passage or a bit of reading from the Puritans
or others and consider what is being said about the heart of
God and of Christ.”

In a series of 23 chapters, he explores this most exalted of
subjects. In so doing, he deals with the happiness, gentleness,
and emotional life of Christ, the Spirit and Christ, the Father and
Christ, the mercy of Christ, the love of Christ, the endless love
of Christ and so much more.

I would encourage you to grab hold of a copy of this much
acclaimed book and read it. It will refresh your soul and give
you a greater appreciation of our most wonderful Saviour. The
hope it conveys goes well with spring-time flowers.

Keller’s Hope

Another book that | would recommend to you is newly minted
and just off the press. It comes from the pen of someone who |
was introduced to years ago and who encouraged me relentless-
ly to finish my doctoral work when | was burdened and distracted
in my ministry. His name is Timothy Keller, and he is deathly ill. You
see, like Alex Trebek of Jeopardy fame, he has pancreatic cancer.
It's one of the worst cancers that you can contract.

Now, Tim has written almost a library full of books since |
was one of his students at Westminster Theological Seminary
in Philadelphia during the 1980s. At a certain point, he decided
to leave seminary life behind and attempt to evangelize the
impossible, namely the financiers and stockbrokers of Wall
Street. Well, surprise, surprise, God decided to bless that work
and now today there is a large network of faithful churches not
just around New York City, but in it.

These days, however, Keller is retired and coping with chemo,
but that has not stopped him from thinking and writing a book
called Hope in Times of Fear (New York: Viking, 2021, 244 pages).

I think the title pretty well says it all. This is a book about hope
in the face of suffering and death. Tim writes about hope, all
kinds of hope: certain, future, glorious, subversive, and personal.
He writes about hope for you, for our relationships, for justice
in society, for hope in the face of suffering, and in connection
with the future.

He does so with great skill, much pastoral warmth, and deep
insight. And in the process, he gives us hope for our personal
lives, hope for our troubled world, and hope in the face of death.

If you have a friend or relative who has been visited by pain
and grief, or even a friend who is seriously ill and at death’s door,
give him or her this book. It will do more for their soul than a
thousand gin tonics.

Graham’s Cheer Up

We must move on, however, and now we come to quite a differ-
entbook. It's a biography. It's about the life of a man whom you
have probably never heard of called C. John Miller. Along with
Keller, | met him too in the 1980s in Philadelphia. At that time, he
was the pastor of New Life Church in Jenkintown, PA. The book
| am referring to is written by Michael A. Graham and is called
Cheer Up: The Life and. Ministry of Jack Miller (Phillipsburg:
P&R, 2020, 240 pages).

So, who was Jack Miller, or C. John Miller? He was in all
respects a most remarkable man: pastor, theologian, missionary,
professor, counsellor, visionary, mentor, and writer. For much
of his life, he was a pastor in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
and later he joined the Presbyterian Church in America. At the
same time, he was also a man with a burden. He wanted to bring
the gospel to those who were often regarded as unreachable.
In his youth he himself had been one of those “unreachables”
and later he wanted to evangelize American untouchables. By
the way, the impetus for Tim Keller to go to New York City and
minister to the Wall Street crowd was because he had been influ-
enced deeply by Jack Miller. As well, the rise of the so-called

"missional church movement” in Presbyterian and Reformed
circles owes a great debt to this man.

Jack was also quite a character, and he was known far and
wide for his apt sayings: “Cheer up, you are far worse than you
think!” and “Cheer up, God's grace is greater than you ever
dared hope!” and “Cheer up! Come on, let's die together! It's a
great way to come to life!” and “The best news you ever heard
is that original sin is true!” and so forth.

Alll can say is that if you want to change it up when it comes to
your spring and summer reading, this is the book that will do
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it. It will give you insight into this remarkable man and his zeal
to bring the gospel to others. You will be taught much by this
man who wrote so tenderly about a wayward daughter in his
book, Come Home, Barbara and so pointedly about the church
in his book, Outgrowing the Ingrown Church.

Trueman’s Rise and Triumph
of the Modern Self

Thus far we have considered three books, let me now introduce
you to a fourth and kind of different and deeper sort of book. It
is written by a church historian and social commentator called
Carl R. Trueman, and has the long title: The Rise and Triumph
of the Modern Self: Cultural Amnesia, Expressive Individualism
and the Road to Sexual Revolution (Wheaton: Crossway, 2020,
426 pp.).

As the title suggests, this book is not for the faint of heart. It
cannot be quickly read and easily summarized. It forces you to
read carefully and to think hard. Yet, in the end, it pays all sorts
of benefits for those who persevere. Why? Because it is one
of the most perceptive studies of what is currently happening
in our modern world from a Christian point of view. In a few
shortyears so many things have changed when it comes to how
people view themselves, their natures, their sexuality, their rela-

"n

tionships, and their status. Words like “woke,” “cancel culture,”

" "

"binary,” "androgyne,” “transferm,” and others abound. A whole
new vocabulary has and is being created. Human sexuality is in
convulsion and confusion. And much of it threatens to change
the world as we know it.

Now, all of this may not interest some of you; however, many
of you would like to know as to where this has come from, how
this has developed, what are its roots, and where is it headed.
For answers to those and other questions, Trueman is a sure
and able guide. He knows his stuff. He makes sense. He imparts
understanding. He lays bare the cultural wars. So, pick up this

book, read it and sweat a little. It will all be worth it!

Waters, Reid, and Muether’s

Covenant Theology

In addition, some of this can also be said of our next and last book.
Itis notthe work of one person, butitis a compilation of essays,
twenty-seven of them, to be exact. They have been vetted and
edited by the trio of Guy Prentiss Waters, J. Nicholas Reid,
and John R. Muether. The book is called Covenant Theology

(Wheaton: Crossway, 2020) and, at 672 large pages, it is a pill.
Only, it is for those who love the term “covenant” and have an
interest in covenant “theology,” a nice pill.

It should be said as well that this big book was a joint project
of the men who teach at Reformed Theological Seminary and
its campuses in Atlanta, GA, Jackson, MS, Orlando, FL, Dallas,
TX, Charlotte , NC, and Washington, DC.

In any case, almost all that you ever wanted to know about
“covenant” can be found in this book: the covenant of redemp-
tion, the covenant of works, the covenant of grace, the Noahic
covenant, the Abrahamic covenant, the Mosaic covenant, the
Davidic covenant, the covenant in the OT and in the NT, the
covenant in history, and the covenant today. The list of topics
goes on and on.

Is it complete? No! It would be impossible to write one book
only on this subject. At the same time, it is also Presbyterian as
all of the authors teach at Presbyterian seminaries and subscribe
to the Westminster Standards. Is it Reformed? My reading of it
would answer that question in the affirmative. This is not to say
that it is above criticism. There are some distinctions that | have
reservations about. As well there are some evaluations that| do
not share. Nevertheless, by and large, this is a comprehensive,
faithful, and well written book on covenant theology. All who
read it will be rewarded by a richer and deeper understanding
of the Reformed faith.

A closing tip

Allin all, there are a lot of pages to read and digest here in these
five books. And no doubt some of you are inclined to add “and
there's a lot of money needed to buy them too.” True enough!
Still, let me tell you about a way to build a library without taking
out a mortgage. It goes like this: (a) buy yourself a Kobo or
iPad; (b) download Kindle for free; (c) monitor Tim Challies’s
website (challies.com) and keep an eye out for his Kindle ebook
bargains; (d) buy and download when on sale.

Since | retired, | no longer receive a book allowance from
the church, so | have to be creative when it comes to stretch-
ing my book dollars. Thanks to Kindle and Tim, | now have a
virtual library at very little cost. Of course, | know that reading
ebooks takes some getting used to, but there is in life no gain
without pain.

Happy reading!
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TREASURES NEW & OLD

:: MATTHEW 13:52

Turning the World
Upside Down

“These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also.” (AcTs 17:6)

hat should we make of these words? Were they

simply an offhand comment thoughtlessly expressed

in a moment of great intensity? Just an example of
the inflamed rhetoric of the first century? Or are we given here
words fit for a Clarion Pentecost meditation? | tip my cards.

For context, this charge was brought against Paul and his
companions by their opponents in Thessalonica, a group of
jealous Jews who formed a mob intent on causing trouble for
the new believers in the city. These words were therefore meant
as criticism and not as a compliment or commendation.

The NASB renders the charge as having “upset the world,”
while the ESV translates it more colourfully as having “turned
the world upside down.” Whatever the case, it was quite the
accusation! This was no mere local matter. Whether they under-
stood it or not, the accusation implied that the whole world was
affected by this modest team of travelling missionaries and their
message. They were reckoned to be having the kind of impact
most missionaries can only dream of.

So what happened? From Acts 17 and Paul’s letters to the
Thessalonians, we get a good sense of how these missionaries
had disturbed the peace in the city. It was by their preaching
and teaching the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ, and by
living a new and counter-cultural life aligned with that message!
For these reasons, they were viewed as a threat to societal order.
In today's terms, they might be labelled radicals and extremists.
And indeed the gospel does produce a sort of radicalism and
extremism, but not in the way most think. Those who embrace
the gospel do not incite insurrections, plant bombs, or start riots.
Instead they live as good citizens who love their neighbours and
speak the truth at any cost. Rather than killing for Jesus, they lay
down their lives for Jesus. The only peace they want to disturb
is the peace of the graveyard.

That was precisely the impact the gospel had in Thessalonica.
Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 1:5, “Our gospel came to you not
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction.” When the gospel was proclaimed it persuaded

hearts, shattered falsehoods, challenged worldviews, and
upended the social order in many ways. This gospel was clear-
ly dangerous to the status quo. Thessalonian Twitter certainly
would have banned it.

But who was responsible for this upheaval? Notice that Paul
and his companions do not take the credit themselves. They
attribute it to the work of the Holy Spirit! It was the Spirit of
Pentecost who opened ears and transformed hearts, and made
the Thessalonian Christians receptive to the Word. It was the
Spirit who made them reflect their teachers and their Lord. The
Spirit gave them strength of faith and conviction to face perse-
cution and affliction with joy. The Spirit dissolved their love for
idols and replaced it with a greater love for God, and the desire
to serve him and devote themselves to him. The Spirit filled
them with anticipation for Christ’s return and amplified their
witness throughout the world so that their reputation spread
like wildfire. The list goes on.

Such are the effects the Spirit induces and produces when
the gospel is embraced in faith and echoed in life. A more
accurate and appropriate description would therefore be to say
this was not turning the world upside down, but rather right-

side up!

For Further Study

1. How can you disturb the peace of the grave-
yard in your own life, in your closest relationships,
and in your interaction with unbelievers?

2. Would we as Christians today be found guilty
of the charge of turning the world upside
down, for the reasons we should be?

Calvin Vanderlinde Minister
American Reformed Church
Nooksack Valley, WA
calvinvanderlinde@gmail.com
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I Love
My Master!

“You have given me an open ear” ~ Psalm 40:6

Introduction

Slavery is one of those topics in God's Word that probably makes
you a bit uncomfortable. It just doesn't seem to fit with the God
we know and love. The Lord God himself had gone to great
lengths to rescue his people from slavery to wicked Pharaoh and
the ruthless Egyptians. He's done the same for us by rescuing us
from sin and the devil through the person and work of Christ. Yet,
one of the first things God does after rescuing his people from
Egyptian slavery is provide them with their own set of slavery
laws. How could God do this? How could he permit one member
of his holy nation to enslave another? Although this two-part
series on slavery (which will focus primarily on Exodus 21:1-11)
will not address every difficultly we have, it will go a long way in
terms of helping us understand biblical slavery and to view it in
light of the gospel.

Temporary slavery

Immediately after God gave the Ten Words of the covenant to
his people (Exod 20), he gave them the Book of the Covenant
(Exod 20:22-23:33). It's a book with a variety of specific laws to
help God's people live as his holy nation and royal priesthood.

One of the first laws the Lord sets before his people has to do
with slavery. It begins like this: “When you buy a Hebrew slave,
he shall serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free,
for nothing” (Exod 21:2). It was this verse — among others — that
many in nineteenth century America used to support slavery.

The language of “buy a Hebrew slave” might give the impres-
sion that there is some legitimacy for using this as a proof text for
slavery. It seems to suggest that people were forced into slavery
and sold against their will. This was not the case. Biblical slavery
was not forced, but voluntary. Deuteronomy 15:12 makes this
clear when it speaks about a person who “sells himself” into
slavery. The only time a person could be forced into slavery
was if that person stole something and couldn’t pay it back
(Exod 22:3). So, to use Exodus 21:2 in support of nineteenth
century slavery is to misuse and abuse it. A slave in biblical
times wasn't captured against his will by ruthless slave traders,
tossed on a ship, and sold like cattle in a market in a foreign land,
worked to the bone, mistreated, and abused. Slavery was a
voluntary act.

Now, why would people sell themselves into slavery? Nine
times out of ten itwas because they ran into financial difficulties or
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Biblical slavery
was voluntary, limited,

and temporary

mismanaged their money. When this happened, they would
voluntarily sell themselves into slavery to pay their debt.

Biblical slavery was not only voluntary, but limited and
temporary. Six years was the max. In the seventh year, the slave
was free to go without paying a penny (Exod 21:2). He did his
time. His work paid for the debt he owed. In fact, his six years
of slavery would have more than paid for his debt. It's for this
reason that the Lord forbids a master from sending a slave
away “empty handed” (Deut 15:13). The master was required
to liberally supply the slave from his flock, threshing floor, and
wine press (Deut 15:14).

Life-long slavery
Although slavery was primarily intended as a temporary meas-
ure, life-time slavery was possible in certain circumstances. If
a man went into slavery single and his master gave him a wife,
then his wife and any children they had belonged to the master.
This meant that after the six years was up, only the man was
free to go (Exod 21:3-4). This seems somewhat harsh, but it
protected generous masters. If a master gave his slave a wife,
the master would have to pay the large dowry price for his
slave's bride. He would also have to supply a house for the grow-
ing family, food, and diapers (or whatever they used back then).

In all likelihood, a slave would only marry during his six years
of slavery if he already planned to say: “l love my master, my wife,
and my children; | will not go out free” (Exod 21:5). Such a vow
is a direct result of the master’s kindness and care to this slave.
The master has been so good to him! He's given him stability.
The slave doesn’t have to worry about his finances anymore.
He has a wife and children. Life is good. He doesn’t want his
freedom back. He wants to be a slave for life to a master who
loves him, who has kept him on the straight and narrow, and
has enabled him to thrive.

When a slave made a vow of life-long slavery, it had to be
officially verified and publically confirmed. The master had to

"bring him to God" (Exod 21:6). "God" here is sometimes trans-
lated as “judges” (NIV). Those are not necessarily two different
things. By taking the slave before the judges, the master is also
taking him before God who appointed judges over his people
(Exod 18). The point is that the slave must publicly declare a
love for his master. This would prevent any abuse on the part of
a cruel master. If a man vowed to be a slave for life, he must not
be coerced or forced into it. He must confirm his vow publicly
before the Lord and in the presence of witnesses. Once the vow
is publicly confirmed, the master takes his slave to a door or
doorpost and pierces his ear with an awl. His pierced ear was
a sign that he was a slave for life (Exod 21:6).

Slavery and bankruptcy

This kind of biblical slavery is a far cry from what happened in
nineteenth century America. In biblical times, the slave was to
be treated with love and care. His slavery was temporary - six
years max - and then he was free to go, but not empty handed.
He was to go with gifts from his master. If the slave decided to
stay that was his decision, not his master’s. He could decide
that being a slave for life with a master who loved him was
better than to be free and have to deal with the pressures of
managing his own affairs.

Looking at it this way, even though we don‘t condone slavery
in our day and age, we could cautiously say that the general
principles laid out here for dealing with debts is perhaps better
than our current system. If you run into serious financial diffi-
culty, you can declare bankruptcy. In many cases, those you owe
money to don't get a penny. After bankruptcy, it's very hard to
get back on your feet again. No one wants to give you a loan. So,
no one wins. No debts are paid, no second chances available.
At least in biblical times, debts were paid, the individual had
six years of apprenticeship - so to speak - and could be trained
to handle his finances better. After the six years, if the man did
not wantto be a slave for life, his master would liberally supply
him with enough for him to get back on his feet again.

Slavery and the gospel

As helpful as biblical slavery might be in helping reform current
bankruptcy laws, we must also think of these laws in the light of
the gospel. Jesus Christ is the suffering servant or slave of the
Lord (Isaiah 53). Our Saviour sold himself into slavery on our
behalf. He declared a love for his master (his Father in heaven)
and refused to go free. The words of Psalm 40:6 most aptly
belong on the lips of our Saviour: “In sacrifice and offering you
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He emptied himself,
taking the form

of a slave

have not delighted, but you have given me an open ear” (cf. Heb
10:5-7). An open ear is probably not a reference to a listening
ear, butto the pierced ear of a slave. That's what the Lord Jesus
was given by his Father - not literally but truly! That's why the
Lord Jesus delighted to do God's will (Ps 40:8).

His heavenly Master asked him to die a sinner’s death. Out of
love for his master, Jesus did. “He did not consider equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the
form of aslave ... he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death, even death on a cross” (Phil 2:6-9). There - on the cross -
it wasn't his ear that was pierced, but his hands and his feet for
our transgressions, for our iniquities, for our peace (Isa 53:5).

In light of his open ear and pierced hands and feet, we must
now declare ourselves to be his slaves for life. We love the Lord
Jesus. We love him for all he's done for us. So, we too must
declare publicly before judges, before God, “l love my master...
| will not go out free.” We too must put an ear to the door in
faith as our Master and Lord gives us an open ear and makes
us his slaves for life!

Have you done that? Have you put your ear to the door in
faith? Do you realize that it's better to be a slave of Christ than to
be your own master or to live under the harsh slavery imposed
by sin and the devil? They're horrible masters, worse than the
Egyptians. The love of money will destroy you. The promises
of worldly pleasure are always temporary. In the end, they will
leave you empty and miserable. These masters promise the
world, but never truly satisfy. You can't thrive under them.

So run to the one master who promises life, who always
satisfies, and allows us to thrive. Run to the Lord Jesus. Be his
slave. Like the eyes of the slave girl in Psalm 123, intently linger
and look to your Master’s face knowing that he will grant you
his grace. Thrive under his love. He gives us rest when we are
weary and burdened. His yoke is easy; his burden light (Matt
11:28-30). He's relieved us of our spiritual bankruptcy. He's given
us stability, purpose, hope, and life. He satisfies hungry and
thirsty souls. It's a blessing not a curse, a delight not a burden,
to be a slave of Jesus Christ, not just for six years but for life!

Tyler VanderGaag, Minister
Canadian Reformed Church
Taber, AB
tyler.vandergaag@gmail.com

NOTICE OF CONVOCATION

at the address of the Emmanuel Canadian Reformed Church:

8037 Highway 7 East, RR#2,
Guelph-Eramosa, ON
N1H 6H8

generalsynod2022@emmanuelguelph.ca

We hereby extend an official notice of convocation of General Synod Guelph 2022, to commence Tuesday, May 10, 2022.
A prayer service has been scheduled for Monday, May 9, 2022 at 7:30pm, at the Emmanuel Canadian Reformed Church at Guelph.
All material for Synod should be sent to the attention of the Synod Organizing Committee

Electronic submissions and communication should be directed to:

GENERAL SYNOD 2022

guelph emmanuel

According to the Guidelines for General Synod, as provided in the Acts of General Synod Edmonton 2019 (Appendix 20):

all material for Synod should be received by the convening church in paper or digital format (searchable text PDF as much as feasible) no later than six weeks prior to the convocation
date of general synod. Those submitting material shall ensure that one signed copy is available for the archives of General Synod. Material received after this date shall ordinarily not be
added to the agenda unless Synod is satisfied that the reasons given for later arrival are reasonable
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“Declaring the Whole Counsel of God”

Indonesia. Reformed. Fellowship (YPRI)

Tetapi aku ingin

apa vang jahat.

supaya kamu bijaksana
terhadap apa yang baik,
dan bersih terhadap

Kabar tentang ketaatanmu
telah terdengar oleh semua orang.
Sebab itu aku bersukacita tentang kamu.

Andriyan

Responses to Gospel
Radio & Online
Ministry:

JAVA

Online Sunday School
Ministry

Caesario, Sunday school
student -Yogyakarta:

I am very happy to be able
to listen to God’s Word reg-
ularly and also participate
in online Sunday school
and prayer meetings, espe-
cially now ... [due to coro-

na lockdown] have been to
church only twice.

Kyntia, Sunday school
student - Central Java:

I am very happy to be able
to join the online fellow-
ship. Besides being able to
learn God’s Word, there are
also prizes for the activities
and online quizzes. The
prize is also really good
too, a daily devotional.

Kefas, Sunday school stu-
dent - Lampung-Sumatra:

Praise God I was able to
join the online Sunday

Ge

school. Even though it was
only online and I could
only listen to God’s words
[Not interact in person],
but I was very blessed and
my faith can continue to
grow.

Erlin, Sunday school
teacher - Central Java:

Thank you for the blessings
our Sunday school children
receive through the online
program. This is extraor-
dinary, especially because
of the Muslim pressures on
us.

We believe that God lacks
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Jakarta Online Sunday School

no of means to help and
care for us.

Our Sunday school chil-
dren are very happy to hear
the devotions. Although
short, the message con-
veyed is very clear and easy
for children to understand.

Listener Community

Mrs. Jaminah, small
vegetable stall owner,
Banyumas-Central Java:

Thank you because I can
listen to Gods words and
Javanese spiritual music is
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Sulawesi island - Mrs Jumiati can now hear the gospel in
the Makassar language

beside me when I look after
the shop every day.

Mr. Rasim, farm worker,
Sokaraja-Central Java:

I am grateful for the radio
and USB flash drive that
were given to me, because
with this radio I can listen
to God’s Word every day.

Mr. Pariman, unskilled
laborer, Purworejo-
Central Java:

With the radio and USB
flash drive provided, I can
hear daily Javanese devo-
tions and sermons from
the church during this pan-
demic.

MERF-Canada

Thank you for your faith-
ful support! Please make
cheques payable to MEREF-
Canada and send them to
the address at the bottom of
the page.

Online donations can
be made to Middle East
Reformed Fellowship
(Canada) Inc. through
www.merf.org/support

Cl

New Radio Station
at Lewa, Sumba-East
Nusa Tenggara

Rev. A Taranau, Sumba
Christian Church at
Paraikauki-Lewa:

Praise God that now we
can listen to God’s words
more often over the radio.
During this pandemic chil-
dren can continue to learn
long distance daily through
radio. This is a great bless-
ing for us to always main-
tain our faith and grow
even more with the spirit-
ual radio broadcasts.

Children are also no longer
being left behind in learn-
ing, because they are able
to study every day from
home or together in the
Hambila Humba reading
garden.

SULAWESI

Mr. Rannu, bank employee,
responding to the online
video program “Injil
Masih Menyelamatkan”

Keep the joy of serving the

Lord. I am very inspired
by your online media min-
istry.

Hendra, self-employed,
responded to the online
video  “Merenung
Semenit”

I am very blessed with the
teaching from the Word of
God from the YPRI chan-
nel -- simple and easy to
understand, Thank you.

Ika, a student, responds
to the Toraja language
broadcasts:

Every evening, coming
home from school, I enjoy
listening to the Toraja lan-
guage broadcasts. Through
these broadcasts, I learn
God’s Word and clearly
understand it.

Mrs.  Jumiati, house-
wife, responds to the
Makassarese language
broadcasts:

Thank you for giving us
the radio. We can now hear
our favorite broadcasts on
Cristy radio.

“The people
who walked in
darkness have

seen a great

light; those
who dwelt in
a land of deep
darkness,
on them has
light shone.”

— Isaiah 9:2

Praise God for Indonesian
Reformed  Fellowship
(YPRI) teams reaching
out with the gospel by
radio and online to the
multi-lingual 276 million
Indonesians on the many
islands.

The ministries are in 5
major regional languages
plus Bahasa Indonesia,
the national language.
Pray for the churches to
grow in number and in
faith.

Central Java island - Mrs. Jamlnah llstens to gospel rad/o in her shop

MERF Canada | 1225 Dundas St., RR#1 | Burlington, ONL7P 0Sg | Tel. (1) 289 895-8153 | merf@merf.org
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YOU ASKED

During His Ministry on Earth, Did the Lord Jesus
Favour the Kingdom of Heaven Over the Church?

What is the difference between the kingdom of heaven and the church of God? Both terms seem to be used somewhat
interchangeably in the New Testament, and they both seem to refer to the concept of all Christendom.
From the gospel accounts, it seems as if Christ favours the kingdom over the church.

hen we go by the frequency of the Lord Jesus's
s ; s ; mentioning of the kingdom of heaven (or kingdom
of God) and of “the church,” you would indeed get

the impression that he favoured the kingdom over the church.
In fact, in the gospel of Matthew, for instance, it is in Matthew
16:18 only that he mentions “the church.” And then we should
note that his mention of “church” (ekklésia) in that pronounce-
ment of the Lord Jesus to Peter might not even be considered
a reference to “church” as we think of it today. It is, however, a
normal Greek word for every form of meeting, gathering. It
is the translation of the OT term for God's people Israel, the
Gathering (gahal). In Matthew's account it doesn't yet have that
technical meaning of “church.” The Lord Jesus is “gathering” the
New Testament Israel, as Shepherd of the sheep (9:36; 11:28;
15:24). Although many have walked away from him, his disciples
are the ones persisting in following him, forming a small “gath-
ering” around him. He promises his disciples that they will be
the basis, foundation, of his ekklésia.

Right from the start the Lord Jesus preached the coming of the
kingdom of heaven (just as John the Baptist did as well). In his
preaching and teaching he brings the gospel of the kingdom,
the restoration of the life of God's people in obedience with the
will of God and the renewal of the heart of the believers for their
life with God. In the parables, for instance, he reveals the secrets
of his kingdom, and in the listeners’ response they show whether
they belong to this kingdom or not. It was a matter of faith!

The Lord Jesus taught his listeners what they had to believe,
how they were to live and act, and according to what ordinances
of God’s Word they had to direct their lives. “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples,” he said (John 8:31); “You are
my friends if you do what | command you” (John 15:14); and,
in Matthew 16:19; 18:18, he gives his disciples the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, which they have to handle according to

his instructions. In the exercise of this authority, the church is
permitted to declare who are included among the obedient
citizens of the kingdom of God. The church is also allowed to
proclaim who has no partin the kingdom of Christ. The “church,”
then is the assembly of the obedient citizens of the kingdom. In
that sense “church” and "kingdom” are very close!
In the gospel accounts, then, we don't read much about the
“church” or the gathering of the church per se. In the book of
Acts, however, the unity between church and kingdom comes
strongly to the fore. The gospel by which the church is gathered
isthe gospel of the kingdom. Only those who have seen from the
Scriptures that the church is the assembled people of the king-
dom of heaven can understand that the spread of the kingdom
inthe first place means the institution of local churches of Christ.
That aspect also God shows in the NT. He makes the members
of his church citizens of the kingdom of heaven (Phil 3:20), those
who are seeking the things of his kingdom. The kingdom of heav-
en (or of God, used interchangeably and synonymously) reaches
farther than the church; the church preaches the redemption
of life, the restoration of man in the image of God, through the
regeneration of the believer. The church has to preach the gospel
of the kingdom to equip the believer for the struggle over the
whole width of public life. The church, therefore, is there for the
sake of the kingdom: to train the co-workers in the kingdom
(Col 4:11), in order that they may walk worthy of the calling of
kingdom and glory!

William den Hollander, Minister emeritus
Bethel Canadian Reformed Church
Toronto, Ontario
denhollanderw@gmail.com
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

| would like to thank Clarion and specifically Rev. Eric Kampen for his Lead Article in the last issue. |
remember quite a few years ago Dr. Faber, in a mini lecture series, in which he gave us a whirlwind tour
of Calvin's Institutes, saying something to the effect that we too easily in our hearts and minds dismiss the
time that Jesus spent in the grave. We move too swiftly from Good Friday to Easter Sunday. Allow me to
remind the readers that in the Christ’s Psalms our Psalms devotional, between the meditations on Christ’s
suffering and death and Christ's resurrection, we find two meditations on Christ's time in the grave, one
on Psalm 39 and one on Psalm 71. Thanks once again Rev. Kampen for reminding us of this “Awful” and
yet "Awesome” Saturday and of what this means for us.

Norm Schuurman

PRESS RELEASE

Press Release of Classis Central Ontario
held on March 26, 2021

The convening church was Redemption Canadian Reformed 2. Credentials: Rehoboth Church reported that the primi
Church and as of the regular practice, Classis met at the delegates are in attendance. The credentials were exam-
Ebenezer Church building. Because of the COVID restrictions, ined and found to be in order.

three groups were connected by Zoom. Thank you to Ebenezer

for providing the technology to make all this possible. 3. Classis was constituted.

1. Opening: Rev. Jake Torenvliet, on behalf of the convening 4. Appointments: Rev. lan Wildeboer was appointed

church, welcomed all the delegates and opened the meeting  as Chair, Mr. Nathan Helder as Vice Chair, and
with Scripture reading from Philippians 2:1-18 and prayer. Rev. Winston Bosch as Clerk.
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5.Agenda: The agenda is adopted with one change.

6. Memorabilia: The chair notes the recent accident and
hospitalization of Dr. T. Van Raalte and the health concerns
of Dr. A. de Visser and retired pastors Rev. John van Popta
and Rev. Chris Bosch. Also noted is Rev. Hilmer Jagersma'’s
acceptance of a call from Fellowship, and the publication of
Rev. DeGelder's book on Revelation.

7. Reports:

a. Church visitation reports were received for: Bethel,
Blessings (Mercy), Ebenezer, Fellowship, Jubilee,
Redemption, and Rehoboth Church. With grati-
tude to God, it could be reported that the work of
proclaiming the Word, administering the sacraments,
and shepherding God's people continues to occur
faithfully in these congregations and in accordance
with the Church Order.

b. Special report update re: Proposed Changes to
Classical exam Guidelines: After a discussion it is
decided to have the Ad Hoc Committee work with
the suggestions given and bring back a new report
at the next classis.

8. Question Period according to Article 44 C.O.

a. Rehoboth Church - seeking advice for the call to Rev.
Victor Atallah, to continue his work with MERF. After
discussion and committee work, support was given
with recommendations.

b. Aduvice is given to Ebenezer regarding how to
respond to Fergus Maranatha Canadian Reformed
Church’s request to the churches to form a commit-
tee to interact with the government.

9. Proposals or Instructions of the Churches:

a. Burlington Fellowship - Approbation of Call was
completed according to classis regulations. The in-
stallation date is April 9, 2021. Ebenezer church was
appointed to represent Classis.

b. Burlington Ebenezer - an overture for a change

to Church Order Article 44 regarding Advisory
Members was discussed. After committee work the
overture was not adopted.

10. Correspondence Received:

a. An appeal from Ebenezer was received regarding
Lord’s Supper admission at Fellowship. After com-
mittee work the appeal is declared inadmissible
according to classis regulations for appeals.

b. An appeal from the Orangeville Canadian Reformed
Church was received regarding practices at Bless-
ings. After committee work the appeal is declared
inadmissible according to classis regulations.

c. Licensure Extension for Anson Vandelden - After
discussion Classis unanimously decides to approve
the Licensure Extension for seventeen months (until
classis of June 2022).

11. Appointments:
a. Convening church for the next classis will be Bless-
ings (Mercy)
b. Suggested officers for the next classis:
i.  Chairman: Rev. Winston Bosch
ii. Vice-Chairman: Elder delegate from the
convening church
iii.  Clerk: Rev. Gerrit Bruintjes

12. Date of Next Classis: June 11, 2021
13. Question Period was made use of.
14. Censure according to Art. 34 C.O.
a. The Chair noted with much thankfulness that cen-
sure was not needed.

15. It was decided that the Acts and Press Release would be
approved by the Classis Officers post meeting.

16. Closing: Rev. lan Wildeboer led in closing prayer. The
meeting was adjourned.

Nathan Helder, Vice-Chair
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40th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Ron & Marian Bremer

(nee Dokter)
1981 - May 23 - 2021

With thanks and praise to our Heavenly Father,
we together with our children, Lord willing, will celebrate our
40th Wedding Anniversary.

"Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.”
1 Corinthians 13:7

We have been greatly blessed with God's steadfast love,
having seen His Covenant promises passed down from
one generation to the next. Thanks be to Him alone!

Guelph, ON  Marina & Albert Rietema
Niko, Alex, Amelia
Guelph, ON  Melissa & Gerald Alkema

Micah, Levi
Mark & Talia (VanderSluis) Bremer
Caleb, Lyla, Gus, Evan

Cambridge, ON

Hamilton, ON  Meagan & Mark Vreugdenhil
Horatio

Hamilton, ON  Madeline & Nathan Korten
Avery

123 Bushmill Circle, Freelton, ON,
L8B 1A5 jrb2@cogeco.ca

The LORD has received into glory
our dearly beloved brother-in-law and uncle

Leendert “Len” Cornelis
Vandergriendt
Widower of Ria VanderGriendt-VandenHaak for 8 ¥z years
January 20,1926-April 8,2021

Psalm 84 Desiring God'’s Promise
Brother-in-law to:

Truus™and Piet™ Heemskerk
Bill VandenHaak™ Christien and Leo Rozema
AndyT™ and Gerda VandenHaak
Gerrie™ and Louis' Doekes
Ann and Konny DeBoer
Corrie and Bill VanWoudenberg
Jannie and Ernie Schulenberg
And many nephews and nieces

C.VanWoudenberg, 2 Garden Dr, Smithville, ON LOR 2A0

With great joy and thankfulness to our heavenly Father,
we gladly acknowledge and celebrate the 65th Wedding
Anniversary on May 24, 2021 of our parents

Peter & Tina Koning (nee Bruinsma)

Great is thy faithfulness, Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All we have needed, Your Hand has provided.
Great is Your faithfulness, Lord unto me! (Hymn 66)

Binbrook: Pete and son Zanden Koning

Tish, Pat and Phyllis Healey

Red Deer: Eric!
Shawn Gabie
Peterborough: Herb and Elaine Koning
Bryson
Dawson
Peterborough Bernie Koning and Monica Fowler
Colborne Mitchell Koning and Cassandra Rose
Sophia Rose
Elmira: John and Joanne Behrendt

214-3290 New Street, Burlington ON L7N 1M8
(nokite@cogeco.ca)

Hutten, Jan Harm “John”
Peacefully on Wednesday,

March 24, 2021 at Wellington park care
center. Burlington, Ontario.

e
o

&Y #
~
e

\

The LORD called John home to

Himself at the age of 87 years. Beloved
husband to Jane (nee Vandenberg) for
63 years. Loved father to Harry and Joanne, Gary and
Trish, Jeannette and Al Vanderveen, Frances and Walter
Geurts, Dave and Helene, John and Susanne, Nancy and
Art Post and Scott. Dear opa of 33 grandchildren and

35 great grandchildren. Survived by his brother Evert
and Jenny in the Netherlands and brother in law Henk
and Ria Vandenberg and sister in law Ann Vandenberg.
Predeceased by five sisters, two brothers and a son in law.
He will also be missed by many nephews and nieces. John
volunteered 25 years to Hamilton prison ministry. John
owned and operated Huttens Ground Maintenance for
many years before he retired.

A

. -

Correspondence can be sent to Jane Hutten
6251 Walkers Rd. Mount Hope, Ontario LOR TWO0
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JOIN U

In equipping
covenant youth
to be disciples

of our King

Contact us at:

for more information on
compensation for your trip!

COVENANTSCHOOL.CA

THE ALBERTA ADVANTAGE

Located east of the Rockies and a little over an
hour from the bustling hub of Edmonton, Covenant
Canadian Reformed School of Neerlandia welcomes
you to its quaint rural community.

Dedicated teachers are paramount to meeting
Covenant’s continued needs and to expand the school
and its programs for over 260 enthusiastic covenant
children. This is recognized by a supportive community
who loves, celebrates, and values its teachers.

Currently accepting applications for Elementary and High School
teachers for the 2021/2022 school year.

WL

Learning to Walk Together in ° o\_/‘\
SN
the Light of God’s Word
J ovenant

Canadian Reformed School

PASTOR

Covenant Reformed Church of Grande Prairie,
Alberta is prayerfully seeking a Full-Time Pastor to
join us as we continue to be a faithful witness to the
Lord Jesus Christ in this city of 70,000

We are a small unified congregation that recogniz-
es the calling to be missional. We are looking to the
Lord's leading in bringing us a man to join us on
our quest to be faithfully orthodox and graciously
loving as we serve the Lord Jesus together.

Our Pastor will lead the preaching of the word and
sacraments, the teaching of the youth, and together
with the congregation seek to impactthe commun-
ity for Christ.

covvenw Yl/t
REFORMED CHURCH =

SEARCH

The ideal candidate would have a heart of love for
Christ and his people, a desire to be missional, be
an ordained minister of the Word, or ministerial
candidate, and be committed to the Reformed faith
as expressed in the Three Forms of Unity.

Expressions of interest along with a resume

can be emailed in confidence to the Elders: at
clerk@grandeprairieurc.org or alternatively you
may reach out to the chair of consistory directly:
Wietse Jagersma 780-882-9616.
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Grade 6 Teacher s PRlNGlPAl.
Due to a resignation for personal reasons, the Canadian ;{JR/})

Reformed School Society of Smithville and Surrounding ovenant
District, Inc., operating John Calvin School, is in need of a Canadian Reformed School
full-time teacher in one of our Grade 6 classes; duties to

commence immediately. This will be for the remainder of
the current school year and to continue into the 2021-2022

school year.
o . : Neerlandia Covenant Canadian Reformed School is
Qualified persons are asked to send their letter of applica-

tion, résumé, and view of reformed education to the address
below. Applicants who love to teach and who desire to help Whether you are an experienced principal looking forr
educate covenant children at our school are encouraged to a change, or a teacher, or a vice principal with ‘
apply. Applicants must be a member of a Canadian/American the desire and aptitude to lead, we would
Reformed church or a church with whom we have ecclesiastical
fellowship. For further information, please contact the principal.
Applications may be mailed, faxed, or emailed to:

looking for a principal for the 2021/2022 school year.

love to hear from youl

CONTACT US AT:

secretary@covenantschool.ca

John Calvin School
Attention: Human Resources Committee
320 Station Street, Smithville, ON

P

,‘- 1
b

P.O. Box 280, Smithville, ON LOR 2A0 00L.CA

Fax number: (905) 957-2342 Learning to Walk !

Email address: hr@johncalvinschool.com . = F
Together in the S, J |

Light of God’s Word

The purpose of John Calvin School is to assist and support
parents in the education of their covenant children
to the glory of God.

- L—J ] e ————..
o Learning In b ”; ﬁ -
Faith Everyday fha mdf
Parkland Immanuel Christian School invites applications for

Junior High Teacher

PICS offers a vibrant, exciting atmosphere with a strong focus on
professional development, collaboration, and relationships. Our
mission is to create an environment where everyone is inspired
and challenged to use their God-given talents in service to God |
and their neighbour.

For more information, visit
www.parklandimmanuel.ca/job-postings/

SERVE. TEACH. INSPIRE.
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CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS COLLEGE

We serve Reformed Christian schools by training the next
generation of teachers and are about to enter an exciting period
in Covenant Canadian Reformed Teachers College’s existence.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR TEAM?

If so, you are invited to contact us and explore the possibilities of becoming a

FULL-TIME FACULTY MEMBER

As someone interested in a faculty position you will,
* demonstrate a deep love » display a healthy level
for Reformed education of intellectual curiosity
* be willing to provide within biblical bounds
educational leadership at (Prov. 1:5)
multiple levels

You will be a communicant member in good standing of
a Canadian Reformed Church, or of a church with which
the federation of Canadian Reformed Churches maintains
ecclesiastical fellowship.

You will hold at least a Master’s degree preferably in the area
of education, you are interested in obtaining a terminal degree,
and you have teaching experience in either elementary or
secondary school settings.

EXCITED AND INTERESTED? CONTACT:
Dr. Christine van Halen-Faber, PRINCIPAL
cvanhalen@covenantteacherscollege.com - 905.385.0634

Learn more about CCRTC’s programs at: www.covenantteacherscollege.com

Dufferin Christian School
invites applications for the role of

PRINCIPAL

for the 2022-2023 school year.

DCSis a K-12 Reformed school with over 260
students located in Carman, Manitoba. It offers a
highly supportive community, an enthusiastic and

cohesive staff, a robust administrative support team,
and an experienced and committed board.
Interested individuals are encouraged to reach out
to the current Principal or Board chairman for more
details, and to discuss the possibility of taking on a
transitioning Assistant-Principal role for August 2021.
Applicants must be communicant members of

a Canadian Reformed Church or a Church in

ecclesiastical fellowship with the same.

Applications should be sent to
Dufferin Christian School

Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada, ROG OJO

Attention: Mr. Garett Veldman OR EMAILED TO:
boardsecretary@dufferinchristian.ca

For more information, please contact: Principal:
Mr. Nathan Kok, 204-745-2278
principal@dufferinchristian.ca

Chairman: Mr. Anton Borst, 204-745-8935
chairman@dufferinchristian.ca

Bellstone Christian School
“Educating Covenant Children to be Kingdom Citizens.”

We invite applications for the following position:

Full-Time Principal Position
For September

2021 We have been blessed with a dedicated school
society, as well as a cohesive and enthusiastic staff.
We are in our fifth year of operation under the LORD's
blessing, with an enrolment of 130+ students in our
recently renovated school building.

We are looking for qualified applicants who are committed
to the Reformed faith and are passionate about educating
God's covenant children. Applicants should be members
of the Canadian Reformed Churches or of a church with
which we have ecclesiastical fellowship.

Please submit a letter of application along with a resume,
a statement of faith, your view of Reformed education
and two letters of reference. If you have an interest in this
position and would like to discuss it further, please do not
hesitate to call or email us for further information.

Applications and requests for further information
can be directed to: edcom@bellstoneschool.ca
or Jake DeJong, Phone: 519-865-2487.

Growing In Grace

DCS Equipping For Excellence
Learning For Life

Dufferin Christian School invites applications for
a potential opening at the ELEMENTARY LEVEL
for the 2021-2022 school year.

Both B. Ed and CCRTC graduates are encouraged to apply.
For the right candidate there is also the possibility of a
combined administration and classroom-teacher position.

Applicants must be communicant members of a Canadian
Reformed Church or a Church in ecclesiastical fellowship with
the same.

Applications should be sent to Dufferin Christian School
P.O. Box 1450, Carman, MB, Canada, ROG OJO
Attention: Mr. Nathan Kok

Or Emailed To: principal@dufferinchristian.ca

For more information, please contact:
Principal: Mr. Nathan Kok at 204-745-2278
Chairman: Mr. Anton Borst at chairman@dufferinchristian.ca
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The board of the Canadian Reformed School Society
of Calgary invites applications for an

Upper Elementary/Middle
School Teaching Position

for the 2021-2022 school year at Tyndale Christian

School. TCS offers Kindergarten through Grade 12
with an enrollment of approximately 90 students.

We also invite early applications or inquiries from
current BEd students in the final years of their
studies for future openings at all grade levels

or subject areas.

If you would like more information, would
be interested in touring the school, or would
like to submit an application,please contact
one of the following by March 31:

Mr. Justin Raap, Principal
jraap@tyndalecalgary.ca
403-590-5881 or

Mr. Tony Dewit, Board Chairman
chairman@tyndalecalgary.ca

\:i/

TYNDALE

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Trinity Reformed Church
of Lethbridge, Alberta is prayerfully seeking a

Full-Time Pastor of
Congregational Life

to serve alongside our Senior Pastor under the guidance
of the Consistory in shepherding God'’s flock. The Pastor of
Congregational Life will direct his attention to the coun-
selling needs of the congregation in addition to preaching
approximately 25% of the Lord’s days. Other aspects of the
ministry, such as visitation and education, will be shared with our
Senior Pastor. The ideal candidate would have a heart of love for
Christ and his people, be an ordained minister of the Word, or
ministerial candidate, and be committed to the Reformed faith
as expressed in the Three Forms of Unity. Training in Biblical
Counselling would be an asset.

Expressions of interest along with a CV can be emailed in
confidence to callingcommittee@trinityurc.ca. This position
will remain open until a suitable candidate is found.

Investment )
Planning Counsel

A
0

Financial Planning Professionals

*R.R.S.Ps/RRIFs/G.IC.s
® Mutual Funds / Term Deposits

e |nsurance (Life, Disability, Critical Iliness,
Long-Term Care, Group)

e Residential Mortgages
¢ Registered Disability
Savings Plans (RDSPs)
¢ Registered Education Savings Plans
(RESPs)
® Tax Free Savings Accounts
e Financial / Estate / Succession Planning
e Retiring Allowances / Severances

. e Health Plans and Travel Insurance
Derek J. Lanting

CFP,CPCA

59 Kirby Avenue, Suite 1, Dundas, Ontario L9H 6P3
Phone: 905-628-9666 * Fax: 903—6028—1 035 ¢ Toll Free: 1-866-856-
591

Email: rvanandel@ipcc.org ® derek.lanting@ipcc.org
MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

Career Opportunity

With much thankfulness, we, a growing steel service centre,
are in need of a Truck Driver at Plant 1, located in Hamilton,
ON.

We offer competitive wages, an RRSP plan, profit sharing
and generous benefits. Our drivers work Mon-Fri and are
home every night. An AZ license is required and experience
hauling steel is a definite asset.

For more information, or to submit your resume, please email:

careers@jancosteel.com

www.jancosteel.com

e‘NCO

exceeding

the standard in quality and service

HOME GROUP

REALTY INC

Serving Guelph,

Fergus & Area

Keith Vanleeuwen
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Emma Kuizenga
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

(519) 546 5498 (519) 835 5239

emmak@homegrouprealty.ca keithvan@homegrouprealty.ca

Hear what our clients have to say at
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Serving the greater Burlington,
Hamilton and Niagara Region

< J]PC

Chartered Professional Accountants

Honest. Timely. Thorough.

JPC Chartered Professional Accountants offer a total tax and
accounting service with a specialization in privately owned
businesses. Thinking of when it's right to incorporate? Or how
you can income split? How to sell your business? Or how to
pass it on to your children tax efficiently? Or do you require
professionally prepared corporate or personal income tax
returns and financial statements? With a professional account-
ing designation and a Masters in Tax equivalent come explore
the opportunities for you and your business with us here at JPC.

JOEL D JAGT
(HONS) B. COMM, CPA, CGA,
PARTNER

Contact us to set up a free 1/2 hour strategic
tax and accounting consultation

1(905) 870 0137 | joel@jpcprofessionals.ca

"ESCARPMENT

RF/M REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

John Van Andel, Sales Representative

109 Portia Drive
Ancaster, ON L9G 0OE8

744
i N’/ ) Bus: 905.304.3303
BE’J Cell: 905.512.9321

Fax: 905.574.1450

Ema|l jvanandel@cogeco.ca

Not intended to solicit persons or properties currently under contractual agreement.
*Based on closed transactions. Source: CREA, REMAX.

Serving Ancaster, Dundas, Hamilton and Surrounding Areas

Serving Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Langley

R E Ai_ = “L‘..-\TI_ = A

Jonathan Gelderman
PERSONAL REAL ESTATE CORPORATION

jonathan@gelderman.ca

43 - S 0 @7» RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty Te

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

PREMIER

PRINTING

Premier Printing Ltd. seeks applications for:

Prepress and Graphic Layout Operator

DUTIES
- preflight, preparation, editing, and imposition of print
files
* typesetting and layout of periodicals
+ potential web development, design or marketing
opportunities

JOB SKILLS
« proficiency in Adobe Create Suite and supporting
applications
« customer focus and attention to detail

IT Systems Administrator

DUTIES
+ oversee all aspects of IT environment
+ maintain hardware, software, services, security
* manage services of external IT experts
* support integration and automation efforts

JOB SKILLS

+ knowledge and experience in maintaining IT
networks, domains, services

+ specialization in security, networks, and/or
development

« breadth of understanding of best practices and
emergent IT developments

+ ability to manage and communicate on multiple
fronts

Premier is located in Winnipeg, Manitoba, where we
enjoy many amenities and activity opportunities,
affordable housing, strong Reformed church and
school communities, and lots of sun.

Premier offers competitive wages, a generous
benefits plan, a culture of teamwork and continuous
improvement, and a variety of experience across its
three divisions.

To apply or inquire, please contact:

Dave Gortemaker
dave@premier.ca | 204-663-9000 x127
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So Nice To Come HOME To

CHRISTIAN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

We welcome you to experience the vitality and fellowship
of our Christian independent living community.

To inquire please contact us at 905.5811439

or ebenezervillahamiltonrentlist@gmail.com
337 STONE CHURCH ROAD, HAMILTON, ONTARIO

Reformed BookServices iy

PROMOTING GOI REFORMATION

A GREAT SELECTION OF CHRISTIAN BOOKS AT LOW PRICES
STORE HOURS: MON-WED 10-5 | THURS 10-9 | FRI 10-5 | SAT 10-3

230 Lynden Road, Unit SA, Brantford, ON N3R 8A3, Canada
Tel. 519.304.4709 » Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca O®

-

Verne Stel. s

info@vernestel.com

Office 604.857.1100
Cell 604.866.0807
Toll Free 1.888.341.1100

26641 Fraser Hwy, Aldergrove, BC VAW 3L1

WAle@‘K

Employment opportunities

Walinga Inc. in Carman, Manitoba is looking for
flexible, enthusiastic, reliable, team players to
fill the following positions:

CNC Machinist
¢ Red Seal Certification is required

* Minimum 1 year experience preferred

CNC Machine Operators
® Some experience operating CNC or Manual
machines is considered an asset.

e Ability to read and understand drawings.
e Willing to train the right candidate.

Service - Trailer Technician
e Experience with semi trailer repairs
is considered an asset.

e Steel and/or aluminum welding
experience preferred but not
mandatory.

e Ability to read and understand drawings.
e Willing to train the right candidate.

Walinga offers modern machinery, competitive
wages, full health benefits, company pension, and

a great work environment. Apprenticeship programs
available for the pursuit of Red Seal certification the
trades noted. We are located in the small prairie town
of Carman Manitoba, which offers affordable hous-
ing, great community spirit, and many activities all
year round. It is located approximately 45 minutes
south west of Winnipeg, has 2 Canadian Reformed
Churches, and a K-12 Christian School, with plenty
of post secondary education options in Winnipeg.

If you are looking for a rewarding career in any of these
areas or would like to share a resume please contact

Ray Beukema at 204-745-2951 (ext 440) or
email him at ray.beukema@walinga.com

Only those considered for an interview will be contacted.
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Talking with loved ones today helps ;qensure
that your funeral meets the needs of tomorrow.

Let us help you start
the conversation. %
W i ~ (:;‘\

»

Watch the videos at AlltheDifference.ca Rick Ludwig Garnet van Popta Diane Vanderwoude Russell

146 Mill Street North « Waterdown, Ontario « LOR 2HO x KITCH I NG FAI T H LI N K
905.689.4852 - www.kitchingsteepeandludwig.com STEEPE & LU DWIG S UNERAL GARE
H

FUNERAL HOME LIMITED

Kingdom
Builder Deposit

Ethical: Funds support mortgages to churches/schools.
Smart: Consistent rates of return to depositor.
Charitable: Interest earnings shared with the

school plus a donation receipt to you.

Helping parents. Reducing tuition.

Contact our executive director Bernie Kottelenberg
info@harvestfoundation.ca | 289.309.1466
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bright hope for iomorrow Streetlight

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

A New Building to Grow In

STREETLIGHT BUILDING FUND DRIVE

Streetlight has been proclaiming the gospel in
downtown Hamilton for over 20 years.

God has blessed our work so richly that we need a
new building in order to continue growing!

Our plan is to build a larger and more functional
building on our existing property, and to achieve this we
are hoping to raise $2,700,000. We ask that you
prayerfully consider contributing to this project.

Together, we can continue to reflect the light of God's

grace in our community and Shine On!
_ ‘ w N
s ‘ »

u—'f";. &

Please visit streetlightministries.ca/shine-on to donate online,
or donate via e-transfer to info@streetlightministries.ca.
Donations should be earmarked for the Shine On Campaign.
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To equip God's people for his glory,

in faithfulness to Scripture, as summarized
in the Reformed confessions, Clarion
adheres to the following core values:

Confessionally Reformed
Loving in manner

Attuned to current issues
Readable and Reliable

In Submission to Scripture
Open to constructive criticism
Nurturing Christian living



